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Editorial

The school is one of the basic social institutions, next to the family as
the fundamental social unit. But the *‘Patrician Family’’ encompasses both.

¢

Man is dynamic in nature. He has to change himself and effect changes.
The emphasis on the school as mere factory to produce the Ordinary Levels amd
Advance Levels is gathering momentum. The changing situation has warranted us
today to regard the school as a ‘Family’ where the tender minds can learn to
live according to the best standards of culture. By the time he becomes an
cadult’ , he steps in the world fit and ready to play an active and responsible
role in the community. :

Producing best results in the Public examinations alone does not signify the
total development of one’s personality. It is by exploiting the inner taleats of
the child and creating the opportunities to make usc of his talents with proper
guidance, coupled with the classroom curriculum, the total personality is developed.

We can achieve this only in a real democracy. A child has the right to
choose the type of education he wishes. To deny this under any misconceived
notions of *Standardisation” , “Backward arcas” , ‘‘District quota system” , and
what pot, will result in a travesty of democracy and fundamental freedom. which
we all irrespective of amy dillerences cherish and wish to preserve at any cost.
It is not a figment of imagination when we say that we ought to be prepared to
bear any burden and meet any hardship for the survival of the fundamental
freedom of an individual to emjoy the Right to Education.

To rob Peter to give to Paul cannot be justified under any circumstances,
no matter what “isms” we profess.

It is neither an exaggerstion of the importance of the youth nor an exalta-
tion of the youth of our time when we say that these are great days for them,
great ideas are taking shape in their minds and their great enthusiasm has resulted
in great sacrifices.

It is high time that we as teachers, parents, past pupils and policy makers
consolidate the emergy of the youth and direct it through the proper channel for
his betterment and for the society as a whole.

We cannot forget the past, clse, we make more mistakes, we should foresee
the future to an extent, else, we are not fit to be in the field of education,
the present situation, as such, demands us to act with patience and prudence,
else, perils and perplexities will plough the pupiis’ lives.

We have hopes, we sec the best of times, the age of wisdom, the epoch
of belief and above all we have the faith in the LIGHT and we labour for the
best, “FIDE ET LABORE”.

This issue of the Patrician Family is presented to ecvery member, past and
present with the fervent hope that links forged at school will endure for ever.
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My Lord Bishop,

Hon’ble Sir, and Mrs. Hurulle,
Rev, Fathers and Sisters,

Patricians, the Past and the Present,
Parents and Well-wishers. :

We, of St. Patrick’s, take great plea-
sure in welcoming you, ome and all,
to our Ansual Prize-giving Your pre-
sence this evening at tlis Patrician
Family gathering is a source of great
epcouragement and an assurance of
your .good-will and regard towards the
College.

My Lord,

You are our Father and Guide. Tt
is therefore fitiing that you chair this
function as the head of the Patrician
Family. Your scholarship and erudition,
your immovable faith and indomitable
courage, your prudent leadership and
patient guidance have epabled us to
shoulder our responsibility smoothly and
successfully, Let me assure you, My
Lord, that we appreciate your fatherly
love and your ever abiding concern for
the welfare of the College, and that,
in return, we of St. Patrick’s will as
ever continue to devote ourselves with-
out reserve to the ideals of the true
Patrician—Fide et Labore, with faith
and labour.

Hon’ble Sir,

I am happy to welcome you and
your gracious wife at our annuval dis-
tribution of prizes in these premises
which nearly fifty years ago witnessed
your academic and sportive triumphs.
It is quite fitting, Sir, that you, of
all Old Boys, should be the Chief
Guest at this function, for we are ex-
tremely pleased to salute in you one of
he most illustrious Old Boys of St.

Patrick’s College, one of the most cyl-
tured and outstanding members of the
present Government, one whom His
Excellency the President of Sri Lanka
has been pleased to honour by the
assignment of the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs.

At the tender age of 14, you first
entered the portals of St. Patrick’s in
1933, and having excelled in studies
and sports, you left the College to join
tbe Public Service in 1938. Your long
and honourable career in the Public
service, spent chiefly as Divisional Re-
venue Officer from 1942 to 1956, ended
when you were elected one of the 8
UNP M. P's returned in 1956. From
then onwards there was no turning
back, and you were each time success-
fully elected M. P. for Horowpotana at
the subsequent polls. As, Minister of
Communications in Dudley Senanayake
Government, being in Charge of Rail-
ways, Motor Transport and Aviation,
you had the distinction of taking the
Steam Engines off the Railway tracks
and dieselizing the entire Railway ser-
vice. It was also during your period
that, for the first time in Sri Lanka’s
Aviation history, a Jet Plane was pur-
chased for Air Ceylon Ltd.

At present, as Minister of Cultural
Affairs you serve all cultures, religious
and racial groups, without prejudice or
discrimination. The lessons you learnt
at St. Patrick’s, living together with

students of various nationalities, of
varied cultures, of diverse languages,

of different religious professions, wili,
I am sure, stand you in good stead

now, in solving tue burning question
of the day of how to bridge the gap
that exists among the various peoples
of this country. We wish you well.



To Mrs. Malinee Hurulle, we offer

a very cordial welcome. She was edu-
cated at Hillwood College, Kandy. She
now assists her husband also in the
capacity of. Private Secretary. We are
thankful to her for kindly consenting

to give away the awards today, and I
wish to assure her that our boys deem

it a great privilege to receive their
prizes from her hands.

The Purpose of our Existence:

St. Patrick’s was founded for a pur-
pose distinctly its own. She was foun-
ded to supply a need which has always

existed and will continue to exist. Her
aim was not merely to ‘teach letters
and numbers, but to impart an essen-
tially religious education which would
enhance the growth of the total per-
sonality. Her foremost endeavour has
always been to train up good Catholic
laymen and good citizens, and ground
them firmly in faith and virtue so that
they maylaunch into the wide world

able towithstand the severest storms

of later life St. Patrick’s, the premier
Catholic Institution of the North, will
be true to its past and to its mission
which is to form for the country an
elite of refined, cultured and convinced
catholic citizens who will be able to
take the lead in all spheres whether
religious, political or social, and who

will, thanks to the traiming they have
received within' these sacred precincts,

bring the Gospel values,—values of
truth, justice. equality and peace, to
bear fruits in these spheres

But it is sad to say that there is
especially in our areas, a vicious trend
that can vitiate the aims and quality
of education in our schools. Parents
and others wrongly evaluate a school’s
standard entirely on the basis of the
school's performance at the Advanced
Level exams. To them, apparertly, the
sole purpose of Education is the acqui-
rement of a professional qualification
at the University. Such thinking can
pressurize our schools to become too

d make education 3a
base and shoddy type of learnirg. We
at St. Patrick’s shall always resist such
pressures. This school was founded on

much nobler ideals and generations O
men have given a self-less service to

make these ideals a reality. St. Patrick’s

has never been, and as long as we can
help it, will never be, a cram shop or
a glorified tutory. We labour fo send

out to the world men of high moral
standing and integrated personality, cer-

tainly not robots with high qualifica-
tions.

It’s however the duty of the State
to inhibit such erroneous philosophy.

As it is, University selection is done
purely on an individual’s exam-paper

performance, and unless a student ob-

taing” exceptionally high grades at A/L,
he fails to get University admission.

Understandably, in a society where Uni-
versity Education has immense prestige
value, there is the feeling that nothing
else matters in education but effective

examination coaching for University
entrance.

1t would indeed be tragic, if we
do narrow the scope of our curriculum

and make top examination results the
sole objective of our educational pro-

gramme. There is this threat because
we select students to the University on

a system that is expedient but not
sane. University selection is determined

purely on an individual's ability to
reproduce inert learning at the exami-
nations, Certainly this cannot be the
sole fitness-test to discern the ability
of a student to profit by a University
education, assuming University educa-
tion is what it should be.

.The present system by equating
rne_nt with examination marks gives
weightage to the bookish plodder as

against a more intelligent
ile i stud
versatile interests. The gi‘ormer c:nm ggf

ahhigher grade at a paper-test than
the latter. But the latter is more deser-

exam-oriented an



' ying. He has divided his time and
attention more evenly in forming a
total personality of himself, and is by

far better equipped for a University
education. There is, as a result of this

present system. a Wwastage of talent and
devastating frustration,

Such anomalies can ba removed, if
as in other countries. Universities have
the right to prescribe eligibility require-
ments and select students to their res-

pective faculties. There is then bound
to be a better sense of responsibility
and fair-play. We can only hope that
with decentralisation, Universities too

would be restored to a full and real
autonomous status.

‘“The Spiritual Life and Atmosphere :

In keeping with our avowed objec-
tive, we have endeavoured to maintain
that frankly Catholic atmosphere which
always filled our halls of learning, and
to continue to give our children a solid
moral and religious training. Everyday
at the morning assembly we commend
ourselves to the protection of Our
Blessed Mother Mary by the recitation
of the prayer, ‘My Queen and my

M other’, and pledge our loyalty to the
School singing the College Anthem
daily. The daily assembly in the mor-
ning with Bible reading and reflections
and the recitation of the Ros ry does
not degenerate into' a drudgery of rou-
tine; but it evokes much enthusiasm
due to the newness of life infused by
thought-provoking, powerful and touch-

ing discourses of the Vice-Rector, Fr.
P. Jesunesan, O. M. 1.
The Catholic Students Federation

with Eugene Francis and G.J. T. Vetha-
nayagam as Presidents has very efficien-
tly and fruitfully organised the various
spiritual activities, such as special devo-
tions during the mcnths of May, June
and October, the stations of the Cross
during Lent, the dailly Group Mass in
our Worship room. etc. We are very
grateful to Rev. Frs. F. X. Gnananan-

dan, R. Marianayagam, Michael Savun-

dranayagam, and Fr. A.J.V,Chandra-
kanthan for helping us with the Group
Mass weekly.

The Sacred Heart confraternity was
revived under the guidance of Mr. W. J.

Navaratnam and they hold their mon-
thly meetings and observe the feast of

the Sacred Heart in a fitting manner.

The Annual retreat was preached
by Fr Gerard Rosairo o.m.i. to the
Catholic Members of the Staff, all of

whom participated whole-h-artedly The
Advanced Level students were helped

by Fr. T. E. Thevarajan, the Gr. 10
& 9 students by Fr. Philip Ponniah,

and the Middle school students by Fr.
A. Gnanapragasam o.m.i. Mr. 'S. Pon-
nampalam of Siva Thondan Nilayam
conducted special programme for the
Hindu students. On the death Anniver-
sary of Rev. Fr B. A. Thomas o.m.i
a commemorative assembly was held
when Fr Chandrakanthan gave an ins-
piring analysis on the hfe and spirit
of Fr. Thomas. The college students
are invited to attend a special Mass
celebrated on the second Sunday of
each month in the College Chapel and
so far their response has been encou-

raging. For all the spiritual ministra-
tions given to our children we owe a

great deal of than'fulness to our three
prefects of studies and discipline, and
to our Cathedral parish priest Fr. J. P.
E. Selvarajah, his assistant, the priests
of the Bishop’s House and of the city
parishes and of Amala Utpavam.

The Staff:

We have had to deplore, during
the year, the death of one of our
ablest teachers and disziplinarian in the
person of Mr. Sam B. R. Alfred. For
twenty six long years he has given us
the example of what a Catholic tea-
cher should be. His conception of duty
was as high as his discharge of it was



faithful and exact. He was a full-fled-

ged teacher serving the institution in
various capacities. During his last one
and a half years, he rendered me D¢

valuable help as Secretary of Games
and as the Sectional head of the Advan-

ced Level students, in maintaining that
firm and sometimes stern discipline

which is the boast of this Institution:
To ‘St. Patrick’s his untimely death is

a great loss, and still greater it is to
Greater St. Patrick’s but the loss is
the greatest to our young gencration
of boys and girls of Eelam who hailed
him as the Chemistry teacher par excel-
lance. In gratitude to his services we
have dedicated to his memory the Che-
mistry lecture room where his portrait
has been unveiled. :

Mr. C. R. Joseph, having served the
College for over 21 years, retired in
July. Being a teacher of versatile talents
and interests, he always came forward
to render any service in and out of the
class room. We cannot forget the great
‘contribution made by him to the wel-
fare of the school in his various capa-
cities , and we thank him and wish
him all that is good in his retirement.
We also lost the services of Mr. K.
Ratnasabapathypillai M. Se, Our Botany
‘Master, whose rare talents and genial
qualities made him a favourite with all.
Mr. 8. A. E. Yogaratnam B. Sc left us
in search of greener pastures in Nige-
ria after one and a half vears of tea-
ching. Miss. A. Saverimuthu, after a

short stay with us, decided to continue
her studies in India. Mr. J. A. J.
Arumainathan joined the University of

Jaffna to follow the course in Diploma
in Education, and Mr. S. Thiagarajah
was selected to follow Special English
course at Palaly Teachers’ Training
College.

Fr. L. Monfort who shouldered vari-
ous responsibilities as Bursar, Hostel
Warden and Prefect of Studies of the
M. S. moved out after serving the College
conscientiously in his inimitable style of

sweet-calm, to work in the missions.
His Lordship gave us an equally cons-

cientious and duty-minded §ubstitule in
the person of Fr. G. V. Pilendran. He

has already made a mark as Prefect

of Studies of Middle school and War-
den of the hostel, fitting himself very
effectively into the main stream of the
College life. We wish him many years
of devoted service in the College.

Before we could get over the sense
of loss suffered by the demise of Mr.

Sam, we had to endure another shock
due to the retirement of Mr. D. S.
Gnanapragasam who gave the best 26
years of his teachmng career to St.
Patrick’s. His work is not to be reck-

ored up n years of service zalone, in.
results obtained at public examinations;

but even more in the amount of influ-

ence for good he excercised over succe-
ssive generations of students. I wish
here publicly to express my sentiments
of gratitude to him for his splendid
record of work in the College and for
the noble example of devotion to duty
he has given to his colleagues. To him
we wish a well-earned rest and many
years of happiness in his life of retire-
ment.

On the other hand our staff has
received very valuable additions in the
persons of Messrs. B. Kuhatharan B, Sc
(Agr), S. Thilainathan B. Se¢, S 1J.
Fatimaharan, B. A. (Final), Diplema in
Science, T. Kalamany B. Sc. Hons
(Physics), Mrs. P. V. T. Anthonypillai,
(English trained), and Miss. M. L, G.-
Gnanapragasam. Fach of them has pro-
ved his or her worth, and has made
up more than satisfactorily for the
losses suffered. To all of them we
wish a long fruitful career at St.
Patrilclc’s. We welcome back Sr. Agnes
Marie who has completed her Teachers’
training course at Kopay.

. 1g)ur school certainly owes its success
e enthusiasm, the devotedness to

duty and the' painstaking efforts of our




téachers, qualities which money cannot
buy. Yet it cannot be denied that a
more sympathetic attitude of the
Government towards the poorly paid
teachers would substantially increase the

efficiency of our * Institutions. Let us
hope that with the implementation of
the - proposals of Educatioral reforms

in the White paper, the members of
the teaching profession will be a satis-
fied lot.

While expressing my sincere grati-
tude to all the members of the Staff
for the whole-hearted cooperation and
good-will extended to me during the
year, 1 look forward to their continued
cooperation and still more dedication
in the future. T must say a special
word of thanks to the Teachers Guild
and its president and secretaries Messrs,
A. S. Augustine, J. A.J. Arumainathan
and M. Packianather for the valuable
suggestions offered to us for the runn-
ing of the school. '

It is with deep sorrow that we
record the death of Rev. Fr. H. S.
David B. A. (Hons.) M. A., Ph. D, our
- revered teacher, beloved Guru and eru-
dite scholar, a long time Prefect of
Studies of the Middle School. As a

brilliant scholar he ranked first among’

the external students in the 1936 B. A.
(Hons) Exam. of London and received

the Gold Medal for outstanding perfor-
mance in History and Economics.

As a research linguist he was well
versed in more than 33 lapguages. He
obtained the Doctorate—in Philosophy
in Tamil at the University of London.
His relations with all, especially the
poor and the down-trodden were of the
most sympathetic and cordial character
and it may be truly said that to his
last breath he knew no enemy. His
death came as a great shock not only
to the intellectual world, but to the
Tamil Nation at large. As a historian,
Linguist and Etymologist, his contribu-
tions to the Tamil race will be a
lasting monument to his memory.

We also regret to record the death

of two of our retired teachers Mrs. R.
S. Jesuthasan and Mr. B. A. Thevanaya
gam. We remember their names with
gratitude as teachers who gave of their

best in the interest of the school. May
they rest in peace. . :
The Auxiliary Staff:

We can boast of a very devoted

and efficient band of helpers whose
conscientious and unsparing labours ge
to make the smooth running of the

school. Many a time they are called up-
on to do that extra bitr of work which
belps to keep everything up-to-date,
and ‘they do so ungrudgingly and with
a smile.

We have had to reluctantly dispense

with the very devoted and loyal servi-
ces of two of our veterans, Mr. T. A.
Feroando the chief clerk, and Mr. K.

S. Santiapilllai, the librarian and Sacris-
tan, who have been forced by ill-health

to retiree Mr. Fernando served the
College for 48 long years most faith-
fully, efficiently, whole.heartedly and
to the entire satisfaction of several
Rectors, teachers and even students.
Calm, cool, collected, silently and smi-

lingly, he would go about™ his task
patiently and methodically, hurting none

in the process. It will be hard to make
good the loss of such an experienced

and willing worker. Mr. K. S. Santia-
pillai served the school for more than

five decades, 52 years to be exact. Care-
ful and conmcerned, he would look after
those that were entrusted to his cus-
tody. counting no cost. It is said of
him that “*he is so sentimentally atta-
ched to the books in the library that
a mark on a book hurts him even

more than a wound on his body.’ It
will be very rare to get someone with

so much dedication and devotedness to
duty.

To both of them, St. Patrick’s says

a very big Thank You and wishes
that they enjoy a well-deserved rest

with health and peace of mind and body.



I owe my sincerest expression of
gratitude to the efficient co-workers in
the Office, to Mr Z. Singarayar who
replaces Mr. Fernando the Chief clerk,

and who is literally at my right hand
as the right hand. doing various chores

of work amidst much pressure, and to
the meticulous subject-clerk Mr. A
Pakianather and to the able and active

Office Assistant Thomas, all of whom
work very closely with me to carry on
the day to day work.

Admission ond Scholarship:

The number of students on Roll is
still in the increase. From 1492 in 1980,
it rose to 1536 in 1981. As it is we
find it difficult to conveniently accom-
modate wore boys and the frequent
application for new admissions makes
. only more pressing the question of an
extension scheme. We are forced, due
to lack of room, to keep out more
than half the number who seek admis-

sion to the College. In 1981, 92 were .

admitted to the Kindergarten, 52 to
Grade 6,36 to Gr.9 and 32to Gr. 1L
On the results of the admission 1ests,

Bishop’s scholarships were given to deser- -

ying students. T wish to express our
sincere gratitude to His Lerdship for
giving us a substantial amount of
money to start e scholarship fund. We
wish that others too will emulate his
example.-

- Sendies and Examination Successes:

It is mext to impossible to even
suegest fo the parents, let alone con-
vince them, that sending their children
for tuitions is a sheer waste of time
and money, and does more harm than
good to the students as a whole. The

students find little time for personal
siudy which is so essential for assimi-

lation of subjects taught in school,
and eventually for success in examina=
tions. The overall poor performance at
the examination is, in my view, mainly
due to the very little or no time devo-

ted to self-study at home. It therefore
becomes necessary to educate the parfmts
on the harmful effects of this tution=

menace.

The examination SUCCESSES in our
school have been satisfactory. At the
14 sat

G.C.E. A/L April 1981 exam,
and 9 qualified for admission to the

university. At the G C. E. A/L August
1981 exam,; 71 sat and 28 qualified for

admission to the University.
For admission to the University in
1981. out of the 68 students who recei-

ved the initial forms, only 15 were for-
tunate to be finally selected to the

University. The number of Patricians
who entered the different Universities

were:
Jaffna University Medicine 1,
Physical Science 6 and
Commerce 3. =
Medicine 1.
Engineering 3, Dentall,
Agriculture 1.
Physical Science 1.
Engineering 1,
Architecture 2.
Sti Jeyawardena pura: Commerce 2.

Colombo »,
Peradeniya .,

Moratuwa ,.

.3 entered Nocth Colombo Private Medi=-

cal College, and one obtamed Moscow
University scholarship.

The rasults of the G. C. E. O/L

Dec 198l. have not been very satisfac-
tory. Out of the 154 students who sat,
104 passed in 5 or more subjects, and
40 qualified to follow AfL.

The scheme of giving free books to
srudents from the Kindergartea to

, Grade 10 has been received with great

apprecistion and relief by the siudents
and the ' parents. The students made
use of the books with such care that
more than 80% of them were collected
at the end of the year for redistribu-
tion. T must pay a special tribute of
praise and appreciation to Mui. A. S.
Augustine for lhe invaluable help he ren-



ders most readily and whole-heartedly
in the distnibution of the free books,
~ and in conducting the terminal exams,
and a host of allied activities. most

satisfactorily.

The updating of the biologi'cal sections
of the Science Laboratory received spe-
cial attention durmg thz year. QOur sin-

cere gratitude is due to Mr. D. S.
Gnanapragasam Who looked after the
interests of the Science

‘We ore confident that Mr. X. D. M.
Constantine, the new head of the Science

Dept. will improve on the good work
done by his predeccssor.

The ‘Do you know’ Inter-house
contests were organised by Mr. J. A. J.
Philips. Mrs. G. R, Janendran conduc-
ted the -oratorical contests in English.
Mr. J. A. J. Arumainathan and : Mrs.
Janendran were responsible for the
General Knowledge competitions, and
Miss. M. Sinnappu and Mr. M. Jesu-

thasan for the Rcligious Knowledge
competitions. [ thank all of them for

their sense of duty and accomplishment

Prefects of the College:

The system followed in the previ-
ous year was adopted to elect the
College Prefects. The board of prefects
was appointed by the Rector, with
M. K. M. J. Chellappah as Head Prefect
and A. C. R. Joscph as his deputy.
They served the College community
with a high sense of responsibility and
devotion. The prefects of the Middle
School, with A. A. Bcnedict as the
head, performed their duties with great
saticfaction. We thank all -the prefects
and menitors for their whole-hearted,
self-sacrificing services.

Games and Sports:

Thanks to the determined and devo-
ted efforts of the Secretary of Games
Mr. Sam B. R, Alfred who was later
succeeded by the enterprising and ener-

Depariment.._

getic Mr. F. R. Anselmar, we were
able to maintain the high standards in
games and sports.

Cricket;

Our Ist Eleven Cricket Team, under
the captaincy of M. S. Alfred, played 5
matches, won 2. drew 2 anil lost 1.
We played host to St. Peter’s College,
Colombo Cricketers at a limited-over
game, and we salute them for the good
brand of cricket exhibited in Jaffna,
and congratulate them for their superior
performance.

