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President of Sri Lanka

Message

[ am pleased to send greetings to the Opening Ceremony of the Pungudutivu
Kalaipperu Mantram & Vanar Aranku (Pungudutivu Cultural Centre & Vanar
Auditorium).

The Cultural Centre & Vanar Auditorium can play an important role in
promoting culture and arts. Cultural Centres are pivotal to the preservation of
national cultural heritage comprise of traditional arts and crafi, thus enriching the
lives through perpetuation of customs and traditions.

Dedication of the Pungudutiva Cultural Centre & the newly built
Auditorium to “Vanar Brothers,” - late K Ampalavanar and Late S Ampalavanar -
is commendable as they had been the pioneers in the socio-economic and Socio-
cultural development of Pungudutivu and other Islands of Jaffna peninsula during
the British Period.

I believe Pungudutivu Cultwral Centre & Vanar Auditorium will provide
much required aesthetic joys to the public and educate the children about our rich

heritage.

I commend everyone involved in this endeavor for their commitment.

Maithripala Sirisena

March 03, 2017
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Bomenanflan L&D QeHIDE ST
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka

MESSAGE FROM THE HON. PRIME MINISTER

| take preat pleasure in submitting a message of felicitations towards the opening of the
Pungudutivu Kalaipperu Mantram & Vanar Aranku - Pungudutivu Cultural Center & Vanar
Auditorium.

Having been named after the legacy of the Vanar Brothers of the area who contributed
iremendously towards social, welfare and education in the Pungudutivu Island. The
auditorium will indeed meet the many needs of the people of the area. The cultural centre
will certainly fill a much needed void for a place to connect concerning cultural and social
activities as well.

Among the famous islands of Jaffna, the Pungudutivu Island has been home ta many
homegrown sons and daughters who have fueled the region’s contribution towards social
and cultural welfare of the people. Undoubtedly, their commitment will also be evident at
this magnificent opening which will reflect the island's greatest cultural legacy to the world.

Let me take this opportunity to wish this unique event all the very best.

L

Ranil Wickremesinghe
Prime Minister

27" February 2017
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Leader of the Opposition - Parliament of Sri Lanka
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Felicitation Message of Honourable Governor, Northern
Province for the Souvenir to mark the Opening ceremony
of Pungudutivu ‘Kalaipperu Mantram’ and ‘Vaanar Aranku’

(Pungudutivu Cultural Centre and Vaanar Auditorium)

[ am very happy in sending this message of felicitation for the souvenir
to mark the ceremony of declaring open of Pungudutivu ‘Kalaipperu
Mantram’ and ‘Vaanar Aranku’ (Pungudutivu Cultural Centre and Vaanar

Auditorium) on 15 th April 2017. '

Pungudutivu is divided into 12 wards internally, each corresponding |
a major settlement of hard working population. The island was named §
as Middleburg by the Dutch colonial rulers during their occupation of
then Ceylon. There are a lot of Hindu temples in this region along with
some Christian Churches.The main route in Pungudutivu is Jaffna - Kurikattuvan Road.
Kurikattuvan is a small jetty to get boat service to reach Nainativu an island popular for the
Hindu and Buddhist worshipping.

People of Pungudutivu of whom many are Traders, Social workers, Professors, Principals,
Teachers, Writers, Poets, Thinkers, Lawyers, Doctors, Engineers and Administrators have
been living in Europe, America abd Australia and the other parts of SriLanka, mainly in
Jaffna Peninsula, Wanni and Colombo since the date of migration due to the break out of war.

But All of the families of the Island of Pungudutivu always seem to be very very homesick.
They strongly love their Island’s green virginity, prosperity and development.

I understand that the Cultural Centre and the Vaanar Auditorium are being declared open
to honour late Mr. K. Ampalavanar and late Mr. S. Ampalavanar (Cousin brothers who are
called as (“Vanar Brothers”), who had been living in the Island of Pungudutivu & had been
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the two great philanthropists of Pungudutivu of the Island sector of Jaffna Peninsula in 1890
during British colonial period.

