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Blouses, T - Shirts, Vests, Pyjama suits etc.

at low prices. You can make your budget

go a long way when you buy VELONA.

There is a Velona garment for every
member of the family,

Buy Quality

Velona

PRODUCTS

- Available at all good dealers
and from

VELONA SHOPS |

Chatham Street, Keyzer Street, Colombo
and No. 60, Main Street, Moratuwa.
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SELECTIONS FROM THE SHELVES OF

M. D. GUNASENA & CO.. LTD.

LANKA’S LEADING HOUSE OF BOOKS
X

Bronches: 3 KANDY * GALLE % NEGOMBO * ANURADHAPURA
* MATARA » JAFFNA # KURUNEGALA.

Hinduism, the World's Oldest Faith (K. M. Sen)
' : Pelican series 3 - 00

Hinduism in Ceylon (Rev. James Cartman) 12-00

Cultural History and Principles of Hinduism
(Dr. C. Sivaratnam) 7 - 50

Hinduism (R. C. Zaehner), Oxford Uniy. Press paperback 7 - 20
Hinduism and Economic Growth (Vikas Mishra) 12 - 50
Bhagavad Gita (S. Radhakrishnan) 12 - 75
The Bhagavad Gita (Juan Mascaro), Penguin Classic 3 - Q0

The Song of the Lord-Baghavad Gita
(Edward J. T homas), Wisdom of the East series 5-10

The Vedanta Philesophy (Max Muller) S5 -00

What Vedanta means to me (symposium ed. by
John Yale) 17-80
Philosophy of the Vedanta (Paul Deussen) and the
Vedantasara of Sadananda Yogendra (trsl. with
annotations by G. 4. Tacob) Z-80

What Religion is (Swami Vivekananda) 25 -00
Sir Paul Pieris Felicitation Volume 10 - 00
Paranavitana Felicitation Volume 30 - 00

Gunasena Buddhist Annual, 1964, 1965, 1966, each 4 - 00
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APOLOGY & THANKS — Editors.

We regret very much the inordinate delay in the publication of this number.
1t was primarily the lack of funds, at the outsetf, which held us back. But the
moment the College Trust Board released a four figure sum, we were in a position
to get on with the job. We like to express our heartfelt thanks to the Board.

We were also fortunate to get the goodwill and the financial backing of
the P. T. A. and the College Teachers’ Guild in our venture. Without even a
moment’s hesitation the P. T. A. contributed its mite. But above all it was the
sheer self-sacrifice of the Teachers’ Guild, in spite of the innumerable demands
made on its purse, that acted as a never-failing inspiration in our attempts fo
give a permanent habitation to the kind thoughts about and the feeling of gratitude
towards Mr. Cumarasamy.

However, even if we had all the material resources we needed without the
messages and articles of appreciation from the galaxy of distinguished men who
were anxious to pay their tributes to our outgoing Principal, this Number wouldn’t
have seen the light of day. We are deeply indebted to them. But we humbly
extend them our apologies for putling into cold storage, for a few months, their
valuable contributions, due to circumstances beyond our control.

A sense of helplessness and remorse does oppress us when we read the
article by the late Sri Kanthiah Vaithianatban whose work and words would abide
dike the granite carvings on tke temple walls. The sketch he wrote is a fine blend
of critical acumen, a vigorous humanism etched with dry humour and is couched
in his inimitable charming crisp style. Death cannot be proud of taking off a
man like him for Death itself must die in the face of the deep devotion and
dedicated service of such noble souls like Sir Kanthiah.

We are also proud of the enthusiastic response shown by the past pupils,
especially by those who were and are at the University.

Our thanks are also due to the other members of the Magazine Cominittee—
especially to its energetic converer Mr. S. R. Shanmugaratnam—and to our Acting
Principal Mr. V. Canagasabai for all what they did and hoped to do.

In conclusion, we wish to record our appreciation and thanks due to our
printers, Thirumakal Press of Chunnakam, for all the pre-natal care and patience
they bestowed during the gestation and travail that preceded the birth of this
Number of ‘Somaskandan’—a token of love and gratitude to Mr. Cumarasamy
on his retirement from the principalship of Sri Somaskanda College.

We wish to express our thanks to all the colleges ‘
which sert us their magazines and miscellanies. ‘

Vil
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PREFATORY

A newly appointed head of a famous school in England is supposed to have
cried plaintively to a colleague in a Principals’ conference. *But what do you find
to do after the first week 2 Perhaps his counterparts in our country too may
have an easy — or is it uneasy? — time if the schools they administer are quite
famous and have built in what is generally termed °tradition’. But to have inherited
the headship of Sri Somaskanda about eighteen years back was, we guess, as
flattering as to be crowned the king of an island like Delft. ;

Puttur, like Delft, though not geographically, had been out of the mainstream
of any significant intellectual, religious or social activities. However foreigners, like
the Dutch, had been a civilizing influence on the distant islanders of Delft. And
Puttur too — the ancient citadel of diehard conservatism and caste orthodoxy — had
with the arrival of the * foreigner from Puloly ® imperceptibly opened its rusty doors, and
windows — if there were any — to the winds of change.

Nearly two decades have passed since Mr. Cumarasamy’s arrival in  Puttur.
Now he too has bowed out of the arid landscape. But in the place where formerly
was a small building in the middle of a shrub-jungle, wind swept and wild, filled
with dung and ditches, today stands an institution not unimpressive, guite well-known
within the peninsula, and not so unfamiliar beyond Elephant Pass,

Fame, like certain women, turns a blind eye on one, the more one courts it.
Mr. Cumarasamy courted no one and he has become a well-known personage. Presumably
he himself wouldn’t have realized the extent of his popularity till he retired from
service and then was waited upon by his erstwhile colleagues and the various associations
inside and outside the college to grace farewell functions, lunches, dinner and tea parties,
informal get-togethers, alfresco socials and formal toasts. To add to the surfeit of the
acts of gratitude and thanks is this Souvenir of appreciations and fond memories of the
times when Mr. Cumarasamy was an under-graduate, town-council politician, teacher,
principal, guide, friend and foster-parent.

The distinguished and the undistinguished alike have contributed to the publication
of this NMumbe¢r, In the pages that follow Mr. Cumarasamy has been variously described—
a saint and a seer, a peasant and a padre, an educationist and a social reformer, a pioneer
and a philosopher. In fact because of his spartan existence for nearly a score of years
within the precinets of Sri Somaskanda, — holidays or no holidays — he had become
a legend even during his term of office. Perhaps it would be more apt to say that
he had lost his identity and the sense of otherness by merging his whole self in this
Institution, where all his energy, his earnings, his ideals and aspirations lie embedded.

Mr. Cumarasamy was, we justly feel, considered less of a man and more of an
Institution by his fellow teachers during his long stay at Puttur. And that was

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



his strength and there lay his weakness too! If ever a child in the primary depariment,
is asked to picture this institution in compact, human terms, we are sure, he will
naturally draw a sturdy figure, chewinga V. S. S. K. cigar, holding up a cane splintered
at both ends and smoothing with an automatic hand his cow-lick hair-do. This image
still persists like a hang-over, though the Cumarasamy-era had officially registered
its finis about six months back.

Six months or Six years, the pattern, we guess, would never change. The
former Senior Assistant, Mr. V. Canagasabai, who has taken over the reins is being
animated by the invisible presence of Mr. Cumarasamy. We do not know on whomr
the mantle of permanent principalship would fall. But who cares? Now that the
school has become quite established, that we wouldn’t be surprised if our new
“boss® scratches his head and mutters to himself. “How could I seem to be busy?
And it is too early for me to scoot off home™. We could only sympathize with
him and say “ That is the disadvantage of being the successor of an all-in-one wizard
like Mr. Cumarasamy .
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S. CumArAasaMYy EsqQ., B. A. (LOND.)
Principal (1949 — 1965)
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Ministry of Local Government,
1st Floor,

Hemas Building,

Colombo 1,

22ud April, 1965.

It gives me great pleasure to send a message to be published
in the Souvenir, which the Teachers and pupils of Sri Somas-
kanda College are bringing out on the occasion of the retire-
ment of the Principal Mr. S. Cumarasamy.

I have known Mr. Cumarosamy for about 40 years since
the time we were fellow students ar the University College of
Ceylon. He is a man of great charm who possesses a keen
and lively mind. He decided early in life to take to the
noblest of all professions, teaching, and he has shown single -
minded devotion to his work and has won the respect and
affection of his fellow teachers and students.

During the last 17 years of his service in the profession
he was the Principal of Sri Somaskanda College and has
been responsible for nurturing the school and placing it on
a sound footing and raising it to a position of a Grade I
School.

Mr. Cumarasamy will carry with him in his retirement
the good wishes and gratitude of the children and parents and
the blessings of an entire community which has benefited by
his self-sacrificing work as revered teacher.
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12th May, 1965,

It is a privilege to know Mr. Cymarasamy. He is a rave combination
of a householder, pedagogue and padre. His sky-piloting in the third category,
he keeps to himself covered under a smile, 1 have tried to fathom that
and failed. Nevertheless, there is a transparency about him which makes
one like him from first meeting.

I am told that he siarted life as a Teacher at a little known College
at Kandana and moved on to St. Mary’s College, Negombo in 1932, which
vetained him, a pious Hindu, on its staff for 16 long years—no doubt for
his great qualities of friendliness and understanding. Shortly after joining

 Somaskanda College in 1948, he became its Principal and under his leader-
ship and devotion the College has grown from Grade Il to Grade I,

I know Puttur well and to call it conservative would be an under-
statement. There must be some great quality in the man who manages to
live in it, not only unhurt but loved by all. Mr. Cumarasamy’s services
have crossed the limits of the class room wall and College fence and his
henevolence has over-flown into village homes. May be there is no landmark
in mortar or stone, in the outside world, which one can point out to his
credit, but his memory will live in the hearts of the people, young and old.

Puttur was recognized by the early missionaries as one of the king pins of
their jaggernauts for proselytisation. If they have failed in it, credit goes to men
of the outstanding calibre of Mr. Cumarasamy and institutions like Soma-
skanda, which such men have created, nurtured and made to flower and fruit.
I have a suspicion that the passage of Mr. Cumarasamy from the College
pay roll to the outer world is only a symbol of even greater service without
any reference to a pay roll.

May God bless Mr. Cumarasamy with long life and good health.
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Department of Geography
(Incl. Geology),

University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya, Ceylon,
16-5-1965,

Mr. S. Cumarasamy left University College, Colombo in
1928 after a brilliant career and obtaining the Sir Ponnambalam
Arunachalam scholarship for Tamil, one year before I joinea it.
The only other recepient of this award is Mr, V. Chelvanayakam,
Lecturer in Tamil, University of Ceylon.

I came to know Mr. Cumarasamy intimately when he
was a teacker in Negombo during my period of service in the
Government Department of Mineralogy as a geologist; that was
during the war years when I was engaged in the investigation
of certain urgently needed minerals for the war effort. It was a

~ privilege and pleasure for me to know the very high esteem in
which  Mr. Cumarasamy was held both by his pupils and the
public, both for his personal qualities and for his abilites as a
teacher. Though nearly twenty years have passed since, those
days of my association with Mr. Cumarasamy are very mich
alive and vivid in my memory.