Our under 17 team. led by A. M.
Gunaratnam entered the JSCA tourna-
ment and played 4 maiches, winning

one, drawing oune, and iosing two.
The Under 15 team, captamed by
S. W. Kingsley, participated in JSCA

tournament and did well to become the
Champions of the North, winning the

coveted Trophy presented by the Jafina
Schools Cricket Association.
Soccer:

Our Ist BEleven, led by M. K. M.
J. Chellappah with S. Michaeldasan as
his deputy. played 5 matches against

Jaffna schools, won 2, drew 2, and lost

one. Thus our dominance in the field
of soccer received a shock treament at
the ‘heels’ of our Brother Coliege—
Jaffna College, who truly deserved their
victory for the fine brand of soccer
displayed. But we redeemed our self-
esteem when we became Kunner up in
the All Island Sri Lanka Schools Soccer
Franchise Tournament, defeating D. S.
Senanayake M. V. and St. Joseph's
College, Colombo, and losing to St.
Benedict’s in the finals.

The 2nd Eleven, with A. J. Elmo
and A. E Antoaipillai as Captain and
Vice-Captain  respectively, played 6
matches, won 4, drew one and lost
one.

The 3rd Eleven, led by S. W.

Kingsley played 6 matches, won 4, drew
1, and lost 1.



Athlctics:

The Annual Inter-House Athletic
Meet at which one of our distinguished
and prominent Old Boys, Mr. V.
Yogeswaran. M. P. for Jaffna and Mrs.
Yogeswaran were the Chief guests, drew
a large crowd, and turned out to be
a grand success. Our sincere thanks
are due to the Master-in-Charge, Mr.
F. R Anselmar, to the 4 House-Masters
Messrs. W. J. P. Gnanaratnam, D- S.

Gnanapragasam, C. R. Joseph, and
S. F. Xavier, and to the4 Sports
Masters Messrs. M. A N. Antony, A.
8. Augustine, J. A. J. Arumainathan
and M. Thanabalan.

Our Athletes took. part in the

Quadrangular Athletic Meet and fared
satisfactorily, annexing a fair number
of 1Ist and 2nd places.

Basket Ball:

The Inter-house Basket-ball tourna-
ment was keenly contested, though the
standard of the game witnessed showed
remaskable decline. We played a friend-
ly game with St. Joseph’s Juniorate and
participated in the Trimmer Basket=ball
tournament. A recognised body to pro-
motec the game and organise Inter-
collegiate fixtures is a dire need in the
North.

Badminton:

Our players participated in the com-
petitions organised by the Y.M.C. A.
and were invited by the University of
Jaffna to play friendly matches.

Table Tennis:

Many participated in the Inter-
house competitions both in the Senior
and Junior groups. Our teams had
friendly fixtures with the University of
Jaffna.

Chess Club:

The members participated in the Jaffna
Schools chess tournament as well as in
the All-Island tournament and fared
well in both.

Before I conclude the sports sec-

tion, I must express my sincere grati-
tude to the new and energetic oecre-
tary of Games, Mr. F. R. An.selmar.
who spared no pains rnor time to
supervise all. the activities of Games
and Sports. Our thanks are also due
to the Masters-in-Charge of the diffe-
rent sports activities, to Mr. S F.
Xavier for Cricket, Messrs, R. A.~
Thilagaratnam, G Arulanandam and
M. Mariasoosai for Soccer, Mr. F. R.
Anselmar for Athletics and Badminton,
Mr. X. D. M. Constantine for Table
Tennis, Chess and other indoor games,
and Mr, Thilagaratnam for Basket Ball.

We appreciate very much the services
rendered by Mr. S. K. E. Xavier and
Mr. A. Augustine in coaching ogar
Cricket and Soccer teams respectively,

Cultural Activities:

Having the Minister of Cultural
Affairs as our Chief Guest today,
there is no need to labour the point
as to how much we value the cultural
aspect of the training of our students.
The importance of involving one-self
in the cultural activities or the school
is time and again stressed during the
course of the year, for we are fully

convinced that cultural activities should
form an integral part of the life of
every student.

Fr. Thaninayagam Mutthamil Mantram:

Under the able and prudent gui-
dance of Vidwan Pulavar Mr. F. Anan-
darayer, the Thamil Mantram, with A.
Amirt!]a.rafj as president, organised vari-
ous activities, such as Oratorical con-
tests, Essay writing, Musical and dra-

matic contests, and debates. Among

. those who addressed the Mantram were

Eela -Venthan Vidwan Pulavar Pon
Sockalmgam. The guest of honour at
the Tamil Cultural Festival ‘Muththa-

mil Vizha’—was Vid
Shockalingam M. A_l wan Pulavar K.



English Day:

English Day activities were organised
by a committee of Semior Students with
M. K. M. J. Chellappah as chairman and
S. D. B. Constantine as Secretary, under
the wise guidance of Mr. J. A. J. Philips,
our senior English teacher. As in the
previous year, great enthusiasm stimu'ated
by the various activities, such as Elocu-
tion, Singing, Debate, Dialogue and
Drama, was due to the fact that competi-
tions were beld on an Inter-house basis.
Two challenge trophies were awarded in
memory of Messrs. F. N. C. Saverimuthu
and S.F. Santiapillai, both of whom
taught English with dignity and dedica-
tion. The Chief-guests at the English
Day celebrations were Mr. Anton Alfred
B. A, S. L. A. S. and his gracious wife.
We thank the student Committe, Mr.
J. A. . Philips and all other teachers of
English, and Fr. Vice Rector for all
the efforts put in and for the publica-
tion of the Souvenir.

Debating Society:

During the year under review, the
debating Society was revived, with Mr.
X.D. M. Constantine as its moderator.
The members participated in the U N.O.
Mock session sponsored by the Lions
of Jaffna. Inter-house debate compeli-
tion was organised and the F. N. C.
Saverimuthu challenge shield for the
‘winner was donated by the Young
Patricians of the OBA Jaffpa.
Dramatics:

We participated in the Shakespearean
Drama Competition sponscred by the
Y. M. C. A. and the Lions Club. The
standard of dramatics reached a creditable
mark ‘and St. Pa‘rick’s was  placed
second, becoming runner-up in the finals.
The best actor cup was won by a
Patrician M. A. Arulanandam. We thank

Mr. Thevapalan for directing the play,
]

and Mr. 8. F. Xavier for the keen

interest shown as Master-in-charge.

The Inter-house dramatic competi-
tion was keenly fought and the Long
House won the ‘Armstrong Challenge
Trophy’ staging scenes from ‘Romeo
and Juliet’. Our sincere thanks are due
to the newly appointed house-masters,
Messrs. G. Arulanandam, A. S. Augustine,
W. I. Navaratnam and M. Mariasoosai,
for their genuine enthusiasm shown. We
wish Fr. G. V. Pilendran, the newly
appointed Director of Dramatics every
success.

Scouts and Cubscouts:

There are 26 scouts in the Scout
Junior Troop, with 6 second class badge
holders, and 11 ‘membership badge
holders under the guidance of Messrs.
D. C. C. Santiapillai and M. Thanabalan.
Senior Scout Troop was.inaugurated on
27-3-81 with Messrs. S. Thiagarajah and
F. Francis in charge of 20 new recruits.
We congratulate Mr. W. J. Navaratoam
the Group Scout Leader who has been
promoted as Assistant District Com-
missioner, Town Area .

We have a band of 25 cubscouts
with 4 sixers as leaders. They meet
regularly on Wednesdays and hold special
meetings too. Mrs. R.'J. B. Xavier,
who is also an Asst. District Commis-
sioner (cubscouts), continUes 1o assist
cubscouts. We thank the Scouts and
Cubscouts and the teachers "in charge
of them for offering their services for
all important functions of the School.

The Social Service League:

The members of the Social service
League with S. P. Antony as president

aunder the guidance of the service-oriented

teacher-in-charge, Mr. A. S. Augustine,
besides their normal community services
rendered readily during the course of the



set apart,

year. observed a week, specially
when

called the Social Service Week,
they fully dedicated themselves to the
service of the Community. Rev. Frg
James Pathinathar, Director of Human

Development Centre, gave the animation
talk to the members. We thapk the
members for their self-less services to

the school and community-

The Advanced Level Union:

The Advanced Level Union had its
ususl round of activities and meetings
with J T. Nicholas as President and
B. G. Xavier as Secretary. Mr. J X. L.
Philips, the then Chairman, Ceylon
Electricity Board and President of the

0.B.A. Colombo Branch, and Mr. Anton
Allred, S.L_A.S., AGA, ACLEG

addresced the members at the monthly
meetings. Their activities culminated
with the Awmpual Dinner with Professor
D. Ramadas and N rs. Ramadas as
Chief Guests, Over 10 prircipals  of
schools and otber dist'nguithed guests
including Our Chief Pastor and  the
Guest Speaker Mr. A. Antony, Attorney-
at-Law praced the occasion. We thank
very sincerely Mr. X. D. M. Constantine
and Mr. R A. Thilagaratnam for guiding
smoothly the activities of the Union.
Interact Club:

With Mr. J. A. J. Arumainathan as
St1aff acvisor, the Interact Club continued
to serve the Communily in various ways,
under the responsible leadership of S. D.
M. Constantine, the President and M. S.
Packianathar, the Secretary.

Parents’ Day:

The kiddies of the Primary Depart-
ment entertained their parents at a well
attended evening function, at which His
Lordship the Bishop presided as head of
the Patrician family. The parents were
treated with a high quality assoriment
of musical, dranatic and dance items.
We are ever so grateful to the artistically
talented Principal of the Primary Depart-
ment, Sr..M. Seraphine, and the band of
devoted teachers who spared no pains to
make it an enjoyable evening.

The Hostel: \

In order to accommodate more Iin
the hostel, it became necessary to make
slight modification and convert part of
the Puvimanasinghe Hall, which is used

the Library. into the Boarders’ study
;'lsall, and usgthe top floor the Abraham
Hall—of the Matthews Block as the dor-
mitory. The hostellers play a ;pecial
role in the College, and they willingly
render their services when needed The
Parents of the hostellers joined their
children to celebrate the Hostel Day,
which served as an occasion 10 bid
farewell to Rev. Fr. L. Montfort who
was a father and friend to his adopted

children. We thank him for all his
loving concern and care towards his
charges as Warden. We welclome Fr.

Pilendran, the new wardcn, who spares

no effort nor pains to update the hostel.
Our sincere thanks are dueio Mr. K. S.
Santiapillai who watched over the iater-

ests of the hostellers as Boarding Master
for about 5 years very faithfully _and

conscientiously. _
The Augustine Block and Bishop Sherlock:

On the feast of St. Patrick, 17th
March 198', after the Concelebration
of the Festive Mass, the foundation

sione for a new building for the Primary
Department was laid by our Bishop,
the Patron and Properietor of the
College. With His Lordship’s generous
support and the help of the parents
and a few young Patrician friends living
abroad and well-wisher Fr. J. Michael
Saverimuthu, O. M. I. we were able to
complete the building within a short
period, due to the untiring efforts of
our Contractor Mr. J. Thevathas. On
10th January 1982, it was our joy,
::?Pplt:icss and privilege of having it
essed and declared open b
n}?blc friend Most Rey. 'Jcr:hn My. airl‘c’)zllz
"The Bishop of London, Ontario, Canada.

€ new two-storeyed bulding was
?hf'Steﬂe_d “Fr. L.J. Augustine Block”
L‘i’pagl"at?*“' memory of the former Prin-
W dU the Primary Department and
fa" en of the hostel, and choir-master
of the College. St. Patrick’s will ever be



grateful to our distinguished visitors

from Canada, Bishop John M. Sherlock
and Mgr. William O’ Brien, Vicar G:ne-

ral of Hamilton diocese, Ontario, for
the very substantial donation they made

to the College on this occasion.
The College Magazine:

After a lapse of a few years, “The
Patrician” appeared once again in the

Patrician horizon, in the words of the
Editor, *“with its radiant rays of a golden
age”. 1 am particularly indebted to Fr.

P. Jesunesan O. M. 1., our Vice-Rector,

who undertook the great burden of
editing the Magazine. He has accomp-
lished a difficult task admirably, and

I congratulate him and his associate
editors for the artistic, informative and
exhaustive presentation of the events of
the year 1980, _

I have come to the end of a lengthy,
detailed review of the work of the year

1981. 1 will not apologize for its length.
Those to whom it is addressed have a

right and a desire to know. Further

details will be found in the ¢Patrician
198 »? due before the end of next
month. 1 need only say that Fr. P.

Jesunesan O.M.I. the editor, is burning
the mid-night o’l over it.
The Old Boys:

We consider the Old Boys as an
integral part of our great Patrician

*

Our warmest felicitations to the following old boys on their achievements of which the

The Old Bays’ acﬁieuemem

Family. The OBA, the parent body in
Jaffna, with its dynamic executive com-
mittee has engaged -itself in various
activities for the welfare of its members
and of the you'h community at large.
The formation of the youth group—
““the Young Patricians of the OBA”
has also enhanced the Association. We
are particularly happy that the Colombo
Branch of the OBA has once again
begun to function meaningfully with
Mr. Cyril N. Lawrence, Managing Direc-
tor, Mackinnon Mackenzie Ltd, as its

president and Mr. S. X. Gnanasegaram
as Secretary.

Bishop of Manpar:

We Consider it a blessing and a
singular honour that one more of our
Old Boys bas been elevated 1o the
Bishopric. He is the seventh Patrician
Bishop-Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Savundra-
nayagam, the Ist Bishop of the newly
erected diocese of Mannar. By nature
unassuming and most accessible, Bishop
Tom, as he is affectionately and popularly
called, is a true Patrician-man of Faith
and Labour, and has left the impress
of a deeply spiritual and humble per-
sonality. We wish him long years of
fruitful labour in the new diocese.

Alma Mater is proud. We regret that due to lack of proper communication we are unable

to present a complete list.

The blame for any omissions havs to be shared by bothparties.

Rev. Fr. John B. Packianather, C.R. —Appointed Superior General of the Congregation

Very Rev. Fr. Xavier Cross— Vicar General, Mannar Diocese

Mr. H. B. Abeyeretna M.P.— Deputy Minister of Transport.
Prof. W. L. Jeyasingham —Appointed District President of Rotary 1951.

of the Rosarians.



Dr. Rex Ponniduarl F.F.A R.C.S. — Passed the Final Exam of tne Fellow of the Faculty
of Anesthasia of the Royal College of Surgeoas (England).

Mr. P. E. H. Savundranayrgam, A.CI.S. — Passed the final examination of the Institute
of Charterd Secretaries and Administrators (London?,

Mr. T. M. Augustine — Awarded Scholarship at the New Delbi Institute of Secretariate
; Training and Management and awarded Diploma in Financial
: Management for National Development.
Mr. F. M. Manuelpillai — Promoted Accountant Ceylon Electricity Board.
Mr. T. J. Joseph — Elected Associate member of the Institute of Cost and Management
- Accountant and appointed Chief Buyer Messrs. Lever Bros. (Cey) Ltd.
Mr. A. G. de. F, Manuelpillai - Class 1 of the Inland Revenue Service Deputy Commis-
sioner of Inland Revenue, A'Pura. -
Rev. Fr. A, J. V. Cnandrakanthan, M.A. — Lecturer in Christian Civilization in the Uni-
: versity of Jaffna.
Mr. B. J. Vincent — Deputy Chief Inspector of Accounts, Bank of Ceylon, Colombo.
Mr. J. N. B. Benedict — Public Relation Officer, Police H. Q.. Colombo.
Mr. G. S. Marianayagam — Chairman, District Development Council, Mullaitivu.

‘Mr. S. Rajaretnam — 0.1.C. Exercise Station Vavuniya.

Mr. S. A. Edward — Administrative Officer, N. R. T. B. :

Mr. E.S.W. Selvadurai - Appointed General Manager, Gestetner of Ceylon Ltd.,Colombo
Mr. S. Vivekananda — Director, Maharajah Organisation Ltd., Colombo.

Mr. J. L. Selvarajah — General Manager, Alliance Agencies Ltd., Colombo.

Mr. B. A. Balasigamany — Chief Accountant, Heath & Co . (Cey) Ltd., Colombo.

Mr. J. R. Santhiapillai — General Manager of General Sales Agents in Ceylon of Gulf Air-
Mr. J. R. Santhiapillai — Director, Shaw Wallace & Hedges Ltd., Colombo.
. Mr. M. Aloysius — Appointed Deputy Mayor, Jaffna.

Mr. F. B. Swampillai B. Sc.—Statistic Shipping executive Cargo Boat Despatch Co., Ltd .;

Mr. A. W. Arulanandam — Passed the B.Sc. Civil Engineering {(C. N. A. A.) and post-
graduate Diploma M. Geo. Technics London.

T. Gnanarajah — Appointed Assistant Lecturer in Chemistry, Batticaloa University
College. . :
S. Augustine — Appointed temporary Demonstrator, Faculty of Agriculture, University
‘of Peradeniya. J

A. M. T. Saverimuthu — Appointed Assistant Lecturer in Botany, University of Jaffna.

S. A. Rex B.Sc. (General)

Segar B.Sc. (General)
Thaninayagam B.Sc. (General)

J. A. Prince B Sc. (General)

S. Augustine B.Sc. (Agriculture) -

i
|
|
|
|
|




A. M, T. Saverimuthu B.Sc. (Special)

Rev. Fr. L. A. Singarayer, O.M.I. M.A., celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his priesthood
Rev. Fr. K. B. Santhiapillai, Celebrated the Silver Jubillee of his priesthood.

Ordained Priest:

Rev. Fr. F. Gnana Ananthan

Rev. Fr. C. G. Jeyakumar

Rev. Fr. P. Jerome Lambert - O.M.I.

We also record with deep regret the death of the following Old Boys:
Rev. Fr. John Singarayer

Rev. Fr. T. P. James O.M.Il. — Former Cricket Captain.

Mr. E. M. Mathiaparanam — Ret. District Judge.

Mr. Soosaipillai Ratnanather — President of the Board of Dircctors; Ceylon Printers
Group, Colombo.

Mr. B. H. Thanarajah

Mr. T. P. Clement — Former Cricketer.

Mr. P. Sivapatham — Former Cricketer.

Mr. T. J. Rajaretnam — High Court Judge.

Mr. B, Wilfred — Former Cricketer who established opening partnership record.

Mr. S. J. Vethanayagam — Rtd. Ass. Commissioner, Department, Inland Revenue.

Mr. J. F. X, Bastiampillai — Rtd. Secretary, Ceylon Printers Group, and earlier attached
, : 3 to Income Tax Dept. & C.T.B. Colombo.

Mr. G. L. Puvimanasinghe — Rtd. Asst. Supt. C.G R. c ;

Mr. A. Pakianayagam — Port Commissioner Colombo.

Mr. F. L. T. Martyn — Partner of Julius & Creasy

Mr. E. T. Arumainayagam

Mr. J. A. Jeharajah ;

Mr. J. A. P. Cherubim O.B.A. Colombo President — 1970.

Our Gratitude

Before I conclude I must personally thank in a very special way the “trio’ that
renders all activities into a harmonious blend. Fr. P. Jesunesan, o.m.i. our Vice Rector
"and Prefect of Studies of the Upper School who shares willingly and efficiently the brunt
of the burden of the Administration, together with Sr. M. Seraphine of the Primary Dept.
and Fr. G. V. Pilendran of the Middle School, supports me unreservedly in all spheres of
activities. T owe it to justice to proclaim that, if any credit may be given. to the authorities
of;the school for th: progressive state of things, it is my pride to assert, it goes all to this
*“trio” . who achieve it by their unflagging zeal and their constant devotion to duty. I
must say a special word of thanks to all the Sectional Heads: Mr. B. Lawrence for the
Advanced Level Classes, Mr. Albert Santhiapillai for Grades 10 &9, Mr. M. Mariasoosai

_ for the Middle School and Mrs. S. Matthews for the Lower School — and to my worthy
advisors, the ever-obliging Mr. A. S. Augustine and Mr. J. A. J. Arumainathan. '



A Special word of thanks is due to our Former Rector Rev. Fr. T.A.J. M_athura-
nayagam, presently of Long’s Institute at Kilinochchi who has very magnammousl?
presented us with some of these Green and Gold chairs that you bave the privilege to sit
on for the first time. '

We thank our prize donors for responding to our appeal very generously- 1 thank

the following for donating the Founded prizes:

Rt. Rev. Dr. L. R. Antony Bishop of Trincomalee-Batticoaloa for the
Bishop Guyomar memorial prize.

Fr. T. A. J. Mathuranayagam for the Bishop Emilianuspillai memorial prize-

Dr. J. P. C. Philips for the Philips memorial prize. :

Dr. W. A. Ferdinand for the Joseph Ferdinand memorial prize.

Mr. E.'S. W. Selvadurai for the A. J. Selvadurai memorial prize.

Mr. N. P. Jeganathan for the Fr. B. E. Alfred o.m.i. memorial prize.

Mr. C: N. Lawrence for the Lawrence memorial prize.

Dr. G. A. Amirthanayagam for the Mary Teresa Rasathy Amirthanayagam
: : memorial prize.

Dr. A. L. Abraham for the Mr. & Mrs. L. T. Abraham memorial prize.

Mr. R. H S. Phillips for the Mary Franeis memorcial prize.

We thank our Blessed Lord, His Blessed Mother Mary, and St. Patrick our Patron for

the numerous blessings that have been showered on us during the past year. ‘

Ladies and Gentlemen, We thank you for encouraging us by vour presence this evening-

We thank you, my Lord, for your paternal solicitude and your presence this evening with

us.

~ Finally we thank you, Hon’ble Sir, for having so readily consented to be our Chief
Guest and honoured us by your presence. To you, Mrs. Hurulle, we genuinely express
our gratitude for permitting your husband to travel this long distance inspite of the
medical advice to the contrary, and for having so elegantly graced the occasion to distri-
_ bute the prizes. God bless you all.

Fr. G. A. Francis Joseph
Rector



PRVZE

FOUNDED PRIZES

The Bishop Guyomar Memorial Prize, Founded by Rt. Rev. Dr. L. R. Antony

Bishop of Trincomalee, Batticaloa

The Bishop Emilianuspillai Memorial Prize, Founded by Fr. T. A. J. Mathuranayagam.
The Phillips Memorial Prize, Founded by Dr. J. P. C. Phillips. :

“The Joseph Ferdinand Memorial Prize, Founded by Dr. W. A. Ferdinand.

The A. J. Selvadurai Memorial Prize. Founded by Mr. E. S. W, Selvadurai.

The Fr. B. E. Alfred O.M.I. Memorial Prize, Founded by Mr. N. P. Jeganathan,

The Lawrence Memorial Prize Founded by Mr. C. N. Lawrence.

‘The Mary Teresa Rasathy Amirthanayagam Memorial Prize, Founded by Dr. G. A, Amir-

thanayagam,

The Mr. & Mrs. L. T. Abraham Memorial Prize, Fouded by Dr. A. L. Abraham.
The Mary Francis Memorial Prize, Founded br Mr. R. H. S. Phillips.

DONORS

His Lordship the Bishop of Jaffna

Rev. Mother Provincial Holy Family

Mr. P. Alphonsus Convent,

Mr. Anton Alfred (in Memory of Dr.
Chrysostom Joseph)

Fr. J. A. Dominic

Mr. M. Benjamin

Mr. S. N. Chelvanayagam -

Mr. T. M. Antonipillai

Mr. Joseph Emmanuel

Mr. K. N. Jeyaseelan

Dr. S A. Vettivelu

Mrs. B. R. Constantine

Mr. N. James J. P.

Sir. S. Pararajasingam

Mr. Edwin A. Mariampillai

Fr. Patrick Gnapapragasam

Mr. B. J. Aloysius

Mr. C. F. Swampiliai

Prof. W. L. Jeyasingam

Dr. S. P. E. Innasithamby J. P.

