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The Message of Peace
and Love

I am happy to note that the Office of the Minister of State
for Muslim Religious & Cultural Afffairs has taken the
initiative to organise Meelad-Un-Nabi Celebrations at a
National Level in Puttalam this year.

These celebrations to mark the birth of the Holy
Prophet are intended to serve two purposes. On the one
hand, these celebrations would help propagate the
Teachings of one of the four major religions of the world.
On the other hand, such events would bring about greater
understanding among the followers of different faiths.

According to the Holy Prophet, one of the main
objectives of religion is to create feelings of love and.
sympathy for others in the human mind. The Prophet’s
aim was to convey to all the peoples of the world the
message of peace and love and to unite them into one
brotherhood.

These Teachings of the Prophet could therefore be a
source of tremendous encouragement to all of us who are

striving to establish racial, ethnic and religious harmony in
Sri Lanka.

I convey my best wishes for the success of the National
Level Meelad-Un-Nabi Celebrations in Puttalam.

RANASINGHE PREMADASA,
President.

Presidential Secretariat,
Colombo 1,
3rd September, 1991,
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The Ansars helped
Prophet to solve refugee
problem

The Celebration of the Birthday of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad comes at a time when the country is making
efforts at establishing unity and national integration. It is
therefore appropriate that recourse should be made to the
sublime teachings of the great religious leaders of the
world to help us in securing this guidance.

The Prophet changed the outlook of the Arabs in a total
and comprehensive manner. He took upon himself the
onerous task of unifying and consolidating their resources.

The problem of refugees was a very grave one during the
Prophet’s time. The Muslims who had renounced all their
possessions for the faith and who had come to Medina had
to be rehabilitated. Inspite of the enormity of the problem
the Prophet was able to solve it easily due to the selfless
love and service of his helpers (4nsars) in Medina.

They shared the burden of maintaining themselves,
each taking care of a few. They lived in complete unity,
way in which the Prophet’s government solved this
problem was a remarkable feat. It was successful because
he approached the problem from a.moral and not a
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State Ministry maintaining the highest
level of tradition

I am pleased to send this message on the occasion of the
National Meelad-un-Nabi celebrations which is being

organised by the State Ministry for Muslim Religious and
Cultural Affairs.

This year’s celebrations is being organised in a fitting
manner at Zahira Central College, Puttalam under the

distinguished patronage of His Excellency Ranasinghe
Premadasa.

National level celebrations under the auspices of the
State is a fine tribute paid to our great guardian of the

people who is also the gift of God to mankind — The Holy
Prophet Muhammed (SAL).

I am very glad that the State Ministry for Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs has been able to maintain
the highest level of tradition which I embarked some years
ago through the Department of Muslim Religious and

Cultural Affairs in giving the Meelad Day a national
recognition.

I must also take this opportunity to remind all Muslim
brethren that a certain section of our society is presently

under going great hardship and misery and are in distress,
leading a life of uncertainty in the refugee camps in
various parts of the Country. They have been victims of
terror attacks. They all need our help and we must follow
the teachings of the Holy Prophet as it shows us our

obligations to help fellow human beings who are in need of
help.

I have no doubt that even at this stage we must unitedly

work towards the upliftment of these unfortunate people,
and safeguard them from any future calamity.

I wish this celebration all success.

M. H. MOHAMED, M.P.
Speaker.

Parliament,
Jayawardenepura Kotte,
12th September, 1991,
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Muslims held aloft the
torch of learning

The celebration of the Holy Prophet Muhammad’s
Birthday as a national event by the Government is a move
in the right direction aimed at forging national unity and
integration. Religion is not a divisive factor.

[t is the policy of the Government of His Excellency the
President Ranasinghe Premadasa to bring about national
unity through the religious and cultural development of all
ethnic groups in this country. I am pleased to note that the
Minister of State for Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs
Hon. A. H. M. Azwer is making a distinctive contribution
in this regard. The Holy Prophet’s Birthday Celebration
will be focussing on this aspect of our national policy. The
G_owtemment encourages the development of the
distinctive cultures of each community with a view to

forging unity through a synthesis of the cultures of each
group.

It was the Holy Prophet who made the education
compulsory and gave impetus to the development of

religious and cultural activities. The Muslims held aloft
the torch of learning and illumined the darkness of
medieval Europe. The Muslims under the inspiration of
the Holy Prophet have made enormous contribution in the
arts and science and enriched the cultural legacy of
mankind.

I commend the enthusiasm with which this celebration
is being organised by the officers of the office of the
Minister of State for Muslim Religious & Cultural
Affairs.

I wish to express my sincere wishes for the successful
celebration of the Holy Prophet’s birthday on a national
scale.

W. J. M. LOKUBANDARA, M.P.,
Minister of Cultural Affairs & Information



A sovereign balm for creation of peace
and prosperity in Sri Lanka

It is eminently fitting that the President of Sri Lanka, His
Excellency R. Premadasa, should grace this second
Meelad-un-Nabi Celebrations as Chief Guest. For it was
he, who taking to his heart the dictum of the Constitution

be a point to be stressed that this Celebration would bring
back into the lime-light, the fact that Puttalam has been
historically a significant Town. Steeped in history, it was in
a sense, the first object example of national unity in this

M

that due place should be given to all religions has accorded
that status to all religions in this country. The status of role
and place of the Muslims of Sri Lanka has always had due
attention from the President, and when he appointed me as
the Minister of State for Muslim Religious & Cultural
Affairs, he had the anticipation that, I would carry out that
realization. And I believe, that I have carried out these

functions with at least some measure of acceptance and
satisfaction.

Meelad Shareef is a moment of utmost importance to
Muslims the world over. We Muslims look upon the
Prophet Muhammed (Salallahu-alaihiwa-Sallam) as
Excellent Exemplar (Uswath-Ul-Hasana) and this
occasion serves as a constant reminder of the noble
qualities of the Prophet, which in these troubled times a
sovereign balm for creation of peace and prosperity in this

land. In this context the Meelad Shareef Celebrations is a
true National Event.

The first National Meelad Celebrations were held last
year in Mawanella and this year in Puttalam. It would also

Island, for it was here that Prince Vijaya and his entourage
in association with Kuweni transformed Sri Lanka into the
first Nation State in Asia.

The presence of His Excellency R. Premadasa, to
Puttalam, I have reason to believe has its spin-offs in the
provision of better facilities, more houses, water service,
more hospitals and other social amenities.

In making this National Event the success it is, my
grateful thanks go to each and everyone who helped by

unstinted co-operation. To their devotion, this National
Event owes its manifest success,

Sallallahu Alamuhammed
Sallallahu Alaihiwasallam

AL-HAJ. A. H. M. AZWER, M.P.
State Miaister of
Muslim Religious and
Cultural Affairs

14th September, 1991



We must seek unity in diversity

Assalammu-Alaikum

Your celebrations at Puttalam organised by the Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs Department is a
celebration with state sponsorship —and is a messure of the
government’s concern for the spiritual well-being of the
Muslim people. This is done in keeping with the declared
policy of the government of making no discrimination
between faiths or religions and encouraging spiritual
activities of all faiths and all religions of all our peoples.

Islam which was revealed to our Holy Prophet
Muhammad 14 centuries ago has a message to all
mankind. It is a message of social justice, equality,
brfn herhood, goodwill, righteous acts. The uniqueness of
this message is that it encompasses both the here and the
percafter‘ The hereafter must not be forgotten while
involved with the here; and the here must not be forgotten
while searching for the hereafter.

Thi_s gives us a sense of balance and fortifies us to face
all existential problems.

This uniqueness we should enlist for it will help us to

pFl:fCll'm our duties and obligations as Muslims and as
citizens.

\v_Ve are a multi-religious, mutli-cultural, multi-ethnic
society and we should consider the multi-facetedness of
the country a positive element in our national make-up.
We should look at it as a rich mosaic made up of diverse
colours harmonisingly mixed to make a beautiful picture.

Our government is fully cognisant of this truth and its
validity for nation-building. We seek for unity in diversity.

Muslims should appreciate this policy of the
government. While remembering the differences of
community we should not overlook the commonness of
nationality.

The nation which we seek to build should be a
commonwealth of all faiths committed to noble principles
enunciated by the Holy Prophet and other great religious
leaders. As Mulims we should strive in our daily life to be
an example to others and seek to build our relations with
other members of society or community on the basis of
peace, goodwill, understanding and accomedation. This is
the message of the Holy Prophet that reverbrates through
the corridors of history. We could show our great
reverence to our great Prophet by being faithful to these
noble principles.

It is this commitment on our part that will guarantee a
happy life for the Muslims and a bright future for all our
peoples and our country.

A. C. S. HAMEED, M.P.
Minister of Justice and Higher Education,

Rabiul Awwal 17, 1412
26th September, 1991,



Prophet’s liberal attitude
towards other religions

I take pride in the fact that the District of Puttalam of
which I am privileged to be the Chief Organiser of the
ruling party, has been selected by the Ministry of Muslim
Religious & Cultural Affairs as the venue of the Holy
Prophet of Islam’s Birthday Celebration this year. It is
appropriate therefore in this context to refer to the-Holy
Prophet: Muhammed’s treatment of religious minorities.

Freedom of conscience was recognised and it was
proclaimed that there was no compulsion in religion. The
Holy Prophet granted a Charter to the Christians of
Najran pledging them their security of lives, religion and
property. The Prophet states in this Charter: “There shall
be no interference in the practice of the Christian faith or
observances, nor any change in their right or privileges;
Bishop shall neither be removed from his Bishopric, nor
any monk from his monastery, nor any priest from his

priesthood, and they shall continue to enjoy everthing,
great and small as heretofore; no image or cross shall be
destroyed: They shall not oppress nor be oppressed: no
tithes shall be levied from them nor shall they be required
to furnish provision for the troops”. This Charter provides

eloquent proof of the Holy Prophet’s very liberal attitude
towards other religions.

May this celebration usher in an era of religious
goodwill in this country.

FESTUS PERERA, M .P.,
Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and
Home Affairs.

15th September, 1991,
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Puttalam a town steeped in history

It is for me a great privilege as the Chief Minister of the
North Western Provincial Council and as a native-born
son of that Province to send this message to the Souvenir
issued on the occasion of the Meelad Celebrations held at
Puttalam, this year.

The Meelad Celebrations is a significant event in the
annual life of the Muslims of Sri Lanka. It is being
celebrated now as a National Event. It is fitting this
occasion should be graced by His Excellency Ranasinghe
Premadasa, President of Sri Lanka, as Chief Guest.

The North Western Province, is a working example of
the unity, the amity, the fellow-feeling, the sense of co-
operation that has existed among the various communities
in this Island and which are reinforced and stressed by the
Occasion being celebrated as a National Event. The North

Western Province has a great many Muslim villages,'

adjacent to or surrounded by Sinhala villages. Throughout

the millennium of Sri Lankan history, these two'

communities while maintaining their identities, have lived
In total peace and mutual co-operation, naturally,

voluntarily, a fact which we should constantly remind
ourselves in these times of tension.

Puttalam, which is today the scene of the Meelad
Celebrations is a town steeped in history. Puttalam is, in a
way, the beginning of civilization in this country, for it was
in this one that Prince Vijaya and his entourage set foot in

.this Island. The Muslims of Puttalam are traditional

people devoted to the nation and totally committed to
Islam. By celebrating the Meelad Sheriff here, Hon. Alhaj
A. H. M. Azwer, M.P. State Minister for Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs, has accorded the Muslims
of Puttalam the honour and respect they deserve,

I wish the National Meelad Celebrations all success.

GAMINI JAYAWICKREMA PERERA
Chief Minister,
North-Western Provincial Council,
Kurunegala.

.4

15th Septem ber, 1991,
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“The Muslim people of this country are an
integral and vital part of our nation. They enjoy
all rights including the freedom of conscience
available to other citizens under the Constitution.
We have a Minister of State for Muslim Religious
& Cultural Affairs. It is something unique for any
non-Muslim couatry in any part of the world.”

R. PREMADASA
President
At the Islamic Conference to Commemo-
rate the Birth Anniversary of the Holy

Prophet — at Sri Lanka Foundation
Institute = 17.10.1990.
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Lets Honour His Excellency The President
Respectfully Acclaim our Esteemed Toiler
Lets Eschew Evil with Adorable Deeds

March Towards Victory to a New Dawning

Sinhala

Mr. Harold Manchanayake

Music Instructor, Puttalam

Tamil - Alhaj A. N. M. Shajahan — Puttalam
English — Mr. A.S. M. Razeem Maharoof - Puttalam
Arabic Moulavi Y. Abdul Basar — Puttalam

Music Mr. Elayas Warnakula — Puttalam
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PUTTALAM, THE LAND OF HOPE AND SANCTUARY FOR

REFUGEES

WELCOMING WITH OPEN HANDS THE DISTRESSED, THE
DISPOSED AND THE DISCONSOLATE

of a new future

The camera looks on heart-rending scencs and the beginning
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Then, towards a new flowering, a new vision
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REVOLT AROUND THE KA’ABA

Nearly 1,400 years ago, a significant event occurred
amidst the fluctuating sinuosities of the sand dunes of
Arabia Desert, in the Valley of Mecca — then an important
transit town in the overland caravan trade. The event was
the birth of a male child. And he was named Muhammed.

