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NOTES ON JAFFNA
Chronological, Historical, Biographical, etc.

by
John H. Martyn
1923

JOURNALISM IN THE NORTH

The first attempt at Journalism in the North was made in 1841 when
the Morning Star. ...appeared as a bi-mowthly Anglo-Tamil journal....
In 1853 was started the Literary Mirror by....C."W. Kathiravetpillai....It
was in 1862 that....Nicholas Gould started a newspaper known as the
Jaffna Freeman....The Ceylon Patriot was started on 6th February 1863
by....C. W. Kathiravetpillai. . . . The Jaffna News was a paper edited by.. ..
Hughes for less than a year till 1871 when it collapsed.

Among Magazines mention may be made of the Jafina College Miscellany
started in 1872. The Victoria College Magazine is a quarterly started in 1898.

In 1900 was started THE CENTRAL, the Magazine of the Jaffna Centra}
College. .

St. Jehn’s College Magazine was started in 1904 under the auspices of
the Old Boys Assoeiation of the College. St. Patrick’s Amnual is the organ
of the Old Boys.Association of St. Patrick’s College started in 1905....

The Ceylon Review was edited by Issac Tambiah from 1901. The
Christian-Review is a quarterly started by Tambyah in 1904....The Catholic
Guardian was started in the year 1876 by Christopher Bonjean O.M.IL.....
The Hindu Organ was started in 1889 by T. P. Chellappahpillai, then retired
Chief Justice of Travancore. . .. P. 216

EDITORIAL BOARD

Mr. N. Rasaratnam — Tamil Mr. K. Manickavasagar—Secretary
Librarian

Mr. A. M. David — English Mr. K. Ragunathan  —Officer
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BPECISH BIHEaIE
Oricket @em‘emarq in gmﬂﬂna
1281 — 1901

Ohe Oollege Sposts: “if_c?:‘;f of all, buf
nol feasf imporfanl ‘in fle fisfory of
(Gentral, was fhe organisafion of ife
sporfs  acfivifies of fhe Gollege. @ﬁe
usual games of fhe sfudenfs during ffe
carfier years were dlondi war, Hili-
thaddu and Fadi QPddam. Jn 1881, rfe
tev. Tlr. Webster, who was Frincipal af
the time, infroduced - (orickef for ffe first

time info gﬂa}rfm": p. 56
* * *
Chronology of events: 1879. Mr. F. M. Webster, B. A. —appointed Principal. Cricket
introduced into dJdaffna. Appendix p. xiii
e * *

Source of information: Jaffna Ceniral College: Centenary Memorial Edition
1834 — 1934. : 1936

* * *
THE FIRST CRICKET CLUB in Ceylon was established in Colombo on 8th
September 1832,

Notes on Jaffna. p. 76
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I am elated that | have been asked to give a message in connection with
the publication of the Cricket Centenary Special of your college annual ‘The
Central’,

The publication of this Special—Cricket Centenary in Jaffna—is a land-
mark in the history of sports in Jaffna. We do have reached a significant
mile-post in sports. It was in 1881 Reverend Mr. Webster, who was Principal
of Jaffna Central College at that time, introduced Cricket, the King of games,
for the first time in dJafina.

This game has now florished to such an extent that not only the rich, but
also the rural folk have taken an affection for the game of cricket. Many a
Cricket encounter between colleges in Sri Lanka has become an annual event,
and this has caught the imagination and fancy of the young and old. In short,
cricket has become a world game today.

While wishing the Cricket Centenary Souvenir a successful commem-
oration, | do hope that under the guidance of the present Principal, the
Staff, the Coach and, Prefect of Games, the sport of cricket will flaurish further
and played in the frue sense in which it ought to be played, regardless of the
consequences, win or lose. Cra o

R. Visuvanathan
Jaffna Municipal Council
Town Hall
Jaffna. 1. 12. 1981.

'gaﬁﬁna ?6oum i ks 79105.

Jaffna is the queen city of the North, the ‘“Northern Capital” of Ceylon, where dwell g
splendid people, cultured, wealthy and industrious. Jaffna is a well-kept and a clean city,
and in its centre are to be found many relics of the old Dutch architecture.

—~——— Amicus, special edition, April 17, 1914
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The pages of history bear witness to the fact that Jafina Central College
has been the pioneer institution igﬂ@_.r%mmmﬁ.ons in the Jafina Peninsula.
The Wesleyan Mission English School which was re-named Jafina Centrel
School in 1834, was started in 1817 and was the pioneer educational institution
in the North. Rev. Peter Percival gave importance to the study of Tamil langu-
age and encouraged attempts to foster national culfure and focal aspirations.
This was a strange break away and a novel attitude for the WNissionaries of
that time.

Commercial and Technical Education which are now included in the
Educational Reforms were boldly and successfully introduced into the schoal
curriculum at Jafina Central in the early part of this century. Rev. Percy T.
Cash promoted the Geophysical studies and cultivated a keen interest in that
direction. It was definitely a pioneer attempt in scientific education.

In the religious field too, Jaffna Central produced a scholar well known
for the revival of Hinduism, who at the same time, helped the Missionaries in
translating the Holy Bible into Tamil. Jafina Central has been the first to
produce a Tamilian Doctorate in Christian Theology who won woild fame
and recognition. :

__N. tthirveerasingham, a product of Central, is an Olvmpic
Athlete.

In Sports, Cricket is considered to be the King of all games, Jaffna
Central College was the first to introduce cricket into Jafina. According to
the available records, cricket was introduced into Jaffna by Rev. Frederick
Webster, the Principal of this college from 1879 to 1881. He himself played in
the team and the teams consisted of teachers and senior students. We are
glad that we are able to celebrate the Cricket Centenary this year—1981. The
College Magazine is being published as the Cricket Centenary Number io

commemorate the 100 years of active cricket played in our college. In this -

Centenary Year we were able to set up two records at our Big Match—the
Central—St. John's. 83rd cricket encounter. A total score of 30% runs for 5 and
an individual score of 125 runs by Mas. Paul Prahalathan. OQur First Eleven
of this year was selected as the Best Team of the North and awarded trophies
in Calombo.

We are glad that we achieved this unique honour during our Cricket
Genienary Year. Sl et




There may be difficulties in the years to follow as expenses. of this:already
expensive game are soari ih. Students prefer to go to tutories rather
than practice in the field. However, we hope that difficulties can be overcome
and the interest sustained, as Sril anka has reached the Test stage in crickef.
Cricket, though an English game has come to stay. It is one of the few relics
of the Western influence, which we take pride in possessing. = Foaaaail

It is our wish and prayer that the game of cricket should'bacome still more
popular in the years to come and enable us to witness betfer and finer Cricket
in the North.

31, 12. 1981 - M. S. Rathinasingham

ga,ﬂﬂua Contral = r@lm oldest @elfege in yw %or”a

The Jafina Central College was originally and popularly known as the “Vembady Wes-
leyan Sckool”, on account of a number of big Margosa trees that stood in front. The
early beginnings of the College might be traced to the small English School founded by Rev,
James Lynchin 1817 on the present site. Rev. R. Carver took charge of the School in
1820 and continued till 1825 when Rev. Joseph Roberts, a scholar and author, succeeded
Rev. Carver and was head of the School till 1834. Rev. Roberts is the predecessor of Rev,
Peter Percival.

The “Vembady Wesleyan School” came into being six years before the Batticotta Semi-
nary was started in 1823, the forerunner of Jaffna College; nineteen years before the Col-
ombo Academy, now the Royal College, established by Sir Robert Wilmot Horton in 1836;
twenty four years before the Chundikuly Seminary, now St. John’s College, started by the
Rev. John Talbot Johnstone of the Church Missionary Society, thirty two years before St.
Thomas® Collegiate Institution, now St. Thomas® College, founded by Dr. Chapman, in
1849; and thirty five years before the Jaffna Catholie School, now St. Patrick’s College,
opened by Dr. Bettachini in 1850. i

Based on*Notes on Jaffna” and “Th; Central” wsuesr i

i
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PERCY T. CASH, M. A,; B. Sc, (Lond.)
Principal 1922—1938

And Jaffna’s Central School appeared,
One hundred strenuous years ago,

Now cluster round it names revered

By all who these traditions know.

The statesman-scholar-Percival;
Walton and Kilner, mighty twain,
Saint, teacher, scholar—D. P. Niles
Fervent of heart, and skilled of brain.

