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Please Remember:

“CHETTINAD”
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BUILDING MATERIALS

Chettinad Corporation (Private) Ltd.

HVIW.KEYZER STREET,
P. O. Box No. 168

COLOMBDO,

Te’egrams L [ Finance o

Telephone: 4276 & 4277
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A. 8. 8. Sangaralingam Pillai & Co. Lid.,

Dealers in Motor Spare Parts, Tyres, Tubes & Accessories
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Worship of Subramaniya

bl

C. BALASINGHAM

There IS a special connection between Tamils and God
stated that the worship of Subramaniya is Co-eval with Tam
tha.t in Mohenyadaro God was worshipped as Anan
Anil-like An but not An. Tholkapiam and Sangam )

'Subramaniya that it may be Justifiably
il civilisation. Father Heras has stated
fj- his Kumara-the son God-was worshipped as
licrature refer to him as the God of the Hills.

‘ The term Muruhan is derived from Muruhu (¢ apws; ) meaning youth, beauty and fragrance
His mount or Vahanam is the Peacock — the most beautiful of all birds. He was born of tht;.
Thejas of Lord Siva. His flag carries the emblem of the cock — the harbinger of dawn, thus signifying
youthfullness. Subramaniva is always depicted either as a child or a youtﬁ—cven,in his pose of
renunciation as Palaniyandi. Thus all symbolisni centres on Leauty and youthfulness.

Subramaniya finds a place in the Somaskanda Moortham. It consists of Shiva, Uma and
Skanda or Subramaniya who is worshipped as the Gnanasakthi. In this connection it is worth noting
that the Skandapurana refers to Lord Shiva as stating ** o1 mefleir mwgm 558 2umiapser. ' There-
fore Arumugan is our Sakthi. The same verse goes on to state wrsvauy apsrihG st Wsigiie,
Guiagsapic sf aflsisiBio Guumnfsn i sman ausversit. " He knows everything and he can confer on
his devotees knowledge and bliss eternzl. He imprisoned Brema for his ignorance. Heis said to
have initiated Agasthiya into the study of Tamil and to have explained the significance of Om to Lord
Shiva. He is therefer: called Sivaguru or Gurunatha—the Supreme Teacher. All these Puranic
stories serve to underscon the essential fact that he is Gnanasakthi or the embodiment of knov.ledge.

The common form in which we worship Subramaniya with his consorts Valliamma and
Theivayanai is only a more detailed version of this concept of Gnanas;a.kt'hin. Students .01‘ psychclogy
will remember that there are three distinguishable aspects in the function of our .mmd. They are
known as intellection or cognition (knowing) conation (willing) and affection (ﬂ?el:ng?. Slf:dents of
Hinduism will remember that Valliammah is also described as the ICh:’iSklhl ‘(@um&@g. ShF
represents the feeling or affection aspect of thc; function of the q11:1d. I'Thcl‘\myan%l AmmaT 1._;:2‘:.:
as Kiriyasakthi represents the willing or Conation asp?ct o'f llhc mm‘d. Willng isa nCLzssar)fbp elur .
Conscio-us action and it can lead only to action. Ther?torc it is not m-uppmprf:e to .cfscri:s edc;::zbed
as Kiriyasakthi in symtolic language. The Javelin In the hands of God lStl rfn:iam)i‘: g i
as his Gnanasakthi and it represents the cognition or intellection aspect c: rt e n:in 2 b Fov.ampe
A |jllc strange that Lhe J;j\'\.'“n “’.hiCh ibi the \'L-.cla.pon us?d» by ]-Ord --SLl }rjj'lj:lfeht;]: 1‘2:01 [["lilf a]l EVEI is
described d; the Gnanasakthi ard not as the Rll'l}’ﬂs'k‘hl- I'his 1s ;f’ L:il1psl:l;lr‘an1ali\'a S caprems
e o o f'Gn'a'n:a:]:)fczti?r?itl?SrTe;E;mIig; and affcclimi. Thus this Moor-
:;IOHSCiT-u;S;T.:]:E:\,L;}f:]t;.‘!]lz-:(:f lgulit f:;.l:l:él;yﬁholisnl that he is the embodiment of all knowledge.

am o hr ya ¢ ads
of the present Kaliyuga. Wh;:n i[t :js yrﬂ;t:l:z:erf;i
: atly needs ¢ 1at people today <
that our lives depend so much on sclence bl tdld-li} tlit::i:bdoilic!niri oFknF:)wledgc Subramanya
the sayine ** Knowledge is power it s a_pbfuprlgftc I:dis also appropriate that his Gnanasakthi the
should l:; selected as the special G{..\d c_)f this :12&'-1{ el Kandu s T ot
Javelin should ocoupy the sanctum 10 Femples like Na
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It is often said that Subramanya 1S the God



Hinduism and the Path of Love

MM"

M. SRIKANTHA o. B E-

favoured by a rich spiritual tradition which has given to its
a

Srj Jipoks. Wnee pal‘liC“]af]}’ The Northern and Eastern parts have been

i ‘Spiri Leaders.