Though his life proved to be portentious in the history of
the world, conditions surrounding his birth and infancy
appeared rather ominous and remorseful. His father
Abdullah, died on the way to Yathrib, a few days before
his birth. Then around the age of six, this infant was doubly
orphaned as he lost the tenderest affection of his mother,
Amina. This irreparable loss could not but have made a
traumatic impression on the mind of the lonesome child.
Then in 579 A.D., nearly three years after the loss of his
mother, his guardian and grandfather, Abdul Muttalib too

passed away.

In this age of Space, when man has begun to acquire a
cosmic perspective of himself and where book production
is almost a pulp industry; when news and information are
on the microwave and where literacy is almost universal, it
would be redundant to reiterate the divine wisdom as
contained in the Quran of 114 chapters in thyming prose or
to recall the life of the Prophet (570-632) or to narrate the
23 years of his ministry (610-632). Be it repeated, that a
quantitative increase in material culture does not
necessarily bring about a qualitative transmutation in the
life of a society. The simplicity of the life of the Prophet
and the quest for goodness, beauty and truth in which he
was engaged in should be foremost in our lives. The Last
Sermon of the Prophet — the Sermon of the Mount

- Arafat, is a quintessence compounded of Quranic
injunctions and the noblest aspirations of our Prophet. In
commemorating his life let us rededicate ourselves to the

high ideals as enunciated in the last Sermon of the
Prophet.

Islam, we believe, is the consummation of divipe
guidance: “On this day have we completed our favours
upon you and chosen for you as your religion Islam.” Sg Jet
us endeavour to endear ourselves to th
Prophet by living a life of harmon
other communities of Sri Lanka.

e behest of our
¥ with ourselves and

Divine unity and the brotherhood of man

The main ingredient of the Islamic ethos is' the Oneness of
Allah or Divine Unity. His Oneness and its Universality
implies His transcendence and immanence. As a corollary
of Divine Unity (Thowheed) the Oneness of humankind
emerges. Hence our terrestrial abod_c the planet earth
becomes the ancestral home to the entire mankind. Thusa
passionate zeal for a particular country, language or race,
would find no accommodation in the Islamic angle of
vision. Though the Muslims are linked by the litergic
language of Arabic, they speak the language or the
languages of the people in the midst of whom they live. As
far as this country is concerned, the Muslims are bilingual
or even trilingual. “Their language varied, Tamil in Tamil
areas and Sinhala in Sinhala areas.” (Horward Wriggins).

The world of nature is beautiful indeed! And it has been
made entrancingly captivating by the sciences and
humanities generated by man and rendered materially
comfortable by technology. No wonder the Quran
declares “all of you love life in this world,” and hastens to
assure “but the Hereafter is eternal”. Thus the religion of
the Prophet imparts a bifocal vision of Dunya (the world)-
Akhir (the Hereafter continuum). Thus by existing in the
world and living for the unseen world beyond the
phenomenal, a Muslim acquires a gyroscopic balance of
thought. Islam reminds man of his accountability for all
actions. Dispassionate non-Muslim writers (V. S. Naipul)
have observed this peculiar Muslim feeling which makes
the Muslims to lead an ethically edifying life. Despite the
elusive nature of the world, and of the dream-like unreality
of human existence, the Meccan Message of the Prophet
does not encourage renunciation and flight from this
relatively real world. It unequivocally calls upon man 10
fulfill his duty even on the eve of doomsday thus: “Even f

you h_ear the trumpet call (sign of doomsday) if you have 2
seed in your hand plant it.”

Attitudes to learning

It is knowled
liberation fro
finds himself
the stil]

ge and learning that leads man towards
m evil, sorrow and helplessness in which h¢
B Thus_the very first Revelation which broke

s of the night in the cave of Hira well over 1'400
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years ago calls upon man to READ, and speaks of the PEN
with which we write. And the Quran is never weary of
calling upon man to ponder, think and reflect on himself
and the phenomena of nature. This is in consonance with
the Prophetic exhortation to ‘go even unto China in search
of knowledge’. Unlike in the European tradition where
philosophers had to fight against the established order to
gain intellectual freedom and be silenced by hemlock,
burnt at the stake or thrown behind bars, the Quran and
the Prophet honours the learned: “The learned are heirs to
my prophethood”; and “He who leaves his home in quest of
knowledge walks in the path of Allah”. Even so, knowledge
is never deified in Islam for its own sake. Knowledge is
expected to illuminate man’s path to God and not to
becloud his vision of the austre simplicity of the concept of
divine unity (Thowheed). A man of knowledge who is
unmindful of Quranic injunctions and Prophetic
exhortations is compared to an ass loaded with books. Thus
‘this unity and non-figurative concept deity in Islam
relieves the Muslims of idolatory, polytheism and frivolous
iconographical details and mythological symbolisms.
Thus the Muslims are called upon to conduct themselves
in an exemplary manner following the Prophet to whom all
human activity was a means to experience the beatific
vision of Allah.

The Meccan Revolt

Sciences and humanities have, over the ages, helped man
to generate the present-day outlook on the world and the
inciteful reflections on life and existence by a systematic
definance against the old and inherited modes of thought.
Thus we have a changing vision of the phenomenal world
of nature and society. Consequently understanding of the I
working of nature (science) thereby making it subservient'
to man (technology) liberated man from the forces of
nature and society thereby making him actualize the|
_potentiality of his caliphate (overlordship). This scenario
of man of his ever-growing imperiousness over nature and
society has been paralelled by the Prophetic revolts of
religious teachings and transcedental philosophies to go
beyond the phenomenal world of appearance to the world
beyond and behind empirical discernment of things.
Thereby all religions purport to bring about an altered
consciousness of man. The transformation that occurred, a
little over 1,400 years ago, in the Meccan valley serves 1o
remind man of his origin, objective and final destiny that
lies beyond the grave. It is nothing but appropriate that the
votaries of Islam in the island of Sri Lanka and around the
world over commemorate the birth of the Messenger of
Allah who came as a blessing to mankind to guide them to
Allah’s mercy.

In the bleak and dreary socio-political landscape of the
world charged with eerie violence of many ethnicities —
linguistic, racial, religious and territorial — the messages of
religious teachers appear as beacons of hope and optimism
to make life worth living. Economy of space prevents us
from dilating on the exegesfs of the world (al-Quran) or an

extensive illustration of the deed as exemplified by the life
of Fhe Prophet. Science which has an ancient ancestry
arrwe_d at the unequivocal truth in recent times that
mankind constitues a single species — Homo Sapiens. But
well over 1,400 years ago, the Prophet of Islam, was bidden
by the Supreme ‘or men ye are all but one people’. Thus it
also follows that the Messenger of Allah was not sent to
any one particular people and the Quran by addressing

itself to mankind and not to any particular nationality is a
human heritage.

Muslims of Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka is a small country, but a great nation. This
resplendent isle which we have made our habitat had
harboured our ancestors from pre-Islamic days. The
significant presence in this country of the followers of the
four main religions of the world (Hinduism, Buddhism,
Christianity and Islam) bears an eloquent testimony to the |
tolerance and magnanimity of the majority community,
viz., the Sinhalese. Following the Prophetic admonition:
“Your neighbour living next door is closer to you than your
brother living far away;” the Muslim community of Sri
Lanka have conducted themselves in such a way as to win
the patronage of the royalty, and the affection of the
people. Human geography of this country has been
changing over the 2 1/2 millenia of its history.
Communities following different religions, speaking
diverse languages and following different cultural
patterns have contributed to make Sri Lankan nation what
it is — an ethnic compendium of a colourful scenario. Much
of the words, cuisine, attire, art forms and other cultural
traits of Sri Lankan society today which were ethnic
peculiarities are now part of the common heritage for the

. Sri Lankan nation.

The Muslims of Sri Lanka who constitute a small part of
the global community of the Muslims who Constitute an
important segment of the 5 Billion people of the world
would serve Sri Lanka best by relating thought todeed and
word to action following in the footsteps of the Prophet.
Muhammad Sallalahu alaihi wa Salam, the Divine
Messenger who turned away from the quagmire of
degradation to which the Arabian society of his time had
sunk is no mysterious being enshrouded in myth ar}d
legend. Historicity of his life and activity are recorded in
the most minutest detail. The impact of the life of th_e
Prophet had on Anne Besant is worth recording here: “Itis
impossible for anyone who studies the life and character of
the great prophet of Arabia, who knows how he taught and
how he lived, to feel anything but reverence for that
mighty prophet, one of the greatest messengers of the
supreme. And although in what I put to you I shall say
many things which may be familiar to many, yet, [ myself
feel, whenever I read them, a new wave of admiration and
a new sense of reverence for that mighty Arabian teacher.”

In this closing dacade of the 20th century and on _the
threshold of the 21st, marked by population explosion,,



rorism, man appears to
all levels have become |
zation are the
ankind. Man

resource depletion and senseless ter
have lost his sang-froid and life at
abrasive. Present levels of culture and civili
results of slow and painful efforts of entire m
has inched his way from hoary antiquity 0 the present
state of homogeneity and variousness of material culture
and values. It is a long way indeed from the cave paintings
of Lussaux and Altamir (30,000 B.C.) of our neolithic
ancestors to the Mona Lisa. Though we are in the midst of
civil disorder, crime and violence, surely man cannot
renounce his civilized heritage and commit hara-kiri.
Islamic attitude to this situation is to have complete trust
in Allah. belief in the Quran and follow the Prophet by
performing righteous deeds. In fact the Quran declares
itself to be a guidance only to the righteous (Al Bagara).
Righteous conduct is broadly charitable on the part of
Muslims to the entire mankind. “Give unto others out of
whgl we have given unto you,” declares the Quran. So let
us in treading in the path of the Messenger, continue to be
as magnanimous as we have been to the people of this land.
Since the Meccan Revolt, exploitation of man by man was
not to be;: but exploitation of nature by men in partnership

her men set in motion the Islamic orientatjon
when our COUNLrY is Passing through
let us as the spiritual progeny of the Prq " a
and the cultural heirs of the Islamic heritage °°“lribu|:e ft
evolve a modus vivendi, which we are sanguine woul:
recapture the lost equilibrium which made this fair jsje po
Sri Lanka the Arcadia that it was — politically Mo
economically integrated and culturally autonomous,

with ot
this juncture,

critical phase,

The dearest possession of all sentient beings is life; ang
since it is given to man 1o live but once, he must so live and
conduct himself that he can say while dying: All my life
was dedicated to the service of man for the sake of Allah’
memory of His Messenger. As Muslims it is only by
emulating the life of the Prophat we can re capture the lost
tranquility of this island home of ours. Let us hope that the
most controversial religious issues and ethnic problems be
reduced to the common denominator of humanism; that
the achievements of the sciences and humanities would be
honoured; that there would be neither crime nor war. And
the people would really enjoy equality and fraternity.
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THE SOURCE OF ISLAMIC SOCIETY

The secret of your existence is enshrined
in the doctrine of Tawhid;

The purpose of your life is 1o protect

and project the doctrine of the Unity of God
If you are a Mislim you should

not rest content
Till the entire world becomes a

Sanctuary of Truth

~Allama Igbal.

The unity of minkind which flows from Tawhid is at the
core of the Islamic social system. Tawhid as a working
idea means untiy, freedom, equality and solidarity. It is
the principle which is enshrined in the doctrine of Tawhid
which that distinguishes the Islamic society from all
others.

Referring to the concept of the Quaranic sociology, Dr.
Basharat Ali says; It has been claimed that neither man
can chalk out a pattern of value system for himself nor is he
capable of realising his own spiritual needs by himself.
Above all, if the main objectives of life are to be

determined in terms of development or perfecting of’

human personality, subjugation of nature and completion
of social and cultural machinery, then the attainment of

these objectives will not be possible without Divine’

inspiration.

The social order of Islam then, is God consciousness,
which is the guiding principle for all human endeavour.
For the Holy Quran says: “These who reject our signs are
deaf and dumb, in the midst of darkness profound; whom
God wilieth He placeth on the way that is straight.”

The collective responsibility of human beings, which
underlies universal brotherhood has been repeatedly
stressed by Islam. No man lives by himself alone. We are
all members of the family of God and are duty bound to
help each other. It is this spirit of co-operation and
responsibility for the welfare of every members of the
society that eliminates all differences between human
beings.

