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High Commissioner for India
in Ceylon, Colombo 3.

April 7, 1968

I am glad that a committee has been
formed to celebrate Sister Nivedita’s birth
centenary to commemorate the great work done
by this brilliant disciple of Swami Vivekananda.
It is well known that the Swami was constantly
assisted by Sister Nivedita in the propagation
of his message all over India. Her work in the
field of education and in the cause of India’s
national struggle 1is respectfully remembered
by the people of 1India, and indeed, by the
peoples of so many other countries in this
region, including Ceylon.

Sister Nivedita was so deeply influenced
by the religious thought and philosophy of India
that she decided to leave her hcme in Ireland
o0 work wholeheartedly under the banner of
Swami Vivekananda for the religious and
spiritual regeneration of the Indian people.

I have no doubt that the message of
Swami Vivekananda and the selfless service
rendered by Sister Nivedita, by way of uphkolding
eternal human values of 1love and kindness,
have relevance to the people of Ceylon as well,
who have, through their savants and learned
men, contributed in equal measure to the
growth of spiritual thought and human
understanding.

Y. D. Gundevia



SRI SARADA MATH AND RAMAKRISHNA SARADA MISSION

DAKSHINESWAR.

In 1954, the year of the Holy Mother’s Birth
Centenary, Swami Sankarananda, the seventh  President of the
Ramakrishna Math and Mission, opened the Sri Sarada Math
at  Dakshineswar and thus gave concrete shape to Swami
Vivekananda's idea of a Math for women, with the Holy Mother
as the centre of inspiration. In may 1960, the Trustees of
the Sri Sarada Math, according to the advice of the authori-
ties of the Belur Math. founded  the Ramakrishna Sarada
Mission Association with the object of carrying on educational,
cultural, charitable, and similar activities among women and
childven. Since the starting of the Math. a good number of
young and educated women from different parts of India have
joined and undergone the mecessary course of training. A number
of these have been initiated into Brahmacharya and Sannyasa.
The Mission conducts the following activities at Dakshineswar:—
Homoeopathic dispensary, Free school for Adult women and older
girls, Library and Reading Room, and Snnday School. The
Sannyasinis of the Math organise public mectings wn and around
Calcutta, and also undertake lecture tours in different parts of

India- A Math for women was opened in Madras in 1965.

Pravrajika Muktiprana, Geneval Secretary of the
Sri Sarada Math and Ramakvishna Sarada Mission, and Pra-
vrajika Atmaprana, member of the Staff of Sister Nivedita
Gurls' School, Calcutta, are visiting the Island in conmection
with the Sister Nivedita Birth Centenary Celebrations.




RAMAKRISHNA MISSION
(Ceylen Branch)
RAMAKRISHNA ROAD
COLOMBO=-8 (CEYLON)

PHONE: B8253

23rd March, 1968.

I am glad to learn that the Sarada
Samiti of Colombo 1s organizing a celebration
of the Birth Centenary of Sister Nivedita 1in
April 1968 in Colombo and other parts of
Ceylon. I am also told that the Samiti propo-
ses to bring out a Souvenir on this occasion.
The members of the Samiti are rendering this
selfless service both spiritual and social in
conformity with the spirit of Sister Nivedita
who dedicated her 1ife to the Dbetterment o
India and her people.

May the Samiti continue to do this
noble service to the people of Ceylon with
greater zeal and spirit in the years to come.
I offer my best wishes to all its members.

Swami PREMATMANANDA,
Vice President,
Ramakrishna.Mission(GeyloniBranch)
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Meet the one that
doesn’t need a road

When the road stops, the Land-Rover carries on. Land-Rovers are
built to withstand treatment and conditions that would wreck
any ordinary vehicle. That's why people find them so useful.
Land-Rovers come in 38 different body styles, with petrol or diesel engines,
over 80 optional extras and 120 pieces of specialised equipment.

The world’s most versatile vehicle, from

COLONIAL MOTORS LTD.

(ESTD.  1909)
297, UNION PLACE, COLOMBO.
Telephone: 3342




Nessage

I am very happy to learn that the people of
Ceylon, more especially its women, are proposing to
celebrate the Centenary of Sisler Nivedita and bring
out a Souvenir on the occasion. Sister Nivedita’s dyna-
mic character, her broad human sympathies, and her
deep spirituality are a perpetual inspiration to all
lovers of God and man. I hope the Souvenir and the
celebrations will help to draw the attention of men
and women of Ceylon to the beauly and strength
of Sister Nivedita’s personality and character and to
the inspiration of her universal message of man-making

and nation building.

SWAM! RANGANATHANANDA
Vice-President

The Ramzkrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Calcutta.

17-3—68
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. SRI KRISHNA JEWELS
PURE SOVEREIGN GOLD JEWELLERIES
J VISIT WITH A GUARANTEE

& |
OUR JEWELLERY PARLOUR

~ SRI KRISHNA JEWELS

JEWELLERS AND GEM MERCHANTS.
n 65, SEA STREET, COLOMBO-II.
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In just 7 days...
a clearer
softer
lovelier

complexion!

Skin 3o drab...sodull; The most
exciting party of the year was
just 7 days away. | was thrilled
to receive an invitation... but my
skin really worried me...so drab,
so dull .. what could | do about
it....

7 days later : The party was

aterrific success. |noticed people
admiring my complexion... so

lovely, smocth and glowing !
Pond's 7-Day Beauty Plan worked
wonders for me. In just 7 days
your skin will be lovelier and

smoother too... with Pond’s Cald
Cream !

The first creaming: Then | re-
membered Pond's 7 - Day Beauty
Plan. So every night for a week
| creamed my face twice with
Pond’s Cold Cream. The first
time to remove surface grime
and make-up.

PONDS

COLD CREAM

The world’s
largest selling

cleansing cream

The second creaming: The second
time... and this is the beauty
secret, to remove deep-down
hidden grime that soap and water
cannot reach.

Write for a free folder on 47 nights to beauty” (enclesing a 10 cts,
stanip  for postage) to Chesebrough - Pond's Inc, Dept., 2,
P. O, Box 1031, Colombo.
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SISTER NIVEDITA BIRTH CENTENARY
Saturday the 28th October 1967

Inaugural Address
By
SRIMAT SWAMI VIRESWARANANDA
President, Ramakyishna Math and Mission
Friends,

We are here today to celebrate the birth centenary of a great soul
who though an alien had made India her motherland and had dedicated
herself to her service. The memorial raised to her in the laps of the Himalayas,
where she breathed her last, ‘Here reposes Sister Nivedita who gave her all
to India’ is literally true.

Born in Ireland, brought up in England, her field of activity was in
India; but through her life and work she belongs to the whole world. Her
idealism and spirit of dedication have lifted her to the ranks of the eternal.
Her parents were pious Christians and her mother had consecrated her at
birth to the service of God. She too was endowed with the qualities of
self-sacrifice and passion for Truth. It only needed the living touch of a
great soul to set ablaze the latent fire of dedication in her. And this was
what happened when she met Swami Vivekananda in London in 1895. In
spite of her being on the guard not to be influenced by the magnetic per-
sonality of the ‘Hindu Yogi’ and her intensely independent nature, she was
captivated by his nobility and loftiness of his life and teachings. The result was
as she said later, ‘I had recognised the heroic fibre of the man and desired
to make myself the servant of his love for his own people.’

Sister Nivedita was a unique gift of Swami Vivekananda to Indig.
A talented lady deeply rooted in Western culture and civilization was as it
were uprooted from that soil by Swami Vivekananda and made to S!.I'lkc
root in Indian culture and civilization. The metamorphosis was a painful
one even to a brave heart like the Sister’s but she did succeed in the enc.i.
Discipleship to this ‘Master” and playing the role of a servant to India
according to his vision was also no easy task. But he kn.e\_v what.hf: could
expect from her and was not disappointed. The intense spiritual training she
received under her Guru’s supervision, the infinite trust he had in her, as



i : accepted and treated her as her
o the’ dblesiimt;;e:af r:*l]::ithOIg shei[e?;lilszglyw};ZpossiElc possible. Thence.fomiard
bl Chl'l*e iti hers;alf to the cause of India in various w.ays. Sh}? 1gsp|red
e .decflu.at?n the youth of India, and called them to dedlca.l'e their hw‘:s for
[;amoérl}i?nc]ipation of India. She worked for the cducathn andl uphf.t of
ll:fr.li'al1 women and interpreted to the Wegt lndia.n .culture a;ldl 1deal&‘: mt\lfirofuli
fields—in arts, education, social life, religion, religious sym 0 og?f e ; u.g
speeches and books like Religion and Dharma, web of Indian L?‘ie, o.oéfa aao]‘
Indian History, Siva and Buddha, Kali Fite Mother. She also influenced many
great personalities of her time in India.

Nivedita was a born educator, endowed with the vision and.qualities
needed. She started a school for girls which has now blossomed into t}.u:
Nivedita Girls’ School. Besides she became instrumental to a .gre:at. extent.m
laying the foundation for the development of ‘national education” in India.

Her great qualities of head and heart and her versatile genius drew
to her quite a good number of leading personalities of the time in the fields
of art, literature, science, education, journalism and politics. Many she
inspired- and helped in their own fields. Her strength of character, her ori-
ginality, and her kind heart and self-effacement evoked loving tributes from
many. The most significant tribute was ‘this radiant child of God’. It was
her own innate purity coupled with the blessings of her Guru and the Holy
Mother that transformed Margaret E. Noble into ‘this radiant child of God’.

In serving India to the best of her abilities she became convinced
that political freedom was indispensable for the building of the nation. But
she did not want to compromise the position of the Ramakrishna Order
which had eschewed politics completely at the behest of its founder Swami
Vivekananda. So in order to be fair both to herself and the Order she
resigned from it thereby feeling free to work in the political field. She,
ho\‘veve:r, maintained the spiritual bond. The brother disciples of Swamiji also
ma.mtamed the same love and affection which they had for her before her
resignation. She continued to be one of them as before. The break was .only
from the organisational point for the safety of the Order and not
other respect. This act of hers was misunderstood
people who did not know the true story behind .
was no doubt very painful to her
way to be faithful to herself and t

in any
in some quarters by
this decision of hers. It
but she could realise that it was the only
0 the Order which she loved so much.
Her politics was of : essi
eI pollijtics“cc?f‘ “t"ﬁ:: Ole;tll? a{g*‘glesswc type and she had no patience with
e i P‘ 'tionary type. Therefore the Swadeshi movement
the leaders of the diﬁ'eren:p‘lt]i Ol-thls view in politics she was a friend of
St i oMttt if ot wazc tEOLSCEjZVPGO];l:CS,f fm;] she had realised that India
i § : I Ireedom. It was " dres ;
- Shallsli bc{he gregll 1e-elstal‘>hslu‘ne‘nt of Dharma, when the 1;“3111 ]dled-lf1 52
united together not in g common - weaknes vhole of this
AKness, not in a com-



mon misfortune or grievance, but in a great...ever

! living consciousness of
the common nationality, common heritage...”

Nivedita had her full share of trials and tribulations and had to live an
austere life. But she was, and had been. prepared for it. Swamiji had held
before her the ideal of sacrifice in these words, “Sacrifice in the past  has
been the law, it will be, alas, for ages to come.”” Nivedita had accepted
this ideal placed before her by her Guru. for we read in her book Kali
the Mother, ““Look for no mercy for thyself, and I shall make thee bearer
of great vessels of mercy to others. Accept bravely thine own darkness and
thy lamp shall cheer many. Fulfil gladly the meanest service and leave high
places unsought.”

May the life of this great dedicated soul inspire our youth in the
service of our Motherland is my earnest prayer to Swami Vivekananda who
gave in her his unique gift to our Motherland.

Shantih Shantih Shantih



HOMAGE TO SISTER NIVEDITA
(1867—1911)

KALIDAS NAG

Nivedita’s name given by her master is justified
by her life dedicated to the service of Mother India; and
we should be awakened to the sense of our gratitude to
the noble daughter of freedom-loving Ireland who adopted
India as her Motherland. Inspired by the Ramakrishna-
Vivekananda ethos, Nivedita made her very life the best
commentary to that great epoch. From the ‘Cradle Tales
of Hinduism” she watched with us the ‘Footfalls of Indian
History’, studied with us the ‘Myths and Legends of
Buddhism and Hinduism’ and watched with Sisterly care
over the renaissance of Modern Indian Art, under the
inspiring lead of Abanindranath Tagore.

