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Significance of Sivaratri

His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Chandrasckharendra
Saraswathi Sri Sankaracharya Swamigal of
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam.

Lord Shiva and His Worship

Professor T. Nadaraja, M.A, Ph.D. (Camb))
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SIGNIFICANCE OF
SIVARATRI

HIS HOLINESS JAGADGURU SRICHANDRASEKHARENDRA SARASWATHI SRI SANKARA-
CHARYA SWAMIGAL OF KANCHI KAMAKOTI PEETAM

GOD is omnipresent and allpervasive. By the very nture of these qualities, He eannot have any
form. He is, therefore, formless (aruvam). But in order to bless us, He assumes innumerable
forms (wruvam). The Linga form in which we worship Isvara, is symbolic of both His form-
lessness (aruvam) and form (urnuvam) It is symbolic of form because it has a particular shape,
it is symbolie of formlessness because it has neither head nor limbs, like other images. The
very cvonception of a Linga denotes something which has neither beginning nor end. The literal
meaning of Linga is symbol.

Isvara assumes various forms in pursuance of His Divine Leela. The prime manifestation
with a form of the formless Isvara, is known as the Lingodbhavmoorthi and He made his appea-
rance in that form exactly at midnight on Sivaratri. That is why all devotees keep vigil during
the night of Sivaratri, and worship Isvara at midnight. If we go to any important Siva temple*
we will find a niche in the outer wall of the sanctum sanctorum exactly behind the spot
where the deity is installed. In that-niche, we can find a representation of the Lingodbhava-
moorthi—a form emerging out of 8 Linga. We can see neither the top half of the head nor the
bottom of the legs of that form. All the other attributes of Siva, like the axe (para<u), the deer
(mriga) ete. will be found sculptured. We will find also depicted a swan in flight at the top of
the Linga and a boar, burrowing the earth at the bottom. According to tradition, Brahama
took the form of a swan to find out the crown of Siva’s head and failed. Similarly Vishnu took
the form of a Varaaha (boar), and burrowed deep into the bowels of the earth to locate the feet
of Siva and failed. Thus, in Lingodbhavamoorthi, we have the, unique combination of Brahma,
Vishnu and Siva, impressing in our minds that God is one, full, and all-pervasive, Both the
aruvam (form lessness) and the uruvam (form) aspects of Isvara are thus depicted.

The Lord who performs the illuminating dance (ujvala thandavam) appears in the form of
Lingodbhavemoorthi on Sivaratri to shower His grace on us. It is our duty, on that day, to
fast, keep awake, and worship Him at midnight, at least with one leaf of bilva tree. There is a
saying that no intelligent dog will touch its food on Sivaratri day. There is also a story of how a
hunter received the grace of Isvara by even unconsciously worshipping Siva with bilva leaves on
this. night According to the story, a hunter, who was pursued by a tiger, climbed up the nearest
tree. The tiger stationed itself under the tree to catch the hunter as soon as he came down. Lest
he should fall asleep and tumble down from his perch, the hunter engaged himself in plucking
the leaves of the tree one by one and throwing them down. It so happened that the tree on
which the hunter found safety from the tiger was a bilva tree, and the bilva leaves which he
plucked and dropped down, one by one fell ou the top of a Siva Linga installed under the tree.
Even for this act of unintentional worship, ths hunter was blessed by Isvara. Let us also
spend Sivaratri in fasting and vigil and in wors hipping Siva, particula rly at the

. time He
assumed the form of Lingodbhavamoorthi and earn His divine grace,

(Kamakoti Vani)
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LORD SHIVA AND HIS WORSHIP

BY
T. Nadaraja

I

Hinduism is the oldest of the world’s living religions and in the course of its long history
there have emerged withinit various cults centred on the worship ofthe Supreme Spiritin
different manifestations, Today there are three main Hindu cults-those of Shiva, of Vishnu
and of Shakti (the Divine Energy personified as a goddess, who is most commonly regarded as
Shiva’s consort). Of the followers of these three cults the Shaivites are probably the most
numerous, and the Shaiva cult appears to have had the longest course of development.

The orivins of Shaivism are shrouded in obscurity, but in its developed forms it appears
to have been derived from both Vedic or Aryan and pre-Avyan elements. In the Indus Valley
civiisation there is evidence of a god with some of the features later associated with Shiva,
and this led Sir John Marshall to declare that ‘° Saivism has a history going back to the Chal-
colithic age, or perhaps even further ” and that it is * the most ancient faith in the world 1
Even before the Indus Valley civilisation had been unearthed, scholers had pointed out that
the Rudra—Shiva cult of Vedic times had in earlier days borrowed non-Aryan elements from
aboriginal cults of mountain spirits, demons and gods of fertility?, The result has been that
in the composite Shaiva religion there is a mixture of widely divergent elements. Shiva is
benevolent and wrathful, austere and exuberant, creative and destructive.