(in Memory of Mr. & Mrs. S. S. Innasi-
Mr. R. J. Rajakariar thamby)
M r. Francis St. Roche
Mr. S. Thommaipillai
Dr. Charles Santiapillai
Mr. E. Constantine

‘Mr. V. C. Kunchithapatham

Fr. P. J. Jivaratnam O.M.L

Mr. J. A. John

Mr. S. J. Selvanayagam

Mr. A. B. Fernandes

Mr. T. Kulananyagam

Mr. R. J. Satheeskumar

Mr. S, Sivarajasingam

Mr. K. B. Ranaweera

Mr. S. Rajaslngham

Fr. S. J, Emmanuel

Mr. A. E. Puvimanasinghe
(in Memory of J. S. Puvimanasinghe)

Mr. J. N. Christian

Mr. S. Arulanandam

Mr. J. Gnanapragasam J.P.

Mr. P. Thevarajah

Fr. A. Gnanapragasam

Mr. Basil Constantine

Mr. S. X. Gnanasegaram

Mr. R. Thambynayagam

Mr. A. Scbastian

Mr B, J. Ariyanayagam

Mr. F. R. F. Arulsothy

Mr. M. D. Emmanuel

Mr. B. 1. Ariyanayagam

Mr. T. Benedict |



Mr. N. S. Tharmanayagam

Mr. B. M. Saverimuthu B G. Catheresao

) il-::,;::::hesan : ' , S. Nirmala: Sobers
,» M. A. Asoharaja o Pcter.
.+» G. David S o Saverimuthu

S. Nagendira

,» V. M. Selvathurai ve

,» A. M. Stanley ,, P. Pilendran

.. J.A. Selvapathan ., N. S. Tharumanayagam
(in Memory of Mudaliyar & Mr. 8. M. s» ¥ E. Jacob

Mrs. R. A. R. Paalarjee

i 1 h i
P. Arulappah) Mr. A. V. A. J. Wijeyaretnam

Dr, A. A. Mariampillai

Mr. Cyril S. Chinniah . . Anauth_arajah
Dr. Alphonsus Athanasyar s N Ry Eeonges g
Mr. A. Santiapillai ., P.P. Prince Gabriel
., S. Carol Mélvin Mrs. M. S. Manoharan
+» S. 0. Godwin , Mr. A. C. Joseph
,» S. Rayappu ,» F.C. Vethanayagam ._
,» N. Thurasingham ,» F.R. Arulsothy
,, K.K.Subramaniam - »» A. Jesuthasan
,» K. Sundaralingam . Dr. E. E. Peries
,» N. Navaseelan Mr. J. X L. Phillips
,» S.J. Paalarjee ~,, B.1J. Vincent ‘
,» S. Kugatharan - ,» R. E. V. Sandrasekera
,» R. Jesuthasan ' : ,» R. Francis
Mrs. M. Edward ; . A.S. V. Nicholas
Mr. M. Thurasingham ,» A.S. Arulanandam J.P.
,» T. Gnanaseelan ,» A.V.R. Joseph
+» R. Sebastian : ., F.H.S. Johnpillai
,s D. Jesuthasan .» A.Gnanapragasam

.. 8. Emmanuel
Mrs. M. Ritammah

,» S, Francis
,» C. S. Sebaratnan

Mr. E. Sebamalai ,» G. A. Gnanapragasam
,» D. Alexander ,» V-5.8. Augustine
,» S. Sinnathurai ' «» A. Cyprian
,» P. Jesuthasan ; »» J. Pedurupillai
,» R. Kulanayagam . M. Mariampillai
., A. Gratian .» A.C. Sebanayagam
,, E.P.M. Jeyarajah Fr. L. Montfort
,» P.S. R. Benjamin Mr. M. Jacobk
,» D. Pathinather »» S.F. M. Arokiapathar
- =G Alfred »» P.P.A. Luckman

,» A. Rayappu _ ] »» G, Vasanthakumar.



Mr. M. Mohan Mr. L. Ayadurai

,» M. Jeyarajah ,» T. Tharusliyanthan
Fr. S. A. Sinnarasa »» K. J. Antony
Fr. B. Soosaipillai ,» F. Marianayagam
Mr. A. Annasamypillai ,» B. Anandarajah
,, Cyril Gnanapragasam ,» A. Arokianathar
., Victor Gnanpapragasam ., R. Thurairatnam
,» S. Joachimpillai .» M. N. Nicholas
,, N. Antonypillai ., S, Albert

,» B. Thayalatheva ,» L. Jesuthasan
,» A. Joseph Fr. J. B. Devarajah
-,, A. Ferdinand - Mr. J. Gregery '

,» R. L. Jeyakaran

,» G. P. Firminus
,» S. Christopher

,; V. M. Thiraviam

,» A. Anton ., S. M. Preman

,,» A. Thanandran . ,,» M, S. Mariathasan |
,. G. Navaratnam Mrs. T. N. Victoria.

,.» S. Albert Mr. J. Amalraj

,, V, Kanagasundaram
,, B. Antonypillai
,» J. Rajendran

,, F. R. S. Kathirgamanathar
,,» A. E. Rajendran 3

S. Kumarasamy .. B. A. Charles
,» M. Xavier ,» N. Nadarajah

.» S. Stephen ,» Emelianus

: ,, C. Francis
»» S. Nadarajah ,, Senthoorvasan
,» J. Clarence

F. Francis

,» Julian Roy 28 s

: ., P. Innasimuthu

] SS I;:?;::f:}:; . ., S. Kumarasooriyar

" A. W. Nelson | ., B. A Boniface

,» S. Maxmin ., E. R. Joseph

S T. Jeevaratnam s ‘G. 8. K. Manue]pilla.i
s NS e ., M. A. Rouseval

., S. Alfred ., A. Sebastian

,» G. A. Balarasa .» P. Loganathan

,» M. V. Earnest o0 8. David

,» G. G. Luchman Mrs. M- R. Francis

,» S. Nadarajah Mr. M. J. J. Puvirajasinhe
,» S. Santhigan ,» J. Arulkumaran

»» V. Rajasegaram ,» 0. Cyril

., N. C. Emmanuel +a M. Nadarajah

,» S. Thiyagarajah 4 'I‘hillaikanlhakan

,, Kathirkamanathar ,, C. Vinokumar

,» C. Anandarajah ., 1. Patninathan

,» A. James e SN Coomarasingham
,» K. Sebastiampilla ., C, D. S. Emmanuel

,» S. Sinnathamby LoBC R TRy Rajkumar



Mr. A. P. Jesuthasan Mr. S. J. Gunaratnam
A. 1. Perampalam

" M. Pathinathar a j :
., I. Emmanuel e AntonYPl“ﬂl
,» L. T. Jeyanathan ., S. Emilianu$

,» Balasundram T P9 Asirvatham_
.» A. David ,, V. J. Constantine
.» P. Jeyapalan ., C. Anandarajah

Fr. M. M. Bastian ., G. David

Mr. S. E. Alphonsus ., A. Antonipillai

K
A
13
S

.» R. Satchithanandan . Sundaralingam
,» T. Thubyanthan

e

. Arokianather

Dr. P. Anpandan T

Mr. S. A. Edward y» L. G. Joseph

.o K. Sanmugam Nl . Chrysostom

Mrs. C. Swampillai ,, S. E. Joseph

Mr. Z. Singarayer ., M. Aloysius
(in memory of Mr. D. James) Fr. Xavier Croos

CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE BUILDING FUND

Mr. A. Thevarajah — ° West Germany

Mr. C. S. Christopher —  London

Mr. Anton Wijaysunder . . -  Saudi Arabia L
Mr. M. F. Santiago —  Nigeria

Mr. Rajakumar L. Rajaratnam - London

Mr. Clement Rajendra e U. S. A.

Mr. N. Wigneswaran — Saudi Arabia

Total Contribution — Rs 4931 - 28



PRIZE
Kindergarten .
Class Prize:

1 Kg.A-L.T. A. Thanganayaga:ﬁ

2 Kg.B-J. Kokulan

General Proficiency:
A. L. Labontine
L. T. A. Thanganayagam
P. J. C. Theivendran
A. Joseph
Jude Starnisperl

Religious Knowledge:
1 A. L. Labontine
2 L. T. A. Thanganayagam
T. Antonythas
A. Joseph

Tamil:

1 A.L.Labontine
2 A. Joseph

English:

1 Jude Starnisperl
2 J. Kokulan

Arithmetic:
1 J. Mathuranthahan
J. Kokulan
A. L. Labontine

Environmental Studies:
1 G. Muralitharan
C. R. Samson Selva
A. Joseph

Grade 1

" Class Prizes

1 A—F.A. Valentine
1 B-J.J. Justine

General Proficiency:
F. A. Valentine
G. P. Damian Rohan
A. Anton Maxi
1. J. Justine

WINWERS - §954

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Religious Knowledge:
1 F. A. Valentine
2 J. J. Justine
Tamily
1 F. R.S. Kathirgamanathan
2 F. A. Valentine -
English:
1 F. A. Valentine
2 1. J. Justine
Arithmeétic:
1 B. Thevapalan
2 F. R. S. Kathirgamanathan
Environmental Studies:
1 F. A. Valentine -
2 G. P. Damijan Rohan
Grade II
Class Prize:
Il.LA—S. A. Ramesh
II.B—G. G. Luksman
General Proficiency:
S. A. Ramesh
G. G. Luksman
G. Jehan Gnanadharshan
Religious Knowledge: '
1 S.A.Ramesh
2 G. G. Luksman
A. A. J, Suresh
Tamil:
1 S. A. Ramesh
2 S. Sivapalan
English:
1 S. A.Ramesh
2 G. G. Luksman
Arithmetic:
1 S. Ramesh
2 A.J. Inpajothy
Environmental Studies:

1 S. A. Ramesh
2 G. G. Luksman



Grade III
Cla;s Prize:
I1I. A—P. J. Dinesh

1Ii. B—C. M. D. Manoharan

General Proficiency:
C. M. D. Manocharan
A. G. Rajshanker

Religious Knowledge:
1 C. M. D. Manoharan
2 P. J. Dinesh
Tamil:
1 C.M.D. Manoharan
2 E.L.C. Jeyaraj
English:
1 A. G. Rajshanker
2 T.J. Arjuna
Arithmetic:
1 C. M. D. Manoharan
2 T. Ratnakanthan
Environmental Studies:
1 C. M. D. Manoharan
2 P. J. Dinesh
Grade I_V

Class Prize:

1V. A—P. Christy Pratheepan

IV.B-L. Parthipan
IV. C—A. A. Rajanayagam
General Proficiency;
R. C. Marianayagam
E. C. AugustineR
A. A. Rajanayagam
Francis Jebachelvam
Religious Knowledge:
1 E. E. Julianus
2 P. Christy Pratheepan
Tamil:
1 L. Parthipan
2 G. Anto Kepnedy
English:
1 Sanjeev Alfred
2 P. Christy Pratheepan

Arithmetic:
1 L. Parthipan.
2 J. 1. Nicholas
Environmental Studies:

1 L Parthipan
2 Sanjeev Alfred

Grade V

Class Prize:
V.A—J. L. Spencer Bruno
V.B—R. L. Gunaratnam

General Proficiency:

R. L. Gunaratnam
D. A, Jackson

R David

E. A. M. Nirmalaraj
J. L. Spencer Bruno
S. A. Priantha

J. R. Franklin

P. Mount Dulas

Religious Knowledge:
P. A. Lucksman
C. L. W. Patrick
P. R. Gracious
Tamil:
1 R. L. Gunaratnam
2 D. A. Jackson
English:
1 8. A. Priantha
2 P. Mount Dulas
R. L. Gunaratnam
Arithmetic:
1 D. A. Jackson
2 J. L. Spencer Bruno
Arithmetic: -
IR L Gunaratnam
2 Al Jackson
The Joseph Ferdinand Memorial Prize

for Best Performance (Primary School)
R. L. Gunaratnam




Grade VI

Class Prize:
VI. A—R. Nirmalaraj

VI. B—H. J. C. Vetbanayagam

VI.C—G. S. Saverimu_thu

General Proficiency:
H. J. C. Vethanayagam
G. S. Saverimuthu
A. Sherington
Religious Knowledge:
1 G. S. Saverimuthu
2 H.J.C. Vethanayagam

Tamil:

I H.J C. Vethanayagam
T

J
E.-T. Athanasiar

T T - =
N. Yogarajah

" N
English:
1 P. M. T. Nishanthan
2 G@G. S. Saverimuthu
Mathematics:
1 H.J. C. Vethanayagam
2 C. Anton Rajan
. Science
1 N. Muralitharan
2 @G. S. Saverimuthu
- A. Sherington
Social Studies:
1 G.S. Saverimuthu
2 H. . C. Vethanayagam
Hygiene:
G. S. Saverimuthu

Wood Work:
H. J. C. Vethanayagam'

Art:
G. S. Saverimuthu

Carnatic Music:

F. A. Armstrong

Western Music:
P. M. T, Nishanthan

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Hinduism:

S. Uthayakumar
Grade VII
Class Prize:

VII. A—S. L. Jegananthan
VII. B—A. G. Manivannan
VII. C—J. J. A. Bebbington

General Proficiency:

S. L. Jegannathan

A. G. Manivannan
A. Pepitus

J. J. A. Bebbington

Religious Knowledge:

1 A. Pepitus
2 A. V. Saverimuthe

_ Tamil:

1 A. Pepitus
2 S. L. Jegannathan

" English:

1 A. Pepitus
2 S. L. Jegannathan

Marh'ematics: _

1 A. Pepitus

2 8. Muthukrishnan
Science: '

1 B. D. Arumainathan
2 A. D. C. Regulas

' Social Studies:

1 A. Pepitus
2 J.J. A. Bebbington

H ygiene: .
B. D. Arumainathan

Weood Work:
J. J. A. Bebbington

Art:
G. K. Marian-

Carnatic Music:
A, Jebanesan



Western Music:

S. L. Jegannathan
Hinduism:

M. K. Mamakesan

Grade VIII

Class Prize:

VIII A—M. L. Selvaratnam
VILI.B —V. Devananda

VII1.C—A. G. Surendrakumar

VIII.D—A. Faustin

General Proficiency:
A. G. Surendrakumar

Religious Knowledge:

1 A. G. Surendrakumar

2 S. A. Gladstone
Tamil: !

1 A. G. Surendrakumar

2 A.R. Perera
English: i

1 A. A. Benecdici

2 A. E. Rajakamar
Mathematics:

1 A. G. Surendrakumar

2 S. Sabesan

Grade IX
Class Prize:
~1X. A—C. J. Surendra
IX.B-P.J. Yalenline
IX. C-1J. A. Pillainayagam
1X. D-G. L. Gnanadeva
Religious Knowledge:

1 C.]J. Surendra
2 A. Niranjan

Tamil:
1 C.]J. Surendra
2 J.C. Paul Rehan
English: -
1 P.J. Valentin
2 P. R. Romniciit

Science:

1 J. D. Sugantharaj
2 T.R. Jesuthasan

Social Studies:
1 A.Silva
8. J. Wijeyaratnam
Hygiene:
A. G. Surendrakumar

Agriculture:

V. Devananda
Art: _

M. Angelo

Carnatic Music:

M. L. Selvaratnam
Western Music:
A. G. Surendrakumar

Hinduism:
V. Devananda

The Fr. B. E. Alfred Memorial Prize for
Best Performance Middle School

A. G. Surendrakumar

UPPER SCHOOL

Mathematies:

1 B. C. Christian
2 M. K. Shanthakumar

Science:

1 C.J. Surendra
2 P. J. Valentine

Social Studies:

1 C.J. Surendra
2 P.J. Valentine
Hygiene:
S. Wt Kingsly
Agriculture:
P. R. Shivanthan




Art:

S. W, Kingsly
Carnatic Music:

G. L. Gnanadeva

Hinduism:

Grade XI (1st year)

Class Prize:
XI. M—J. Raymond
XI.C—S. L. Rupert

S. Kanagasenthilnathan General Proficiency:
Grade X R. Vasavan
Class Prize: Physics:
X. A—M. Chester R. Vasavan
X.B—S. A Jeyaseclan Chemistry:
X. C—S. R. Constantine R. Vasavan
X. A—J. K! Joseph Pure Maths:
- X B —S. Christhurasa ¥, Raymond
Religious Knowledge: Applied Maths:
S. A. Jeyaseelan S. 7. Marith
S. E. Vasantharajah i TRENRE
Tamil: ' Boiany:
1- G.J. Vimalorajah R. Vasavan
2 B.S. Selvanandarajah Zoology:
English: R. Vasavan
1 J. 7. L. Michael Accounts:
2 S. E. Vasantharaj:h S. L. Rupert .
Mathematics: Commerce:
No Award S. L. Rupert
Science: : Economics
1 S.R. Constantine S. L. Rupert
Christianity:

Social Studies:

1 8. J. Jeyaseelan
2 8. F. Kovappar

M. Jesuretnam
Tamil :

Hygiene: A. I. Yavis
S. J. Jeyaseelan S. L. Rupert
~ Metal Work: Grade XI (2nd year)
C. P. J. Pantalian , Class Piize:
Art: XT1.B—J. C. P. Raiendra

XI. M- V. S. C. Raviraj

B. S. M. Ariarajah
XI. C—G. V. L. Hillary

Carnatic Music:

S. F. Kovappar
Hinduism:

N. Ganeshkumar
The Selv: durai memorial Prize for
Best Performance

S, J. Jeyaseelan

' General Proficiency:

N. Senthilraj
J. C. P. Rajendra
V. S. C. Raviraj

- Physics:

V. S. C. Raviraj



X11. B,-M. C. Pathmarajah

Chemm?.nc; P. Rajendra XII. M ;—F. A. Rajasooriyar
Pure Maths: XIl. C,—M. C. Seramaan
I. B. Constantine e PhysiCS:R oy
A !. b . . €5 N ; 7
g Iedf;hsc Ravira j! Chemistry: (The Phillips Memorial Prize)
Botany: . : R. Kesavan ' .
: N. Senthilraj Pure Maths: (The Mary Francis Mer;o_rlal
y ; " - . ze
Zoology: (The Abraham Memorial Prize) rize)
N. Senthilraj M. R. Jeyamanoharan
Accounts: Applied Maths:
E. J. Emmanuel P. Gnanachandran
Commerce: Botany:
T. Emmanuel J. Jeyathasan
Economics: Zoology: .
E. J. Emmanuel No award
Christianity: Accounts:
G. V. L. Hillary No award . : r
Tamil: Commerce: (The Lawrence Memorial Prize)
G. V. L. Hillary ‘ T. F. B. Vethanayagam
Grade XII Economics:
Class Prize: P. Ilango Peter ‘

Christianity: (The Amirthanayagam Memo-
T. F. B. Vethanayagam (rial Prize
Tamil:
A. Amirtharaj

XI[. B—T. N. Thirumaran
XII. M—M. R. Jeyamanoharan
XI1I. C—T. F. B. Vethanayagam

Prizes for distinctions obtained in G. C. E. (A/L)

M. P. R. Emmanuel — distinctions in Applied Maths and Physics
F. Anton:Rajasooriar — % Pure Maths
R. C. S. Augustine e i Pure Maths
S. J. A. Ravindran = e Pure Maths
M. David Ty e X Applied Maths
P. Gnanachandran — S Applied Maths
T. F. B Vethanayagam — ’s Christianity
Prizes for Scouting :
Juniors: J. J. Bebbington Cub Scouts: 1 T. G. Minoshan
~ T. Joe Theokumar . ) 2 M. J. Sakthijeevan
Prize for the Best actor _ ' Prize for the best Performance in—A/L
A. M. Arulanandam T. N. Thitumaran
" . Elocution Contest —
g gln.giish_} g KT _ Tamil:
ub-juveniles — S..Alfre ; o] :
Juvef:iles — H. J. C. Vethanayagam j::r;gf:s 1 i Aé P;.l?nth;_
Juniors — 8. L. Jegannathan . A AR DA AR U
Intermediates — J. T. R. Vethanayagam Inre{-med:ates = L. 4 Thevarajah
Seniors Prize — N. T. Swampillai Seniors — S. L. Rupert

(The Bishop Guyomar Memorial Prize)
Post Seniors — A. M. Gunaretnam



OPEN PRIZES

Medals Awarded:
General Knowledge:
Jude Nicholas
Religious Knowledge:
Upper School — J. C.Paul Rohan
Middle School — P. Punithanayagam
Cups Awarded:
Best Footballer — S. Michael Thasan
Best Cricketer — M.K.M J. Chellappa
The Patrician of the year: The Bishop Emilianuspillai Memorisl Prize;
: — T. N. Thirumaran

Colours:
Football — S. Michael Thasan
T. E. Tibutius
L.I. S. Gunaretnam
R. A. Jeyarajah

Cricket @~ — M.K.M.J Chellappa
T. E. Tibutius
A. M. Gunaretnam

Table T#nnis — M. C. Seramaan

Inter Homse Competition:

Dramatics — F. J. Armstrong Challenge trophy
Long House
Debate — F. N.C, Saverimuthu Chsilenge trophy

Donated by The Young Patricians
Matthens House

Elocution ~ 8. F. Santhiapillai Challenge trophy
Donated by Dr. C. Santhiapillai
Dunpe Hoase

Athletics — Bonjean Houvse
Cricket — Matthews Honse
Football — Daonpe Honse

The Guyomar Shield for the year 1981 is awarded to
Matthews House.
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Address by the Chief Guest, Mr. W. M. P. B.

T. N. Thirumaran
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Prize - Day Address by the Chief Guest,
Mr. W. M. P B. Menikdiwela Secretary to
H. E. the President of Sri Lanka. —1981

Your Lordship, Rev. Father Rector, Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters, Distinguished visi-
tors, Parents, Past Pupils, Friends and Patricians.

It is indeed an honour and a privilege to be able to re-visit the school
and be with all of you today. I particularly appreciate the opportunity of ‘parti-
cipating in this event with the warmth of personal connections established across
the years with my college. I am deeply indebted to great men like Rev. Fr. Long
and Rev. Fr. Mathews and outstanding teachers such as Reév. Fr. John, Rev Fr.
Charles and Rev. Fr. Mathuranayagam and Messrs Alageratnam, Armstrong, Jacob,
J. S. B. Selladurai, Harihara Iyer and A. A. Joseph, for kindly shepherding of my
career, moulding my character and instilling the spirit of self-discipline into me-
Therefore 1 humbly state that the ability and aptitude to carry omn with the
diverse nature of my present work alone, suffices to testify to the broad-based
nature of the education I received at St. Patricks.

Rev. Father Rector, thank you very much for your kind words spoken about
me and my wife. 1 have indeed not forgotten the formative influence that St.
Patricks had on my early life and 1T am deeply grateful for it. Your memory is
indeed remarkable giving me glimpses and details of myself that T hardly remem-
ber. I congratulate you Rev. Father, on your great achievements during the first
year of your stewardship. You have very successfully steered the course of the
institution with undeniable service to meet the challenge of directing our youth.

In the world over, despite centuries " of educational programmes, despite
schools and despite the ‘adult literacy campaigns the vast npumber of ignorant and
illiterate are growing.