Chanmukam, Spencer,Wilkes and Cooke,
Contributed their noble best;

‘Through bat, through ball,

Through test-tube book,

East glimpsed the glamours of the West

Extracts from “The Ceﬁtenary“
The Central 1935 p.2 -3

6’”‘89 gfﬂs 0# @r&@enfenmm; @Qﬂ!l‘ﬂl

The book Central Centenary Memorial Edition 1936, is divided into. three parts. The"
first part deals with the arrival of the Pioneer Missionaries and the founding of schools.
The period dealt with in this section is from 1814 to 1833 during which time Central was a
mixed English School catering to the needs of the children of the Jafina Town. The second
part begins with the re-organisation of the schoo] by Rev. Peter Percival under the new
name of Jaffna Central School, and covers the period between 1834 to 1869.. The third
f;t; deals with University affiliation and the development of Collegiate Education as Taf as

K. Navdratnam, Editor, Centenary Edition. p.iv
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Schools in Ceylon in 1881 Government schools

Grant-in-aid schools by Provinces

Western Province 304

Southern Province 71

Northern Province 287

Eastern Province 87

Northern Province Schools  Pupils
English schools 19 1986
Anglo vernacular schools 23 1527
Vernacular schools 245 17,375

Managing agencies of the above schools
American C.MLS

English schools 5 3
Anglo vernacular schools 14 1
Groupl TOWN OF JAFFNA
English schools Management
Jaffna Central Wesleyan
Jaffna Convent (girls) R . Catholic
Jaffna Pettah Private
Anglo vernacular schools
Jaffna Boarding (girls) Wesleyan
Jaffna Vembady Training Wesleyan
Vernacular schools
jaffna Convent (girls) R. Catholic
Kariyur R. Catholic
Kariyur (girls) R. Catholic
Pettah Wesleyan
Pettah (girls) Wesleyan
.St. Charles R. Catholic
St. James R. Catholic
St. Mary’s R. Catholic
Group II CHUNDIKULI
English schools - .
Chundikuli Boys C.M.S

" R. Catholic

'St. Patrick’s College:

Grant-in-aid-schools

Central Province
North Western Province
WNorth Central Province

1881,

398
839

~fE

Catholic Wesleyan Private

3 4 4
2 4 2
Boys Girls Standards
197 I-VI
7 46 I1-VI
121 I-VI
22 I - VIII
: 125 . L= %
Y eIV
11 190  I-V -
19 190 I =1
51 I-1V
93 1-1V
123 Tee IV
132 I-1V
296 1-VI
229 "I =VI



Group ifI VANNARPONNAI{

English school Boys Girls
Vannarponnai Boys Wesleyan 109 I.V
Anglo vernacular school | :

Colombuthurai Private 108 I-111
Vernacular schools

Anaipanthi (girls) Wesleyan 48 I-Vv
Chernia street Wesleyan 66 I-111
Chernia street (girls) Wesleyan 52 1-1v
Cheity strect (girls) Wesleyan 39 I-1V
Kaddadai (mixed) Wesleyan 78 24 I-1II
Perivapulam Wesleyan 41 I-1V
Periyapulam (girls) Wesleyan 27 -1V
Uyarapulam Wesleyan 56 I-1III
Vannarponnai west (mixed) Wesleyan 65 35 I-1Vv
Velanteru (mixed) Wesleyan 51 21 I-1V
Vannarpaennai Saiviie Private 127 12 I1-VI
Navantorre St. Nicholas R. Catholic 57 15 I+1V
Group XV BATTICOTTA

¥nolish school

Batticotta High American 219 I- VI

Ceyvlon, Administrative Rzports 1881

Jolfna in 1830

There were then no road, properly so-called, beyond the Pettah, Even the Main Street
from the fort terminated near the 3rd Cross Sircet, beyond which it was a mere sandy track.

In the villages, the ‘parish roads’ of the Puich were the sole means of communieation ;
while there were no traces of the present trunk lines to Chavakachcher; and Point Pedro,
Valvettityrai and Kangesanturai, Mathakal and Punnalai. The salt lagoon running through
the Peninsula, from Ariyalai to Thondamannar, was not bridgad either at Puthankuli or
Vallai, and the rainy season terminated all intercourse and trade between the parishes of
Jafina and those of Vadamaradchi on the North and Tenmaradchi on the East.

Pachchilapally, now the coconut garden of the North, was comparatively little known,
except as'the domain of the elephant and the black bear. Elephants roamed about Kaithadi
and paid surprise visits io the Town: Chectahs commitied sad havoc on cattle, and jackols
in plentiful packs held their midnight concerts in close proximity to the town. The ageof
gang robberies, of ear-cutting, torch-light robberies and highway robberies, had not then
passed, and the names of noted burglars,. . . . continued still to-exercise a ferrific spell over
peaceful house-holds. Travelling was beset with sure and certain danger.

Lifelof Nicholas Puvirgjasinghe Mudaliyar.
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Victor S. Kiruparaj
— A CENTRALITE —

Jafina Central has completed her Hundredth Year

Playing Cricket; a proud Achivement we hold so dear,

No other school has the willow wielded so long

To build up Teams, to draw crowds, their playfields throng.

The King Of Games, in 1881, was introduced

By sporting Padre, Frederick Webster, who produced
Jafina’s first Cricketers---all set for the call;

The Pioneers---in tucked-up Verties, pads and all.

The Bigger Schools in the North soon took to the game
As a duck takes to water---their glory and fame

Far and wide---all o’er the Peninsula did spread;

E’en Colombo’s Gay Cavaliers oft did the North dread.

The English have left behind their spori, King Cricket ;

In days bygone---it was the Passport and Ticket

For Tep Position in Sector---Mercantile or State;

E’en today, its the former, the Accomplished Sportsman’s Bait.

The game of the Whispering Willow has come to stay; .
On highways and byeways, in fields, and groves do we play
Cricket; in the glorious traditions of this sport;

The Englishman’s Legacy---We’ve through the years sought.

(gnb‘.e#naﬂﬁnqg_;,.@Ficéeé "C_“geason = 1881

TIMES October 14, 1882

The English correspondent of an Indian paper writes: The Australians are not to be
out of the country for another month. They are to play two matches against Shaw’s Aust-
Talian Team. I fear it is past wishing for a return All England maich. The country clubs
are beginning to wind up their accounts for the year, Derbyshire, Kent, Lancashire, Mid.
dlesex....and Yorkshire, are all over. The County Palatine, being far and away the

leader. Lancashire still, as T expected, remaining primier county for cricket,
-~ 2
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IN THE LEGISTLATIVE COUNCIL

The Hon. P. Ramanathan: I ask for information regarding the causeway at Elephant
Pass. From the papers I have been able to peruse on the subject, I find it was undertaken
in 1878 and the Director of Public Works says, in his Annual Reports, that he expanded. .
a_total of nearly Rs. 100,000. Your Excellency, in your Address to this Council in 1880,
said: *“A vote for R. 38,500 will be asked for the Elephant Pass Bridge. This great work,
completing the road to Jatfna and joining the peninsula to the mainland, has been pushed
steadily forward, and will be finished next year”. I wish to know, sir, in what stage this
oreat work is. , . .

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary: I am glad to be able to tell the hon. member that
there is no doubt that the bridge at Elephant Pass will be completed before the end of the year-

Proceedings of the Legislative Council. 28-9-1881. p.24

ELEPHANT PASS BRIDGED

The great work of the year as regards the Province was the completion of the Elephant
Pass causeway and bridges on the Central road, which were commenced in 1877. All heavy
bridging required on that road has now been completed, and I bzlieve that with compar-
atively small expenditure the road might now bs matalled and made a really good road for
cart traffic.

W. C. Twynam, Government Agent, Northern Province.

BULLOCK CART SERVICE BETWEEN MATALE AND JAFFNA

This line, which worked fairly well, and was found a greal conventence during the fine
weather, broke down during the North East Monsoon, when the state of the roads and the
rain at night rendered it difficult for the drivers to keep to time. The contractors at Matale
and Jaffna will, as they gain experience, improve the service, and I am confident that in a
few years the rains will not prove so serious an impediment to the working of this important

Service, g PRI Lo
BOHSE vue 12
T. Skinner, Post Master Genera_]

EARTH QUAKE

1881 December 31. A severe shock of Earth quake felt throughout Ceylon.
Notes on Jaffna p.43
A sljght sh-ock of an Earth quake was felt on the morning of the 31st December at about
7.00 a.m. Having been in the carriage at the time going to the Fort, T did not feel it myself,

Administrative Reports 1881, p. 50 A .. W. C. Twynam
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The original Portuguese town—of Jaffna—as improved by the Dutch, was a
comparatively small square. crossed by roads at right angles, and bounded on
the North by Chapel Street, West by the Esplanade, South by the Beach
Road and East by the Third Cross Street.

To the North of this square, lay the tank callead Tarakulam and fields;
to the North-East Manjetkaraichan kulam and Tevarikulam with the adjoining
fields, to the South Vannankulam and to the South East, the Village of
Karayoor proper.

The house to the North and South of this square, belong to the latter
Dutch and early English periods. i

Biographical Sketch of Don Nicholas Tissuveerasinghe Mudaliyar

NATURE BUT
GOES WE
ON

Percy T. Cash M. A,, B. Sc. (London)

The same South-West wind washed through the trees in those former
days, the same burning sunshine illuminated the land, the same dust blew in
great clouds across the esplanade, our predecessors were familier with similar
sights and sounds of nature, the earlier generations of squirrels shouted at
one another, crows of the last century waxed impudent as now, barbets called
in Vembu trees then, and from tima to time the cries of lively boys and girls
whose grand-children even are passed on, echoed across open spaces where
only Tamil games were played. Nature goes on, but we... ..?