Nivedita or dedicated life spontaneously roused
the admiration of Great Indians like Acharya Jagadish
Chandra Bose, Kaviguru Rabindranath Tagore and Sri
Aurobindo; and their appreciations scattered here and
there' should be reprinted with a full-fledged Biography
of Nivedita. May we hope that such a work be taken
up the Golden Jubilee Committee, so that her life will
be a I?e.rpet,ua.l inspiration to all those who have faith in
the spiritual collaboration of the East and the West
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SISTER NIVEDITA

RABINDRANATH TAGORE
Translated from Bengali by Kshitis Roy and K rishna K ripalani

Nivedita passed away on 13 October 1911.
The following tribute to her memory was published
a month after in Pravasi. —Ed.

HEN 1 saw Sister Nivedita* for the first time, she had freshly arrived.
I had a notion that she must be like the usual kind of English
missionary ladies—except for her religious persuasion.

It was this notion which made me propose that she take charge of my
daughter’s education. ‘What kind of education would you like to give her”
she asked me. My reply was that a good grounding in English and English-
based education would do. ‘What good is it,” she asked, ‘to force education
down the throat? For me real education is to draw out and develop the
knowledge and skill which tradition has handed down, and the aptitudes
acquired by the child. Not to subject them to the steam-roller of regimen-
tation which goes by the name of English-based education in India.’

Broadly speaking, my own views were not at variance with hers. But T
did not quite see how one was to discover the inherited and acquired traits
of children when they arein bud, as it were. Nor could I think of a mec-
hanism for drawing them out in such a way as to harmonize in a system
of education the individual’s uniqueness with the universality of knowledge.
A teacher of uncommon talent guided by his instinct or commonsense might
be able to achieve it. But this is no job for an average teacher. Hence we
have recourse to the conventional system of education which is, at best, &
tactic of hit or miss, with some hits off the mark and some hitting the
wrong spot, to the detriment of the poor pupil. Such a rough-and-ready
way of dealing wholesale with so sensitive a thing as the human heart or
mind is bound to result in colossal waste—but such waste is a matter of
everyday occurrence in our society.

*Margaret Elizabeth Noble, born on October 28, 1867, in Ireland, came to India in
January 1898, inspired by Swami Vivekapanda.




re that she had it in her to impart the ideal
‘Very well, you may follow your own
For a moment it seemed as if
said, ‘No, this

Although I was not so st

kind of education, [ said to her, |
system and need not take orders from me. :
she was inclined to agree, but the very next moment she

work is not for me.’

She had dedicated herself to serve the womenfolk of a neighbourho.od
in Baghbazar®. She lived with them and was concerned not SO much with

teaching them as awakening in them a desire fo.r 'learr.ling. She .dismassed
with contempt the idea—so common with the missionaries—of adding to the
number of her converis Or bringing one more family within the sphere of

her influence.

After this first encounter 1 had several opportunities of closer acquaint:
ance with her from time to time. I recognised the force of her personality,
as also the fact that our paths lay in different directions. Her talent was
manysided, and she had in addition a fighting spirit. She gould wield her
power of personality over others without inhibition or restraint, as though
impelled by a fierce enthusiasm to dominate their minds. Where it was
impossible to give her complete allegiance it was difficult to walk in step with
her. At any rate I can say for myself that despite our many affinities,
somewhere in my heart I used to feel a kind of resistance—due not so much
to any difference of views and opinions as to an instinctive reaction to an
act of aggression, as it were.

That I am able to say so publicly without any inhibition is because,
despite this recoil on my part, I have in other respects received more good
from her than from any one I can think of. Many a time, since [ came
to kn:c}w her, I have derived considerable strength from recalling her qualities
of mind and character which I deeply admired.

.I h‘ave not seen in any one else such amazing capacity for a total
ﬁc((flil.ca tion 'of 'self. Nothing could inhibit this pouring out of herself—neither
a;e;}i{onhno“i;‘ta;-mr}? nor ﬂle European habits acquired since infancy, nor the
b e .:]11111)?;‘1‘ friends, nor the proud disdain of her compatriots,
531'vfce Gl ;]1 € In rﬂ"eren_ce, ingratitude and selfishness of those in whose
S uistsga‘;eqr heleﬂf-‘ To klnow her was to see the spirit of
spirit’s undimmed r;li;:::e pilll\lf:‘)]fl%?, kllndwd’ B o o
We who had this opportunity tobsleet fi{czozll:ef';:rcus{ O R e

splendour revealed through Sister Nivedita the spirit’s unvanquished

were thus blest.

The world’ i i
b e :hzflst Bg;its ~art: given to us free of cost, without our having
their full value “1~h. Calse we pay no price, we do not quite appreci
: ¢ gift that Sister Nivedita gave us was qth d_I;P*CL{"atC
g e 2t of

*A nporthern district of Calcutta



great life. she kept nothing back, but gave without reservation, day by d

moment by moment, all that was best and noblest in her. no ,maft Y hay,
severe the ordeal or high the sacrifice. She had pledged l'o give h;'r bo‘tv
and she saw to it that her gift was not tainted by any claim of her 0‘35:
self—of hunger and thirst, profit and loss. fame and prestige——{hét nothi‘fl;

should stand in the way of her giving, nei
g, neither fear nor doub i
rest or comfort. TS

To the extent we take for granted this great gift of devotion which
came to us without our having to seek it, to that extent we shall be the
losers, _to that extent what is given shall not be made ours. It will not do
to receive such a gift lightly, as something that is rightfully our due. We
have to understand and realise the power that was behind it, the intellect
<he heart, the sacrifice, and the bright insight of genius which could maké
such self-dedication possible.

Such understanding will cure us of the self-applause in which we cont-
inue to indulge. By failing to accept the paramount nobility of her gift of
life, we turn her very sacrifice into an excuse for our vainglory. We say
that she was at heart a Hindu, meaning thereby that we Hindus are not a
negligible lot. Her dedication proclaims the glory of our religion and society!
Thus by making extravagant claims on our own behalf we nullify the gift
she made.

Indeed, were we to examine the depth of her Hinduism we would face
many a rebuff. T for one do not believe that her Hinduism was on the same
plane as ours. The very foundations of what we today commonly regard as
Hinduism would crack if we but tried to kecp pace with her concept of the
Hindu religion and Hindu society as she saw them from the historical and
scientific viewpoint, tracing with understanding and imagination their many
changes and evolutions, uninhibited by the hard and rigid walls of Sastric
injunctions. If we valued historical evidence more than puranic myths, we
might perhaps hit upon the truth—but such truth would hardly be congenial
to the blind faith on which the structure of our Hinduism rests.

However that be, Sister Nivedita is worthy of our reyerence, not because
she was Hindu but because she was great. We shall honour her memory
not because she was one of us but because she was much greater than we.
Viewed thus, we shall find that the glory which she shed on us was not on
account of her Hinduism but because of her humanism.

What impresses one most in her life is that she was at once a profo-
und thinker and capable of dynamic action. All action must needs be
imperfect—involving as it does the need to surmount obstacles which leave
their scars on the achieved end. But a pure concept is inviolable and not
subject to such scars. Hence those who are given to the enjoyment of pure
thought either disparage action or fear it, Conversely, those who are doers



bereft of ideal concepts

ht, and thus S p
ve no use for thoug tive to their imper-

. lla i i
and nothing more ds and are 1nsenst

demand no high standards of their dee
fections. |
is not true thinking, and a truly vital action
of ceaseless energy or an effort to meet a
temporal need. Where action T(prinﬁs afrgtr:a;];:ukgih:é vaer]ljeaéustn;allilkgef;ic a;;saunn;i
: : 15 08 .

Eﬁgzih a?adysmcl)i?s:ltctzﬁb f;?tered through an interven.ing la:.yer _of clouds.
Such a beauty is revealed in the life and work of Sister Nivedita.

But luxuriating in thought
is more than a mere outburst

None of Sister Nivedita’s undertakings was of_ large dlrr_lenswn_. They
all had small beginnings. Where the inner faith In oneself is lack}ng, one
hankers to take comfort from a fetish of bigness. It was 1mpf3551blc for
Sister Nivedita to succumb to such an attitude of the mind, being herself
true metal unmixed with alloy. What was true was sufficient for her-, she
had no need whatsoever to make it seem any bigger, and loathed with all
her heart the fakes and shams used for such purpose.

And so we witnessed the strange spectacle of one gifted with talent and
education of the highest order so lost in the obscurity of a small lane in
Baghbazar as to be hidden from public gaze. As Nature, vast and universal,
does not disdain to nurture with the fullest care the tiniest seed hidden
under earth, so was she. She neither publicised her work nor ever looked
for any flnancial support from any of us. The expenditure she incurred in
her work came not from subscriptions or a fund but from her own personal
allowance. The meagreness of her resources cannot dwarf the grandeur of
her achievement.

We should bear in mind that with her undoubted powers Sister Nivedita
could easily have won for herself recognition and position in her own
country. All her compatriots with whom she came into close contact had
to acknowledge the dynamism of her personality. But she never bothered
to think of the fame she might easily have won in her own land. Nor
was she lured by the prospect of carving out a leading position in this
country by her power over the minds and hearts of our people. ;

A There have .beer_z others from the West who have made the service of
;'lsh c{o;mtry their ]lff:-“.’OI‘k, but they also tried thereby to lift themselves
If'gthd' ove 'others. Their dedication lacked wholeheartedness and the very act
gch C\Lf_ufl\’mg haddan clement of condescension in it. Our Sastras enjoin:
ith respect; do not give with disrespect—Ies i .

" . —lest what the right hand gives
zuital;,:ea\;:ic;)[‘y §1h6011tenlpttlous left hand. But Sister Nivedita loved %ndia

with unreser : . _

e nreserved devotion, not withholding anything of
Nor indeed did she

give herself o
soft-hearted. ur of weakness or because she was

I ha i
ve already hinted that there was an overwhelming element



in her personality which she was not always loth to exercise. What sh
wanted she willed with all her heart and mind, and could be .sevcrel ise
patient o‘f adverse opinions and aptitudes. T would not say that heryW:::
tern spirit of overweening dynamism did no harm ever to the other party—
for whatever tries to overwhelm or subjugate man is hostile to his human
worth. Nevertheless, T would maintain that the innate greatness and gene-

rosity of Sister Nivedita's heart far outstripped tha domineering element in
her character.

She would fight relentlessly for what she considered right, but having
won, the laurel of victory meant little to her. Nothing could have been
easier for her than to organise a party and make herself its leader. But she
was endowed with a mind whose natural dignity was much higher than that
of a party-leader, and she could never descend from that high position of inte-
grity to scramble for a place on public platform in the market place. And
so she left behind to our people the legacy of her life but not of a party.

This aloofness was not due to any aristocratic pride of intellect or
culture. It was not that she refrained from courting the public because of
her disdain for the masses. On the contrary she was a shining example of
what it is like to give one’s heart to the common people. Our sense of
service to the people as a public duty is something that we have imbibed
from books. It is an intellectual conception that fails to penetrate to the
deeper layers of our minds and hearts. But Sister Nivedita’s love for the
people made them as real to her as the child is to the mother. This love
was almost personal, and her tender concern for the common people was
truly maternal. It was as though the ‘people’ were a child to be lifted into

her lap and nourished with her own life.

She was indeed a Lokmata, a mother to the people. We are familiar
with the mother’s role in a family; but the image of a mother whose love
enfolded a whole people was something we had never seen before. We have
had glimpses of the male devotion to public duty, but never before had we
witnessed such magnificent sweep of womanly devotion. When .she rcferr’cd
to ‘our people’, the feeling in her voice rang more true than in the voice
of any one of us. So genuine was Sister Nivedita’s love of the people that
those who had observed it could easily see the difference bercen her love
and our concern for the people. Many of us may give our time and money
to the people and may even lay down our lives for them, but are unable to pour
out our hearts, unable to make the common man our very own. When we try te
visualise our country or the world as a whole, what we see is a blurre.'d vision: the
rea-son being that we see it with our mind only, asan abstrgction, and nfjt
as a concrete reality with our eyes. He who cannot see his country In
every one of its people does not know his country, say what he will. I

have watched Sister Nivedita with the people; she saw them and touched
them, and not just thought of them. I have seen her once greet a common
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have erred here and there, but the truth she discovered through faith makes

these errors inconsequential.