Shiva is worshipped and Shaiva shrines are found in all parts of the Indian subcontinent-
from Pashupathinath in Nepal, Amarnath in Kashmir and Kedarnath in the Himalayas, through
Vishvanath in Kasi (Banaras), Bhuvaneshwar in Orissa in the east and Somnath il;. Kathiawar
in t,he.wes‘r, right down to Rameshwaram in the deep south. TIn Spi Lanka, as Sir Paul Peirig
has said,® < long before the arrival of Vi Jaya there were five reco gnised Isvarams [Shiva shrines]
which claimed and received the adoration of all India ” ; and he named Tirukketishvaram and

1 L - .y
Tandeshvaram near Mannar, Munneshvaram near Chilaw, Tirukoneshvaram near Trineomalee
and Naguleshvaram near Kankesanturai.

“S = '. 3 R 2 € > L3 :

o o ,[z‘a,!w:m ,-m has been_ said?, * knits far-away Kashmir with South India and, within
3 ut ]nf_ 1::1, }ie sa;m;-;:f Tamil, Kannada and Telugu . 'This statement refers to three great
gtonal schools of Shaivism-Kashmir Shaivism Tamil Shaivi i !

| ; . : _ ; Jhatvism and the Virashaivism of
Karnataka. FEach of thegse has philosophical and theological texts as well as popular devotional

::e;:it:;c nf't grea.; rel.igious fervour. Kashmir Shaivism is represented by the Pratyabhijna
system of philosophy based on the teachings of Vasugupta Somananda and {bma,ia,

fi enturvs: Vi s verses of Lal Ded (v Gran al > -
ourteenth century®; Virashaiyism by the teachings of Basava of the tw;lf'thngenﬁltl) )I::{ :1111:
we anfury a i

l "(’. .{ i 1t i e i Y E
'Yll e Ei?'!h}:i :J]i{ : ??‘Sl]j}?y}&, &I]ﬂ-nlﬂ, a.-lld I‘([ahafleviyal{kﬂ. Of the t-f‘]lth to tr\‘r{}].ft]l cen i ]
and anil § sn Wy the texts of the Slniva. h ‘iddh& 0 i . V I ; i,
'l' alv, L > nia t)]l "Jl{)g] ans ]ik{‘ Me Tevar
g R f B - [ kim.tﬂ J.e var,

Arulnanti Sivacharya and Umapati S

E apati Sivacharya of the thi

and the hymns of gaj % e g ” ) 10 thirteenth and fourteenth centuri 87,

e 3 ns : sf'unts like Tirugnana Sampantar, Appar or Tirunay kkars et m‘h i
R B onilE of tha e e e avaikiarasu, Suntarar, and
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Tamil Shaivism has been acclaimed by foreign students of comparative religion as one
of the most significant and interesting forms assumed by Hinduism. 1In it the d.?rker and ﬁerc?r
elements associated with the older conceptions of Shiva have been transformed mto tha.womh:p
of a Supreme God of grace and love, a compassionate Father who cares for all lmr.tg beings anfi
is ready to assist them in their pilgrim’s progress through life. Of the devotional (bhakt?)
poetry of the Tamil Shaiva saints Sir Charles Eliot declared : ©“ The mmarka..ble feature of this
religion  is the personal tie which connects the soul with God. In no literature... has t'hn
individual religious life-its struggles and dejection, its hopes and fears, its confidence and its
triumphs-received a delineation more frank and more profound "% and Dr. L. D. Barnett has
said : ““ No cult in the world has produced a richer devotional literature or one more instinct
with brilliance of imagination, fervour of feeling and grace of expression 19,

The Tamil hymns of the four best known Shaiva seints-Sampantar, Appar Suntarar
and Manikkavasakar-are a record of intense personal experience and are not based on any very
systematic theology. It wasin the texts of the great Tamil divines of the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries who followed later that the philosophy of Tamil Shaivism was
elaborated and formulated in the Shaiva Siddhanta system. Rev. G. U, Pope, a Christian
missionary who translated important Tamil works (including Manikkavasakar's Tiruvasakam
mto English,) has said : ** Caivism is the real religion of the Scuth of India and North Ceylon
and the Caiva Siddhanta philosophy has, and deserves to have, far more influence than
any other..The Caiva Siddhanta system is the most elaborate, influential and undoubtedly the
most intrinsically valuable of all the religions of India. It is peculiarly..the Tamil religion
and holds sway over the hearts of the Tamil people "1 Tamil Shaivites may justifiably be
proud of the religion and the philosophy which are a vital part of their heritage.