: at Saints and Spiritual - . g

people a long hl(-xie of‘:,:flf;amm Para® of great * Jeevan Mukthars’ who are beyond the chain of
blessed by a *“Gnan :

i ~ ar ap (14 ‘d : SWami ar,.
d death who have also been “Sidha Purushas. In the recent past * Kadai y
birth and dea 5 N o |
blessed this land and showered his spiritval power on all wh

ah Swamiyar of Nallur carried on the message and he is well known to th‘e prese.nl
e piritual Guru of our Gurudev Yogar Swamiyar of Colombuthurai. While

o came in contact with him. After him

eneration as the great S L e
fh y are mystics of outstanding eminence whose greatness is beyond the ken of ordinary
o j

their lives are noble examples of the power of Love. They taught the noble path of love and lived
1 2

he lives they preached. Their lives are replete with inumerable instances where they have rescued

the Lives ! . ‘ .

their devotees from may a calamity regardless of the consequences of such acts to themselves. while
eir (=

their teachings have repeatedly emphasised the importance of the path of love.

In this connection a noble precept graciously conferred on his devotees by Yogar Swamigali

was as follows :-

“ as51Gu Faule
wiSf gstge usEyGs
statsnGonfio yssumin BL,
o Quns Guluous Gau.’’
.

“Love is God,
Do not Pretend Amyihing,
Shower thy Love on All,
Do your duty, with Love.”

This precept, it will be seen, provides a complete code of spiritual and moral conduct for everyone
from the highest to the lowest.

The great Rishis of the past have lajd down the four paths to realization, viz. Gnana, Yoga,
Karma and Bakthj margas. Sages have said over and over again that the last named, namely,
Bakthi marga is the one most suited for Kalj Yuga,
religions. Concepts such as the Christian fraternity,
are nothing but the answers of the respective religioniss

This message of Love is universal in all
the Buddhist Maithri and Islamic brotherhood
ts for understanding this message of Love.

In Hindusm the Message of Love has

i been emphasised. Tirumoolar in his *‘Peru
Mantiran ** says :
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R R TN Faupio DremG st 21 el i
955 Gu Fauwoma g UTmIo o) Bavrrit,
UFCu Ranona gy UTmhEe 56z D,
253100 Danon AWK HruaGy, "

* The ignorant say that Love and God are different,
They know not that Love is God,

When they realise that Love is God,

They can rest content in Love - the God.”

It is a blissful state, when one realises that Love is

God. To make living meaningful and
purposive this realisation of Love becomes essential.

That gives a spiritual upliftment.

In the present juncture when world has become much closer, it has become imperative that
religions which regulate the different peoples should also come closer as the peoples themselves.

* Anpe Sivam ™ is the Hindu answer to the problem of understanding in a world best hy
conflicts, as the one we have today.
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Dance of Shiva

S. SIVANAYAGAM

Hindu College, at an age when I was getting wise to

akening to the feel of happy phrases, [ saw i‘mmense
¢ Leaving footprints on the sands of Time.”

Around twenty years ago at Kokuvil
new words in the English Language and gw :
possiblities in one particular line that I stunbled upon:

It was not that the line sounded profound but it sounded so promising and true. In my

schoolboy mind I suddenly knew why !

One of the things that no Kokuvil Hindu scaoolboy could hav’e misszd was selzttmt%1 hf-;f[zm
on ths sandy stretch of the Puthukovil Temple outer courtyan:d that .[mked th.e t:*:mp el; - et i %;i
lane and the school. It was there that we had our marnn?g Drill, and therz we aTh o wa
across for our open air prayers, and jt was there in the evenings we played football. at was
the school * lung” without which we might have stoppad breathing.

And every time I looked at thoss sands, there were those FOOTPRINTS a whole assortment
of them. God knows how many, of teachers, students, nzighbours aad the temple-gozrs.

The footprints were as fleeting as Time. Today's footprints would look the same as yesterday’s
but of course they were not the same. Old ones got obliterated and new ones took their places or
merged with the old, and as | sometimes peeped back at my own steps and jumped because of the
scorching heat, 1 fancied myself ‘““leaving footprints on the sands of Time.” 1In a manner of
speaking we all did.

For time sped by anfi life went on and thousands and thousands of human imprints, anony-
mous by their very mature, mlist have left their fleeting impressions on every grain of sand there,
thus contributing to the flowing life of the village and nourishing the needs of the mind, the body
and the soul. Come to think of it that was Hindu philosonhy in action.

For every time we mortal humans raise our fest and leave our inipressions on Earth there is
one symbolic left foot—that of the Lord Shiva—raised permanently in dance. That left foot is raised
hizh, and He holds it back so that we can fulfil OUR Karma on Earth !
2o; they make their pressnce felt for a while, they come :
and there comes the end of the long Journey
the Supreme.