All good teachers know that nature has implanted an ins‘_uinctive. uTge
to learn in the child-mind; the child’s restlessness, his irrepressible curiosity.
his playful pranks are all nature’s way of teaching the child. Thfere is some-
thing childlike in the folk-mind too; and so it has devised various simple
ways by which the common folk might teach themselves and find solace in
their hour of need. As childishness in the child is not meaningless, so
also the adult customs and conventions are not unmitigated foolery. These
are the built-in efforts of the mass-mind to educate itself in diverse ways,
instinctively and naturally. The mother-heart of Nivedita viewed the rites
and rituals, customs and conventions of the people from that angle, and
with her insight of sympathy and affection saw behind their seeming crudi-
ties the inscrutable and abiding urges of humankind.

Soft and tender as this mother-love of hers was towards her people, it
could, like the tigress guarding her cubs, turn fierce on those who denigra-
}eq ti}em, or could blaze into a fury against any high-handedness or
injustice perpetrated by the rulers on the people. But from the people the-
msel.ves she could and did put up with nota little meanness and treachery
deceit and fraud: and from out of her slender resources she met withou{
a protest many an unjust demand of a host of worthless fellows. Her only fear
g:asltle}j;rf};; clc::; I‘lriends ca]me to know of these instances (;f meanness and

wi er ‘people’. She was as keen to see the sood in th
as she was careful to protect them, with all the tend ot A
mother’s love, from the i ‘ .er SO[-ICItUde o
i T w;-SGCEzltngbeg;;lfseof;h:n:;ﬁ?athetlc neighbours, critics
ed to conceal the truth.
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whose inner sanctuary of goodness they could have e

no access. That is why



she was so painfully anxious to protect her ‘people’ from the heavy-handed

fo.reign critics, and way she was ready to blow up with scorn and
ation such Indians who were servile

saviours.

) indign-
to foreigners whom they hailed as

We have known of Westerners who were so impressed by our Sastras
and the Vedanta, or by the character and attainments of some holy man, as
to make India their home. But sooner or later their devotion evapora’ted
and they returned home empty-handed. What they had read in the Sastras
or felt in the character of the sadhus, they failed to find in this country,
unable to see through the miasma of poverty and want. Such attraction is
mere delusion which thrives in darkness and vanishes with the light. But
Sister Nivedita’s devotion was no delusion, it was solidly real. It did not
«seek a philosophical abstraction in man, but penetrated through the outer
shell and reached straight to the inner core of his humanness And so she
was not repelled by the extreme poverty she saw in the land. This poverty
only roused her affectionate concern, not contempt.

We hardly ever realise how painfully disconcerting must be the impact
on a Buropean of our customs and habits, our speech and manners, our
mode of dress and the daily ritual of living. When he reacts sharply we
consider his attitude unwarranted. But if we pondered we would understand
that differences in taste, habit and sense of values, however small in them-
selves, can raise a formidable barrier. We have only to consider the barriers
that separate different classes, castes and communities in our own land.
Small thorns can divide as effectively as any high hedge. It is worth
recalling in this context that Sister Nivedita lived with us as one of us in
a lane of the Bengali neighbourhood of Baghbazar. The history of what
she must have gone through, day after day, remained hidden in her painful
struggle. There is a coarse-grained type who are impervious to ' small anno-
yances, their thick skin acting as a shield against many a hurt. But Sister
Nivedita was an altogether different kind, her sensitivity in everything was
sharp and strong—and not the least where taste or aesthetic sensibility was
concerned- Our inertia, our slackness, and shabbiness, our lack of initiative and
organisation, which reveal at every step the darker side of our national charg.cter,
must without doubt have been a source of acute pain to her, but she did not
succumb, and emerged victorious in this most difficult test that faced her
every moment of her life in India.

Sati, for love of Siva, subjected her delicate body and mind to a fiery
ordeal of hunger and heat. Nivedita, too. a modern Sati, un@erwent a
similar ordeal, with almost no food for days on end, cooped up in a small
house in a narrow street where for want of air many a burning night was
spent without a wink of sleep. No importunities of friends and doctors
could persuade her to give up this abode, Renouncing at every Step the
hapits and ways of a lifetime, she cheerfully carried on her mission without
fail to the end of her days. That she could do so was because hers was a



and not a case of brief infatua-

iya seated in the heart of man.
as one’s lord and master

true dedication to the well-being of Ind1a,S
tion. It was her total surrender 1O the

trive to win
hat sadhana can be harder thar_l to st :
\th];isa S:ja ‘:}n his Mit, Kailash hidden 10 the hearts of all men

One day Siva himself appeared in disg
said: ‘Lady, is he for whose sake you are
of one so beautiful as you? He is destitute, O
strange’. Flaring up; Sati rejoined ‘He may be all that

mind is wholly centred on him.’

uise before Sati in penance and
undergoing this ordeal deserving
id and ugly and his ways are
you say, nevertheless my

Can a Sati so absorbed in her Siva ever care for the outer glamour,

wealth and beauty of the material world?

Sister Nivedita’s heart overflowed with this deep and rare spiritual love.*
That is why she saw her God in the poor, and entranced by what she
beheld she put the garland of the pure, white blossoms of her deathless
devotion round the neck of the people whose lack of outward elegance

repels the elite.

Witnessing with our own eyes the penance of this Sati for her Siva,
our own paralysed faith was guickened into life, and we could believe that
there indeed is Siva in every maf, that his radiance illumines the tumble-
down huts of the poor and the slums of the pariah and the outcaste. One
who can penetrate through the outer crust of poverty, filth and superstition
and glimpse with the inner sight the divine beauty within will hold this
inmost spirit of man dearer than son, dearer than all the wealth of this world,
dearer than everything that is.

Tadetat preyah putrat preyo wvittat

prepohanyasmat sarvasmat antaratara yadayamatma
Such a person overcomes fear, conquers selfishness, disdains comfort, breaks

the bond of custom and convention, and his thought never rests, even for
a moment, on his own self.
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The Master and
The Disciple

Pravrajika Atmaprana

oyt In h.er two books ‘The Master as I saw Him’ and ‘Notes on some wand-
erings with the Swami Vivekananda’® Sister Nivedita has given us enough
material to show where and when she met Swami Vivekananda, how she
came to accept him as her master and what her role was as his disciple.
And, therefore, there is hardly any scope left to the play of imagination
while treating of this interesting and significant subject. And it is best to
treat this subject factually. For, otherwice, imagination distorts the subject
and does more harm than good.

Nivedita died in her 44th year, In this short span of life she spent
the last 14 years of her life in India’s service. Her personal association
with Swamiji was hardly for 63 years- What was it then that she received
from her Master that made this rare and gifted woman dedicate her all for
the jana-desha-dharma, the people, the country, and the religion of this blessed
land? Let us follow the story as given by herself in the two above mentio-
ned books.

The Meeting: The time was a cold Sunday afternoon in November, 1895,
and the place a West-end drawing room in London. Swami Vivekananda in
his crimson robe and girdle was sitting facing a half-circle of listeners
answering question after question. They were not orthodox believers, neither
were they familiar with Hindu thought and religion. Their reception to the
Swami from a far off land was cold and conventional. With insular pride
that characterize the English people they sat. and listened and then went
away, giving their verdict that ‘It was not new’.

But was really nothing new in his message? This was the question that
disturbed the mind of one amongst the listeners. Was it not unjust to
dismiss in such fashion the new and strange message that spoke of the
highest and best that life could offer. The ‘Yogi’ had not resorted to dial-
ectics: he had spoken with a quiet authority. He was indeed strange! His
Message was more strange.

The Master: Behind the gentleness of expression on his calm face was
fierce firmness: in the kind and benevolent eves was a penetrating look that
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Margaret Noble was an interesting Pperso '
ness of spirit and desire 10 manifest power Wwere part of her personality.

Proud of her race and country, SrOWn up in the .traditions of her pec?ple
and her religion, she was given to loud self-assertiveness and argumentative-
ness. Passivity or subordination weré not in her nature. Therefore though
the newness of Swamiji’s teachings appealed to her, it did not covince her.
«There was a quality of blindness in the attitude I presented to my Master
that 1 can never sufficiently regret. When he said <“The Universe is like a
cobweb and minds are the spiders; for mind is one as well as many, he
was simply talking beyond my comprehension. I noted what he said, was
interested in it, but could pass no judgement upon it, much less accept it.”’

And yet the time came before Swamiji left England that she addressed
him as ‘Master.” What made her do so? In her own words, ‘I had recog-
nized the heroic fibre of the man and desired to make myself the servant
of his love for his own people. But it was his Character to which T had
thus done obeisance. As a religious feacher 1 saw that although he had a
system of thought to offer, nothing in that system would claim him for a

moment, if he found that truth lead else
: ul ; _ where. And to that
this recognition implies, 1 became his disciple.” L

teacl?t thatﬂ;‘a}’ly stage it was difficult for Margaret to comprehend his
ings sufficiently to become convinced of its coherence, but she was
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Vivekananda. It was only then that she had her great lesson in life that

the kernel of spirituality was covered b i i
y the doctrinal shell
be cut away to reach Reality. i i o

.Swamul believed that the time had come for the formulation of faith
which could hold its adherents fearless of truth, and this bold and new
aplproach to God stimulated Margaret’s spiritual aspirations which were
lying dormant all these years. “It was by no means his intention to set

ff)rth dain‘ty dishes of poetry and intellectuality for the enjoyment of the
rich and idle classes”, she wrote

' The_ Call : After a brief visit to America Swamiji returned to London
in April, 1899. He gave his lectures on ‘Maya’ this time. It was a very
difficult task indeed! But through them his role as an apostle calling on
the world to enter the kingdom of God became more and more clear. To
larger audiences he spoke as a religious teacher enunciating and expounding
the principles of Vedanta, but to his smaller intimate group he sounded a
call in the name of that which was strongest and finest in man, ‘What
the world wants to-day, is twenty men and women who can dare to stand
in the street yonder and say that they possess nothing but God. Who will
go ? Why should one fear ? If this is true, What else could matter ? If it
is not true, what do our lives matter 7" These words spoken with thunderous
conviction touched the hearts of his hearers. Amongst them was Margaret.
Since that blessed day this idea dominated her life. She started seeing the
world as it appeared to the eyes of the Master and she decided to dedi-
cate her life without any thought of the alternative.

As a result her restless spirit became passive and profoundly quiet and
she was ready to assimilate the Master’s thoughts. While he was still in
London she wrote to him a letter conveying her ideas to him. And his
reply became a gospel for Margaret all her life and will remain for ever a

creed for all dedicated workers.

“My ideal indeed can bo put into a few words and that is to
unto mankind their divinity, and how to make it manifest in every move-

ment of life.

“This world is in chains of superstition. I
man or woman, and I pity more the oppressors,

“One idea that I see clear as day light is that misery 1is Fausc?d by
ignorance and nothing else. Who will give the world light? Sacrifice in rhf
past has been the law, it will ‘be, *alas, for ages to .come: The earth’s
bravest and best will have to sacrifice themselves for the good ‘of‘ many.
for the welfare of all. Buddhas by the hundreds are necessary with eternal

love and pity.

“Religions of the world have been
The world is in need o
love will make every word tell

preach

pity the oppressed, whether

lifeless mockeries. What the world
f those whose life is one burning

wa is character. 4
it thar like thunderbolt.

love, selfless. That
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lioness in Margaret awoke. Uttisthata jagrata brapya .
awake and approaching the great ones. reach the
But she was waiting for Swamiji to give a
more pointed direction as to what she was expected to do. .She an s an
educationist, and had already spent about ten years gaining practical experience
as a teacher. Her own school at wimbledon was a successful experiment i
the ‘New Education’ method. Her best role would have been that of a
teacher and Swamiji did one day come out with the same proposition.
“] have plans for the women of my own country in which you, I think
could be of great help to me.”” Margaret understood that a call had come
to her with clarion sound which would change her life. She would now
go forward, never to turn back again.

