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5th International Conference on Tamil Culture

SoME HIGHLIGHTS

OPENING CEREMONY

Saturday 3rd October 1992; 9.30 am- 1_1'0,0 am
at Wallace Theatre, University of Sydney (by invitation only)

ACADEMIC SESSIONS
3 - 5 October 1992 — All Day

\ Venue : P.N.Russell Building, University of Sydney

Speakers and Delegates:

Professor C.Balasubramaniam, Vice Chancellor, Thanjavur Tamil University. Profcsso_r S.P.alhmanathan.
University of Jaffna. Professor C.J.Eliezer, Emeritus Professor, La_Trobe University. Professor
S.Muthukumaran, Vice Chancellor, Tiruchi Bharathidasan University. P‘rofessor K.P,A.ravaapan,
Pondicherry University. Dr.Helen Fraser, University of New England, Armidale. Professor Sathlycl,
La Grande Ecole de I'Europe Unie. Vidwan K.Chellappah, University of Durban, South Afnga.
Dr.P.Veerappan, Regional College of Education, Mysore. Professor R.N.Veerappan, IMTC, Mala;;sxa,
Mr.Edward Chandra, Publisher, Canada. Lena Thamil Vaanan, Editor, "Kalkandu", Manian, Editor,
"Ithayam Pesukirathu” and other speakers from New Zealand, Singapore, Fiji, Japan and other
countries;

Special events include Poetry reading by leading Tamil Poets and a youth forum for the youths and
students.

CULTURAL EVENINGS
3 - 4th October 1992, 6.30 to 9.30 pm.

Venue: Enmore Theatre, 116 — 132 Enmore Rd.

Classical Music: GANANJALI Hongkong, AUSTAMS Canberra , Mrs. Somaskandan Group
Auckland, Mrs.Raman and Group, Sydney.

Instrumental Music:  Mrs. Jayalukshimy Kandiah and orchestra, Suthanthiraraj and group -

on rhythm instruments.

Dance: Classical, folk and dance drama by Sydney artists: Amilthan and his troupe,
Lingalayam Dancers, Students of Dhamayanthi, Indian Fine Arts . ‘Centre,
Apsaras (Canberra) and others.
Drama: "Eedu" a folk drama by Sydney Tamil Performing Art,
Pandara Vanniyan" a historical drama by Melbourne Group.
Exhibition: Exhibition of books and cultural items.
Cine Artist:

Performance by Actor Sivakumar.

For further Information

ICTC 92,70 Kox $60. Homebu
T 0. Homebush South NSW 2140
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Chairperson’s Message
ure in welcoming all the delegates am}r pcu'—l
iy :ah International Conference on lami
gﬁﬁts‘;ietf:hf ’[!:imational Move?nent for Tamil Culture
asked us to hold the fifth Conference in Sydney, the Sydney
Tamil community was convinced that the_re were many gains
to be derived from hosting an intc;rngtmna] event 'uf this
nature. Apart from providing continuity to the series and
focusing on Tamil culture as nurtured by Tamils Living away
from their homelands, we also believed that the conft?rence
would help galvanise the thought and actions of Tamil peo-
ple, from many different backgrounds, who have made
Australasia their home.
The era that we live in is remarkable for its human al:{'-"r"_n]iﬂ.hments yet we are also being
reminded of many impending crises. There is a crisis of culture in society: Society has become
dehumanised and leisure time is used by people for consumption and entertainment rather than for
self-cultivation. There is a global ecological crisis; life on this small planet has become crowded.
The dominant Western culture driven by a technological mindset and its destructive standards of
affluence are being imposed on the rest of the world. The human race is being forced to reconsider
its patterns of consumption. The materialistic and mechanistic views of nature and the relentless
drive for economic growth which led to this situation are now being questioned. Nations are
attempting to form trading blocks simply to survive the economic crisis. Yet, other nations are dif-
ferentiating themselves in order to preserve their own identity. What then is our identity as Tamils?
Where do we stand as a people who inherited a rich and ancient language and a distinct culture
dating back to antiquity? How can our heritage, our ideas, beliefs, values and knowledge, the com-
posite of our Tamil culture, help us in today’s crisis? Which of these could we reinforce and trans-
mit to our children for their survival in this global village?
Tamil has its beginnings in Saivism. Tamil language is inextricably linked to dance and music,
hence the threefold division of Tamil into lyal-Isai-Nadaham (literature, music and dance). Poetry,
music and dance gave the Tamil people the consciousness of universal principles. The thirty-two
duties of humans expressed under Aram, the Tamil concept of government, not only ensured har-
mony, symmetry and beauty in Tamil life but also provided for the stability of the ecosystem.
Thirukkural, written 2000 years ago by the great Tamil sage, Thiruvalluvar, is the clearest exposi-
tion of Tamil sociology. Tholkappiam, the oldest grammar in Tamil, assigned the sacred trust of
the forest to divinity itself. Tamil tradition was that the worship of Murukan, the son of Siva, took
place in intimate association with Nature, in the hills, mountains and deep forests. Tamil kings
were learned in the sixty-four arts and sciences and represented the highest wisdom and sense of

_'!ustice. The goal of learning in Tamil tradition was liberation, in the complete and profound mean-
ing of that term.

[ have great pleas

The strt?ngth of Tamil culture is in its wholesomeness, vitality and its universality. Tamil people
and their culture have existed for many millennia. We have an enduring and living tradition in our
homei_ands of Tamil Nadu and Tamil Eelam. Rather than allow ourselves to be overwhelmed by
the crises brought gbf)ut by modernity or become stagnant and assimilated, we need to retrace our
steps into our Dravidian past, relive our great tradition and make a positive contribution to human-
ity. Let us hope that this Conference is one small move in that direction.