It is excellent that Extensive work were done by the “Vanar Brothers” in the various fields of
religion, spiritualism, education, medical care, social work and infrastructure - development
in Pungudutivu and the social service & development activities done by them during that
time in the Island of Pungudutivu ignited the thoughts of the community and social leaders
who had been living in the Islands of Jaffna like Delft, Nainativu and Analaitivu to make
initiatives and efforts to proceed the development of the Island sector further more.

[ understand that “Vanar Brothers™ has maintained a good rapport and coordinatoin with and
among people, rulers, well wishers & benefactors. “Vanar Brothers” had been the pioneers
in the Socio - economic and Socio - cultural development of Pungudutivu and other Islands

of Jaffna peninsula during the British Period.
Iam glad to use this opportunity to congratulate the Pungudutivu Society for the decision of

dedicating the Auditorium for “Vanar Brothers”. Thank the organizers of this function for
all his hard/ work and devoted service for dedicating this Auditorium for “Vanar Brothers”.

May God Bless you with peace and prosperity for many more years.

On this happy occasion, I wish them continued success in the future.

Thanks,
Reginald Cooray,
Governor,
Northern Province.
®— . -
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Two Great Sons of Pungudutivu-Vanar Brothers

If not for two great sons of our village, our village would still be a
remote bush island whose people would still struggle to go about for
their ordinary needs like in the Amazon jungle. Joining the islands,
literally as well as figuratively, with the mainland is important for
modern civilized life. Modern civilization is the result many things,
one of which includes the connectivity and network of transportation.
| Connectivity is a mantra in the modern era. The islands off the coast of
the Jaffna peninsula would not have seen the modern developments
without a land bridge to the mainland. Network of roads, bridges, railways, boats, ships,
airplanes and jets and even modern communication such as the internet are a part of
modern civilization. Even the Jaffna peninsula would have been a distant island without
a railway from Colombo.

We must be grateful to those who envisioned a great future for us islanders of
Pungudutivu about & hundred years ago. Being a tiny island off the Jaffna peninsula we
had struggled for our basic needs. We had food and shelter but for other modern health
facilities and higher education we had to go to the city. At that time, our main problem
was transportation. We depended on small boats to ferry us across to the other island,
Velanai, from where we had to cross another sea to reach Jaffna city. Though the sea
surrounding our island was not so deep, but at times because of heavy winds the sea
could be dangerous and uncertain to carry us to the other shore. In addition, our shore
was swampy full of mud and slush especially during the rainy season, and in the nights
we could not travel. Thus we had to depend on the mercy of nature.

Vidvan S. Arumugam, one who had gone through such journeys to study in Jaffna and
India,described that scene vividly in one of his poems. Loosely translated he says: ‘We
would get on to the boat. It would move for a short while and then sit on top of the mud.
That was it, and it would not move. Men, women, children and even the old and sickly
had to raise their clothes and wade through the mud. What a pathetic scene, it was!’

Until 1952 this was the story of our island called Pungudutivu, and its people suffered
the fate of a typical island in all forms. However, enterprising and adventurous people of
Pungudutivu , undeterred by its lack of transport, they took the fate into their hands and
ventured all over Sri Lanka and far into other countries such as the Malaya peninsula and
beyond doing businesses.

Two such courageous sons were Kandappar Ambalavanar and Shanmugam
Ambalavanar. We later dearly called them Elder and Younger Vanar or the Vanar Brothers.
They received their higher education in Jaffna city and proceeded to Malaya like many of
their Punguditivu compatriots.
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Mr. Kandappar Ambalanar having gone through similar experiences in crossing the
island when he went to study at Jaffna was determined to change the lives of his people
by building a bridge/ causeway between the islands so that their lives could be easier
when it came to transportation.

When we talk about him we always remember him and his cousin brother by the
same name, for both of them had the similar ambition of building bridges to connect our
island with that of the Jaffna peninsula.

Mr. Kandappar Ambalavanar was born in Pungudutivu north in 1890, and his cousin
brother Shanmugam Ambalavanar in 1892. Both of them completed their primary
education at the American Mission Primary School at Madathuveli in Pungudutivu and
then went on to study at Kopay Christian College and Jaffna College in Jaffna.