With this call the

vayan nibodhata — arise,
goal — became her life - mantra.

Summons : Swamiji left England on December 16, 1896. About a year
later Margaret left for India reaching Calcutta on January 28, 1898, During
the one year that Margaret stayed back she had to face many difficulties.
Her school work and all the other interests that held her back in London
had to be relinquished, arrangements had to be made for her aging mother
wt_lom she was leaving behind, and greatest of all, she had to tolerate harsh
misrepresentation of her motive. Her Christian relations looked upon her
with suspicion and disapproval. Besides, India was an unknown country

viewed uptil now only through the e
' yes of her Master. B
and adhesion to Swamiji was whole-hearted. R i
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which she was summoned b ;
Truth itself. y her Guru was mot his own, but that of

A Novice: on reaching India Margaret’s period of training began. She
had to learn to live upto the motto of the spiritual Order found'd b
Swami Vivekananda in the name of his Master, Sri Ramakrishna Af .
mokshartham jagadditaya cha—for the salvation of one’s own self' anc:mtt‘kr::
welfare of world- On March 25, 1898, Margaret was initiated and made a
Brahmacharini and was given the name Nivedita. She had thus been accepted
as a member of the Ramakrishna Order and her life was consecrated to the
Divine. In this new life Swami Vivekananda stood before her as Guru in
the old tradition. His method was directness of spiritual life, that is, a
return to simplicity. Life with God had to be simple, almost natural and
spontaneous. To introduce complications in religious life where there were
none was against the spirit of conplication according to him. The only
virtue of novice was sincerity.

Swamiji knew the sincerity of Nivedita as a religious aspirant otherwise
he would not have initiated her into the teaching that is required to lead
the great life of God. Exactly one year after her first initiation she was
made a Naisthika Brahmacharini. He gave her strict instructions about perso-
nal life after that. ““You must give up all visiting and live in strict scelusion.
You have to set yourself to Hinduise your thoughts, your needs, your
conceptions, and your habits. Your life internal and external, has to become
all that an orthodox Hindu Brahmin Brahmacharini’s ought to be. The
method wlll come to you, if only you desire it sufficiently. But you have
to fotget your own past, and to cause it to be forgotten. You have to lose
even its memory. Nivedita made a conscious and determined effort to pass
from her old world to the new. Desiring nothing of the comforts of the
world for herself she lived her life in solitude and aus terity. But that dose
not mean she lived a life of dedicated retreat and isolation.
Acéording to Swamiji’s reorientation of the ideal her’s was a life of spiritual
retreat in the mids of great activity.

An Educator ; It has already been said that Nivedita was an experienced
educationist before she came to India. Her foremost mission now in com-
ing to India was of imparting education to women. Swamiji was cc_ansufne'd
with the desire for the education of women, and he was hopeful of Nivedita’s
work. But he did not hurry into work. He felt that any European who was
to work on his behalf in India must do so in the Indian way gnd so he
was giving time to Nivedita to be familiar with the world in which she was

to live and work.

On July 24, 1898, while in Kashmir, Swamiji for th(? ﬁrsll time askeg
her about her plan of work. Nivedita explained it ‘to him and then a;s]v:e‘:I
him to pass judgement over it. Swamiji waited a little when he had hear
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Speaking about Sri Ramakrishn'a’s life to Nivedita
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meaning.”’ The same can be said of Ni'vedita_as regards 11;1? h]\iastel;ls life.
The gre.atest role that Nivedita played in india—and to which she devoted

e f being an interpreter
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An Interpreter @
Swamiji had once said

That is the theme of all her writings which run into thousanfls o_f pages
—Swamiji and India—Swamiji in India, and, India as reflected mlhis -mn?d
and heart. One day talking to a group of people he addressed Nivedita in
particular and said: «And so you see, all this is but a feeble manifestation
of the great ideas which alone are real and perfect Somewhere is an ideal
you, and hear is an attempt to manifest it ! The attempt falls short still
in many ways. Still,—go on! You will interpret the ideal some day.

In this context two things are to be remembered without which
Swamiji’s choice of Nivedita as the transmitter of his ideas will not be
understood or justified. One was his intense love for his motherland; second
was his desire to effect  an ideal exchange of ideas between the East and
the West.

From 1898 when she stayed in the river-side cottage at Bejur till his

second tour to Europe with her which ended in July 1899, Swamiji talked
and talked to Nivedita.

mijiltezixl:r‘l;;st. b?nsi;ﬁa t]llat‘ it was not easy for Nivedita to understand Swa-
exasperated. Swamiji’ eginning she was often confused; sometimes even felt
her coming. to lndi; : Imtelllse love for India was a revelation to her after
meditative religious . teanht FRest _She kf}ew him as a patient, sympathetic,
iiered o ol cbelr. But in India a new element seemed to have
power of Nivedita’s lyri i -Of W.hlch he was also not quite aware. The
ever, deep in the Ma:t;:’sei;plam this bettgr. “There was one thing. how-
This was his love of hisat“fe, that he himself never knew how to adjust.

country and his resentment of her suffering

Throughout those :
; Yeéars in : 5
India was to him like theWhlch 1 saw him almost daily, the thought of

. a.
.fOI.ll"ldat.l.OnS. He neither used th:zr he c:)re‘alht’_«'d- True, he was a worker at
of ‘ration-making’, ‘Man-making’ N nationality’, nor proclaimed an era
-

he said was his own task. But he was



born a lover, and the queen i
; of his adoration i
- - w i
some ’dehcatcly-pmsed bell, thrilled and vibrated ES s,
upon it, was his heart to all that concerned her.” s ggts |

He wanted his disciples to LOVE India first befo -
wm:k: Swamiji's passionate worship of everythihg that was ;:d'ta’lkll:'g o 3:!1)’
m:ii.u;lsms at times of her sins and her want ofworldly.wisdol,zsh.ls unsParnng
vision of her future greatness—all this staggered Nivedita It’ H Undlmt?cd
out intense suffering that she came to understand him late;* 011\2%t]:1:0tt .y
standing came her rebellious mood disappeared and she‘founfi - ufnder_
peace. In that she reached the highest ideal of discipleship in wh‘ifﬁ o
sees a thing as it appears to the mind of the Master, one’s heart Ons
mind become one with his and one desires only to serve him silentl v?']:h
constant attempt to assimilate his ideas. My own part, throughout thz ycelm
of my discipleship, appears to me to have been some things like that ofz;

thought - reader.

And the later generations are grateful to Nivedita for faithfully
preserving her great Master’s idea’s in her writing, through which we recognize
Swamiji. ‘The Master as [ saw him’ is a master-piece of literature. After
the book was published and it received worldwide acclamation she was
deeply moved and wrote to Miss Josephine Macleod-““If when you do dip
into it, you recognise Swami at all, you will give me great happiness. I
have worked for others as a hand or a tool, but, Swami demanded the

whole of my powers, and left me to use them for him. Both kinds of
service, are great and good, but this alone is all absorbing, because this

alone implies perfect faith”

Conclusion: A lot of speculation has been going on with regard to
Nivedita’s faihfulness to Swamiji’s ideal to the end. Her taking interest in
the political developments in India and her leaving the Ramakrishna Order
after Swamiji’'s death are supposed to indicate her changed loyalty. But
that was not true. Even during Swamiji’s life-time she had become aware
of the fact that new idea of the regeneration of the nation was too vast.
Her whole-hearted love for India was, indeed, a legacy from Swamiji but
it was necessary to fix one point from which to start. And it struck her
that point was political freedom. She wrote to a friend.

freedom has meant something to me, for my

that Swami would probably not
however, 1 trust, in the end—and
before 1 belong to Hinduism more
clearly too! That is all

“To my great horror,
life has come to include many
have put there. They are all for him,
be will not hold me less his child than
than I ever did. But I see the political need so

I mean—and to that I must be true.

glements



political developments in_ the  coumity,
drawn towards the political tempo that

but did not say anything,
on or oreed, never he called

Swamiji was not interest_edd in
' s adita’s energetic mind was C0c _
while Nivedita’s energ e

isi i hen.
was rising in the country t i JiLs
He was never in the habit of d'xctalfng‘ .im opinl
for a confesson of faith from his disciple.

o e ke & few months before he died he wrote g

et ; h
On February in the most glowing terms—

letter to Nivedita blessing her
ou? May Mother Herself be your hands
and mind! It is immensc power——irresistible.ﬁthat I pray for you, alldt
if possible, along with it infinite peace ... 1f.there was any tru‘th m Sri
Ramakrishna, may He take you into His leading, even as He did me, may

a thousand times more !” .
And she did live and prove to the world that in all that she did and

said she did not disappoint him. She kept his trust, and fulfilled all his
hopes and aspirations as he had expressed them in a poem presented to

her by him in 1900—

“*May all powers come unto Y

The mother’s heart, the hero’s will,

The sweetness of the southern breeze,
The sacred charm and strength that dwell
On Aryan Altars, flaming, free ;

All these by yours and many more
No ancient soul could dream before—

Be thou to India’s future son

The mistress, servant, friend in one
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The Guru and the Sishya.

S. AMBIKAIPAKAN . A.

Principal. Vaidyeshwara Vidyslaya, Jaffna.

The greatest contribution of the Eastern Religions, specially of Hinduism,
to the spiritual life of the world is the Guru Sishya tradition. Great
spiritual truths have been handed down from generation to generation by
the Gurus to their Sishyas in an unbroken succession. Swami Vivekananda
and Sister Nivedita exemplify this tradition in a unique manner. In Swami
Vivekananda we find an ideal Guru and in Sister Nivedita, one of the
most devoted pupils.

The upanishads bring out the Guru Sishya relationship at its best. In
them we find some of the famous teachers like Yajnawalkya, Pippalada and
Prajapathi and ardent students like Nachiketa, Satyakama and Gargi. Gurus
play such an important part in the life of the students that there is a
Tamil proverb which says that there is no Vidya either in this world or
the next without a Guru. It is equally true that the Guru finds life's full-
filment in imparting his experience and knowledge to worthy disciples. In
the Taittriya upanishad we find the Guru making a prayer that worthy
students should come to him from all directions.

The meeting of the Guru and the Sishya.

Let us now see how the meeting of Swami Vivekananda and Miss
Margaret Noble who later became Sister Nivedita has been fruitfull to both.
Swami Vivekananda after his triumphant appearance at the Parliament oi.'
Religions in 1893 spent about two years in lecturing in different parts ol‘
America. He visited Europe in the later part of 1895 at the request 0!
his friends. It was in November 1895 that Miss Margaret Noble met Swamiji
in the drawing room of Lady Isabel Margesson.

Miss Nobel was running a model school in London at the time she met
her future Guru. She like Dr. Ananda Coomaraswamy with \_vhom” she
collaborated later in producing the ‘“‘Mythsand Legends of the Hindus l:lad
the inquiring mind of a scientist and the creative facultles' of an artist.
The traditional Christian teachings failed to impress her. This is what she
says about her state of mind at this time.

“But after the age of eighteen, 1 began to
harbour doubts as to the truth of the



Christian doctrines. Many of them
began to seem to me false and
incompatible with Truth. These dou
grew stronger and stronger and Iat. :
the same time MY faith in Christianity
tottered miore and more. Eor seven
years I was in this wavering state

of mind, very unhappy and yet 4
very, very eager 1o seek the Truth

bts

ing she was impressed by Swamiji’s approach to
the other two lectures delivered by him in
to Truth was the one factor that drew Miss

his that ultimately made her become hss
this connection:-

Even at the first meet :
Religion and decided to attend
London. Her strict adherence
Noble to the Swami and it was t
disciple. This is what she says in

«“As a religious teacher I saw that
although he had a system of
thought to offer, nothing in that
system would claim him a moment
if he found that truth led
elswhere. And to that extent

that this recognition implies, I
became his disciple.”