II

In the main sanctum sanctorum of Shaivite temples Shiva is usually worshipped in the
form of the lingam, a cylindrical pillar rounded at the top and fixed into a circular or quadran-
gular receptacle placed on a monolithic pedestal. The origins of the lingam are lost in the mists
of antiquity and its meaning has been the subject of much discussion. It is not possible in the
space at our disposal to deal at all adequately with these subjects. But it may be said that one
view regards the lingam as symbolising light (its top representing the flame and its bottom
the phenomenal world in which the flame appears) ; while another view is that the symbolism of
the lingam is sexual, the pillar representing the phallus,

It is possible that the main idea behind the Shivalingam in the earliest phase of its history
was phallic.  According to one view phallic worship flourished in India from remote antiquity
amongst the aboriginal tribes from whom it was borrowed by the Vedic Aryans. The idea that
there was something divine in virility and the preoccupation with sexual symbolism is ancient
and widespread; and even in European countries traces of these ideas have persisted down to
modern times'?, But whatever the original basis of lingam worship, there is no doubt that the
appearance of the lingam in its conventional form and the worship offered to it have for centuries
been perfectly decorous. It can be confident] y asserted that today the lingam is never associated
in the minds of its worshippers with indecent ideas or sexual passion®, hnt that on the contrary
it is regarded as the perfect symhol of the formless, all-pervading Divine Spirit which is discernikle
in all the operations of the phenomenal universe. Tt is “a sign, an ‘image’, of the rhythmie
creation and destruction of the universe which expresses iteelf in forms and periodically returns
to its primal preformal unity before being reborn’'14,
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16 ¢ ghat a religion whose outward cere-
f the worship of the linga should draw
moral or social stigma. Yet as
It gives the best picture which

', writes Sir Charles Eliot,

“ It may seem strange ’ 3
5 . consist chiefly o

monies, though unassuming and modest, :
its adherants largely from the educated classes and be under no

j ivai d force.
an idea, as a philosophy, Sivaism possesses truf»h-ﬂﬂ : : it bk
hu::m?laity has ?irawu rI:f zhe- Lord of this world, not indeed of the ideal to which the saint aspires,

nor of the fancies with which hope and emotion people the spheres bchu;di:hee;'zﬂr;n}i]:z zfl:}::;
force which rules the Universe as it is, which reproduces and destroys, 3”:; ochhange oFor i
these acts necessarily performs the other, seeing that '!uobh‘ are but ESI:e . s 5 -émm"tor
animal and human existence 1s the product of se:;ubal glaa::i n ::;ﬁﬁﬂf:;ie;ﬁ;:; ;:1{' 5 'inrli\r;dua l);’
s i ither beginning nor end but co ) - se als
?ﬁ?;ﬂ:ﬁf?g;h; :;;;E;L};md in endg. This force, to which EHI’OPG_&“ taste b‘df) “f’t rl'efer with
such reticence, is the true creator of the world....But the Crea'tor is also the | ]e-—. ;i f..l}rer,_not.
in anger but by the very nature of his activity. When the series of chaflges eu mmu.ttas in a
crisis and an individual breaks up, we seo death and destruction, but' in rer.mht-y they oceur
throughout the process of growth. The egg is destroyed when tht.) chlckrejn is hatcht_ad ; the
embryo ceases to exist when the child is born ; when the man comes into being, ‘the child is no
more. And for change, improvement and progress death is as necessary as birth. A world

of immortals would be a static world .

In early Tamil literature of ahout the beginning of the Christian era we find references
to shrines centred around an erect pillar in which a god dwells,® and the deity worshipped is
called Kanthali’?. This worship probably developed into, or at least merged with, the worship
of the Shivalingam. The word Kanthali (a derivative or a variant of kanthu, meaning ** post )
is explained by a later commentator on the early texts as * Roality transcending all categories,
without attachment, without form, standing alone as the Self”!8, Even if such an abstract
conception of a transcendant God was a late development, it does indeed represent the elevated
conception of the Shivalingam which is present in the minds of its worshippers today.

Professor Mircea Eliade cites the worship of the lingam as illustrating the existence of
different modalities of the sacred side by side, the interpretation of the masses being as authentic
as and complementing that of the religious elite of the community®. Nearly a century earlier,
Professor H. H. Wilson made the following remarks on linga worship®: ¢ There is nothing
like the phallic orgies of antiquity ; it is all mystical and spiritual. The linga is twofold, external
and internal. The ignorant who need a visible sign worship Siva through a ‘mark’ or ‘type’-
which is the proper meaning of the word linga, of wood or stone : but the wise look upm;. this
outward emblem as nothing and contemplate in their minds the invisible, the inscrutable type
(alinga) which is Siva himself. Whatever may have been the origin of this form of worship
in India, the notion upon which it was founded according to the impure'fancies of European
writers are not 'to be traced even in the Saiva Puranas ”. A. Barth has observed2! : “Of all
t-hfa rePresentatmns of Ithe deity which Tndia has imagined these (lingas) are perhaps the least
offensive E" look at. Anyhow they are the least materialistic ; and if the common people make
fetishes of them, 1t is nevertheless true that the choice of these symbols by themselves to the

exclusion of every O.f-hta!‘-lmage was, on the part of certain founders of sects, such as Basava?®?
a sort of protest against idolatry . ’ h ,

