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To give honour where honour is due is a moral
imperative. It is the duty of all of us to pay
tribute to the memory of those who have laboured
and fought for our country. We have recognised,
in a worthy manner, the long line of patriots who
have worked for the political independence of our
country. But for those who fought against the
subjection of the country in the early years o{_
British rule recognition has come but tardily.

The gallant rebellion led by Keppetipola
Dissawa has been of course, recognised from the
earliest days. For Puran Appu recognition and ;
fame have come only recently. And now the peoplgl
of the Wanni have come together to honour a former
local Chieftain who is equally worthy of honour.

I QB sure the deciszion to erect a statue in
honour of the hero Pendsra Vanniam is & correct one.)
His memory still lingers'in song and gtory in the
hearts of the people of the Wanni.and this commem=
orative volume should help to foster and cherish
it still further.

o ;ﬂ/ﬂp&;; §>=¢»4L,\
SR W

6th July, 1982
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1. Queyroz Trans P 151

2, Vanni and the Vanniyas P, |
C. S. Navaratnam

‘Vanni was the name given to the northern Country between the Jaffna Peninsula
and the Nuwarakalawiya District. Before it acquirid the name Vanniit Seems
to have been Know as ‘Adankapattu’ it Stretched From Trincomalee on the east

to mannar on

the west and Consisted of Tennamaravadi

Mulliyawalai

Karunaval Pattu which included lands as for a5 Kudiramalai and a Portion of
Cheddikulam. The extent of the Vanni May be about 3000 Square miles.’
3. ‘asmaflur’ srgs USWBTHST UGG 81—&3

4. Vamni and the Vanniyas P, 29
C S Navaratnam

He was a Courageous and independent Prince. On One Occasion the Dutch

authorities forced him to

Supply them with dye-roots, which request he flatly

refused to carry out. On auother occasion Pandara Vanniyan Joinei the Sinhalese

torces in their attack on Mullaitivu.
5. Vanni and the Vanniyas P, 28—29




T -
C. S. Navaratnam

About 1790 Nallamappana Vanniyan of Panankamam was arrested for treason
on the allegations made indirectly by a Sinhalese Vanniya. He was taken to
Colombo and imposed a fine of 12000 Rix dollers. There he was retained
in Prison till the payment of the fine. All his Lands were Seized and Leased
to Periya Thamotherampillai of Vannarponnai. During the three years of
this lease he amassed a good deal of wealth, Nalla Nachchan, the wife of
this celebrated Vanniya Came to Jaffna and took har residence at Vannarponni
after taking a Solemn Vow that she would neither bathe nos take more fhan
one meal a day Until her husdand was released from Prison Vaitthilinga
Chettiyar a friend of the family, and one who Commanded great influence

with the Government Soon Procecded to Colombo,and Secured his release
after paying the fine.

ausitall wralysdr uanLiy mdoflus agwTHgd HEHSLL.
Hr. FauBgouyno ur. 2. 31-10-68

‘Vanni and the Vanmiyas® P, 21
C. S. Navaratnam

In 1803 when there was Constant friction between the Kandyan Kingdom
and the British, the Kandyans attacked all the British MMaritime territory from
Hambantota to Mullaitivu. The Dissawa of Nuwarakalawiya together with
Pandara Vannyan and the people of Vanni attacked the fort at Mullaitivy,
Lieutenant Drieberg who was in Command abandoned it and went by sea
to Jaffna. Soon a British force from Trincomalee hastened to Mullaitivu and
recaptured the fortress.
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Some reflections on past
agricultural development in

Vayuniya District

It is quite fitting for me to contribute
an article on the above subject for the
Pandara Vanniyan volume on the occasion
of the unveiling ot the statue of this great
Vanni hero.