At the end of the two lectures Swamiji went back to America and
returned to Londop the next year. Again he delivered lectures and conduc-
;ed Sclasses and Miss Noble attended them. It was the following words uttered
y Swamiji in one of the classes that made her dedicat
cause dear to Swamiji. F1d Gl SHF

“What the world wants today is
twenty men and women who
can dare to stand in the

street yonder and say that

they posses nothing but God.

Who will go ?
why should one fear ? If this

ist'" true what else could matter ?
‘ it 1s not true, what do our.
lives matter 7 *°

Love of Service

Swamiji had given the

highest gift —
mental peace and tranquility gift Atmagnana — tiichigave her utmost

. In retu . b :
rn for this gift she was prepared to



spend the rest of her life in the service of India
of Indian womanhood.

, Specially in the service
But Swamiji wanted her to become completely Indian in outlook before

she could attempt to serve India. In doing this she had to cut away from
her past. Not only had she to cut away from her past but even remove
all memories of her past life. Swamiji gave the following instructions to
her:-

“You have to set yourself to

Hinduise your thoughts, your

needs, your conceptions, and

your habits, your life internal

and external has to become
" all that an orthodox, Hindu Brahmin

Brahmacharinis ought to be.

The method will come to you,

if only you desire it

sufficiently. But you have

to forget your own past,

and to cause it to be forgotten.

You have to lose even its memory”

This was no difficult task for her as she had completely identiﬁFd herself
with her master and fully merged herself in the cause dear to him. The
nature of her surrender is well brought out in the following hymns of Appar.

AP GTLD  5U G DL LI (5T LOLD Ga;t.'.z_:raﬁ'.
api 58 suelgigd aaramn Gscmer
Gerdar sasew KGT CsLLmar
Gui saih ueysds J5H @ 6T
261 & apwiyLd 3y 8T b @ p ASgmer
9/ GH (P O sl GSTiT YUFTY DS S
SGTIRT Lo D5 ST G BT srww Q&L L rer

SEBLULLTET BRes  Ghkvase STCar.
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HOLY MOTHER
AND
SISTER NIVEDITA

By K. Ramachandra,

Editor, ‘Religious Digest’ -

1 8 5 9 3 b Sri Sarada Devi - The Holy Mother-
and Sister Nivedita

The subject given to me is ‘Holy Mother and Sister Nivedita’. I
consider that it is appropriate to start the article with some introductory
remarks concerning Swami Vivekananda and the manner in which Nivedita
was accepted by him as his spiritual daughter.

Among’ the notable women from foreign countries who spent their

lives in.the service of Mother India, Sister Nivedita (Miss. Marga.ret Noble)
and Mrs. Annie Besant are the most famous. The f_m'mcr dedlcated_ her
life to the welfare of the Indian womanhood. and was intimately associated

with the Holy Mother and the Ramakrishna Mission.

T'hrough her own earnest aspirations and her Mas}er*s hlessings,
Nivedita was able to get a firm grasp of the most outstanding f.eatu.res of
India’s social, cultural, and spiritual life: Its f‘undarpe:‘*ttal unity m_thc
midst of baffling diversity; its capacity to absorb, assimilate and adjust;
and its extraordinary power to withstand all onslaughts and to survive and

continue.

All these ideas were embodied in the speeches delivered by her da.t
Madras. Salem. Baroda and other cities during her 11.'21@15 f.'or ’prflpagafn“a
work. Her books, ‘Kali—the Mother’, ‘Cradle Tales of Hinduism’, Footfalls

of Indian History’. &ec reveal to us the depth of her understanding of



‘The Master as [ saw him’ is 2 monumenty|

er book, which forms an ever-lasting guide for

relationship;

nt of her spil‘itual fellowship with s.,wg}mi Vivekatian )
rather sceptic: One of her intimate associates,
f:asstatements without any doubt or hesitation, used
. scepticism 10 the hearing of the Master. The latte;
tion for some time, and one day he came out with
convelzsato the hearing of the whole class:

to tease ;
ignored their
the following remar ' |

glicr 0o regret that they were difficult to convince! T

fought mYy Master for six long years, with the result that T
ou

: lTQ?
know every inch of the way: :

; . hich she took as one me
- happy to hear this adv.lce, W ‘ o
glvedz‘;oﬁg‘-sly_ pfater, when she decided to ’dcdlcate her whole life to
1;;2 meirssilzm she had the following prophetic vision of the Swami to inspire
and guide her in all her noble efforts: :

«Let me tell you frankly that I am now convinced that
you have a great future in the work for India. What was

wanted was not a man but a woman, a real lioness to work
for Indians, women especially.”

“India cannot yet produce great women, she must borrow
them from other nations. Your education, sincerity, purity,
immense love, determination and, above all, your Celtic blood
make you just the woman wanted.” (in a letter dated 29-7-1897)

With these preliminary remarks, let us now come (O ‘e -matin fhete
of the article. It is best to recall here first what Nivedita had left on
record after meeting the Holy Mother on arrival in India. *‘To me s o
Aveg app?a“’dj: she said, “that Shri Sarada Devi (the Holy Mother) is
?Sflstl}eal?aﬁl:;rls?nas final word as to the ideal of Indian womanhood. But

an old order, or the beginning of a new? In her, one s

open mind are almost myself the stateliness of her courtesy and her great

her hesitate, in iv's as wonderful as her sainthood. I have never know?

new or coinplexg I;Eghulllﬂ'ancc to large and generous judgment, however

long stillness of P*ra.ygerl b}j the question put before her. Her life is one

Yet she rises to the +  Her whole experience is of theocratic civilization.
height of eévery situation.”

When Nivedi '

edita took

u X . ‘ , .

:;eated her as her loving dalljl hl:m residence with the Mother, the lattet

a brahmin family coyl & er. BUL the former tealised that her stay

Who had orth hd complicate ) ations

odox people (o deal wi matters for the mothers reldtl_t d

With. And of her own accord, she shifte



to another house in the same | : .

Secinelic e SOIemin;ar:;n;hlsiVcom;)cctlon,
one occasion when Nivedita expressed her gw.:vje}lil ¥
help in the cooking. The Grand-ma’s L )
grand-daughter; they will excommunicate us j

it is interesting to
Shyamasundari Devi on
g0 to their kitchen and
reply was: “Don’t my good
f you enter our kitchen.’

The period from November 1898 to June 1899 was one full of ha
PPy

glympses for Nivedita. Her school for i
ses _ : r the girls was inaugurated duri
;Ihavaratn dPo}(})Jgh and lhe Holy Mother performed the open}ng c:rré;i;hc
an; ﬁ:zye_ It a: tLle lb‘;essmg of the great Mother might be upon the schoo);.
girls 1t should train be ideal girls. Writin i i ’
e : g of this event, Nivedi
says: To know that an undertaking i : e
. . ng 18 remembered and f i
prayer in the lofty mind and heart of our Mother, is to me arzgi:‘t:lic‘:iltt)]:l

+hat makes content. I cannot imagine a grander omen than her blessing
spoken over the educated Hindu womanhood of the future”’ ,

. In he.r spiritual fellowship with the Mother, there were incidents in the
l|gh.ter vein too, On a Easter-day, the Mother and her group of old ladies
desired to rest in the chapel, and hear something of the meaning of the
Christian festival. Nivedita gave a beautiful exposition, singing the resurrec-
tion-hymns with the aid of a small French Organ played by the Gurubhagini
Later in the evening, the group wanted the two to dramatise a European
wedding ceremony. This was done with much fun and laughter. Neither of
the two actors was prepared for the effect of the marriage vow: ““For better
for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health,”” — till death us
do part”” were words that drew exclamations of delight from the whole
assembly. The Mother appreciated the vow very much, and exclaimed: *Oh,
the Dharmmi words! the righteous words!®

One more incident of some fun and frolic deserves to find plaee here.
It appears to be the last one in which the Holy Mother and Nivedita were
concerned. One day Nivedita and Christine visited the mother, The former
had picked np a few words of Bengali. She told the mother in Bangali:
““Mother Divine! you are our Kalil” Christine endorsed that statement in
English. Hearing them, the Mother said with a simper: ‘“No, my dears, |
can’t become Kali or any such deity, In that case I shall have to keep
my tongue protruded.” The two daughters were equal to the occasion.
They replied: *The Mother need not undergo that trouble at all: we look

Mother. And Sri Ramakrishna is our Shiva.”” When this

upon her as our
*That much can som-

reply was explained to the Mother, She merely said:
chow be seen to.”

rly in the household of the Holy Mother
were Gopaler-Ma Golap-Ma. Yogin-Ma, Rose Mother, Lakshmididi and a

number of others. Referring to them, the Swamiji once told Nivedita, “Ah,
¢his is the OLD India that you have seen, the India of prayers and tears,

of vigils and fasts, that is passing away, never

The ladies who lived then regula

to return.”” To Gopaler-Ma,



habits of eighty years standing at having
shock to her it S that once over-ruled by the
but, tl self. Tt is recorded of Golap-Ma that

el ok beforey she met Paramahamsa Deva, but all of
.sT_ouch-n‘le-nOtlf‘:e 4 under the influence of that Supreme
dlsappea;;z as directed by Sri Ramakrishna in
. 1‘1:3 ;tudy of Puranas, Ramayana, Mahabharatha,
lfetOGifwd with a prodigious memory, she was able

with ease. Nivedita learnt a lot ijrom her, and we find
i qu‘“; p;is:gfz the book, ‘Cradle Tales of Hinduism’, words of thanks
in her Preta )

: for her help in the preparation of the same. Nivedita extended
e ther intimate associates of he Mother full devotion

Ma in one of the rooms of her shool

it was a natural
;European in the house, i
Mother, the old dame was gén

she was 2
that orthodoy gradually
master. Yogin-Ma Wwas
carly life, devo ted herse
and other Hindu literatur

to
to these two and all o e
i ivedi d Gopaler-
adoration. Nivedita ha ' . '
?ﬂf nursing during her last illness, and she passed into eternal silence in
o

that room in July 1906,

In regard to the new school, Nivedita is very modest in claiming any
credit for its success. After stating that the experiments made in 1898 and
1899 were really for her own eduction, she gives all the credit for its later
‘success to Sister Christine who took charge of the institution in 1903. This
was definitely the Master’s plan to release her services in other more impor-
tant directions. We refer here to her political activities, public lectures and,
writings of books and articles for news papers and peridodicals. She travel-
led to Baroda for the express purpose of contacting Sri Aurobindo i person
and to enlist the sympathies of the Maharajah for the national cause. After
Sri Aurobindo arrived in Culcutta, she was of considerable help to him.
In fact, it was her intuition that helped him to get away to Chandernagore
in French Territory in 1909 before the warrant for his second arrest was
out. She acceded to his last request and edited ‘Karma Yogin’® for some

/ } ; :
ime, Poet Subramaniya Bharati who met her in Calcutta during those tum-
ultous days accepted her as his Guruy. Her

Curz.on for his mean attempt to defame the characte
classic one, which

century history.

spirited rejoinder to Lord
L r of defenceless Indians was &
as already found g2 permanent place in India’s 20th

The Holy Mother survived Sister
could not be near her

and his beloyed partner
ful to her for the valua
scientific discoveries

Nivedita by about nine years. She

during the Jatier : _
s last days. Sir Jegadish Bose
ATkt Devi. y ir Jegadi

aluable services sp
in England ang U

Who were so much devoted and grat-
¢ had rendered in broad-casting his
S,A. had removed her to Darjeeling




with the hope of restoring her to former health and v

; : igour by a change in that
salubrious climate. But his

. hope was not realised. She was aware before-
hand of the actual time of the release of her heroic spirit from the weak-
ened body. So, on the 13th of October 1911,

through the window of her apartment,
hand, she breathed her last,
her great Master:

looking at the rising sun
and holding the rosary in her right
uttering the following Santhi Sloka to her by

Asato mo sat gamaya
Tamasoma jyotir gamaya
. Mrityor ma amritam gamaya.
Om Santhi; Santhi; Santhi!
Lead me from the unreal to the Real;
From darkness to Light, and
From death to Immortality,
Om Peace; Peace; Peace!
(Sister Nivedita’s tomb is at Darjeeling where the author of

this article had the privilege to worship in May 1925.)
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THE SHIPPING CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)

STEELCRETE HOUSE, DHISHAW WACHA ROAD,
BOMBAY.