Humanism

T.hc co-operation which a Muslim extends to others is not
circumscribed by Faith or any other consideration. It is
open to all Muslims and Non Muslims, who do good, and it
is denied to those who are in the path of injustice
irrespective of their Faith. Thus the society envisioned by
Islam recognises humanism as the only acceptable basis
for a righteous social order. This respect for man is
succinctly stated by Allama Igbal in his definition of
‘Admiyat’ — the equality of humanism, transcending
narrow social, political or religious considerations. Igbal
says:

“Religion is a ceaseless quest
Beginning in reverence and
culminating in love
What is “Admiyat”? Respect for man!
Understand then, his true place;
It’s crime to utter a harsh word
For believers and unbelievers,
are alike God’s children
The man of God learns the
ways of God
And is as gracious to the believer
as to the unbeliever.”

It is evident from this all embracing spirit of humanis'm.
that Islamic Society is founded on a perfect understand!ng
of human relationship as expressed in the following
Quaranic verse:

“Co-operate in all that is good and moral but; do not
co-operate in sin and injustice.”

In this injunction, we also find the distirfction between
those who stand for truth and justice and those who
disregard these virtures and are therefore inconsistent
with the social order of Islam.

S. M. Kamaldeen




The Family

The institution of the family is the founda?ion for fm
orderly human society. And it is from the fam.lly that ties
of kinship and community develop, leading to .thc
formation of social patterns. The sole object of the various
regulations which Islam has formulated for the conduct of
man’s life is to preserve, protect and strengthen the
institution of the family. It is for this reason that Islam
considers marriage as a most sacred institution incuq:bcnt
on every Muslim man and woman. Marriage alone is the
proper form of relationship between man and woman,
where full social responsibility devolves on both partners,
thereby ensuring the welfare of the whole family.

The Holy Prophet declared that marriage was one of his
most sacred practices and added “whoever dislikes my

way of life is not of me”. (Bukhari)

Islam by its insistence on marriage promotes a life of
chastity, thus preventing men and women from
promiscuous, sex indulgence and secret sex relationship
which spell the disintegration of family life.

Whilst the institution of the family is regarded as
fundamental to the social order of Islam, the celibacy of
the adult person is looked upon with disfavour by Islam.
Every young man and woman is required by Islam to
shoulder the social responsibility of married life which is
the gateway to human progress and advancement of
human civilization. In contrast, Islam regards asceticism
and celibacy as deviations from the true nature of man and
the violation of the Divine Scheme of things.

Marriage a Contract i

In discussing the significance of marriage it would be
relevant to state that Islam views marriage as a contract
and therefore provides for divorce in case the terms of the
contract are not honoured by either party. However, Islam
does not regard divorce as desirable, in view of the social
evils which a broken family entails.

The Holy Prophet has said: “the most repugnant of
things made lawful, in the sight of God is divorce” with a
view to preventing divorce on flimsy grounds. Islam has
Eaken sufficient precautions against abuse of the law in the |
interest of the stability of the family. '

ithin the famil and th
i the role of man withint ly the
with regard tofe in the house hold the following saying

it wi e
pomm:{D{ “;:'ophel reveals the social implications of the
of t:‘:crsoi: marriage, according to the tenets of Islam:
par

Man is ruler in his home. .He will be held
responsible for the conduct of his dependents, and
woman is the ruler in her husband’s home.She will
also be held responsible for the conduct of her

dependents.”

The prominent positon of authority accorded'to' man
within the family is intended to ensure order and dls‘c.lpllne
in the house hold and in no way discounts the position of
the wife. For the spirit of married life, as ordained by
Islam, is mutual love and understanding. An.d such a
family closely knit in a bond of mutual lmic is the pre
requisite for the emergence of a strong society wherein
piety and peace will prevail.

Expanding Relationship

Moving out of the narrow confines of the family circle one
mingles with the relatives near and removed, and
thereafter with the neighbours. This circle of relationship
is an ever expanding one. The universal reach of the
Islamic society has been elucidated comprehensively by
Justice M. Jameel in a note on Islamic Jurisprudence:

“The whole gamut of law pertaining to rﬁarriage and

divorce are calculated to produce a whole some family
ufit s

The members of a family carry with them certain
responsibilities and consequential duties, firstly towards
their neigbours, and beyond that to their local community,
and hence to the adjoining communities and so on to the
State._The manner of conducting interstate relationship or
what is now described as international law is also provided

in the Shariat. The postulation is that there should be only
one UMMA for the whole of mankind.

Finally,
that the
conscious

it must be stressed that it is only the realisation
;:;;‘L‘fag Il:ead of all h'urnan virtues is the
the Mot ac ¢ Lreator, that will enable us to become

cetable members of the Islamic Social order.
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INFLUENCE OF ISLAM ON THE
WORLD

At one of the Commonwealth Law Conferences I attended
(either Lagos or Jamaica) that eloquent Speaker Shridath
Ramphal the former Secretary General of the
Commonwealth Law Association posed the gquestion
“Where is there justice abroad when in a world of butter
mountains and lakes of milk, many die for want of food?”
Islam introduced as a ‘must’ for every Muslim the concept
of Zakat -2 1/2% of one’s ‘wealth’ to be given to the poor
and needy. This concept helped the lakes of milk to flow
and the butter in the mountains to reach the starving
millions especially in the countries of the third world and
thus solve the problem to a certain extent. I am sure that
the JANASAVIYA concept of our PRESIDENT is
solving similar problems in Sri Lanka.

It was said before Sri Lanka became an Independent
State that the sun never set on the British Empire. A few
days ago it dawned on me that the sun never set on the
Islamic Empire if we can say so. Islam runs right round the
globe — From Saudi Arabia, Gulf Emirates, Iraq,

Lebenon, Syria, Palestine, Iran, Afghanistan, U.A.R., 1
India, Malaysia, Indonesia, East Indies, China, Hong

Kong, Philippines, Australia, U.S.A., West Africa
(Nigeria, Gambia, Ghana, Sierra Leone etc.) Chad,
Sudan, East Africa, N. Africa, S'W. Europe (Turkestan
and some Soviet Republics). One could now visualize the
tremendous impact of Islam on the world. I have visited a
good many of these countries and studied the impact of
Islam on the world with special reference to Law and

- Science.

The Holy Prophet (O.W.B.P.) was bornin A.D. 570 and
passed away in A.D. 632 after an eventful career and after
the revelation of the Holy Quran. The Holy Quran is the

'source of Muslim Law. In Muslim countries it is the LAW

THAT HAS MOULDED THE PEOPLE AND NOT

THE PEOPLE THE LAW. With Muslims Law is dogma.

All other laws is of human origin and belongs to the
category of regulations or orders emanating from
temporary authority. There are monumental works on the
sayings of the Prophet. A distinguished Sri Lankan non
Muslim talked on Islam and ended up with some of the
sayings of the Holy Prophet. “ The pen of the scholar is
holier than the blood of the martyr.” — can you beat these,
he said quoting many sayings.

The Omayyads ruled at Damascus in Syria from 661-
750 and the Abbasides ruled thereafter in Baghdad. Later
came the Ottoman Empire and the Mogul Empire. It was
during the reign of the Abbasides that the sages of the law
from Kufa and Medina were brought to Baghdad and it
was during this period that the law became the subject of
scientific and philosophic study and that the principles of
Muslim law became settled. Within a 100 years of the
Hijra the power of Islam had spread from the Middle East
to Spain and Gibraltar (Geb-el-Tarik) in the West through
the European Continent.

The influence of Islam brought unity and peace to the
world. Richard Ntiri, an Ugandan, rightly said:— “Peace
resides in the hearts of men and not in the conference
tables nor signatures”. This is similar to the theory of
consensus, consultation and compromise. In Nigeria,
where I was on the judiciary for about 10 years I had the
opportunity to study the Islamic influence there. Nigeria
isa very'large country with a Muslim majority. The impact
of Islam was so great that the people particularly in the
North of Nigeria were united, peace loving and patriotic.
Very rarely did I see people in the Northern States getting
angry. The ambition of those people whether they were
messengers, drivers, civil servants, rich businessmen,
professionals, judges or politicians — was to perform Haj.

English Law has been considerably influenced by the
Muslim Law. When I met Professor Weeramantry (now
Judge of the World Court) in Melbourne a couple of years
ago, while discussing about his monumental work on
Islamic jurisprudence, he told me that all the books on
Muslim Law in Oxford or Cambridge are incomparable to
the voluminous books in the libraries of the several
countries once ruled by Muslims. The French wqus on the
Muslim law and Muslim jurisprudence throw into shade
anything existing in the English language and the_ valuable
contributions of the Muslims to the science of
jurisprudence and law are for the most part wra[?ped m‘th_e
intricate folds of a language difficult to acquire as it is
copious in its diction (Arabic).

Mohammado Markhani, Advocate, Attorney-at-Law,
Nigerian Judiciary 1975 — 1984.




This is what Samuel Johnson wrote about the .Holy
Quran:—"If it is not poetry it is more than poetry. It 1s_nol
anthology nor metaphysical dialectics nor §ubllmc
homilectics like Plato’s. It is a Prophet’s cry Semitic to the
core yet of a meaning so universal and timely that all the
voices of the age take it up and it echoes over pa_laces.
deserts, over cities and empires, and gathering into a
reconstructive force that all the creative light of Greece
and Asia might penetrate the heavy gloom of the then

Europe.”

The Holy Prophet spiritualized Science by including its
acquisition among the duties of a Muslim. He p_laced the
study of Science on a level higher than worship, for he
said:—

“One hour’s meditation on the work of the Creator is
better than 70 years of prayer.”

“To listen to the words of the learned and to instil into
hearts the lessons of science is better than religious
exercises.”

“Seek knowledge from Cradle to Grave.” “Seek
knowledge even in China.”

Inspired by these exhortations the Muslims focussed their
attention in the cultivation of philosophy and science.
Science is the momentous contribution of Arab

civilization to the modern world. Other influences from:
Islam communicated its first glow to European life.'

Draper observed that the world is indebted to the Arabs
for their writings on mechanics, hydrostatics, optics,
geometry, etc. They were the originators of chemistry and
this led them to the invention of apparatus for distillation,
sublimation, fusion, filtration, astronomy, etc. In Spain,
Samarkand and Baghdad they constructed tables of
- specific gravity and astronomical tables, geometry,
trigonometry, and algebra. At the hight of its power the
Muslim world produced thousands of physicists like
Avicenna (Ibn-i-Sin), Abdul Rahman Sufi, A] Beiruni and
Ibni Yunus — famous inventor of the pendulum, and
measurement of time by oscillation. Alhazen (Hasen Ibn.i-
Haitham) was a distinguished astronomer and optician, It
was he who corrected the Greek misconception as to the
nature of the vision and determined the retina as the seat of
Vision and proved that impressions made upon it were
conveyed along the optic nerve to the brain. The M uslims
were the fathers of the science of chemistry. It was a
M};slim chemist who established the fundamenta]
pnncigles on which the study of chemistry should proceed
They invented the physical balance and all kinds oi-“
apparatus for filtration, distillation, fysj
€tc., and discovered sulphuric acid, nitric acj i
ibn—f-Hoyyan (better known as 1(}:1::::)“1' fﬁi-ij—;t'"b
(Avicenna) to quote a few left an indelible ‘mark on :Ea
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and Abdur Rehman Sufi.
The Holy Prophet said “For every malady there s 5

'remedy”. The first medical college established in Europc

larno in Italy-this is
ded by the Saracens at Sa :

‘:a:et: “;;f*g:apcr in his book on Conflict at p._lls and
f'c?erred to by late Maulana Abdul Alim Siddiqui-a

scholar of profound learning.

Zoology-Ad Damiri ranks supreme among Muslim
zoologists. His work on the history of animals, according to
Rt. Hon. Syed Amir Ali, forestalled Buffon by 700 years,

Geology and  Geography-Muslim ge_ographcrs
determined the form of the earth and measured its size, At
a time when Europe believed firmly in the flatness of the
earth the Arabs taught geography by the globe. The works
of Ibn-i-Haukal and Al-Beiruni show what the Saracens
attained in mathematical geography.

Astronomy-Abdur Rahaman Sufi is noted for the
improvement in the photometry of stars.

The first observatory in Europe, says Ameer Ali, was
built by the Arabs. The Giralda or tower of Seville was
erected under the superintendence of the great
mathematician Jabir ibn Afiah in 1190 for the observation
of the heavens. Its fate was not a little characteristic. After
the expulsion of the Moors, it was turned into a belfry, the
Spaniards not knowing what to do with it. '

Medicine-The system of public hospitals, too, was'
brought into existence by Muslim rulers. Great care was
taken to regulate the price and quality of medicine. To
discuss in detail the historic achievements of Muslim
physicians and surgeons is an impossible task. Abu Bakr:
Ibn _I Zakaria ar Razi, Al Ibn; Abbas, Ibn i Rushd of
Spam,. and Hibatullah were some of the most brilliant
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THE TENEMENT DWELLERS

The few of us, Muslim women, on whom Providence has
bestowed all the good things of life, have we thought which
of the position of those less privileged sisters of our
community? Are we aware of their problems or what kind

of life they lead and what the future holds for them and
their children?