We have already mentioned the view that the Shi
explanation of its origm finds iconographic ex
manifestation image '), which is usually found in
sanctuary of the Shivalingam in Shiva temples.
within a lingam ringed with flames, with the god B

; valingam symbolises light. This
pression in the Lingodbhavamurti (** Linga
a rmclhel'pla,ced in the outer west wall behind the
This mage shows a standing figure of Shiva
rahma at the top in the form ni‘a_s\mn soaring
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into the sky and the god Vishnu at the bottom in the form of & boar delving into the earth. P

According to the legend in the Linga Purana,*® Brahma and Vishnu were engaged in a vigorous
fight about their respective claims to superiority when a luminous pillar of fire appeared before
them. They agreed to explore the source of this mystery. Vishnu dug downward and Brahma
flew upward fot a thousand years, but they failed to find the beginning or the end of the pillar.
Finally Shiva appeared and received their acknowledgement of his superiority as the Supreme
God ; and thereafter the worship of the lingam was established in all the worlds.

In the texts of the Shaiva Siddhanta School of philosophy and in the hymns of the Shaiva
saints we are told that Lord Shiva, though Himself formless, manifests His grace to His devotees
by voluntarily taking forms adapted to their needs for the purpose of enabling them to obtain
salvation. God may therefore be worshipped as possessing form (rupa), or as formless (arupe),
or as both formless and with form (rupa arupa).

The ordinary Shivalingam in the innermost sanctum of a Shaivite temple and the Lingod-
bhava image may be regarded as symbols of Shiva partaking of both form and formlessness,
since they possess a certain form but lack all the features and limbs of the fully anthropomor-
phic forms The many iconographie representations of Shiva in anthropomorphic forms, each
based on various legends in the Puranas, are among the glories of Indian sculpture®.
Examples of such forms are Ardhanarishvara (the “ half female Lord ”’, eonjoining in one
body Shiva and his shakii or energy personified ag his consort), Somaskanda (Shiva with consort
Uma and child Skanda or Muruka), Dakshinamurthi (the  south-facing form ” of the Lord
as youthful teacher imparting wisdom to the ancient sages), Gangadhara (‘‘ bearer of the
Ganga ”, Shiva with the river-goddess Ganga in his locks) and the best known, Nataraja
or Natesa (the * Lord of the Dance ).

The legends of this dance are associated especially with the famous temple of Chidambaram
about 150 miles south-west of Madras in South India. For Shaivites this is “ The Temple **
or House of God par excellence. Tn the central shrine of this temple there are to be found, in
significant juxtaposition, a crystal Shivalingam, behind it figures of Nataraja or Shiva as Dancer
and his consort side by side (which, as we shall see, embody many important features of Shaiva
symbolism), and also an akasa or ether lingam, which represents the Formless God of the highest
mysticism. * The shrine at Chidambaram is unique in combining the exoteric and the esoteric
aspects of Siva worship. The Nataraja dancing the cosmic dance is separated from the holy
of holies hy a veil, which [when] raised ... [reveals] mere space, the ether filling it being the
symhol of God. But even this subtle, all-pervading element is deemed an inadequate symbol,
for the ether is to the Hindu sages unintelligent matter (jadakasa) ¢ material space’, while
God is chid-akasa, ‘ Spirit-space -pure being (sat), pure intelligence (chit), pure bliss (ananda).

Hence the mystic name of the shrine, Chid-ambaram, * Spirit-space ’, ambaram heing another
word for akasq .25

: We must now turn to examine more closely the best known of the anthropomorphic
images of Shiva-the form of Nataraja or the Lord of the Cosmiec Dance. According to an
?,uthorltative text on Indian dancing, the Bharata Natya Shastra, Shiva is said to have danced
in one hut.tdred and eight modes, and on the eastern and western gopurams or temple towers
of the Ch.lda.mhamm Temple there are sculptured representations of these. The pose most
f}ft-en de;plcted in the magnificent South Indian bronze images which have now become known
Internationally? is thatof Shiva dancing the ananda tandava®” or Dance of Pure Bliss-as in the
famous Chola bronze of the early eleventh century which is still in worship in the great Brihadish
vara Temple at Tanjore in South India and the bronze dating ;

185788
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from the same century found at_-