Central Centenary p. vii
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CENTRAL SPORTS PAVILION
PHASE ONE
CRICKET CENTENARY

PROPOSED PHASE TWO: SOCCER CENTENARY



Cricket at Jaffna Central

MARCUS S. J. TAMBIAH

Member — Executive Committee — J C C Old Boys Association '
Colombo Branch

Centenary

Central ought to teke pride of place

in the history of Jaffna, Tor its Principal,
the Rev. Mr. Webster introduced Cricket
into Jaffnz in 1881. Cricket was then and
now cousidered the ‘King of Games' for
its display of sportsmenship, comrzdeship
and Cricket prowess amongst two Elevens
locked in beitle for supremecy. The great-
ness in the game of Cricket meinly lies
in the spirit of hezlthy rivelry between two
teams cngoged in o feverish tussle fought
for a couple of doys or even more. Thus,
in sending out thzse Cricket Centenery
remembrances, we Centrzlites, both pre-
sent and past should remember the purpose
tnd ideals of the Founders of this great
game,

Beginnings

In the twelfth century or so 2 few
gentlemen ot lerge of Englend played
Cricket on the villoge greon with 2 bat
end a bzll and 2 few wooden sticks. The
neme originated from the environment in
which this strange geme w:s played by
the gentlemen of the leisurely and affluent
society of England. That is why Cricket
was called the ‘Game of the Gentlemen’
cnd Football, the ‘Game of Miners’. With
the passage of time this ‘King of Games’
, beceme populer and geined importance
in the field of sports. It started 25 2 holiday
sport during  week-ends and holidays
. 2mongst the upper strata of English society
end thercefier hes developed into en urban
e County. ¢ notionzl end zn internetionsl
Sport.

In the woke of competitions. Cricket
Co_dcs end Laws were enzeted to conduct
Cricket at all levels uynder the aegies of
the Marylebone Cricket Club in London,

the head-quarters of Cricket. The laws and
régulations of Cricket are subject to changes
with the times. One should gzuge the
importance and growth of Cricket by the
yerdstick of its geining world-wide fame
and importence. First England, ‘The
Crzdle of Cricket’ and then Austrzliz, not
2 second to England, followed by South
Africa, West Indies, New Zezland, India,
Pekistan and now Sri Lanks were and
are still engaged in First Class Cricket and
Test Matches lasting four to five days.

Cricket Greats

In the process ‘Cricket Greats’® were
born in the person of Bradmen, Ponsford,
Meacabe, Lindwall and O’Reilly of Australia
Hobbs,  Dr. Grage, Hommond, Verity,
Truemen and Larwood of Englend, Pol-
locks, Proctor and Richards of South
Africa, Weekes,  Walcott, Worrel znd
Remadin of the West Indies, Renjit Singh,
Duleep Singh, Amernath 2nd Merchant
of India. These are some cmongst the
meny ‘Cricket Great® of the world 2nd
have etched their nomes in gold in the
niche of Cricket to be remembered ot 21l
times.

Jaffna Central

At Central, the Alexanders L. R, R.R.
and A. E, the Nalliahs, the Tambizhs,
I Resezneyegam, B. R. M. Chccnivesegam
‘baby’ Arunachelam, Doncld Geneshe-
kumar and R. Noguleswersn snd many
others mede their hell-merks in Cricket.
The Centurians such zs Patrick Arumens.
yagem, Thurairatnem, Rodrigo, A. Reme-
lingam, R. K. V. Premachendra, Seeva-
ratnem, T. Mghendran, A. Patkunerzjah,
K. Thomsas and also  the prolific
scorers and stylish batsmen in the person
of Lewry P. Rajasoorizr, . Navaratnam,
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B. S. N. Selvadurai, John Satgunam
the Nallizh brothers R. R.S.and W. R.
S.., the Tambiahs, the Jacob brothers
Dandy Dharmarzjeh, Bunny Vantwest
R. Alagaratnam and J. Kanaganayagam
amongst a few others, followed by greal
bowlers like L. R. Alexander, D. G. Singa-
nayagam, V. S. Ratnam, S. Roelsfsy,
J. Nicholas, 1. Rasanayagam, P. Cooke
Selvaratnam, Victor Paul, Crossette Selva-
nayagem, J. S. Rzjasingam, P. P. Thanga-
rajah, Ephraims. R. S. Jacobs, E. R. S.
Jacobs, R. K. V. Premachandran, N.
Pararajasingham, V. Mehzlingam, K. M.
Shanthikumzr, and R. Naguleswaran
cmongst many others, will go down in
the Cricket history of Central, as Cricket
Stalwerts of Central and some amongst
them as fine &ll-rounders.

Some Memorable Matches

The close and exciting finishes .in
some of the matches are still vivid in my
memory. The Central—St. John's Mazatch
in 1935 wes won by the splendid pace
bowling of K. Devanayagam who had
a maitch bag of 11 wickets for 40 runs and
the sparkling batting of skipper B. S. N,
Selvadurai and Percy Joseph. The Central—
Jaffna College Match in 1935 wherein
Central lost by four runs due to the fzilare
of recording 2 four in favour of the Central
batsman by the Jaffna College scorer.
The hero of this Match was Christie Kirg
pairatnam assisted by George Stephens,
the last man. A Match that cennot be
forgotten  was the Central—St. John's
Match played in 1935. The Nalliah brothers
R. R. S. and W. R S, came to the rescue,
of Central when the score was 6 wickets
down for 36 runs and both by their defiant
and courzgeous batting brought the score
to 106 runs and helped Centrzl to win the
match by 7 wickets, In 1936 Central de-
feated St. John’s by 9 wickets before the
milk interval 2t 10 2.m. on the second day
by the splendid left arm bowling of P.P.
Thangarajah. During my period, the
Central—St. Patrick’s Match p]ayéd in
1937 which we lost in vain by one wicket
and a run stood out green in my memory
The hero of the game was Christie .Tr:.b

whose superb batting performance ably
assisted by Paramanathan and me and the
spectacular catches by Jacobs himself in
the slips off R. R. S. Nalliah’s splendid
pace bowling turned the bezlances in our
favour in a ding dong battle but we lost
it by @ run due to a bad overthrow. The
Central—St. John’s Match in 1939 was
spectacular with an innings victory for
Central. The Tambieh brothers, Thurai-
ratnam, Keanaggerainem and Ephraims
Jacobs scoring hzlf centuries to their credit
and Central amassing @ ‘total of 298 runs.
The Centrel—Jlaffna Hindu meatch was
also a spectzcular one in 1939 when E.R.S.
Jacobs ren through the Hindu side by his
splendid spin bowling mixed with googlies
to help Central to defeczt Hindu by an
innings when the latter was adopting delay
ing tactics to draw the match.

The Central—S8t. Patrick’s Match in

1940 which ended in & draw due to o bad

decision by 2 Ceylon and Royal Cricketer,
who was then the Cozch of St.Patrick’s.®
The splendid bowling of my brother Morgan
Tambizh brought off a catch behind the
wicket which was taken but disallowed by
the umpire,an ex-captain of Royzl College
Cricket team. It was the ninth wicket
which could have enzbled Central to win
the match. The splendid opening bowling
of David Tambizh cnd Willieam Tambiah,
my brother, in 1940 caused a sensational
collepse of St. Patrick’s for 49 runs in the
first innings but unfortunately the match
ended in a draw. =

The spectacularand splendid victory of
Central over St. John’s in 1951 by 7 runs
in anybody’s game weas due to the splendid
bowling of V.Shanmugem,andto the intelli-
gent throw in by AinsleyVan Twest in run-
ning out the last Johnian botsman end to the
responsible batting of skipper, V. D. Jeya
Tetnasingham. The architects of the splendid
victory of Central in a close match over
St. John’s in 1953 were skipper M. Rajend-
ran and C. Canagesingem whose prowess
with bat and ball gained Central’s victory.
In 1954 in 2nybody’s game, Central defeated
§t. John's in a close finish by the splendid
Sowling of D. Tampoe, a left arm spinner.



In the anxiety of my opponents who
considered me a stylish bat and 2 prolific
scorer caused me losing my wicket when in
form or otherwise by wrong L.B.W.deci-
sions and a catch in the slips decision off
my arm. In the Central—Jaffna Hindu
Match in 1937, I was given out off a ball
bouncing off my upper arm caught in the
slips when I was in full cry.In the Central—
Jaffina College Match in 1938 I was given
out L.B. W off a full ball on the front foot
which is a blatant error under Laws of
Cricket governing L. B.W. decisions. I
was an off spinner but was not very success-
ful as 1 was in my batting that brought
half centuries to my credit.

A WNoble Game

An amateur game that started on a
noble strain has now descended to degrad-
ing levels with the advent of professionalism,
mob  participation with its ~ adjuncts,
hooliganism and thuggery. It is, therefore,
delightful to consider the achievements of
great cricketers during times of smooth
sailing, triumphs and sorrows that in-
spired admirers to greater heights of noble
and courageous living even in the midst of
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problems. Therefore the appeal goes out
to all Centralites to stand for the noble
deals of Cricket particularly during the
Big Match’, Central—St.John’s and to draw
inspiration and strength from the College
Song:

“Now’s the time for combined action;
Pass. the ball from man to man;
Never  selfish, play nor faction;
Proved worthwhile since sports began.