: The individuals come and
I n2w garments or in old ones patched up,
when they cease to be themselves and get mixed with

Many .ofus take things for granted because they are there. How man
Ko.kuwl has in her lap—a place of learning and a place of worshi:
while preserving their seperate id;

i ' entites—stretching in one rect: ar piece f '
Kokuvil to Kulapiddy Lane ! One could call them by the wr e‘-‘.t‘mgll]df o
Swamy College and K ‘ & o

okuvil Hindu Thevacthan. mes — Kirupakara Sivasubramania
same. The i : 4 A anam and both will mein not the same, : et the
. amese twins of worship and learning ' io same, andyet

many of us realise the very fortune
Y Intertwined like Shiva and Shakti

If the school drapes the templs ither si . '
thanam is the chain’s 100 year old l?a;h?zrl:aﬁ:ulhﬂ HER Bow; fike w $aiden
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A temple is not merely a
school is in session. Byt
iife around.

place fo worship.  When the school bel

| rings it denotes that the
when a temple bell rings clear and trye itis a

sure barometer of zest and

God, as we Hindus hold Him is not only the CENTRE but the CIRCUMFFRENCE. There
is divinity even in the wayside stone. But the temiple is neverthless the Touchstone,
that is the heart of the Hindu village. Activity in the temple |
that live, and grow. W hen temples decay, even kingdoms fall.

It is the temple
s the unmistakable sign of all things

The very essence of Hindu activity is attuned to religion.
the West. The music, the dance, the architecture, all that is fine a
to the idealistic end — Moksha.

Art is never an end in itself as in
nd beautiful in creation are means

Bhakti and Yoga are the dominant motives. Even the Hindu wedding ceremony js dedication,

sermon and worship rolled into one. The bridegroom and bride represent Siva and Parvathy, the
unmanifested Absolute and the Manifested.

Hinduism therefore permeates our daily living. It is the daily staff of life alnd our dajly
bread. On this day when new stones are dedicated to Him and tht.t old ones re-dedicated, let us
not make them empty edifices. Let them be entrenched as Sermons in Stone.

8l




Music and the Divinity

he Nightpure deep and tender. It is in
3 .

en into the texture of our religion apd

men of saintly character. Our ancients discovered

7 . and attuhe th
m re wer to sublimate passions a .
i ‘ :ciplinary value and the po | :
that music had. great dlsupllnasiicd that Music was to be used .to_ smg 1he ?|’0rr1t,sf1(?f GOD.
ind. Our Saints have f'bp.; Yantra — an apparatus of worshipis a .dlaumtll\«e cature of
th . i 5 ) DUT langu
z‘hls inr;;lcgctn It accounts for the large output of devotional songs 1 0 guages.
arnatic Music. 8

tic Music is like 't

- . o a
Armdsl other things Carn b har bes £

the first place essentially spiritual.
Yoga Sadhana. Its greal exponents Were

arnatic Music is its raga system. Let me explain the

i inati: f svaras ( notes
2 derives from the root ranj — to please. A cqmi?m,nln‘n 0 el |
?::blr:g:f ;:;easing the ear constitutes the raga. Every raga 15 a ilsm‘;:;us?;:f]c;in;mn? by
. . d rossesses well-defined characteristics. The term raga n t.zj: $ e came,
o 35. dro'lsle‘; it was found that a group of notes having specific frc‘:cluenmes. roused a
;Dafzi";c I'c:]i:g. Most ragas in Carnatic Music are associated with s'pemflcl ET-nOlll‘OlnS.- For
instance, the raga known as Muhari is associated with sorrow, the raga Bilahari with joy.

Another principal aspect of

This might be the appropiiate context 1o refer to another intcrcl:sling as?ect of our
Music — the time-sequence of Ragas. Some ragas can be sung at all times while there are
others which sound best when they are sung at particular times of the day. What we had
styled “the Ouverture to Night’ was an Alapana (an exposition ) of the Raga Kambodhi —
sung usually in the evening or night. gne of the major ragas of Carnatic Music which
affords scope for elaborate Alapana ( presentation of a raga in an Adagio without words
and without complex rhythm) it is considered useful for being sung at the commencement
of concerts. Kambodhi evokes sentiments .of tenderness and devotion. The ragas POOPALAM,
BILAHIRI and MALAYAMARUTHAM have a soft and soothing effect when heard before
sunrise. On such occasions we get a feeling as if some welcome person rouses us from
sleep. The morning Hymn sung in the Hjnthis Temples when the Deity is taken out of

the Sleep-Chamber is known as THIRU IEJ,UEHI which literally means *‘The Rousing
frqm the Sacred Couch.” The THIRUV2 @%ﬁ&?{‘ffi-.(ﬂsacmd Utterances ) of the Tamil Poet,
Saint a?d Sage contains ten such Mornifig” Hss i The Dawn which is glorified in these
Hymns is svmbolical of the illumination floodiﬂg"’“gi;:rf'béiﬁghtcd Souls. And the raga POOPALAM

in which these hymns are rendered suocodet Al sehti ! it
geost e stntiments tiafaction
and tenderness. SR ts of plentitude, peace, satisfact