Polonnaruwa in 1007 which is now in the Colombo Museum. 1_“‘“‘1"“‘;2’%; > f:’l’ﬁ:;:f:‘f;
Stotra, & Sanskrit Hymn of Praise to the Dancing Shiva?, is attributed ,
Lanka, who is said to have been a great devotee of Shiva®®”. : i

The symbolism of the eloquent image of Shiva Nataraja has been eXN?}‘“‘*‘T};ﬁﬁ 5 ‘1’]1' "%‘;‘;
to the doctrines of the Shaiva Siddhanta philosophy and Shaiva legends m; Sl_ny .w rggﬁ yand
Ponnambalam Arunachalam in an article on ‘ Polonnaruwa BL:OBZGS 5:“( 0:?: Th?a Dalr)l. i
Symbolism " and by his cousin Dr. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy 1l gl e A
Shiva *®, We cannot enter here into the details of the rich s)'mF‘Oh"-‘m e a;re g '} >
short account of the main features to an Appendix. In the r.ietalls of such .ant *irgggenimiv 1ie
idols many features of life and local custom are duplicated, mtserprete'd and vali : long
sermons, it has heen said,*! are unnecessary among worshippers of su-ch idols, which are a focus
for the meditations of the devout and provide silent sermons all the time.
necessary to remember that the images in these t.en}ples are 11(?t.
thought of as mere symbols representing God. Each image by a p.ec%ﬂiar service, which is
called avahanam, becomes the abode of an in-dwelling deity and is itsell divine.... These
images are treated and spoken of as living and sentient beings... Devout and ent'husiastle
worshippers, amid the glare of the lampsand the smoke of the invense, seem to be carried away
80 as to entirely identify the invisible o*ject of their thought with that which is presented before
their eyes ... If it be remembered that some of these images have been actually worshipped,
tended, garlanded and treated as human heings for a thousand years ; that each generation has
done them service and lavished gifts upon them ; that they are connected by association with
long lines of saints and sages ; and that it is earnestly believed that Siva’s method of gracious
manifestation is by, and through, and in these... sacraments of his perpetual presence, we shall
understand with what profound awe and enthusiastic affection even images... can be beheld
by multitudes of good... people 752,

Tn this connection it is

To return to the theme of Siva’s Dance, its essential significance may be explained as
follows : the dance is a visual representation of the cosmic process regarded as the five activities
of the Lord-creation, maintenance and destruction of the Universe and embodiment and release
of human souls; the purpose of the dance is to release these souls from the illusions res-
ponsible for the continuance of embodiment ; and a necessary condition of their release is the
realisation that the place of the dance, Chidambaram (which Tamil Shaivites consider the spiri-
tua-.l e:antro of the Universe) is in reality within their own hearts. Coomaraswamy declares that
Shiva’s Danf}e is ““ the clearest image of the artwify of God which any art or reli:gion can boast
of.... No artist of today, however great, could more exactly or more wisely create an image
of that I'Bn{.argy which science must postulate behind all phenomena... Tn the night of Brahma
Nature is lnert-,. and cannot dance till Shiva wills it : He riges from [1is_ra.1}t-11r: and da.ncing,:
sends t:hmugh inert matter pulsing waves of awakening sound, and lo! ma.ttel: also dances
appearing as a glory round about Him. Dancing, He sustains ’its mani-fold phenomena. Ir;

the fulness of time, still dancing, ¥
i : 2, He destroys all forms and nam i i
This is poetry ; but none the less science *'3, i e

I ar £ & LH
field of ':lh i::;::tl;(})?i{ JThe e Oﬂ.)hym’c% (19?5}])"- Fritjof Capra, ascientist working in the
theo al high energy physies, writes:# “ Modern S Sk g b i

of creation ar:}d. destruetion is not only manifest in the turn of‘i.hB B TR t;!y ' E{
:laa.t-.h of all living ereatures but is also the very essence of mm&nicmm:_ﬂ o :11 i
Pﬂ"“f’le not only performs an energy dance, but also is an ;,m,rt; il s 't-ar,._,_ lj‘“?ry subatomie
creation and destruction... For the modern Phyﬂiaists_._- Rhlé\,)a,'; ‘:{:::: ai?ﬂ;’: t.lc?f ]o)zntf; ZS Ef

Z e ; n unh-
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atomie matter. As in Hindu mythology, it is a econtinual dance of ereation and destruction
involving the whole cosmos, the basis of all existence and of all natural phenomena.... Tho
bubble-chamber photographs of interacting particles, which bear testimony to the continual
rhythm of creation and destruction in the Universe, are visual images of the Dance of Shiva

equalling those of the Indian ariists in beauty and profound significance. The metaphor of
the cosmic dance thus unifies ancient mythology, religious art and modern physies. It is indeed
as Coomaraswamy has said, ‘ poetry, but none the less science *”, L