Nadgrajhh Sriskandarajah
Chairperson, Co-ordinating Committee
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PrRIME MINISTER

CANBERRA

I am happy to have this opportunity to send my
greetings to the Fifth International Conference oOn
Tamil Culture. The Tamil people have made a unique
contribution to the culture and civilisation of many
countries. In Australia, the Tamils are an important
and vital part of the cultural and ethnic mosaic
making up the Australian people.

The Australian Government is committed to
multicultural policies which allow diverse ethnic
groups to maintain their traditions, their culture,
and their heritage. At the same time, we are forging
a new, Australian cultural identity that can only be
made richer through the varied contributions of our
communities from so many different backgrounds.

Events such as the International Conference on Tamil
Cu%tu?e play an important part in this process, by
bringing the many facets of Tamil culture to a wide
audience.

Let me wish you every success with the conference.
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Premier of New South Wales
Australia

MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER OF NEW SOUTH WALES

THE HON. JOHN FAHEY MP

I have very great pleasure in sending this message on the occasion of the
inauguration of the 5th International Conference on Tamil Culture.

Tamil is the language of a large number of people who come from India, Sri
Lanka, Malaysia, Singapore and many other countries.

The antiquity of the Tamil language and the cultural heritage of the Tamil
people is recorded very well in history, and in ancient classical literature, some of
which dates from the Ist Century AD.

The present Conference is the fifth in a series of conferences to celebrate the
richness of Tamil culture. By selecting Sydney as the venue for this
international conference, Tamils living in Australasia have created an
opportunity for all of us to share the uniqueness of Tamil culture. At the same
time, they should be justly proud of their achievements and contribution to the
cultural mosaic that is Australia.

Yours sincerely,

s

John Fahey M.P.

STH FLOOR, STAT i o i =
YO, STATE OFFICE BLOCK, MACQUARIE STREET, SYDNEY 2000, AUSTRALIA. TEL: (02) 228 5239. FAX: (02) 232 2291

PO BOX 5341 SYDNEY 2001
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2 uBdH S0P LeTOTUTL () BWHeI0
INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT FOR TAMIL CULTURE
NEW ZEALAND INC.

P.O. BOX 40306, GLENFIELD
AUCKLAND 10, NEW ZEALAND.
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CONFERENCE COMMITTLE

Standing left to right: Mr.M.Thanapalasingam,
Dr.K.C.Rajendran, Mr.A.Govender, Mr.M.Somasundaram,
Mr.M.Mudeliar, Mr.G.Santhiran, Mr.V.S.Thurairajah

Seated left to right: Mrs.D.Balasubramaniam,
Dr.P.Nallathambi( Treasurer), Dr.N.Sriskandarajah(Chairperson),
Mr.S.Balendra(Conference Secretary), Mrs.L.Sivasubramaniam
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Tel. (06) 281 1203

VIAURITIUS HIGH COMMISSION e (08) 282 4438
CANBERRA able:  MAURAC
Telex: AA 62863
43 Hampton Circuit, Fax: (06) 282 3235
Yarralumla,

A.C.T. 2600

MESSAGE OF H.E. SHREE KRISNA BALIGADOO, HIGH COMMISSIONER
OF MAURITIUS

It affords me immense pleasure to convey to the Organisers my best
personal wishes and those of the Mauritian Tamils, of resounding

success upon the holding of the World Fifth Tamil Conference.

Mauritius has had the privilege of hosting such a Conference and
has also held The World Telegu, Chinese and Urdu Conferences, as
you know Mauritius is a pluri-cultural country. The South Indians,
especially the Tamils were the first to construct The Sockalingum
Meenatchee Amen Temple in Mauritius more than 250 years ago, which
is regarded as a jewel in the Indian Ocean. Since then, Kovils
have mushroomed around The Paradise Island. The Tamil Culture is
still very flourishing and Mauritian Tamils have very wisely and
strenuously and proudly preserved their language and culture with
Government assistance. The Tamils in Mauritius still play a very
prominent role in all walks of life and occupy also high ranking
positions in public and private sectors and there are two highly-

cultured Tamil Ministers in the Government.

Nandri Vanakam!
%ﬁ“ﬁ@“ ‘
(S. K. Baligadoo)
High Commissioner
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GREETINGS &
THE TAMILS OF

community of Western
s its best wishes for
conference and
the coordinating
committee for its efforts in organ%s%ng
this conference, and thus maintaining
the interest and continuity. We have no
doubt in the quality and achievement of
this conference.

The Tamil
Bustralia convey
a successful
congratulates

Tamils living in Western Australia
(W.A.) migrated from different parts of

the world such as Fiji, Malaysia,
singapore, India, sri Lanka, South
Africa, United Kingdom and so on.

Though the number of Tamil families may
total only about 300, they are an
active lot.

TAMIL. ASSOCIATION OF WA & ITS

ACTIVITIES:

The first Association for the Tamils
in W.A. was formed in September 1979,
and was incorporated in 1980. Within an

year of its incorporation it moved
into 'Tamil House' a property close to
the city centre, bought by a small
group of Tamils for wuse by the
Association. In addition it also
manages a community hall owned by one
of the City Councils in Perth.

The. Association helps stimulate and
foster interest and appreciation of
T?mil culture, offer hospitality to
visitors interested in Tamil culture,
facilitates the celebration of
tra@itional festivals, assist new
arrivals and promote their harmonious
1ntgg;ation, regardless of their
rellglon Oor country of origin. It has
continued to play a leading role in all
these activities, and most Tamils in
W.A. are members.

Regqlar Tamil and dance classes are
hel§ in Tamil House, and 'Tamil 0li' a
radio programme is broadcast weekly.

BEST WISHES FROM
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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The Association also holds functions,
specifically to help fund charitable
organisations and have to d?te
contributed over $20,000. An active
Christian and a Hindu Group as well as

well as a Senior Citizen's are
supported by the Association. An annual
publication called the 'Deepavali

Malar' is published since 1985.