It was in the year 1948 when I was
A.G. A, Badulla | was appointed whether
I would consider going to Vavuniya as
A. G. A. (now G. A)as the M. P. (Mr. C.
Suntheralingam) required an energetic Civil
Servant who would go all out to restore the
many irrigation tanks, open new Roads to
the farm hundred odd villages and give new
life to a waning community. The challenge
was accepted and T went there in May 1948,

it naturally took some time to know
the district’s problems 5o as to address
one’s mind to their solutions. It was then
I visited Puthukulam village. There a res-
pectable farmer Nagamuttu (I understand
he is alive) said very crisply at the village
meeting: “Our problem is simply this. When
the dhoby comes home W& give him paddy
for his services. When the barber visits we
give him also paddy, when the children need
clothes and books we sell some of the paddy
and at the end of all these, we haven't
sufficient paddy for our consumption’”.

I got the message I started thinking on
lines of development where the peopl_e could
keep wost of their paddy for their con-
sumption and look for cash elsewhere, from

BY
MANICKA IDAIKADAR
former G. A., Vavuniya

other avenues such as from cash crops or
from cottage industries.

It was during this period of thinking
and looking around for a solution, I ran
into a couple of farmers from the hill
country who were culfivating some cash
crops with lift irrigation within Vavuniya
town limits. When [ inguired about their
cultivation they said if wells are constructed
not far from the edge of the tank at full
supply level (Hdussnr) they could depend
on well water for cultivation, at least for a
few months after the rainy season (January
to March) They were then cultivating small
extents of paddy, onions, chillies and
vegetables from well wafer lifted with the
aid of bullocks.

This knowledge was sufficient for a
start. Getting the message to the people
takes time. Some modest beginnings were
made for constructing wells for highland
cultivation.

With able assistance from my good
{riends Mr. S. Arumugam then Divisional
Irrigation Engineer and Mr. S. Kanagarat-
pam then Divisional Agricultural Officer
some broad agricultural developments
plans were drawn for promoting paddy and
highland cultivation pamely:

(1) Improvement to existing (anks for
providing additiopal water for culti-
vation. D 4
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(2) Restoring old tanks.

(3) Encouraging construction of large
wells for lift irrigation.

(4) Alienating government lands for
paddy and highland cultivation.
Providing the necessary infra struct-
ure such as Roadways, Stores ete. for
agricultural and other purposes.

&)

A Unique piece of work was done by
preparing a complete list of all irrigation
works to be restored and those to be im-
proved with many details, The list was a
model and for a couple of decades or more
served the district without fresh investiga-
tions. The minor works were improved
under the supervision of Cultivation Officers
who were brought under the technical con-
trol of the D. I. E. There was no restriction
in the release of the needed funds from
Colombo and within a couple of years about
70 works rteceived benefit from the minor
irrigation funds. The major tanks were
handled by the D. I E. with great skill
and speed.

Immediale more use in the area under
paddy was bought about for Maha 1948 by
adding 5 acres under cach tank beyond the
then existing cultivation. The jungle, if any,
in this additional land was cleared earlier
mainly from relief works. This simple pro-
cess gave an additional 2,000 acres to the
then existting 25,000 acres under paddy,
Measuring and marking the land were done
by the Village Headmen on the rough and
ready method that 70 yards by 70 yards
gave aboutan acre and 140 yards by 140
ygrds gave 4 acres. Subsequently the Survey
Departmient was “requested to survey the
lands for proper alienatioii.

Land Kachcheries were held with gréat
speed and virtually on a continevous basis.
For quicker results, some lands were given
0. temporary basis pending regularising
them. There were some of the short cuts

adopted to make a slow moving government
machinery to speed up action.

A Subsidy scheme for constructing wells
was started and some Pprogress - was
made Greater progress was made later
when the writer as Director of Food
Production (Agrarion Services) formulated.
a proper scheme of wel! subsidy for high-
land cultivation for the whole Island. As
time went on, larger wells were sunk to
meet the demand for more water.

Full use of relief works was made for
earthwork as tank bunds and for opening
new village roads and widening existing
roads. No other district made such good
use of relief works as Vavuniya in 1948-49

All these efforts could be discribed as @
major break through after Independance on
the agricultural front. Assured water supply,
more water, more land for cultivation,
construction of wells, providing some of the
infra structure. a willing field service to
provide technical assistance and above all
the confidence given to the people that they
were not a neglected lot could be mentioned
as the first phase in Vauvaiya agricultural
development.