We may fittingly conclude this essay on the Worship of Lord Shiva with the following
words of Coomaraswamy :* * How amazing the range of thought and sympathy of those rishi*®
artists who first conceived such a type as this [Nataraja], affording an image of reality, a key
to the complex tissue of life, a theory of nature, not satisfactory merely to a single.... race,
nor acceptable to the thinkers of one century only but universal in its appeal to the philosopher,
the bhakta® and the artist of all ages and all countries.... It is not strange that the figure of
Nataraja has commanded the adoration of so many generations past : familiar with all
scopticisms, expert in tracing all beliefs to primitive su'perstltlons explorers of the infinitely
greal and infinitely small, we are worshippers of Nataraja still >
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APPENDIX

[The following interpretation of the symbolism of the Nataraja image by Joseph Campbel}
appears in his The Hero with a Thousand Faces (1956) pp. 128—130. Canmphell edited Heinvich
Zimmer’s Myths and Symbols in Indian Art and Civilisation (1946), for which Dr. Ananda K,
Coomaraswamy “supplied a number of supplementary notes to complete the work ™ (p. vi)
and which contains at pages 151—175 a good interpretation of the symbolisin.]

“The extended right hand holds the drum, the beat of which is the heat of time, time
being the first principle of creation ; the extended left holds the flame, which is the flame of the
destruction of the created world ; the second right hand is held in the gesture of ‘fear not ’,
while the second left, pointing to the lifted left foot, is held in a position symbolising ‘elephant’
(the elephant is the ‘breaker of the way through the jungle of the world’,i.e., the divineguide);
the right foot is planted on the back of a dwarf, the demon ‘Non-knowing’, which signifiesthe
passage of souls from God into matter, but the left is lifted, showing the release of the soul : the
left is the foat to which the ‘elephant-hand’ is pointing and supplies the reason for the assurance.
‘Fear not’. The God’s head is halanced, serene and still, in the midst of the dynamism of
creation and destruction which issymholized hy the rocking arms and the rhythm of the slowly
stamping right heel. This means that at the centre all is still. Shiva’s right earring is a man’s,
his left, & woman’s ; for the God includes and is beyond the pairs of opposites. Shiva’s facial
expression is neither sorrowful nor joyous, but is the visage of the Unmoved Mover, beyond, vet
present within, the world’s bliss and pain. 'The wildly streaming locks represent the long.
untended hair of the Indian Yogi, now flying in the dance of life ; for the presence known in the
joys and sorrows of life, and that found through withdrawn meditation are but two aspects of
the same, universal, non-dual, Being-Consciousness-Bliss. Shiva’s bracclets, arm bands, ankle

rings and brahminical thre T O ey o T _ ]
g cad ave living serponts.  This means that he is made heautitul by the
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Serpent Power—the mysterious Creative Energy of God, which is the material and the formal

eause of his own self-manifestation in, and as, the universe with all its beings. In Shiva’s hair
may be seen a skull, symbolic of death, the forehead-ornament of the Lord of Destruction, as
well as a crescent moon, symbolic of birth and increase, which are his other boo to the world.
Also, there is in his hair the flower of a datura—from which plant an intoxicant is prepared
(compare the wine of Dionysos and the wine of the Mass). A little image of the goddess Ganges
is hidden in his locks ; for it is he who receives on his head the impact of the descent of the
divine Ganges from heaven, letting the life-and salvation-bestowing waters then flow gently
to the earth for the physical and spiritual refreshment of mankind. The dance posture of the
God may be visualiscd as the symbolic syllable AUM, which is the verhal equivalent of the four
states of consciousness and their fields of experience (A : waking consciousness ; U : dream
consciousness ; M : dreamless sleep ; the silence around the sacred syllable is the Unmanifest

Transcendent.. The God is thus within the worshipper as well as without i
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HUOFFAUTUAITI DS | BHTSHST(GST  aun Lps !
GmwiGurapsin sTGNTERR afEasTsssr (siTaImps !
Curaifl oL Gmwmisar sitaimips !

s ABHGTY Iy swwiiuTesT (siTauTps !

gHer 3 CHuar Qmmarsr s igaurips |

TIRUVACAGAM

oOR

THE SACRED UTTERANCE
HYMN 1.

CIVAN’S WAYS OF OLD OR CIVAN’S COURSE FROM EVERLASTING

* Salutations,
Hail, the five letters | Hail, foot of the Lord !
Hail, foot of Him Who not for an instant quits my heart !
Hail, foot of the Guru-pearl that rules in Gogari !
Hail, foot of Him Who becomes, abides, draws near as the Agamam !
Hail, foot of Him, the One, the Not-One, and the King !