A little time spent with such women living in the
congested areas of Colombo Central, a little chat and
establishing rapport with them has brought to light some
of their problems which are undoubtedly similar to those
of women like them belonging to other communities and
living in other areas of the country.

In analysing these problems one finds that the basic
causes lie in poverty and ignorance. It is poverty that foces
them to live in over-crowded slums with inadequate
sanitation, which makes their children under-nourished
and sickly; which makes them get into debt and forces
them to find employment in the Middle East. It is also
poverty that makes their children find employment at an
early age instead of attending school or turn to
delinquency when there is no other alternative. But it is
ignorance that makes it impossible for them to better
themselves.

Ignorance refers not so much to the lack of a proper
formal education, but more to the lack of knowledge, for
example, of the simple rules of health, one’s legal rights or
the various services or organizations that lend support in
'times of hardship. It refers also to superstition and false
values.

One feels that living in congested slum conditions
makes it impossible for people to improve their situation.
But a visit to such areas shows that in cases where the
women have been in domestic service in well-to-do house-
holds, the dwelling-places are neat and tidy. The floors are
swept daily, mats stacked away and clothes washed and put
away. Cooking is done in a corner and utensils washed and
arranged neatly after the night meal is over. In contrast
one finds untidiness, dirt and the smell of stale food in

other quarters. Thus some training and proper instruction
regarding cleanliness will without doubt be useful in

making these places more comfortable to live in.

With the high cost of essential foods such as milk, meat
and lentils, mal-nourishment among children is common.
However one also finds that in many cases the mothers are
ignorant of what constitutes a balanced diet and are unable
to use their available cash to the best possible advantage —
They do not know of the nutritional value of greens, sprats
or soya for example, all relatively cheap food items,
Education in these aspects and instruction in proper
cooking methods will help in improving their condition.

Poor health among women and children living in
congested areas can be improved with education.
Education in the basic rules of cleanliness and good health.
Boiled drinking water, the proper use of toilets, bathing
and washing one’s clothes regularly are some of the rules
that they should know. Something of importance can be
achieved if regular training programmes could be
conducted for women, and children in pre-schools.

Superstition plays a significant part in the lives of these
women. Superstitions regarding puberty, marriage and
childbirth are numerous and for the most part harmless,
but superstitions connected with sickness can prove
dangerous. When there is sickness in the household it is
often blamed on ‘evil eye’ or the ‘devil’. lnstgad (_:f
consulting a qualified doctor it is to the quack with his
charms and oils that they turn to, spending enormous sums
of money to ‘absolve’ the patient. Some old women go to
the extent of saying that when a person, especially a child,
has fever, one should not wash one’s face or brush one’s
teeth until the fever abates. They do not realize that being
clean will aid recovery. How does one try to dilspel such
ignorance? A difficult task one soon realises for it leads to
suspicion and distrust. Possibly th::ly can be f:actfuﬂy
adviced to consult a doctor while employing the
“kattadiya” to perform the cure.

Mrs. Marina Ismail




Hand in hand with superstition is the question of false
values, which is noticeable especially among the lower
income groups of the Muslim community. However poor
the family is, when it comes to a wedding of a daughter no
expense is spared in providing a sumptious meal for
relatives and friends — the money is borrowed or begged
from well-to-do families. The wisdom of giving a sum t?f
money to the couple who are about to start life together is
not even considered.

On an Eid day one notices the children from these poor
families on Galle Face Green, attired in expensive clothes;
one hears often the statement that even if they do not have
enough to eat they must dress their children in the best of
clothes. A visit to a household where one parent is
employed in the Middle East will reveal the number of
electrical appliances cramped into the limited space and
possibly never used. On the other hand one also notices the
neglected children who are not compelled to attend school.
It is ignorance of one’s priorities that is seen here. The
children have all the material comforts but not the
necessary care and concern — the older children are found
moving about in gangs smoking and often taking drugs. It
is only education and counselling that can remedy this
situation.

The knowledge of one’s rights and the various services
available for help is also an essential aspect of the way
these women can better themselves. For example many of
‘them are harrassed by alchoholic husbands or are forced
into straightened circumstances as their husbands are in
jail — they should know how they could protect themselves
and how they could obtain help. Organizations such as the
Baithul Mal, the Ceylon Muslim Scholarship Fund, WIN
(Women in Need) and Sumithrayo among many, offer
assistance and could be approached in times of hardship.

‘women’s organizations

i ision of housing i
alleviation and the provision -
Poverty of Government policy, however the many
could help to dispel ignorance angd
educate the less privilcged women to better themselves.

important part

i tening to know that a group of women calling
th:;alsi::sr (hcg YOUNG WOMEN'S MUSLIM
ASSOCIATION and sponsered by the YMM A
Conference, have drawn up a programme of work with the
aim of educating women of lower Income groups to equip
themselves for an improved way of life. T_hcy feel that “a
charitable deed must be done as a duty which man owes to
man, so that it conveys no idea of the superiority of the
giver or the inferiority of the receiver”. They hf)p.c to work
in the congested areas alongside the women residing there.
They have found that these women have to be given
encouragement and a helping hand; left to themselves they
lack the initiative to help themselves to break away from a
life of hardship. Therefore their programme of work
includes vocational training and self-employment
projects. Children are also included — they will be
introduced to good books and facilities will be provided for
assistance in their studies.

In the past two years the plight of the refugees from the
North and East has become of significance and the
YWMA has included the rehabilitation of refugees mainly
by means of providing training for self-employment, in
their programme of work. They hope that the funds for
these ambitious projects will be met by donations from
well-wishers and from funding organizations which aid
projects involving the educational and social upliftment of
a community,

The dispelling of ignorance is of the utmost importance
where the upliftment of a community is concerned. As

Socrates stated, “There is one good thing only, knowledge;
and one evil thing, ignorance”,




IBN BATTUTA AND HIS SRI LANKA
EXPERIENCES

The celebrated Moroccan jurist, man-of-letters and
traveller, Muhammad Ibn Battuta, visited many countries
of Africa and Asia during the period 1325 to 1354
(Christian era). That period is a crucial period in the
history of the then known world. It was the Golden Age of
Medievalism, when Muslim power was predominant
(and was not only an Asian, African but even an European
Power) and the present-day European countries were then
struggling to be born. The European discovery of the sea-
route to Asia was still to be made and so was the European
penetration of Asia and Africa. The Asian and African
countries had then a confidence which they were never to
regain.

Likewise, as a traveller, Ibn Battuta had characteristics
and qualities of his own. In the first place, as a North
African and Muslim, his perceptions were different from
the usual run of medieval and pre-modern travellers, who
happened to be Europeans. In civil status, Ibn Battuta was
different from many other travellers, who were Roman
Catholic priests. The composition of his work is another
difference. Sbme of the medieval travellers were reluctant
writers. For instance, Marco Polo’s memoirs was dictated
by him in prison to a scribe, who was also a prisoner.
Hence, his work has a second hand flavour and successive
editors of his books have to reason out what exactly Marco
Polo meant. Some other works, such as de Queyrozs, were
part of an argumentative process; in the case of de
Queyroz, it was the defence and rationalization of

* Portuguese authority. Ibn Battuta wrote his travels
_himself and being a curious person, by nature, he discussed
even quite trivial things. His writings have, therefore, a
roundness, a three-dimensional effect missing in works of
many other writers. Ibn Battuta wrote in classical Arabic,
with infusion of Maghrebi words. His works have been
translated into English by several hands and also into
French, which translations, because of the length of
French experience in the Maghreb, are the most detailed

(1).

Ibn Battuta was following in the tradition of Muslim
historiagraphy, only this time it was a gazeteer of places

rather than a chronology of kings. In the same tradition is
the work of Al Biruni (2)

The importance of Ibn Battuta’s Travel lies in the
precision of the information he displays and the sharp
vignettes he had left of the poeple and the places he had
visited in this Island. Who can forget the snapshot like
pricision of his visit to Galle (Qali) and then to Kalambu'
(Colombo). Ibn Battata wirtes:

‘and then to the town of Kalambu which is one of the
finest and largest towns of Ceylon. In it resides the wazir
and ruler of the sea Jalesti who has with him about 500
Abyssinians.’ (3).

Within those two lines emerges a sharp picture of Muslim
port administration and general conduct of affairs. The
mysterious figure of the Muslim admiral with his
companions has etched itself in the minds of historians and
lay-folk alike.

Ibn Battuta is not without human interest stories. He
speaks of the saint who had suffered the loss of his limbs
and yet continued to be patient and kind-hearted and so
was liked and respected by the people. He writes about
the hard and the easy way of climbing Adam’s Peak and
that it was the hard way that was favour and so was more
popular. He does not forget to record the antics of the
monkeys during his sojourn in Sri Lanka.

Ibn Battuta gives precise details of the towns he had
visited in Sri Lanka. He speaks of Puttalam. Since Arabic
does not have the letter for ‘p’, he calls it, ‘Buttala’.

‘(Buttala) is a small and pretty town surrounded by
wooden walls and wooden towers’ (4).

One of the roles Ibn Buttala had fulfilled in the outer
world, has been his concern and detailed studies of gems in
Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka had been known for its gems from
times immemmorial (Coming to relatively classical times,
even Julius Caesar knew about Sri Lankan gems and Mark
Antony’s gifts to Cleopatra included Sri Lankan precious
stones). As I had written elesewhere:

M. M. M.

Mahroof




“While Sri Lanka has had a good press for its gems
throughout the centuries, concern for the human
element and the mechanics of the gem trade had not
been prevasive. Pliny (the classical scholar a{ld
encyclopaedist); the fifth century Chinese Buddhist
pilgrim, Fa Hsian; Cosmo Indica pleustis; Marco Polo;
Odoric; Jordanus; Ibn Battuta; Ribeiro; and in more
recent times, Max Bauer; Count de Bournout; C. G.
Gmelin; M. H. Klaproth; ‘were among those who had
written, often admiringly, of Sri Lankan gems. Modern
text writers like Herbert Smith (and his subsequent
editors) and Anderson deal with Sri Lankan gems more
as a calss and less as a country. Webster gives more
space but not so much as he devotes to Burma’ (5).

The connection of the Muslims of Sri Lanka with the
gem trade was widely known. In medieval China,
sapphires were known as ‘Muslim stones’, an indication of
the expertise and the acumen of the Muslims in that field.

Ibn Battuta was not familiar with the work of the
lapidary in Sri Lanka; though he was aware that some men
of Oman took part in the pearling expeditions in the sea off
‘Mannar and were thus knowledgeable of the geography of
that region.

The lapidary ‘profession’ during the medieval period
was tired. There were those lapidarists who were
concerned in the processing of stones in the royal treasury.
Precious stones were the king's monopoly and as Ibn
Battuta has recorded, the best stones had to be brought
into the king’s presence. If the king liked the stones he
would pay the due price. It is possible that only cabochon
work was done and the maximum caratage (weight) was
maintained. Those lapidarists were supervised and the top
official in charge of them belonged to the inner council of
the king. The gems in the royal treasury were used by the
king to reward important officials to give presents to
foreign kings and important personages.

The other lapidaries were established in the important
coastal towns mainly Colombo, Galle and perhaps at
Beruwala. Colombo and Galle were important ports at
that time; and there is strong possibility that the stones
were exported to Indian ports such as Kayalpattinam
{thou.gh Ibn Battuta is confused as to its location), But the
most important port for the export of gems from Sri Lanka
up to the fourteenth century, was Mannar. [y was in this
town that some of the biggest Muslim traders had their
ware houses and offices. Gem stones were collected by the
agents of the Mannar merchants at Colombo ang
forwal_-ded to Mannar, sometimes by special couriers and
sometimes through the coastal vessels which touched at
w. Ms'mnar in the Middle Ages was an important
trade junction between the East-West trade betw n
Europe and the Middle East countries on the onr:- hand :::jl

East on the other. Gem stones, being light in
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Asia and h-value article, was an important item in

weight and a hig
this trade.

Ibn Battuta mentions the pl.aces where the gemstones
found. He says that precious s_loncs are taken from
by digging spct’.:lfied land areas. Ibn
Battuta mentions had very large “behriman’, r“bi“-s_Of
startling red colour. Since pure rubies are rarely met with
in Sri Lanka, it has been suggestcd that they were really
carbuncles (red spinels) (It might be r_ememberd that one
galia of the British royal family, called the Black
princes ruby, is thought to be 4 carbunc.le, accor.ding to
some writers). Ibn Battuta’s misconception of spinels as
rubies in casily explained; kings and other notables of
those times were cautious enough not to‘ aliow the
inspection of their valuables; and hence, the higher values
continue to remain. Ibn Battuta wrote also of other
precious stones in Sri Lanka. of topazes, sapphires and

zircons.

were
the lakes and also,

of the re

Looked in historical lights, the travel writings of Ibn
Battuta is a valuable document and gives a valuable
insight into the history of those times both of Sri Lanka
and the Asian and African region.