RELIGIOUS GROUPS:

In 1991 the Christian group formed an
incorporated body calling itself the
'Tamil Christian Congregation of WA.'
Since opening of a temple in 1990, the
Hindu Group supports the Hindu Temple
Association, an incorporated body
serving all the Hindus in W.A.. The
Tamil Association, which had in earlier
years played an active role 1in
religious activities, now plays a
supportive role.

OTHER TAMIL GROUPS IN W.A.:

In 1986, a group of Tamils of Sri
Lankan origin formed the 'Sri Lankan
Tamil Welfare Society' with the
specific objective of helping new

arrivals from Sri Lanka. It has since
changed its name to 'Sri Lankan Tamil
Association in 1990. Another group of
Tamils who functioned as a Tamil
Rehabilitation group, since 1984 also
changed its name to 'Eeelam Tamils
Association and was incorporated in
1991. Thus we have four incorporated
bodies serving the diverse needs of the
Tamil Community.

C. KANGATHARAN

PERTH
WESTERN AUSTRALIA



TAMILS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

adelaide is not the city whicb most
sri Lankans head for when tpey migrate
to Australia. Hence the size o? tpe
Tamil community in South Australia is
comparatively much smaller than th9se
in other states. Tamil comm?nlty
organisations were formed relatively
late in South Australia. The 1983 race
riots in Sri Lanka which rendered large
numbers of Tamils homeless led to the
founding of "Sri Lankan Refugee
Association of South Australia Inc." on
18th October 1983.In November 1984 its
name was changed to the "Ceylon Tamil
Association of South Australia Inc.".
There are about a hundred families
associated with it now.

Apart from serving the cause of
refugee relief and giving publicity to
the plight of refugees in Sri Lanka the
association fulfils the much needed
role of providing opportunities for
developing, promoting and exhibiting
Tamil cultural arts in Adelaide. At the
three regular annual social functions
of the association viz. Tamil new year,
Christmas and BAustralia Day, drama
dances and songs are staged as the main
part of the programme.

A Tamil language school is conducted
at two venues in the city weekly.
Children between the ages of four and
twelve attend. Volunteer teachers teach
Tamil alphabetsg, reading and
conversation. They also train the
children to Present playlets and dances
at major social functions of the year.

Indgpeqdent of the Ceylon Tamil
Assoc1aﬁ10n and in cooperation with
maFY'HlnduS of Indian andg Malaysian
origin, a Ganesha

‘ Temple was
establ}shed in 1986, The  Hindu
Eo$Eun1ty bought g Property from (hLe

uUtheran Church installed a Pillayar

statue brought frop Mahabal ipuram ang
SOnsecrated it as the Hindu temple for

all Ssouth Rustralia, The community

Supports g4 full time eriestDiofrey
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Jaffna. He conducts poojah twice daily
and on special occasions like
Navarathri, Sivarathri, Thiruvempavai,
Skandaseshti etc. On Fridays the
abishekam is followed by the singing of
thevarams, and explanatory discourses
on their meaning and significance.

The Hindu Society publishes a
newsletter TURIYA MARGA. The children
of the Tamil language school took a
leading part in the Saraswathy Poojah
in 1991. They made symbolic offering of
their books for blessing by Goddess
Saraswathy for success in  their
scholastic endeavours.

A Tamil Christian Prayer Group meets
monthly for devotions, Bible study and
a shared meal. They meet in the homes
of members mostly. Singing of Tamil
Lyrics and Prayers for peace in Sri
Lanka are always included in the
devotional hour. The group has also
began the tradition of conducting a Sri
Lankan Carol Festival annually. This is
a major religious as well as social
event which attracts many Tamil Hindus
and white Australians.

SUGUNANANTHAN

President
Ceylon Tamil Association
of South Australia



SRI VENKATESWARA TEMPLE AT

Venkateswara Temple
d in November

constructing

The Sri
Association was forme
1978 for the purpose of

an authentic Hindu Te@ple, an@
subsequently, the invocation of Sri
Ganesha statue at a specially

established Meditation centre within
the campus of the University of New
South Wales on July 7th, 1979 marked
the commencement of the building of
the first Hindu Temple built in the
traditional style, in Bustralia.

Later many hundreds of devotees
joined the association and
relentlessly carried the job to the
successful completion of stage one of
the Temple project. The
Mahakumbhabhishekam ceremonies were
performed on Sunday 30th June 1985.

The Temple attracts large
crowds of devotees especially on
weekends and public holidays. An

estimated 30,000 Hindus wvisit the
Temple each year in addition to a
large number of non Hindu devotees
and visitors.

Reasonable public transport
facilities are available for visitors
to the Temple which is situated in
Helensburgh 52 km south of Sydney.
Trains to Port Kembla via Helensburgh
leave Central Railway Station every
hour from 6.44 a.m. onwards. There
are connecting bus services to the
Temple from Helensburgh station. The
most popular train seems to be the
one which leaves Central at 8.44 a.m.
on Saturdays that takes the devotees
right on time for the Abhishekam to
Lord Venkateswara and the 1.00 p.m
bus that brings them back to éhé
Helensburgh station in time for th
1.25 p.m. train to Sydney. .

At present regular )
poojas are
copducted at the Sri Venkateswara,
Sri Mahalakshmi, Sri Andal, Sri Rama
and Sri Krishna shrines. Shrines for

Sri Subramania, Sri Siva 8ri
r
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HELENSBURGH

parvathy, Sri Durgadevi and Sri
Navagruhum are under construction.

The temple services at Helensburgh
are performed by two priests who
reside full time at the Temple. The
temple is offering a number of
services to the community.
Namakaranam, Thiru Mangalyatharanam,
Shastiyapthapoorthy, etc., are some
of the many such popular Hindu
religious services performed by the
temple priests for the benefit of the
community and devotees are encouraged
to avail themselves of these services
both at the temple or at their own
premises, by prior appointment with

the priests.(Temple phone: (042)
943 224).