Since then, I have been following Mr. Cumarasamy’s
activities and progress; ond seldom does one have the oppor-
lunity to write about one, the excellence of whose qualities and
achievements are acclaimed by one and all alike as in this case.
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15th June, 1965.

I had the privilege of living together with Mr. Cumarasamy
when he was following the University career. At that time he had
been awarded the Arunachalam Scholarship. He decided however
to take to the career of teaching the younger gemeration and sacrifice
a career of teaching in the University.

At a time when scholars with good degrees could find many
administrative jobks or other careers, Mr. Cumarasamy dedicated
himself to the teaching profession and as years passed he became
fully qualified to join the old band of classical teachers to whom
the bringing forth of a generation of properly educated young men
and the spreading of knowledge was of greater value than the
accumulation of wealth.

His record at St. Mary's College, Negombo and finally at Sri
Somaskanda College, Puttur is pyoof of this. Though [ have [ost
fouch with him after he went to the Puttur College, I have heard
that this institution which was then in Grade IIl has risen ropidly
to a Grade I institution in 1958 and became the leading college
in Valigamam Eqst Division.

The customary wish that he should enjoy the peace and rest of
his retirement may not be very appropriate to an active man like
Mr. Cumarasamy, and I am confident that he will find much
work to do on the same lines as his career so far because there is
much that has to be taught both by precept and example in these
difficult days for the present generation and for the coming generation
to benefit. We could only hope that he be spared wmany years of
active life to contribute his share fo this mission.
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51, Peterson Lane,
Colombo 6,
11th May, 1965.

I consider it a privilege to be able, as one of his old students,
to wrile these few words of appreciation of the services rendered to
the cause of education by Mr. S. Cumarasamy.

Looking back to the period 1939 1o 1943, I feel that it was a
rare good fortune for me to have had Mr. Cumarasamy as my
teacher at St. Mary's College, Negombo. Association with him made
one feel that teachers are born and not made. His influence over
his students was not confined to the class-room; he made it a point
to be a friend to them outside the class-room as well. No problem
of a student was too small for him to give his fullest attention to
and one could not but admire his patience with us on the number
of occasions when we went to him for advice on all manner of
problems.

Under Mr. Cumarasamy’s guidance, we gained knowledge
imperceptibly — such was the quality of his teaching techniques. He
made the process of acquisition of knowledge — whether the subject
was English Literature, History or Mathematics — such a pleasant
activity that, given the choice, his students would actually prefer to
remain in the class-room than in the playing fields!

To Mr. Cumarasamy, °* Education” did not consist merely of
imparting knowledge to his students. He felt that it was a feacher’s
duty to so build up his students as to enable them to be wusefid
members of the community and to rise to the fullness of their
stature. All  his students will agree that their association with
Mr. Cumaresamy during the formative period of their lives has had
a profound influence on their subsequent years and will unhesitatingly
say that their lives have been richer due to this association.

It is, in a sense, a sad thing that the time has come for
Mr. Cumarasamy to retire from active teaching. When I was fold this
I found it difficult to believe, because I felt as if it was only the
other day that he was my guide, philosopher and friend.

I wish Mr. Cumarasamy a long and happy retirement and
sincerely hope that evem though he formally retires from the teaching
profession, his services and advice will continue to be available for
the furtherance of the cause of education in this country.

%
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Physical Laboratories,.
University of Ceylon,
Colombo 3,

12th May, 1965,

It is with much pleosure that I write this appreciation of Sri
Somaskanda College and of the services that it hos been rendering
the thirty five years that have passed since ils foundotion.

Huaving taught for nearly thirty three years in all at both
Ceylon University Cellege and at the University of Ceylon, I could
reasonably claim thot I have taught studenmis from nearly every school
in Ceylon, and I have come to the conclusion that here as in niost
other countries the students from any particular school bear a stamp
peculiar to that school. Sri Somoskanda College is no exception fo
this rule.

True enough only a handful of students have come to us from
Sri Somaskarda College. But in that few I was pleased to observe,
that in Putiur at least, the Arumuga Navalar traditions have not
been forgotten; I was delighted to note the passionate ardour for
knowledge; and I wus much enccuroged by the devotion I have
seen-in these students to God, Parents and Teachers. Undoubtedly
Sri  Somaskanda Collegse has developed in the best traditions of
‘the Gurukula concept. For under no other system could students
come out 50,

What is the secret of the success of Sri Somaskanda College ?
That it is situated right in the centre of Jaffna's predominantly
agricultural district and that the population is almost exclusively
Hindu in religion have no doubt been a contributory cause. But back
of it all is the towering personality of its Principal, Mr. 5. Cumara-
samy, who unfortunately is retiring. Sri Somaskenda College is
his creation, his only child and only love; and for a very long time
he has given his wunstinted affection to the institution. And  the
result is we have a College of which the entire Jaffia Peninsula
can well be proud. Mr. Cumargsamy is leaving the school, but
his personality is left stamped on the school. Itis up to the people
of Puttur-Averangal to keep alight the torch lit by him. I wish
the school well and Mr. Cumcresamy the satisfaction of knowing
thot his lebours are oppreciated by every genuine Tamil.
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University of Malaya
Pantai Valley,
Kuala Lumpur,
Malayasia,

13th May, 1965.

I feel gratified to join the chorus of tributes to Mr. S. Cumara-
samy, the architect of the New Somaskanda College who is retiring
after nearly two decades of service to the Institution.

Though I do not know Mr. Cumarasamy personally, I have
heard of his selfless service to the College and her students. The
College, under his prinecipalship hos indeed produced able men in
all walks of life. The College itself and the many students who
have passed through its portals do provide sufficient testimony to the
greatness of the man.

Mr. Cumarasamy, I am sure, is still young in spirit and has

many more years to continue his services to his Community. May
he live long to realize his ideals to the full.

it
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O/na m'cka vasagar

It gives me great pleasure, indeed, to write a few words in appreciation
of the services rendered by Mr. S. Cumarasamy, the retiring Principal to
Sri Somaskaida. Perhaps, my association with this institution during a period of
nearly three decades in various capacities as Student, Trustee, Manager and
now Wellwisher must have prompied the honorary Editor to request me for
a message to the CUMARASAMY SOUVENIR.

Looking back along the corridors of time, I make bold to state, ai the
outset, that Mr. Cumarasamy stands pre-eminent among the illustrious galaxy
of Principals who have shaped the destiny of my Alma Mater. Mr. Cumara-
samy took to teaching in this school as an Assistant Master Sevenleen years
ago, and assumed duties as Principal in 1949 when I was the Maonager.
In my opinion a man or a woman can ask no greater privilege than the
opportunity to influence for good the youth of the community, It was with
‘this missionary zeul that My, Cumarasamy 1ook to his vocation to which he
remained wedded il his retirement.

From a Junior School, Sri Somaskanda has come up to be a full
fledged first grade school, providing ample opportunities to the pupils to develop
their personality to the highest. Thanks to the untiring and selfless efforts
of Mr. Cumarasamy, this school has today under its banner a thousand five
hundred charges, enjoying all the facilities Jfor a comprehensive system of
education, provided by well equipped science laboratories, workshops, home
Science room, library and extensive playing fields.

As philosopher Kant has apily observed “ Children ought to be educated
not for the present but for a possibly improved condition of man in the
Juture”, Not only did M, Cumarasamy with his dynamic energy and
iaimitable love for work remodel the institution but also did he bring about
a silent social revolution in the village in which the school is situated.
Puttur is proverbially known as a village anachronistically feudal in structure
and aristocratically conservative in outlook. The silent revolution which he
has been able to inaugurate with the instrument of the school is still en.
Many an outmoded practice in this Seudal hierarchy is beginning to Jfade
away, unhonoured, unwept and UASURE.

During his tenure of office M. Cumarasamy, no doubt, dedicated
himself to the cause of education for both by precept and example he
demonstrated to his erstwhile colleagues that for the well-being of an insti-
tution, there should be a holy matrimony between the educational philo-
sopher and the social scientist,

May his services to the school and the community at large remain
for ever!
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Mr. Cumarasamy was a junior contemporary of mine at Hartley College
during the years 1919 and 1920. As he was incapable of behaving like some of
us who, like Aesop’s fly which, sitting on the axle of the chariot, exclaimed
“what amount of dust do I raise!” he was not much noticed by me at
that time. Between 1926 and 1927, when he was at the University College,
I used to meet him frequenily at a chummery at Havelock Road. He had
come from Ananda College and I had joined the Government Training
College at Thurston Road. He continued to remain quiet and reserved and
to mind his own business without ever caring fto pry into other people’s
affairs. After obtaining the B. A. Degree of the London University he Joined
the staff of St. Mary’s College at Negombo. As the vocation of teaching
provided him with opportunties for hard work, he became thoroughly recon-
ciled to his lot as a teacher. To him teaching was not a slepping stone
as it used to be to almost all young men of promise in these days. His
capacity for hard work and his innate tendency to shun the lime light quile
fitted him for the profession. He discarded the first part and clung to the
second part of the well-known aphorism about teaching — that it is the sorriest
of trades but the noblest of professions.

In response to an advertisement I had inserted in a daily paper on
behalf of my manager I was pleasantly surprised to receive from Mr.
Cumarasamy an application for the post advertised. From the information
I had gathered both about his devotion to his work at Negombo and the
prestige he had gained among a very large section of the public there, I
doubted whether he would ever leave Negombo for good. This doubt was
not without foundation, for to Mr. Cumarasamy the moon shines as
beautifully in Ghana and Negombo as in Jaffna. As I had a presentiment
that fate was benevolently intervening in the affairs of our College, I ran up
fo meet him at Puloly where he had come for the vacation. I felt very
glad when he assured me that he would join our College if he were selected,
Then I broached on the question of estra-remuneration promised in the
advertisement. He laughed to scorn the idea of any extras. I expedited his
appointment as rapidly as possible and I felt jubilant at my Ssuccess in
getting a ‘superior’ graduate after bargaining unsuccessfully with *inferior’
men to whom even special posts were promised. It must be said to his
credit that he never stooped to make any bargain. He was appointed to
this college on 4th March, 1948. :

I had made up my mind to have him made the principal of this College
oy early as possible. The father of free education was the minister then
and he gave the option to teachers to retire from service if they could not
feach in the Swabasha Medium. Ten years were to be added to the service
of such teachers and the rule was that they should retire not later than
December 1948,

1t
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My manager Mr. Ponnampalam, of revered memory, was as shrewd os
he was noble heagrted. He had begun to love me as a son. Parting is a
painful experience to all soft hearted mortals. He had not known Mr. Cumara-
samy well. I summoned enough courage o approach him with two requests.
viz. that 1 shall be veleased and that Mr. Cumarasamy be appointed
principal.  He had no objection to Mr. Cumarasamy being appointed
principal but he was not prepared to release me. I suggested. that I would
remain as an assistant until the time came when he was quite satisfied with
My. Cumarasamy. I continued to be on the staff for one more year.