REGULAR CARGO SERVICES :—

EAST COAST INDIA EAST PAKISTAN/FAR EAST JAPAN

WEST COAST INDIA WEST PAKISTAN/FAR EAST JAPAN

EAST COAST INDIA EAST PAKISTAN/AUSTRALIA

INDIA/CEYLON/BLACK SEA-INDIA/POLAND

INDIA/U.K. CONTINENT INDIA/CEYI.ON/U.S.A.

FERRY SERVICE
RAMESWARAM/TALAIMANNAR

Agents —

NAROTTAM & PEREIRA LIMITED.

PRINCE BUILDING

PRINCE STREET

» P. 0. BOX 379, COLOMBO.
Telephone : 5233-34 il

Cable : “SHIPINDIA"




oy 5 gim e BGous T orrs g m1p
D{6UT 1D Sr&dlegem
&G & gif) BIGeugem iy io.

5 Laﬁ?@mmﬂld‘ SGUT L_ani_ @)
Gt g A Qurfue aGens Gros, w6 SGLEDS  apyliBa

w0 FairlgBuler Qgren@asms WTWIES FSAIQUGBE epSwer Fral. @air
.@!{JU&GU‘J. POGY Quppai. sdals @Edaiapth mraeTeniowh 205Gs anse
70 Quppaii. s pperr g PURAWAT. @FHw Usbss Qrdvaigoms oeiall)
uGSw Jeareri @ gerefus E@e QuoriMufev @ gefloy p eTpH) L. NGES ogpm
Qzusun".. UTT S S G SebT wafsrrd griwrms wHESQUT. FaTH oL 6,
Qur@mer, ol wraywb B G GBET G605 By(1hLDLI Gl &7 & Y ULl § saur. @) Hw
#6550 CurgrlL $8& FELIL L QL1ep o & @ 5 Q@ seem b g fajmr aipmSu
Car® <aui sLb BOwd QUBE P 2AEHUPLL  yorll & Faurr.

Qégvesu QUBGSE s SWToTT 23 $@ s&T G 1 UGB S 4PTID Syein(H
4GLrui wrghd @QouEDs i §58 QU DTH P ar_1igHuis FTapBGard
Cerdlded e p wr@fwmgrdu BGTLOS GWI5F, PS5 QUG GLoban wTs o
sNGgri. uBQar @ awHlaCuw 3. . UL srlurs QueflGufuw @asi
PG Qg ifdv CoH@aETein( Qurg $Q gramyd® FRULLTi. Qgmidarent
QITUBGML_LuBd Cuymiad Qredrimi. Ui g 50 oped psaflagyih LHw
wfladnl o5 Curse v puGalu yBu Fralradn GuwpRsTar T,
QaupBw® sl YW FTIH FHEG ST QUSSR GDd ueamll @upd
uewll erel b, @raTelerd®s oL wliQUpme L GG, @Tbay ererayLd
vwet g g QopPsgiors Aed pGasppOTLD GTETQID D GRTITB HTIT . a?a‘i?m?u.;
Brelled & pUul @erereras hmer o @Tewedwls Upu FECsath TFE@FL.
BOs@ e rmuipy. 2 @Tenmws savl @i w CaarGn eearp Haural@e
o BsUIUL L. wTis@rl ySFFww Fro&drl Uy Ss5EQETaw g BsGLAUTS,
sarBdowug sAPE@d CupQu bmpi. @) s nn .ﬂrm‘Gg G DD ST S, ”sr::urgy
GWHET S@F BT o DoEQaETar L Fair i aﬂ@@;&oﬁmrs’ﬁ@e'm_m Gf_nrr.ﬁ&ions:néﬂ.
o arentoeniui g Gapy kg eTed & L@irsrr';{sgm@ 2 b Fm@mgrru;:?:;ﬁ_#ﬁ.

& el 4 ' (“*And now came the turning point for my faith.....
ﬁl?fwam? I {ii‘?} was no other than swami Vivekananda who af‘tcrwards‘be
came my Guru and whose teachings have given .the relief that my df)ul;:m.g
spirit had been longing for so long’) er@rLgrio. Ps@mCwCuw wrirsGr



wpBmi sGo *‘ere sl 9 Hayl mag,@@emc}m‘ a5 Goerger Gurs
smews Gsl @ urédub QupGper’’ 6T 60 By -

gaurifgdul b GuTerLitd Qu@ GLiyd Gsremre. mrrn"as'(ag'.r_'al”ﬂﬁarigj
sr L @UOUETsoflar  qpei GaT p DS SISHTS @gnm&r@qrﬁ.m psirau el i Gam m?
GTGT D QeI smer B G HMLLILISS Q.I_E!{TLQ_U'JI'!"&G@J .g._L_Gm:::z_@ e L. gﬁgg
& hpapth, WHDETET Wrejh YOGS SFerel Malssel B, L:.._Gm.wgss a
@EHur @b gL 211 & Lo @I %@w gsu;r%ﬂgﬁ’u?m. au_.f_?&nu@um_. ,gﬂ;ﬂ@
srah STPES BEibsg. HBSEET S @”"{@}’fm%” b | SHTIELERAT el Gl o0
2L iser Qeuigalt g Fep S Qravaudar s, QuRwrsGo BF CFr e ay1Iei.

Qifurade Coryurs ks urrn'rfg'g @r&@w wd&a@&?@{i @fgn'eu'wf_'r.,}
QeiiwBaarPw 6l p Guemraigye &rz’;gu@u‘m@w: L Gwen it m{g,@:ﬁfu @&a.u
wg earorPd fPy @CFsms 2 L TEHeab l“:urr%orr‘.:ﬁ'm S gmser
QarelCu e @er par. VUpE e ﬂ_EafTG'm GEJFTG:U_@G-U&}). BOTE g G
Qar@sgarer 2.m5 QuvrPaowug Sl a@gga'@ansfrlm LT LL e, Gl"ﬂ-l‘
o i QwiGd ulub s sraT 2 aTéE o gol QeuGae' a&Tp GGETSIT
wré@ sMITS 2 pfoUs F6S5S.

Quir $8 ere g p S5 @5man @ HOpLILTLD Yaw® gavanl @S
Qs LA srar svsggr autgy Geingri. samifgiule b puhmsrs Cagniks
urL i spm, ol 10me s rar Gasmpun QupmEQareare_mi. *‘dGugan s’
erairp BamprrTiogpty Qsr@dsuu e g. saurfgduyl &r yuwrsTd wir Sy
By uBg@sTar.. Blusms Le y&u Syeyuemsdnt) @UD@EPT. L pHe pu
@Crriwi Guplsreaier s siewlurs HYoeE@@FWLINS FHaT & Ty Heyew
CupQsren_ g ups Fards Qumwy QeauiSeyi.*

sGargfl A0 Gms svsssr Howlu Yetari sTgrrewr @)ESHwd
GOULLESET arepld eTefw arpiasamu GwpEsTar® Qasrar® yhsins &nHs
Cararrss Qsmeamiri. yssrwgSew uvraddlisss 19C8ars’ @mvrwreranml)
ugrwiég Qsramged FEUL L wh srwSmesemr S isorrar, FEAUTS
sCGargrisCarr® Cait g Symoue ondeyt. QUET swalssTar Lri Fmiv
@emen .y RIS STI. DS B G b wpen pewliL HOE FoumiBgul b el
Curgy gog i Herdwrsefl_8nsQs S PpOS@STaTTTID TEHT D LB eu
83l. awrCp gaii & HpEQsiTerarayh WY bsg5. samlgular g p e
2 GUT LI Yol O GRIIESTI. LTl s dy BLTSSL GUrSu LewTd @b
VTS FTW LD Cairds Qs GFdvawg Giwrafdsri. @ m 18 g8 u ib
2Quwhds 96T LT safler YL G&GF QFaleEnu)ds Coueior L) ud@w 16 5 5 -

RQaisear G@aimLcr Fanrid SMwmres s s@min ulr & s 6T avor G D M 5
O g1 6wt gy HO @ eit U Firih oy (B 206 LD b QEBRTEHEGL DL LT,
@rs’@wmﬁ,@m wris@rl ol e Bwsred SESudar sardd a¥GassTerE
BGLD, samld gfwurers gumn o@uwhasr Q&er pari. Nfs srevsmer HGas
mgwwg;@mrﬂa‘am Qeer pev_bgri. g sCGsrsfl dBu@ens meaew g G
&1 et @l._!'ﬁJ({f,’ff'. TETt g S5 Cuarh sBims S GHETSIUTH Car L
Jﬂf??ﬂ: jant S o ing UGt & & Brer o6 5iQuirs i pmal s gFafl e p
e Bo1hsDayi. ol iuw dar POWS  @lov pov @UEG T LiLiemla @b A pLiy



Sws shumay; Ly g
SMAS 51 GLBuGe

T He el gy ih FGT 19 g

. : LITS Qevaiured ayin Cupi

‘“’T‘mfm'@@,ﬁ'@gnm@ i 5 & m.n?usarmrr@js. @) B uwirefeir a:g'@ﬁ@-gf" &::;'
rm ey, Gﬁ”!ﬂ"—-’*’rﬁﬁlﬂb # @Qotiurwrs '?mffug

&

BGBT Geir aiwm@uy

Y uanr, &) sena
2 8w Quy s , AS@RV #Cw G 5 W gg ;
Al umr,:j G;;};’g‘gg ﬂ?mn?ﬁa;rrﬁﬁoﬁlb, @rﬁfﬁwné.@;i 'ﬁijgmﬁffg L;UW
LISh QESur e g 5%?;?;&@?§§§G§nmgﬁgggggﬂ-,¢ <24,GW0T (B mm:buf;
G- o 6 L ST urisrdy Gadw@ ; :
SRAUTEDEG M 50 & 516 58m VPEGY S sreLd agggé@:@“ i

= ;
gg a(;;cr:_mf@@y@gwg;. :ﬁGa{:,@mg Cuari wL §gé54s Qear p Fauridels
D@IGVG eI FuiQ g, Fourflgfult b oy mlw Gou GooT 19. w16 @15 Zarr 11

*e‘urr.uﬂg STH TETFH oflr Hib IDIYL G5 BTET 9 FI. Q@S Sapenw ACGa §
;).5-5@ anTa; ufior feyi . FoA® & devg srsi so @ WPODUTE S FaT s
T seflaT Freavsdrs sepaiuis Gume, HCw Do suler a5 stardsaped =5
(710 gsﬁof?wn'g') gL G oL ri. @& dspts srerd B Fraum 1B
HibUusw e s QFifew @G Swms <nss AT FPLL_BHTIT.

Furifefulsr wopajsel Ger b, sos GueTssT UshamwGu &5 S
Cor® <=p0 QUBSTI. Farlgful tb Qupp Baigrsse &@SGSEST TR
Vp@pun sréd wgaedd Qaalllcoi. @iy ¢s5687 598 JuBUSos
2eming BCuBams al®stwl Currri L s9aib FOULEQ Gswsstais
LT 2 mpis Caerylnsssrew, rrolpeaer Wopder HL6 QaefGuwp
Crirtss. @aairp @grarirpiu d8uSms Huir$5 50 grarrdr s U
Capomib gyein® o&@muf o SLb uBarapsirapth §s8 i gadlm erew p @)L &G
Ugou g oyent 6w,

@rps HGwBams mrow! QTHs Yl Sib 5650 s57NG!

@b FTEH! FrHS! ! Frgl 1!

aflgeurer Gaeall. o &ever LG L1 fleir S,




el —— g

| ; PR :
prdlpg mdwrer WsEADHS
L ST MIal D analher ||
M gl veumesr 1l
@efiuyl  USTTRISET SRS
:L:'; gl HoLSSLD. 0
il L@ 2 L6 Seualsaln@L. i
i) gpiflw  ueumesr UL
umaGaTimL uGHulsn sTarmIb LDES (P Wrs
Feeuwner HHnEEsHEhsGL LasLtuhn @b
il o |
o il ueumenr =
;L 79, @rauLnb sm&ES Osm, Osnwby.  Gumer: 2410
L SI== =)=—=0 JiE =g
'ﬁ-ﬁi&iﬁﬁﬂ‘iﬂi#ﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ

WITH COMPLIMENTS FROM

ENVEE ESS LTD.