On the field of life when striving;
Keep your honour true and bright”.

For, the Great Scorer will come to ask
you not whether you have lost or won but
whether you have played the game. Let
the College Motto “In Gloriem Dei Optimi
Maximi”® be the guiding star of the Centr-
alites in life’s sports arena.

- A @ AW m—

*The Umpires Association was formed in 1962.
Prior to that Cricket Coaches or Teachers
of the Schools umpired the Matches.

Source of informetion: Jaffna Central
College Centenary Memorial Edition, and
issues of the College Magazine* The Central”

English Must Continue

F.H.V, GULASEGARAM, M. A.
Prof. of Mathematics, University of Ceylon

There is the knotty problem of a national language..... | am sure every
one of us welcomes any move to give an impetus to the languages of the

country and 1o review ocur ancient literature and culture.

While most of us

will agree that a great deal of unnecessary fuss has been made in Ceylon
of the English language; | am sure that none butthe foolish and unpractical
ultra-nationalist will fail to see the necessity to make at least one Western
Language compulsory in our schools, at some stage or other. English,
which is understoocd by more than half the civilized world must therefore
continue for many years to come as our medium of communication with the
outer world. English must continue to be the vehicle of thought, knowledge

and culture in and out of Ceylon.

Prize Day at Central : Chairman’s address

The Central : 1947 p. 4



& @&@&, M LI

a5 Lulmen LTgsm )

5. WG EHA
G @Muii— wrth &G FHa il

@fﬂwﬁ%r plmws CsL@S$STer eraptb,
afapth ereir gy e e ARG Braflwmmed H s
S efGmwT @ @EpTiiiged oM pFinTh,
@ OLT S WTPLILITERT &G 9T IDLIDT ),
Bromen® esrm s _hg il g. 1205
Smeshwii O LR ar S 55 G 46U
GLmserms el CurSenn NLlEs
Qb G BRMTETS BN ST [5HE
ogy- Afssrefumys Hilgs Bicad
Gl EpGa oL g G195 &r SR mart.

Qg aer?

Sfss . § SOOLEGD Lk gd@ELD
G dewmrer dbrwr @ ray w5y
A_mhradr. o weds swEHH GuTgrh
UTPEDEGGE Sibenins  Swmi Qb
vuln@r ursmnGu  ss
G ESNUEGSHTG).

S169T PS5

Spflgs Guriy gdtempl Lumiias
@URumep s o-hssT Sylwamryh s
g1& QeaGGpdr. HLdwd aps Hihwid
LDE &GN LS LT (56T
oGO ur@hsar. HCsT, @meud Qeusir
n&Gsm L. gyenlit g B gusEL. Qea s p
aurit

QTS & HIT

i so1 Q& iiaien s salefluymiser .
flsal’. sorgms SardPen peart, L5
GTTH S LTT&ERen Dewi, efdGa
o & eMQewBlen pori . sors B0 Lk s
GTOBG LTiSRe meni. omEw s ered
Wwéslfeops &l Lmié & 6 » e i,
Sarih GmwniLliy He S Swmi.
EiQureps CaehGur eu@Reh pewri,

B EUIT & GIT

B@ Qerir smdmser of DL u e
sard Cprafld QevGler parid . 61 & hsTa ?
yorr, glvwr  Curl® ef&%n wril e

QsrLdssmss Osfay GQ&uwsgmer
Geafarmert — Qg hay OF wg ol e

Qoapn  shed QL8005 SHopwd
el erd. p@aT @B S aysEL

Qe gy miussT @) msefled B H&er meri-
QCsT. aw i,
Qeoa, & gsgl. Qeadps. gomws
WITGT &N HL_L G, '

56T Sdvalew Wpeir

UGG STHEEE FHaHLD
swri Beaude  BHR s merit.

CasT, @weni esuld O T
B Gs7s BL_55 QFaDarneyt. whsefsr
AUTUTTSD 5L LUTGHESE.  GQUIQuUTep g
LB gyl & FTeTGT Lifs %
e aedwms SWTTLR S BB, L5
Sr&EG of riser SWTi S &vuTed 'r_f,‘i'gjﬁ}a&rlm
erit. EFHL sTlnamTeT srevCamenguyib
& DT LT & @ it FI®OILg oF 7 DB
LG idams aBiéss ST & SHWITF
u@ggy@@vﬁ'.

BBl Limrgsmsar.

&fl, oreGam@HLd oG L L1 5 §) DL
QeaCourib.  BSriiser sawn. are Sepus
1 Dib [F2ar6y &npmisar. Sy afgssi—
Qadw & ameir oG setwad 2 nmy Curs
GLo.  L1b s of F&merefler LSS SH5,
&S VNG HYESTLOHD LG ail_g
SIELILIg F T e &5 2. flenLowesar (), GGG,
GTLILIg.y GTLi@im p gy, Qe unGoucin G Qs
s oo GOnrguln Sriwon ol & 516 @& uify
LG & 51D & maws: C&m ain @ i ebr Fig g,
aigafier 8 nentn aaflha LIL B8 m 5. SIBL
v efper g6l B B /6T ar Uit & el
Blvwiisdr o hpy Coré@uri. Ubg
Gﬁnc?':ﬂ"ﬂﬁﬁ&ia’r B @ Lyhp Qs merer @QPuHFNS
LITT. LIG& Qu(Rid S awsGsh o s



AETwT@airT. UE®SS F55HS (LMD
e arwr. Yewaltb genflay Gevasr
@w. dengaurs py-Qa@sEh meseT Koy
Caeir@d. SG&GES @paopldDH STEEGD
g hpd Ceusr@b. @S YLt BETIT
Safl s Hpemw UmL_GsauTaaTsGu I
e, gQarafle) QTibLdG STHGSMD Causih
Boopi s sTé&swTsCa @)miGb. &ML
afgiaer Soowouls) THDS STLHASET
Qnis CuTHeud yaniser Gsmae e m
STET. IYSTAS SESarTer ElUIsH Deray
SD@LTs 0 s SHFET IYailshG PLL G
&&rd Ceiliug. &Sphbs Y L SSHTTst
Spaw  GoOpEsuG G BHHEpw DUlD
STSH B YL FHagrer yewudsir
PL L GIQWenliGamns Qanibutb.  SUdH
YL L SETTTSETTE) 9 awil & & m-@—;-ai]g
Berenowjth  Hew L wir F. @i ermey
Awp s L SHTFisdr @pisayb F@ih.

SOy efger @GersBle aHiGCHTS
@b GuTTmLL msdar [l & HIL1 LT &s56i,
Sjeuar Hlwuiley o disdr B BlmES
UT@ESEET. UbF 0f FFTOTRlr &masdems
aBiICHETE GG LUT G Juar 2T
UTEens 2misarTes LflsHRamerer wpiguy
Quar HySCmeir.  SEUUTLL & 55T
Cuirg) el ‘o m’ Y55 2B 5SS FemGL
QUL GaSud @pESTd. @l dms
TREGUOLTSID YhwG L b @ps
@UuCuT G geuenr’ Gurrmit i Bi_fs
QaranGL. @@BEGh. sargs sampCuGu
Lt g Qupds Crll@ir. B &wwib
ST GIGTHILTG) a6 YLt S @oshs
Crh@w. Fov Fhs iLiumsefc R Q&

Wb Sau(R QLD UG YL IApES@TLD.

BsRGvens FHA 6Tewar GxALs LI (kis6,
afiarew aTpdd et FH5EHmE
G Camavelsafisr wira BB Eamaser.
QUL lplieon g6t ghmé Qsmerenh
LG LILGGULD @Ym&R n8%, 92Ca mmdarw
arpeliet FEILS s dr W T & T
s Hmp s waifl HE@s@h. BOauilar
SUGD Y11 s algaflda B
Bearg g unGghsdr., Qedulrs  soms

15
HT&GS5 ol _dor Qumiiauiler e 5%
oG EG UTGESGT. Bassr QsTHodd
Gar, Guppaliser. erew, omisefln S
BRUDTS &I & &9 th  @pHuBadiser.
Q@R QU oiTar Fli_Sms WIS,
By abmis S lwafl® Gaafl 3wy
GlpsT. 2.616TF SHMOMWEF SSIOTHS Jeu
@ WpuyRog. 2.6aersgmn QuTas e
Dew Se0 G SL-5F PUBDH, FL G005
w55 Wuhng. PSS YL SHD
B menowrs g Caien @ oioslt p B _Fws D
UGy THUBRSHBDG. E)ealsern sTer
QTG 0% (55 5FTaUILITET LIGHTL{SHGT.