The history of Sri Somaskanda College under Mr. Cumarasamy’s
administration must come from the pen of some one else who has been
intimately connected with his regime. [ now feel sorry that because of the
fear I had for Dame Gossip I declined to accept the manugement of this
College when the frustees genzrously offered it to me. Mr. Cumarasamy
and I would have proved excellent partners. He is temperamentaily ill-
equipped fo shed his scruples even for a good cause while I can shed mine,
though timidly, to serve a great cause following the ethics preseribed by our
Fhirwvalluvar. 4 sin of omission of which I should have repented in sack
cloth and oshes was my refusal to accept the managership. With the
unstinted support and the whole-hearted co-operation which I could always
expect from the irustees, Mr. Cumarasamy and I would have found a
place in the sun for our dear institution. A sense of guilt persisted in me
until 2 government of ‘freebooters passed a bill to legdlize the rape of
denominarional  schools. I feel that the take over of this college wos an
insult to the memory of the grear philanthropist who founded it. My interest
in the College could wnot survive this catastrophe.

I can modestly claim to have done some clever things for this college,
but my greatest achievement was surely my securing Mr. Cumarasamy’s
services for the college. Within a few years he has realized many of the
dreams 1 have been weaving about owr college. When I think of him as
my successor I cannoi bur recall the tribute which Tennyson paid to his
predecessor Wordsworth when he succeeded him as Poet Laureate :

* Victoria, — since your Royal grace
To one of less desert allows
This laurel greener from the brows
Of him that wutter’d wnothing base;”

The poet honestly feels that the “laurel greener,” to which he succeeded,
odorned the brows of a more deserving poet earfier. Likewise I feel that my
mantle fell on the shoulders of a more deserving school master. If Wordsworth
never uitered anything base, Mr. Cumarasamy never stooped to anything
ithat is improper mean or base.

I wish him meny years not of quiet retirement but of wunceasing toil
which is the only thing he relishes.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



6. GITUSIT 6T I

LIV &G HID&HLD,
G s,
19-5-65.
Y
Fpuaart 5. GorgEaTl SMTHAT STelT  HATUT  eTST ootyauT;  6TeHr
LT g S5t ; GFbmiosrs) usmiflan’; Sorabeaar smprd ApisgGlurary,

EmawlCa smiysiles svarfidn uyss Hm. Gumsant  sjaissT
ERmEs Gerwpeyl udsks swes sHgTldn oldiay Gaswidar s
wassin Uies Guhmi. udsivd spssh sdanfllh vlblgbsTé Gstra srog
sris)  sWEnEs 2fwud  arEHsarroajin  sdorsisarnssn  HEeob
seonBE svedr, erto, GuBgrr Gursipmisaplst Gnmmiu  GsTLiyGsTa
YEESTT.  GurmmrsrrsHan, agvrmians Cugriab  &1ligd  ndsiy
Bp. @uwaysEamd sutsit HILE parGaThnSBibHid @D mMIDEHD 2 MIPEE D
QuEpCmrsgsmiungns Marhimr. Qb GeragLaGuigin st Gsrapioy
sl ssigmfld Geiba vl S10 mqimu st pybsigaie s srGem?

shsriemigsiter 19 WA spIlsh B 5. Gorrsund 3R uyr@Et.
Aot oyplo LB HiQsrodgsiter yols Guwl sdgrfdad vHenm
opBadr umlurhfE)i. oy umiurhfu  Galmdd  sdiayT  wssepLeT
Goipa vie®a GQurgiessar BTN omEsOOBERIMLSESHTT. AHKGT UL
whEsT Sy HIGETeml BEFLSTH ANESERTTES ChTHESREEMTT. Syt
ugMis) st BanLsrin umlurhEr. LiSamlar 194821 yanB YsHHET
Gamonsivshs synilh Csrbs Bip. Gorymums sjuisst prranl srssib@ T
opb svpriilsn shvagts ewrdsiulint. et Gribs srwsHE ppsigh
HIEDTHTE FBES A0 uditalmus St eais5H@ain Gumapunflen b
FAnraniaapERmLdd  (psanh SI58msrERepT. WnHGunisiar  sTaNmens
s@SHGE0 uuBEEGES 9 MLLIT WEEMEE ydsHanTipan e Garhm
DG STRTmd BH(HSASHEGILYD o uFMTaT NphsMESREETYD  &TLLg  opsH
alLny whein  aphlurdgsm uaITERET.  MsuiEsT 105 BG. (GO
Fiimb spassir S1I010TTSMSL D, FWUNLGMDUD, UHkS D OILTEen oMU iD
MaTTHE Smiedr BOGNIIpEsFrIEREmT.

sarfowubu 51 e Wipmgurss Gerasd aurpbs Hm. G ony &
STHAT  DHBILsL s aBssrg  umlurbhoiu GummaiodgRumyrar,
wf CGomwmivsks ssanrfdsr Germpu aartsd B, Gwirsmumd sjaisailsiv
Setmwhn Comasams fmbs srarm. ¢

G saprfulafgss Geriurmiais Goirsamnid aicgpsg aTEGms
i s wer simemas GeiEsssaBbn. Sy@md, Gda Gamia opur BB
Pk uslurhy ariinlsHEEBog aots sHEBCMIL. ST LT
umfiGrEig ELnubs aatm  CersTasysiw B, @Gorgsaaml  opauissr
e auminnféms  Gesielu woaml®hH  vwsuGSmenbiyor  erawmi  wHhay
1o BGgib wrib, :

13

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



8. pLgren

14

" Sgriwssm o @ aiuELs,

Y& aii,
21-4-65.

“ysETid BrmnsHar e lisnguns Buai emReatn wf Garwrs
&HE56 svgnd HFugtes sLps uBGme (17) anbesr CommGais
WonaT & Gorsmumd  sieafmlng  ysSTT  wssemio, US5hnhE
BIAT uksEsaflghd esrar  Ryrwhsalsr  wasepio STETIID  Lombs
epryurs BWwds QESmindr. Qb Hiseg sstet Grng souflu
SpramGL srgamong b, & RHPSI nmHSS emnhs Guobiig ssvsyrilanu,
QILOTEANT WPHHMISE SAITsapsit WPHHMIOTES Glatrg  Gummi
spmGuaflgyih uniés, 5m. . @wizsumb SaifEapsts o fugnein.
FHEESE 0T gupesln, Flu ustur, GLOWOUYSIISFE  wrBwsumh
Mo psifsw anpaf AFHH sl uEGHulls 6 Bésmunm
Gu@pid ysmrp sthissiT sNTHsE  oimimar  sallss Glupsmianu
SREATISY  erdTmID  WDEsepuUNg. RSsmsw  Guiwiy Qe
20l gD gisy GuUuBmT; JBHG HrEsEr o ESIBs Gy i,
HASTET  Hhsmwrs BB ary  eerm et uFbRurmadsar
Spamin CausmBRstGom .

Sm. p. Bpsrassys 38rfss, Bip. P aadhSalsiswa s
SIUEEEF Fanuurmsy FHWDTHTS 6 ) MGG ETHTATINC L1,

[ysgria Brrvseu, HFUGES sarf urgrigu 98y der |

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



(C C““'Z;a[asuéramaniam (ADVANCED LEVEL II B)

Sri Somaskanda where 1 learn now, i my third school. I have been
carlier at two schools under more than two priocipals but none of them
impressed me so much as our outgoing principal Mr Cumarasamy. 1 say
this because he is a unique personality and meeting a like of him is an
impossibility in this life or in the hereafter.

It was three years back on a Saturday evening that I went with a
grand-uncle of mine to meet the great principal of Sri Somaskanda with
a view of seeking admission to the Advanced Level class. I was in doubt
whether the principal would be in the college on a Saturday, but we
were soon assured by someone who was seated next to us in the bus,
that he would be inschool whether it was a Saturday, Sunday or holiday.
Well, I had my own picture of the head of the great school but was
sadly disappointed when 1 really met him. When we entered the school
premises we saw an old man with his verty tucked up watering the flower
plants in the quadrangle. We inquired from him whether the principal
was in and whether we could meet him. ‘*Yes certainly you could”
came the reply in vernacular from the gardner and he added “ You may
take your seat at the entrance over there and he will be there in a few
minutes ™. And we waited for the arrival of the principal but to our
astonishment the very same person who was watering the plant came to
us in a few minutes and occupied the easy chair in the corner of the
main entrance and then I was able to see the great man at close quarters.

It was indeed an impressionable meeting. Mr. Cumarasamy knows
what dignity of labour is. For he is one with a sure sense of values!

Today to imagine a situation where our College will no longer
have the pleasant presence of a principal like him is painful. He was more
than a father to us all. Though stern in his look he always had a soft
heart and understood us boys in the right perspective. He always believed
in the dictum “ Spare the rod and spoil the child”. The parents and
children all understood him rightly and dared not question his authority.
They all knew that he was a man who had sacrificed his wealth and energy
and the major part of his life for the uplift of the school. To him the
school was his better half and even in his dreams, I am sure, he had
the welfare of the school at heart. -

The people of Puttur in particular will always remain grateful to
this great educationist who had shaped and moulded quite a large number
of young men and women.

It is my sincere wish that the parents and old pupils of Somaskanda
would build something in his honour, so that posterity would be reminded
of him.

Though he has given up the reins of office, I am sure, he will be
with us now and again to give his mature counsel to guide and shape the
destiny of our institution.

May God bless him with long life and happiness in his retirement.
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Rain comes but once in a way to Jaffna. So rarely do illustrious
men come to this ancient village and shower their services and blessings on
it, Mr, Cumarasamy was the last of the luminaries to live and work in
Puttur. After teaching for sixteen years in Negombo at St. Mary’s College
he came to our college in the year 1947. At that time our school was
a third grade school and not at all known to the outside world. After
the arrival of Mr. Cumarasamy the pame of our college began to shine.
From the third grade status by sheer dint of hard work he raised it to
a Grade one college.

Our principal sacrificed his life and all his wealth for the develop-
ment of Sri Somaskanda. His career as a principal in Sri Somaskanda
College for seventeen years is the most significant one in the history of
our coilege. One of his many noiable achievements is the up-to-date
science laboratory which the college possesses now. 1t was he who brought
it into existence. At that time wben our principal joined our college, the
girls were not ailowed to study above the fifth siandard. But our principal
made the necessary arrangements for the girls to pursue higher studies in
the college. Because of his good heart and untivipg efforts a good number
of girls are studying in our college. So, we, girls are very much indebied
to our principal, especially the girls of Puttur. He has often taken a
paternal interest in his students. He liked very much the young and
clever students and made many jokes with them, He remembers in
vivid details, things that happened even as back as twenty-five years. He
took a particular interest in the progress of every student.

Nearly 1400 students are studying in our college and it is impossible for
a person to remember even the names of all the students but our principal not
only knows the names of the whole lot but also the ins and out of their characters.

Our principal would forgive a careless student, he might excuse a
lazy boy but he never forgives a mischievous student. He was ruthlessly
strict. Discipline and our principal are cne and thé same.

I was a student for two years studying arithmetic under him. As a
student of his I am deeply obliged to Mr. Cumarasamy for the wonderful
way in which he taught us. He devoted himself whole-heartedly to his
work and spared himself no pains to discharge his duties satisfactorily. To
meé our principal is a machine, He talks like a machine, he works like
a machine and he walks like a machine. He is really a marvellous
machine. I used to wonder how he would have been during his young
days. He would have then been a machine of 300 H. P. To him physical
ailments were alien. This machine could have continued to go on working
non-stop for at least another decade if the Government had permitted it.
Unfortunately the government thinks he is old so he has been forced to
give up his duties.