We rarely ask why countries should combat illiteracy because the answers
seem so commonplace - that is to raise the cultural level of society; to provide
minimal knowledge so that the bulk of the population can uandertake more com-—
plex roles in development and, shall I say, to incorporate all the population more
effectively into the structure and functions of society. We are all agreed on the
desirability of education for we argue that only then. would the under-privileged
classes are able to participate in political, social and economic processes.

The present day world is marked by a population explosion, the imperative
requirements of economic development and the fight against hunger, the scientific
and technological revolution, the multiplication of knowledge and the rise of the
masses. This world is making and will make many new demands on education. If
education is mot to fail in its task then indeed it must make usc of new means.

1



Since 1943 all countries have undergone fantastically swift environmental

changes brought about by a number of concurrent wqud.wldc rcvpﬁluuons in
science and technology; in economic and political affairs; 10 dcmographlb_ and so-
cial structures. Educational systems have growa and changed moie rapidly than
ever before. But they have adopted all too slowly to the faster _pace of events
on the move all around them. There is therefore disparity taking many forms

between educational systems and their environments.
_of-school training and educational

h commonly termed ‘Non-formal
‘Continuing Education’, ‘on

To breach this gulf, an assortment of out
activities have sprung up. These activities thoug
Education®’’ go by different names - “‘Adult Education, :
the job or in service training’, ‘Accelerated Training’, ‘farmer worker training’
and so forth. You will agree with mz that noi-formal educirida has aa exiremely
vital role to play whether in continuing education of aiready educated persons
specially in the developed countries; or in bringing literacy and useful skills to
masses of peopl: mn the developing nations who were deprived of formal school-
ing Thus non-formal education 1s a great boon 1n contémporary civilization. [t
touches the lives of many people and when well aimed have a high potential for
contributing quickly and substantially to individual and national development This
is where, you our educatjonists of Sri Lanka can make an immense and lasting
contribution to educstion-by shouldering the arduous task of salvaging the educa-
tional investment represented by those thousands who leave primary and secondary
school. and drop outs who as vet have no jobs, but who cun b: fitted for some
kind of employment with appropriate forms of special training.

To you students | make an equally important message. School is no doubt
an integrated entity where everyone of you has a special place and has the oppor-
tunities to develop his maximum potential rezeiving indviduial atteation. But edua-
cational technology which were origiaally designed to serve a relatively small and
homogeneous group his now- in the face of dvmnamic changss in the world over,
largely carried over and applied to a much larger and far more heterogsneous
su‘ug_cnt clientele. Today a g-eat deal of changes are necessary in the standard
-cu=riculum; w the Examiniwion system: in the normal class size and even in the
Pupil Teacher Ratio. Al muach more flexible and diversifizd system is necessary to
meet the present needs- In reality, 1s it not always outside of the school. not
inside it, that we leirn the vast majority of the things we know? Hiven’t we to
:pow__ac_;ommodale s'udents having a much wider range of family and cultural
origins, academic intelligence and motivation and career inspirations and prospects?
This brings us face to face with the central problem of out-of-school education:
a forming o! the mdwidual- and society, produced by meins of human in\fc”"oqg’
byt without such an intention on the part of the producers and also without
awareness on the part of those who are its objects and undergo it. A formun
of which the sense direction results in attitudes and behaviour assure;dl f reagt
importance-but of which we know less thin if 1t ware a question of n}:u?ral " he-
nomena. In contrast to the relative neatness and cohe-ence of the totmal edEca-




tional syste‘m,l this out-of-the-school educational activities -are an untidy lot that
defies description, on the diagnosis and measurement of systematic planning. Few
nations have even a mod:rately good inventory of their present activities gm this
realm, much less an assessment of future needs and how best to meet them.

_ The aim of these out-of-the-school educational activities are often unclear
their clientele undefined, and responsibility for their management and findiﬁg'
scattered across dozens of public and private agencies. They spring up, spontane-
ously come and go, at times succeed brilliantly, but just as often die unnoticed.
Nobody in particular is in charge of monitoring them, of ke_eping their evolving
pattern in over-all perspective or of harmonizing them and boosting their effici-
tency and effectiveness. But nevertheless it is a must in contemporary civilization.

What T am trying to say to you students is of course that school educa=
tion must bz regarded not as the 2nd but as the fundimsntal componsat of total
educational activity which includss both institutionalised and ou.-of-school educa-
tion. The el:msnts of a total education systen which fulfills such functions as the
formation of values, the orientation of pzrsonalities, .the development of skills for
civic participation, has to exist and function therefore independently outside the
formal educational system.

Lastly my wife joins me in thanking you one and all once again for affor-
ding us the pleasure of being here with you today. Thank you.

Prize - Day Address by _The_ Chief Guest,
Honourable Mr. E. L. B. Hurulle (Minister ot Culwral Affairs)
— 1982

Your Lordship the Bishop of Jaffna, Rev. Fr. Rector, Rev. Fathers and
Sisters, distinguished Guests, Patricians both past and present, and Friends.

First of all, T must thank Fr. Rector and all of you for having invited my
wife and myself 10 be the Chief Guests at your Prize-giving today. I maust alio
thank you for having received us coigdially as we arrived at the entrance to your
College,

When 1 entered yonr premises this afterncon, I felt that 1 was on strange
ground because the face of the College, particularly this part had changed. —But
when | listened to the Rector’s speech, T found that although the face had changed,
the spirit had continued. Ladies and Genilemen, in tact, it is a pride for me 10
know that the College had maintained the same old traditions and also kept up

its good work.



Many people asked me why I left a College in a salubrious climate- Trinity
College, Kandy, and came over to St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna. f\s you wou?d
have heard I started my school carcer firstly in a Rom.an Catholic Convent in
Kandy, thereafter in another Roman Catholic Convent in Kegalle, thereafter at
Trinity College, Kandy, and came up here. In fact, I was also puzzled Iv?hen my
brother and I were sent up to St. Patrick’s College. So we made enquiries agsto
why we were sent here. We got a surprising answer; that because we were
mischievous and not concentrating on our studies, that we were s_ent t-o St.
Patrick’s College, Jaffna. I am sure that most of the younger .gcnerauon will not
know the record of St. Patrick’s atthat time. The British Empure was a vast one.
The British Empire had several colonies including Ceylon as Sri Lanka was then
known. St. Patrick’s had successively got first place in the results of the Cambridge
Senior and also the London Matric in the entire British Empire. When I listened
to your Rector’s speech, I felt that the same old staqdards, the good standards
were being carried on.

In the report there was one thing that struck me particularly as very importagt-
a thing that is very essential today - namely this little passage; °¢ The Purpose of .
our existence :~ St. Patrick’s was founded for a purpose distinctly its own. She
~was founded to supply a need which has always existed and will continue to ex'st.
Her aim was not merely to teach letters and numbers, but to impart an essen-
tially religious education which would enhance the growth of the total personality.”’
I fully agree with that. If you look at the world around us today,  you’ll find
turmoil all over: wars, money being spent on weapons of destruction, people
engaging in wars, nuclear weapons being manufactured, and the younger genera-
tion taking to drugsand ruining their entire future. What is the cause of all this?
The cause is, it has dawned on many people in these other countries at last,
that in their countries they concentrated only on economic development, only on
improving the standard of living of their people, manufacturing nuclear arms,
trying to get ahead of another nation and forgetting religion. Religion was relegated
to the background. People forgot Religion and that is why we see turmoil in all

those countries outside Sri Lanka. We are fortunate that in Sri Lanka, our people,

whatever  religion they profess, have one common aim, namely to follow the religion
of their choice. That is why Sri Lanka is not undergoing the troubles that the
other countries are facing today. That is why I am very happy as Minister of
Cultural Affairs of this country, to have listened to that part of the Report.

St. Patrick’s realised this long ago. It took several years, decades, for people of
other countries to realise what St. Patricks had preached. _

In Sri Lanka you'll find that there is freedom of religion. Nobody compels
one to follow any religion. People are free to practice one’s own religion.: Peapls
are free to express their views. People are free to criticize the Government. This
fs something that we have established as a Party wedded to democracy. If you
look back to the period prior to 77, you will realize that you were not able to




live freely. In fact 1 was talking toa gentleman today who entertained us to Tea;
he was telling us that prior to "77 people were living in fear, not knowing what
would happen before the morrow dawned - whether his property would be confis-
cated, whether his home would be confiscated and he and his family would be
thrown on to the sireets. Businessmen were perturbed. A few favourites were able
to get the plums. This is what one gentleman told us this afternoon,

This is something we all cherish - Democracy. If vou look at the world
outside, you will find that the flame of democracy has gone out in several countries.
In the so-called Socialist countries, there is no freedom of speech, no freedom of
worship, no freedom of association, no freedom of criticism. I had the privilege
of visiting the so-called socialist countries. We were taken to Museums where the
Governments of those countries take great pride in them. What were these Museums?
They were Churches, Christian Churches, Roman Catholic Churches, Buddhist temples,
Mosques. They have all been converted into Museums. The people are not allowed
to practice any religion whatever. :

Now in your report, your Rector mentioned that one of the aims of St.
Patrick’s when it was founded was to impart a religious education. We must thank
the founders of St. Patrick’s for having thought that Religion was an essential
part of one’s life. As Minister of Cultural Affairs, I have always said both in
and out of Parliament that 1 am not here as Minister of Culture to look’ after
only Sinhala Buddhist culture. 1 have repeated that over and ever again. Some
think that we are only interested in Sinhala Buddhist culture. It is not so.

Today I inspected one of your ancient places recorded in history. My “inten-
tion is, as Minister of Culture, to do excavations there, make it a protected area,
do excavations and bring up the past so that our present generation and the future
generations may be able to gauge what was in that part of the Peninsula. I am
very thankful, that at my request, the Chairman of the District Council of Jaffna,
Mr. Nadarajah, most willingly came along, miet me, and we inspected this site
together. This is how it should be. : '

When we were students in this College, we had Hindu Students, Catholic
Students, Christian students, Tamils; Sinhalese, low country Sinhalese, Kandyan
Sinhalese, Burghars even students from far away plaee like Uganda. We all lived
and worked as brothers. We never thought of the other as a Tamil. We never
thought of the other asa foreigner. Everyone was treated alike. Even the teachers
and the fathers who were here, the Rectors treated all alike. This is how it
should be if we are to carry on what we have achieved so far in this country.

I must mention a very unfortunate incident that occured in my Electorate
in the period when there was insurgent trouble. This is very intcfresling, because
I think this should go down to the students, the younger generation. There was
a brilliant boy from a very poor family in a village in my electorate, Horowpotana.

2



He had got through the G.C E. — O/L in 8 subjscts, all of which were with
distinctions and credits. But he was unemployed. When [ heard of it, I managed
to find him a very good job in the Public Sector i.e. in Goverament Ser\rmt’:.
That was in the period '65 to 70, whsa I wis Minister in charze of Communi=
cations, Railwivs, Motor Transport ani Aviation. [n 1970, Dzcember, when I was
at homs in Horowpocana, soms: of this boy's relations from his village cams to
see me. I enquired from thsm where this young boy was working at that tims.
I told them *‘I found a very good job for this boy from your village. [n which
station is he working now’” I got a very palhslfc answer. The amswer was this:
““We are vary sorry to inform you that hes has chuckad up that job and joined
ths insurgent movement® . Thereaft-r he- had gone to his widowsd mother and
told her, **When we get the Governm:nt the First thing I will do is - I will kill you™.
This is what be told his mother. This is no surprise bsciuse what the Marxists
preach is not what the religious lsaders have preach:d. The Marxists, the so—
callzd socialists - thzy tell the people, * If you are suffering- in this world today,
the entire blame must be taken by your . pirents”. 'Tharcby enmity Is created bstween
the pireats and the children, ' and that is why that child had thrown away his
very good job that he got in th= public sector, joinzd the insurgznt movemesnt,
went up to his widowed mothtr and uttered those words.

If you take your minds back to 1971 April, T am sure you can boast as
a Catholi¢ I[nstitution where religion is given a foremost plice, that none of your
students took part in that April *71 uprising. I’'m sure that is so, I must also
say that I took statistics of all thoss children who attendsd the Buddhist Sunday
schools in €71 April and prior to that. The statistics there also were revzaling.
Not a single child who had attended a Buddhist Sunday school took part in the

“*7L April uprising. This alons shows the valus of religion. And that is what this
College has stressed from ths very inception. And that is why, as Minister of
Cultural Affairs, I am very happy that religion is given a place in your College.

The record of your College has been impressive. You have performed well-
the Rector, the ‘Staff and even:the students. W{:re it not for the interest shown
by all three groups, I don’t think you would have achieved these results. There
must be team work. The children must obey their teachers. .There must be
discipline. If you look atthe schools in this country, you would have seesn a few
months ago what indiscipline was created by a few disgruatled politicians. Our
Minister of Education put out a White Papsr in Parliam:at on proposed educa-
tional reforms. As you know a white Pap:r is not a Bill that will finally become
the law of the Land. White Papsrs have been introduzed not only by this Govrn-
ment, they had been introduced by the SLFP governm:nts, by the Coalition
- governments of the SLFP and the marxists parties, and White Papers have been
introduced even during the State Council days, These are not Bills. In a democratic
country, White Papers are being introduced by the legislaturs in order to get /the
op nions of the Opposition members, and also the Public and thoge who have soms
interest in that particular White Paper. And that is’ why the White Paper on



Education was introduced by the Minister of Education. In certain schools during
that period there was a' hue and cry, false propaganda that free education was
going to be done away with. Children and teachers were forced to abseat them-
selves from classes. But fortunitely, thare were oaly a very few who responded
to the call of thase politicians. A Bill 1s som:thing that is desbated in the legislature
and then if it is passed into a law, it b2comes an Act, and everyoné is bound
by that Act. That is the Law. But the White Paper is somsthing that is put
there to find out public opinion, to find what is wrong. [t is possible that the
Government may have missed soms salient points, salient features that should be ia..
Eiducationists could advise us. scause politicians are not always educationists,
we requre the advice of the edutatjonists, thoss who are in the know; and it ié
only after all these are looksd into, that a Bill is prepared, approved by Cabinet
and then brought to Parliam:nt, debated and passcd by a majority of votes.
It is .thereafter that it becomes the Law of the land.

Now who are these people who try to mislead the students, and some teachers?
They are people who follow ths so - called socialist countries. As 1 mentioned
before, 1 had the privilege of visiting somz socialist countrizs. In those countries
public opinions are not cared for. Thereis no opposition. No opposition is allows=d.
Everything belongs to the State. Even the Mass Madia is Government-controlled.
And these are the people who try to mislead the public and the studznts in order
to blast their future, and try to say that democracy is bemng destroyed
when democracy does not exist in those countries. I thouszht it fit that I should
mention this particular aspect of Education to all of you today.

r
Then there is another part, where your Rector says *“Yet it cannot be

denied that a" more sympathetic attitude of the Government towards the poorly
paid teachers would substantially iuacrease the efficiency of our /institutions. Lect us
bope that with the implementation of the proposals of Educational reforms in the
White Paper, the members of the teaching profession will be a satisfied lot™.—
This is also important. You'll remember that this problem did not exist in the
past, several years ago. Private schools didn’t have any problems finding the Staff.
Today what has Happened? Most of the teachers wish to join the public service
because they feel that they get better wages, that they, are assured of a pension
once they retire. As a result many opt for the public service. But this was not
so when we were studznts. There was a clamour for admission to the Private
schools as well, because there was more discipline. The Teachers the Principals
were very conscientious of the fact that the pupils mattered. Today in many of the
government schools it is mot so. The teachers, some principals, I regret to say,
are not interested in the welfare of the Children. Some are more interested in
Politics. Some of them are interested in changing Governments.

In the past, 30, 40 years ago, if one went into a village and asked the people c_nf
that village who are the leaders of this village, a common answer would be
given - the school teacher, the Ayurvedhic physician, the priest and the headman.
These were the leaders in the villages, and everyone acknowledged their leadership.



There is another aspect which existed in the villages several years ago. 'lf a
stranger went into a village and on seeing a child, asked a person of that village
“whose child is this?” the reply would be *“This is our child’’. Today you go to
a village and ask anyone whose child that is? He will tell you “T].lat is so and
so’s child’” - Words matter and words have a meaning, So you will rFallzc that
the times have changed not for the good, but for the worse. So that is why you
must all as students, realize this, as teachers realize this, and see that we treat
children as our own children, and not as somebody else’s children. _{kll should
be treated alike. That was how it existed some 20 - 30 years ago in this country.

I am very happy that I have been able to address these words to you.
Your performance has been good:; performance has been kept up from  the very
inception, even from the days I was in College, and thanks to the discipline
imparted when we were in College especially by Fr. Matthews and Fr. Long and
of course the Father in charge of the Hindu Boarding, Fr. Charles. When we
used to see him coming with the prayerbook in hand, we used to shudder. He
was such a strict disciplinarian. At that time we didn’t like him. But today we
fecl and realize that what he did then was the correct thing.

There must be discipline not only in a School, there must be discipline in
a country, there must be discipline in your place of work. It is only then that a
country can progress. Where there is indiscipline, the future of that country is
blasted for ever. I need not say anymore.

I must thank you on behalf of my-wife and myself for your having invited
s to be your chief guests today. It has given me an opportunity to come into
this place after 45 years, a pretty long period, and I must thank |Fr. Rector, the
staff and all of you for having given me that opportunity. [And let me wish the
College, Fr. Rector, the Staff and the students all happiness and all success in
the future. Thank you.



FR. RECTOR READS THE PRIZE DAY REPORT.
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1981 —{Prefects

Seated (L to R)

A. Amirtharaj, M. K. M. J. Chellappah, Rev. Fr. P, Jesunesan, 0. m. i.

Rev. Fr. Rector, Rev. Fr. V.Pilendran, A. C. R. Joseph, T. N. Thirumarans
Middle Row

G. J. T. Vethanayagam, J. E. Tibutious, C.I. Joseph, R. Kesavan,

J. B. Perinpanayagam, J. T. Nicholas, S. M. Thasan, J. Francis.
Back Row

H. Joseph, M. S. Packianathan, S. D. B. Constantine,
L. I. S. Guparetnam, J.C. P. Rajendra.
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Old Boys’ Association of St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna.

The Association has been very active during the year umder review:

It is during the year under review that a solution for the long standing problem of
enlisting the young old boys into this Association has been found, The constitution of
this Association was suitably amended to enroll the young old boys inta this
Association and allow them to function as a separate unit under the constitution
of this Association. under the name and title of ‘young Patricians’. Though there
were normal infantile growth problems of suspicion and fear in the minds of both
the sections, these were dispelled and smoothened out at a conference of both
groups where, His Lordship the Bishop, the Patron of this Association, took
part. This group is very active within the Association and conducted » Musical
Festival during the year.

A group of members of this Association attended the episcopal ordination
of the new Bishop of Mannar at Madhu church. A specially chartered bus took
the group to Madhu. The group attended the first mass of the new bishop the
next day and was given a private audiance by the bishop. :

Bishop Tom. Savundranayagam, Bishop of Mannar was hosted to & Dinner
by the membership of this Association in the Association premises on his first
official visit to Jaffna.

The Association ‘entertained Rt. Rev. Dr. Selvanayagam, co-a@jutor Bishop
of Malaysia, another distinguished old boy, at tea in the Association premises.

- Mr. W. M. P. B. Menikdiwela, the Secretary to His Excellency the President
of Sri Lanka, who visited the Association when he came tco Jaffna last year to
preside at the College Prize Day expressed fullest satisfaction of the activities
mooted out by this Association. On his request Patrician Institute appealed for
funds from the President’s Fund. A sum of Rs. 150,000/- was sent to the Insti-
tute through this Association.

A bursary of Rs. 500/- was offered to the student from Alma Mater who
obtained the best results at the G.C.E. (A/L) examination.

The Annual Christmas Dinrer & Get-together was held on 28. 12. 1?81 at the
- Association premises. This went off with the usual fun and merry making.

Annual Children’s party was held in the Association premises. Children of
members of this Association and Patrician Club took part. A large number of
poor children in the neighbourhood were also invited. Every child present was
given a useful present. The children of members entertained their parents and visi-
tors present to a variety entertainment. This variety entertainment Wwas recorded

on Video Tape.

A considersble number of members of this Association atiended the Triduum.
preceeding the feast and the Festival High Mass. Members were guests of the



Students aud Staff oF ¥he obllege @t o garden party. that (eysming. j_lutn_d of the
normal tea party, the Association played hosts to members at 2 dinner on this
date. ekt g LR S it ;

- ‘Bafle of ‘the Golds Cricket encounter held at Jaffoa. Colloge grounds,
Vaddukoddai' was attended by 4 farge mumber of members as io the past. Some
members ' offered lncentive ash iprizes to the players ‘of ithe  colloge team  who
exhibitéd ‘outstanding ‘performances. ’ 1 s s 2" AR
Y e T . :

“i ' {'The unnosl battle of the old golds cricket encounter this year was held ab
Waddukoddai, This event serves as onc that  fosters fratersity and - understanding
amongst ' the old boys i of both icolleges. - i it

S B Pecdtyrod

The death anniversary of Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long O. M. L., was comme-
morated on 30th April, 1982. The life size statue of the late rector erccted in the
prosmises of Jaffpa Public, Library by this Association was given a good scrub
and new! coat of jpaint; A requiem high mass was offered in the College chapel
by the President of the Association. Thereafter the members assembled at the

Library Premises where the statye was garlanded by Prof. Lurther Jayasingham, a
distinguished old boy.

. Fhe Assogiation has mqiﬁ}gined very cordial and close relationship with
Alma Mater. Thanks to the President of the Association, who is also the Rector
of the College, this bond has been growing steadily though slowly. It is the una-
‘mimous wish  of the membership that all old boys who are on the itutorial staff
of the College enroll themselves in this association and take very active part.
This will bring the Association and the College closer and enable the Association
‘to understand and’ accept the difficulties faced by the College. This will enable the
Assbciation ‘to  explore and ‘device ways and means of assisting the College.
Wit]; our dynamic President, ‘we trust this will be made a reality during the
Coming year. AERR T (Lt

A. V. A. J. Wijayaratnam

Hon y- General Secretary.



Old Boys" Assoeiation of
St. Patrick’s College, Colombs.

“*St. Patrick’s College Old Boys' Association, Colombo Branch"” was fdundod
in the -year 19{9 This Association has scaled over tha Sls«twth yeaz. of its mafu-l
guratmn.

The Sixtieth year Aanual ‘General Meetmg was held on the ﬁ\fmlns of 24t;h
April 1982 at St. Lawrence Church Parish Hall, Wellawatte.