- The 1958 riots and aftermath made
many people living in the South consider
taking lands in the District. Many took
lands, however all did not succeed. The few
who succeeded added strength to highland
cultivation. Onions and chillies by now have
become established in the district. By early
sixties groundnut found its way among the
crops cultivated on the highland, Pulses
were gradually added. And today Vavuniya
holds third place in groundnut cultivation
amqng'au districts of the Island; chillic
cultivation holds the second place and red
onions a high place surpassed only by Jafina

In this decade lift irrigation with animal
power was gradually replaced by pumps and
tow only pumps are in use. Perhaps othet
:ngdce; thgg‘t’fer would have to be. consi-

or the future in view of  today™s hig
prices of fuel. re in view of . today’s p:gh
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It is not out of place to mention that in
promoting subsidiary crops. Muttu-Iyan—
Kaddu Scheme played some part. This was
the first scheme in the Island’s recent
history that when a tank was restored, its
water was allowed for purposes other than
for paddy cultivation. 1t was here fhat people
from the peninsula came in reasonable mem-
bers to do that type of cultivation specialized
in the peninsula. When the performance
was repeated in Muttu—Iyan-kaddu. the
Vanni people realized that they could them-
selves do this cultivation in their own lands
equally. Mr. S. Kanagaratnam as Project
Manager (a former Deputy Director of
Agriculture) did yeoman service which the
writer had occasion to witness in 1968 when
he visited the scheme.

Though subsidiary focd crops were
gaining ground, paddy which is the most
portant crop of the Vanni was geiting a
boast from successive governmentsand parti-
cularly under the Premiership of Dudley
Senanayake (1965-—1970). The average yield
of paddy of atout 25 bushels per acre
in the early fiftics had almost doubled in a
quarter century after incependence.

These achicvements could be considered
as the second phase of agricultural develop-
ment of the district. These achievements are
further freasures in the extents and yield rates
of paddy, successful cultivation of subsi-
diary crops and  way of life accomo_dalmg
ofher cultivation besides the traditional
paddy only cultivaiion.

What is the next phasein
agricultural development? .

Our first thoughts go to paddy cult®
vation. We have a long way to E£0. The
districts average yield is generally below the
island’s average. It holds a middle place
among the 24 disiricts. There may be good
reasons why thi isso. liis pseful to know
them equally we have to overcome them.
It is here that agricultural 1csearch-
ers, extensicn officers and paddy farn:Eers
should get together 1o find the ren}edjieS.
Should not we give this our first priority”

Vavuniya’s

Next we have to push ahead with minor
crops. Sri Lanka hasa long wayto go in
this cultivation and Vavuniya can play its
part The protein content of our food is
below standared. Pulses could come to the
rescue at least in part. This district has
shown that pulses can be grown success-
fully. Letusgo ahead.

I regularly meet in Kuala Lumpur a
relation of mine, an expert on goats, work-
ing in the Malaysia’s agricultural research
institute, He has visited Vavuniya District.
He considers it a very suitable district for
goat rearing. I am sure agricultural planners
in Sri Lanka would not have missed this
point. Perhass this activity could be consi-
dered seriously. if it has not already been
done,

In America, it is started, that for one
larmer who produces food directly, 2 others
are needed in other agricultural and food
services such as transportation, processing,
storage etc. before reaching the food consu-
mer. Perhaps 2 may not be the correct
number for us; it is possibly one. On ftiis
basis we have some scope for activities
related to agriculture after the producer
stage. (I am loathe to usc agro-industries
¢s it may be misleading in our context). True
there are rice mills and pulling plantsin the
district. May be there is scope for a tivities
beyond these.

With so many specialists in agricultural
planning, I am sure there are many other
activities to be added for the future. These
activities naturally have to be funded and
executed—also on a continuing basis.

“Arise, awake and stop not till the goal
is reachcd” says Tagore. If Mahaveeran
Fandara—Vanniyan were alive ke will possi-
bly repeat this fo us.