" THIRUPALLIELUCHI SONG

The glorificati ] *_d _ |
- oy Tznglog{:;iﬂugfoi’fg‘;:l? \Egi?:%b o mind a Hindu festival—Thiruyembavai — celebrated
first half of January. - corresponds to the second half of December and #he

' The_ month of Margali is s
of involution. This month is set a

ymbolical of the awaking of the unjverse from its slumber
the Song of the Maijdens compo

part by the Hindus for the recitat: 2
_ ecitations of T1 IVEMBAVAI —
sed by St. Mamcakavacagar. e
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muqicM(l;r}'{":Ermi]'f‘i\ the oldest raga known to man
aushpi(:ious I_;m? .IE:c:i}; ‘ljmimnt-, of the \vprld includjng the music of th C 1S :
belief that the soulful L:;llg’\?mlt’i]c H ET}"okmg more than one emotion e[ﬁ?ig:::t‘;eﬂ ut-;lbes' A

- : Jlons o athos an =3 5. ] y there is a
HYMNS of St. Man‘Cka‘r"acagar ik bI;sl Cﬂch:::d love expressed in the THIRUVACAGAM

n fact tl e ofthodax by renderi i

'II"HIRtJVA}?AE;l:;/[ ?Tl]thlodm among our devotinnal singe;s n\gvggfgl llr‘:otthe ﬂaga M?HANA.M'

to THIRUVACAGAM “r?gédb”t the. MOHANA RAGA. One other interestei':r (fJ'a lrcnc}ergng

R ostom of Gome sho o) mhersﬂ;pentmn. Among_ the older generations of Hindusgther: h;fl 11;:181

presence of a dying man so that his last thoughts might be cgﬁgzztg:i [tlflﬁv:‘l!ld(;legfoilt) being sung in the
If you listen to a .

. A rendering of .
will experience the truth g hree THIRUVACAM Hymns in_the raga - MOHANAM you

of the well-know in Tamil “71¢ -
a man to tears no vachakani can ever r(rzml?e I;;’lf;:‘erb in Tamil “If THIRUVAACAGAM moves not

This penta-tonic scale is found in lhe;

One Song contains this line

“Yet, if he weep, may not
Thy sinful servant attain Thee! "

Here is the sanctity of tears — the passionate outcty of a soul in pain.

That ragas and tunes in them have certain specific emotions can be illustrated from
the fact that if a pathetic sahitiya (composition) is set and sung to a tune in a raga,
whose dommqnt emotion is Heroic. it is the heroic aspect of the tune that will impress
the listeners inspite of the pathetic ideas underlying the composition. The composition will
fall flat on the ears. A composition whose dominant mood 1s one of happiness may be
set and sung in a pathetic raga like AHIRI OR MUKARI, but nevertheless the plaintive
qualitive of the tone will not fail to haunt us. It is the soothing quality of the music f
the lullabies that lulls children to sleep and not their words; for the children do not understand
the words. The Raga NILAMBARI is always sung in the night and has been associated
with the lullaby.

SRINGARA (Love) is known as a RASA RAJA (thc King of Emotions). It is in
a sense an epitome of all the emotions. What follows is an illustration on the Vina and
Godduvatyam (the sister instrument minus the frets) of different shades of SRINGARA —
of that many — splendid thing called Love.

First the joy of meeting the Beloved conveyed through thg Reg — KHAMAS.

— Khamas —
Pining for the beloved conveyed throvgh tbe Rag Sahana
— Sahana on the Veena —

Sensuality and pleasure suggested by the Rag — SUBAPANTHUVARALI
Sorrow due to sparation suggested by the Rag — MUKHARI

other shade of this Supreme emotion — Joy in
) union conveyed by the Rag — KANADA

symbol for the Soul’s mystical

o : in human love the highest & e What
Our religious poets have found in humat anquillity — Luminous Sleep-
uhion with GOD, The prelude to such Union is a statg, of Ly 1 ™o in the SAMA raga —

s i ndering of a composition of St xpression — of the Santi-rasa.
follows is a re g the exp

‘ " SAMA raga is best“su_ited for i Sl B
‘fﬁﬁTAM{éoeremgl pe:-:]cc—— there is no health '’ sings St. THYGARJAH
“If there is

i rship.
composer — to whom Music was an apparatus of worship

SANTHI SANTHI SANTHI
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fhe Importance of Religion

5. R. KUMARESAN

-4 Swami Vivekananda, «if she persists in her search for God. Buy j
4 i . ; 4 g .

o (. <he will die.”” In spite of the growth of the new civilizg.
: India s immortal, because of her spiritual strength

.« oroduced a few seers and saints, India Erought i‘mfrh a number of them frop
When other coz?lr;isgvijizalion the mother of the European civilization once shook the worlg
' | re i S ¢ ) 5
i llmei& n of in these days, whereas India stands unique even now. What ;)s the secret of he
It is not spoke y ; for the progess of the physical body, India strove
i ity? W .any other countri¢s fought for p s : ;
immortality ? When many ©
for the progress of the soul.