The Malaya peninsula was at that time an attractive place for many people in Sri
Lanka particularly for Jaffna men, as it was then a British colony which needed educated
people to work in the British colonial railways, schools, and so on. Both cousin brothers
took advantage of that opportunity and went to Malaya. Younger Vanar was a successful
businessman in Malaya. Having seen all the modern developments in Malaya they too
wanted to have similar developments in their birthplace of Pungudutivu which lacked
many of the same basic facilities. Thus, first they began their lifelong ambition of building
a bridge between Velanai and Pungudutivu. It was not an easy task to undertake.The
country was under the British rule and the State Council was the legislative body,so
they had to get the support of the State Council that was responsible for any such
development. The State Council would not easily agree to such ventures unless there
was some kind of economic benefit or administrative convenience. We must remind
ourselves even the Jaffna- Colombo railway was not a priority for them at that time
until the beginning of the 20th century like that of Colombo- Kandy or Colombo- Hatton
railways which brought economic benefit by transporting tea, rubber and other goods.

Thus to convince the State Council we had a few sympathetic Sinhalese Councillors.
Still it took several years to be successful. In order to persuade them first they organized
Pungundutivu -Malaya United Society and gathered support from all the people both in
Malaya and Pungudutivu, mobilized the support of members of the State Council, and
sent them hundreds of telegrams and took delegations to convince them of an urgent
need for a road bridge. Even with all these efforts, it was not an easy task because there
were some other places such as Sangupiddy —Poonakari etc that needed a causeway
and at that time that were of economic and administrative benefit rather than a
remote island such as Pungudutivu which had nothing to contribute economically or
administratively other than benefitting itself. However, with the help of Council members
such as A.E.Gunasinha, and Minister for Local Administration, Charles Batuwantudewa,
the project got passed in 1935 and its work began immediately. It would be 3.4 km long
bridge. People of Pungudutivu and Velanai helped in various ways to build it. It is believed
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even the stones were dug out by its people and carried in bullock carts. It took 17 years
to complete the bridge.However, as fate would have it, the architect that dreamt of that
project did not live to see its completion. In 1948, elder Vanar became ill and passed
away in Colombo, a life that had worked tirelessly for 30 years stopped breathing.

However, his brother Mr. Shanmugam Ambalavanar continued his lifelong dream,
and did much more. He became the village chairman of Pungudutivu and continued
his services for more than 25 years. In 1953, the bridge was successfully completed and
formally declared open. The then M.P. for Kayts , Mr. Alfred Thambiaiyah who had helped
expedite the project and several other eminent people were present at the opening
ceremony.

In 1946 came a Government Junior School, later called Maha Vidyalayam, and a
government hospital, and the post office was also upgraded and telephone services
began. In addition, motorized roads and anicuts were built, agricultural projects
developed and thrived, and many more developments took place.

The bridge has brought so many modern transport and conveniences directly to the
island of Pungudutivu. Buses and cars began to ply, people could move more easilytoand
fro, goods became more easily accessible, businesses began to thrive, temples festivities
were celebrated in a more grand scale bringing female dancers and nahaswarams from
Jaffna, Silappathikara Festival was majestically celebrated for days on end, temples with
sky-high kopurams were built and so were new stone-houses, students travelled to
Jaffna and elsewhere to study, electricity arrived, and even good drinking water that was
SO scarce was distributed from Chatty, Velanai and the thirst for water was quenched to
a certain extent. Thus a new era of prosperity began for the people of Pungudutivu. Even
adjacent islands such Nainativu, Neduntivu and Analaitivu to an extent benefited from
this bridge. When the ferry at Pannai was completed in 1960 it took only half an hour to
reach our island.

All this was achieved because of two of our great sons who had the vision of
modernizing our village of Pungudutivu to a new height. If not for them we would still
be in the medieval age. Now, because of them our people with their enterprising skills
prosper all over the world from east to west. S0, our present task is to build bridges of
different nature so that people all over the world would live amicably and in peace.

Shouldn’t we remember and honour our great sons by building some monument for
them in the land they were born? We are not that ungrateful, are we? Let us build a
Memorial Hall in their names so that we and the future generations would remember

and continue to celebrate their names. Together, we can do this and much more. Let’s
get together!

N.K.Mahalingam
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