A separate fund known as 'Sri
Venkateswara Educational Building
Fund' has also been established and
any donation over the sum of two
dollars to the fund is tax
deductible.

The Sri Venkateswara Temple
Association consists of some 550

members who are kept informed of the
various activities at the temple,
through a bi monthly newsletter
'"SAPTAGIRI'. In addition to details
of regular poojas, a calendar of
Hindu festivals are regularly
published in the 'SAPATAGIRI' for the
benefit of Hindus living in
Australia.

Regular temple hours are 9.00 a.m. to

12.00 noon and 4.00 p.m. to 7.00
p.m., Mondays to Fridays and 9.00
a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Saturdays and
Sundays.

R.KANAGARAJAN

Secretary

Sri Venkateswara Temple Inc.



BALAR MALAR

Balar Malar, the first Tamil
School in Sydney, was starged qn th?
14th August 1977 with the ob?ectlve o
nteaching Tamil language, literature,
tradition, history, value systems and
cultural orientation".

Balar Malar functions as an
autonomous, independent informal.Tamll
organisation totally committed to the
cause of linguistic, culturql and
religious exposure and education of
our children living in Sydney,
Australia.

It is a family spirited
organisation that started its origins
in various parents homes until the
number of children in Balar Malar
increased. In 1980, the classes were
permanently moved to Ashfield Boys
High School. To date the classes are
held on Sundays from 3.00 p.m. to 5.30

p.m.

In the two and half hours, children
are taught Tamil language,
Thirukkural, participate in group
prayer songs, and have moral story
telling. Children are categorised into
four groups to study language based
on their ability to cope. Since the
day to day environment in Bustralia is
different to what is found in India or
Sri Lanka, Balar Malar uses Tamil text
books from Singapore.

From the humble beginning in 1977 by
Ambirajan and Srinivasan with a few
children Balar Malar has now grown to
organised reqular classes with around
sixty children.

Balar malar is comprised of parents,
teachers and the children. It is
however open to anybody desirous of
learning Tamil language, culture and
heritage.

NEW ZEALAND TAMIL SOCIETY INC.

New Zealand Tamil Society
(Auckland) Inc. was inaugurally formed
in 1983 by about 25 Tamils from Sri
Lanka. The membership has grown in
strength and now stands in the
vicinity of 200. Most of them are from
Sri Lanka. There are also members from
India Malaysia and Singapore. The
society has maintained a high profile
in the multi ethnic Auckland. It has
also been an active participant in the
Buckland Ethnic Council, Multi
Cultural Society and the Auckland
Refugee Council. Members of the
society have held the post of

pregident of the above councils and
societjesg,

_The community celebrates most of
the Hindu festival days and Christmas.
There is a weekly broadcast in Tamil
over tbe Access Radio. The society
runs this programme giving up to date
information to all Tamils an New
Zealanders, There is a Tamil School
functioning on every Saturday
afternoon, where children of all age
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groups are taught Tamil. There is a
yearly encounter with the Wellington
Tamil Society on various sporting
competition which winds up with a
social evening.

The main aims of the society are

1. To promote and foster Tamil
culture and language.

2. To promote foster and develop in
general the Tamil people.

3. To promote, organise,participate
or otherwise engage in any activities
having a charitable purpose.

4. To impart, foster, promote and
develop by any and all means
whatsoever knowledge and awareness
among the people of New Zealand
concerning issues affecting the Tamil
people.

Dr.N.RASALINGAM (Q.S.M.)
President



THE ORIGI

by S.Param Thillairajah M.A.D

World music has been broa@ly

divided into Western music and Indlgn
music. Indian music in turn 18
divided into Hindustani music and
Carnatic music. Originally India had
only one system of music known as
Indian music. This was without any
doubt Carnatic music. But when we
trace the origins of Carnatic music
we are fully convinced that it is
Tamil music. The relationship between
Pamil music and Carnatic music 1is
equivalent to the relationship
between mother and daughter. Mr.
N.S.Ramachandran in his book 'Ragas
of Carnatic Music' says "This Tamil
system has had very important
contributions to make to the present
system of Carnatic music. In fact the
latter is only a development of the
former". Further regarding the Swara
system he has this to say. "The Tamil
division of the octave into twelve
ragas is quite original and epoch
making. The present swara system of
carnatic music is based on this
division, and the melakartha system
has been formulated on the basis of
this division.

Students of Carnatic music will
readily agree on the antiquity and
gyeatness of Tamil music. It is very
difficult for me to deal with Tamil
music and Carnatic music as two
separate systems of music. In fact
the latter is only an off shoot of
th? former. I venture to say that the
original system of Tamil music only
merged into Carnatic system of music
B§fore the Aryan invasion of India.
historians were agreed that there waé
a well developed civilisation know
as thg Dravidian civilisation Thn
Mohanjadaro ang Harappa excav;tions
have clearly proved this. When there
Was such an advanced civilisation and
culture there cannot be any doubt

e
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N and DEVELOPMENT of TAMIL CLASSICAL MUSIC

ip.in Ed.,Dip. in Music

that there would have been a perfect

system of music and this must have

been Tamil music. To trace the origin

of music one has to walk far back

into the times when the new mankind

was casting aside its animality and
was beginning to struggle towards an
unknown but fuller and richer life.

Thus, in the story of music is
recorded the progress of Thuman
thought and the widening of Man's
imagination. For the development of
music we must go to the very roots of
religion as, like all other arts,
music had very much to do with
religious fervour. The earlier chants
we know are the Rig Vedic hymns,
which were composed in India by the
early Aryan settlers between 1500
B.C. and 500 B.C. Though much cannot
be said definitely about the state of
musical culture of the early Aryaas
from the scanty resources at our
disposal, vyet it can be fairly
assumed that the Dravidians and other
pre Aryan races of India at the time
of the Aryan influx were much
superior in respect of the arts. As
mentioned earlier the excavations of
Mohanjadaro and Harappa have revealed
beyond any doubt the advanced state
of civilisation and culture of the
pre aryans.

