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- RAMAYAN

The prosperous city
of Ayodyha stood on the
banks of the river Saruyu.

It was the capital of
the Kingdom of Koushal.

King Dasaratha was
the emperor. He was a brave
and just ruler. He had three
queens names Kousalya,
Kaikeyi and Sumitra. The
king and the queens were un-
el ai>
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happy because they had no
son.

King Dasaratha con-
sulted his family preceptor

sage Vasishta and asked for
his advice. Vasishta advised
him to perform a Yagna.

King Dasaratha in-
vited sage Rishya Sringa to
perform the Yagna. The sage

m Foundation.
naham.org



came and performed the great
Yagna. From the Yagna fire
rosc a deity with a golden pot
in his hands. The golden pot
contained payas, a prepara-
tion of sweet

milk and rice. He said,”Oh
King! Give his drink to your
queens and your wish will be
fulfilled.”

The king gave parts of
the preparation to Kausalya
and Kaikeyi and Sumitra. And
then a quanity of it remained
in the pot. The king gave it to
Sumitra. The queens drank
the payas. They became preg-
nant.

In due course of time,
the queens gave birth to four
sons. Kausalya and Kaikeyi
gave birth to one son each;
while Sumitra gave birth to
two sons. There was great
rejoicing in the city of
Ayodhya.

Kausalya’s son was
named Rama; Kaikeyi’s son
was named Bhararta and
Sumitra’s sons were named
Lakshmana and Satrugana.
All the four babies were

e L

healthy and handsome.

Rama and Laksh-
mana were a friendly pair.
Bharata and Satrugna were
fond of each other. The time
came when the children had
to start learning.

Sage Vasishta took
the responsiblity of educating
the boys. He taught them the
Vedas, the Upanishads, the
Shastras and all the arts.

Then he taught them

all the manly sports. They
learnt horse-riding, elephant-
riding, chariol-driving,
swordmanship, wrestling and
the use of all kinds of weap-
ons. They learnt archery and
became expert archers. They
were taught the art of warfare,
statecraft and diplomacy.
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They learnt what all a prince
should learn. Sage Vasishta
was much pleased.

The princes returned
home after completing their
education. Dasaratha and the
three Queens welcomed

the boys.

Dasratha was happy
in the company of his sons.
Now it so happened that the
great sage Viswamitra visited
the court of King Dasaratha.
The King welcomed the sage
with great respect. The pow-
erful sage Viswamitra was

=
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feared by all because he had
acquired great spiritual
powers through his pen-
ance. He had a short tem-
per.

Viswamitra said,”l
have started a Yagna in my
Ashram in the forest.
Rakshasas create trouble
and hinder the progress of
the Yagna. I want to send
your sons Rama and
akshmana to protect the
Yagna.”

Dasaratha became
nervous. He did not like to
send his tender boys (O

woo1ln e




fight the Rakshasas. He said,
“How can these two boys
fight the powerful
Rakshasas? I shall myself
come and give protection.™”
Viswamitra became angry.
The King was alarmed at the
sage’s wrath.
Viswamitra said,” Dasaratha,
I know the prowess of
Rama. You are thinking that
he is only a boy.” Vasishta
pacified Viswamitra. He said
to Dasaratha,”Let Rama and
Lakshmana accompany the
sage. Good wiil come out of
it. They will be gaining some-
thing there. Viswamitra will
take great care of your sons.
No harm will come to them.”

Reluctantly Dasaratha
agreed to send his sons. The
King and his Queen Kousalya
gave the boys a farewell with
a heavy heart. Rama and
Lakshmana walked behind
the sage Viswamitra. Rama
and Lakshmana walked on
and on. They came to a dense
forest. It was a charming

place with  beautiful
streams,creepers, flowers and
fruits. They saw deer,

rabbits,peacocks and many

toa18ln de

kinds of animals and birds.
The sage told many stories to
the boys to make their walk-
ing easy and interesting.
Sweet scented breeze made
the atmosphere very pleasant.

Viswamitra said,™
Dear prince, a Rakshasi by
name of Thataka lives in this
forest.

She comes in differ-
ent forms and kills the people
living in and around this for-
est. Her sons Subahu and
Maricha are also wicked.
They come along with other
Rakshasas, harass us and dis-
turb our Yagna.” Just as he
was saying this, there came a
sound like thunder.

Wild beasts ran about
in greal fear, and the trees
swayed this way and that way
in a violent whirl-wind.

A huge Rakshasi appeared
like a cloud in the sky. She
was terrible to look at. She
roared aloud on seeing

Viswamitra, Rama and
Lakshmana. She was
Thataka.

Rama and Laksh
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mana said,
“*Venerable sage, if you give
us your order, we will pun-

ish her.” Thataka hurled big
rocks at them. Viswamitra
said, ~*Shoot your arrows and
kill her.”

Rama and Laksh
mana bent their bows and
aimed their arrows at her. The
arrows went straight and
pierced through her body.
Thataka groaned with pain
and fell down like an up-
rooted tree.

She was dead.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

Viswamitra, Rama
and Lakshmana continued

their walk. They came (o
Viswamitra’s hermitage.

Viswamitra's dis-
ciples welcomed them.
Viswamitra sat on a raised
platform by the side of the
sacrificial alter and began his
Yagna.

Loud laughther and
abusive words came from
somewhere in the sky. When
they looked up they saw a

el $ie
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number of Rakshasas gath-
ered together in the sky.
Among them were Sabahu
and Maricha. They started
throwing stones, flesh and
flith and poured blood in the
sacred sacfrical fire.

Rama and Laksh-
mana sprang to action. They
aimed their arrows at the
wicked Rakshasas. Someof
the Rakshasas were hurt but
they continued their wicked
deeds.

Rama aimed his ar-
row at Sabahu. It struck him
and he fell down dead.

Rama realesed an-
other arrow from his bow. It
blew Maricha like a hurricane
and cast him off into the sea.
More arrows were shot and
the evil Rakshasas were pun-
ished. They all ran away and
vanished.

Now the Yagna was
performed without any ob-
struction. The Yagna rites
were completed. Viswamitra
and the other rishis were full
of joy and they complimented

e ln dio

the princes on their valour and
skill in archery. Rama and
Lakshmana said Viswamitra,
“Sire, our work in this Yagna
is now over. What are we to
do now?”

Viswamitra said,
“Dear children, you have
done well, I know some as-
pects of archery. I want to
teach you all of them.”

Viswamitra initiated
the boys into more specialised
aspects and secrets of archery.
Rama and Lakshmana be-
came more powerful archers
having gained more
specialised knowledge.

Viswamitra said, “At
some distance from here is the
kingdom of Mithila. King
Janaka is the ruler of the city
of Mithila and the Kingdom.
He is performing a big Yagna.
We shall go to Mithila to at-
tend the Yagna. King Janaka
has a huge bow. You must see
the wonderful bow. Emperors
and kings, sages and saints are
going to gather Mithila. I shall
take you to Mithila now.”
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Viswamitra, Rama
and Lakshmana started for
Mithila. They passed through
lovely places enjoying the
charming scenery. They
walked on crossing moun-
tains and streams and seeing
numerous wild animals and
birds.

Their sojourn was enchant-
ing. They had come a long
way from Ayodhya.

= To be continued
eeoift MEext issue.
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