(1] =

lndia is immortal, g

X : 8

she goes in for politics and social confli s
tion with various forms of mechanisation,

There was a time when man believed in the mottu, **The Sur\'iva! of the l‘il}t:}i“ But the olq order
has changed vielding place to new ! Education has enabled man to :ez.ﬂ ze that everyone has a right 1
live. 1f he thinks he can attack his fellow being because the latter is weak he is sure to go to dogs
The idea that he is a meie animal may meke h m conquer lands hut will not help him in the realiza-

tion of God which is the essence of religion.

1t is said that religion is the link between man and God. Some may say that one can be
happy without a knowledge of religion. It is something like saying that one can be happy without
getting educated. With the development of science, the respect for religion may decline. But the
truth science searches for is not full. The study of religion will be a compliment to the
study of science. The material wealth may not last long. The spiritul bliss is eternal. That is why
it is said, ** Spirit is more powerful than matter.”

To be a man of religion one need not be a scholar. Swamni Ramakrishna who had hardly

En{ book k.nowl.edge, convined Naren (later, Swami Vivekananda) who was a product of the
a:dc::its ,?OTE?S:.?L: _;:‘ne :soreminded here that one may have an academic qualification in religion
not be a good Pl'aclgi;in soH'ncllﬂIe m:,i\y q‘}ote Fhapter and verse from the Hindu Scriptures, and still
step towards it.” To uidei-st Uld sdint said, “True religion is realization and silence is the first
knowledge. Swami Vipulan: a:; tl‘f.e Eternal Truth one should go Leyond the level of mere book-
anda wisely says that Lord Subrahamanya who appeared in the disguise

of a small dumb bov indirect]
: ) ¥ teaches the so cal | =
into the deep sea and realjze the Truth silently, in lrflded?:;?cljlrs e s vonat ™

We are living in
modes of transport. Wh,
Man seems 1o pe power-h
bestowed on hip).

ce. Dj ;
Distant countries have become closer by the modern
t'we are able to visit. Stjll there is misery.
4PPY in spite of the comforts which science has

ways how religion can be taught
: may create a hatred for religion i
' interested in the lives of great saints and
S example. The Sanskrit o oels like Manickavachakar, his pupils may be

word Acharya (teacher) means a person who lives up

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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to the ideals he preaches. There is great difficuliv : ; »

Scierce is for tke intellect; poetry js ?::idtlhedlg::glilria:ir;nlea{ixlr?g':rEI'lglon e stdents of science
learns science there is no place for feeling, The mother’s rove c;ﬁi Jnl 1; for thfa spirit. .When one
the ather hand, when one sings with Manickavachakay * Vi (Goz;j “; explained by science.  On
mother of the first order,” one gets lifted higher and higher. The 1eac}?eare _“I':UI‘E g T B
of grammar and literature may fail to produce results in the class of relj iorn WltP arm;re kﬂow]ed-ge
his chapter on +* Sri Ramakrishna quotes, “It is only after realizationg that arr?-:aln s Se: S?]in:ia ¥
teach religion. Most teachers of religion have only book knowledge, Here sy Rlamanl:ll}si 7
advice to niany would be-teachers of religion * s “*Make yourself jaggery and the ants wijll c:)mza[;
}cu'of thglr mffn accord.” Earlier we said about silence. Swamij Ramakrishna’s illustration is, “When
a fitcher is being filled with water, there js great noise, when once it is full, there is no noisé,_

The writer of this article is reminded of the good old days when he studied Hinduism in
the school by the side of the Krupakara Sivasubramanya Swami emple (better known as Puthu
Kovil). In those days two books of Saivabodham by the late Sivapadasundaram were studied in the
lower classes. The lessons - with the stories of devotees laid the foundation for the appreciation o
religious literature. The Hindu public owes a debt of gratitude to this scholar and great practising
Hindu. But for his efforts Hindusim might not have been a subject for the $.S. C. Examination
Buddhist civilization is a subject in the Univeristy. Tt will be very useful to have Hinduism alsc
introduced in the University of Ceylon early.

What we need in the modern world is not mere science. but a svnthesis of science
and rcligion.

s

5
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The Uillage Jemple

S. Handy - Perinpanayagam

nd other intellectuals speak of God as beyTond time. ang
i H . =X ol - t a .
as all-pervading, all-knowing, all po_\_xq-,:‘lul f.lcn“ \hlSr 1(:‘t:m-::*cptmn
space, without name of fo“’:l’id philosophically and however satisfying intellectually, Jacks
of the divine, however V

l I . ‘ . :Fl‘ 'ite d: 1i| ns dnd .n .
. | i \‘: I o ’ . : OWn

worship.

Mclaphysicians, theologians

In the actual practice of religion, in their prayers, songs, vow?, pf;rsonal1 élfvolion. the

i do not seem to differ materially fforn the unlettered devotee, who

sage ag:d the _Phlllx:solzﬁfl; ¢ temple, who pours out his devotion to the image ;pstalled there,

::; ]:::Sekfoxze:-; tine sweepigng and cleaning the pre(.:incfts of God's _abode. drfd'(m]g' him  with

flowers, drawing his car, burning incense before his 101jm Iand qbasmg himself in his presence.