As tc the sources of the notes used
in Indian Music, the ancient text
informs us that they are imitants of
the sound uttered by different birds
and animals.

The history of Indian music from
earlier times to our days has been
the history of the evolution of an
indigenous musical tradition and
musical lore. As it is true of other
Indian culture, in music too non
Aryan threads have been inter woven
with the work of Aryan genius. The



of Indian music from the
to our days is thus
assimilation,
Indianisation

history ’
Aryan invasion >
the history of this
appropriation and :
through the long centuries.

The most important book whi;h
gives us some insight iqto thg music
which was current in ancient tlm?s is
Rharatha's 'Nattya Sastra' believed
to have been composed between the
third and fourth centuries A.D. The
earliest text on Carnatic music which
is extant is 'Silapathikaram' written
about the fourth century A.D. by
Illango Adihal, a Chera prince. Then
it was pure Tamil music. This book
mentions a number of musical
instruments prevalent at that time as
the veena, drum etc. and explains
musical notes then current. The
melody traditions as embodied in the
'Silapathikaram' has been preserved
in the phanns still current in
Tamilnad. They are the melody blocks
similar to the arochi-avarohi of the
ragas of Northern India. They are
called phanns because they are
rendered through the mediums of eight
body parts including the tongue,
nose, lips and teeth and by eight

kriyas (actions), edutal (lifting),
padutal (lying down), nalidal
(squeezing), kampitam (shaking),
kuttilam (crooked), oli (proper
productions of the wvoice), uruth
(twist) and takku (correct

pronunciations) which in the present
day means 'Sthayees and Gamakas'.

The Tamil system also specifies
that the alapti should be rendered by

the syllables 'Thena'. Thena which
were later incorporated in Aryan
misic. Even the ragas Hindolam,
Megham etec. are found in the ancient
phapns. The development of Tamil
Music can be divided into two

dlSt%nCt Periods, the sangam period
lasplng up to 50 B.C. and the thevara
Per%od beginning from 50 B.C. and
ending in A.D. 1800. The music in the
thevaram with complex rhythms and
melody, set a very high standard for
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the future music of South India. It
was Someshwara Bhullokamal, ruler of

a part of Deccan from 1116 - 1127
A.D. and the author of
'Manosallasam', a thesaurus of many
arts and hobbies, qualified Tamil

music with adjective 'Carnatic'. This
word is now used to distinguish
between the two styles of music
prevalent in the two parts of India.

During the times of the Tamil kings
of Chera, Chola, and Pandya, Tamil
Music received immense patronage and
it was in its height of glory. It
was only after the fall of these
kingdoms, that Music in other South
Indian languages came to the fore.
Songs in Telugu, Cannarese and
Malayalam became prominent after
this.

A definite bifurcation of the two
distinct systems took place during
the time of Vidyaraniya of
Vijayanagar (A.D. 1302 - 1387) who,
for the first time, made an attempt
to codify the Ragas on a Mela-Janya

basis. But it was then not perfectly
developed. It was left to one
Purandara Das (A.D. 1448 - 1564) a

dedicated and versatile composer to
lead an individuality to the Music of
the Scuth, with his compositions and

interpretations of the Ragas.
However, the first Dbook of real
importance which made this trend

permanent 1is Swara Mela Kalanithi
written by Ramamatya of Vijayanagar
in A.D. 1550. The influence of the
twelve divisions in the scale and the
music of Nayanars and Alvars, Saivite
and Vaishnavite saints respectively
of South India have gone a long way
to determine the character of present
Carnatic Music. Pandit Somanath's
book "Raga Vibodha" in A.D. 1609
followed the time - honoured 322
Sruthis and described seven Sudha and
Seven Vikridha notes. Later
Venkatamukhi (16th Century A.D.)
established a system of procedures
and rules based on the careful study
of frequencies and sounds and



classified Ragas in Mglak§rtas
(parents) and Janya (derlvatlves)
with scientific exactitude. Many of
the music forms now prevalegt are
traceable to him. our Music has
influenced other musical sysFems.
Vekatamukhi's 72 Melakarthas 1s a
contribution of the South to the
North India and to World

Music of

Music generally. The system of
singing extempore swara (Kalpana
Swaras), & distinctive feature of

South Indian creative music for some
centuries has recently been adopted
by the Musicians of the North. Many
south Indian Musicians adorned the
courts of North India. Pundarika
Vittala, who was commissioned to
systematise Hindustani Music, was a
Southerner. Gopal Naik who sang 1n
the Court of Allauddian khilji and
whose music was praised by Ameer
Khusru was also a Southerner.

In our Music Ragas are grouped under
two heads - Janaka (Generic) and
Janya (Generated). The Janaka Ragas
possess the full complements of seven
notes both in ascent and descent and
are seventy-two in number. Janya
Ragas are those which are derived
from Janaka Ragas and take the same
notes as those of the parent ragas,
but one or two foreign notes which
may not be found in the Parent Ragas.
In the first thirty-six Janaka Ragas
known as Poorva Mela Karthas, the
Suddha Madhyamam is used. In the
second group of thirty-six Ragas
known as Uttara Mela Karthas the
Prathi Madhyamam is used. The
Eﬁgzgt{;ZTzeParGDF ragas are grouped

species each containing

derived Ragas Ea /
. ch group is
as a Chakram. group known

Janya Ragasl are divided into two
groeups - Varja Ragas and Vakra Ragas.

Raggs which only use the notes of
their parent's scale are know as
Upan?a Ragas. But those which take
foreign notes in addition to the
notes of the parents scale are krown

26

as Bhashanka Ragas.