It is the prayer of every earnest student of Sri Somaskanda that Almighty
should bless Mr. Cumarasamy with happiness, long life, peace and plenty
in his period of retirement.
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Sri Somaskanda College is a unique institution. Unlike other colleges
we bave had a great man as the head and he has made this college
into a big family. Though Mr. ~ Malavarayar Karndiah founded this
college, T am sure, all of vou will agree if 1 describe Mr. Cumara-
samy as the living father of Sri Somaskanda College. Today is a
sad day since he is going away from us. But it is not always advisable
for us to depend wholly on our parents. He is going off because the
Government thinks he is too old. But we know that in spirit he is younger
than even the youngest amongst us. Certainly his absence would be felt
even by the tiniest insect in the school, because he has had been in
Puttur night and day for nearly two decades. In a certain sense he can’t
go away even if he wants to, because he has become part and parcel of
this institution of ours, We who lJive in the neighbourhood of Puttur will
miss the rising bell sounded at 4 a, m, every morning by Mr. Cumarasamy
himself. We will miss the familiar figure standing under the margosa tree,
exhorting us, his stvdents to great deeds, day after day during the morning
assemblies. We will not see the father figure persenally distributing the
mid-day buns to the young and the famished. But change is inevitable
and even the familiar scenes and personages too have to bow down to
relentless Time. :

But at this moment when we are bidding farewell to Mr. Cumarasamy,
I should like to say to him with all sincerity: “Sir, we are grateful to
you for what you have done to us and for what you hoped todo, during
the long years you have been master of this growing family of Somaskandans
Sir, we assore you that we shall be worthy of the high ideals you have
held up for us to emulate. Sir, after your retirement, we hope what you
have dope to us, in this small village of Puttur, will be extended to the
wider world outside. But, Sir, forget us not eatirely”. So may I finish
off by wishing you  Sir. on behalf of all present here long life, good
health and happiness.

[a speech made ai one of the functions]
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Our Principal has left us, because he has completed his 60th
year, But even if he goes away, it doesn’t matter because he
has left behind his image in the face of our beloved school,
Though he was untucky to lose his one and only daughter long
time ago, he was lucky to adopt Somaskandini as her daughter. Now
the daughter has attained her age, the father will have to leave
her in charge of a younger man. I don’t know who the lucky
young man is!

Our Principal reminds me of all the members of my family.
He looks like my father, especially in the morping with a cane
in hand, reproving the late-comers. He is like my mother, when
he lovingly feeds the small boys and girls with buns in the noon,
He is like my elder brother, when he is in the class room, coaxing
us to study bard. He is like my little brother, when he rums
behind cats, crows and mischievous boys. He has worked hard
for us for nearly eighteen years. So he needs long rest,

So, Sir, when you take leave of us, shall I say on behalf of
the young boys and girls present here, *Sir, don’t worry about
your daughter Somaskandini or her small and grown-up children,
If you live long and happily, we will all be happy. We promise
you that we will grow into good men and women of whom you
can be proud.”” May I, in conclusion, beg God to bless you with

- long life and happiness in the period of your retirement,

La speech made at one of the Junctions]
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COMPLIMENTARY

DINNER OF THE

TEACHERS' GUILD

A complimentary dinner was accorded
to Mr. 8. Cumarasamy, our principal,
on his retirement, on Saturday the 3rd
of July 1965, by the members of the
Teachers” Guild. Representatives from
various bodies such as O. B. A,,P. T. A.,
Principals Asscciation, Teachers” Trade
Unions participated.

Mr. 5. Kandaswamy, Principal of
Palaly Govt. Training College. proposing

the toast of the college, said that
late Mr. Malavarayar Kandiah and
Mr. Cumarasamy had been madly i

love with Sri Somaskanda and they spared
no pains to make Sri Somaskanda attractive
to one and all. He added that Ilate
Mr, Malavarayar Kandiah was a unique
personality who originated the idea of Free
Education long before Dr, C. W. W.
Kannangara. He was also happy to hear
that Mr. V. Elaguppillai. the first Science
candidate to enter the University of Ceylon
from Somaskanda had also added lustre
to his Alma Mater by passing out of
the University of Ceylon in 1964 obtaining
the First Place in the B. Sc. General
Examination. He compared Mr. Cumara-
samy to a multi-purpose engine working
with inexhaustible power, for the welfare
of the public especially in guiding the
younger generation.

Mr. T. Manickavasagar, Inspector of
Schools, and a member of the Trust
Board of the School, (former Manager),
replying io the toast of the college said
that Mr. Cumarasamy belonged to the
group of illustrious galaxy of principals
and that the wvillage, Puttur, was indeed
very fortunate to have had his services.

Mr. Cumarasamy had actually to face
a difficult task for the society was rather
reluctant to welcome the dynamic changes
that were indispensable. He slowly but
steadily made people understand that it
was necessary for nations as well as
individuals to move out of the old worn
out ways of thought and action so that
they could progress. He also added that
late Mr. Malavarayar Kandiah esta-
blished the institution to impart an all-
round education with a religious bias.
in him there was the high ideology of
democratic socialism for he introduced
the Free Education which could be con-
sidered to be unique in South East Asia
about four decades ago. The institution
is a living monument to the noble ideas
of late Mr. Malavarayar Kandiah, the
founder.

Mr. R. Kandiah, member of the
Tutorial Staff, proposing the toast of the
Chief Guest, said that Mr. Cumara-
samy was a pioager in the direction
of social and educational development
in this part of the world. He added
that Mr. Cumarasamy was also a saint
who had forsaken worldly pleasures to
work for the cause of education. It
was a blessing that Puttur had had a man
of his calibre whose pleasure was work,
work and more work. Mr. Cumara-
samy offered his sweat and blood to
build up the institution, foster the youths
and modernise the village.

Mr, 8. Sittampalam, Commissioner of
Inland Revenue, who had been his contem-
porary at the University College, ' rising
to support the toast first thanked the
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Teachers’ Guild for the unique honour
conferred on him. He said that the
principal and himsell were great friends
and from boyhood itself he had observed
the great qualities in Mr. Cum. His
vibrant enthusiasm, generosity, uniiring
energy to help others, simple life, optimism
and abundance of wisdom are worthy
of emulation by not only other principals
- but also men in other walks of life.

Mr. S. Veerasingam, ex-principal of
Somaskanda, also supported the toast and
. said  that Mr. Cumarasamy was a
. marvel of a man whose hobby was school-
mastering. He congratulated the vigilant
principal on his success in raising the
school from Grade I to Grade [ in
such - a short period and guiding the
destiny of the school properly. He also
said that he was fully aware of the
- capabilities of the man, then itself, so
much that he took great pains to bring
him to the institution from Negombo St.
-Mary’s College, and paved the way for
‘him to become the principal by retiring

early. He was indeed very proud
and extremely happy to see that his
successor Mr, Cumarasamy had done

surprisingly many times more than what
was expected of him.

Mr. Cumarasamy replying to the
toasts said that he actually wondered
whether he was the Cumarasamy that
‘was being referred to in the foregoing
speeches and expressed his  thanks for
the kind words said about him. Though
every one would bike to be fattered a
little at least he considered that it was
too much for him. He added that when
he joined the Tutorial Staff of Somaskanda
he actually meant to honour the word
be had given to Mr. Veerasingam. He
was  really taken  upawares when
Mr. Veerasingam resigned and made him
his “successor. He said that the co-opera-

20

tion of the Staff, parents’ Old Boys,
Students and the Public was the enthu-
siastic force behind him to bring the
institution to this position and he thanked
all of them for their help and co-opera- -

-tion. He also made a request to all
to extend the same assistance to his
successor and see that the College is
raised to the supsr-grade level in the
near fuiure.

Mr, M. Sivasitbamparam. s p. for

Uduppiddy, proposing the toast of the
Guild, said that he considered it a great
pleasure and privilege to bz present at
a dinner where one of his countryinen
was being honoured. He added that
Mr.  Cumarasamy  loved the  village
Puttur more than anything else and was
seldom seen at the pative place, Point
Pedro. Sri Somaskanda could be proud
of Mr. Cumarasamy and Mr. Cumara-
samy could be proud of Sri Somas-
kanda. He also said, *Teaching profes-
sion is a noble and respectable one and
the duties of a teacher are immense.
The Tamils are more than average in
skill. Our sacred. duty is to carry on
the noble traditions. The Tamils were one
step ahead ‘in education and once
again they must go one step ahead and
give a technical twist to the instruction
imparted. The avenues of employment
are closed and our children should do alt
types of work.  There is dignity in
every type of work. Our children’s
future lies in Agriculture and Industry.

Mr. K. Balasubramaniam, the Presideat
of ths Teachers’ Guild, replying the toast,
said that Mr. Cumarasamy the Martyr
and Mr. Sivasithamparam the Orator -
hail from the same constituency and have
some thing else also in common-~their
passionate sincerity of putpose. He aiso
said that Teachers’ Guild could claim a
litthe bit of familiarity with Mr. Siva-
sithamparam, for “on a few occasions he
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COMPLIMENTARY DINNER BY THE

S. Kanthasamy toasis the College. .
M. Shivasithamparam tfoasts the association.
S. Sittampolam toasts the chief guest.

V. Somasegarasundaram toasts the guests.
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TEACHER’'S GUILD
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Manickavasagar replies.,

Balasubramaniam replies.

Cumarasamy replies.
Kathiraveluppillai replies.
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DINNER BY THE H. S. €. UNION

¥

3
l. Mr. S.U. Somasegaram toasts the College.
2, Mr. E. Sabalingam toasts the Union.

d 3. Mas. K. Kanagasingham toasts the chief guesi.
4, Mr. 8. Cumarasamy replies.
5. Miss K. Vimaladevi toasts the guesis.
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Vaidilingam replies.
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had helped through his learned speeches
to enhance the activities of the Guild.
Mr. Cumarasamy has a large measure
of human charm. Under his benign
influence and his able and generous advice
the Guild btlossomed forth into greatness
and grandeur. It was well known that
the best years of Mr. Cumarasamy’s
strenuous and spiendid life were dominated
by the love he boie te the College and
passionate desire to serve it. To him
the college was a nursery of honour,
I conclusion, he said, " Let the Teachers’
Guild take a pledge of dedication to
the ncble cause for which Mr. Cumara-
samy has always steod and do the best
to raise . the institution to greater heights’.

My, V. Somaseparasundaram, the
Secretary of the Teachers’ Guild, propos-
ing the toasts of the guests said that
it was indeed a measure of the greatness of
Mr. Cumarasamy that luminaries from
such diverse fields as politics, education,
adminisiration and Law were present
tnere to felicitate him. He also said that
it spoke for the depth and quality
of the muinal understanding between
Mr. Cumarasamy aod Mr. Sittampalam,
Commisioner of Inland Revenue, that
Mr. Sittampalam had come all the way
from Colombo to payv his tributes to an
erstwhile comrade of his. He added that
to save enough to build up an instito-
tion like Somaskanda was possible oaly
to & Mahatma like Mr. Cumarasamy. He
also said that the two parliamentary guest
speakers (M. p. for Kopay and M. p. for
Uduppiddy} were a couple of brilliant
men who through their united effort

could bring salvation to the losg-suffer-
ing Tamils.