1. No~ma~gi-vy- 208 "
ﬁ:,;‘,ltbiofg C'lm?t ya. Thig is the mystie formula of five letters (or five syllables, as we should my)—
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Gusi GsBhHrane. Cupbsar sy Glais ! ‘
DoiumsE@n Nehensarmear GlLispsussr fasumm !
ymssramms GaGunstysr LysmiTGlalsvs | '
symEmelaur @mamoBagh Garavis LpissiT @msb'as !
Fragalani phmallsgen FEynsT Hpsh Glass |
ws emgGurp ! srpma aCurdy !

Bxs anyBurpml ? RausGs angGurppl !
CrwiCas Msirm mwasr oy Gurppl !

wimd Fpoumiss, wstarsr IgGurmal !

Fywir Quphsisemsi Cohmear sgGuming !

249075 Qeruib Iymay, wGunms !

(TEDTRN |
Fauora Qarafhmsy misrm asest
St arrGa) SyuaTmsT aah®s,
fbmzs wRsNmyriems sstlr
apHeng; sﬁ?mgp_@gub gw 2 myliusiurs,

Vactory to the foot of the King, who soothed my soul’s unrest, and made me His !
Vietory fo the jewelled feot of Pinnagan, who severs continuty of hirth |

Victory to the Aower-foot of Him Who is far from those without !

Victory to the anklets of the King, rejoicing’ mid those that fold adoring hands !
Victory to the anklets of the glorious One, who uplifits those that how the head !
Praise to the foot of Tcan ! Praise to my Father’s foot | y

Praise to the foot of the Teacher | Praise to Civan’s roseate foo, !

Praise to the foot of the Stainless, who in love stood near | 7

Praise to the foot of the King, who cuts off delusive hirth !

Praise to the foot of glorious Perun-turrai’s God !

Praise to the Mount, in grace affording pleasures that cloy not !

§ Introduction,

Because He, Civan, within my thought abides

By His grace alone, bowing before His feet

With joyous thought, Civan's “Ways of O1d ™ 'I1 te]
That thus my former “ deeds » may wholly lass.




Sl yomenTio ®

EOTI BB MSTH, ootk SOdISTIL 0hG\ 505

s SHOBLLTTN surisallmnes®,

siarmilmpba wanalonibs Wesml, saruGsralwrd,
stanmiinh GOl lwngsnGer | far QumesGi
Quusvsr sl Gusir ysapor GmeTmmlGuisir 1

L TET

LU R0 LLmin yagaumd wyon®a

usVall(Hs WIBN uPMmaluThOUTHOUTRE

BTl wallSrmin Guumid sanrisaTi
vy e eolaymids Comynis

Gastvr 9 BTy G5 Srauy Fhmwseir

srssumls 1Tmingi GpH5 %505 66T, TG wwssT !

EhHFTTE

GodiGu, o 61 Gurssramiyssr samysTYy MBHCmar ;
o MUSTHT IsTATSBIST ghisry Wi

I came, attained the grace the ** Brow-cyed * showed,

Adored the beauteous foot by thought unreached.

O Thou, Who fill’st the heaven, Who fill’st the earth, art manifested light
Transcending thought, Thou boundless One, ! Thy glory great

I, man of evil “deeds,” know not the way to praise !

§ His various embodiments,
Grass was I, shrub was I, worm, tree.
Full many a king of beast, bird, snake,
Stone, man, and deomon, *Midst Thy bosts I served.
The form of mighty Asuras, asceties, gods T bore.
Within these Immobile and mobile forms of life,

In every species born, weary I've grown, great Lord |

He found the Macter,

Truly, seeing Thy golden feet this day, I've gained release.
O Truth ! as the Ongaram dwelling in my soul,
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Qumiomfer srvsumb Gumi Jmn a5 HAR,
Quolisgeyrerivc 8 Waflilsrm Quouds Gy !
stepepTaTn GwrGsar Qeruln GumponGear !
SHHNDTH HATEN MNHVAEG, BOWGM !

PhHs OHTAd

&5 waral g ® Gsvmi, 9% S HinG 0
ST, Haoumd, SPluTd, SyELHaT,
Gurdgami, stardord y@geliumd BlerGmapioifsh
AHWESH Garflund, Grumi, mmilunGer !

wrHy warasfu BHearm wapGurGsar !
EPHHUNN HarGnh OBlisspHTH Guras
PmbBuit Dhslryr Gxeiteard) et

Wphs Apiumis@ o srimst Glumioner |

That I may ’seape. O spotless One ! O Master of the bull !

Lord of the Vedas | Rising, sinking, spreading, subitile One |

Thou art the heat | and Thou the cold ! the Master Thou, O spotless One !
Thou cam’st in grace, that all things false might fice,

True Wisdom, gleaming bright in splendour true,

To me, void of all wisdom, blissful Lord |

O Wisdom fair, causing unwidom’s self to flee far off !