Up to the time of Jayatheva the Music

system of the South and North were

more or less the same. But with the

invasions and conquering of the land
by the Muslims, Persian Music
imperceptibly influenced the Music of
the North. The result was the
mixture of Indian and Persian Musical
systems. out of this a distinct
style of music was born which is now
known as Hindustani Music.
Hindustani and carnatic music systems
are not only in their source but also
in their growth, fundamentally
similar. Many of the Ragas in the
two systems are similarly constructed
with differences only in the names.

"Tn Hindustani Music the traces of an
eclectic civilisation are visible and
in Carnatic Music the mark of
Dravidian Culture is written large.
Hindustani Music is an ideal
synthesis of Aryan initiation and
Muslim cultivation; and Carnatic
Music is a mixture of Aryan Motif
with Dravidian practice." The basic
difference between the Western and
Indian music is that the former is
based on harmony and the latter is
based on melody. Further, the
Western musicians concentrate on the
centre of each note of a scale;
whereas the Eastern musicians
concentrate on the gradation of pitch
between the centre of each note
"Where the Western musician strides
from note to note, his Eastern
brother glides between them."

Many of the talas are common to both
systems of Music. But the musicians
of the South cannot take any liberty
with the beat of the timing while in
the North the musicians are more
concerned with the wunity of the
rhythm. The talas, in our music, is
an important factor. Time measure is
to music as metre is to poetry.
There are three varieties of rhythms.
Vilambakala, Madhyama Kala and Dhurva
Kala; corresponding to the slow,



im and fast tempo respecFively of
Western music. The medium is double
+he speed of the slow tempo and Fhe
fast twice as fast as the medlgm
tempo. The tala on time cycle is
rhythmic time measured in Avarthas,
(Bar) of a specific length composed
of specific time units. The unit of
musical time in India known as kala
consists of different numbers of

Aksharas or letters.

medu

The seven talas used in ancient times
are used even today in the south.
They are as follows:-

Name Tala No. matras No. strokes
taking lagu
of 4 matras
Ek Tala 4 1
Rupaka Tala 2+4=6 2
Jhampa Tala 4+1+2=7 3
Triputa " 3+2+2=8 3
Matya x 4+2+4=10 3
Ata " 4+4+2+42=12 4
Dhuruva " 4+2+4+4=14 4
In the course of time our music
masters created another set of

twenty-eight talas by changing the
value of Lagu to 3,4,5,7 and 9 matras
and giving new names to thirty - five
talas. Apart from these there are in
our system one hundred and eight
(108) Apoerva (rare) talas of uneven
beats. But these are very rarely
used. Arunagirinathar in  his
immortal poems known as "Thirupugals"
has used many of these talas. One
factor about our music which is true
of Hindustani Music also is the use
of a large number of Microtones.
There are 22 microtones and these
form the base on which the edifice of
Indian Music is built. The Indian
word for smaller unit is Shruti.

?amll Music met with a great set-back
in the latter half of the 19th
Century and in the beginning of the
20th.CenFury. This was due to the
ma§h1nat19ns of a particular class
which tried to bring a cleavage

the Aryans and the

Dravidians. Music knows no barriers

of cast, creed etc. But this

particular class to which most of the

musicians belonged deliberately

boycotted Tamil songs and sang only

Sanskrit and Telugu Kritis. 1In all

music recitals Tamil Songs were only
sung at the tail-end of the
performance. In fact there were
leading Musicians who either did not
know or refused to sing Tamil songs.

Naturally a movement was started in
the thirties to stem this rot. The
Tamil Isai (Music) movement was
started by the Late Sir Annamalai
Chettiar to popularise Tamil Music.
This movement spread it tentacles all
over Tamil Nad and has been largely
instrumental in the revival of Tamil
Isai. Sir Annamalai Chettiar who is
the founder of Annamalai University,
started a Music College in 1935 in
the Campus with the sole purpose of
preserving, promoting and propagating
Tamil TIsai. It has published many
Tamil Music Books and research
articles. Annually the Tamil Music
Festival is held in madras in the
month of December. Leading
personalities like "Kalkli;
Krishnamoorthy, the late P
Cithamparanathan Chettiar also took
a leading part in this movement.
Tamil composers like Papanasamsivam,
Yogi Suddhananda Bharathiyar,
Vethanayagam Pillai and
Ponnaiyapillai have contributed their
share 1in ample measure to this
movement . The danger that beset
Tamil Music is no more and there is
no doubt the Tamil Music will once
again retain its lost prestige.
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GARDNER MERCHANT
ROWLAND

For advice and assistance with:

o the management and operation
of staff restaurants
* office and factory canteens

* large functions

Please phone us and we will
arrange for a representative to
visit your premises

247 7586

Pier 4, Hickson Road, Walsh Bay. Fax. 247 1816
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Congratulations and best wiskes fon kosting

"5th International Conference on Tamil Culture"

in Sydney

from

GEORGE SHAD & CO SOLICITORS

Solicitors & Conveyancers

All legal matters promptly attended to

25 Bruest Place,(Opp. Railway Station)
Punchbowl - 2196
Phone: 750 5344
Fax: 758 1939

Please address all correspondence to:
P.O.Box 390, Punchbowl 2196 or DX 1212,Sydney.
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LARRY
ROYAL CUSTOM TAILOR

No.22, Far East Mansion
(Next to Ambassador Hotel Arcade)
Kowloon Hong Kong
Mailing Address:
TST, P.O.Box 97483
Kowloon, Hong Kong.
Tel. Shop 3669718
Res 3681097
Fax 852-3669716

ShopP

F.
5G_./6 Middle Rd.,

Banker:
0.T.B. BANK

Kowloon, Hong Kong

r SUPER SALE INVITATION
( FREE FREE FREE FREE
One Shirt One Blouse One Slack One Skirt
With With With With
order of one order of one order of one order of one
3-pe, suits 3-pe, suits 3-pe, suit 3-pe, suit
OUR SPECIAL OFFER FOR MEN

OUR SPECIAL OFFER FOR LADIES
1 SILK DRESS

1 WOOL SUIT

1 SILK BLOUSE

1 SILK SKIRT

1 SILK SCARF

ALL FOR ONLY US$ 489

1 SUPER FINE WOOL SUIT

1 BLAZER OR SPORT JACKET
1 MATCHING PAIR OF SLACKS
2 CUSTOM MADE SHIRTS

2 SILK TIES

ALL FOR ONLY US$ 538

Dear Friends:
Once again we are pleases to inform you that our SUPER SALE of the year is now
on. This time we have a large selection of materials for tailored suits , sSport coats,
sla.ck, top coat shirts blouses and dresses for both ladies and men at bargain
prices.