4

The following were elected to office at the Annual General Meeting.
President : My. Cyril Lawrence '

'Vice - Presidents : Mr. Joe R. Santhiapillai
" Mr. E. 8. W. Selvadurai g R
Mr. B. J. Aloysius RS e %
Mr. M. D. Jesuthasan WA
Mr. R. H. S. Phillips
Mr. B. X, Jeyarajan
Dr. P. Poologasingham
Mr. J. A. Selyaratnam
Mr. C. S. Chinpiab
Mr. S. F. Phillipiah
Mr. T. T. Joseph
Mr. E. J. D. Rajakariar
Dr. G. A:; Amithanayagam
Mr. N. A. Emmanuel
Dr. R. E. Selvarajah

Hony. Secretary ~ : Mr. S: X. Gnanasegaram
Hony. Asst. Secretary: Mr. S. P. Emmanuel
Hony. Treasurer : Mr., X. A. K. Emmanuel
Hony. Asst, Treasurer : Mr. K. Wignarajah

 Committee
1. Mr. B. Thomas ; 9. Mr. E. D. Ponrajah
2. Mr. F. A. C, Vaz 10. Mr. A. Jesuthasan
3. Mr. J. A. Ratnasingham 11. Mr. D. C. Lo_vc.ll
4. Mr. A. E. Rajapakse 12. Mr.A. Q. Phllir?s :
5. Mr. G. Andrew Amirthanayagam 13. Mr. T. M. V. lf.ajakaﬂa.r
6. Mr, T. M. Augustine 14. Mr. M. A. S. Tissaverasinghe
7. Mr. P. F. Joseph 15. Mr. C. Benjamin
8. Mr. V. Murugiah

Hony. Auditor : Mr. J. S. Bastiampillai



At the Annual General Meeting Rev. Fr. Regior requested the . old BO}'I-Ith;
sally round the Alma Mater and help him in the realisation of the dream O

Fr. Long and successive Rectors in' the rebuilding of the «:Greater St. Pgtrick‘s _

Immediately on assumption of the present Committee, to update the list of
old boys, an advertisement was inserted in the Sunday Observer of 20th June,
1982, asking the old boys living both in Sri Lanka (outside the Northern Pro-
vince) and abroad to send in their addresses for registration. As the Eesponse was
not as we expected, individual letters were addressed to all old Patricians known
to the Committee requesting them to give the names and addresses of old Patr:
cians living in Sri Lanka as well as overscas. Respopse seems to  be good and
replies are coming in. :

The President Mr. Cyril Lawrence has left for U.K. on an official visit .
He will be making use of this opportunity to get in touch with some old boys
resident there. We have proposed to appoint Dr. A. E. A. Joseph in U. Ks: as co-
ordinator. The President has also taken with him a list of addresses of old Patri-
cians living in U.K. and an appeal letter to the Patricians for funds. He will
meet Dr. A. E. A. Joseph on his arrival.

At the first Committee Meeting for the year, which was well attended and
quite a record for any Committee Meeting, two sub-committees have been appoint=~
ed - one to revise the present constitution of the Association which is 15 years old
and the other a Benefit Show sub - Committee to work out details to collect funds
for a Reference Library in the College.

When we look back to the existence of the Association for sixty years, W€
cannot refrain from paying tributes to the gallant efforts of the former Bishops
and Rectors who not only assisted in the inauguration of this Association but also
ensured its continued existence and resusitation. We record with appreciation the
assiduous and untiring services of the Past Presidents, begining with the first Presi-
dent late Mr. H. A. P. Sandrasagara, K. C. late Chevalier L.B. Emmanuel, late
Chevalier Sir Chittampalam A. Gardiner, late Dr. M. J. A. Sandasagara, late Mr:
J. A. P. Cherubim and late Mr. R. F. Mirando. We would also recall the untiring
and sustained efforts of the past Secretaries, beginning with the late Mr.P. Q.
Christian, late Sir Kanthiah. Vailtianathan, and late Mr. Joseph St. George.

Our sincere thanks and gratefulness are due not only to these gentlemen
but also to the efforts of all other office bearers for their services in the cause
of the Alma Mater. ;

We do hope that Patricians Wherever ithey are will take meapingful steps in
the display of more loyalty and assistance to the Alma Mater .

e



The Final Salute

To A Stalwast
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AT THE FUNERAL

My Lord Bishop, Rev, Fathers, Rev. Sisters,
Mrs. Sam Alfred and her Children, and relstions,
Dear Friends and my dear Patricians,

Before we commit the remains of our lamented Master Sam Alfred to his
last resting place In God’s acre, 1 think that it behoves me as one who lived
for over 20 years with him in this Great Patrician Family, and as one who had
daily opportunities of appreciating his many qualitics of both mind and heart,
especially during the past two years, — it -behoves me to pay him a last tribute
of praise, to extend to him in the name of the staff and the pupils of St.
Patrick’s a deep-felt farewell, and to wish him that eternal peace which his self-
sacrificing life has deserved for him.

In Mr. Sam B. R. Alfred, the best was chosen for St. Patrick’sz But, as if
in the words of Fr. Long. ‘‘the best is not good enough for St. Patrick’s”,
God has chosen for Himself the best of the best. So, today, the Patrician family
mourns the death of one of her illustrious and devoted sons. To St. Patrick’s
his death is a great loss; and still greater it is to Greater St. Patrick’s; but the
loss is the greatest to our young generation of boys and girls of Felam who
hailed him as the Chemistry teacher par excellance.

Few who ever came in touch with ‘*SAM’, as he was familiarly known
to friends and non-friends alike, could fail to be impressed by his imposing
personality. In that majestic exterior was the mystery of knowledge and love,
In that stern exterior of iron frame of mind and body there was a Golden heart.

Some have told you mow, and will tell you at other times and in other
places bow good a friend he was to his colleagues. Others have told you and
will tell you how faithful and devoted he was as amember of the old Boys’ Association
and of the Rotarians. Still others will tell you, how, though apparently serious
and reserved, he was affable and amiable to all who sought his aid and counsel.
His beloved wife and children will tell you what an ideal husband and a loving
father he was to them, and how, during the last days of his life on earth, he
bore his illness with the utmost fortitude without a murmur, and was thoroughly
resigned to the will of God. 1 will say only what 1 know of him as a teacher
at St. Patrick’s and 1 thipk I can summarize what I have to say of him in one
simple sentence: “Mr. Sam Alfred was a martyr to duty.” Indeed he was a martyr
to duty. For twenty six long years he has given ‘us the example of what a
Catholic teacher should be. He was a full-fledged teacher serving the Institution
in many capacities. It was in the class room that Mr. Sam Alfred was at his
best. There he was all zeal and earnestness — His students can .teshfy. .!o-.the
thoroughness and efficiency with which he taught his favourite subject Chemistry.
The impact his presence made in the class-room can never be effaced from one's
memory. It may be said without fear of contradiction that -he never for once
swerved from what he considered to be his duty as a Catholic teachfir. even at
the cost of his own popularity. His conception of duty was as high as his
discharge of it was faithful and exact.



During the past one and a half years, as Secretary of Games and as (the

Sectional head of the Advanced Level students he rendered me invaluable help in
maintaining that firm and sometimes stern discipline which is the Woast of this
Institution. Self-sacrificing to the extreme, he was always ready to render me any
service, within as well as without school hours. I will go even further anc-l say
that he foresaw the possible flaws in good management of the school, and, without
overstepping the limits of his position, volunteered to right what was am-iss. and
complete what was left unfinished, always trying to preserve the - good image of
the school. All these made him a martyr to duty.

All these are very appreciable qualities in a teacher, but there is siill
another reason why I loved and appreciated Mr. Sam Alfred. He was an upright
man. He was a man of character and of integrity. He was no respector of
persons. He was a man of principles and his principles were of a high nature,
Always loving truth and justice, and scorning whatever was wrong and mean and
false, he has left behind the example of a true christian and genuine gentleman.

Dear friends,

I have lost in him a trustful and experienced colleague; my brother teachers
mourn the loss of a genuine friend; the students have lost a skilful master.
St. Patrick’s deplores the death of one of her most faithful servants; his name
will remain ‘amongst us like that of Mr. Abraham, Chevalier Arulanandam,
Mr. F. N. C. Saverimuthu, Mr. S. F. Santhiapillai, a household name for a man of
duty and of integrity.

I am sure that Mr. Sam Alfred has already heard from the lips of the
Teacher of mankind the comforting words: ‘“Well done, good and faithful servanrt
because you have been faithful in little things, [ will establish you over greater
ones; enter into the joy of the Lord.” ‘

I hope that this wish is already realised and that, at this very moment,
from his place on high, he looks at us and listens to me; so in your name,
teachers and students, I will bid him an eterpal adieu.

Master, we loved and admired you alive, we reverence you dead. From
your seat of Glory, watch over the interests of your sorrowing wife and children
and comfort them; watch over the destinies of this Patrician famiiy for which
you have toiled so faithfully, whilst generations of pupils will say of you:

He lived in virtue
He mow lives in glory

But he will ever live in the grateful memory of the studen-t a
teachers of St. Patrick’s College, il

«*Till we meet......at Jesus® feet”
: farewell.

Rev. Fr. Rector.




Gentleman Sam

The untimely death of Mr. Sam B. R. Alfred an eminent Chemistry teacher
of Sri Lankd, on 28th August 1981, at the Age of SI, removed from the teach-
ing world a guru worth the name.

He was a man of many parts and all those from varied walks of life who
were privileged to come in close contact with him had admiration and apprecia-
tion for his strength of character, knowledge and wisdom. The moving and
memorable last journey of his, bears ample testimony to his worth. Though it
was _school vacation  Patricians - turned up in full strength to pay their
last respects to the one whom they loved and revered. The body was received ai
the entrance to Jaffna Town and taken in a solemn procession with hundreds of
student cyclists going at the head, followed by the Rector, the Staff, and the Old
Boys on Motor Cycles and Cars. The Spontaneous sobbing of Old boys, parents
and Rotarians together with the Patrician family marked a poignant moment. At
the funeral service the Rector. and all other Speakers-representatives of Students,
Old Boys, Rotarians, Staff and Past Principals expressed their sincere feelings and
dwelt on his sense of duty, discipline, character and service. A commemorative
portrait of his, adorns his favourite] Chemistry lecture room to remind the
generations of students to come of what he stood for.

Sam, as he was popularly known adorned our Staff for 26 years_from 1953.
His excellence as a teacher of Chemistry needs no testimonials, His fame as an
eminent Chemistry teacher was not confined to the penimsula alome. It is no
exaggeration to say that thousands of students from the four corners of the island
converged at his rcsidence to drink of his knowledge of Chemistry. The hundreds
of doctors, engineers, teachers and other professionals who were privileged
to be his students are living testimony to his Success as a teacher of Chemistry
Sam was always in touch with his subject, abreast with the lastest theories.
constantly enlarging his horizions by voracious reading. Even the painful symptoms
of his ailment which made their appearance in the last few years of life from
time to time, did not lessen his enthusiasm for the subject or Efor the . teaching
of it. Everyone knows how students would approach his classes with a sense of
awe and reverence, almost akin to fear. This was mainly their way of giving him
the respect that was his due, for Sam spared no pains in teaching his pupils the
nobler lessons of life like discipline, gentlemanliness and perfection in the perfor-
mance of duties, qualities that are hall-marks of a good Patrician.



As a colleague, Sam is unforgetable. All of us looked up to him for advice,
guidance and help at all times. He too was always at hand. Indeed bhe was a
friend to those in need. He was a“'perfect gentleman and bore no grudge nor
malice. He was lofty in his ideals as he was tall in stature. He did mnot wear
his virtues on his sleeve, as he did' not have to, He looked to prompiness and
perfection, I remember how he insisted on doing all he could do till the very
end, for the Prize - giving in May and Sportsmeet in July, although he was quite
ill at that time.

He was one of those few for whom the general uplifiment of the Student
population .is of prime concern. He was motivated by a sense of service caring
for the common good. He set the highest standard for those who presumed in
the service of our youth. He was a Rotarian to the core and his leisure was de-
voted to social work especially with the interactors. He always worked for a
cause - a disciplined youth with ardent fervour for studies. His advice to his fellow
teachers was not to remain mere teachers of subjects but, joining hands with the
authorities to make those under our charge disciplined and useful citizens.

We at St. Patrick’s can never think of St, Patrick’s without Sam. The void
that has been created by his demise is not easy to fill. We will ever] remember
Sam who strode its corridors and class rooms like a colosus, a teacher who
brought fame and honour to the institution and to the Staff of St. Patrick’s
College. Will there ever be one like bim is everyone’s wonder.

"Mr. A. 8. Augustine -




For Your Requirments of
* Sisil’ Retrigerators
* ‘Yamaha’ Motor Cycles, Generators, Pumps
*  Raleigh, Asia, Orions & other Popular
brands of Cycles
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Please Visit

Ceylon Merchant Ltd.

484, Hospita] Road, Jaffna.
Tel: 22134

With the Best Compliments
0f

Xavy Glass & Metal Works
Neervely |

Manufacturers of all kinds of Glassware

Show Room Factor?r
134, Wolfendal Street, Point Pedro Road,

Colombo-13 Neervely
Phone—35724 Neervely-1
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House Reports

Watthews Haouse

House Master: Mr. C. R. Joseph (Jan - Aug) Mr. W. J. Navaratnam
Sports Master: Mr. J. Arumainathan

House Captain: Mas. A. E: Gunaratnam

Secretary: Mas. A. R. C. Constantine

Treasurer: Mas. S. D. B. Constantine

Cricket Captain: Mas. M. P. Andrew

Sports Captain: Mas. 8. L. Melanious

Foot ball Captain: Mas. Y. Pilendran

It is a Year of many sighs and hurrahs. We deeply regret the retirement
of Mr. C. R. Joseph in August; a veteran versatile and benevolent House
Master. We bid goodbye to you Sir. We extend a hearty welcome to our new
House Master Mr. W. J. Navaratnam.

Mr. James Arumainathan our energetic sportsmaster has left us to follow
the Diploma in Education Course at the Jaffna University. He still lends us his free
time with undaunted enthusiasm. We express our gratitude to youm sir.

We welcome Mr. S. Thillainathan B. Sc. to our House. He is a very keen
and helpful person, who by his exhortation makes the members of our House to
paricipate in many activities of our House. :

Our heartiest congratulation to Mas. S. D. B. Censtantine Mas L. 1. S.
Gunaratnam and Mas J. C. P. Rajendra on their appointment as members of the
College Prefects. Mas L. I. S. Gunaratnam and Mas A. M. Guneratnam obtained
their Colours for football and Cricket Respectively.

Cricket:

We proudly announce that our cricket team has won the Inter - House
championship conducted by the College this year. Six members of our cricket
team are also members of the College Cricket eleven.

Foot Ball:

Our football team led by Mas. Pilendran was beaten by our traditonal oppo-
nents in the first encounter, and subsequently kept out of the competition.

Athletics:

We have some first class athletes in the persons of Mas. Melonious, Mas.
Ivory and Mas Johnson. In the track events we beat tbe other housss. Yet we
could not win the Inter House sports chempionship. Mas A. D. Ivory won the
under 17 Individual Champion Challenge cup.



English Day

We obtained the highest score of all other Houses in all Competitions held
on this day. Mas J.J. R. Vethanayagam Mas A. M. Gunaratnam Mas. Rajendra
Kumar and Mas Rajendra were mainly responsible for winning many points. We
obtained the Challenge cup for Dialogue. We were also runners up in the Dramatic
Competition. ; -

Guyomar Shield:

Statistics would reveal that Matthews House was successful in anaexing the
Guyomar shield - The trophy of the year -this year too as in 'the past, thus
excelling in the sphere of studies and sports.

We thank specially our office bearers and all our House masters and mist-
resses who contributed their share in our ventures, for all their splendid co-
orperation and encouriagement which brought us success. I sincerely thank all members
of our House for their unstinted Co-opecration and help given me in the discharge
of my duties.

A, R. C. Constantine

-

Bonjean House

House Master 2 Mg sD. - S. Gnanapragasam
Sports Master : Mr. A. S. Augustine
President : Mas. A. Amirtharaj
Secretary ! 4, B. C. R, Joseph
Treasurer : . J. Marceline

Athletic Captain : 4 - P. Regipaultan
Cricket Captain ¢ ,, D. E. Gunaratnam
Foot ball Captain ¢ ., F. T. Raymond
Basket ball Captain : ,, T. A. Canjamanathan

The vear 1981 was an’ exceptionally bright year for Bonjean House. After
ten years Bonjean House became champions in the Inter - House Athletic meet
obtaining 190 points, Masters Holivince, Steinburg, and Johnson became the
under 13, 16, & 17 Champions respectively. The field events cup and the Relay
cup too were annexed by Our House.

Although we couldn’t come first in football and cricket, yet we played well
and took part enthusiastically in the competitions. One of our House member



Mas. S. M. Thasan who played for the college football Eleven was chosen to be
the best soccer player of the year,

» Mas. A. Amirtharaj was elected president of the Muthamil Mantram for
1981. Under his able chairmanship the Muthamil Day was celebrated on a
grand scale.

In the various competitions held in connection with the English day the
following obtained places. Mas. S. L. Jeganathan was placed first in the Jusior
Elocution Contest and Mas. A. A. Rajanayagam came third in the sub-Juveniles group
Mas. V. Hillary was placed third in the post senior group. In the essay compe-
tition Mas. John Devanathan obtained the first place and Mas J. T. Theophilus
essay was adjudged the best in the Junior group. In the spelling competition
Banjean House was placed first in the sub-Juveniles and post-senior groups and
second in the senior group. In the singing contest Mas. A. A. Rajanayagam was
placed first in the sub-Juveniles group and Mas. V. Hillary came third in the
senior group. :

In conclusion I would like to place on record with gratitude for the gui-
dance and help given to us by the House Masters and sports Master and all the
other teachers responsible for different activities of the House. I would also like
to thank all our office-bearers and all members for their co-operation and enthu-
siasm and express the hope that they’ll continue to give of their best in the
future too. There is no doubt whatsoever that the Blue Flag of the Bonjean
-House will fly as high as the Blue sky in the yecars to come.

A. Amirtharaj

Long House,

House Master: Mr. G. Arulanandam
Sports Master: Mr. M. A. N. Antony
President ! Mas. A. C. R. Joseph
V. President : Mas. T. N. Thirumaran
Secretary g Mas. J. M. Constantine
Treasurer t Mas. A. Buventharajah
Captains: Football 2 Mas. J. Doulas
Cricket 5 Mas. T. E. Tibutius
Basket ball : Mas. G. J. T. Vethanayagam.
Athletics 1 Mas. T. P. Mahendran
Chess ! Mas. B. G. Xavier
Table Tennis 1 Mas. T. N. Thirumaran

Badminton : Mas. J. T. Nicholas



1 have great pleasure in presenting to our readers the report of Long House .
We have acquired ourselves creditably both in curricular activity and sports. In
the field of studies Mas. T. N. Thirumaran obtained the best results in the A/L
examination.

In the English Day competitions we fared well. Mas. H. J. Vethanayagam
of Javeniles group and Mas. S. Alfred of Sub-Juveniles group were placed firste
Mas. J. M. Constantine of Intermediate group and Mas, I. J. S. G. Kulasingam
of Senior group were placed third, In the Essay compitition Mas. J. M. constan-
tine was placed first. In the spelling competition our sub-Juveniles and Juveniles
groups were runners-up. In the singing competition Mas. L. L. Ravindra of senior
group was placed second. In the dialogue and debate we were the runners-up.
We won the F. J. Armstrong Dramatic shield for which we staged Romeo and

Juliet.

In the Tamil day competitions we won the shicld for debate, and many of
our boys participated in all items. '

In the field of sports Mas. T. E. Tibutius was awarded colours for football and
cricket. Mas. A. E. Antonypillai and T. E. Tilbutius were among those who represen-
ted” the cricket eleven. It must be mentioned here that Tibutius scored many use-
ful runs for our College. He was selected to play for the Jaffna District schools
XI.

In thc Inter House Basket Ball competition we came up to the finals. In
the Table Tennis tournament Mas. T. N. Thirumaran was the champion while
Mas. J. T. Nicholas was the runnper-up.

Mas. A. J. Elmo captained the Second XI while Mas. A, E. Antonypillai
was his deputy. In the Inter House Athletic meet Mas. A.T. A. Sclvarajah was
the under 14 champion. Mas. B. G. Xavier was elected to lead the college chess
team. “The Patrician of the year’ was awarded to Mas. T. N. Thirumaran.

Finally we wish to express our gratitude to Messrs. G. Arulanandam and
M. A. N. Antony and all other masters for (their enthusiasm and encouragement
in all our ventures. I am indebted to all members of our house for their
whole hearted co-operation extended to me at all times. {

1 wish all the Longites every success in the years to come.

J. M. Constaniine.



Dunne House

House Master Mr. 8. F. Xavier

Sports Master Mr. Mr. M Thanapalan
House Captain Mas. M. K. M. J. Chellappab
Sports Captain Mas. R. G. Rajah
Cricket Captain Mas. A. J. Ravikumar
Football Captain Mas. R. J. Rockhudson
Basket Ball Captain Mas. R. G. Rajab
Badminton Captain Mas. G. R. Thavaretnam
Table Tennis Captain Mas. M. S. Seramaan
Secretary Mas. R. J. Jeyarajah
Treasurer Mas. M. T. Surendra

1 bave great pleasure in submitting the report of the Donne House this
year. Our success in Sports and studies is duec to the encouragement given by our
House master Mr. 8. F. Xavier and by the sports master Mr. M. Thanapalan

I take this opportunity to congratulate ‘‘Dunpe House” for winning the
Foot ball and Elocution championship cups.

At the Talent contest conducted in our college Dunne House obtained most
of the 1st Places Both in Group singing & Individual singing Duone House came
Ist is all groups. ) 1 .

In the field of sports many of our boys have found places in all th€
teams and have brought credit to the College.

Our College Football Team was captained by our House Capt. Mas
M. K. M. J. Chellappah.

Finally thanks are due to all Dunnites for®the co-operation and good will
shown by them. May we continuc the cherished traditions and be true sportsmen
whether we win or Jose. I hope the Dunnites will keep our green flag flying

higher and higher.
: Secretary




The Report of | the Catholic Students’ Federation — 1981

The Catholic Students’ Federation, in its 27th year of birth has the pleasure
to submit its report. This federation has donme marvelous Changes' in' the past for
the Social and Spiritual, developments of the youths preparing them to face the
problema of the present world. :

[ am indebted to the federation for having granted me this golden oppo-
tunity to submit this report of achievements of our federation in the year 1981.

The C. S. F of St. Patrick’s elected the following office bearers on
29 -1 =81 under the Patronage of our Vice Rector. :

Spiritual Director Rev. Fr. P. Jesunesan O. M. I

President - Eugene Francis and G. J. T. Vethénayagam
_ Vice President 2 G. V. L. Hilayy
e s Secretary - L. M, Thasan
*wow . o Treasurer -~ B. Douglas v

Among the services contributed by the C. 8. F, to the success of Religious
Ceremonies in 1981, the outstanding one was the *2nd sunday mass’ Programme.
This masterpiece achievement was brought in the Service of the federation to
mark the most devoted Scrvices of the LONG PERIOD (Fr. Long). If not for
the- ideas and' advices of our Rector, who was moulded by the hands of Rev. Fr.
Long, this ‘2nd Sunday Mass’ Programme would not have reached our achiev-
ements. "

Also, the prayer meetings held by the students of the respective classes on
Tuesdays & Thursdays of the week, and the masses offered in favour of those
classes were. the newly organised programmes of the federation

The way of the Cross in the Lenten Season, a day of Spiritual Recolletion by Rev
Fr. Chandrakanthan, Death Anniversary masses, First Friday Devotions and meeting
of the office. bearers were some of our occured programmes in the first-term.
Besides, _the federation organised many other programmes, in connection with
St. Patrick’s day Celebrations and the feast of St. Joseph the patron saint of our
guardian.

The federation also arranged many other programmes for the 2nd term
namely the masses, and other penitential services and confession in order to foster
a deep Religious foundation in the minds of the students.

Devotions to Mother Mary take pride of place during the month of May
and October. In connection with this adoration many devotional ‘approaches were
carried out every Wednesday of the month by the students of the three sections of
the school. The board of Prefects organised a special adoration  service to
Mother Mary.