He thanked the Commissioner, the
Guest Speakers, the principals of various .
colleges (Jaffna Hindu, Jaffua Central,
Mahajana, Stanely Central, Vaideeswara,
Attiar Hindu, Atchuvely Christian ete)’
the representatives of the various bodies,
the ex-members of the Guild and the
lady guests for their kind response to
the invitation. :

Mr. Kathiravetpillai, M. 2. for Kopay:
replying to the toast said that the teachers
were highly talented and had a noble
part te play and they should not bhe
transferred off and on. He thanked the
out-going principal on behalf of the
people of Kopay electorate and himself
for the invaluable services he had rendered
to the people of his constituency. ** His
spirit of sacrifice and sincerity would
always be a source of inspiration fto
others. He remains the darling of the
people of Puitur—nay, the people of
Kopay constituency ' he said.

Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam, Principal of
Mahajana Coilege and Sccretary of the

All-Ceylon  Headmasters’ Associations
said that Mr. Cumarasamy’s services
were highly commendable and he had

set a golden examgple to others, He also
said that he bhad known Mr. Cumara-
samy in his vouthful days as a smart
well-dressed young man. In coaclusion,
he thanked on behalf of all the guests
Mrs. B. 8. Kandiah, Home Science Teacher
for the excellent dinner and the Teacher’s
Guild for the kind invifation.

3
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FAREWELL ACCORDED BY O. B. A.

THE Old Boy's Association entertained
our FEx. Principal to a Tea Party on
20th June 1965. The Secretary made the
welcome speech. He said that our College
Hall had never witnessed such a large
gathering of the old boys, parents and
well-wishers. The Vice-President spoke
at length on the services of Mr. Cumara-
samy fo the school. He said that by
dint of his ability, indomitable ensrgy
and industry Mr. Cumarasamy raised this
school to a Grade [ institution. It was
a prodigious performance. In a sense
he is more wedded to the school - than
even to his fellow-pilgrim of life’s journey.
He won the hearts of thousands of students
and their parerts by his invaluable service to
the cause of education. His name is
immortalized in the hearts of these
students. The chief speaker Mr. M. Bala-
sundaram Ex. M. P, Koepay paid his
tribute for the tremendous progress made
by the school under the able guidance
and principalship of Mr. Cumarasamy,

Mr. S. Veerasingam, Ex. Principa}
said that he was iostrumental in bringing
Mr. Cumarasamy from Negombo to Puttur.
He said that his place at Somaskanda is
irreplaceable. Mr. Sathiamoorthy described:
him as the 'second founder of the
school.

The O. B. A, is making every effort
in collaboration with other societies and
unions to institute a Cumarasamy scholar-
ship to help the promising poor students.
Our Farewell to the retired principal is a
unigue function in the history of the
0. B. A.

I like to mention that our college
has lost the services of Mr. Cumarasamy
who was an eminent teacher among
educational elite.  With the departure
of Mr. Cumarasamy we have come to-
the end of a significant era.

S. Malavaravar
Secretary O, B. A.

Mr.

and respeeted by all who' knew
atigined everlasting peaee. -

earthly. scene on January 15th.

“ His life was gentle, and the elemenis
So mix’d in him that Nature might stand up
And say to all the world © This was a man’!

THE BIG BELL TOLLS THRICE!

As 1965 drew to a close the pall was drawn over the face of
Balosundaram, the former M. P. for Kopay and one of the great
benefactors of our Institution. In life he was a stormy petrel — loved
him.

Earlier on 28th August Sir K. Vaithianathan breathed his last. He
i was a representative 20th ceniury Karma Yogi.
nor mmonuntent for posterity to remember him. The temple at Thiru-
cetheeswaram is a perennial reminder of his greatness.

As 1965 opened up, the great saranf,

And on 15th December he
He ‘needs no marble

Senator S. Natesan left the

2pae

— EDITORS
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OUR NEW PRINCIPAL

A. MANDALESWARAN ESo., B. Sc., (LOND.)
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V. CANAGASABAL Esq., B. sc,
Acting Principal (July - Dec. 1965)
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FROM THE ACTING

It was with a sense of diffidence
and humility that I took over the principal-
ship from Mr. S. Camarasamy. So far I
have found my work pleasant and easy
due especially to the firm foundation laid
by my predecessor. Secondly the co-
oporation extended by the entire College
Staff had made me feel less heavily the
burden of administration.

After the vesting of the school in
_ the government, there  had been inter-
mittent changes in the teaching staff. The
numerical strength of the teachers has dwin-
dled from 36 to 51 in spite of the increase
in the strength of the school, In July
last we were sorry to bid farewell to
Mr. K. Mahalingasivam, a popular history
teacher, who was on our staff for nearly
a decade. He left us to join Jaffna Hindu
College at his own request, *Mr. V. Soma-
segarasundaram - was about to follow Mr.
Mahalingasivam, but due to my interven-
tion, the transfer was cancelled. To
make amends for Mr. Mahalingasivam’s
transfer we were happy to welcome back
to our fold Mr. S. Saravanabhavanandan
after his having ‘completed the course
leading to the Diploma in FEducation at
the University of Ceylon. I am also
pleased to welcome Mr. Sivalingam from
Mahajana College who assumed duties
here on the first of last December After
a fong lapse our dire need for a chemistry
teacher has been fulfilled. [ must also
mention that on the day we closed for
the X’'mas vacation, two of the teachers,
" namely Pandit - Subramaniam and Miss
Thanaledchumy received letters of transfer
te outstations, T wish that these two
transiers are cancelled or at least deferred
- and hope the authorities concerned have
evolved a proper and equitable system
of transfer wherein the needs of each
Jinstititon is given prime consideration
and not the whims and fancies of stray
individuals,

PRINCIPAL’'S PEN:

I also like to place on record the
untimely death of Mr. S. Ramalingam
after a period of continuous illness, He
served this college for nsarly 17 years.
He possessed a natural gift of gentleness
and patience and hence endeared himself
to one and all. He will be remembered
with great affection by all those who
chanced to know him. May his soul
rest in peace.

[ should like to mention that a
person of my choice, Mr. E. Sithampar-
pillai, has been sent in to fill in the
gap caused by the death of Mr. Rama-
lingam. 1 wish Mr. Sithamparapillai many
years of fruitful service in this institution.

In passing, I like to refer to certfain
recent highlights in our College life, after
I took over the reins of administration.
In the Ceylon University Entrance Ex-
anunation  keld in December 1964,
out of 34 students in the Arts division,

eleven passed in all the four the subjects

and ten passed in three subjects and
13 were selected for admission to the
University. In contrast to this only one
student in the Science division out of the four
who sat was selected for admission. In the
field of sports, I should like to pick
out- one athlete for special meation:
Mas. S. Baladevan won the second place
in high jump in the J. 8. S. A. and the
dual -meets. Another fact which deserves
special mention is that in the last years
V. E. T. A. circuit drill competition alf
the five squads we presented got places —
4 firsts and one second. :

T should like to conclude that Sii
Somaskanda has been making steady
progress in all its diverse activities, so much
so that if our revered founder, the late
Mr, Malavarayar Kandiah had been
living, a permanent smile of supreme
satisfaction would be on his face.
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PRINCIPAL'S PRIZE-DAY REPORT — 16th dune, 1964

Qur heartiest welcome to the ¢hair
man, the chief guest, the other distin-
guished guests, the parents, past pupils
apd their families, the friends and well-
wishers of the schoo! and last but not
jeast to the hundreds of pupils who are
gathered here to celebrate this important
function. Let me say a few words about
the two distinguished guests—the Assistant
Director of Education and Mr,
Perera. The former is no stranger to us.
You have known him intimately, more

intimately than perhaps you know me
and it would appear the heipht of
presumption on my part to introduce

him to you. My, Thanigasalam has been
the principal of this school for a period
of over five years before he was raised
to the inspectorate. He had been guiding
the destiny of this school, just as how
he is guiding the destinies of hundreds
of schools like ours in the Northern
Region. He had been  responsible for
shaping the destiny of this young
institution during the formative years of
its existence. We welcome you, Sir, in
your capacity as the Assistant Director
of Education and as one of our past
principals, Mr. Willmot Perera, our cheif
guest deserves our thanks for having
consented to honour us by his august
presence here this evening.
not know Mr, Wilmot Perera—a person
of great eminence and one whom every
one respects for his great learning, his
greater wealth and most for his wise
and impartial statemanship? Mr. Perera
had been a member of Parliament, the
chairman of Salaries Gommission and
Ambassador for Ceylon to the Peoples
Republic of China. His greatest achieve

24

Wilmot -

Whe does

ment was the establishment of Sri Palee
a ‘school organised and run on the lines

of Shantinikefan, the model seat of
learping founded by his Guru and late
Dr. Rabindranath Tagore. Somaskanda

has many things in common with Sri
Palee. We respect Mr. Perera for his
liberal views in Politics and his breadth
of human sympathies and understanding.
The speech he delivered on -the 6th
instant at the Human Rights Week
regarding the problem of the minorities
in Ceylon is at once thouht-provoking
and sympathetic. To you Sir, we owe
a deep debt of gratitude which we can
never adequately repay. Your presence
here in our midst teday will be a source
of inspiration to all at Somaskanda.

It behoves me in this report to give
a short history of this school for the
benefit of our chief guest Mr. Wilmot
Perea. This school was built and endowed
i - thes -yedr <1931 “by wthe - late My,
Malavarayar Kandiah—the greatest philan-
thropist Jaffna has. produced. Somaskanda
was perhaps the first free English school
in the 1Island. No fees were levied
from the pupils and during the life-time
of the revered founder no grant was
paid by the Government to this school.
The salaries of the tutorial staff and ail
the other expenses of the school were
met from privy purse. After the death
of the founder Somaskanda became a
grant-in-aid school. In 1954 the English
section of the school and Tamil section
which had during the life-time of the
founder been managed by the Hindu
Board of Education were amalgamated,
In the following year the school was
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The chief guest, Mr. Wilmot Perera is welcomed
by the principal.

The chief guest delivers the prize-day address.
The principal presents the college report.

Mr, ”/H@{i){efb(i}ﬁgglaﬁgﬁg&ﬁnéé’ﬁbnT‘?”Cm”""-! Guild
at a hoot@ramprofitaavhAoatiam.org
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raised to Grd. 11 and in 1958 it was
raised to Grd. 1. In the same year H. 8. C.
classes in science and in arts were
approved by the Department of Education
and in 1960 the first batch of students
from this school was presented for the
H. 8. C. and Varsity Entrance Examin-
ations. Meanwhile the numbers on roil
kept on increasing apace till pow it has

reached the formidable figure of 1360.
We have approved laborataries for the

teaching of physics, chemistry, botany
and =zoology and also an approved
workshop, a home science room and
a library. There is also a fair sized
playground in very close proximity to the
school. Ours is now easily the biggest
school in the Kopay electorate.