It would seem that except in those rare moments of illuimnation, when the earth and its

furniture vanish from consciousness and the devotee is transported to a realm of supra personaj

beatitude, most humans, the learned and the illiterate, the philosopher and the man of the

world, need something immediate, that they can see and feel in its concreteness, as focus
for their devotion,

Sankaracharya, most sophisticated metaphysician, proponent of Kevala Advaita — the doctrine
of pure monism — according to which the only abiding reality is Brahman and everything else is Maya
(not pure illusion, but insignificant in the context of eternal validity) was a devotee. -As a savant he
was a monist, as a human being he was a Siva baktha. I remember reading some verses by Sankara
where he addresses the Brahman without name and form (Nama & Rupa) and illogically enough
beseeches it to forgive him for» attributing name and form to the Name-less and Formless. Rama-
krishna Paramahamsa, the most illustrious exponent of Advaita Vedanta in modern times was himself
‘:0 ‘::‘::ﬁe(?f_l-(gi- Thc_ Saiva Saints too paid special homage and displayed intense devotion
Vedaraniyam\ymfm:r:l?;:rmed in the historic temples scattered over South India. Chidambaram,

! amangai, Tlrruvottlyur, Tiruvaroor....... and many another temple has

:g::d chta!-ic out pourinigs from the singers of the thevarams and thiruvasagam. Tirupoonturutty
WH%IH5%5 ) was a chosen abode of St. Appar.

' Accm:ding to Saiva tradition too,
(@u,&,@) of particular temples,
shrine, and to the river,

holiness attaches not merely to the] presiding deity
: but to t‘he special tree (seovalmisio) identified with the
ca or tank (Biszm) dedicated to the temple.

The point 1 wish t

> 0 make is .
local shrines and their en that even for souls

. ]]‘];{”“‘CS[I" ad\«'al"lced in g,pil‘illlahl}ro
vironment and the presiding deit )

ies served as foci of devotion.

Therefore it ;

A $ not s

and getting apqg = trange that h
for spiritual nouris
heart strings.

, umbler mortals cz : . f giving
rming a : s caught in the daily round of &
g Precarious livelihood ook to the shrine in the neigthUIhOOd

hment. ¢ j
- S - =,
not God in the abstract, universal aspect that pulls their
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Various foreign Powers with varying de
»

the Island’s peoples haye ruled over this couy

n

by these rulers. Temples were destroyed

grees of hostility (o

the religj
trys  Persecution, et 1gions  followed by

and covert, was practised

: Discriminati
governments against follow : AP mination, often o 5
wers of the indigenous faiths. Those ks P;:n, Was  practised by

Prolessed or prof.

essed to

profess the faith of the 5 were oj

et b r:::?r;. w[eT; given preferential treatment. When the villa

P . reasor; e Pa r hcms (@so0ic) under shady trees in (heir bacic sing i

B i \;(;t er went mter to the faith of the rulers secml&’.afds. E."rm

i e ven:nt ctlhe foreigners’ fury relaxed the temples r:ar:ac:;lssd

their worship in fear and trembili i i ‘the .People, o bl 5 long before £ ™
Ing for their lives. Often the “converts' too rev':riedomed

. OV;: :\:5 Lhe.s:e lepIes; not merely the Spectaculor s'ructures whi
¢ pefinsula, and even outside, th

: » that evoked thi i

il e - 1s devoti
& _1”1‘ :;hed;s. and wayside shrines, have helped to maintain the morale of

- H 5 ;’ca temple that people take the first fruits of their fiedls and o4 :ur peogic. It‘.ls

.fh d er that they turned for help in times of distress. When there is illness ginrtgm;m i

and vows are made to these same deities. It is after Him or Her they .name Ifhr:irech?lr:iw= o

ren

ch draw worshippers from
on.  Humbler Structures,

Y - ir Vi :

e hOmhee;}f;@le:g:d\z;h;;;dv:::;gzianr;: tghoe: : forelgn parts in search of work, neither they nor

. . o the temple, When I was a schoolboy, T often

used to write letters for ‘my unletterd neighbours, to ‘their kin in Malaya or in remor

parts of Ceylon: Invariably the first sertence had a reference to Maruthadisran (/B Iy unsir il:

wh S 130 Asirdrunt) to whose protection the writer committed the son or brother or husband in tht;

far off land, T also know that money was sent by these people in foreign places for spcial pujas or

ebishekams in the temple at their home village. People iiving away from their home village in

other parts of Ceylon, say Galle or Colombo kept themselves informed of the dates of high festivals

in the temples of their village and came down from wherever they were for at least part of the
festival season usually the climax — the car festial and following days.
o

Ll

It is custonary for even nonvegetarians to abstain from fish and meat during the festival
season in the village temple. I have seen this practice followed by people from the village concerned
even when they were living hundreds of miles any from their home village.