~

Retreat for teachers and boys were held simultancously. Eminent preachers
conducted the retreat services. These activities are the remarkable Religious pro-
grammes of the federation. | ’

I regret to record the death of Mr. Sam B. R. Alfred our popular master
for chemistry. The members of our federation showed their gratitude to our late
teacher by participating in his funeral Service. A requem mass was offered in
repose of his soul. We published an article in the catholic guardian to
honour the death of Mr. Sam Alfred in sympathy with jhis family: We should
also remember the death of our most eminent old boy Rev. Fr. Thaninayagam.
I wish to stress that the members of our federation participated in the sérvices
meld on the eve of the death of Rev Fr. Thaninayagam.

It is my duty to thank Rer. Fr. P. Jesunesan for the able guidence in all
our activities without any exceptions. T wish to express my personal thanks to
some of the members of our teachers who have given .their generous responces fto
our appeal in the services of our federation. It is my pleasure to thank the lower
school principal Rev. Sr. Seraphin Rev. Fr. Montfort and Rev. Fr. Pilendran for
they worked harmoniously and with one mind and heart supported me in all
the activities of our federation.

It is my pleasure and bounden duty to thank specially Rev. Fr. Rector for
his guidance, kind advice and encouragement in all the activities of our federation.
I say a sincere thank you to the vice president, secretary and the other office bearers,
the members, the seminarists for the enthusiasm, and the whole hearted co-
operation they gave me in all the activities of our C. 8, F.

God bless you all

The Interact Club

The annual report for the year “1981".:

From the day our new office bearers were elected for the year 1981 our
club has been functioning very well. As usual our club meets on the :ind
Monday of every month. Many suggestions were made by our fellow fmembers in
every meeting. Almost every member of this club took a great interest in all the
activities which took place this year.

Now I would like to mention the projects and services that we did during
this period. The projects that we did in the school:

1. Lab cleaning.

2. Painting the wire mesh of class rooms.



3. Put up tenis for the Big match. Served soft drinks to the players of both
teams in the Big-match.

The extra activities:
1. Participated in the Ryla Camp, 81 in Ragama.
2. Participated in the Youth Camp which was held in Welimada.

3. Helped the Interact Club of St. Michael’s College Batticaloa by selling raffle
tickets which were sent by them. :

4. We never missed to visit the Interacters of St. John’s College whenever they
invited us for their functions.

5. All the members attended and helped in the funeral of our Former Staff
advisor Mr. Sam B, R. “Alfred.

6. The club has done its share of promoting International Understanding by
corresponding with the Interact Clubs in Malaysia.

The fund raising projects:- -
1. The T.V. show - by this we got Rs. 584/75 as profit.

2. Sold rosettes and souvenirs for the big-match - by this we got Rs. 6]3.50 as :
profit.

In fact our fund raising projects were not satisfactory. However, we hope to
carry out some worthy fund raisng projects soon.

Our biggest service project was begum on 22nd of November, 1981. The
project is ‘‘The construction of a basket-ball court” to the Nuffield school for
the Deaf and Blind, Kythady.

This report will be incomplete jwithout a word of thanks to our Staff
advisor, whose assistance and encouragement has taken us so far along the path
of service. May our club grow from strength to strength and continue the
good work and be of scrvice for many years to come. It is my greatest pleasure
to thank our President Int. S. D. B. Constantine for the whole-hearted sup-
port he has always extended to our club and indeed it was a great boon for
me to work under his excellent presidentship.

We sincerely hope that this enthusiasm will bs doubled in the coming year
with more and more Interactors taking’ part in the activities.

Secretary




Social Service  League-.

Social Service League of St. Patrick’s College, in its organised form has a
record of 15 years of useful service. A group of dedicated students with a spirit
of selfless service is always at hand for services of want and help inside as well
as outside school. The greatest achievement of this league is the formation of
correct attitude towards each ones neighbour.

We had our routine calls for assistance from CNAPT and other iastitutions
fulfilled. There was full participation by the members and the entire school res-
ponded to the requests made.

In the course of the year 1981, the members besides their normal commu-

nity service, had a week set apart called Social Service week (28-1-81 — 3-2-81),
when they fully dedicated themselves for service to humanity. Food packets were
collected and distributed to the aged at the Home for the Aged and th= destitu-
tes around the school.

Every day of the said week slogans saying the need for the .day were put
up that caught the eyes of the students and hence their hearts towards the aim.
The weeks programme ended with a meaningful address by Rev. Fr. Singarayer
who identifies himself with social justice. '

Finally 1 wish to express our thanks to Rev. Fr. Rector who is the foun-
tain of all good things at college, the vice Rector who directs. shapes and strea-
mlines the programmes to taste, the service oriented master in charge Mr. A. S.
Augustine who with all his manyfold responsiblities finds time with pleasure to
guide us in the way we shouid follow and the committee which took a very keen
interest in all its responsiblities. s b

St. Patrick's College
Advanced Level Students’ Union 1981.

During our tepure of office we had the pleasure of inviting Mr. J. X. L.
Philips, Chairman, Ceylon Electricity Board and Mr. Anton Alfred S.L. A.S,
A.G. A, A.C. L.G. Mr. Phillips spoke on Power cut and methods of conserving
Energy. He enlightened the members of our Union on the intricate working of
the electrical installations in our country and the ways & means of how each
one of us could help the Board in conserving energy avoiding unnecessary was tage
Mr. Anton Alfred spoke on Aspirations of an Advanced Level Student. He
dealt in detail how we should conduct ourselves both in school & outside. He
stressed on the importance of reading and on extra-curricular activities.

— s
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Our  activities culminated with our Annual ‘Dinner. Prof. D. Ramdas of
the Paediatric department of University of Jaffna, was our Chief Guest, Over ten Princi-
pals of schools and other distinguished guests including our chief Pastor Ré.
Rev. Dr. B. Deogupillai graced this occasion.

" Tn 'conclusion we wish to thank Rev. Fr. Rector and our moderators for
all assistance and guidance given. '

Hony. Secretary.

Admission to Universities 1981

University of Jaffna. University of Peradeniya

B. com: Engineering

J. C. Soosaipillai R. U Cathirasoo
S. Sahayarajah : Amirthanayagam
George William Charles

~ Phy. Science: Phy. Science

P. A, Raviraj i N. C. Chandrakumaran
J. D. Rajasooriar

(]

A. E. Jegajothy .

Agricultural Science:

Daniston Dileepkumar E. A. Christy
Bernard Dental Science:
Kirubakaran R. B. Antony
Medicine University of Moratawa:

M. A. Arulanantham

Engineering:
Univercity of Colombo Dilecban
x'dgln;: e Architecture:
R s M. P. R. Emmanuel
North Colombo Medical College: Kennedy

G. B Franklin
E. C. M. Angelo
S. A. Francis

Russian $cholarship (Engineering)

A. Thurainayagam

University of Sri Jeyawardanapora:

B. com:

S. C. Ronald
S. Premachandran’



Report of 58th Scout Troop 1981

This year we started with seventeen scouts and on Jan. 30th nine more cubs
joined the scout Junior Troop. A special going up ceremony was held on that day.

This year Lord Baden Powell’s Day was celebrated on a district basis at J/Central
College. Our scouts celebrated the Day at our College too, as our G.S.L is now
the A.D.C. Town Area, this year.

Membership:

There are 6 second class badge holders in our Jumior Troop. Qur Senior
Troop was inauguated on 27. 3. 81. Rev. Fr. Rector who was present at the first
meeting of the semior Troop had appointed Mr. S. J. Thiagarajah and Mr. Fy
Francis to be in charge of them. Twenty recruits were present at the meeting.

Our Scout Leaders:

There are five members of the tutorial staff who are in charge of the scout
Troop, under Mr. W. J. Navaratnam, A. D. C. Town. Mr. M. Thanabalan has com-
pleted his phase II Scout leader’s course this year. Mr. D. C. C. Santiapillai
another warranted scouter has completed his pre-warrant Training course. He is
in charge of training our Young Scouts.

Mr. S. J. Thiagarajah and Mr. F. Francis who were newly appointed have
followed phase I Scout Leader’s Course and have obtained their warrants to run a
scout Troop.

14th Field Day: .

It was celebrated on 27-6-81 with Rev. Fr. Jesunesan our Vice Rector as
the Chief-guest. Distribution of awards, studying and displays, Campfire and
drama were the high - lights of the day.

The following were the Prize winners:

(1) Best Actor :- Mas. E. Shelton

(2) Best Camp:- Patrol Dog

(3) Best Campfire item:- Patrol Dog

(4) All round patrol leader:- Mas J. Joe Theophilus

Mas. Bebington is our Troop Leader of the Jumior Troop and Mas. A. R. C.
Constantine is the Troop Leader of the New Senior Troop.

Chip a Job Week:-

We collected Rs. 575/- with Mas. S. Maxwell earning Rs. 77/- the highest
amount during that week. The scouter in charge of this Campaign was Mr:
M. Thanapalan.




Community Service,
The Scouters in- charge for it are Mr. S. J. Thiagarajah, Mr. F. Fraocis

and Mr, D. C. C. Santiapillai. ;
' (1) Both Troops participated in cleaning the old Park.

(2) Our Boys Scouts did Shramadana work at the premises of the O.B.A.

S. P. C. Jaffpa.
¢(3) During Eucharistic Procession our Scouts were on duty.
(4) They helped in the building of our new Primary Block.

(5) True to their motto our Boys Scouts have rendered yeoman service at
Sports meet, Prize giving Day and other functions of the College.

~ We thank all who helped us during the year and especially in the organisa-
tion of the Annual Scout Field Day. Our special thanks are also due to Rev. Fr.
Rector, the Vice Rector and all teachers for their help and encouragement and
moral support.

May the spirit of the “Founder of this *worldwide movement spur our boys
to greater heights.

W. J. Navarainam
Scouter = in — Charge

The Cubscout Report — 1981

It is with greai pleasure and satisfaction that we present the record of
Cubscouting for the year 1981.

" We have a band of 25 cubscouts with 4 sixers as leaders who take ke@:n-'

interest in the new chums entrusted to them. We meet regularly on Wednesdays
and hold special meetings too.

During this period some of the cubscouts were able to complete their 2nd
Silver Star Badge. At the Going - up - Ceremony 6 cubscouts joined the Junior

Scount Troop.

The Pack celebrated Lord Baden Powell’s Day. We had speeches and
songs and each six gave a small item.

We planned to celebrate Cubscout’s Mother’s Day, but owing to inevitable
circumstances we had to cancel it, but the Cubscouts prepared Greeting Cards
and took them to their Mothers on that Special Day.

— L — P —
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The Cubscouts participated at the Annual Rally of our College Scout
Troops and entertained the parents and scouts with their cubscout songs.

Two Special Meetings were devoted to organised service to the Iﬁétitution.
The events were carefully planned and executed efficiently. All necessary equip-
ments were made available before the task was undertaken.

A Big ‘““Thank You’ to Rev. Pr. Rector for the refreshments served to us
at the end of the Community Service Projects. An appreciation of our work
was not forgotten and as Rev. Fr. Rector was unable to be present owing to
some special school activity, Rev. Pr. L. M. Montfort - Prefect of Studies - Middle
Schoel, deeply appreciated the volume of work completed within the specified
time.

We want to avail this opportunity to thank the past Cubscouts for their
continuous help. Special mention should be made of Mas. S. Patrick and
Mas. J. H. Wijeyathas for their invaluable help during the Pack Meetings. '

We are thankful to the parents of Cubscouts and the Scout Leaders of our
Troop for all the Co-operation extended to us.

Rev. Fr. Rector has been a source of strength and encouragement to us in
all our endeavours. We tender him our grateful thanks and fully hope and trust
that he will continue to give him unstinted support always.

We look forward to another year of new activities and & bright and
successful future.

PARENTS DAY 1981

Home and School are complementary:
The school imparting knowledge and the home imparting wisdom.

For the best results in the educational process, a close intimate Parent-Teacher
bond must be developed so that each can reinforce and enrich the work of the other. We
are happy to record that we are able to build op an effective system of com-
munication through organised Parents’ Day and personal interview.

The Parents’ Day celebration of the primary school was held on the 5th of
December 1981. The Chief Guest was the most Rev. Dr. B. Deogupillai, Bishop
of Jaffna.

The celebration began with the lighting of the oil lamp and the singing of
the college anthem which is a custom of the Patricians. Then followed the
annual report read out by Rev. Sr. M. Seraphine. She expressed her deep appre-
ciation of the co-operation and support so ungrudgingly given by all the members
of the staff on all occasions



A variety entertainment including the percussion band, playlets, dances
and ‘Kolaatam’ formed a part of the programme. Almost all the parents had
the joy of seeing their tiny tots on the stage. A large number of children from
each class were allowed to take part so that each parent can have the satisfaction
of seeing the talents of the little ones. Due to unavoidable circumstances some
classes could not take part in any of the items.

The Rector in his address to the parents said that it is not enough if the
parents come in large numbers only on that day but must visit occasiomally and
give their suggestions for the beiterment of the school.

Mrs. S. Mathews thanked all those who helped in various ways to make
the Parents’ Day a succes.

The function was well attended by a large gatbering of parents and grand
parents:

i

 English Day Celebrations

The School English Day celebration was held on 2Ist Nov. 1981. The
Chief Guests were Mrz Anton Alfred, S. LA S A. C. L.G. Jaffna and
Mrs. Alfred.

The programme was impressive and highly exciting because the items were
held on an Inter-House basis. There was much enthusiasm among the students:
There were contests for all age-groups.

The Inter-House Drama and Debate were the highlights of the programme.
The principal organizer was Rev. Fr. P. Jesunesan. He was ably and staunchly
assisted by our English Teachers.

The English Day Committee was elected from the Advanced Level students.
The Committee worked wholeheartedly for the success of the celebrations.

A Souvenir recording the activities was also brought out.

We thank the donors of prizes and all others whose support made the
celebrations a grand and eloquent success.

We specially thank Rev. Father Rector, but for whose untiring efforts and
encouragement, this activity would not have been possible.



Teachers’ Guild 1981

Tl}e Tcacher§‘ Guild of St. Patrick’s College, with Mr. A. S. Augustine as
the President continues to preserve the highest traditions of the College which is
sacred to every member of the Guild. The members numbering fiftyone, not
counting the Religious, work with one mind and spirit as in one family — Patrician
Family, with the authorities for the most cherished goal, the Greater St. Patricks.

During the year under review the Guild had the pleasure in welcoming to
its membership Messrs. B. Kugatharan, S. Thillainathan, S. J. Fatimaharan, T.
Kalamany, Mrs. P. V. T. Antonypillai and Miss. M. L. G. Gnanapragasam. We
wish them all a happy and long stay with us.

This year had been one of great grief on account of the death of two great
men-One a senior member of the Guild; the other Rev. Fr. H. S. David. Late
Mr. Sam B. R. Alfred was one of our ablest teachers whose fame as a teacher

of Chemistry, was well known throughout the length and breadth of Sri Lanka
His death is not only a great loss to the College, but greater still to -each

one of us. In rememberance to his service to the College and Guild we have his
porirait unveiled in the Chemistry lecture room. Late Rev. Fr. H. S. David, a
linguist and scholar was a long time Prefect of studies, Middle school and thus
had a very close relationship with the Guild. May their souls rest in peace

We bade good bye to Mr. C. R. Joseph, J. P., a man of versatile talents
at an evening social with a hand shake. Mr. J. A. J. Arumainathan joined the
University of Jaffna to do his Diploma in Education, and Mr. S. J. Thiagarajah
is selected to follow the Teachers Training in English (special). Mr. K. Ratnasaba-
pathipillai left for Seychelles to help organise teaching of Science. we wish them
all success.

We take this opportunity to thank all the members of the Guild for the
whole hearted co-operation and assistance at all times. Further it is the duty of
the Guild to express its sincere gratitude to Rev. Fr. Rector for the great interest
and understanding attitude he continues to take in all matters, concerning the
teachers. We assure him of our unflenching loyalty in all his undertakings.

The College Hostel

The sole purpose of our hostel is to help the students, especially the out-
station boys to acquire proper formation in the sphere of education, discipline,
spirituality, sports etc. We are concerned about the total development of their

personality.
During the scholastic year 81-82, there were about 80 members in our hos-

tel family from various parts of the country. There are students from Kandy,
Colombo, Trinco, Mannar, Batticola and Jaffna & its outskirts. The 80, inspite of



difference of age, size, religion and intellectional capacity, lead a well-knit
happy life, The sole responsibility of forming these youngsters as good religious,
lay citzens of the country was shouldered by the ever smiling and calm person
Fr. Montfort. He was assited by Mr. K. F. Santiapillai. We are sorry that Mr.
K. F. Santiapillai who looked after the students as' an apple of his eye could
not continue to render his services due to his ill health.

On the 26th of Septmeber &1, Hostellers day was celebrated in which all
the parents of the hostellers joined. At this occasion the Hostellers bade farewell
to Rev. Fr. Montfort who rendered every necessary help to his adopted children.
Fr. Victor Pilendran succeeded Fr. Montfort as the warden and Fr. Rector as the
bursar.

Education and discipline being the chief aims of the hostel, enough time is
alloted for studies. Though we don’t encourage private tuition, in order to help
weaker students, special attention is given in English, Maths, and Science. In
order to foster sound discipline and character fomation, instruction and exhorta-
tions are given by the warden and other priests in the house. Our hostel family
gathers everyday to offer eucharistic sacrifice and recite morning and night prayers
with bible reading.

Facilities are available for the boys to play football, cricket, volleyball and
indoor games like table tennis, carom, draught and chess etc.

Many and various steps are taken to maintain the standard of English in the
hostel. The language of the house is English. All the members are obliged to
speak English and in order to make them realise the need of English, now and
them, collective punishment is imposed.

The division of the hostel into Green and Gold Houses contributes toward
healthy competition in every field. In order to accommodate more in the hostel
the Puvimanasinghe hall was converted into boarders study hall and the top floor
of the Matthews block - the Abraham Hall-as the dormitary.

A special word of appreciation is due to the hostellers for their willingness
to serve whenever their help is needed for the common functions.

Suggestions and assistance of Fr. Rector and the Vice Rector help the war-
den to run the hostel smoothly. A special vote of thanks to Fr. Bursar ¢Rector)
from the boarders for the personal care and concern he has over them and for
every effort he takes to update the hostel. He takes necessary steps to make
their stay a comfortable and enjoyable one. His personal supervision at the din-
ing hall is aclear proof of this. It can be said with pride that in our College
Hostel, every possible effort is taken, and all the available means are used, in
order to make good citizens and sound religious persons out of these Youngsters.



BISHOP SHERLOCK.

HIS LORDSHIP CHRISTENS THE NEW BLOCK.
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BISHOP SHERLOCK DECLARES OPEN
THE NEW BLOCK.
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Augustine Block
for
The Primary Department

St. Patrick’s is nerely 150 years old. The main College had sound-proof
class rooms with cool and shady trees in front, long corridors a very large hall
and one of, if not the best equipped laboratories in the North, with its own gas
plant. St. Patrick’s could also boast of being the First institution in the North
to have its own clectric plant as early as the mid-twenties of this century even
long before the town was electrified.

But the Primary department of the lower school was housed in cadjan
sheds and given rather a step mortherly treatment. Yes, sheds with cemented
floors, tall posts, cadjan partitions and cadjan roofs.

The late Fr. L. J. Augustine whose name was synonymous with the Lower
school was in charge for well over 25 years. 1t was more known as Father Augus-
tine school than as the Primary Department, of St. Patrick’s College.

After Fr. Augustine’s time when the Matthews Block was completed the

lower school was shifted or pushed out to the far end of the College compound
beyond the ‘Great Lake’. But with the Govt. take over of the Educational Insti-
tutions of the Island the Lower school was brought back and a make-shift acco-
modation was provided some time in the Matthews Block and some time in the
Old Block. Later some class rooms were put up near the Boarder’s Refectory.

That the children of the lower school at this tender and formative age
should be provided with better facilities by way of better accomodation & equip-
ment must have been for a long time working in the mind of the present Rector
Revd. Father Francis Joseph who as a student at first and later as a teacher
for well over 30 years had noticed the hardship the small children endured and
the way they were treated and neglected. As an educationist he believes that
improvement should start at the Grass root level and that there should be no
mixing up of priorities while fulfilling the mission entrusted to him by God. So
much so the very first opportunity he had of improving their condition he had
moved Heaven & Earth and the authorities to help him in this task. For he
knows that the little ones are to be the future pillars of St. Patrick’s in parti-
cular and of the Church at large.

In this he was whole heartedly and very gemerously helped by a personal
friend from Canada the Rt. Revd. Dr. John Sherlock who became a great bene-
factor, who also was kind enough to come down to Jaffna to open this two-
storied Block which has about a dozen well ventilated and well equipped class
rooms.

A



It is really fitting and really to be admired of Fr. Joseph that he had
christened it as Fr. Augustine Block. As I said earlier Fr. Augustine was one
whose name was synonymous with the lower school and had lived in' the lowep
school for nearly a quarter of a century. Thanks to Father Joseph the Rector,
now Father Augustine Block stands like a David proud, upright and undaunted
alongside the Goliath the Massive Matthews Block almost challenging & confronting
it.

This article will not be complete without a word about the present staff of
the Primary Department; The Revd. Nuns & the ladies are doing their best to inss
til into the little minds a sense of discipline and keen sense of duty & responsi-
bility. This angurs very well for the future of St. Patricks and the Church.
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With the lest Compliments of
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RICH COFFEE BAR

NEW MARKET.
Tel: 23509

AUTOS LTD.
JAFFNA.
Kilinochchi & Vavuniya

Main Stockist: Ceylon Petroleum Corporation
Petroleum Products, Agro-Chemieals & Special Products
Dealers in Motor Spares & Accessories, Agricultural
Machinery. Equipment & Spares,

Household Appliances & Accessories

USE: Bridgestone Tyres & Tubes
Phone: 22496 T'grams: ‘ AUTOS'’
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“OUR LADY QF PATRICIANS’, PRAY FOR US

On my first day
At this grand school
I steed on the quadrangle
Like a lone, lost sailor
On an empty shore
Staring at the far horizon
Thinking of my mother and home

Far away

Thep
I saw the boys stand in Reverence
Before the Queen of Patricians
And pray with animated devotion
1 felt the Piety of the Atmosphere
In the presence of the Holy Mother
The Mother of the ceaseless vigil
Who protects Her sons from every peril !
And surged in me a mighty exhaltation
. Because now I too am a PATRICIAN! : :

Our Lady of Patricians, Pray for us

Roshan Phillips
Grade 11 M2

Wrong Food Habits

Needless to say that we eat to live and we do not live to c_at; but unt:or-
tunately gquite a good number of people live to eat, drir.lk and enjoy every minu-
te. Their argument is everybody dies even if the fellow is very strict with his dl_el:
or a gourmet. As long as we live we should lead a healt_hy! .hfe. Our food habits
play a vital role in our lives. A Connoissour of table delicacies woulq regral;. lPter
in his life when he is bedridden with some dreadful diseases for his _._fastldlous
tastes in early days. Everything on earth becomes ;econd to a healthy life.