ﬁﬁi#ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&ﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁ#%%%ﬁ%%ﬁ#%ﬁ%%'

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ!%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
%ﬁ%%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ



BedCoys SDBIE S s

63%&:2‘3‘ m:@sﬁ&zﬁu@ )
Sy B0E8 253 £t
: . l e (&) i} :ﬁ@ qzma lGIoL o)
ClOfG]es e, “@@ Lo LT TO) ﬁq&o

®n 28 98¢ godecaImned G2 1@ greed By SCEed ®iIB 1S meonsd
8 s ghumnsyed Imenm) o CIRMEXR) DwecsT 08¢Bus cpes
Y P? s OCR J/IGW ¢S gefesssy BxsI0 eddx =B @@@d"
I8med caie mcw cwdede NoBm wBwn, 8B edow B3
DT 0108 qu88m 02919, 2930 2@ Bwmensd 5@ P8 ¥y m6 14w

DCELED O e QS 34 0 BB wPT ned eSO €90 o 9
Sa 8 @ g DG

o ggdig 17 € gamsmns 6048 DG o V& wTBo ¢S
Yi¥Be dnenmw gied gend Hordem B0 w188 ABwidsed dnsnmey
T ZCH) PSS DaTBHO g ema o8

8186 & G100 BY BB D8 08D BVEH., Densy &% qud
G0@ wm) ©® DB o SHDm B3 Eemidm IO 29eI0 Px D
YT dRexnsI® 20sDw wmsnsd 28590 ®D moLs B 1 DG
BB V8 o B Sug Su F Bs o Ged o g8 @ B3@
00 GIWI PP 6¢BO MK 6® mcedE g J0 Vmx BB
gl ¢Hoig 3 B i F5sT uTeded DEx gmr BHBeweS Bie 61w
oenwy dx giod ®im %9yefensI gSHimd mBICH, Gud \®E® A
200, u@emdy ei8w, 60 GIwNedE giodd PO Sdmu® I gWMMO
e meg BEBwxl @ ovedw. L8 Scdmmze ®»O® B swifecs
coldmad &@8e8eudcw,

1893 8 £2:8 Sz @nEm AEB8mD Bned 8@ Hcm Smend
DD Sedw. AL8e gomsl Be@sd =g Sedmmzy ¢od3med gegx
BBusm® cdam =138 1895 & 8y »d .88 dyBxy HBsecemnmedd
GSdme =82 cEaned Bedw ¥y O8E efam BHEcwH S q!m:t
BB conBsd dy B2f cwiBewnsm dnews gon BN 8o Redd Bn®



SudBe Bnd ¢mmdeBsd nuf 8ol HGB® ¥y nWdun ¢S cmend.
0 ®no0seIE Mg ExENGIXN. F1® G MBD PO PG L1 LI
ﬁ;,ew e B0, g Qoo SND FPMWRO W@ BB G151 ©mMO

@160 ¢ 08 micSw.

D060 688 @O0 @B PV Gl 8@ HO® r.sacb:_né) OO -
Ngesd i G 620 YT By Wy i Y clam IED %D
1a®msY go3fiw.

Sedmimeg §e8Smd0 ewnd dEBomD o 635g ©i18Fsdn. 098
e 8 o oewm 825 Vs o TGN ¢HPIsIO lawm ©VFIBT

MCH RS WEE®.

6® I IO AwSO gon B gPMBoexs I, Fned @ Fgemsad
B2 2300 100 exmitl Sw. Gqiw VY BO® D¢ W DY Ve v
geod ™ CY® Gfdn g o D, oo AR  BEHED Slelalelcl o)
68 eCImwd Sinw cum 65s¥esT GNP mPeIDem, GBI CREET 5@
® DD Ay 9 Szne BB e BIeds dnod @S decd
©¢dxsd omm ZnEeB dned @ud Psd =6 MWD W SEHDmMEIONS.
P9 g0 By GB8um c@ed =:ensd medw. <888 o83 9o0® eme
SR ¢ud Becmicd xuom Hem m@BYO B¢ ¢, ¢¢ 6CImxd ¢gB839m
ce@fensd gl PLIS: eV gdwxn .

29 I ¥y 950 G oD DowmeEe. Ry Ded DO @8
“@edd S60 dfieed 8348 coce wd BB cddws DesT ?g e gionS
PR Vet 698,

e2® 9D G EWESB eAENSxT DEs1e0®w. B g Oemzd DE-
82165 e 83 ¢SHdDed ¢, BN rxd O 88w B 8& .
S8med 66w 1 Bsmed G100 9EIE0D 180 BSmos mEGace, DowzeI)000
©mg e8I D18 Y WP & 2en @5I§0I0  emic® BxpSwed ¢19)8%.

1898 &m2.8 25 CIBG ®d WEF®DDD 9,8 6Fewacs. @82 11 e8¢
AE8InE £33 SERE - S REHD ¢ ¢m3 @ oy EDE DOV
S YNw. by 1T 63B¢, ¢ied §8Bw swewm Inswsd Swac AEs el
G BDGE BSNedI Dimyd ®Y L. @50d oy BERw Focd @8z @ 25
edBe, qiod B3 Am 320 10D B0y e w® MBOR. e90 ABsecd
@1¢ 206l € g £9,8 Jedmme ©dn GRSt 9Bed Dadems ©@mm
DWESH 18 PE @3B B 38 £SO 88 mce

DI Boys gsmBY B, 10 295960078 2 gms G DES goommSe
eI 8 ﬁazrsy@az?i Qo wu Bw. 60 2m 55 i BT »eIS9sT
8 § gms o SR Bden DEed ¢ S5 BSow WS Een 50

g8 oFmue  dmd B0 ey 9B  ms CEImed® wmesm 21EH8.



1898 (? ﬁ@@é’.ﬁd
- — N ey ceRsy SBhys Mie L
BN I @ S 3 emy PRI c3<;'e“.: ées:;:s;@w §108® =@, e
DGacs,

PEIE0D Hews D BB Bg) &g S8u®w ¢34 med T
8.

i D S BO® wOmes
5;- g1 gend o BHSE A0 mSi1em SSES6 9o =08 8w. 560 564w
8085 629 edw 6d® miEIBwd M 0950 megn. @Dy g6l €de
9GO0 ey w33 & Ha, S@midecies. -

“@Gela Sem g cedm S0 Ba el B emB@8e Hg&.”

G mens DIV swsT OMRDG °¢ ¢¢ FAMmBEm eEBE®O
0y gucw Sw. ¢@ed i cRend CcemDO ¢AmBERn D@D @ Sepd
GO BedmaBm 83eH00 Sney e ¢Bx. DT “Ar¥ed @imda’!
0D Bo ez BES mHamd ®g 8 o Ow msmid Og 8wz,
Mme@ DTN S0 T Grw @EEWMET DE HHmmmdes I8me
DS E .

R Hm mATdT 858 9322 gon g3 HFIemd  @©@59
MDD DAHDI 6 693NN S 6B g 9B eSS ey 1d
Sifiw 8395uded B D mIigeRrs G o SGEEy go omd
e, B 0T I $BweIB. 6EZFm AT 5953 ¢ I 5838e=d

81y §Dacs,

8] 5 BeIEmy &Iiemzs PYDwws Slaems, 16 cdms 88s
38 o BeFED® 9 o ncEs Oy 16 6HIAERE 6B AG
2169w, »DEL Sed & BVm g SCIB® B/ =BT gHRS ¢ 2
IED M@ Bi16¢ ELRD Be@ 600 $SWS 19T 60 ©198w. ANeWIBAIS
13 ¢ g EoS 0 N DHSeEE gIR T HAS crEwD.

MSm Dwdsd 9 2wz wewd g e@eC 1880 B,



The firm with a Reputation for all
SPORTS GOODS

3 TENNIS % HOOKEY ¥ BOXING
3¢ FOOTBALL % NET BALL % OARROM
3¢ ORICKET #¢ BASKET BALL % POLE VAULTING
3% VOLLY BALL ¥* GOLF % TENNIKOIT
3% BADMINTON 3 JAVELIN 3% PINGPONG
3% BILLIARDS 3% RUNNING ¥ SQUASH
% RUGBY
AND
ALL INDOOR GAMES .
at

CHANDS LIMITED

CHATHAM STREET, FORT. COLOMBO.
Telephone : 2076
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RAJESWARI BRAHMIN HOTEL

(Opposite Fort Rallway Station)
NORRIS ROAD, COLOMBO.
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through India

Step abroad an TAC Viscount and fly swiftly and graciously in
air-conditioned comfort to Madras, Madurai or Trivandrum
Convenient connections to any major Indian city by Viscount,
Friendship or the Caravelle jet and with international flights

abroad.

Enjoy the luxury and comfort that is the IAC way !

"To India

For details contact:

INDIAN AIRLINES

27, Main Street, Gaffoor Building
COLOMBO-|




OUTLOOK FOR INDIAN AIRLINES

—_———

by Bharat Ram, Chairman,
Indian Airlines.

The development of tourism and air transportare so closely interlinked
in our time that it is difficult to visualize one without the other. The
fillip which the tourist industry has received all over the world with the
operation of jets has been unsurpassed in any other age; quicker and more
comfortable transport has induced mnot only tourists but politicians and
business executives to indulge in ‘face to face’ contacts rather than depend
on protracted correspondence.

This change in policy and technique has been a boon to airline
operators. According to the statistics released by IATA, world passenger
traffic increased by 15.2 percent in 1966. In other words, the world’s
airlines flew 200 million passengers and 228,000 million passenger kilometres.
During the same period, international travellers increased by 10 percent to
an estimated 128 million and spent 13,000 million dollars in foreign
countries. In our country, traffic has also been continuously on the growth.
In 1966—67, Indian Airlines carried 14 lakhs passengers but in the current
financial year, the traffic has already risen by 259,000 over the previous
year thus indicating a 17 to 18 percent rise more than the world traffic

increase. In fact, this is more than our average annual growth rate which
has been 15 percent during the past few years.

Past history

_ There_ 1s no doubt that this expansion in air traffic in our country
w;ll_ continue. Ours is a burgeoning economy. The economic development
during the first three Five Year Plans progressively affected our air traffic;
and more so when improved and faster type of aircraft were employed.
fIi.c:t me tgke the rf.:&dCTS to the year 195758, when the Viscounts ‘were
Ar:tﬂ]}}:; ;161;; operatl?n on the trunk routes‘ in replacement of the Vikings.
e incre;)rf:ssurl.se-id and reduced the time factor in flying, air traffic
s mi]slt.e rapidly. hln five year.s,.by 1963, our passenger traffic had
i EL;On n;ark h'o'm'half—a-mi]hon in 1957—58. The regional and
i earn;ro s ()]\\J\;lf':d similar though less marked increase in traffic as
i » In March, 1961, the Corporation started operating F-27’s

some Dakota routes. From then on, there has been a gradual

reduction in the operati i 2
peration of Dakotas with F-27’s which are now fifteen in



number. From April . 1968
;i:h:f;:?edlnf;az Airlines services. By the middleﬁz‘; ]I)‘,)aggmats] Olflferating £

0 ou : A > the last Dakota
complement of fiine HS-7485 Airlines receives its full
Dakotas. ordered to replace ali the

Caravelles popular

Within five Years. as against the ori

Viscounts became inade i

: quate on the main trunk r i
; _ _ < _ outes. With the introdyct-
t101-1 of Boemgs& on Air-India’s Services, the people in our country awakel:;td
0 a new standard of speed and comfort. The replacement of Viscounts on

the trunk routes became a necessit isi
: Y and a decision i i
1963, to introduce the Caravelles. A Al

ginally anticipated ten years, the

‘I.n February 1964, the _Caravclles started operating  in India. As its
cruising speed was 500 miles per hourmncarly twice as that of th
Viscount — distances were covered in less time and with reat fi :
The Caravelles created an impact not only on the trunk Sl qrt'

runk routes on which
they operated but all over our aerial network. The common man’s slogan
of ‘Delhi Bahut dur hai’ became redundant as the capital was now just two
or three hours reach from the important commercial cities of our country.
The elite of our society found it a boon; politicians, business executives and
the professional genteel took to air travel as a matter of routine. In one
year, traffic rose by nearly 200,000. Even our own planners were surprised
as the increase in traffic belied their €xpectations. Since then there has been
a steady addition to the Caravelle fleet which now numbers seven. The
popularity of jet travel is indicated by the increase in traffic to the extent
of half-a-million today in less then five years.