This religion which is based on the neighbourhood temple is often unreflective, pragmatic,

emotional, intuitive and ths presiding deities are also diverse. Sometimes it is Pillaiyar, at
others it may be Murugan or lyanar e.q;___,\&;_‘;di\'(gg_’or Kannaki Amman. The kind of worship
1 %kip is offered and according to the nature and

. R
also differs according to the deity to \V,&U"};;ﬁgﬁ_ natu
needs of the worshipper. To some deitics, @&[p.p;:l__.,;-sacnflces are offered, to others milk rice and

Hamiho A,

. S o
sweet meats, to others flowers and incense.*"

¢ all this diversity, not to say confusion? 1 shall not

Is it wholesome that there should b i? | shal ‘
m William James's well known book Varieties of

answer this question myself. I shall quote fro
Religious Experience "’
the lives of all men show indentical religious

54 it, 1 od, to |be assumed that (
& ] so many religious types and sects and creeds

elements? In other words is the existence of
regrettable?
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And my reason 1s that I do not see h
d with such different powers, ash i
. ' + a5 luma
the same duties. No t n
wo of ash
ave

To these questions [ answer “No" emphatically-
at creatures in such different positions an
1d have exactly the same functions and
uld we be expected 1O work out identical solutions. Each f
a certain sphere of fact and trouble, which each :’m
another must hard:n himself; (:1::

it is possible th
individuals are shou
identical difficulties, nor sho
his peculiar angle of observation, takes in

deal with in a unique manner. One of us must coften himself,
d firm in crder to be better to defend the positions ass
\ signed

must yield a point, another must stan
him. If an Emerson were forced to be a Wesley, or a Moody forced to be a Witman, the total h
W . u
uld suffer. The divine can mean no single quality, it must e
> -4 Mean

vine wo
by being champions of which in alternation different men may all f

yllable in human nature’s total message, it tak
3 akes

the whole of us to spell the reaning out com pletely: So a “God’ of batiles mu

allowed to be the God for one kind of person, a God of peace and heaven and h o
God for another. We must frankly recognize the fact that we live in partial syst e
¢hat parts are not interchangeable in the spiritual life. If we are peevish ‘a“deﬂ:ls e
.lf must be an element of our religion; why need it be one if s
good and sympathetic from the outset? If we are sict souls we require i 1' \.’Ve -
but why think so much of deliverance, if we are healthy-minded ? Ua:l ;cllglm .
and the higher vocation here just as ?n e;:::ﬂslab'ly:
perience, whatc’er it be, and for r}the:s;ct

consciousness of the di

a group of qualities,
worthy missions- Each attituce being a §

destruction of the se

deliverance;
some men have the completer experiencs
world; but for each man to stay in his own ex
tolerate him there, is surely best”.
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Restore

damaged vehicles

to their original

shape and beauty

with
METALOY PASTE

¥ removes dents

% strengthens weak metal

* joins fractured coachwork -

Use Metaloy Paste and you can do your coachwork repairs in half the
time with double efficiency at a fraction of the cost

: ~ METALOY YOUR VEHICLE!

pahs ON:&!:
LAINAD INDUSTRIES

135, 1/5, CITY MIsSION BUILDING, DAM S
s i35 TREET, COLOMBO I,

Manufactured in the factories of Lajnad Industries
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% Calendars, English Mount Calendars, &
Litho Art Calendars.

¥ Plastic Diaries of Various Designs & Sizes.

¥ Plastic Goods Such as Wallets, Document
Cases Etc.,

Fine Art, Religious & Fancy Pictures.

¥ Anything in Comercial, Artistic or
Multi-Colour Printing,
&

9 Printing Types in all Three Languages
of the Island.

Dl 79141

or @mlfacf

161, SEA STREET, COLOMBO.
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Shopping?
At
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(New Shop)

Wwill save your Time and Money Pay us a

visit and you will pick up your needs at
prices ~ much Less Than  elsewhere.
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LADIES AND GENTS TAILORING
49, MAIN STREET JAFFNA.
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| NORTH CEYLON JEWELLERS

rop: L. W. JINADASA
Telephone: e KANNATH]DDY' JAFENA,
Telegrams: “NOCEYJEWEL'
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EAIéAHGEIJ FERTILISER

HSURES BETTER YIELDS

moosa jEeOs Ttd.

13-5214
TON PLACE COLOMBO 2. PHONE 52
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JEWELLER & DIAMOND MERCHANT
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121, SIR JAMES PEIRIS MAWAT

The Reliable Pump
for efficient irrigation

Made by Messrs. Winget Limited, the
wgridlf'amous manufacturers of builders’
plant, fhese compact and robust pumps
will give long and efficient service.

They require the minimum of main-
tenance and are competitively priced.
The Villiers 4-Stroke Petrol Kerosene
engines are most economical to run, and
we stock a full range of spares. Hoses
and barrows for transporting the pumps
are also available,

Incorporated in Ceylon, Liability

Successors to COLOMBD co

Stores Sales Departm
HA, COLOMBoO 2,

HIGH
OUTPUTS:

2" Model 16.80
to 11000 G.P.H.