Notes & References

(1) The travel literature of Ibn Battuta has been translated
into many languages. An early English translation is that
of Rev. Samuel Lee,” Travels of Ibn Battuta ‘(London
1829). A detailed translation is Mahdi Hussain,” The
Rehala of Ibn Battuta in India, Maldive Islands and
Ceylon’ (Oriental Series, Baroda 1953). H. A. R. Gibb has
translated with copious notes for the series ‘Broadway
Tre-wcllers’ Ibn Battuta’s travel as ‘Ibn Battuta Travels in
Asia and.Africa 1325-1354’ (London, 1929) which has
been rcpnnt‘ed. An annontated translation in German is by
H. Yon Mzik,’ .Die Reise des Arabers Ibn Battuta durch
Indien e.md China’ (Hamburg, 1911). There are several
translations in French, based on Ibn Battuta’s material in
lth ‘Maghreb and the recessions in the Bibl otheque
Maalﬁ?na;e, Paris. For material on Sri Lanka see, M.M. M.
o zﬁiﬁ-‘ﬁzéx' T\;f L.JWise. H. M. Z Farougue, M.
Sri Lanka‘(S" -thnological Surve.y of the Muslims of

ir Razik Fareed Foundation, Colombo 1986).

(2) An excellen
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ruber, 1908),
(3) Gibb, op. cit.

) Gibb, op. cit,

Abpoty of the'(} ahroof, ‘The Muslim Lapidary; Some
;!m F:?Ikways in Sri Lanka ‘in “The

Gt. Britain, [ ong 28" (Gemmological Association of
on) (vol. 21 no. 7 (July 1989) p. 405.



HUNDRED YEARS OF ZAHIRA COLLEGE - COLOMBO

Thc establishment of Al Madarasathuz Zahira, the first
Muslim English School, in 1892 was hailed as a significant
development in the history of the Muslims in Sri Lanka. In
the course of time it emerged as the premier Muslim
Educational Institution to be instrumental in effecting a
gradual transformation in the attitude and outlook of the
Muslims and in preparing and enabling them to take their
rightful place in the centre stage of national activities. By
imparting Western Liberal Education within the
framwork of Islamic ideology, Zahira provided the
essential motive-force for the progress and advancement
of the Muslims. It became the focal point of Islamic
. Cultural activities.

To Mr. M. C. Siddi Lebbe was due the credit for
conceiving the idea of setting up a school designed to
impart liberal education, The significance of his idea and
the fortitude with which he advocated it need to be
appreciated in the context of the strong anti-British feeling
that prevailed amongst the Muslims of the time. They
openly and intently resisted the idea of receiving western
education because of their prejudice against the British
and because of the fear that it would be detrimental to
Islam.

The origin of this feeling against the British could be
traced to British Imperialism and the policies of the
British in the later half of the nineteenth century in their
Imperial- territories where the Muslims were
preponderant.

Irn India, the British having established themselves as
colonial masters at the expense of the Moghul rulers, were
intent on consolidating their hold. Since they thought that
the Muslims .could still pose a threat to their rule, the
British pursued a policy of oppressing the Muslims and
placating and pleasing the Hindus to the detriment of the
Muslims. Consequently the rights and privileges enjoyed
by the Mussalmans of India from the time of Moghul
rulers were suppressed, They were subjected to
harrassment and discriminatory treatment.

In Turkey they pursued a policy aimed at destabilizing
and weakening that country. Turkey was looked upon by
the Muslims all over as representing the old Caliphate and
therefore was respected by them. Hence the British policy
of actively encouraging national movements in Turkish
territories especially in the Balkan peninsula where
Christians were preponderant was distasteful to the
followers of Islam. When the British policy led to the
fragmeniation of The Turkish Empire giving rise to a
multitude of National states the Muslims suspicion of the
British attitude towards Islamic countries was confirmed.

The British rule in Egypt came to be challenged by some
cnterprising and courageous nationalists who rose in
rebellion. The rebellion was suppressed and its gallant
leader Ahmed Orabi Pasha was sent on exile to Sri Lanka.

It was amidst strong antagonism towards the British and
the British activities that Western Education was
introduced to Sri Lanka. The very purpose of introducing
that system of education was unpalatable to the Muslims
as it was to the Buddhists and the Hindus. The primary
purposes were to prepare Sri Lankans to fill the clerical
positions in the State Service and to propagate christianity
to effect conversion.

This system of education was introduced through the
schools established by the Christian Missionary Societies.
Therefore, the Missionary Schools constituted the basis of
the Educatioral system.

The Buddhists and Hindus who initially rcjecfed
western education because of its Christian orientation
subsequently espoused it in order to be able to keep pace
with the progress being made by Christians am_i also to
stem the tide of conversion of their youth to Chl:ls-t_lamty.
Accordingly they organized themselves into Societies and
initiated Social and Cultural movements to advance the
cause of modern education amongst their peopl_e. The
Buddhists led by Anagarikka Dharmapala established a
number of Schools — Ananda College being the most

A. M. Sameem




important. The Hindus under the leadership of Arumuga
Navalar set up their own schools with Hindu College as the

premier institution in Jaffna.

The Social and Cultural changes that were taking place

in the country did influence our leaders. More importantly
the radical developments that took place in India too had
decisive impact on them. The unprecedented upsurge of
Nationalism with the emergence of the Indian National
Congress offered the Mussalmans of the Indian Sub-
continent an opportunity to come to the forefront of the
National political activities and to join the campaign for
Independence.

It was at this juncture that the renowned Poet and
Philosopher Dr. Mohammed Allama Igbal gave expression
to the truth that knowledge whether it comes from the west
or the east must not be shunned but should be acquired,
moulded in Islamic theology and assimilated to promote
the progress and advancement of Islam and Islamic

Societies. The impact of these words on the Mussalmansof ’

India and Sri Lanka was remarkable. In India it led to the
birth of Aligarh movement and subsequently to the
establishment of the Aligarh University which later
became the nerve-centre of intellectual activities of the
Mussalmans.

The imposing Abduy]

In .Sri Lanka, Dr. Igbal’s words led e
tra;mio:jmauon in their attitude towards W
Education. This process of transformation
wheil 1t was seen that Muslim monopol
Colombo was being challenged by othe):-
advantage in competing with the Muslim

0 a gradual
estern Libera)
was accelerated
over the trade in
s who were at an
s because of their

and education. These trends prompted the
solve to provide their children the Modern
tion. But they also resolved that Modern
Liberal Education to be within the framework of Islam
and Islamic Culture. As a result of these changes M.
Siddi Lebbe’s idea of acquiring Liberal Education wag
gaining acceptance. In this task of propagating his idea, he
received support and inspiration from Ahamed Orabj

Pasha.

knowledge
Muslims to 1€
Liberal Educa

A band of energetic and farsighted Muslim leaders
comprising of Ahamed Orabi Pasha, M. C. Siddi Lebbe,
Wappichchi Marikkar and I. L. M. Abdul Azeez with the
blessings and support of some others embarked on the
much cherished project of founding a school to impart
Liberal Education within the framework of Islam. Thus
came into existence Al Madrasathul Zahira. The school
was inaugurated with just 35 students on roil. Indeed a
humble beginning yet a momentous step.

In 1894 it was registered as Maradana Mohammed
Boys School with Mr. Wappichi Marikkar as the manager,
In 1913 the school was again renamed. This time as
Muslim Zahira College and Mr. D. E. Martinus became
the Principal. He was the first Principal of Zahira. In 1917
Mr. N, H. M. Abdul Cader was appointed the manager.

uilding of Zahira College

Zahira at thj

t :

Progress lh}:tsl?t;ge was struggling to move forward: it
ad been made was tremendous.

ThC ea

history zf Zrali'gz} constitutes a significant date 1 the

Al Hal 5 B J"a Col’cge' for It was du”ng this y¢3;‘ ”151
- Jayah assumed the Prmmpalship of Zahira.




- Although it had existed for 29 years, its performance had
been disappointing. The conditions that engulfed the
school was highly discouragiag. It can be best described in
his own words. “The outlook was dismal — just 6 teachers
and 59 boys, hardly any furniture worth the name, with
buildings just enough for a primary school, used at night
by loafers and the other undersirables, with unattractive
surroundings and about twenty or thirty yards from the
building thickets and shrubs regarded as rendezvous of the
citizens of the underworld, relieved only by the majesty of
the Mosque”.

So repellent was the state of the school a person of lesser
fortitude and determination wouid have been frightened
away. Mr. Jayah would not get un-nerved. Calmly
accepting the chalienge, he braced himself for the task
ahead motivated solely and primarily by his burning desire

to serve the community in the field he was best qualified to
do.

Having retrieved the school from the depressing
conditions, he steered it on a well-chartered course. While
the school was making steady progress, the war
intervened. The outbreak of the Second World War dealta
severe blow to the development of the school. The threat of
Japanese invasion and the consequent evacuation of
citizens from the City of Colombo resuited in the rapid
decline in the number of students attending school. The
school itself was commandered by the Military. The school
had to be ciosed temporarily until the situation in Colombo
became normal. :

On resumption, Mr. Jayah haruessed all the resources at
his command and direcied Zahira towards the avowed
goals. His untiring efforts and singular dedication yieided
the much desired resuits. By the 1940s Zahira College,

Colombo had biossomed out to be a ieading High School,

competing on equal terms with the so-called prestigious
schools managed by the missionary societies. Zahira had
become a vibrant educational institution full of vigour
steadily progressing to make its mark.

In the meantime Mr. Jayah quite rightly realized the

need to extend education to the provinces. Zahira College,
Colombo mainly catered to the Muslims in Colombo and
suburbs. Those who lived in the provinces lacked the
opporiunity to educaie their children in English.
Consequently Mr. Jayah with the help of Muslim teachers
in the provinces, set up branches of Zahira in Aluigama,
Gampola, Matale and Puttalam much to the delight of
the Muslims there. Therefore, Mr. Jayah is credited with
the distinction of exiending Liberal Education to the
Muslims in the provinces. :

In accomplisning this task Mr, Jayah was helped and
encouraged by number of benefactors. The most notable
being Al-Haj N. D. H. Abdul Gaffoor, whose naine is still
remembered with gratitude. Zahira was rapidly

developing. At this time important changes were taking
place in the political scene of the country. The progress
and advancement achieved by our community resulted in
It emerging as a political force to be reckoned within
the National Affairs. Consequently when the
Donoughmore Reforms of 1933 led to the creation of the
State Council, quite significantly Mr. T, B. Jayah was
nominated by the Governor to represent the Muslims.
Subsequently he was appointed a member of the
Executive Committee on Education, Evidently Zahira
had come to be recognised as a premier Muslim
educational institution refiecting Muslim interests and the
Principal of Zahira College as an acknowledged leader of
the Muslims.

With the introduction of the Soulbury Constitution,
General Elections were held in 1947. Mr. Jayah was
elected to the first Parliament by the electors of the
Colombo Central to represent them. In consideration of
Muslim interests he was appointed the Minister of Labour
and Social Services.

Mr. A. M. A. Azeez succeeded Mr. Jayah as the
Principal. A highly respected Senior Civil Servant, Mr.
Azeez _retired from the Civil Service giving up a highly
promising career to serve the Muslims as the head of the
institution, which was cherished by all Muslims. With his
administrative skill and organizing ability he applied
himself to the task of shaping and directing Zahira to
attain the position he had envisioned for Zahira in the
eductional map of Sri Lanka. In pursuance of his objective
all available resources were utilized and channelled to
equip Zahira and to provide the students the essential
faciiities and the infra-structure.

A splendid Library, a well-cquipped Science
Laboratory, a well-qualified and dedicated teaching staff,
a devoted and industrious band of Masters-in-charge of
games, a plentiful supply of sporting equipment and _tha
availability of all necessary facilities provided the motive-
force to propel Zahira into the educational scene of the
country leaving its stamp on every spiiere of activity. The
vibrant and vigorous Zahira left behind by Mr. Jayah had
burst out.

Zahirians excelled in all spheres of activ:n)lr. in
education, sports, pnysical cuiture and Islamic activities.
Zahirians becarne champions in Boxing, wmﬂmg.
Cadeting, Rifle Shooting, Rugger, Soccer, Cricket !-Etc.
The numbers of students gaining admission to the various
faculties in the University and to the Ceylon Law College
were steadily increasing. Students from dirﬁ?rcm parts of
the country belonging to various communities rushed to
Zanira for admussion.