DS S 5TE, UhHF MEFTaTST 2.
ardssms o.ny CpréEGaThd. Ubs
efsFmaieillon CrT&sh &6 UpmE Q&5
ApsEd S@LOuy oFfTlyr Y1 0insss
Qo sTulmaGi. GSHG Sjeus THS

G puHAser g miduer.  SI@LLY.
STl UmsmSud, LT SenSuLh
adig wubs ofsCGauau@b. uLis &

FreTer UGS SDIGH @aQars
Badaruyid O pesRen L a@sarm LSSUGD.
TV ECarl L5 STl YYSGLD el
Qoury 2ji9.uyib Lif; 5 of FFmenaifler G5EHF6
g GguraCa  GopéG. TS
g ss Cauammigu LUbMSS Gt JjewleniLid
Gaii soncr rad@wlurg ubs oF
Frarer LEBLTH QUIgRDLIT(R.  SjeUGHT 2.
o ojesflenws Cer G sa@s 3)m 5 %6l 6r
ugwst wsss sefuads Siigs
B o
aueTey GTair(pey LBams af Fwaiellsr Cas g dar
erinng i’ srulBsGn 2 saudwit B
S waImgs Si-Ll
LG58, SADES LUs®S Geaylh Epu
urst Gumr. o HFILTer. @pwH Auic)
Qo flejid Qumymrer. @&y, of hsBuyib
I@LuTe. B eiFalar $TEGS
TR Gait BNGWWFSTV, JRVG ST
Senilafrafler @aimpe eard o eni_ffETe
AU@D Lbw 5 DR ofF wpguwnT ?
Caargw Guwsgfew Gumi. @pguym ?
(Rlga s )

Bissr u@h Caglw @

DGD ST dwiom?



16

Sar @ ub Qaup g Qup Cormw®
WT@H FdldarTs oeply Gaa@r@Ld.
Hwrear wearg Gaamw@b. Har FG&T
&% eralS@Gh  wartiumera Gasebr
@, @evarsTGar aurpailer euiflipen paar.
Anps foewr @ruaflar dldés o afpsd
SCuTg BT Jms * @ UG '
(No Ball) eravy os_aniu®sS @ erLd
ugulgE@h ? ubg o & Ui o mser
YTl isTe &588 @orgaliser.
omrderud@afiger. y@md, UG KT marsr
sl gos wDEHE
BT SUDDUBTTFEE] 55 Seumpd BGs
8s Qarersurer. gagmer S5ssLi
Cousiw@ib. wppaiengli Lfl5sQsTener
Gauair@ip. FtL Gaws wHss Couaw Db,
shlisamsiipssrg @ 5w ibg o
sms L Cauadn@bd. @GamausTdar Ubs)
aféemamer Qupp LuiH?, @evet prémse
2 msESG GCasmalurar Ul H R & 6r
SrGar. sllsst. smiumarar (Wicket keeper)
STSGL el sToud ofrer. Searg)
gy Qi@ Ssd  QpMumers.
@Oy afgeiler wph  ueafarapih
Bere Qsibsaer. Qagydsgh Lbgeals
FraTg G Gla e @oludsy QFw
Xrpod Geurssd Qmsis Gaumy@ib.
up gieiderardar QrOSUBSS), @By
gl fpSH Qau@wd wyuh. &Té
G gemiluley o.ahGermlley sewalyls 55
STEGL Slonn  ofger. @ Y eWi & (585
An6s aFs STLLITETT o S5 oL
Lme 50 gemilufleir LT G, af5E
g &6 sTiILTorese 1psSw
L1 56507 (B

wrg QF anTsi?

MSHL.  SriiLmener FILIHL_wiT &
@ e.pliTell.  SiewuTar LTHeney
L{eTOTIGHT.  6f Sy eunflenuws TIDSGID  auyf)
Qsfbsaer. ser syamiew Q@p Fau® &
St Y HPH o cirereugr. Qeusir S
SOy, fgeaend @)mliumer. =) auf]
wier & 4w e v @aisr @ Suilellom i Deir
GTlEG a0 VUTLSAT ET ST Sy  Syenin
Wb, FepSTWSFW Baver ST E Fyarh

FDGL YD QG F0DIGTETTET GTaT
v BEisar @UILEQGT el Geir GTGW [FLDL)
&G meir .

uma asroumi  (Fielders) syemfluier
al@p s af i ser. @eur sofleir Qewemnm s
Bovsmear er@uaflullar ol ipFR  pEE)
weiren g, AWES LbG STLITETT @ s
<ol eraiauare) Amps sI@LIL. of T i sdr s
Qararig pLrdgnie Aorisenwimsg . yewf
wetr olew S5l TTIFEHE S GHOGHLILS
ubg srdég Caudarwiogrer. UL®S5S
SOIugb, g dugd, ofu Gaudamulen
5G55 Qe pulle) e mlagid L1j g 5T Sebler
Sluemi.. UGG STiuer THCHETeptb
aliflirs  Guturd, oegeTs BEmer
wrsg  QEewpuBarTi. UBHSr LTdS
owE GHOUY. efTallear IBs IYdFa)
apd @@ GmTiguds 2w 5g Qe
Qewprr. Caar@h. oenfls svaer,
upg efdsmener, HRACuirder ydawscL
Ul ®S g pldvew sy sh@Fig
LI S5 T LT
areir. FdESTS 2 enpLliiTedl. ZHear yawi
@S FTEG STl ofger. 1S Teanflen
afip g gib IR S% freir. Hov Fwurkisafe
QeQrupuT® < el & efl H BmendwiTs
QEUusdd, Fwse creawermasr, Qs
Upgarb, SLEOUUTL DD SeTad  Grer
La @S DETear STiTewBSeT erers QaEmeirar
@TLL.  FapSTw Yool ab Qerajenriay
GWDEEBLIID S BTG oIS TelE 5T,
Ubgl STUUSDGS GDI6@ el e wrs),
BONGFTH Lg% STUUTeTEr 2.6 enin
wrew gL g Qgrev._@ss sepsr
WHED Q@ umer. B)ssmeGurrrh
SN&T  Fupsmuh 2 widd Qumub.,

QsreiruuGar  pawGHTE

FYPSTUSED  slomwsdgan e
ApS&Iw DTaT 5, @& samsanio & &s L.
YwlS Samiss @nasta Q& urugib.
Ser & mewowimey, 5555 anfuied ogyenflenus
BL55¢ Qesrp slvaeir ser T ST
UTpaliled BaaD Hma Stvueys alarig
MTa.  Qoflurs, sdarh . oyemiudsr




Lisvapth Laveferpi Sjeflenw g 6 5 iflay Gl
yio PAwi  siICaGu &uRwETerS.
genfuisr LdpPurerGr Gés oo
&% YSGD POOH LIS ST,
o, ANLYGTGIT LIGRTL| ST (O AT G3or L f PG sL
afrigear LudpRurerdsr srwamTd G5

IWIT G

LB S sUL@al ST Ll DRAwTarder LiswrL
sor AMGS. arwmig D QU Lk s
R EF s DG -

‘o malTG@ e wmi—(®.

17

QPG swpaLlseTear eildam wime_
Lovew. Lawh alepriEh 9% T L_ove.
@rrib Qsmegyth 6l w6, G GgL
el el Gl JyepwL HED5HS Wl SE)S
FLLIL-5 @S
DS TP BV GLg-LOG T 2y &@GLD ol
WTC®. FWSTW SPer  WariEREHT 55
FllEsT S e PG apriuTeiiaw 2.0
airaEh Brwurl®. FpsTwsms QD
moure gulsd  afls S50 VDR ST B
st & Shaigojd aNdbmuT(Q.

Ohe onlq entry on (O/ricLei

n

f}olm gf mul'fqu's"""%des en guuﬂ:ﬂn,;

1916 March 14. The Cricket com-
petition match commenced to be played
at the Esplanade for Mr. R. Durai-
swamy’s cup. Four teams entered—
Central, Jaffna College, St. John’s and
Hindu College. Central won. p. 105

* * *

In 1916, Mr. R. Doraisamy, son-in-
law of Mr, Nevins Selvadurai, offered
a Challenge Cup for the competition.
St. John’s College and Central, Jafina
and Hindu Colleges entered for the
competition, and we succeeded in winn-
ing the Cup.

*

The Cricket team of 1917 was one of
the strongest ever put on the field by
Central. This team swept everything
before them and came top in the Inter-
Collegiate Competition. .l. Rasanayagam
the Skipper was very successful with the
bat and twice scored centuries during
the season, and K. Kanagaratnam and
A. Kanagarajah performed many bowl-
ing feats. ' '

The Doraisamy Cricket Cup won by
Central in 1915 was retained in 1917.
It was again won by us for the third
time in 1919 and became our permanent
trophy. R. R. Arunachalam captained
the team in 1919..The leading batsmen
of the period were I. Rasanayagam,
A. E. Alexander, V. Nadarajah, C.
Navaratnam and S. C. Alagaratnam.
The chief bowlers were A. Kanagarajah
K. Kanagaratnam and A. P. Selvarat-
nam.