3’ Model 48.80
to 16800 G.P.H.

according to deli-
very, head and
suction lift re-
quired.
Maximum Total
Head: 70 ft.
Maximum Sue-
tion Lift: 25 ft.

Northern Province:

Messrs. AUTOS LTD.
190, Hospital Street,
[affna.

Ceylon Manufacturers & Merchants Ltd.

of Members is Limited.

MMERCIAL COMPANY

ent:

P. O. Box |304. Telephone : 79351.
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With Compliments from:

110, KEW ROAD,
COLOMBO 2.

With Compliments of:

FHawmisens & Crosfield Ltd.

P. O. BOX No. 69
COLOMBO.




TyresoleS‘spé'cial process vulcanises the new tread to the
worn tyre in the actual position in which the tread rubber
finally does its work  (“Loaded rolling radius” position ).

When a Tyresoled tyre Is mounted on a sion with
wheel and inflated, it assumes its normal
size and shape. As the tyre revolves under
load the tread area in contact with the
read returns to the *

the result that distortion and
displacement of the tread is reduced to the
absolute minimum.

"Loaded rolling posi-
tion™ — since this is the position in which
it was cured, the rubber when rotating Iy
neither under tension nor under compres-

Hence TyresoleS Tension Tread.by reducing
the generation of tyre heat gives you
considerably less|tyre wear and meore miles
per Tyresaoled Tyre

A TYRESOLED TYRE GIVES YOU NEW-TYRE MILAGE AT LESS THAN HALF THE COST!

Contact :

TyresoleS (Geylon) Limited

(Subsidiary of Row lands Lt td.)

Alston Place, Colombo 2, Tel, 6271. 6272.

~a 307

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




A FEW OF THE-MpNy
SERVICES- WE+QFf R

WATER SUPPLY
AND DRAINAGE

DESICCATED
COCONUT MILLS

FERROUS AND NON-FERROUS CASTING‘S
MACHINERY REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
FACTORY CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRIFICATION

FABRICATION AND ERECTION OF ST'EE_I.WOR'K
ESTATE SUPPLIES

HOUSE CONSTRUCTION

TILE AND BRICK MACHINERY

SAMUEL SONS & CO LTD

370 O1d Moor Street Colombo 12/
Telephone 2341 ae
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P. S. SUNDARAM,

75, BARBFER STREET, COLOMBO-I3.
PHONE : 78549
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M. LAKSHMANAN,

75, BARBER STREET, COLOMBO |3.
PHONE: 78549
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JEWEL HOUSE |
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: ART & ARCHITECTURE ECONOMICS MAT}:I‘E-!MATICS 2
Z ACCOUNTANCY FICTION Pm%OPHY §
: BANKING GOVT. & POLITICS PSYCHOLOGY i
L]

BIOLOGY GENERAL RELIGION :
: BIRDS & PETS HISTORY SEX :
: COMMERCE LAW SOCIOLOGY :

&

CHILDREN’S BOOKS LITERATURE SCIENCE :

EDUCATION MEDICINE TECHNICAL §
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)
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LAKE HOUSE BOOK SHOP

100, CHITTAMPALAM GARDINER IMAWATA, COLOMBO .2.
KANDY, JAFFNA., ANURADHAPURA.
and at 6, MaCarthy Road, Colombo 74
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JAFFNA
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DURALAPPAH PATHAR GOPALLSINY

JEWELLERS
82/5, Kasturiar Road, Jaffna
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I T. V. Tharumaperumalpillai

72, FOURTH CROSS STREET,

COL.OMBO-11.




Hiik the Complimonts of
7. D. McLaren & Co;(Ceylon) Limited

P. O. BOX 806, SECOND FLOOR, HONGKONG BANK BUILDING, COLOMBO.
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Executed Promptly

Tteed Gold Jewels

Orders for Jewellery

Head Office:
HAJIAR
« Haji Hameetha Buildings,”
JAFFNA.

Telephone:
G54
Telegrams:
¢+ Viememes *’

ARNOUSE

“H“I 66,68, Sea Street,

COLOMBO-II.
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Telegrams:
“ VIEMEMES"”







University of Jaffna
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Men of Action
Find Satisfact;‘on in

Digif§zed by Noolaham Foundation.
noolfham.org | aavanaham.org
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IRRIGATION

PUMP

Only Rs. 1550-00

¢

2" Wolseley Senior Petrol/Kerosene Pum

The popular, Dependable, Wolseley irrigation and general — purpose
Petrol /Kerosine engined pump. Now manufactured in Ceylon b7
Walker Industries (Ceylon) Ltd.

* 6000 gallons per hour *  Low operating Costs Simple.to maintain

Backed by prompt and efficient maintenance and service by

/.. - "
WI) A WAKLER INDUSTRIES PRODUCT

i, Kakuyil
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