Order now and get a free bonus.

SILK WOOL SUIT US$ 480 US$ 195
SUPER FINE FLANNEL SUITS US$ 580 US$ 220
FINE STRIPE WOOL SUITS WITH VEST US$ 495 US$ 268
ENGLISH MED WEIGHT SUITS US$ 470 Us$ 218
FORMAL TUXEDO US$ 650 US$ 285
VICUNA CASHMERE TOP COATS US$ 750 US$ 320
6 CUSTOM MADE SHIRTS OR BLOUSES US$ 300 US$ 180
SILK DRESSES US$ 320 US$ 220
RAW SILK SUITS US$ 480 US$ 280
SUEDE SUITS OR COATS US$ 680 US$ 320
GENUINE LEATHER OR SUEDE JACKETS US$ 480 US$ 205
SWISS LINEN SUITS US$ 465 Us$ 212

AND MANY MORE BARGAINS SO PLEASE COME AND SAVE

Thanking and looking forward to serve you

Yours Very Truly, Larry, ROYAL CUSTOM TAILOR
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WHEN IN SINGAPORE

REMEMBER TO VISIT

An Interna

and New York.

14 UPPER DICKSON ROAD

SINGAPORE 0820

tional Vegetar%an
branches in Madras, Delhi,

LANDS RESTAURANTS

restaurant with
Bombay, Bangalore

PULLEN PILLAY & CO

Charted Accountants
Registered Tax Agents
Initial consultation at
no cost

Phone : (02) 837 1200 now
for an appointment

Accounting services for all
types of Businesses

Business Consulting &
Advice

Taxation-Personal, Company
partnerships & Trusts

Management Accounts &

Computerised Reports

PULLEN PILLAY ACA: CPA....
taking good care of YOu

THURAIRAJAH LLB
Solicitor & Attorney

* Real Estate Sales &
Purchases

Business agreements
Commercial Leases
Workers Compensation
Public Liability claims
Family Law

Traffic Offences
Criminal Matters
Wills, Probates &
Estate Claim
Environmental Law
Bankruptcy

General Legal Advice

% ¥ ¥ % ¥ ¥ ¥ X

* % F

First Consultation Free
Lee Rigg & Co.,

6th Level

Phillip Court

141 Elizabeth Street
Sydney 2000

Phone 22) 267 5222
Fax + A4;2) 283 2059

e ool
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Melbourne's Tamil Language
SBS 3EA Ethnic Radio Program

Australia

Announces

The Saree Shop

Banares Wedding Sarees
Kanchipurams

Printed Silks and Chiffons
Mysore Silks and Chiffons

Cottons

Embroidered Chiffons

Ring (N2) 409 7270,
. Kax. (039995 1%0 .
.mm-':“u."ﬂ-."IJLI-‘\W"MM‘I“_,-..__"I“. i

any time for an appointment
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. WE EXTEND OUR GREETINGS TO ALL PARTICIPANTS

:.: OUR BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE

FROM

KANGA & ASSOCIATES PTY LTD

ACN 009 090 331

CIVIL ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS

* Site Investigations * Foundation Engineering
Laboratory :
192 Salvado Road 42 Lionel Street
Wembley 6014 Naval Base 6165
Phone : (09) 324 9288 Phone : (09) 410 1116
(09) 387 1418
Fax : (09) 387 1418 Fax : (09) 410 111s6

Correspondence : P.0.Box 332 Wembley, W.A 6014

AUM SPICE CENTRE

19 The Strand, Croyden
Tel : 744 1177
Fax : 745 1869

RETAILING SPICES FROM :

MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE, FIJI, S.AFRICA, INDIA
SRI LANKA & OTHERS

AUM VIDEO

MOVIES AVAILABLE IN
TAMIL, HINDI & MALAYALAM

Business Hours - Saturday to Wednesday
9.00 A.M - 8.00 P.M

. Thurssday to Friday
“00"ASH - 9.00 P.M




VANDYKE & VANDYKE REAL ESTATE PTY . LIDS

catering for all your estate needs.

AUCTION - SALE - VALUATIONS - APPRAISALS

MANAGEMENT - COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

INDUSTRIAL - STRATA

Free advice from experienced and qualified staff.

ONE PHONE CALL AND YOUR PROBLEMS ARE SOLVED!

WE ARE THE LONGEST ESTABLISHED AGENCY IN THE AREA.