*
Mr. A. Kanagarajah is one of the
star bowlers of the Tamil Union

Colombo, and has met with considerable
successiin the first class cricket in Ceylon.
Mr. I. Rasanayagam has also figured in
first class cricket and played in the Tamil
Union and Nondescripts Cricket Club
first teams. He is a Ieading member of
the Ceylon Cricket Association and has
been its Secretary.

.Central Centenary .p. 90, 91, 108, 109.
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PART ONE — UP TO 1957

T. L ABRAHAN]
Emeritus Prefect of Games

Just before the retirement of Rev. C. A.
Smith from the Principalship of the College,
I was asked to look over the articles in the
office of the Principal’s bungalow to see
if there was anything which may be of use
to the School’s Sports Department. Almost
hidden behind bundles of currency notes
and other papers in the Principal’s safe,
were three silver Cups and the inscription
on thesc showed that they were sports
Lrophies won by Central over 40 years ago-
Looking into the Centenary Edition of the
‘Central’, I found references to these valu-
able trophies which had been won out-
right by the School. These Cups now
adorn the College Office finding 2 prominent
place among the other trophies.

Among the oldest institutions in
Ceylon, at least among Jaffna schools,
Centrzl can claim to have been the pioneers
in the movement for organised games in
Schools. According to the History of the
College published in connection with the
Centenary Celebrations, Rev. Webstar,
Principal of the College, “introduced
Cricket for the first time in Jaffna in 18817,
Rev. Gabriel Leese, Principal, introduced
Soccer to Jaffna for the first time in 1884.

Having gained the reputation of being
the first school to introduce these games in
the North, Central has maintained an
enviable record of achievements in sports
during the past 60 years. In recording
these achievements we had to rely chiefly
on the Centenary Number for the period
ending 1934. It has not been possible to
get at all the Magazines from 1935 up to

_the present time. The records given here
are therefore by no means$ complete. There

may bz inaccuracies with regard to details
and we apologise to Old Boys for any
such errors. If authentic evidence is avail-
able to make this up-to-date and to correct
any errors, we shall bz grateful to Old Boys
if they will help us with such information. .

Early Days of Cricket

Cricket had become a regular feature
in the school in 1901, when Mr. Garret
was Principal. He took a great interest in
the games and ‘instilled into the boys the
spirit and technique of Cricket’. Matches
were played then with St. John’s College,
Jafina College, Jaffna Hindu College and
‘victory was more often than not on the
side of Central’. The Jaffna Town Club,
which came into existencz in the 90’s helped
to creatz an interest in ths game among
the schools. A gam= gagainst the Jaffna
Town Club was a regular feature for most
of the schools. School Teams then com-
prised of students, teachers and ‘in some
cases Principals too.

Wilkes the Spor(sman

Daring the pzriod of Rev. W. M. P.
Wilkes the College ‘came off with flying
colours on the field of sports. Himself 2
sportsman of outstanding  ability, Mr
Wilkes ‘spated no pains in training the
young msn and instructing them in the
finer points of cricket and soccer’. By
his example and instruction he raised the

standard of games in the College to 2 high

degree. Mr. Wilkes was 2lso mainly res-
ponsible for ‘creating a greater interest in
cricket in Jaffne’. He was for 2 long time
Captain of the Jaffna Town Club.



During the early days of Mr. Wilkes
cricket matches were played on ‘turf wickets’.
Those who have played cricket on Jaffna
grounds cen well imeagine how difficult
end dangerous it would, have been to stand
up to any kind of bowling on such wickets.
Rev. Wilkes writes in this connection,
“consequently low scores 2nd good bowling
feats were the order of the dey. L. R. Alex-
ender, who was 2 “terror’ once, took 6
wickets -for 3 runs cgeinst St. John'’s the
whole side being bundled out for 12 runs.
In enother match 4 for O in one over. T
myself once took 8 for 2.

The bets used at the time were quite
inferior in quality to what we use now.
Mr. A. G. Cherles, en old sportsman and
teacher of St. John’s tells me that the bats
they first used were such that, frequently
after 2 hit it would become necessary to
drop the bat znd rub the palms of the
hand to reduce the sting left after the
stroke. According to Mr. Charles, the
first cricket bat of willow wood with spring
hendle was supplied to him by 2 Missionary
from Central. He probably refers to Wilkes
or Gerref.

Some of the best cricketers of Central
during the time of Mr. Wilkes were S. Raja-
ratnem (later, Secretery of Hindu Board).
N. Rzjaretnem, R. R. Neallizh, L. R. Alex-
onder, R. R. Alexander, R. C. Thambizh,
N. Thamotheram, S. Sivasubrameniam znd
Victor Peul. Mr. Wilkes who wzs also 2
skilful Soccer pleyer treined the school
teem to & high degree of efficiency. Mr.
Wilke’s interest in sports wes not confined
to Cricket and Soccer only. During his
regime, at the Athletic Meet held to celebr-
ate the Coronztion of King George V th
in 1911, Centrzl swept the board, winning
the Umon Jack offered 2s a2 Trophy. At
this Meet, Central secured 13 out of 18
prizes and 27 out of & possible 36 points.
St. Patrick’s and St. John’s shared the
remaining 9 points.

Cricket continued to grow in pops
ularity, and in 1916 another Trophy was
presented by Mr. Doraisamy (son-in-law
of Mr. Nevins Selvadurei). Central’s
Teem led by B. R. M. Cheenivasagam

19

won the competition in which St. John’s,
Jaffne College 2nd Jaffna Hindu  also
participated. The 1916 teem consisted of
B. R. M. Cheenivasagam, R. Ponnudurzai
W. R. Spencer, C. D. Paul, W. G. Spence,
A. E. Alexander, M. R. Navarztnem_
C. Navarztnem, K. Keanagaratnam, K.
Vythilingam, and N. Rasalingam.

Rev. H. Bullough., who succeeded Rev.
Wilkes took the same interest in sports and
all-round success cheracterised the sports
activities of the School. Centrzl at this
time ‘was 2 factor to be reckoned with in
Athletics, Soccer end Cricket’. The Cricket
Team of 1917 was one of the strongest put
on the field by Central. Tt consisted of I.
Rasanayagem (Capt). C. Navaratnam
(retired Vice Principal, Manipay Hindu
College), A. E. Alexander, K. Kanaga-
ratnam (later, M. S. Civil Hospital, Colombo.
V. Naderajah (leter, Doctor). A. Kenzga-
rejeh, A. Thizgerajeh, (later A. Naderzjoh)
G. J. Joseph, J. S. Amaresingem (later.
Doctor 2t Manipay, S. C. Alsgaroinam
(later, Veterinary Surgeon). P. K. Chznmu-
gem (later Professor at the University),
A. 8. Philips and 8. Sithamparepillai.
During this year 1. Rasanaysgam per-
formed the record fest of scoring two
centuries. Some of these cricketers later
figured prominently in first class Cricket
in Colombo in Inter-Club and Inter-Depart-
mentael Tournaments. . ..

A Lull in Sports

During the carly years of Rev. P. T
Cesh there was 2 slight lull in the sports
activities of the School. Bginge scholar
poet and philosopher, Mr. Czsh probabl):
could not give games the same inspiration
that Wilkes could have given. ‘Success
did not always crown the sports activities
of the College 2nd championships were
more often lost them won'. However in
1924 the College tied for the Cricket champ._
ionship with St. John’s. The lepding
cricketers of the time were S. M. Mulhiah‘w
who was & good bowler, P. Selvaratnam
Cooke and Sounderonayzgem (batsmen)
end T. M. Z. Mehemooth (Deputy Director
of Agriculture) batsman and wicket-keeper,
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During these years St. John's under
Rev. Henry Peto was in the forefront of
sports activities in the North. Up to the
end of the twenties the achievements of
Central in sports were not rema.rk:_*.blc.
From 1928 to 1930 ‘the results were disap-
pointing and often disastrous’. From
1930 onwards there was 2 steady improve-
ment. The leading cricketers of the time
were S. Kanagarajah, Orentiz, T, M. S.
Mahamooth, S. Navaratnam, B. S. N.
Selvadurzi, K. Theivanayvagam, D. J. Reja-
singem, D. Rajendra, J. G. Arasaratnam
L. P. Rzjasuriar, J. Ariaratnam and C.
Selvaneyagam.. ..

During the late thirties Central forged
chead and did extremely well in Sports,
particularly in Cricket and Soccer. R.J.M.
Wilkes (son of Rev. W. M. P. Wilkes)
and later Mr. Hector Fernando were good
Cricket Cozches then and soon after them
came another good Coach, Mr. J. R.
Gnanapragesem who was Football and
Cricket Mester. A special feature of Cricket
in the late thirties was that a number of
Thambiahs—sons of Mz, C. R. Thambiah
and Mr. R. C. Thanibiah figured prominently
in Cricket. They were David Thambiah and
R. T. Thambiah (sons of C. R. Thambiah)
and Marcus, Morgan and William Tham-
biahs (sons of R. C. Thambiah, who was
himself a leading sportsman during his
schoel days). Other leading cricketers of
the time were Jacob brothers, Ephraims
and Christie, Satgunam, P. Selvaratnem,
P. P. Thangarejeh, V. Arumenayagem,
A. Thurairatnem, M. Sabaratnam, M.
Kenegaratnam, S. Rodrigo and the Nallizh
brothers R. R. S. and W. R. S. (sons of
T. R. Nalliah)....