This was the “Golden Era” of Zahira. it had become a
famous High School, occupying a proininent place in the



] take over of the schoal.
- : cessful challenging of the take 0 A v
i i Ermfi:-gé'i:acgo?hﬁz li::ded back to the Mosque Committee Lo run as a private
looked up to, with respect and a 1 By 4 . ary 1967.
::csupied an erf:incm place in the circle of educationists | school from st January :
and educational administrators. On the resignation of Mr: Fakhl!'. Mr. S. L. M. Shafie
. Marikar became the Princ1paL. HlIS ;:ffafrts to stimulate
isi i d by the lack of resources
As envisioned by Mr. Azeez, Zahira College had come o ogress was h_amperc : - and
to be the Radiating centre of Muslim Culture and Thought. financial rcstrau_lts. However it was apparent that Vlg(_)ur
Muslim students from various parts of the co:'ntry Eﬂae"’td and dynamism displayed by the school were fast becoming
Zahira. On completion of the course of studies, students  orominent.
with the knowledge of liberal education imparted to

them, with the knowledge of Islamic theology expounded . :
by Al-Azhar qualified teachers, with the moral values | aBoard of Governors to manage the school. It comprises of

instilled in them in the Assembly Hall, they returned 0 members draw_n from the Mosque .Comm'itt,:e, the
their villages and towns in the provinces and took up the Welfare Committee, Parents-Teachers’ Association and
leadership to help and guide their less-privileged brothers  Old Boys Association.

and to inculcate in them Islamic Spirit and values which
they acquired at Zahira.

In 1982 Parliament passed an Act requiring setting up of

Zahira is now celebrating its hundredth year of its’
existence. It has now a student population of over 4,000
with a teaching staff of about 150 members. It comprises

hi taki r by the Government.
i ety Senior and Advanced Level Sections

Immediately after the take over Mr. Azeez resigned and  of Primary, Junior, sl \
he was succeeded by Mr. 1. L. M. Mashoor, the Principal  with classes in both media-Sinhala and Tamil.
o Additnchchonsi Tesising College. L 190 ME 10 the course of its hundred years history, Zahira had
mﬁﬁﬂiﬁhe Vice-Principel i o Doaieeuhimescudous CRangel, SOTE ol smhieh. wo
_a dedicated teacher and experienced administrator. remarkab.lc because of their positive effects and their
contribution to progress and advancement of the college.
Some of the changes had negative effects in that they
retarded its progress.

In 1966 another significant development in the history
of Zahira occurred. In that year the appeal of the Board of
Trustees of the Maradana Mosque to the Privy Council Whatever the changes that may take place and
against the order of the Supreme Court was upheld and the  whatever the form it would assume, Zahira College will go

order of the Supreme Court was set aside. Asaresultof the on to render its service to the community.




01. J. Koil Feeld
02. W. Moris

03. D. C. Pavaar
04. E. L. Midiford
05. E. M. Ethadan
06. W. C. Micred
07. W. D. Read
08. L. F. Leesink
09. G. W. Peterson
10. J.B. A. Beli
11. P. A. Demplar
12. C. M. Lesindan

13. A. R. Dosan

14. C. M. Lesindan
15. R. Reed

16. C. E. D. Penicvic
17. H. H. Kamaroon
18. S. Hopton

19. E. T. Voi

20. H. W. F. C Boardhadis
21. B. Konstanteen
22. P. F. Cookson

23. H. R. Preeman
-24. F. Bort

25. R. N. Theen

26. A. C. Olnet

27. E. B. Alexsander
28. John Scot

29. H. W. Codrington
30. C. H. Kolins

31. W. E. Wite

32. P. F. Porast
33. W. K. H. Campbell

34. M. Y. R. Viboolt

NAMES OF GOVERNMENT AGENTS OF
PUTTALAM
FROM 1855 TILL NOW

1855
1856
1857-1862
1863-1865
1866-1868
1869-1870
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876-1883
1887
1885-1886
1887
1888-1891
1892-1893
1894
1895-1897
1898
1899
1902
1903
1904-1905
1906-1907
1908-1909
1910-1912
1912-1913
1914
1915
1916-1918
1919
1920-1921
1922

35.

36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.

49.
50.
51.
ST,
53.
54,
55.
56.

57.

58

59.

(=)
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61
62.
63.
64.
65,
66.
67.
68.

. H. Campbell
. Vochorn
. Wikramasinghe
. Vadiya

. J. L. Rogsan

. Kumaraswami
. Rodrigu

. E. Cheistoffels
. Liyte

. R. Moneypany

. L. D. Devidson
. D. Fernando

. A. De Silva

. Srikantha

. Arulpragasan

. De Fonseka

. R. Devarajan

. S. NavarathnaRaja

. M. Sparks

. B. Dissanayake
. Ramanadan

. L. F. Lodwyk

. I. Mohideen

:Cl":::;q

. T. W. Amarasekara
. W. 8. Gunaratna
. Punchihewa
. Wijeweera
. Rajapaksa
ayamaha
. O. Ebart
. Weerakoon
. Piyasena
. P. Molligoda
. L. Perera

1923
1924-1925
1926-1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933-1936
1937-1938
1935-1941
1942-1943
1944
1945-1947
1948
1949-1951
1952
1953-1955
1956-1959
1960
1961
1962-1963
1963-1964
1965-1966
1966-1967
1968--1969
1969-1972
1973
1974-1977
1977-1978
1978-1981
1981-1982
1982-19%0
1991
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THE FIRST PARLIAMENTARIAN OF
INDEPENDENT SRI LANKA

The late Al-Haj H. S. Ismail, has lasting fame in the ,

Parliamentary annals of Sri Lanka. When the first
Parliamentary elections took place in 1947, it was found
that the only uncontested candidate was the candidate for
Puttalam, H. S. Ismail. Thus he was declared the first
elected Member of Parliament of Sri Lanka. H. S. Ismail
has had other claims to fame. He was, for instance, the first
Muslim to win the first prize in the Finals Examination at
the Ceylon Law College.

H. S. Ismail was the son of M. N. H. Hameed Hussain
Marikar of Puttalam. After a successful school career, he
decided to become a lawyer. He entered Ceylon Law
College in 1921. In 1925, he became a Proctor SC & NP.
He established himself at Puttalam and quickly rose to the
top of his profession.

Social work had always attracted H. S. Ismail. In 1926,
he was elected to the Puttalam Local Board and when
Puttalam became an U.D.C. he became a member in it.
Mr. Ismail endeared himself to the people of Puttalam.
Social responsibility fell on him thick. He became a
member of the Excise Advisory Committee; Rural
Education District Committee: Secretary of the Social
Service League: and Commissioner of Oaths for the
Puttalam District.

Al-Haj H. S. Ismail was very keen on Muslim matters as
well. Soon, he was chosen to be the Chairman of the
Puttalam Jumma Mosque Committee Board. He was
instrumental in the construction of that Mosque.

Al-Haj H. S. Ismail’s Parliamentary career was suited
to his personality. He was elected to the supreme position
of Speaker of the House of Representatives (Parliament).
His legal training helped him a great deal in the discharge
of his work as Mr. Speaker.

Al-Haj H. S. Ismail applied himself to the study of the
background and documentation of that office. He was
reputed to have the authoritiative book on Parliamentary
procedure, May's Parliamentary Practice, at his finger-
ends. No knotty problem regarding Parliament, failed to
be solved by him. .

But even more useful to him was his soft approach apd
geniality which made every Parliamentarian listen to him
and respect him.

In spite of his manifold activities, Al-Haj H. S. Ismail
carried out his Islamic duties punctiliously. He was a pious
man, in word, thought and deed. Though knowledgeable
of the world, he never succumbed to the insincerities, the
soft lies and the casuistry which the common world often
calls forth.

Al-Haj Ismail took part in many Islamic activities, with
a devotion that gladdened the heart of his friends. He was
for instance, the first President of the Baithul-Ma_l. the
Muslim Organization which disburses philanthr(_)py in Fhr.
manner of early Islam. It is a tribute to the pioneering
work, Al-Haj H. S. Ismail did that, the Baithul — Mal is

today vigorously alive.



A RETROSPECT OF PUTTALAM

Today, the Puttalam District and the Town of Putta‘lam
itself, are the seat of a substantial number of Muslims,
with a solid, growing middle-class and a firm stratum of
educational institutions and effective intelligentsia which
counts within itself a fair number of accountants, lawyers,
. medical men, senior Government servants, men of science,

mercantile executives, university lecturers, teachers and .

businessmen.

But hundred years ago and even fifty years ago, things
were different. It would he instructive to glance at the
situation of those days, always keeping in mind that the
Muslims of Puttalam were always deeply attached to
Islam and the maintenance and preservation of their
identity. Puttalam had an Islamic flayour all its own. Fifty
years ago and earlier, there were few schools. But the
people had a vigorous tradition of learning in Quran,
Hadith and Arabic works. The people also had a
background of Islamic Tamil literature, mainly at the oral
level. Puttalam also had praduced its own men-of-letters,
poets, including the blind poet, Sheikh Alawdeen of
Karaitivu whose verses are still on the lipse of men.

The reason for the flourishing of literary tradition was
the presence of land-owners (some of them owning vast
acreages) in Puttalam. They had a sense of community
responsibility and freely and frequently helped the men of
learning. The book, Ceylon in the Coronation Year 1937
gives vignettes of some of these members of squirearchy.

S. A. K. Hameed Hussain Marikar was appointed Head
Morrman in 1923 by Governor Manning and Kathi in
1936. U. S. Mohamed, who died in 1936, had financially
assited the Puttalam Mosque. A. V. Ponnimuthu Marikar
was a social worker whose son A. M. Jawfer, was a well-
known cricketer to Zahira College, Colombo, who
distinguished himself in that sport in 1936, in Madras,
Bombay and Aligarh. T, S. Abbas Marikar was

! responsible for the erection of Sinda Madar Mosque in

Puttalam, S. S. M. Naina Marikar was a social worker of
Puttalam whose father had donated Rs. 20,000 and eight
satinwood pillars to the Bankshall Street Mosque in

Celombo.

A. M. Naina Marikar, had contributed to many
charities and Government Muslim Boys’ School. The
book, Ceylon in the Cornonation Year stated that ‘his son,
H_ M. Naina Marikar is a student at the University
College where he is reading for the Honours Course’. Mr.
Naina Marikar subsequently entered on 2 successful
political career, representing Puttlam in the Legislature
for upwards of 30 years and became Finance Minister, as
pinnacle of his political career. Sainuddin Marikar Assen
Kudhoos became licensed surveyor, leveller, auctioneer
and assessor in 1917, He also took steps to reverse the
decision of the Ceylon Government Railway to stop the
train service Chilaw to Puttalam.

All these gentlemen, and many others besides, were
great land owners, who had kindness and philanthropy.




1970 — A deputation from Kal-Eliya Muslim Ladies, Arabic College, was received in audience by Marnoom King Faizal
Bin Abdul Aziz in his Palace in Jeddah.

Seen in this picture are Alhaj M. A. M. Abdul Hassan, President of the Managing Society, Alhaj A. H. M. Azwer,
(present Minister of State for Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs) and Dr. Nubar Farook
(presently attached to 1. I. R. O., Jeddah) being in audience with King Faizal.

This was a rare audience given to any Muslim organisation or delegation from Sri Lanka by His Majesty King
Faizal, The recent gift of 60,000 copies of Holy Quran by His Majesty King Fahd, Custodian of two Holy Mosques, is
a continuation of this goodwill.



Sri Lankan Muslims gef
Saudi-donated Quran coples

RIYADH - Copies of the Holy Quran donated by .the
Saudi government were distributed among the Muslims
and the Trustees of the Mosques in Sri Lankg on
Wednesday under the personal supervision of President
Ranasinghe Premadasa.

The donation of 30,000 copies of the Holy Quran was a
sequel to a discussion held here recently between Minister
of Haj and Endowments Abdul Wahab Abdulwasie and
his counterpart in Colombo, Abdul Hameed Azwer,

Speaking to Riyadh Daily, Sri Lankan Ambassador
Abdul Cader Markar said the presence of the Sri Lankan
President at the distribution ceremony bears eloquent
testimony to the personal interest he has toward the uplift
of the Muslim community in the island, The Ambassador
said the distribution took place in Badulla last Wednesday

at the Mobile Presidential Secretariat which was

functioning at the time in the Province.

Markar noted that the Mobile Presidential Secretariat
is the brain child of the Sri Lankan President where the

central government machinery moves from place to place -

to provide better services to the people. In the past,
Markar explained, people from all parts of the island had
to come to Colombo to get their work done because the

governmental functions were centralized in the capital, he
said. i

The envoy added Sri Lankan Muslims get similar gifts
l'ron'_| time to time from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
During the early part of this year the International Islamic
Relief Organization (IIRO) sent a large consignment of
date.s to Sri Lanka to be distributed among the Muslims of
the island. Minister of Trade and Commerce Abdul Razak
Munsloor distributed the large stocks of dates to the
Muslims and the Mosques in the various parts of the island .