Foot note: ;
Vavuniya Districi used in  ihis article
mainjj {0 the fermer geographical
] jtivu and




Two celebrated reservoirs

of the Vanni

History records Pandara Vanniyan as
a semi-independant Prince of the Vanni,
who ruled the Mullaitivu Region with
valour and courage. Hisname and fame
is treasured by the Vamni folks and the
unveiling of a statue of him is a fitting
tribute.

Two celebr.ted water siorage reservoirs
had watered this region for agricultural
development from ancient days. However
they had fallen into disrepair and been
abandoned for some years.

I recall my association in opening them
up and revealing them for commissioning
once again. Muthn Jyan Kaddu Kulam off
Oddichuddan.

In the year 1949, when I was working
in Vavuniya, having heard of an ancient
reservoir lying abandoned in the jungle, an
effort was set afoot to locate it, The ques-
tion was put to a group of elders, who had
assembled at my request at the office of the
Revenue Officer, on a saturday afternoon.
As a result of the discussion that ensued
the quest for the ancient reservoir was
successful. Proceeding into the jungle the
remnants of the stupendous earthen em-
bankment of the ancient Muthu Rayan
Kaddu Kulam were discerned. There it
was with a broken up spillway and damaged
sluice structure. We also fouud the remn-
ants of a place of worship on the hill top
at the flank. The broken massive Adukku
Kallu ancient was discovered about half a
mile below. All these were reputed to have
been erected originally during the Kylak-

S. ARUMUGAWM
Former Deputy Dir. of Irrigation

koddan’s Vanni regime. A peculiar feature
was that the tank had two large breaches
of about equal size, which is not usual, for
flood waters escaping through the first
breach cannot head up again for breach-
ing at asecond place. A double breach is
usually attributed to wilful damage rather
than natural calamity. An ancient way of
damaging a rival’s tank bund has been to
drive a herd of cattle acrossthe bund into
the tank and back again several times, this
would cause damage at two places of
equal magnitude.

Steps were taken to open up the place
for commencing restoration work, which
was completed by 1959. Today it is a major
colonisation project working more than
6000 acres.

Thannimurippu Kulam near Mullaitivu.

This is a celebrated reservoir of vetry
ancient antiquity. The Naga stone still
found near the sluice seem to indicate eras
when the Nagas occupied the northern
parts of the Island. Thannimurippu was
not its original dor ancient name.

The celebrated reservoir that impoun-
ded the flow of the nayaru would have been
the source of life to the ancient settlement
and township of Kuruntanur, below Kurun-
tan malai and would therfore justly called
Kuryntan Kulam. However a small tank
perpetuates  this name today. The term

Thannimurippu only indicates where the
waters breached the tank bund.
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Found abandoned and breached, ihe
work was opened up in 1949. A special
feature that was noticed was the portions of
the tank bund had been built up at two
different levels. The tank had therefore
functioned with different water levels during
different eras. The later era was satisfied
with a smaller tank. Actually this tank had
functioned during three separate eras.

e Steps taken to restore the work resulted
in its completion in 1959. The reservoir
now waters about 4000 acres.

To conclude, I would add that develop-
ment growth and well—being of the area
would be our best contribution tcday, to
the memory of this valiant Prince of the
Vanni.

'IMIWNIIWW”MJ”}MM} P S o o s

On a law carriage carrying a ball of 1k Ib weight fifty five
stan of arms, twelve pikes, two swords, two creeses, one bayonet

one barrel, and two baskets of ammunition.

Sixteen houses in

which Pandara had stored his possessions were burnt, and

his people were dispersed in different directions in

the jungle

and aventually driven out of Vanni. The power of the vanni chiefs
was finally and effectually extinquishred.