1939 was also a very successful year
for Central’s Cricket Team led by P. P.
Thengarajeh . Almost every match that
season ended in 2n innings victory for
Central. The season, however, ended on 2
sad note when our Tezm unaccountably
lost to St. Patrick’s by an innings. Tall
scoring was a feature of that year—29g
runs against St. John’s 398 against Hartley
250 ageinst Jaffna Hinduy and 316 for é

wickets against St. Henry’s, were some
of the scores. Given below is 2 list of those
who left their mark as sportsmen during
the l'ate thirties and up to 1950. Most of
them are colour-winners....

CRICKET (up to 1950) R. R. S.
Nallizh, W. R. S. Nelliah, J. Rajasingam,
S. Sabaratnam, Selvanayagam, D. K.
Subramaniam, J. Satgunem, Percy Joseph
B. S. N. Selvadurai, V. Arumainayagam
P. P. Thangarzjah, A. C. Jacobs, M. Karu-
nakaran, C. Kulasingam, A. T. Parama-
nathan, W. Pathmanathan, A. S. Mather,
D. H. Thambiah, E. S. Tambiah, J. S.
Ratnam, D. R. Baortlett, V. Sabanayagam
R. K. V. Durairzjah, V. D. Jeyaratna-
singam, W. Sivagurnathan, K. Sivapatham,
N. Balendra, S. Manivarnam, S. Hari-
krishnan, S. Ramanathan and S. Raja-
ratnam.

RECENT TIMES

Central’s achievements in Sports during
recent years may well be the envy of other
schools in the North....In the mid-forties
we had the good fortune of having on the
staff Mr. V. E. Esau from Madras. He was
a good athlete and Basket-ball player and a
skilful coach....Soon after Mr. Esau left
we had in the person of Mr. Param Selva-
rajah an excellent coach in Cricket and
Athletics. . . .Before the boys could forget
the ideas gained from Mr. Param Selva-
rajah, we had fresh from Saidapet, Madras,
Mr. E. S. Tambiah to continue the good
work done by Messrs Easu and P. Selvarajah

Triple Honours

1951 should go down in history asa
year of rare achievements for Central in
the field of Sports. The School clzimed
triple honours having notched the Cham-
plonship in Athletics, Soccer and Cricket.
In Soccer and Athletics we won the J S S A
Championship. In Cricket, zlthough there
was no organised competition the School
won 2ll the matches played and quzlified
for the title of ‘unofficial champions’.

Thet year's Cricket match against St.
John’s will be well remembered as 2 most
thpl]lng game won by 7 runs ot the last
minute,



Cricket: From 1946-1948 a fair
standerd was mainteined in Cricket. The
1949 team led by V. D. Jeyaratnasingem
did very well and remained unbeaten. In
1950 the team was not so Very successiul
but in 1951 Jeyaratnasingam Wwas brought
on 2s Ceptain again. By his good leader-
ship and example the team rose to great
heights. Every match played that year
ended in a decisive victory for Central.

The 1952 team led by R. Sundaralin-
gam came very near the previous year_’s
record, but were beaten by St. John’s in
the last match of the season. That wes the
match in which an exhibition of grit and
determination was witnessed. ~ With 7
runs to win St. John’s started collapsing
sensationally, 5 wickets were down for
10 runs. With a fine spell of bowling by
C. Canagasingam (6 for 29) victory scemed
well within sight for Central. But St.
Yohn’s stuck to the wickets and they won
the match with the loss of 8 wickets.

The 1953 season ended with the
splendid achievement of 21l the meiches
played won. M. Rejendran (Ceptain) was
chiefly responsible for the run of success
that year. It was his tact and ability to
remain calm under trying circumstences
that made him 2 good leader. He was one
of Central’'s best fast-medium left arm
bowlers. The 1954 team led by S. R. Kena-
galingam remeined enother unbeaten side.
So was the 1955 teem led by R. K. V.
Premachandran. Premacheandran was
Captain again in 1956. The 1957 team was
under the leadership of Bunny Van Twest.

The standard of Cricket at Central has
been fairly good for some years past. Th{s
is in no small measure due to Mr. Param
. Selvarajah and Mr. E. S. Tambiah who
has been the Cricket Coach from the time
he joined Central as a teacher.

STANDARD SHOULD IMPROVE

To improve the standard of Cricket in
the North, it is necessary for our School
teams to go out and play against other
schools and clubs. Every attempt should

also be made to get down to Jafina visiting
teams from other countries. The only
outside team that has visited Jaffna so far
is the Australian School Boys’ Team. The
match against the Australian boys and the
Jaffna Combined Schools’ Team has
certainly given a filip to Cricket in Jafina.

The formation of 2 Cricket section
of the Jaffna United Club and the organis-
ation of Inter-Depatrtmentzal Cricket Com-
petitions in Jaffna, has given an opportunity
for our boys to play against ¢nd watch some
first class cricketers and getting occasional
advice from them helps our young cricketers
who do mnot get an opportunity of going
outside and seeing good cricketers in action.

As 2 good example of this T would
like to cite the czse of Bobby Schoorman
who was attached to the Jaffna Customs
for 2 or 3 years. During the pericd he
willingly helped school boys who wanted
his help. Premachendran is ome of those
who benefited 2 great dezl by his help.

In writing about Cricket at Central,
I would be failing in my duty if T do not
meke a specizl reference to R. K. V. Prema-
chandran. The lzst of five brothers (sons of
Mr. R. K. Velupillzi) 11 of whom played
for Central, Prema had his entire schooling
at Centrzl. He entered the School Cricket
Team at the age of 15 and was the mainstay
of the Tezm in 1955, 56 2nd 57. He is
iaccepted everywhere as the best all-round
cricketer in Jaffna today. He led the Com-
bined Jaffna Schools’ Team that did
creditably well against the  Australian
School Boy's Team.

His capabilitics were Ttecognised by
the Ceylon Cricket Association, who
selected Prema, as one of the Ceylon Team
that toured Mzlayva. He topped the bowl-
ing averages in the tour 2nd in battingtoo he
came 3rd or 4th. If he had been given
more opportunities in the Tour he would
certainly have proved to be one of Ceylon’s
best cricketers,
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Continuing the list of  outstanding
players I mention some cricketers who
made their mark during the vears 1951-57,
They are: R. Sundarzlingam, Shenmugem,
I. Thembyrzjzh, M. Rejendram, N. Rej:.-
singam, A. T. Edwin, S. K. Mzheswaran,
N. Sripragasam, S. Selvarzjeh, K. Kena
pathipillzi, C. Canagasingam, R, K, V,

Premachandran, T Kanagalingam
P. Sivepathesunderam, T. S, de Silva,
K. Kanapathipillai, D. G. Tampoe, C.
Negendran, N. Pararajesingam, Bunny
Van Twest, Mano Spencer, R. Selvaratnam.
M. Sivesithemparem.., R. Alzgzratnam,
T. Mylvegenam, D. C. Balarzjeh and
L, J. Dharmerajah.
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An gccount on Cricket will not be
complete without & reference to our Annuel
Match egeinst St. John's College. This
fixture which is regarded s the ‘Big Mateh’
of the North is szid to be the oldest in the
Island next to the Royal-Thomian Metch.
Records ‘are available to show that this
match sterted in 1905. Some Old Boys
who figured in this series cbout 50 years
ago say that the first match was played
<bout 4 or 5 years earlier to 1903,

Mr. A, G. Charles, retired teacher
of St. John's writes to me szying, “Iem
sure I played in the St. John's — Centrzl
matches in 1901 and the early part of 1902
as 2 student 2t St. John’s. 1 joined the
Staff in September, 1902 and still kept
playing in cricket and football matches
against Colleges. In those days mesters
also, joined boys in cricket and footbell
matches.”

This is also supported by Mr. K.
Chornalinggm and Old Johaizn, who
writes thus: “I can recount every single in.
cident in these metches in 1904 to 1909
when I pleyed”. He continues: “In 1904
St. John's played two matches ageinst
Central, the first one on 28th May 1904.
This ended in an innings victory to Central.
I was caught by R, R, Nalliah in the first

ball off Rev. W. M. P. Wilkes and in
2nd innings 1 was bowled in the second
ball 1 faced. In both innings Mr.
Wilkes got me out for ‘two ducks’. The
second mutch was played in September
1904 and this ended in another innings
victory for Central”.

According to Mr. Chornzlingam there
was no match in 1905. He writes further
“In 1906 Centrel won by 9 wickets. R. C.
Thembizh was Ceptein of Central. In
this match [ entered first and cerried the
bat through the innings, scoring 27 runs.
L. R. Alexznder ceme from his sick-bed
and bowled for Centrel. He bowled only
3 overs end in the lest, took 4 wickets
(H. C. Aiyadurzi, F. Vancuylenberg,
Dunstan de Niese and A. G. Charles.)
After the third over he fzinted and wes
cerried away”. [Eerlier in this article 1
have quoted Rev. Wilkes’ reference to the
incident in 1906.