In a communication received from Colombo, State
Minister of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs Abdy]
Hameed Azwer has thanked Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Fahd bin Abdulaziz and his counterpart
Abdul Wahab Abdulwasie for their gesture in donating
the Quran copies. Azwer said it was a useful and
everlasting gift from the Saudi government. The Holy
Books are being distributed among the needy Muslims
who cannot afford to buy their copies of the Holy Quran,
he said. The Ministry of Muslim Religious and Cultural
Affairs has also made arrangements to send these-copies to
various libraries and mosques.

Azwer noted that the prayers and best wishes of the Sri

-Lankan Muslim community will always be with the Saudi

Arabian government for its continuous support and
assistance to strengthen the force of the Islamic Ummah.

The Minister said that nearly 200,000 Muslims from
the north and eastern parts of the island have become
refugees due to the terrorist activities of the Tamil Tigers.
Tht_:sc were the Muslims who have been chased out of their
native villages by the Tamil rebels, he said.

Azwer pointed out that these Muslims who are thrown
out of their homes are now living in places allocated by the
government. He said that the government has been trying
0.doiits best to help these Muslims, but expatriates in the
gxpgdom could also give a helping hand. He appealed to

ri Lankan Muslims in the Kingdom to donate to the

Muslim Refugees Fy e :
. nd t r this
specific purpose. set up by the Ministry for

The Minister
Population of about 100

Parts of the Middle East have already
fesponded to the call of he Ministry, he said.

e ——
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Ministerof Haj i
aj and Endowments oft!:e Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, His Excellency Abdul Wahab i
provided 60,000 Holy Quran texts to Sri Lanka. g v

of the World Wide Dawoodi Bohra

oliness Dr. Seyyidna Mohamed Burhanuddin Sahib (T.U.F.), Leader
for Muslim Religious and Cultural

| by Hon. Alhaj A. H. M. Azwer, M.P., Minister of State
Affairs on behalf of the Sri Lankan refugees.

Magnificient Donation by His H
Community in Response to the Stirring appea

4 Habeeb Jafferjee handing over a cheque for Rs. 786,786/ to the Hon.

Amil Sahib Kauser Ali Najimudeen an
Minister,

In the picture seen M/s.
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NATIONAL MEELAD CELEBRATI

Organising Committee

Al-Haj. M. 1. Bishrul Haffi — Chairman
Mr. M. S. Abbas — Secretary

Mr. A. M. M. S. Abdul Cader — Treasurer

- 1991

Ex-Chairman, Urban Council, Puttalam

Urban Council, Puttalam
Attorney-At Law, Puttalam

EE
RECEPTION AND OTHER ARRANGEMENTS COMMITT

L{r. M. M. Zakroof Mohideen — President

Mr. A. M. Hizam Hussain — Secretary
Mr. H. M. Hannaz Mohideen
Mr. S. R. M. Hinayathullah

Mr. S. A. Hafeel

Mr. S. A. C. Yakoob

Mr. H. M. Kamarudeen
Mr. Alhaj M. U. M. Anzar
Mr. Haja Sahabdeen

Propaganda Committee

Mr. Ifthikab Mohamed — President
Mr. Z. M. Sanhir — Secretary
Mr. M. U. Sanoon

Finance Committee

Mr. A. M. M. Abdul Cader — President
Mr. U. L. A. Azeez - Secretary

Mr. M. M. S. Mohideen

Mr. S. R. M. Hinayathullah

Mr. S. A. Hafeel

Mr. M. S. Abbas

Mr. Nooman M. A. Marikar

Exhibition Committee

Mr. Moulavi Y. M. ‘Abdul Bassar
Mr. A. T. M. Nijam

Mr. Abdul Mahumood Alim.

Mr. A. M. Nijam

Mr. S. I. Salahudeen

Mr. S. R. M. Abbas

Mr. M. S. Aboosali

Mr. J. Z. A. Namaz

Chairman, Urban Council, Puttalam
Hamid Hussain & Company, Puttalam
Teacher

Member, U.C., Puttalam

Member, U. C., Puttalam

Teacher

Principal, Vattakandal, M.V.
Ex-Member, U. C., Puttalam

Teacher

Attorney-At-Law, Puttalam
Teacher
Correspondent for Thinakaran

Attorney-At-Law

A. G. A./Regional Secretary

Chairman, U. C., Puttalam

Member, U. C., Puttalam

Member, U. C., Puttalam

Typist, U. C., Puttalam

Hon. State Minister’s Personal Assistant

A G A./Regional Secretary
Retired Teached Adviser

Principal Zahira College, Puttalam
Teacher :

Teacher

'II":?:I;Z:L Madrasathy| Casimiya
Teacher

Gramasevaka

Public Health Inspector
Insurance Corporation




NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS, PUTTALAM, 1991

LIST oF PRIZE-WINNERS

ORATORICAL CONTEST TAMIL JUNIOR - MALE

(1) 0/T/I/M/31 1st Place
(2) O/T/I/M/61 2nd Place
(3) O/T/I/M/59 3rd Place

ORATORICAL CONTEST

(4) O/T/J/F/53 1st Place
(5) O/T/1/F/19 2nd Place
(6) O/T/J//F/38 3rd Place

I. L. Mohamed Yazeer,
BT/Rahmaniya Vidyalayam,
Ladies Market Road,
Eravur

M. F. M. Rifky,

204, New Moor Street,
Colombo 12

A. K. M. Riyaz,

34/6, Husseiniya Street,
Colombo 12

TAMIL JUNIOR - FEMALE

M. N. Fathima Nazliya,
78,Meegahamulla Road,
Atulugama,
Bandaragama

H. M. Fathima Razanath,
‘Rifkath’,

Ganitpura,

Warakapola

M. Zahira Banu,

BT /Aligar Muslim Maha Vidyalaya,
Eravur

ORATORICAL CONTEST TAMIL SENIOR - MALE

(7) O/T/S/M/16 1st Place
(8) O/T/S/M/04  2nd Place
(9) O/T/S/M/08 3rd Place

M. N. M. Anas,

39, Matale Road,
Akurana

1. L. Mohamed Igbal,
‘Nuzrath’,

13, School Road,
Ethungahakotuwa

M. Fahim Hakku,

69, Muthuwella Mawatha,
Colombo 15

ORATORICAL CONTEST TAMIL SENIOR - FEMALE

(10) O/T/S/F/07 1st Place
(11) O/T/S/F/16 2nd Place
(12) O/T/S/F/14 3rd Place

Fathima Rehana Shafce,
173, Layards Broadway,
Grandpass,

Colombo 14

Mohamed Yoosuff Moufiya,
Mahamood Ladies College,
Kalmunai

Seyed Ibrahim Jaleela,
Town Council Road,
Eravur



ORATORICAL
(13) 0/S/J/M/08 1st Place

(14) O/S/I/M/18 2nd Place

(15) 0/S/J/M/15  3rd Place

CONTEST SINHALA JUNIO

R - MALE

had Nizam,
:;lsrq:r:th Mawatha Road,
Muthuwella,
Colombo 15
M. L. M. Ukkas,
C/1/13 N. H. 55
Maligawatte,
Colombo 10
Mohamed Riyas Mohideen,
5/1, Cooray Road,
Kalutara South,
Kalutara

ORATORICAL CONTEST SINHALA JUNIOR - FEMALE

(16) O/S/J/F/14 1st Place
(17) O/8/J/F/13 2nd Place
(18) O/S/J/F/12 3rd Place

Fathima Rizana Mohamed,

30, Waithiya Road,

Dehiwala

Ummu Rizana Sherifdeen,
63/18, Wekanda Road,
Colombo 2

Fathima Simthiya Muhinudeen,
241, Mohideen Masjid Road,
Colombo 10

ORATORICAL CONTEST SINHALA SENIOR - MALE

(19) O/S/S/M/04 Ist Place
(20) O/S/S/M/03 2nd Place
(21) O/S/S/M/01  3rd Place

P. M. M. Fazeel,

63/18, Wekanda Road,
Colombo 2

Fahmy Rafaideen,

74, Muthuwella Mawatha,
Colombo 15

M. R. M. Farzan, 75/61, Maligakanda

Road,
Colombo 10

ORATORICAL CONTEST SINHALA SENIOR - FEMALE

(22) O/S/S/F/02 1st Place
(23) O/S/S/F/01 2nd Place
(24) O/S/S/F/12 3rd Place

Fathima Farzana Ismail,
F ? Lockgate Lane,

Sri Sangaraja Mawatha,
Colombo 10

Fathima Sharmeen,
1/14, F, Kadirana Farm,
Mattakkuliya,

Colombo 15

Fathima Shanas Sameen,

D 1/8, Sri San )
Colombo 19— Mawatha,



ORATORICAL CONTEST ENGLISH JUNIOR - MALE

(25) O/E/1/M/03 Ist Place
(26) O/E/J/M /04 2nd Place
(27) O/E/)/M /01 3rd Place

M. I. M. Israth,

90/18, S. Mahinda Mawatha,
Maradana,

Colombo 10

A. A. M. Amjath,

‘Vila Rahmath’,

Old Post Office Road,
Saithamaruthu 3

M. Nazeel Muzammil,
Mattakkuliya Muslim Vidyalaya,
Mattakkuliya Ahadiya School,
Colombo 15

ORATORICAL CONTEST ENGLISH JUNIOR — FEMALE

(28) O/E/1/F/05 1st Place
(29) O/E/J/F/02 2nd Place
(30) O/E/J/F/07 3rd Place
(31) O/E/J/F/08 3rd Place

Nizrin Nisthar,

11, Sheik Noordsen Road,
Kalutara South,

Kalutara

Fathima Shafna Farook
14B, Symon Hevavitharana Road,
Colombo 3

Sithy Nadhira Haniffa,
183, Khatapitiya,
Gampola

Nizrun Nisthar,

11, Sheik Noordeen Road,
Kalutara South,

Kalutara

ORATORICAL CONTEST ENGLISH SENIOR - MALE

(32) O/F/S/M/15  1st Place
(33) O/E/S/M/08  2nd Place
(34) O/E/S/M/01  3rd Place

Mohamed Ziyan Sufiyan,
653/9, Bloemendhal Road,
Colombo 15

M. S. Jaward,

Makola Muslim Orphanage,
Makola,

Kiribathgoda

N. A. Naslim,

86/2, Kandy Road,
Warakamura,

Ukuwela

ORATORICAL CONTEST ENGLISH SENIOR - FEMALE

(35) O/E/S/F/09 1st Place
(36) O/E/S/F/04 2nd Place -
(37) O/E/S/F/02 3rd Place

Ilham Shadina Sabry,

23, B. Keppetipoia Mawatha,
Colombo 5

Fathima Fariha Haniffa,
183, Kahatapitiya,

Gampola !
Hafeeza Thaha Cassim,

76, Samudrasanna Road,
Mount Lavinia



R — MALE
TORICAL CONTEST ARABIC SENIO
- ilam
T: M. Nila '
(38) O/A/S/M/0B  1st Place T M. N rabic College

0Old Town, Madampe
H. M. Shajahan.
(39) O/A/S/M/05 204 PIA® igriiar Lane,
Old Road,
Kattankudy 4h
A. R. A. Shathar
(40) O/A/S/M/04 3rd Place 11A, Pethiyagoda,

Gelioya

QIRATH CONTEST JUNIOR - MALE

_R. M. Siyam,
:L, Dr. E. A. Cooray Mawatha,
Colombo 6

A. R. M. Riyas,
(42) Q/I/M/24 2nd Place A Dr.E. A. Cooray Mawaths,

Colombo 6

M. Safraz Mansoor,
(43) Q/3/M/20 3l A 14, Kingstone Garden,

Colombo 4

(41) Q/]/M/l? 1st Place

QIRATH CONTEST JUNIOR - FEMALE

1st Place Seema Mariam Haroon,
S R : 8, Bogolla Fiats,
Dickmons Road,
Colombo 5
(45) Q/J/F/18 2nd Place Fathima Rihana Farook,
89, Muthuwella Mawatha,
. Colombo 15
(46) Q/J/E/11 3rd Place Fathima Shiraza,
321, Modara Road,
Colombo 15

QIRATH CONTEST SENIOR - MALE

(47) Q/S/M/07 1st Place M. S. M. Siraj Ahamed,
Ihsaniya Arabic College,
64, Peer Sahib Street,
Colombo 12

(48) Q/S/M/01 2nd Place M. T. M. Fahim,

225/15, A’ Block, N. H. S.,
Maligawatta,

Colombo 10

M. Z. M. Nauser,

D. 58, Madulbowa,
Hemmathagama

QIRATH CONTEST SENIOR-FEMALE
(50) Q/S/F/12 1st Place

(49) Q/S/M/16 3rd Place

Rinza Ansar,
8C9,1l\duthuwclla Mawatha,
olombo 15,
(51) Q/S/F/07 2nd Place Fathima Zilﬁka Shaf
ee,
173, Layards Broadway
: Grandpass, &
Colom
(52) Q/S/F/10 3rd Place Falhimb;lll-?;na Mukth
_ ukthar,

276, Dematagod



HIFLUL QURAN CONTEST JUNIOR-MALE

(53) HQ/J/M/05 1st Place
(54) HQ/J/M/02 2nd Place
(55) HQ/J/M/03 3rd Place

A. M. A. Basheer,
Kulliyathul Hiflul Quran,
Arabic College,
Kattuppalli Road,
Eravur,

A. R. M. Mohamed Rizwan,
Kulliyathul Hiflul Quran
Arabic College,
Kattuppalli Road,
Eravur.

A. L. M. Ramzy,
Kulliyathul Hiflul Quran
Arabic College,
Kattuppalli Road,
Eravur,

HIFLUL QURAN CONTEST SENIOR-MALE

(56) HQ/S/M/07 15t Place
(57) HQ/S/M/08 2nd Place
(58) HQ/S/M/12 3rd Place

Usanar Raheem,

Madrasathul Bari Arabic College.
Galbokka .
Weligama.