Bigger Jets needed

Despite these replacements and modernisation, the density of traffic on
the trunk routes is high as shown by the load factor on the Caravelle
aircraft which was 79'4 percent in 1966-67. The need for a bigger type of
jet aircratt appears imminent. This is not only due to our own lra}fﬁc
growth but the introduction of Jumbo Jets by several internatlonal' carriers
in the near future which will have its repercussions on our domestlf: opera-
tions. The advent of these high capacity jets by 1969-70, whe‘thcr. it is the
250 seater stretched version of the DC-8 or the Boeing 747 with its 36{)’t0
490 seating configuration will undoubtedly aggravate our probl'em of adequa‘tz
capacity. The seven Caravelles in operation at present .mll :Toonf. p;i.n_
unequal to the task. Morcover, there is a limitation 19 llnc‘rcasmg I;th e
cies with a 89 seater jet to cope with growing traffic. For lm.ta;ce’ be \:ach
Bombay and Delhi, where there are already four Caravelle !hg ;s 11:10t i
direction carrying on an average 600 persons per day. As it m J -

iner this route, the other possible alter
profitable to incresse the frequency on



native which appears to me is the intrpduction qf a 300 seat_t;lr :a.ilr1 bus t_]hct'.;
This may seem to some a far fetched idea but time allone will - show a
Indian Airlines may have to introduce these large capacity sl%ort-haul' alrlcrafi:'
sooner than foreseen. Already France’s domestic carrier _Alr Inte'r is pi';nnt
ing to introduce an air-bus from 1_97-3 and the traffic carried by it is abou
the same as Indian Airlines — a million and a half per year.

According to our estimate, with the Viscounts continuing in o_peration
upto 1971-72, Indian Airlines will need atleast three (100 plus seate?) jets
for the trunk routes. By 1972-73, it may 'ueed another two. Thus, in ano-
ther five years, five (100 plus seater) jets Woulc.l be required for our
operations. In making a selection of replacem‘?nt aircraft, lthc'a _ Corporation
will have to take into account the reduction in the multiplicity of types
of its fleet and, perhaps, the eventual replacement of the present Car_avellee.
Aircraft replacement implies medium term and long term planning in any
air transport industry.

Regional Routes.

On the regional rtoutes, Indian Airlines, requirements are different.
Though the average annual growth is 12 percent (linear), there are some
of these routes, for example, Delhi / Jaipur, Bombay / Ahmedabad, Bombay,
Jaipur, Agartala ' Silchar, where the load factor is high and the growth
rate is about 15 to 20 percent per annum (linear). These routes are today
partly operated by Viscounts and partly by F-27’s. Many of these routes
are of tourist interest like Delhi / Agra, Delhi / Jaipur, Delhi / Banaras, and
with the passing through Delhi and Calcutta of jumbo jets, we are likely
to be confronted with a serious problem by the operation of the 48
seater Viscount. Some of these routes will, therefore, have to be operated
by the larger type of short-haul jet referred to earlier.

Then there are other regional routes where the growth rate is less
than 10 percent - in some cases as low as five percent. These sectors are
being operated partly by F. 27 and partly by Dakota (DC—3). On some
of them, since August, 1967, HS-748s have been introduced. With the
progressive addition of Hs-748s to our fleet, the Dakotas are correspondingly
being reduced. The discontinuance of the Dakotas will be a considerable
relief to the finances of the Corporation as they proved to be uneconomic
for the past SIX or seven years. It must be remebered that though the
commercial operation of Dakotas could not be justified, these services
could not be curtailed in public interest. However, the last Dakota will
go out of operation by middle of 1969 when we receive our full complement
of HS-748s. The employment of pressurised and faster aircraft on these
regional sectors is also likely to attract a larger flow of traffic than

l*fithe‘rtn. It.will therefore not be surprising if these sectors show a sudden
rise in traffic after a couple of years.



Reduction in Fleet Type

: Ur}fortunately, due to geographical and economic

in various parts of our country, different types of aircraft are required for
their economic Operation. It {g therefore inevitable that the Corporation will
have to reckon with about four types of aircraft for two or three years
more. Thereafter, it should be possible to reduce this multiplicity of
ai'rcralf't to three thereby enabling a reorganisation of our engineering bases
with its consequent increase in efficiency. There will bs other concomitant
advantages relating to the training of our crew and‘servicing“and oﬁrerhaul facilities.

conditions prevailing

Nett Foreign Exchange Earner

The task before the Corporation

aResources are likely to be available out of its own earnings. Its foreign
exchange earning which is expected to rise to Rs. 6 crores in the current
financial year representing an increase of Rs. 1.7 crores over last year’s
would be sufficient to finance such a scheme of replacement. There is every
reason to believe that our foreign exchange earning will keep growing with
the influx of tourists in our country and world air traffic. But these funds
are at the disposal of Government ‘and it is hoped that the highest priority

will be accorded to the Indian Airlines’ foreign exchange requirements for
its fleet augmentation.

is one of immensity and urgency.

- But provision of up-to-date additions and replacement to its flzet is
only one of the aspects of Indian Airlines objective of providing an
efficient service to the people. There are other problems which cannot bs
ignored, like the introduction of computerisation and electronic system of
reservations, training of staff, provision of a quicker turnover and bettc;
ground handling facilities which are necessary for any airline land more so
for a carrier which has a monopoly in air transport. Systematic endeavours
are being made in every direction, and [ am conﬁder‘lt that the passengers
will soon see an over-all improvement in all our services.
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SISTER NIVEDITA BIRTH CENTENARY

RECEPTION COMMITTEE

PATRON:- MRS. S. TAMBYAH PRESIDENT:- MRS. C. L. MOTWANI]

VICE PRESIDENTS

MRS. P. TIRUCHELVAM MRS. D. s,

SENARATNE
MISS. N. KASIPILLAI MRS. K. ALVAPILLAJ
JOINT SECRETARIES

TREASURERS
MRS. L. SUBRAMANIAM MRS. S. THANGARAJAH

COMMITTEE
MRS. R. GUNDEVIA MRS. K. B. HIRDARAMANI
MRS. Y. BODINAGODA MRS. P. RAJARATNAM
MRS. E. H. C. ALLES MRS. P. THANABALASUNDARAM
MRS. B. ARUNACHALAM MRS. P. SANGARAPILLAI
MISS. V. CHELLAPPAH MRS. R. MUTHUSWAMY
MISS. S. RASIAH MRS. N. THANIKASALAM

MRS. V. RAJANATHAN MISS. G. SATHASIVAM
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INSIST ON

METROPOLITAN CHOCOLATES
- and
CHOCOLATE BISCUITS

Manufactured by Estd. 1946

Messers. MIDLAND CHOCOLATE MANUFACTURERS
MATALE.

WITH_ BEST _COMPUMENTS oF

A

WELLERY RART

298-101. SEA STREET, COLOMBO-11.
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Donations Received

A Devotee

Srimathi M, Shanmugam
Sri. N. Patkunarajan

Sri. S. Suntharampillai
Sri. M, K. Kapadia
Srimathi T, Walloopillai
Sri. K. 8. Sivasaugaranpillai
Srimathi S. Rajendram
Srimathi K. Suppiah
Srimathi E. H. C, Alles
Srimathi G. Wignarajah
Srimathi S. Mahadevan
Srimathi M. Sabapathy
Srimathi C. Ranganathan
Srimathi R. Pathmanathan
Selvi. S. Rasiah

Srimathi 8. Suntharalingam
Sri. S. Sabanayagam

Sri. M. Ramiahpillai

Sri. C. Nadesan

Dr. S. Sabapathy
Srimathi B. Arunachalam
Srimathi T. Ganeshan

Lalvani Bros.

500.00
2560.00
250.00
101.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50 00
50.00
50.00
50.00
25.00
25 00
25.00
25.00
15.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
ToTaL 2096.00
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS OF

SAMUEL Sons &cCo LtD

l 371 OIg Moor Street, Colombo 12,
Telephone: 234




SISTER  NIVEDITA BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

SPEECH CONTEST

PRIZE—WINNERS

TAMIL
JUNIORS
First Prize MUTHUSAMY RAMESWARAN
Second Prize GOWRY MUTHUSAMY
Third Prize SARADA SUNTHARALINGAM
INTERMEDIATE
First Prize RAJASINGAM SATGURUNATHAN
SENIORS
First Prize MANOHARY SATHASIVAM
Second Prize MANGALESWARY SOMASEKARAM
Third Prize VASANTHY RAJASINGAM
ENGLISH
INTERMEDIATE
First Prize SHIAMALA RATNASINGAM
Second Prize PARAMESWARY RATNAM
Third Prize RAJASINGAM SATGURUNATHAN
SENIORS

Consolation Prize MANOHARY SATHASIVAM



TOUR PROGRAMME

Wednesday, April 17, 1968: Arrival from Madras at 10 45 a. m.

Thursday » 18 ,,  Lecture at the Ramakrishna Mission Hall, Colombo.
at 6.30 p. m.

Friday ss 19, Lecture at the New Arts Theatre, University, Cofombo.
at 530 p- m.

Saturday » 20 .. Lecture at the Vivekananda Society, Colembo at . 6,00 p.m.

Sunday = 2 »»  Leave for Batticaloa Via Amparai. Function at Karativu Girle’
Orphanage. at 3 15 p.m.

Monday o 2R

= Lecture in the evening at Town Hall, Batticaloa, Leave Batticaloa to
Trincomalee,

Tuesday o 23 G Lecture in the evening at Trincomales Hindu College and

visiting places of interest.

Wednesday ,, 24 »»  Leave Trincomalee early moring for

take Yal Devi for Jaffna at 9.30 a.m.

Evening : Lecture in Jaffna.

Anuradhapura and

Thursday s AIMB TN Jaffna : Lectures and sight seeing,
Friday 350 125 »» In Jaffna : ; 1
3 s
Saturday G
) s -Leave for Anuradhapura byl 6:00 s m. trein Visiting places of
Intarest and Lecture in the evening.
Sunday 28
3 L
23 inﬁ:ve Anuradhupura For Kandy in the morning: Visiting places of
s ?nd Lecture ip the eveaing. Ballroom Hall, Queens Hotel
) Kandy, Night at Kandy.
Monday 29
5 »  Leave Kand f
Y tor Kataragama vi i i [
M il ge8ma via Nuwara Eliya, Sita Eliya.

Leave Kataragama after lunch - Night in Colombo
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A. 5. S. SANGARALINGAM PILLAI & cO. LTD.,

|

136, PANCHIKAWATTE ROAD, COLOMBO-10.
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Consult :-

RAJESWARI PRESS

NO. |6 & 18, PRINCE STREET,
PETTAH, COLOMBO-II.

RAJESWARI INDUSTRIES

MANUFACTURERS OF CALENDARS,

PLAYING CARDS, GREETING CARDS,

INVITATION CARDS, ENVELOPES

PAPER BAGS, FILE COVERS, PARCEL

TAGS, INDUSTRIAL LABELS AND
CARTONS ETC.

NO. 109. BARBER STREET,

COLOMBO—IB.
Telephone : 6939 (29639) Telegrams : “NEWPRINT" |
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1. All those who sent Messages.
2. All those who contributed articles for the Souvenir
3. Al Advertisers.

4. All donors who contributed in cash and kind.

5. Swami Prematmanandaji Maharajand other Swamis of the
Ramakrishna Mission, Colombo for their valuablie

assistance.
6. The Indian Airlines Corporation for their grant,

7. Messrs Siedles Cine Radio for supplying Public Address
system free of charge.

8. The Rajah Press Ltd, for printing the Souvenir at
short notice.

9. The Rotary Club — Kandy.

10. All those who have helped to make the function a

grand success.
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