Parents are be partly to be blamed for the wrong food habits .ot‘ their
children. Parents out of ignorance but with all the earnestness and excessive love
for the child think if the child eats anything and evcry;hing at any. time, the
child will grow to be strong and energetic. Age is also immaterial for them. They




think in terms of quantity and not ‘quality. Where food < is concerned quality
matters more than quantity. A person who has neither drunk too much nor eaten
too much is-not susceptible to most diseases. He will be sound physically. The
quality and quantity of food differs for different age };Joups. The requirements of
a child is totally different from that of an adult.

~ Tt is lamentable that some parents think they are taking good care of their
children by buying them expensive often imported food stuffs. They would prefer
a rose hip syrup or an orange squash bottle with the chemicals and preservatives
added to fresh orange fruits. Imported items specially attract people more. They
are drawn towards them as magnets towards iron. A person can get the same
amount of vitamin C from a lime fruit but just because it is cheap and locally
produced he thinks there is nothing valuable in it. They communicate with their
relations and friends from other countries and request them to bring some impor-
ted items failing to see there are many indigenous ifoods of the same vitamins
growing in their own gardens. By giving imported foods they think they are doing
their duty towards their children or their aged parents admirably. Later their
children find it very difficult to abandon their habits even if they wish to switch
on to good nutritious local items. |

Poor people often grumble that they are upable to give rich food to their
children, like their rich counterparts. True most of the protein rich foods are a
little expensive and there is an acute shortage of protein rich food in underdeve-
loped oountries like Sri Lanka. One can get their requirements of protein from
rather cheap food stuffs like the miraculous Soya bean. Its protein content is
much more than other protein rich food. Small fish, dried fish, green grams are
not very expensive but can be important constituents of a balanced diet. The same
calorific requirement can be got from certain cheap food stuffs as we get from
mutton, pork etc.

Some people eat certain rich food items as status symbol. They ought to
be pitied rather than to bLe blamed. They have a false sense of prestige. They
would prefer to eat unbalanced but rich food to balanced cheap food. Just §beca-
use rich people eat a particular food even if the food is not to their tastes, they
would still pretend to like it and swallow to show that they are used to eating
rich food and only rich food. They have a narrow idea of culture. Culture does
not depend on the kind of food one eats or on similar superficial things. Thus
people often miss the right type of food for their body Nowadays we find quite
a lot of people belonging to this category.

Rich food is nmot only expensive but in most cases harmful to the body*
In short we pay a good sum of money to ruin our body, and get fatal diseases.
Fat accumulates in the body as the cholesteral level goes up, blood vessels get
blocked, blood clots inside the vessels and sometimes blood vessels burst, all
because of our wrong food habits. Wrong diet brings innumerable diseases. Wwe
often hear of heartattacks, stroke hypertension and quite a lot of other diseases.
These are diseases of the rich because these are mostly due to eating excessive



The youth problem in Sri - Lanka

i S

Religious back ground

.]?as:cally youth problem in this country has to be considered in ‘the light of
a religious back ground. Primary education in schools has not availed of adequate
kl.:lowlcdge of religious and scriptures. As a result moral behaviour of children
hit very. low in their adult hood. Lack of religious influence contributed to many .
a calamity among university students. We have seen how the deciding line between
civilized conduct and under - gradflambouance has. been easify crossed at movements

of crisis in the campasses. We must therefore catch the children young to make
influence of religion effective. ‘

Infiltration of politics into- the classroom

The infiltration of politics into the classtoom was one of the causes
behind stucents unrest. Conflicting ideologies found their way into the minds of
the students through the classrooms. The class-teachers professing various party
principles and policy diluted them with other subjects in their day to day teaching.
The students who were not matured enough to have a mind of their own wcre
at cross roads. - :

The franchise

Amidst all these influence came the nmew adult franchise act which - conferred a
voting right on all persons over the age of. 18 years. This had a serious impact
on the young minds. Political reasons that motivated this new franchise act overlooked
the disastrous effect of it on the young minds. This robbed the classroom atmos-
phere of the students and instilled in them the thinking that this right to vote
made them king makers. Soon they realised that they can make kingdoms and un-
make kingdoms. Thus the youngsters mind still in the classroom. assumed the 'role of
the ruler. The wisdom of this mew adult franchise act is a highly debatable issue.

University admissions

Admisions to the university lead to youth problems. The denial of admissions
purely on the basis of merit shut out opportunities and gave rise to frustrations
and disappointments. This injustice resulted in the minds of the young and as a result
rash violent behaviour took the better of them. Hardworking students hopeful of a
university career meeting with disappointments and calamity likely to go their own
way away from the usual beaten track of a same mind.

Unemploy ment

The unemployment is another problem facing the youth. Thousands of those
who have completed their university career are left in the lurch without employment.
Even others who have passed the G.C. B. level are unable to find jobs. The
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strength of the unemployment is swelling into vast proportions. In the wake of .
this disappointment ‘comes other 'ugly occurance of malpractice in the offer of jobs.
This hardens the minds of the unfortunate youngsters diverts them in a direction
that order, peace and good governments do not approve of ithis'hasa ‘direct effec
on the :moral tone of a society Political inteference in the jobs appointments bi-
passed :merit and party leanings became a qualification for the offer of jobs.

Exploitation of youth by politicisns

‘Politicians who were anxious to better ‘their ends in ' parliamentary persuits
exploited the youth. At successive elections political teaders assured the youth of
a bright future and mislead them. Die hard leftwing politicians indoctrinated them
and thus induced them to resort to unconstitutional methods of over ‘throwing
legally conmstituted governments. This influence made them politically extremists and
induced them to think that remedy for all ills lay in ‘a revolutionary process.

The net result of this influence opened the gateway for disaster in the
country. The 1971 insurgency in Sri-Lanka is a clear example of such disaster. The
youth misled by wrong leadership were used as fodder for power hungry politicians.
Thousands of youths calling themselves members of ‘‘Chequverist” movement lost
their lives. This was the price they had to pay for following selfish politicians who
had parliamentary fortunes as their goal.

Today, the country is shattered by violeace in various parts and this is
atributed -to youth activity. It therefore affirms the view that youth problems are
the root cause behind the chaos prevailing in the country. Unless and wuntil a
genuine effort is made to solve the youth problems the country will end in dest-
ructions and the leaders of the day must certainly accept responsibility. It is,
therefore, the sacred duty of the government to view it seriously and avert the
disaster. This requires leaders who are capable of standing outside themselves and
act in a 'manner that will befit patriotic nationalists.

X. A. Rajsndrakumar
Gr. 12 M



CALL TO YOUTH

“*Youth, is wasted on the young’ was the complaint by Bernard :Shaw.
not that we must attach much importance, to this 'statement of the Pessimist,

who believed, that if other planets were inhabited, they would use this earth,
as their lunatic asylam. But, even this Pessimist in despair could not but take
note of the heroism, the idealism, and the generous self-sacrifice, of the young
entbusiasts. Youth is a volcano, youth is emergy, youth is: fire. So youth could
be a mighty power, and a great force for good and progress or for evil and
destruction.

Hence, it is that, the Nazis and the communists, made it their prime
duty, to entrap the youth, and infiltrate into them their pernicious doctrines.
Hence, it is that, someone remarked, that if the communists fail with the - youth
of this country, they are sure to face their doom and utter ruin.

How could the drive, and the power, and the dynamism, of yout];l be
utilised? How could the simmering energy, of our young men and women be
canalized towards the right goal? These are the questions which you and 1 must
ADSWer-

Youth, is the time of poetry and romance, of dreams and visions, of
aspirations and ambitions, of the mnoblest impulses and the grandest resolves.
Youth, is the most important period, thHe spring time of life. The entire subse-
quent life of man and woman, depends on its arrangement 'and development.
There is no other period of life, which lends itself to happiness, optimism and
joy, as the season of youth. But a wrong step towards the wrong direction may
take us from the highest joy down, to the deepest gloom. from the brightest
optimism, to the darkest pessimism, from the keenest desire to live for ever, to
the dismal bent towards self-destruction.

So, it is vitally important, that we make, the right choice, -that, we have
the right objectives, and ideals, and that we fix the right goal, for our ambition.
We have duties towards our fellow men and duties towards God. In other words.
we have our temporal tasks and our spiritual destiny. We cannot ignore either.

The temporal needs are, closely related to the spiritual. To ask people, to
love God, and their neighbour on am empty stomach, and in the face of grave
social ‘injustice, is to demand a spiritual heroism, which few apparently, .
are prepared to give.' We have to take a good share and play a vital role, in the
social and material reconstruction, of our country. Dr. Radhakrishnan, the dis-
tinguished Philosopher remarked ‘I must say with regret that I don’t find among
the youth of the country-not all the youth, but a large part of ‘it-that exblyara-
tion of spirit, that release of energy that buoyancy of life, which characterised.,
the great liberation movement we seem to have lost the inspiration of a purpose.
*Pandit Nehru once told the students of Allahabad, that he was angry -at the
irresponsible way, ‘in which students, . behaved sometimes. We have 1o
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other way of showing our love of God, that by working with all our might, for
the uplift of our fellowmen. If we fail to enter, the ficld and take the bull by
the horns, then we shall leave the field open for those evilminded. people who
are out for wiping off. all civilisation and human dignity. It would be a crime,
from which we shall never be excused. It should de the endeavour, of every youth,
to wipe out every tear, from every human eye. We must be at the fore front.
of all social activities, helping our country, to move on and on. Shall we do all
in our power, to accelerate the march of our nation. Shall we lead the student
world, by our selfless devotion, and tireless service? Are we ready to face the
challenge and spend ourselves for the country?

‘ Mas. Naresh Swampillar
. Gr. 11 Bg

~

This mad armament race between the two Super Powers.

The rapid progress of science together with its untold advantages in helping
man immensely in the field of medicine and technolegy, has even more rapildly
contributed to the invention and producfion of most destructive arms. Hence
humanity has every reason to fear that the very human existence on earth is
threatened with complete annihilation, for such destractive armaments are invented
and produced by the two super powers,

Billions and billions of dollars are spent in the production of such danger-
ous armaments. Each power is mortally afraid of the potentialities of the other
power in heaping up armaments. Hence this armament race iS going on unen-
dingly -at a rapid pace. The natural resources and funds that should be utilised
in making the earth a better and comfortable Eden for the human being to live
in are madly and indiscriminately diverted to the production of armaments which
can wipe out the entire human population in a matter of minutes. The 'warnings
and advice of some far sighted scientists, philosophers and humanitarians have so
far fallen on deaf ears as far as the governments of the two super powers are
concerned. In spite of all this forecast this mad armament race is going on una-
bated at full speed. All kinds of destructive bombs and missiles are produced and
stored up by both power blocs. Fighter planes, tanks, atomic weapons, nuclear
weapons, and even bombs containing deadly poisonous gases are manufactured
by both countries. Today, although attempts are made to hold summit conferen-
ces to discuss the possibility of reducing and limiting the production of armaments
no green light is seen so far. Tt ‘appears that the political leaders are paying
merely lip services to the control and production of armaments and nothing i
 done concretely to put into practice what they preach. }

Hence this armament raceé is going on undisturbed at full speed, despite
the warnings and advice of religious heads. Unless this foolish competition and



mad armament race stops, there can be no peace on earth. So even at this criti-
cal juncture attempts should be made with all vigour and fore to pursuade these -
powers to put an end to this armament race or atleast to slow down the process.
Otherwise humanity will meet with disaster in the near future, and our beaytiful
earth will become a life-less planet travelling in space.

J. 1. 8. Joknpillai
11B,

What | consider important in life.

The four things I value very much in life are obedience, cleanliness, punctu-
ality and discipline. O_f these four, I value obedience most.

The lesson of obedience is about the most important we can leatn, for
without obedience there can be no law, order, progress, education, organisation,
or civilisation, A valuable lesson in obedience can be learnt from obeying our
elders, It teachers us to do our duty, good habit and work with a healthy team
spirit  Obedience to  parents, obedience to teachers, obedience to
the law, and obedience to conscience are the mark of a strongman, and of the
man who is fit to exact obedience from others. In other words obedience means
success and progress.

According to European proverb * Cleanliness is next to Godliness . A dirty
person is considered to be unhealthy in mind, soul and body. This habit is essential
in life where people need to be healthy and happy in life.

Punctuality means the habit of being in good time and it is said that
‘* Punctuality is the Courtesy of kings”. If boys are punished for coming late- to
school, they learn to be punctual through life in their dealings., The man who is
always punctual in matters soon gets a name for being reliable and trustworthy.
He soon begins to succeed in life as surely as the unpunctuwal man begins to fail,
-Punctuality is the only habit that can be acquired by practice. '

Without discipline there can be no success either in the case of an Indivi-
dual or of a body of people. No school, family, office or company can succeed
- without discipline, and no man can do so unless he can discipline his passions
and desires. In a school there can be no work without discipline. Oanly by disci=
pline, there can be quiet study, attention, and diligence. There can be no education
of character, because discipline is the greatest force in character forming. So a
man must first learn to rule himself, and his own impulses and inclinations, his
tongue, his temper, and his vices. '

So I consider these to be valuable morals for a man for success in life.

i I. B. Constanitine
12M i



The Revolutionary Poet - Bharathi.

Daily we hear. of or we are influenced by Political revolutions, cultural
revolutions, literary resolutions, and religious revolutions.

The poet Bharathi introduced all these revolutions f[throngh poems, essays
and stories to the great Indian Society that was steeped in the darkness of igno
tance; it is for this that we hail him as a revolutionary poet.

In his poems, poet Bharathi introduced simplicity, used the language of the
common man and relaxed the rigid rules of grammar and poetry. Thesejare some
of the changes we can see¢ in the revolutiomary style of his poems. More impor-
tant than this is his revolutionary attitude so clearly seen in his poems.

In one of his simple but highly emotional poems he has  written, he says
"*We realise now that the country we live in is ours’”. He wrote a simple style
in order to rouse patriotic feelings in the simple peasant folk. The following verse
shows his spirit of independence. il ‘ ‘

‘<Even though it comes to sacrificing the comfort of home and embrace
the rigors of imprisonment, Even though fortune may change and am
destroyed by false accusations heaped on me, Even if various tribula-
tions crop up and destroy me, 0 Goddess of Independence, I shall not
fail to worship thee! ”

His spirit of independence did not grow within the restricted circle of
his own language, race, religion and society.

In beautiful poetical lines he has expressed the thcme of unity of India
even ip its dlversity in the following manner:-

«She possesses 300 million faces but with one single life.
Though she speaks with tongues of over eighteen hues
In thought she is but ome’

Although India during Bharathi’s life time bave never come under one rule yet
the fact that Bharathi thought of India- in his poems is a clear indication of
his progressive ideas.

All these go to show that poet Bharathi ranks very high among the poets
of India and that he was greatly imbued with a spirit of patriotism and unity
among the multi-racial, multi-linguistic and multi-religious Indian Society. No.
‘wonder he is known as the poet laureate of India and a revolutionary.

The following lines of his speak for themselves.

<sJts’ a God worshipped by all,
Seen in all and abides in all
In all the world God is one
Let there be no bickerings among us™
J. Paylan.
10 BI1.



The New Parliamént

Sri Lank’s New Parliameat is at Sri Jayawardhanapura Kotte. It #& a big
town now. The Parliament was built by the Japanese. They gifted the Parliament
to Sri Lanka. The plan of the Parliament was drawn by Geoffery Bawa. The St
Lankan people also helped the Japanese to build the Parliament to make the
Chandelier and to draw the wall paintings. The Chandelier was made by Laki
Senanayake. The Diyawanna Oya surrounds the Parliament.

The New Paliament was opened on the 29 th of April 1932. It was opened
by the President J. R. Jeyawardens. The President arrived at the complex at
10.30 a. m. preceded by a police escort on horse back. Then the National Anthem
was played by the Navy band and a salute of twenty onme guns were given when
the President entered the new Parliament building. The speaker Mr. Bakeer Meker
and Mrs. Bakeer Meker welcomed the President. The Prime Minister; Cabinet
Ministers and all other MP’s were also present. There was a band and also para-
des by the armed forces.

There were lots of people who had come to see the Opening Ceremony.
The President, Prime Menister and the MP' for Kotte spoke. Now the:'Sri l.aﬂhn
capital is Sri ]synwardhanapura

N. N. Ahslakumaran
Gr. 7B
SShRG

Myself

I am Terrence Athanasiar.

1 am the only Son and only child of Dr. J. A. Athanasiar. I was born on
the 29th of October 1969, Now I am twelve plus. I am studying at St, Patricks
College Jaffna, in Grade 7 B. My class teacher is Mrs. P. V. T. Aatonipillai. She
is a kind hearted, hard working and interesting teacher, Loved by the whole class.
1 am learning maths, English, Social - studies, Religion, Tamil, Wood work, Science.
Health science and Art. My favourite subjects are Tamil, English, Religion and
Science. T am putting up at a private Boarding. 1 go to school cycling. I eajoy
my pleasent ride on my new chopper, bought for me by my father. I go .home
for -week ends. My hoobies are stamp-collecting and Reading. Iam happy to state I
am a Roman Catholic. I am proud to be a Patrician, My father wasa Patrician
too. .

J. E. Y. Athanasiar
Gr. 7B

V.



[ am a 50 cent coin

I was sleeping inside a purse. I was alone. My owner was an old woman;

She kept the purse warm inside her jacket. One morning she pulled me out
and gave me to a boutique - keeper. He put me into a box where there were
many of my brothers.

A little later the mudalali gave me to a bus conductor. He put me into
his dirty pocket. There were many of my relations in there too. The conductor
pushed us from time to time and I was very angry.

The conductor pulled me out and kept me in his hand. 1 was very happy.
Then he gave me to a young woman. She was very pretty. She put me into her
purse 1. I loved to be there.

But for my bad luck, she gave me to a beggar. He put meinto his tin
and shook it. T got a headache. I jumped out of the tin and fell to the ground.
The beggar picked me up and put me back into the tin.

In the evening he gave me to a mudalali and s;)on afterwards he gave me
to'a young lady.

She put me in her purse and kept it on a shelf of her almirah. I was
happy because I had found a very quiet place to rest after a very busy day.

Gnanapragasam Ladislaus Gnanatheva
' 10D, 1

The annual testival ot St. Antony

The annual festival of St. Antony’s is celebrated on the 12th of June at
Passaiyoor St. Antony’s church. It is celebrated on a grand scale by the people

of Passaiyoor.

The novena starts on the 4th of June by the hoisting of the flag at the
centre of the playground in front of St. Antony’s church. Every evening the

novena starts at 6-30 p. m. and ends at about 8. 30. Many people come to this

church from different places. -

The last vespers are held on the 12th of June and the programme for the
following day is anoounced. The following day the first mass is at 5 o’ clock, the
second mass is at 6 o’ clock, and the third, a high mass, is celebrated by His
Lordship the Bishop of Jaffna. After the morning celebrations are over the peo-
ple are all full of joy.

S e o



In the evening, St. Antonys statue is taken in i
: procession along the i
strests of Passa'lyoor. Koyathoddam, and Eachchamoddai with prayerz and hyE::::
When the chariot reaches the portals of St. Antony’s church, the statue is taka;l
inside the church and the people are blessed with itz

This year too. we had a grand celebration. I
2 . prayed hard t - _
for my success at this years O/L exam. 5 o St. Antony

P. J. Valentine
‘TOBI

My diary

I have a- pocket diary. My English teacher asked me to have onme. So, my

father bought it for me. It is a beautful diary. Its cover is brown. I have written -

my name, grade and school on the first page, on the other pages; I write the
important events that take place everyday and my daily home work, My diary is
very useful to me.
E. J. Nivanjan
Gr. 5A.

My trip to London

Last year 1 flew to London with my mother. We went by air Lanka, The "
air hostesses wore peacock sarees, As we entered the plane an air hostess gave us

toffees.

The plane started off with a big noise and soon it was up in the air: I
was now quite afraid, for this was my first flight.

After- some time we were given our breakfast. First the children were

served. While I was eating the plane began to tremble left and rig]at. [ was not
used to this, I began to cry.- And spoiled my clothes. A hostess quickly came up
and helped me. Now the plane was OK. I stopped crying but I was yet afraid.

After some time we reached London. At the airport we were met by some
friends of my mother.

L} . 7
They took us almost every where to sce the sights and we went shopping
too. My mother bought lots of nice things for us. Lots of prcssqts too. I_l.:?ndon
is' very beautiful. It is a very clean city. There are Very tall bulld‘mgs.. as big as
trees. We stayed only three days- We came back by air Lanka. This trip was ¢njoy

able, I'd love to visit London sgain. N. Nimalan

5B



The Lame Beggar

- Raman is a lame beggar. He lost his left leg in an accident some years ago.
Now he uses a pair of crutches to walk about. He begs at the Chavakachcheri
bus stand. He has a long beard. Raman often tells us about his accident. He
eollects nearly ten rupees a day. On market days his collections are mlore. He is
a happy person although he is lame.

A. T, Vijayakumar.
GV C

The Subject I like best

I like to learn English. My English teacher is Miss. P.P. P. Patrick. She is
very kind and jovial. She makes us learn our subject very well.

English is a world language. I like to visit other countries. So I like to.
know English very well. I have cousins studying in England. I will not be able to
talk to them if 1 do not kmow English. So T learn this subject better' than the
other Subjects, : $

L. J. Arumainathan
Gr. IVB

My grandfather

My grand father was a doctor. He had a dispensary in. his house. It was
clean and tidy. He loved small children. He treated the patients kindly. He gave
free medicine to the poor people. My grandfather was fond of his pet dog. He
smoked a pipe. He was a good football player. My grandfather liked me lot: He
belped me in my studies. He wanted me to become a doctor too.

8. Prasanth
Gr. 3B




My Pet

My pet is a little squirrel. Its tail looks like a balloon. It runs about the
house. It enjoys my company. At meal - times, it comes onto the table. Tt 'eats
off my hand. : : ;

I handle it gently. I sometimes take it along with me. Sometimes it is com=
fortably perched on my collar. Sometimes it sneaks into my pocket.

I love to see my pet run up and down the rafters. It amuses me and
amuses others too.

C. Sooriakumay
Gr. Y.

My Jony

I bave a little puppy. His name is Jony. He always plays with me. Omne
day he went next door. A big dog came and growled. Jony ran back to my house.
1 gave him a biscuit. He was very happy and wagged his tail. From that day he
never leaves home.

C. M. D. Manoharan.
Gr. 4 A . ;

My Visit to Japan

-

1 always remember my trip abroad. That was to Japan. It was one of
father’s business trip. It was a nice adventure. It was a fine sunny day of May
1982, Qur eagerly awaited day had come. My parents, my sister and I got into
the plane at Katunayake intermational air port.

It was vepy interesting inside the plane. When it had reached a good height
everything below was so tiny. The buildings, roads, rivers, and trees looked so
strange.

-

After some time it was announced that we were
that we went to a hotel for lunch.

in Japan airport. After

Then I wanted to study the country. We were walking along the }irid'e roads
of Japan city. We conld see a very busy city. A large number of vehicles were
going on the roads and there were large crowds of people on the streets. Most
of them were foreigners. All the roads were very €

lean and it was a pretty sight*

0. A. Herson.
Gr. 6
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Little Rohan and the Doctor.

It happend two decades ago. Rohan lived in Jaffna Town. He was a grade
Sseven student in one of the state schools in Jaffna. Rohan was clever
obedient helpful and hard working. One day he fell ill. He was running a high
temperature. In spite of his illness he wanted to go to school that day. But his
mother made him stay at home. She took Rohan to their family doctor. Having
examined him the doctor advised her that the child should be taken to the
general hospital immediately.