Manuel of the vanni Districts
By J' P. Lewis



Adangapatiu and Pandaravanniyan

Kulasegeram Vairmuitu PANDARA
VANNIYAN-Tne last ruler of \{ANNI
hed been 2 person dreaded by the Britishers
in the early pert of the nintcenth century
this is clearly understood from the mscrip-
tions eppearing on 2 ‘Stonc-Memuscript
found at Katchil:imedu, » Villege about
three miles from ODDUSUDDAN, where
the Historical SIVAN tcemple is situated.
Tne neme KATCHILAIMADU, is in itsell
means ‘Stone-Menuscript” ond most
probably this vill: ge hrd boen nemed with
reference to this ‘Manuscript’. 1'he words
inscribed are:-

"“HERE ABOUTS CAFTAIN VON
DRIEBERG DEFEATED PANDARA -
VANNIYA 31IST OCTY. 1803

From the above inscription it could be
scen that the English inspite of their rd-
vancements in arméments were very much
concerncd 2bout the determincd resistance
of Pand; ravanniyven end his men who were
merely handling treditionz] wezpons. ne
word ‘DEFEATED’ inscribed on the
inscript cannot have been used by the
English Captein if he arrested or took into
custody an ordinary ruler with the lcest
resistance. A reasonzble grounds in gs-
suring that the word ‘DEFEAl” which is
normezlly used to win over z bzttle hed been
inscribed by the Czptain VON DRIEBERG
who was proud of having overpowercd »
native Vanniyan Lezder who wis fighting
with determinztion to drive cwry (e
English who were trying to disrcspect the
subrulers in their own land of birth.

Even though therc is not much dgey-
mentary evidence or historiczcl  records
about this Vinniyan Prince PANDARA-
VANNIYAN; the clders in snd  zround
this village hes much to sey -bout this
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By Dr. S. V.

PARARAJASINGHAM
Member D. D. C. Vavaniya

couregeous prince. He hed his palace at
Pzndarcikkulem, siturted 2bout four miles
from Oddusudd:n on the Oddusuddan-
Nedunkerni Road. Whis Prince being a
bachelor hed 2 lover ot ‘KATHALIAR
SAMMALANKULAM. a villge 2bout
two miles from Oddusuddan on the same
roed. 1'ne word ‘KATHALIAR’ mesns
sweet-heart” hence the villzge had been
called with that sdjcctive. The neme of
Pondoravenniyen’s lover was ‘KURUVI-
CHCHY’ Vennichchy. 7The sister of
Pand: ravenniyan wss NALLANAC HCH-
AN Vannichchy who wss  marricd to
KUMARASINGHE Venniven eldest son
of Nuwere-Venniyen of Kandy.  7This
prince Kumerssinghe Vonniyen wos shot
by the Britishers in a beattle at Mullaitteevu
KURUVICHCHY Vannichchy on heering
the defeat of Pandaravanniyan with Panda
ravanniyen's sister  Neollenzchchen hed
caten & poisonous “YAM' culled “Karthigei-
Kilengu’ and committed suicide by lying
on & raw  coconut leef thatched-celled
‘Pennedad’ neer & river celled KURUVICH-
CHY ARU’ crossing the Oddusuddan-
Nedunkerni roe.d . This rets of the princess’
r¢ in recordence to the troditions] customs
of royal fumeles who terminste their lives
s thair pertners cre killed in battle.

The young Venniyen prince Pandare-
venniyin, though 2 sub-ruler hed been
¢ person with daring dispcsiton end grim
determinetion 2s understood from the fol-
lowing statements eppesring in the book
“Yelpene Serithem ( As quoted by C. S.
book ‘Yalpene S:rithem (As quoted by
C. S. Nevergtnem) ‘PANDARAVANNI-
YAN of Mullzitcevu wes ¢ coursgeous 2nd
Independent prince. On one occesion the
Dutch zuthoritics forced him to supply
with “DYE ROOYS which request he
flatly refuscd to carry out”
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The character and qualities of this
voungster is in direct confirmity of the
character and quelities zttributed to the
Vanniyan Tribe who are stid to be beld
and courageous body-guards of ‘CHOLA’
kings called “VELAPPADAL; which lezders
would commit suicide in case of their kings
being killed in battle. It is probably beczuse
. of the sincerity of these Venniyens that the
,‘CHOLA Kings geve pride of plice in
e their kingdom. Because of this quelity of
these tribes the CHOLA kings zppeinted
them Sub-rulers to territorigs to their
- kingdom to prevent warriors geining casy
access to the cepitel kingdem. 7These
Vanniyan sub-rulcrs were strong  and
relizble defenders , who' cannot be easily
- overpowered by opponents.