Examination Results

Our results at the G. C. E. (O. L))
Examinations have been uniformly good. In
December 1962, 30pupils passedin 6 ot more
subjects and 16in 5 subjects. In August,
1963, 29 pupils passed in 6 or more subjects
and 9 in 5 subjects. In December, 1963
25 pupils passed in 6 or more subjects
and 30 pupils passed in 5 subjects. At
these examinations as many as 27 pupils,
{from this school obtaised distinctions in
Hinduism; a near record and an achieve-
ment worthy of much praise.

H. S. C. and Varsity Preleminary
Examinations

At the H. S. C. Examination held in
Nov.—Dec. 1960, 4 candidates from our
school were successful. In the same year 3 of
our students secured admission to the Facu-
Ity of Arts and one to the Faculty of
Science at the Ceylon University. In
1961, 4 of our students passed the H. 8. C.
and 5 gained admission to the Ceylon
University, 4 to the Faculty of Arts and
one to the Faculty of Engineering. In
1962, 5 of our students passed

iy

the

H. S. C, and were teferred and three
were admitted to the Faculty of Arts.
Religious Knowledge Examinations

It bad been the founder’s dearest .
wish to give as much importance to the

teaching of religion as to the other
subjects taught in the school. In carrying
out the wishes of the foupnder great

prominence is given to the teaching of
religion as a school subject. At the
G, C. E. (0. L) examination held in
December last year 96 of the pupils
who sat for this subjecti were successiul,
27 of them gaining the marks of
distinction and 42 of them obfaining
credit passes. We also present large
number of pupils for the religious
knowledge esamination conducted by
Colombo Vivekananda Society. In 1962,
584 pupils had sat for the above
examination from this school and 456 of
them were successful including 39 who
passed in the first division. This was by
far the largest number of passes fronv
any single school. In 1963, 360 pupils sat
for this examination, and 256 passed. Pupils
also take part in numerous observances
which are spread throughout the year.

Games and Athletics

Foot-ball, Cricker, MNet-ball, badminton
and table-tennis are played here. Our
achievements in these zames have been
neither praise-worthy nor even satisfactory.
Though there is a good playground in close
proximity 1o the school and though
capable instructors have been provided

yet the turn-out at the practice is
not satisfactory. We played a few
friendly ~ cricket matches with varying

degrees of success. Last year we took
part in a volley-ball fournament organised
by the VETA and the amount of
success achieved is nothing to be proud
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of. We participated in the foot-ball
tournament conducted by the Jaffna
schools sports association and there too
nothing much was accomplished. We
bold regular  Inter-house  sportsmeets
and select athletes to participate in the
Inter-collegiate athletic meets conducted
by the J. S. S. A. Last year our talented
and stylish  high jumper Mas. A.
Rajendram “obtained the first place in
that event and was selected to represent
our school at the Public schools sports meet.
Another athlete from this school became
the senior champion at the meet winning
the 100 yards, and obtaining the 2nd place
in the 220 yds. race and being placed first
in the long jump. In 1962, our school
won the inter-collegiate championship
at the VETA sports meet. The parents
of our pupils must encourage their
children to take more intersst in games
and athletics if we are to achieve
greatness in games and athletics.

The Staff

There are 52 members on the tutorial
staff of this school and everyone of them
i1s a qualified teacher. Messrs M. Sathia-
moorthy, P. Kanapathipillai, K. Somsun-
daram, and Miss T. Thangarajah were
transferred to other schools but we have
not been given replacements. We are badly in
need of a biology graduate and we are
sure that our Asst. Director of Education
will find us ome in the near future. Mr.
© P. Cumarasamy our art teacher retired
very recently. We wish the best in his
Tetirement, 1 extend a hearty welcome
to Mr. A. Sivaveerasingham, Mrs. R.
Somasegarasundaram and Miss A. Guna-
Tatnam Wwho have joined this school
during the period under review, I sincerely
thank all the members of the staff for
their willing co-operation and their able
assistance in the task of moulding the
minds and character of our pupils.

26

Our Past Pupils

The past pupils’ association of the
school and its Colombo branch are a
tower of strength to the school: that is
how it should be, every member of the
association and even those outside it have
generously responded to our appeal for

help. T thank all the past pupils
whom you find scattered throughout
the length and breadth of this Island,

and exhort them never to let their Alma-
Mater down. There are quite a hand-
ful of our past pupils at the Ceylon
University. The first batch of students
from this school who entered the Varsity
on the results of the 1960 entrance exami-
nation have sat for the degree examin.
ation, and their results are awaited.

Educational and Vocational Guidance

This school has all the six services
required under the FEducational and
Vocational Guidance Programme. There is
only one qualified teacher-counseller handl~
ing them.

Record-Keeping Service:- All the pupils
from the L. K. G. to G. C. E. (Ad. Lev.)
have cumulative records and they are all
maintained according to the instructions
of the Department.

Personal Files: — Every pupil has a
personal file and all papers, including
leave letters, relating to pupils, are main-
tained, in the personal file,

Testing Service :- In Sept. 1962, 518
pupils took up the “ 1958 Non-Verbal
Intelligence Tests” and we were the
first to conduct the tests in the peninsula.
We intend having a test again for those
not tested in 1962,

The Self Inventory Services: The pupils
are very co-operative and they furnish
all particulars they can for this. Almost
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all the pupils in the G. C. E. classes
‘have written their autobiographies for
their files.

Counselling Service: We have assigned
three perieds a day for counselling and
maintenance of files.

Occupational Information Service: All
classes from Std. 8 to G. C. E. (Ad. Ley)
have a period per fortnight for this. We
need a qualified female teacher-counsellor
and another male teacher-counsellor. We
have at  the present only one Male
Teacher- Counsellor.

Mr, N. Manoharan must be compli-
mented on the efficient mapner in which
he is conducting the counsellor-service.

The country is now facing several
educational - problems such as the classi-
fication of schoels, the staffing of schools,
the organisation of the school curriculum,
(the channelling of education to suit the
economy of the country) the accommodation
for an ever increasing school population
and many problems of a similar nature.
I do not like to say much on these problems

for fear of embarrassing the Asst. Director
of education who has been appointed
the ‘competent authority’ to see that
nothing subversive is read at the Prize-
Giving, There are many capable persons
like our Chief Guest and the chairman
who can solve these problems and solve
them well, I won't be surprised at some
not so distant future if Mr. Perera becomes
the minister of Education as my good
friend, Dr. N. M. Perera has become the
Minister of Finance. Before concluding
allow me once more to thank our Chief
Guest and the Asst. Director of Education
for responding to our invitation and
consenting to grace this occasion with
their benign presence. I am also in duty
bound obliged to thank all the teachers,
pupils past and present who have worked
hard to make this function a success. I
hope I will not be accused of making
an invidious distinction, if I select
for particular praise Mr. V. Somasegara-
sundaram on "whose broad and capable

shoulders has fallen the main task of
organising this function.

Thanks.

27

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Lower K. G.

General Proficiency :

Arithmetic :
Tamil :

Upper K. G.

General Frof:
Arithmetic :
Tamil .

Standard [I

General Frof:

Arithmetic .
Tamii:

Standard 1l

General Prof:

Arithmetic
Tamif :
English ;

Standard IV
General Prof:
Arithmetic :
Tamil :
English :

Standard V.
General Prof:
Arith :
Tamil :
English :

Form L
Greneral Prof :
Avrith :
Tamil
English :

Form IL

General Prof:
Arithmetic :
Tamil :
English :

PRIZE WINNERS — 1964

CLASS PRIZES — 1963

S. Sooriakumar
S. Sooriakumar
{Misg) T, Sathiapama

(Miss} P. Thangammah
P. Subramaniam _
{Miss} K, Sorunbaranee

M. Krishnapiliai
(Miss) 8. Atputhakumarn
{Miss) 8. Kalaranee

S, Thillainathan

A, Thavaratnam

K. Satgunam

{(Mise) E. Naguleswary

(Miss) K. Pushparanee
" K. Pushparanee
o K. Pushparanee

V. Rajendram

K. Sabesan

(Miss)} S. Rajaladchumy
K. Sabesan

1. Sivapathasundaram

V. Sriskandarajah

{Miss) S. Pathmavathy
T. Sathananthan
T. Sathananthan

K. Sivanandan
S. P. Kandasamy
R. Theivendram
V. Saraswathy
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General Prof:
Arithmetic :
Tamii ;
English :

G. C. E. (0. L.) Prep.
General Prof:
Arithmetic
Mathematics :
English :

Lamil :

G. C. E. (0. L.) Upper:Prep.
General Prof :
Mathematics :

Tamil : s
English:

G. C. E. (0. L.) Final.

General Prof .

Arithmetic : Sia
Mathematics :

English :

Tamil :

H. S.C. Prep.
General Prof:
Mathematics ;
Physical Science: ]
Biological Science : o
Tamil :
History:
Geography :

H. S. C. Final.
General Prof:
Mathematics :
Physical Science :
Biological Science:
Tamil :
History ;
Geography

S. Shanmugathasan
A. Sangaradasa

" A. Sangaradasa

(Miss) P. Vanithadevy

K. Sivapalan
Not Awarded
K. Sivapalan
K. Sivapalan
K. Sivapalan

S. Navaratnam
Not Awarded

S. Thevisaraswathy
A. Indranee

K. Mahesan

S. Kumaravel

V. Ratnasothy

K. Mahesan

V. Thadchanamoorthy

Not awarded

Not awarded

V. Arumugam

Not Awarded
Miss N. Sellammah
R. Selvaratnam

R. Selvaratnam

T. Vigayagalingam

T. Vinayagalingam

T. Vinayagalingam

K. Sivagnanasooriar
Miss §. Thangammah -
A. Panchapakesan

8. Sundaralingam
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COMPETITION AND CONTEST PRIZES — 1864
English Elocution Contest
P. Packianathan

'F. Balasubramaniam

Miss K. Vimaladevi
.» R. Parameswari

Not Awarded

Senior Boys:: .. L
2
Senior Girls: . s
Z

Intermediate Boys:

Intermediate Girls Miss S. Indrambal {only one prize ; 2nd nos

awarded)

Junior Boys: 1. V. Satchithananthamoorthy
2. 8. Viyajaratnam
Junior Girls : 1. Miss S. Peraithambal
.48 ,» E. Rasamany
Tamil Elocution Contest
Senior Boys: 1. 8. Gnanalingam
2. 8. Madras mail
Senior Girls: 1. Miss K. Vimaladevi
2. . S, Mallikadevi
Inter Boys: 1. K. Logeswaran
2. K. Arumugapathan
Inter Girls: 1, Miss K. Sivayogaranes
2. V. Parameswary
Junior Boys: ... 1. S. Anandamurugan
; 2. R. Yoganandan
Junior Girls: 1. Miss S. Sooriambal
2. ,, E. Rasamany
English Essay Competition
Seniors : 5= 1. S. Vairavanathan
2. T. Balasubramaniam
Intermediates: ... 1. Miss J. Abiramithevi
2, ,, S. Sathieswary
Juniors : 1. S. Vijayaratnam
2. K. Sivakumar
Tamil Essay Competition ,
Seniors : 1. Miss T. Selvanayaky
2. 8. Vairavanathan
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Intermediates:

K. Logeswaran
Miss K. Sivayogaranee

1
2

Juniors: 1. K. Thillainathan
2

8. Vijayaratnam

General Knowledge Competition

Seniors : 1. J. Rajendran
2. M. Thiagarajah
3. A. Subramaniam Sarma
Inters: 1. R. Nadanasihamany
2. V. Ratnathurai
SPECIAL PRIZES
1. Best all Rounder: E: Kénagaramam
2 Bemiidmigias i 1. Ramachandran
3. Music Prize; A. Parameswaran
4. Sanskrit: P. Nithiyananda Sarma (G. C. E. Prep}
A. Sarojinidevi (J. §. C.)
E. Theivendram (Form 1I)
3 5. Waorkshop Prize: K. . Kamalanathan
6. Home Science: ... S. Valliammai
7. Needle work: T. Sivagamasundari
8. Best Scout: A. Amuthalingam
9. Best Guide: ... Not awarded
10. Science Prize: ... T. Vinayagalingam
11, Religion: Miss S. Thevisaraswathy (Seniors)

A. Sarcjinidevi (Inters)
K. EKupanandamoorthy (Juniors)
Miss 1. Thirugnanamalar
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PAST: PUPILS' CONTRIBUTIONS — 1264

V. Sinpadurai

A. Thillainathan

8. E. Ponnampalam
N. Sinnathamby
Miss S. Sivasubramaniam
S. Gajamugan

.+ Logeswaran
Ramalingam

. Satgunasingham
. T. Krishnarajah
Selliah

. Navarainam

. 8. Rajadurai

. Ratnasingham

. 8. Subramaniam
. Kathiravelu
Sivanathan
Kanthaswamy
Rajendran
Thanikasalam
Sinnathamby

. Kugathasan
Thamotharampillai
. Sellathurai
Sinnathurai

Y. Subramaniam
. Kandasamy

N. Balasingam

. Paramanathan
Sathananthan
Nallathamby
Ramuppillai

. Markandu

. Bhaskaramoorthy
. Sivarajasingham
Vaithialingam
Gunaratnam
Thambirajah
asinathar

. Vyravanathan
Ramalingam

. Balasundaram

. Ranganathan

A. Seevaratnam

S. Somasundram

Contributions from the Siaff

Miss C, Appapiliai
Miss 8. Rasiah

Ureul G. Sevaka

Iranamadu East M. P. C. S.

2.0, 5. BiColombo;, 5.

Ag. Dept.. Peradeniya
Govt. Hospital Kandy

Nirella T. M. School Ratnapura

Vatbarawathai
Thiruketheeswaram
Atchuvely G. Sevaka
Feod Dept. Colombo
Electrical Dept. Colombo
Audit Branch. Income Tax
Survery Dept. Colombo
P. W. D. Colombo

C. T. B. Ratmalana
Health Dept. Colombo
Excise Dept. Colombo
Immi. Emi. Dept. Colombo
Survey Dept. Colombo
Colombo

K oliupitiya

Colombo

Electrical Dept. Colombo
Survey Dept. Colombo
Colombo

Colombo

Colombo

Tea Control Colombo
Colombo

Post office Puttalam
Trincomalee

People’s Bank Puttalam
Bank of Ceylon Colombo
Celombo

Siruppiddy

Atchuvely

Badulla

Chavakachcheri

Puttur

Panadura

A, Pura

Colombao

Police Station, Wellawatte
Grama Sevaka, Atchuvely

Postal Dept. Jaffna — Books
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G. C. E. ADVANCED LEVEL UNION

Patron

Vice - Patron :

THE PrINCIPAL

S. R. SHANMUGARATNAM, ESO. B. A.

President 3 Mas. B. PATHMANATHAN
Viece-President ! Mirss T. SELVANAYAKE
Secretary Mas. S. KANDASAMY
Treasurer M=as. T. BALASUBRAMANIAM

QOur union has been able to grow
from strength to strength and maintain
its lofty ideals. We were foriunate to
have been addressed by prominent speakers
like Prof. R. Duraiswamy Shasthiry of
India, Mr, M. Balasundaram ex - M. P.
Kopay, Mr. K. P. Haran Editor *Eela Nadnp’
and Mr. A. Amirthalingam M. P. Vaddu-
koddai. When we ceiebrated the United
Nations Day last year, we were lucky to
- have Mr. A. Amirthalingam to address us.
And Mr. Balasundaram was one. oi the

guest - speakers at the Nehru Jeyanthi
Celebrations.
Last year our Annual Dinner was

held on a grand scale. Covers were laid
for a hundred guests. Mr. M. Sivasitham-
param was the chiel guest. Mr. C. Subra-
mapiam Emeritus Principal of Skanda-
varodaya, and Mr. K, V. S, Shanmuga-
nathan a prominent advoctate were other
guest speakers. Toast of the association
was ably proposed by the chief guest
and responded to by the Vice Patron.

This year we had a special compli-
mentary Dinner to honour Mr. 8. Cumara-
samy, the out - going principal. Messrs
S, V. Somasegaram and E. Sabalingam
proposed the toasts of the College and
Union respectively while Mr, V. Canaga-
sabai acting principal and Mas. B. Pathma-

nathan our chaircan replied to the
Toasts. Miss T. Selvanayake and Mas,
K. Kanagasingam ptoposed the Toast

of the chief guest to which S. Cumara-
samy rtesponded. Miss K. Vimaladevi
our star speaker proposed the Toast of
the Guests,

The credit for these successes should

go fo the able and enthusiastic leader-
ship and guidance of our Vice Patron,
Mr. S. R. Shanmugaratnam. Qur thanks

are due to him. A word of special
thapks is due to the refiring principal
who encouraged our activities in every
possible way. 1 like to thank all the
members for their co-operation and
unstinted help in all our endeavours.

S. Kandasamy
Hony. Secretary
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TWENTY-FOURTH JAFFNA SCOUT TROOP

G. 5. M. — Mg

A. 8 M.— Mg,
MRr.

MR.

Mk,

Troop Leader —  MAS.

It gives me great pleasure to record
that scouting which was a regular feature
at our college in the past has been
recently revived by the encouragement
given and initiative taken by our principal
and our G. 8. M.

We are fifty-six in number and are
divided into seniors and juniors. Each
section is then divided into four patrols.
All the senior scouts are well trained
apd experienced. They all attended the
patrol leaders training - camp held by the
Jaffna Association. We also attended
© the Scout Rally held at the Old Park
Jaffna. Our presence has had been
an asset in the various college functions
and meetings. Our services were highly
commended during the various farewell
functions accorded to our retiring principal,
Mr. Cumarasamy.

We meet regularly twice a week. We
have been given recently a fine scout
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A. SIVAGNANAM

C. S. RAJARATNAM

S. R. SHANMUGARATNAM
N. S. KAnDIAH

A. KANAGASUNDARAM
R, AMIRTHALINGAM

room. This has had been afillip to our
activities. Messrs S. R, Shanmugaratnam
and N. S. Kandiah are in charge of the
seniors, Mr. A. Kanagasundaram is in.
charge of the second class scouts. Mr.
C. S. Rajaratnamis in charge of the
juniors. Both Mr, Kanagasundaram and
Mr. N. S. Kandiah attended the Kilinochi:
P. T. C. Camp held this year and they
have come back with fresh ideas and
added enthusiasm. Though all of us are
very earnest about and devoted to our
work it is the presence of our G.S. M.
which acts as a supreme inspiring and
uniting force, Our heart felt thanks are
due to ouwr principals, the past and the
present, the Scout Masters and other
members of the staff who have helped us.

Brother scouts, let’s not rest satisfied
but pursue steadfastly our goal.

R. Amirthalingam:
Troop Leader
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OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION

I have great pleasure in submitting
‘this report of the Somaskanda OId Boys
Association. The Annual General Meeting

President

Vice President MRr. V.

Mg. T.
Secretary Mz, S.
Asst. Secretary Mr. S,
Treasurer Mr. K.

The Executive Committee met with
all earnestness  the same evening to
-discuss how the arrangement and contri-
butions should be made in giving a
‘befitting farewell to our retiring Principal
Mr, S. Cumarasamy. The following reso-
lutions were passed unanimously.

1. To institute a Cumarasamy
-scholarship for the poor and best students.

2. To accord a grand public farewell
to the Principal in collaboration with other
Societies and Uunions of the College.

Five Committee meefings were held.
It was decided to give a Tea-Party to
our retiring Principal. An appeal was
made to all members of the O. B. A,

Digitized by Noolaham

of the O. B. A. was held on April 14th
1965 at 4p m. in our College Hall. The
following office -bzarers were elected for
the current year 1965 — 1966 :

THE Princrear

CANAGASABAT
KASINATHAN
MALAVARAYAR

MAHESWARAN

KANDIAHR

other than our Colombo branch to
contribute to this farewell. I like to
mention that they responded very satis-
factorily. On behalf of the old Boys
of this college, I take this golden op-
portunity to express our admiration and
sense of gratitude to Mr. Cumarasamy
for all the immeasurable services rendered
to our Alma Mater since 1947 as the
Principal and as the President of the
O. B. A. from its inception. It is my
bounden duty to thank all the members
of the Association who responded in
large numbers and made the functions
a grand success,

S. Malavarayar
Secretary
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THE PREFECT'S GUILD

It is my pleasant duty to submit
our report for the year 1965. There are
twenty members in our guild, — eight
girls and twelve boys. Mr. S. Arumugam is
the Senior Prefect. Our duties are strictly
confized to the school premises and we
maintain peace and order among students
and help the authorities in organizing
and carrying out schoo! functions such
as the Sports Meet, the Prize-Giving, the
Navarathiri festival and Receptions and
Farewells.

This year from the staff, seven teachers
have been picked by the Principal to act

as masters-in-charge of discipline. Their
advice and guidance have helped us im-
measurably in the fulfilment of our duties,
and also eased the burden of our work.
The sense of unity and co-operation among
the prefects has indeed enabled the guild
to grow from strength to strength.

We are indeed grateful to our prin-
cipals, past and present, the teachers who
are entrusted” with the task of enforcing
discipline, and the staff in general for
being our guides and friends.

K. Thanabalasingham
Hony, Secretary

KANDIAH HOUSE

House Master
House Mistress :
House Captains :

Mr., M. GANESHAN
MRS, S. SELLADURAI
Boys :

Mas., V. SINNATHAMBY

Girrs: Miss K. VIJAYALADCHUMY

It is with great pleasure 1 submit
the report of our House for the year 1965.

This year we can be proud of our
achievements especially in
atheletics. In the history of our college
Inter-house atheletic competition this year
only we won the first place.

Among our boys, our captain V. Sinna-
thamby and M. A. Vinayagamoorthy did
well. Mas., A. Vinavagamoorthy got the
post senior championship. Among our
girls, our girls captain K. Vijayaladchumy
and A. Vijayalaksmy did well to get the
girls post senior and senior champion-
ship cups respectively. Our congratalations
to those champions.

A good number from our House
have found places in the college foot ball,
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the field of-

volley ball, net ball and cricket teams
It could be stated with pride that most
of the first places in the elocution contest
conducted by our College were won by
members of our House. In short our
House is in the forefront of all the
college activities.