Rohan was admitted to the children’s ward of the general hospital Jaffna,
On the day of his admission the paediatrician was away in colombo. The house-
officer who examined him, made a brief history of his illness. The following day
the paediatrician reported for work.

Rohan saw a tall handsome gentlemen, flanked by the house officer and
the nurses entering the ward. The house officer took him first to Rohan. The
doctor examined him well. When he looked at the temperature chart he frowned
and raised his eye brows.

Having prescribed Rohan some medicine he started attending to other patie-
nts. Two eyes were looking at him fixedly. They belong to no one but Rohan.

The following day the paediatrician came at 8 a. m. Rohan was the first to be
examined and attended on. As the doctor was explaining the nature of the boys ill-
ness to the house officer, Rohan interrupted him. There was a sparkle in those
blue eyes. The paediatrician knew that the child had something important to com-
municate.

“Do you want to tell something? The doctor asked. “I want to be a
doctor and serve my countrymen” the boy replied. The young paediatrician who
was taken aback a little at the wisdom of the boy's speech, collected himself and
said. “*Oh-that is good”. He continued examing him. When he lifted his head he saw
Rohan having a present in his hand to be given to him.

It was a beautiful picture of Jesus christ. A symbol of love and - peace
the Hindu doctor 'thought to himself. :

The next day Rohan got up carly. He heard the cocks crowing and the
birds singing in trees. It reminded him of a lesson that he had studied in school
He became sad. Tears trickled down bis cheeks.

Won’t 1 get well? he asked the paediatrician when he came there on his
ward rounds. Patting his shoulder the paediatrician assured him that he would
get well soon. He had to attend to other patients. As he was leaving Rohan’s
bed some lear about the child disturbed his heart.

It was about 5 p. m. Rohan was asleep. Mrs. Ratnam the staff nurse wor-
king in her room saw Rohan’s mother entering the ward with a little girl. The



little girl ran to her brother’s bed, Rohan was fast

wake him up. She went oear him and kissed him asleep. She did not want to

. fondly on his forehead. After

The followiug. day the doctor came as usual at 8a. m. He came there with three
other d.ocftors.TI;avmg cxamined him they all agreed with the diagnosis of the
paediatrician. €y came to the conclusion that the child i
rare virus infection. was. mollempe, trom. 4

The boy’s illness, baffled the team of doctors.

Rohan was restless that day. He was complaini in j
Plaining of a severe pain in hj
head. When the staff nurse telephoned the doctor he was - there in halpf," anlhou::
time. The doctor felt his pulse. It was getting weak. The child was given saline.
Having stayed there for a few hours the doctor drove home depressed.

The following day the paediatrician came at 7 a. m. Suppressing all his pains
the little boy smiled at him. It was about 2 p. m. The high temperature the boy
had, alarmed the doctor. The child vomitted once. He slipped ‘into a state of
coma. The doctor hurried to attend to him. He was unconcious and lay uncons-
cious for a week. When the doctor called his name aloud the child’s lips quive=-
red. The paediatrician consulted some other doctors. They all came and examined
the child. The doctors were disappointed because Rohan fail to respond to all
the potent drugs. The child groaned and struggled. The child also developed a
difficulty in breathing.

Rohan’s mother couldn’t see his son suffering. She was there by her son’s
bed with a rosary in her hand uttering some prayers softly to herself.

It was one wednesday that the little child passed away. “Rohan is dead”’,
the doctor said between sobs. He was invincible even in death. He lay serene
and calm. To the doctor his death was more than a loss of life.

Days rolled by. As he walked along the corridors of the same hospital he
stopped to look at a passer by, a medical student. Shé was Rohan’s sister.

When she introduced herself ho the doctor voice chocked in her throat.
After the doctor had made some enquiries about her parents she look leave of him.

When he went home that day he ransacked. the things in the almyrah, to
look for the little present, given by Rohan tweaty years ago-the picture of Jeuss Christ.
It was safe there where he had kept it twenty years ago.

“Rohan your sister is going to be a doctor’. I hopz she will

make your
dreams come true. .-

to his study and

Having had an early dinner the bachelor doctor retired _
was captioned.

removed a book from the shelf. He started reading a chapter. It
“Brain fever”. Yes, the little boy died of brain fever twenty years ago.

Rajans



Autobiography of an Umbrella

Rohan was playing marbles in the garden. He heard someone calling him by
his name. To his surprise he saw an old cloth speaking to him.

I came to Sri Lanka with many of my relatives. I was born in a factory
in Sirgapore. We travelled to SriLanka by sea. We enjoyed our voyage very
much. Une day we arrived at Colombo harbour. We were transported to a
Government store in Colombo. Then they sent us to  different stores in various
parts of your country. Twentyfive of us were sent to a shop in Trincomalee.

I had on an orange cloth with fine small prints. The colour made me very
attractive. As we were kept in that shop a girl a teacher by profession came to
that shop and bought me for fifty rupees. I was very sorry to depart from my
relatives,

The girl used me carefolly. I also served her well. After she had used me
for two years she gave me to your mother who is an Aunt of hers.

All of you started using me carelessly. One day your youngest sister took
me to school. The wind was blowing hard. The strong wind ripped my 'clothes
and loosened my strings. 1 also grew old. I lost my shape and form. Your
mother put me in an old trunk, where my enemies the termites found their way
in and made big holes in me.

When your mother found me no more useful she threw me in this garbage.
I stayed here for a long time uncared for. Many a time I cried aloud. I started
decaying. I may die soon. I regret to die in an alien soil. 1 wish I had not
left my mother land. It said in despair.

Samuel Vasanthan
Gr. 6 C

Our Revered Teacher-.

The night of 28. 8. 1981. Friday was a date to be remembered not .only by
me but also by all the Tamil speaking students, specially by the Chemistry
students. It was the day the glittering diamond on the crown of St. Patrick’s
College fell to the ground leaving a dark void. We lost our Chemistry teacher,

. Sam B. R. Alfred, who was one of the brightest stars on the tutorial staff
of St. Patrick’'s College, lovingly known as “‘Sam Master’’.

Although we knew that fate had conspired to take him away, I was
shocked to hear about his death. When 1 heard about his death, I remembered
the words of Nehru at the death of Mahatma Gandhi” The light has gone out



from our midst, every where there is darkness”, Yes it was grief for all of us.
During the twelve years of my student career, I have not come accross such an
ideal teacher with such stern discipline. His name and fame was well known all
over the peninsula as well as in many other parts of Ceylon, and many students
flocked to study under his glorious guidance.

His long association with St. Patrick’s college starts with his school days.
When he finished his student career under very Rey. Fr. T. M. F. Long, he entered
the University of Colombo and there he did his B, Sc. and specialised in Chemis =
try. After getting through this course he was appointed to the tutorial staff of .
bis College on 10. 5. 1955. He held this post for the last twenty six years.

Besides being a teacher he bad been the Moderator of Advanced Level
Students Union, Assistant Prefect of Studies and Prefect of Games. He was tall
with a stern look in his eyes. He had a vast knowledge of Chemistry. He taught
us not only Chemistry but also he taught us General knowledge and Good Man-
ners. I was not lucky enough to study under him at College. So I attended his
tuition classes. Although I was afraid of him at the start, later I was able to
understand him very well, which, I am proud of mentioning it, It was his devo-
tion to duty and his unfailing love for us that made him strict and stern. One
smile and a word of encouragement from him would make every one happy. He
never minced words and never wavered in his decision: what he said was said.
Whenever he addressed a student, he would call him <Mister”. The word still
rings in my ears and brings tears in my eyes.

He was a social worker also. He was a Director of the Rotary Club of
Jaffna amd District Chairman of the Interact Clubs. He had been a Government
recognised Analyst for local industries from 1957 and had published a paper on
the vitamin contents of local fruit cordials. '

As he walked along the varandah adjoing the class room, there would be
dead silence. I shall mention an incident here which took place three or four
days after his death. We were seated chatting during a free period. All of a
sudden a boy called out “‘Sam is coming’. Immediately we were all silent and
altentive to our books. It took us a few seconds to realise that he was now mno
more. Yes, he is no more but his sweet memories still linger on. Besides being a
stern disciplinarian he taught us well. Whatever he taught was well and truly
done and to all he gave nothing but the best. His life 2 model, his image
an inspiration and his memory a beacon. All that I can now say is simply this
“There wasn’t anyone and there won’t be anyone like him”

**Grant O’Lord him eternal rest
Let Perpetual light shine upon him
May his soul rest in peace.”

-T. Rohan Chinniak-
12 B!
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Why this need for the Queen’s English!

The English Language, its use and need, its method of teaching and learn-
ing have been diagnosed, analysed, cut and quartered and operated on and vari-
ous remedies prescribed for its cure, so much so that any attempt to write on it
would only amount to inflicting an additional and an undoubtedly excruciating
pain on the already mutilated and dying Mr. English.

As a teacher of this indisputably useful international language of prestige
for well nigh thirty years I'd like to with some trepidation and despite all that
has been said and written about it, *ad nauseam’, record my own personal obser-
vations and offer my suggestions for the teaching and learning process and its
improvement.

That there is today a cry, and an anguished cry to learn English at any
cost cannot be gainsaid. But at what a cost we shall soon see. The one single
fact reported in the papers recently where over ninety percent of the candidates
who sat the examination for the recruitment of teachers of English by the Dept.
of Education failed, is a tragic commentary on the very low standard of English
of all our so-called educated young men and women. What do all these indicate?
It means that all that ails the English Language have been caused by pseudo-
nationalism or ‘patriotism’ politically motivated.

Ever since the introduction of *Free - Education’’ that *‘Pearl of great Price’
and the switch - over to the Swabasha as the medium of instruction, English star-

ted careering its way down, inferest in it waned and eventually as the national

languages became more pronounced it went out the way it did. And with it went

all that was good and nice las all who belong to the older generation will
vouch for.

Everybody realises that English is indispensable now and can carry one to
the far ends of the earth. Those seeking greener pastures and petro-dollars in the
Middle East are hard put to making it without some knowledge of English. Every
one must be grateful to His Excellency the President Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, an eru-
dite man of vision, one who envisages a Dharmista Society for recommending
English as 8 compulsory second language in all schools. All well-intended people
will agree that His Excellency with his wide experience of men and matters,
knows what he is about when he insists on English being taught and taught well
to every single child in Sri Lanka. I'm sure he’ll be constrained to say with Bru-
tus “Not that I love Sinhala less but that I love my country and her people

more’’.

It is indeed deplorable thai hundreds of thousands of students today, espe-
cially those in the A.L.Classes and in the Faculties of Engineering and Medicine
at the Universities are regretting their neglect of English. They turn round and
curse the system of education that has put them in a sorry plight and those that
were responsible for formulating such a system. This has set the ‘powers ‘that be’



and our ‘educationists’  thinking, perhaps with a sense of remorse,  Special
English courses, Seminars and Conferences, workshops, English Contests have been
tried out for both school-goers and adults. But all to no avail. Mushroom tuto-
ries have sprung up all over the country with students running hither and thi-
ther to learn English. Booklets, periodicals, notes and other publications in spo-
ken and written English and ‘Grammar’ with phonetic pronunciation of words:
and translations given in Sinhala and Tamil of a language that is unphonetic,
are strung in all bookshops. One can well imagine the damage done to both the
language and its learner. It's nothing short of cold-blooded murder of the Queen’s
English!

Having seen thus far, let me proceed to set forth some of the handicaps
and obstacles that stand in the way of our school children in the learning of
English. In O.L and A.L classes there are children who know nix of English
even the very rudiments. No wonder then, they are unable to clear the
O. L English Paper which is merely a child’s play for those of the older genera-
tion educated in the English medium. The Ministry of Education must be com-
mended and congratulated for putting out the text books for the various grades
with graded structural patterns geared to the needs of the child and the state?
Though these books must be modified from time to time - it's a long time since
they were revised - yet they do serve the purpose especially for exam purposes.
And thanks to those in the inspectorate and the Examinations Branch, no devia-
tion has been made from the text books and a very fair chance is given to both
the rural as well as the urban child to obtain @ pass in English at the O/L
Of course, it is an admitted fact that English is taught under very trying
circumstances. The drive, motivation and incentive given are hardly sufficient to
make the student learn. Besides these, the Department has to fight agai
~nst and surmount heavy odds such as incompetent teachers, lack of proper faci
lities and the very little time allotted to it in the time-table and the scant respect,
importance and value given to it as against Maths and Science. To almost all children in
school their study of English is during the period. There is no follow - up. There are
scores of students who have come up to the O’ Level without knowing the alpha-
bet, the capitals, the cursive style of writing, the most elementary rules of gram
mar " etc. They are unable to read or understand the simplest of sentences, the me-
anings of very common words and their pronunciation and so on and so on.

I have observed while teaching O/L students that they put on a blank face
when a particular pattern is taught. They do not know what the ‘parts | of speech’
is and when you say that the word ‘clean’ can be wused both as a verb ag
well as an adjective and the noun formed from it is ‘cleanliness’ and that it is
an abstract one, they look non-plussed. Of course, the newly-trained teachers even
‘specilised’ pedagogues frown on this method and say that it amounts to teaching
formal grammar instead of functional grammar and that grammatical terms should
never be used. This, I presume, is a lame excuse to hide their own ignorance of
the rules of grammar. It is not grammar as such but a lot of confusion could
be avoided and certain patterns and structures could be indelibly’ impressed on the
child’s mind by such terms in the formative years. I do affirm and §maintain



that these essential but elementary detajls which ought to have been taught, and
which are meant to be taught correctly as intended by those who compiled the
Departmental text books and which are found in the first of every lesson namely
Part A, Language Practive have not been taught at all or have been merely glos~
sed over. In the end it is the poor child who suffers when he gets stuck at the
O/L.

Children in general learn their mother tongue without much difficulty. If
We coantrast the situations under which both’ the mother tongue and English are
learnt, we can observe certain striking (and astonishing) differences some of which
have been dealt with here. The easiest and best way is the patural atmosphere
in which the English child learns his language. Since we cannot provide that,
we’'ve got to use other methods, which though tedious, can yet be successful.

Another aspect we tend to overlook is the importance of ‘Reading’
i learning a language like English. During our days we were told to
read a book a week. A well-read man will undoubtedly have a mastery of the
language. It is always the linguistic needs that determine the final shape of the
language learnt. However, teachers can achieve greater success in their attempts to
teach English, if they only take a little trouble, to create whenever and wher-
ever possible a ‘cnatural atmostphere’ in which language skills are easily mastered.
There are still very many difficulties encountered by Tamil children in the learn-
ing of the English Language especially in the use of the English Question Patterns :
which cannot all be enumerated here but which every teacher of the language
would have come across in. his or her own situations. But to Estate just a few
of them: 1. Interogative Pronmouns 2. Adverbial Pronouns. 3. Word order 4. Into-
nation 5. Inversion of words and 6. Fixed or idiomatic usages. And there are
ever so many other aspects that ought to be looked into and methods devised
to teach and to learn this beautiful and so useful a language which many a
Tamil Scholar and Pundit” has learned and benefitted in the past. Let us too en-
deavour to do the same for posterity’s sake.

W.J. P, Gnanaretnam.
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Soccer

We played all owr friendly Matches on our fixture _car&'l-.éxoé:pt'i“'h'ﬁi!ujnna,
College. 1st eleven led by Mas M. K. M. J. Chellappah played 5 mat'fc',lhlals.: won 2.
drew 2, lost ome. We entered the Sri Lanka Soccer . Franchese Tourﬁa;h:eht and
we were the Runners up. We won D. S. Senanayake M. V. by 9-1 'goall ﬁnﬂ
St. Joseph’s College Colombo by 2-1 goal and lost to St. Benedicts College Co-

lombo by 1-2 ‘goals. Though we lost to St. Benedicis ‘our boys played & very
good game. ' '

The 2nd eleven was led by Mas. ). Elmo played 6 matches. won 4 drew
one and lost ome :

The 3rd eleven was led by Mas. S. W. Kingley played 6 matches, won 4
drew one and lost one.

We are thankful to the masters-in-charge of the three elevens Messts. R. A.
Thilagaretnam, G. Arulanandam & M. Mariasoosai and to the Coach Mr. A. Augus-
tine. :

A-thletics

The Inter House athletic meet was held on the 4th of July. Mr. V. Yoges
waran M. P. Jaffna and Mrs. Yogeswaran were the chief guests.

It was keenly contested between the four houses and Bonjean House won
the Championship cup.

At the quadrangular meet we obtained 11 First places 8 Second places and
12, Third places. '

Cricket

Our lst Eleven Cricket Team, under the Captaincy of Mas. M. §. Alfred
played five school matches, won 2, drew 2 and lost onc. The limited over game
played against St. Peter’s College, Colombo was keenly fought.

Our under 17 team led by Mas. A. M. Gunarctnam entered ‘the J. 5.C. A
tournament and played four matches, won one drew one and lost 2.

The under 15 team captained by Mas. S. W. Kingsly too entered the J. S.
C. A. tournament. Six schools participated in this tournament. St. Patrick’s team
did estremely well and became the champions of the North winning_ the coveted
Trophy presented by the, Jaffna schools Cricket Association.

A



We convey our thanks to the master - in - charge Mr. S. F. Xaviergfor enco-
wraging the young cricketers and to Mr S. K. E. Xavier for coaching the 1at
Team . _ ; .

Table Tennis

Many participated in the Inter-House Competition both in the Senior and
Junior groups. We regret to inform that there is mo organization to promote this
game in Schools of the North. We appeal to the Principals & other Sportsautho-
rities to encourage the development of the game so that the aspirations of tables
tennis fans may be fulfilled.

Hower our players participated in the Indoor games organized by the

Y. M. C. A. where our boys fared well both in the Semior & Junior groups. We
also played against the University of Jaffna & lost by a marrow margin of 2-3

Badminton

In this department too we have many players who are very enthusiastic but
the areas opened to them are very much limited. Here too we appeal that am
Organising body should be formed which could conduct competitions among the
schools which are interested im participating & promoting this game.

Our players participated in the Competitions organized by th Y. M. e iy
where they fared well. The sports council of the University of Jaffoa was kind
enough to invite us for am encounter against their team. We were narrowly
beaten by 2-3 margin.

Chess Club

The Chess club was formed two years back. The members actively participa-
ted with great enthusiasm. The coaching classes were conducted by the Secretary
of the Jaffna Chess Club for both Semior and Junior groups.

‘We successfully participated in the Jaffna schools Chess tournament and
the All- Island Chess tournament. We acquired good standard and fared well in
both tournaments, '

We express our sircere thanks to Rev. Fr. Rector for all encouragement
given and to the Mater-in-charge Mr. X. D. M. Constantine for giving us the

necessary guidance.

Basket Ball

Thisl year the Inter-House Basket Ball was keenly contested between the
Houses. We played a friendly Match with St. Joseph’s Juniorate, Colombogam and
also participated in the Trimmer Basket Ball Tournament.



Ist XI Soccer — 1981

G

Seated (L to R)

Rev. Fr. V- Pilendran, Mr, R. A. Thilagaretnam (Master-in-Charge),
M. K. M. J. Chellappah, Rev. Fr. Rector, S. M. Thasan,
Rev. Fr. P. Jesunesan. o.m. i.

Middle Row

J. Marcellin, J. E. Tibutius, Regi Paultan, R. A, Jeyarajah, J. Johnson,
J. Rockhudson, M. T. Surendran, B.G. Douglas.

Back Row
D. E. Gunaretnam, O. Liston, F.J. Raymond.
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2nd XI Soccer Team

Standing : 20d Row
M. W. Boniface, P.J.Mariaseelin, S. Amalanathan, G. Thavarajah, A. B, Nerio.

Standing : 15t Row
J. Steinberg, C.A.Jchnson, S.Lawrance, J.Johnson
N. Navaneethiraj, A.D.Ivory, J.Roney Curts, P.James.

Seated ( LtoR )
A.J. Elmo (Captain), Mr. M. R. Arulanandam (Master-in-charge)
Rev. Fr. P. Jesunesan O. M. I., Rev. Fr. Rector, Rev. Fr. V. Pilendran,

A. E. Antonypillai (V. Captain).
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3rd Xl Soccer - Team

Standing ( L to R ) 20d Row
S. Abraham, S.C. Thevananth, P.P. Tonicut, S.K. Florantine, M. Ariyarajah,

S. K. Nevil, N. D. Anandaraja’.

Standing ( L to R ) 15t Row
K. Prabhaharan, M. X, Selvarajah, A.D.A. Fernando, S.J.Jeyaseelan.

P. Phylon, T.D,Premanayagam, L.I. S. Gunaratnom.
Seated (LtoR)

S. W. Kingsley (Captain), Mr. M. Mariasoosai (Master-in-Charge)
Rev. Fr. P. Jesunesan O. M. I., Rzv. Fr. Rector, Kev. Fr. V. Pilendran,

A.J. Ratnakumar (Vice-Captain)
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First Eleven Cricket Team . 1981

s
.

Seated (L. R.)

V. Sathajanan, M. K. M. J. Chellappa, M. C. Seramaan (V. Capt.)

M. S. Alfred (Captain), E. R. T. Arulthevan, J. E, L,butius, C. Alexander.
Standing:

A. E. Antonypillai, A. M. Gunaratnam, T. Quintus, N. D. Narenthiran,

A. D.Ivory, S. Ravindran, S.L.P. Melanious, D.E. Gunaretnam,
J. B. Constantine, M. P. Andrew.

TABLE TENNIS TEAM.
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Cricket Under 15 — 1981

e
e

Seated ( L to R ) 20d Row
Rev. Fr. P. Jesunesan, A. J. Ratnakumar (V. Capt), S.W. Kingsley (Capt),

Mr. F. R. Anselmar (Master in Charge), Rev. Fr. Rector.

Standing ( L to R ) 15t Row
N. D. Apandarajab, G. Premraj, S. Fgbert, Z.S.B. Roy,
T. D. Premanayagam, J. F. K. Edirmanasingham. M. H. Hubert.

Top (LtoR)
A. Valentine, S. A. Gladstone,
M. K. Shanthakumar.

G. Mariyathas, T.T. Thalayasingam,
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TEAM

BADMINTON
CHESS TEAM
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APPRECIATION

Our sincere thanks are due to the following members of
the Staff for their able and ready assistance. '

Mr. J. A. J. Philips.

Mr. A. S. Augustine.

Mr. S. A. Santiapillai.
Mr. F. Anandarayar.

Mr. G. M. Sebastiampillai.

The man who puts his hand to the plough and never looks
back is Mr. A. 8. Augustine - Thank you, very specially
for all yowr support and help, towards the Magazine.

We thank all the advertisers and the generous
donors, whose timely and thoughtful help is much
appreciated.

“Bastian Press” . Grand Job - Cengratulations.

Thank you, _
Rev, Fr. P. Jesunesan o. m. ¢.

Ohe Editor.



]

LEARN COMPUTER PROGRAMMING

With practical programming on newly installed Computer
Also Course of Studies in

(

& Welding-Arc & Gas 4 Electrical Wiring
4 Latheman Machinist % Motor Mechanism
€ Surveying & Levelling 4 Quantity Survey

SPECIAL COURSE IN
SPOKEN ENGLISH WITH GRAMMER

Limited Vacancies in each Course of Study

For details apply to

&

REGISTRAR

PATRICIAN INSTITUTE

59, St. Patrick's Road,
JAFFNA. :