‘ The Vanni territory lies in the land
| bounded by Anurzdhzpur on the south,
“Yrincomzlee on the Eest, Mulliitcevu on
| the North, Mannar on the west znd Pich-
‘chilappzlli on the North-west. This Tir-
ritory was celled  ‘ADANKAFFATTU’
- meaning ‘UNCONTROLLABLE Tirritory
as the inhabitants of this arce Vehimently
opposed to domination of &ny fom_l kut
lvery cordicl and secrifycing to fricnds.
“Yhe above presumption is justifizble ws the
following statements from the ‘Menuzl of
Vanni’® shows;

1 It is cheracteristic of the spirit of this
" people that the Dutch mct nowhere 2 moie
| | determinced resistznce then from one of the
 Anztive princess Vannichchy Meria Se.m-
, Jette (. Nallenachiyer of Pananirfiign

The Vanni Rulers were very cordizl
land attended znnuzl conferences of the
kings in Jeffna when the Jaflne kingdem
was ruled by native kings such &s Periaeje-
sekzra Mohereje (Singhei Ariyen), Chem-
pekeperumel (Szppumel) @nd Sengiliyan
o these kings respected these Vanniyen

their courts. When the Portuguese, Dutch
and the Britishers werg 7dopung similer
formg of administration like the nz.twci'
~ kings, and summoned them for ennud

ers znd gave thcm pride of plece. 1.
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conferences called ‘Durbar’ and to pay
j‘r;butc, these Venniyan rulers  totelly
ignored 2nd refraincd from attending these
conferences.  Whis is substentizted from
the- following stotc ments by 2. dutch Gov-
ernor named THOMAS VAN RHEE;

“THE VANNI RULERS WERE
STANDING WIiTH ONE FOO1 ON
THE COMPANY'S LAND AND 7YHE
OTHER FOO1 ON 1THE KINGS TER-
RITORY, THEY WERE A CONTANY
JRRITAYION 7O "HE DUTCH AS
THEY HAD BEEN 70 THE FORTUG-
ESE: THE CHIEFS WOULD NOT
OFYEN PAY THEIR ANNUAL ‘%RI-
BUTE OF EI EPHANTS AND THEIR
LAND RENTS AND SOME OFYTEN
WOULD NOT APPEAR AY THE DUR-
BAR WHEN T"HEY WERE SUMMONED
BY GOVERNORS™.

Ywo of the powcrful rulers of Vanni
who totelly ignortd the foreigners were
KAILAIVANNIYAN of Paninkim:m end
PANDARAVANNIYAN of Kurunavat-
pattu-Mullizwelei.  Pandirevenniyen not
only revolted zgrinst the English, Eut he
hed sent his men to strengthoning  the
Kandiyan Army which defeztcd the English
army sent by Governor NORTH.  This
hed infurirreted the Britishers who sint &
dete.chment of Army leed by Ceptiin VON
DRIEBERG on 25th August 1803 which
wes met with force by Pandirivinniyzn,
who in one stteck had slein SIXTY British
sodicrs #nd drove thcm up to Mulliitieva
g8t {here the Britishers esczpcd by sea to
Jafine in boats’.

On @ subsequenl oceasion E'H?EE
Army detachments were sent onc drom
rincomellce hended by Ceptiin EDWARD
MADGE. Another from J: fine. llci,d by
Leut. John JEWELL and 2 Tnird leed
by Ceiptiin VON. DRIEGERG  from
" Magnar with the connivance of Kekkai-

=Jznnivan of Kerukkeddu -Mcolai ]]L?.]:

cnkuzm supriscd Pezndarzvennyen 2
I]\{dAI}TCLHILA]M&DU on 31st Oct. 1803
and defeated Lim efter 2 sword-fight.
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