I take this opportunity to thank the
House master and Housemistress who gave
moral, financial and able guidance to
achieve successes in the various activities.
My thanks are due to the members of
the house for their co-opsration. Lastly
[ wish to thank the captains, and prefects
for their veoman services,

S. Pathmanathan
Hony. Secretary
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THILLANATHAR HOUSE

Hounse Master —

House Captain —
Vice Captain —
Girls’ Captains ;

ft 15 with pleasure that I submit
the report of my House. Looking back
at the year’s perfomance, 1 feel assured
that we are on the way to regain our
lost glory. This year has been a year
of several achievements of which we could
feel proud.

We were able te win the much
sought Relay Challenge cup with great
sase, while retaining the cup awarded
for the best March Past Team. It is
with great pride that [ wish to mention
that we were able fo win the Cash Prize
awarded for the Beést Decorated House
by out-beating the hitherto Champion
Decorators : Kandiah House. The credit
for this achievement should go to the
house captain and his feam.

Mas. V. Arumugam and Miss, Gurp-
mani of our House won the senior
Championship (Boys) and Inter Champion-
ship (Girls). Our congratulations to them.

Mr. A. KANAGASUNDRAM
. Mistress : — MRes.
Mas. K. KANAGASINGAM
Mas., V. ARUMUGAM

— Miss
Miss

A. ELIATHAMBY

S. KAMALANAYAKI
R. SATKUNAWATHY

1 wish to congratulate Master
V. Arumugam on being selected senior
prefect of the college. Before conciuding
I wish to ceongratulate our captain Mas.
K. Kanagasingam though he is not an
athlete he was able to lead the House
to greater achievements. My thanks
are also due to Miss S. Kamalanayakt
the girls captain -and Mas, V. Arumugam
our vice captain for their invaluable
services. '

I will be failing in my doty if I
do not thank the enthusiastic House
Master Mr. A. Kanagasundram, if not
for whose magnetic presence we could
not have achieved such grand success.
My thanks are also due to Mrs. A. Elia-
thamby. May I thank every member of
the house for the enthusiastic co-operation
extended to me in my work.

K. Ponnampalam
Honyp. Secretory
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House Master

»w  Caprain i

7 Viee Captain :
Girls Captain

s Fice Captain:
Seeretary 2
Treasurer

It is with great pleasure I am
submitting this report of our House for
the current year. We fought hard to
retain the championship, unfortunately
we could not win back the champion-
ship because the sprinters did not do
well in the finals. Yet we are proud
to say that we have been defeated by
Kandiah House only by one point. [
congratulate the members of Kandiah
House who emerged as the champions
for the first time in the History of this
College.

I am proud to say that some of
our athletes did well in both the inter
house and V. E.T. A. meets. In athletics
we were the unrivalled champions in 1964,
We annexed a number of cups this year

too. Our vice captain Mas, I. Thurai-
rajasingam  was adjudged the senior
champion. He secured a 2nd place in

the V. E. T. A. meet. Qur Senior relay
team led by our captain Tharmalingam
came first in the Inter-House meet, Our
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PONNAMPALAM

HOUSE |
MR. S. MALAVARAVAR
Mas. K. THARMALINGAM
. Mas 1. THURAIRAJASINGAM
Miss S. SiNNAPODY
Miss. S. KANAPATHIPPILLAL
Mas. 8. PATHMANATHAN
MAS. A. SABANAYAGAM

boys Tharmalingam, Thurairajasingani and
Kanagaratnam were the outstanding
athletes at the meet. The return of
star Athlete Mas. Kanagaratnam had
given inspiration to our athletes. He
was the cynosure of all eyes in the last
J. S. 8. A. meet. Miss S. Sarathadevy
was adjudged the junior girl champion
at our inter-house meet,

Hony. Secretary Mas. Baladevan repre-
sented our school at the J. S, §. A,
meet and got a second place in the
senior High-Jump. Our congratulations
to him.

I wish to thank all the members
of the House for their co-operation and
heip. In conclusion I wish to express
my thanks to our House Master Mr.
S. Malavarayar for his invaluable guidance
and assistance.

8. Pathmanathan
Hany. Secretary
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MALAVARAYAR HOUSE

House Master

House Mistress : Mgs.
House Captain Mas,
Girls Captain Miss.
Secretary Mas.
Treasurer Mas.

The record of the vear under review
is hardly satisfactory, for many of the
stalwarts had left us. However the newly
enrclled members have been trying to
retain the old glory. Naturally because
of their inexperience our success has not
been as grand as we wished it to be.
Yet we are proud to record that Mas.
S. Sivasamboo obtained the Post Senior
Championship and Mas. S. Theivendran the
Inter mediate championship in the recent
Inter-House athletic meet. The Jast two,
together with Masters M. Sabanathan
and K. Selvaratnam won laurels at the
V. E. T. A. Meet. Qur sincere congratu-
lations to them. It also peeds special

*h

Mr. C. S. RAJARATNAM

P. SUBRAMANIAM
K. RAJADURAL

S. SAROHNIDEVI

S. SATKUNALINGAM
S. MUTHUTHAMBY
that girls’ captain Miss

mention our

* 8. ‘Sarcjinidevi won the girls’ post senior

championship in the Inter-house Sports

Meet.

We owe our entire success to the

spirit of good will and co-operation,
existing among the office-bearers and
members alike. Our hearty thanks are

due to our House master Mr. C. S, Raja-
ratnam and House-mistress Mrs. P. Subra-
maniam for their continuous encourage-
ment and keen interest in all the activities
of our House.

S. Satkunalingam
Hony. Secretary
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EXAMINATION RESULTS
G. C. E, (A. L.) 19684 December. (Admilted to the Ceylon University}

T. Shanmupganathan K. Mahalingam

R. Selvaratnam Miss 8. Kandiah

K. Mehanathan Miss K. Krishnapillai
#8. Madras Mait Miss J. Somasundarm
S. BSatkunanathan V. Arumugam

N. Kandasamy : T. Thurairajah

N. Chittampalam K. Veluppillat

Note :  Everyone who was admitted to the University passed in all the

four subjects except the two marked with asterisks.

The following students passed in 3 subiecis inthe G. C. E. (A. L.}
Examination held in December 1864

Arts :

S. Kanagasabai S. Ramachandra Iyer

S. Madras Mail V. Ratnam

P. Manickavasagar 3 A. Sabanavagam

K. Nagendrarajah Miss J. Somasundaram

T. Rajasingham Miss M. Nalliah
Science !

V. Arumugam

The foliowing students have been successful in the G. C. E. (O. L}

Examination held in August 1965.
Six Subjects :

V. Kugatharan, Dist. in Religion. S. Saraswathy
P. Mailvaganam S. Sivanandadevi, Dist. in Religion,
S. Ratnarajah 8. Sobithamany
S. Sivapalan, Dist. in Pure Maths, S. Devisaraswathy, Dist. in Religion,
S. Thayanathan, Dist. in Pure Maths.

Five Subjects :

5. Gnaneswaran V. Thirunelnayaky
N. Pavalarajah V. Mankairkarasy
S. Rasanayagam V. Thavagobalapavalalingam

K. Vinayagamoorthy
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I have great pleasure in sending a message
for inelusion in the Cumaraswamy Number of the

College Magazine.

I may mention that the untiring efforts and
devotion to duty of so many whose names are
agsociated with the college enabled it +to
develop rapidly and attain its present position
ag a leading educational institution serving
adequately a wide area. The college is proud of
its old students whose achievements are shining
examples to the young. Their spontaneous and
Ioyal support goes a long way in ensuring that,
in the years to come, the high standards and
healthy traditions of the college will continue
to be maintained.

May Sri Somaskanda grow from strength +to
strength as a great seat of learning in the
¥orth and for ever shed light to dispel the gloom
of darkness all around!

A. Mandaleswaran B. sc., (Lond.)
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STAFF — 1966

- MANDALESWARAN, B. sc. (London) Post Graduate — Trained (Principal)

CANAGASABAI, B. sc. (Calcutta) (Senior Assistant)
MANOKARAN, B. A. (Annamalai)

KANTHIAH, M. A. (Calcutta) Dip. Ed.(Ceylon & London)
SARAVANABAVANANDAN, M. A. (Madras) Dip. Ed. (Ceylon)
PERAIRAMPILLAI, B. Sc. (London) Eng. Trd.
ARUMUGATHASAN, B. A. (Annamalai)

BALASUBRAMANIAM, B. A. (Ceylon)

SELLADURAIL, B. A. (Calcutta)

SIVAGURUNATHAN, B. sc. (Madras)

GANESHAN, B. A, {Madras)

NAGANATHAN, B. A. (Utkal)

SANDIRASEGARAMPILLAI, B. sc. (Madras)

MALAVARAYAR, B. A, (Madras)

SOMASEGARASUNDARAM, B. A, (Madras)
SIVASAMBUNATHAN, B. sc, (Madras)

S. KanpiaH, B. sc. (Madras)

NAVARATNAM, B. sc. (Poona)

RAJARATNAM, B. sc. (Madras)

SivaringaM, B. sc. (Ceylon)

. 5. Kanpian, B, sc. (Home sc.) (New Delhi)

S. Kumaraswamy, Eng. Trd. lst Class

SIVASUBRAMANIAM, Focational Trained

CUMARASWAMY, Eng. Trd. lst Class

SIVAGNANAM, Eng. Trd. lst Class Inter Arts {London)
SHANMUGARATNA SARMA, Secondary Maths. Sp. Trained, 1si Class
KANAGASUNDARAM, Secondary Sc, Sp. Trained, 1st Clas
MANIKAVASAGAR, = s ¥ Lst Class
RAJARATNAM, o A T s 1st Class

. SHANMUGAM, Tamil Trd. (st Class) University Certificate in Tamil (Ceylon)

PoNNaMPALAM, Tamil Trd, (lsi Class) & Pala Pandit in Tamil
VISUVANATHAN, Tamil Trd. 1st Class
ARUMUGAM, Tamil Trd. lst Class

. ToHAMBAPILLAYL, Tamil Trd, 1st Class
. Sivacuru, Tamil Trd. lst Class (Pala Pandit)
. THAMBIMUTTU, Tamil Trd. 1st Class (Pala Pandit)
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Mes. T. Tuancast, Tamil Trd. lst Class
MRr. 5. Supramaniam. Tamil Trd. 1st Class (Tamil Pandit)
Mes, P. Susramaniam, Tamil Trd. 1st Class
o A. Buatmavsy, Tamil Trd. 1st Class
o A. Tervacarayag, Tamil Trd. 1si Class
w» S, CHeELuiag, Tamil Trd. lst Class
E. SITHAMPARAPPILLAL, Tamil Trd. lst Class
P. EviatHAMBY, Sangeetha Booshanam (Annamalai)
K. TuanGarajag, Physical Trd,
Mrs. R. VeLupiLial, Eng. Trd. Certificate 3rd Class
MR. 5. PANCHAMATHA (YER, Tamil Trd. Certificate (Pandit Sanskrit)
»» K. Rasiawg, (Pandit in Tamil) Tamil Trd. Vst Class

» V. Susramaniam, Tamil Trd. 1st Class
5 V. Kanoran, Tamil Trd. Ist Class

Mgrs, Y. Kanpian, G, C. E. (4. L) {London)
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