§ kivans’ five Operations,

Thou know’st no increase, measure, end ! All worlds x
Thou dost create, protect, destroy, enrich with grace,

Release. Thou causest me to enter ‘mid Thy servant, band.

More subtile Thou than fragrance. Thou’ry afar, art near,

Thou art the Mystio word transcending word and thought,

As when are mingled milk, sweet juice of cane and butter,

ht of glorious devotees,
—our mighty One |

Thou dost distil, like honey, in the thoug

And cuttest off the {:Ollril]llf'f}' of births

_ ‘42'..’. e van's five works,
Civen's operations ®
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BWHS ISTUIRE B H BT G5,
mvBsIalNTs FHCGUH® BE,
Buhaar Gt absopadl. Bermypsomsit sy,
Hdh ssLuns Bukhs aigBuis s
HS1H Tnhs suranar HHemGor !

5
wramm Gand waihS waiss Gir |

§ Noman embodiment and enlightenment by grace.

Thou hast the colours five | While heavenly ones extolled

Thou didst lie hid, our mighty Lord ! In the strong grasp of decds,
I lay, hidden amid illusion’s shrouding gloom.

Thou binding with rare cords of virtue and of sin,

Didst clothe with outer skin, enveloping with worms and fith,—
Within my nine-gated dwelling foul bewildered,

By the five senses sore deceived,—

To me, mean as | was, with no good thing, Thou didst grant grace,
That I, with mind crewhile embruted,—pure one !—should

Becomeo eommingling love, in soul-subduing rapture melt |

Thou cam’st in grace on this same earth, didst show Thy mighty feet
To me who lay mere slave,—meaner than any dog,—

Essential grace more Irecious than a mother’s love !

§ Npithots of praise.
Spotless splenour !  Brightness of full-blown flower !

49. In Unmai-Vilakkam, b :

. E.w:rn_iu colour iz golden ;

Waren is | hits ; ¥1rE, the all-pervasive, is rod ;
~—he mighty win is blosk :

—he ETHER is smobe-coloured ;

Bo the five colours are mystically the five clements,—
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GanBulbor ! gissrol mGar | Gxnsirmo GlumsmouGsr !
Hubar ! MHEHEEMIR v Gar !

#ihOpertor urlQuredre G bms GumuonGar !

Fa i HEHMN0lsy HIATHSTH GHramBaria T Hum5 D ST
Cpubniu GuréGs | pionssfu giavariGa !

Guna@o syayin yserrapfami ysramiluGer !

s db@GwhsiaaGar | ansufiu GublyrafiiGu !

sty GassirtarGo | sgh 5T | Besmd Herm

Caxrpmé s Qyuaflumind, Gsmsairg misdramiarism,

O Teacher | Honied ambrosia |  Lord of Civat-town !

O venerated One, Guardian, Looser of Pacam’s tie,

Working in grace of love, that in my mind delusion may dic out !
Great river of exceeding tenderness, with ecaseless flow !
Ambrosia that satiates not ! Infinite, almighty Lord !

Light unseen that lurks within the souls that sought Thee not !
Thou Who abidest in my soul, till melting waters flow !

Thou Who art without pleasure or pain, Who yet hast both !
Loviug to loving ones | Effulgent One, Who all things art,

And their negation too ! Great Master, whom no darkness gathers l'tzund !
First One, Thow'rt End and Midst, and art devoid of these !
Father, Lord, Who drew’st, and mad’st me Thine !

Eye of the minds that see by keenest glance of wisdom true,
Hard to be eyed ! Subtle understanding, none can scrutinize |
Holy ! Who comest not, nor goest, nor mingling liv'st !
Guardian aho guardest us ! Great Light whom none can see |
Flood of delight | Father ! Light of all passing splendours

That appear |  Unutterably subtle Intellect !
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BmsNHmiousvio
Of all that in this world diverse pronounced as truth

Is known, Thou art the knowledge sure ! Full certitude !
Precious ambrosia, fountain welling up within ! My Owner Thon !

§ Parsionate invocation.
I can’t endure, our Gure, in this changing straitned frame to ‘bide.
Aran ! Ail Thy saints made true invoke Thee,
Worshipping abide, and praising Thee, from falsehood freed,
Hither return mo more | That deeds and birth cling not,
To sever bonds of this deceitful sensuous frame the might is Tnine !
Lord who dost dance, trampling dense darkness down !
Dancer in Tillai | Dweller in the Southern Pandi land !
Thou Who dost cut off evil birth —Adoring ever, Thee they name,
Whom words declare not ; then, 'HEATH THY SACRED FEET
In Civan’s town who daell, —full many a one,—bheneath

The feet of Civan, lowly bending utter praise.
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