M. S. M. Munawwar,

Makola Muslim Orphanage,
Makoia,

Kiribathgoda.

M. B. M. Ameen,

Ihsaniya Arabic College,

64, Peer Sahib Street,
Colombo 12.

ESSAY WRITING CONTEST TAMIL-JUNIOR

(59) ES/T/)/19 1st Place
(60) ES/T/1/03 2nd Place
(61) ES/T/J/13 3rd Place

M. M. Mohamed Mihal,
193, Thunduwa,
Haburugala,

M. N. F. Kamila,

61/B, Jayaratna Road,
Negombo.

M. M. Arafath Mohamed,
204, Public Library Road,
Maruthamunai,

Kalmunai.

ESSAY WRITING CONTEST TAMIL-SENIOR

(62) ES/T/S/10 1st Place
(63) ES/T/S/21 2nd Place
3rd Place

(64) ES/T/S/42

A. 8. Aneera,

88/4, A, Pillawa Road,
Dalupotha,

Negombo.

A. L. S. Raeezah,
C/O N. A. Ismail,
Zaviya Street,
Kattankudy.

Miss F. Nazlin S. Marikar,
*Ashiyana’,

Poles Road,

Puttalam.



ESSAY WRITING CONTEST SINHALA-JUNIOR

(65) ES/S/J/21

(66) ES/S/J/25

(67) ES/S/J/24

(68) ES/S/S/39

(69) ES/S/S/40

(70) ES/S/S/38

(71) PT/J/06

(72) PT/J/09

(73) PT/J/01

(74) PT/S/05
(75) PT/S/03

(76) PT/S/40

1st Place

2nd Place

3rd Place

Minnathul Khairiya Mazabhir,
15, Reserviour Road,

Colombo 9.

;‘[{lat?azl;nkrliya Ahadiya School,
Mattakkuliya Muslim Vidyalaya,
82, St. Mary’s Road,

Colombo 15.

M. 1. Rumaiza,

8/1, Waffa Mawatha,
Werawatte,

Panadura.

ESSAY WRITING SINHALA-SENIOR

1st Place

'2nd Place

3rd Place

Shahme Ahamed Farook,

14/B, Simon Hevavitharana Road,
Colombo 3.

M. M. M. Naushad,

222/5, Mohideen Masjid Road,
Maradana,

Colombo 10.

Fathima Shamila Farook,

14, Simon Hewavitharana Road,
Colombo 3.

POETRY TAMIL-JUNIOR

1st Place

2nd Place

3rd Place

M. V. Samsul Rahma,
149/B, S. N. Road,
Atulugama
Bandaragama.

M. A. Ahamed Rushdi,
65, St. Sebastian Street,
Colombo 12.

Hisna Saly Haleeb,

53, Indriligoda,
Maggona.

POETRY TML"SENIOR

Ist Place

2nd Place

3rd Place

M. L. Fathima Rozani,
52/A, Mahawalte.
Atulugama
Bandaragama.

M. M, Hajimunnisa

3, Mahawatte, '
Atulugama
Bandaragama.

Fathima Nazwa,

375/1, Akbar Town
Wattala, -



(77) SH/T/3/01

(78) SH/T/1/07

(79) SH/T/3/06

(80) SH/T/S/06

(81) SH/T/S/03

(82) SH/T/S/30

(83) AC/J/05

(84) AC/J/08

(85) AC/J/06

(86) AC/S/10

(87) AC/S

(88) AC/S/31

SHORT STORY TAMIL-JUNIOR

Ist Place

2nd Place

3rd Place

Jesmin Sheriff,

35/D, Gnanawimala Road,
Dematagoda,
Colombo 9,

F. L. Mohideen Rajab,
44, Third Lane,

Third Cross Street,
Puttalam.

M. N. M. Irshad,

58, Lasaras Road,
Periyamulla,
Negombo.

SHORT STORY TAMIL-SENIOR

1st Place
2nd Place

3rd Place

M. M. Safwan,

119, A. Kapuwatte,
Denipitiya,

Weligama.

A. B. Mohamed Mabhir,
312 A, Al Hilal Road,
Sainthamaruthu 5,
Kalmunai.

Miss Rahill Thowfeek,
707 /4, Negombo Road,
Mabola,

Wattala.

ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY CONTEST - JUNIOR

1st Place

2nd Place

3rd Place

M. F. M. Faris,

Makola Muslim Orphanage,
Makola,

Kiribathgoda.

Mohamed Naushad Packiron,
91, Muthuwella Mawatha,
Colombo 15.

M. R. M. Rizwan,

Makola Muslim Orphanage,
Makola,

Kiribathgoda.

ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY CONTEST- SENIOR

1st Place

2nd Place

3rd Place

A. A. Rafees A. Azeez,
Jamiah Naleemiah,

P.O. Box 01,

Beruwela.

Mrs. Marhana Nazeem,
Muttatugama, Walawwa,
Panawela Road,
Eheliyagoda.

A. H. M. Aslam,

69, Muthuwella Mawatha,
Colombo 15.
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Cry of the Muslim Refugees

“For those who give

In Charity, men and women,
And loan to God

A Beautiful Loan,

It shall be increased manifold
[To their credit]

And they shall have [besides]
A liberal reward.”

. The Holy Qur'an 57:18
[Translation by AllamaAbdullah YusufAli, CBE,
MA, LLM]

Voicing the Crisis

“In the entire recorded history of Sri Lanka, Muslims have
never been subjected to such tragic suffering, trials and
tribulations. Now the afflicted Muslims of Mannar and
Jaffna are languishing in refugee camps. They have lost all
their belongings and jewellery. They have no livelihood.
The students have no schools to attend. The sick have no
medical supplies or hospitals to go to. There is no call of
‘Azan’, that is the call for prayer, beyond Medawachchiya
area. The Yaseen Kitabs, the Moulood Kitabs and even
the Thasbeeh, the rosary [which] the Muslims use for
*Zikr’, had been destroyed and thrown away.” '

Such is the present tragedy befallen on an estimated 1 /4
million Muslims of Sri Lanka, as voiced poignantly in the
Sri Lanka Parliament by the Minister of State for Muslim,
Religious & Cultural Affairs, the Hon, Alhaj A. H. M.

Azwer, JP. MP.

| Present Assistance

The Sri Lanka Government presently doles out rationed
food and a stipend of US $7.75 per week for a family or
group of 5-people. Social service organizations, approved
charities, and philanthropists have extended their mite in
this momentous crisis. However, this assistance hardly
suffices in alleviating the present plight of this pitiable

people.

Cause

Of the 16-million population which is predominantly
Sinhgla, the 2.2-million Tamils and some I-million
Muslims together with lesser minorities co-exist in
this cosmopolitan republic connected with the
Commonwealth. A section of the Tamil populace, titled
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam [LTTE]demand for
a separate state which covers the North-East regions of
the island to which the Sri Lanka Government has refused
to concede. In the North-East Provinces, where the
Tamils are in the majority, the Muslims stand firmly
committed to the concept of a unitary State and:
conforming with Islamic tenets in obeying the laws of the

land. Hence, they faced the wrath of the armed Tigers
from June 11, 1990.

Muslim Refugees

The resultant effect of this stand was that the Muslims in
those areas were subject to a terrible reign of terror by the
Tigers. Death, desecration and destruction became the
order of the day. Mosques, shrines, madrasas, kitabs,
scheols and private property were not spared. The
Muslims were systematically driven away from their
homes in the North-East regions. Thus began the
exodus of refugees flowing into the North-Central and
Western Provinces.

Help

The International Muslim Community, especially the
Arab brotherhood, should strive to imitate the historically
acclaimed generosity of the Ansars or Helpers who gave
succour to the Muhajireens whose departure or Hegira
from Mecca with Prophet Muhammed [On whom be
peace] in 622-AD marked the beginning of the Islamic
calendar.

Until such time as the Sri Lanka Government settles the
existing crisis, the refugees will not be able to return to
their homes in the North-East Provinces. Hence, they

A. F. SAMEER




camps in very trying

ive in temporary tents and ¢
: e water is available some

circumstances. In some instances,
2-km away!

Attempts are being made to introduce self-employment :
projects to the refugees in order to thP them earn thehlr
living and thus relieving the financial s.tr.am of .l e
Government. The requirement of funds now is imperative.

Refugee History

The word Refugee brings to mind a host of episodes from
the 15th century when the Moers and Jews fled Spain. The
exodus of Jews escaping from Russian and Nazi pogroms
in the 20th century, and some 1 1/2 million Russians
settling down in Europe in the aftermath of the bloody
Russian Revolution. The departure of the Chinese and
Spaniards from their respective homelands in the ’30s.
The displacement of Armenians and Greeks to Turkey
during WWI. Then WWII's 8-million refugees who were
handled by the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration [UNRRA]. The Korean War refugees
who were settled in their millions by the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR] successor to
the International Refugee Organization set up in 1946.
replacing UNRAA. The ¢reation of the state of Israel in ;
1948 which led to the displacement of thousands of Arabs
who live in Middle Eastern refugee camps todate and has
been the serious cause for concern by the leading nations of
the world especially after the end of the Gulf War. The
aftermath of the Vietnam War in the 1970s saw thousands
of ‘boat people’ from Indo-China flee from Communist
rule. The 1980s witnessed boatloads of Cubans and
Haitians attempting to seek asylum in the U.S. Closer
home, we have in 1971 the Indo-Pakistan War which
spawned some 9-million refugees, most of whom
reportedly settled down in the new State of Bangladesh. In
Sri Lanka today the same serious pattern exists, where
Muslim refugees, suffer in silence. The situation is far
‘worse than that of the Palestinian refugees.

Massacre of Muslims

Apart from the massacre of over 100 Muslims while at
Isha prayers in a mosque at Kattankudy, townships in the
Eastern Province such as Akkaraipattu, Kurukkal

Madam, Eravur and Sammanthurai have their respective
dose of tragedies to tell. The exodus of Muslim refugees
from the Northern Province in Jaffna and Mannar and
from the Eastern Province in Trincomalee and Batticaloa
into Sinhala townships such as Anuradhapura,
Polonnaruwa and Puttalam calls for internationa]
assistance to help those displaced for no fault of theirs.
Widows and children of those who were murdered are the
worst affected with no one to care.

Present Needs

Priérity requirements at present include bales of cloth [for
school uniforms], water-pumps and generators [to
transport water especially from distant sources], cooking
utensils, cadjan and timber [to put up temporary dwelling-
spots], water bowsers, ambulances, first-aid kits, transport
vehicles, exercise books [for children’s schooling], tents or
portable houses, mats, clothes [for adults and children],
pharmaceuticals/medical supplies and equipment, fishing
nets, agricultural implements, industrial tube-wells, desks
and chairs and stationery [for school children], fishing
boats.

Assistance Centre

The focal point in co-ordinating all activities connected to
assisting these Muslim refugees is the Ministry of
Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs at 34, Malay Street,
Colombo 2, Sri Lanka. The Ministry has established a
special Fund titled Muslim Charities Fund incorporated
under the Wakfs Act of Sri Lanka. Donations may be
remitted direct to Account No. 5210800168, Bank of
Ceylon, Hyde Park Branch, Colombo, Sri Lanka. Telex:
22865 Supreme—CE. Fax: 541123. Telephone: 445764;
445774; 438370. Cheques or drafts may be drawn in
favour of The Muslim Charities Fund, Department of
Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs, 34, Malay Street,
Colombo 2, Sri Lanka.

The Ministry has estimated damages caused to some
184 mosques and 39 Madrasas and Arabic Colleges at US
$ 0.75-million, according to available statistics. The
N_Iuslim refugees are presently scattered over a dozen
districts in some 200 camps all over the island.
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The Office of the Minister of State for Muslim Religious and Cultural
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public, who helped in the preparation, publication and issue of this
Souvenir; the officers and employees of the State Ministry, the
Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs; all Ministries
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for Printing this Souvenir so well and neat, and at such short notice.
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