3 e
2 34 THE BOULEVARDE, STRATHFIELD 2135

TELEPHONE

(02) 744-0422

FACSIMILE : (02) 744-0448
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SINGAPORE EXCHANGE & FINANCE VANEE ENTERPRISES
PTY. LTD.
4 Importer,Wholesaler,retailer
Money Changers & Foreign
Exchange Dealers of
ACN . 052 941 131
all Types of Indian Sarees,
70 Bathurst Street churidars, Blouse Pieces.
Sydney 2000.
sarees for all occasions at
Phone : (02) 267 7627 competitive prices.
Mobile . (018) 416 535
. For Details Contact :
Branches : Singapore
Hong Kong BALA or KAUSI
London
Bangkok
Kaulalumpur 12 First Avenue
) North Avenue
g:§9c1ate. . Dandenong
ices : India Victoria 3175
Ssri Lanka and Australia
Around the World

BEST WISHES FROM

Dr.G.P.NATHAN

DENTAL SURGEON

71 Heatherton Road
Springvale

Phone : 03 - 548 3545
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SMS DIESEL SPARES

E2 L suiae)
g

WITH COMPLIMENTS

ENGINE PARTS * EXCHANGE ENGINES * ENGINE RECONDITIONING

NEW SOUTH WALES fi™ VICTORIA
T-I]e;ld Office & Works ‘-—_l Branch Office L—[
_a;ramarr_a Road, Unit 1, 1730 Hume Highway
%_fD'E_OMBE, 2141 CAMPBELLFIELD. 3061
Tel: (02) 748 0241 Tel: (03) 357 1113
ax: (02] 748 1828 Fax: (03] 357 1367

INTERNATIONAL LOCATIONS: JAPAN & UNITED KINGDOM

SMS AUTOPARTS s 5 trading name of SMS Diesel Spares Pty Lid
ACIN 000 371 737
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QUEENSLAND
Branch Office

16 Lillian Avenue
SALISBURY, 4107
Tel: (07) 277 9888
Fax: |07) 875 1792
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canberra Tamil Association

Prof.C.J.Eliezer

victoria
Australasian Federation of Tamil Associations

Ceylon Tamil Association
Australian Council for Tamil Refugees

1l1lanthendral Kalai Mandram

New South Wales

Eelam Tamil Association

Indian Fine Arts Society of Australia
Indian Cultural Society of Australia
Saiva Manram Inc

Australia Tamil Foundation

Tamil Study Centre

The Catholic Association of Sydney Tamils
Sydney Tamil Sangam

Sri Venkateswara Temple Society

Sydney Tamil Manram
N.S.W. Tamil Sports Club
Lingalayam, Sydney
Western Australia Mr.C.Kengatharan
Tamil Association of W A

Qggggglagd Mr.Vasu Rasiah
Tamil Association of Queensland Inc
South Australia Mr.N.Sugunananthan

Ceylon Tamil Association of S A

Northern Territory Mr.S.Prathapan

Tamil Association of N T
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our special thanks to the following

Dr.P.Sathyanathan
Mr.K.Jayakumar
Mr.M.Sinnapurajar
pr.Usha Mc Garry - Pillai
Miss.Lakshi Kumaraswamy
Miss.Subo Alagendra
Gananjali Hong Kong

Mr.A.C.Nesakumar
Mr.S.R.Constantine
Mr.M.Maharatnam
Mr.S.V.Pari

Ms.Sue Adams
Mr.Mike Hannibal

Nilal Publishers Canada

Although it is not possible to mention all those individuals

who financially supported the

of their names below.
Dr M Rasanathan
Dr T Alagaratnam
Dr & Mrs Karalapillai
Mr S Sandra Bose
Dr P R Pathmanathan
Mr T Thillainathan
Mr J Sivanathan
Dr G P Nathan
Dr E S Seelan
Dr A Balasubramaniam
Dr V Kanagaratnam
Dr N Sriskandarajah
Mr S Balendra
Dr S K Maheswaran
Mr M Thanapalasingam
Mr Ramanathan
Mr Selvaskandan

Mr S Prathaban

Conference, we have given some

Mr J Rajakulendran
Dr V Janarthanan
Mr S Sivarajah

Mrs K Sivasubramaniam
Mr S Suntharesan
Mr S Arulpragasam
Dr Jayendran

Dr P Paramsothy

Mr Sunder Easwaran
Mr C Nagendra

Mr W Krishnathasan
Dr P Nallathambi
Mr A Arul

Dr Ho Ming Mak

pr Nirmal Ananda

Mr Sivanathan

Mr Yogeswaran

Mr C Kengatharan

our sincere thanks to all the overseas participants and
delegates who spent their valuable time, money and effort 1in
giving the International flavour to the conference. 0Our

gratitude to all those who presented such
programs with sincerity and dedication.

University of Sydney,
for your dedication to serve for

advertisers,
to you all.
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Enmore theatre and finally

TAMIL and TAMIL CULTURE in STRALASIA.

Co-ordinating Committee

5th International Conference On Tamil Culture

Sydney, Australia
3 October 1992
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An easy-lo-use ¢ ontroller
antral over all
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+ TR | E5 Y
Powertul Hi-t: Sereo Sound You ¢ an even re ord the I"""”I .

gnal of N TSC tapes by gives you tull

makes the mixst m S

maovie soundtracks and ronnecting another VTR major VTR tunctions

music VIAeos. that 15 I|!1!i]‘ﬂlh€i' with the plus hmer ;er.:r.lmrmnu.
NTSC 4,43 system

AUTO HEAD

8!'” CLEANING

 leaning of video heads 15

automatically performed
each time a tape 15 loaded and

unloaded to maintain a high-quality
picture all the time.

PanasoniC
Even more than you expected

This enables a full 8 hours of
recording and playback on 3
single tape INV-E2400.



Professional Steam Press with the

ST pressing surface of 10 hand irons
ST | Features include
CUTS IRONING TiME | .

<« Even spread of steam across
= entire pressing suriace
<« A burst of steam
when needed
4 Automatic
safety cut-oft
« Prevents
ironing fatigue
« Simple to operate, either
sitting or sfanding

Model MSP7 i aads
o« 5 year warranty

«f Easy o carry, easy lo store

ST e
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This super overlocker features - i 380 e shorer ,
Differential teed - stretch and | L s ad i o v his love of
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Easy colour coded threading and P ] WITH DIFFERENTIAL FEED
simple tension adjustment. . '

Stitch iength dial for accurate stitch B
iength changes.

Complete with Rolied Hem plate p
Highest quality - made in Japan »
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Y ol el For your nearest Singer outlel, contatly .
S ' N : " Sydney (02) 899 7777 B Meibourme (03] 417 3644

~ e 400
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