The  St. John’s—Central  Cricket |
Metch apart from being the most important
cricket fixture to the two schools, hes
become 2 big socizl event in Jaffnz. It is
generally the lest cricket meztch for the
seazson and is looked forward to with keen-
ness by the two schools— Old Boys and
‘even the public, Apert from the social



aspect of it, this match is generally full
of thrills and excitement and it has been
particularly so during the past few years.

The criticism has been made by some
Old Boys and friends that the time allowed
for this game (11 to 111/2 hours) is not
sufficient. ~ Their judgement is probebly
based on the fact that during the last years
this match ended in 2 drew. It must be
admitted that the standerd of batting is
improving and that the time allowed is
sometimes not enough. But it should zlso
be remembered that the game is sometimes
over, long before time, &s 2 resalt of 2
collapse of one or both sides. Further,
for a two-day match 11 or 11 1/2 hours
should be quite enough. Anything more
would be z strain on the boys.

There are times when a team facing
defeat goes for a2 draw. Such an atte mpt is
described by some people as “unsporting”
and “not cricket”, etc. I do not zgree with
this view beczuse under certzin circamst-
ances ‘going for 2 draw’ is part of the gi.me.
A team frying to avert defert by making
a determined effort to ‘draw’ a geme does
something which is very crediteble and
some times very difficult. A situztion like
this arose in 2 St. John’s—Central maztch
2 few years ago. St. John’s sterted their
second innings half an hour before lunch
on Saturday. Central had 2 good 1st in-
nings lead and St. John’s know that unless
they batted for a comsiderably long time
after lunch, they would lose the match.
They therefore decided to attempt 2 “drew’
knowing that Central’s attack wzs very
strong. This meant staying at the wickets

e o

The Picturesque Clocl;

The Jaffina Clock Tower commemor-
ates the visit in 1875 of His Royal High-
ness the Prince of Wales to Ceylon and
perhaps also Sir James Longden’s ad-
ministration of the Island from 1877 to
1884. The tower was designed by Mr.
Smither, the Government architect.
The cost was met partly by the balance
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for 4 hours. In spite of a desperate at-
tempt to get their opponents out Central
could not do it. The St. John’s batsmen
dug themselves in and refused to be dis-
missed. But for an attempt on the part
of one or two individuzls to waste more
time than necessary between wickets, T
think that was a very crediteble perform-
ance. I could see nothing unsporting in
that. On the other hand I feel that such
determination is praiseworthy. Everything
considered, therefore, it may not be wise
to change the hours of play for this im-
portant match,

Jefine Central College has mzintzined
& great tredition on the field of Sport not
merely in putting forward Tezms that
won laurels znd created records; but in
rousing hezlthy competition 2nd giving
educationzl training in First Class School
Gemes. Centrel’s contribution to Cricket,
Soccer, 2nd Athletics has mzde history
in Jaffne and helped to plece the Peninsula
on the mip of Ceylon. It has indircetly
helped many young Juffna Teamils to be
good citizens and All-Ceyion persone.lities,
In the words of our revered Princip:.I, Rev.
Percy T. Cush, Centrel’s sports tr..dition
is epitomiscd in the Collsge Song which
runs:

“On the field of life when striving,
Keep your honour true and bright ;
Pley up «Centr:], ever thriving,
On the fruits of grece and light ;
For your comrides of the old days,
Scattercd far, tho’ they may be;
For your school and for her true praise,
Live in scrvice glad and free!!”

THE CENTRAL 1957 p. 116=127

Tower

of the Jafina Prince of Wales’ Recep-
lion Fund amounting to Rs. 6000 and
partiy by local contributions amounting
» oo 400, [oe slock was tae zift of
the late Sir James Longden.

lajfna Catholic Guardian. Nov- 26,
1892,



CRICKET CAPTAINS OF CENTRAL

1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911

1912

1913

1914
1915
1916

1917
1918

1919
1920
1921

1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
193]
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1933
1938
1939
1940

. Nalliah

. Nalliah

. Nalliah

. Alexander

. Thambiah

. Thambiah

R Watson

. T. Sivasubramaniam
T Sivasubramaniam
ictor Paul

. G. Singanayagam

. E. N. Nicholas

. A. S. Hoole

. J. Nicholas

- R. M. Cheenivasagam
. R.
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M. Cheenivasagam
asanayagam
. Navaratnam
. R. Arunasalam
. C. Alagaratnam
. Sithamperapillai
. Muttiah
. D. Sellathurai
L, Selvaratndm
. Subramaniam
. P. Charles
. Kanagaratnam
. De 111115
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anagaratnam
N avaratnam

. 8. N. Selvadyrai
. S. N. Selvadurai
- 8. N. Selvadurai
. Arumanayagam

. Arumanayagam
Thangarajah &
S. Nalliah
Thangarajah
Tambiah
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R,
. P.
. 8.

1941

1942
1943

1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951

1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958

1959
1960

1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

. R. S. Jacob

. J. Thambiah
S. D. Jeyasingham
W. Pathmanathan
W. Pathmanathan
E. S. Tambiah
Sam. N. Vadivelu
W. Sivagurunathan
V. D. Jeyaratnasingam
K. Sivapatham

V. D. Jeyaratnasingam
R. Sundaralingam

N. Rajendra

S. R. Kanagalingam

R. K. V. Premachandran
R. K. V. Premachandran
Bunny Vantwest

Ranjan Alagaratnam

N. Segarajasingam

M. Sivaratnam

M. Sivaratnam

J. Kanaganayagam

V. T. Mahalingam

R. Satchithananthan

K. D. Ganeshakumar

A. Patkunarajah

S. Sivasothy

P. Balendra

D. Puradchithasan

R. Rajasingam

M. Jeyakumar

T. Mahendran
M. S. Nazeer

R. Sri Kantha

S. Sivakumar

S. Sivamithiran
R. Naguleswaran
A. Baheerathan
S. Karunakgran
G. Anurudran
it Ba]akumar



MASTERS IN CHARGE OF GAMES

PRE-CENTENARY

Fhe infensive efforts of Ife [lasters who
were in charge of games in  recenl
years  conlribufed nof & [iflle fowards
lhe increasing success spown in  all
deparimenis  since  1930. A word of
appreciation 1s due fo M. J. M. Singa-
nayagan, Fev. A I . Wilkes, and
TMlessrs. o, &. Selvaraimam, Fector .
Fernando, K. (. Jacobh and A Flseer-
vafham, all of whom HKave done yoeman
service 1n coaching successfully ffe young
sporfsmen for proficiency in fheir games.

Central Centenary p, 160

PREFECTS OF GAMES

POST-CENTENARY

Mr. J. S. SELVARATNAM—15 yrs.
Mr. T.|. ABRAHAM-—-25 yrs.

Mr. A. KULENDRAN

Mr. A. M. DAVID

Mr. M. P. BROODIE

Mr. €. DAYALADEVA

CC—3



Mr. T. I. ABRAHAM

VETERAN PREFECT OF GAMES OF THE NORTH

To Mr. Abraham, next to teaching,
sports was his passion and it is little wonder
that he was appointed Prefect of Qa.mcs
almost at the inception of his service at
Central. Having held this office for 25
years till he retired in 1969, he had become
an institution in the field of sports. Func-
tioning in the early years in different capac-
ities as cricket, tennis, football and athletics
coach, he infused the Centrelites with the
spirit of sportsmanship, forged them into
shape and contributed not 2 little to put
Central on the map in the field of sports.

To his credit lies the successful running
of the Ceylon Schools’” Basket-ball nationals
held for the first time in Jaffna in 1962.
He also conducted successfully the Ceylon
Schools Hockey Nationals held for the

*

first time in Jaffna in 1967. His was 2
crowded life while he strode the arena of
sports. The only reward he worked for
was the gratification of a job well executed.
Sports was his irresistable love. It is no
surprising that he found the time, despiter
his heavy duties at school, to function 28
Vice-President,  Secretary, Treasurer of
various sports bodies. He functioned &s
Hony Secretary of the Jaffna Schools’
Sports Association, the Jaffna Sports As-
sociation and the Jaffna Schools” Hockey
Association each for a period of threc
years. He also represented the Northern
Schools and Clubs in most of the All
Ceylon Sports Bodies in Colombo.

The Central 1971 p. 30, 31

*

Mr. E. S. TAMBIAH

VETERAN CRICKET COACH OF THE COLLEGE

Mr. Edward -Seivarajah Tambiah,
popularly known as ‘Selva’ to all Centra-
lites, both past and present, and to
his colleagues, has a very long and
close connection with Jaffna Central
College. Only few others can be proud
of such continuous and close connection
with his or her Alma Mater... He has
been here for over forty years both as
a student and as a teacher.

He lives next to the College and
has been, to him, like his own court
yard... As a teacher he coached the
School teams to many a victory in the
self same field. Most of his time over
the years has been profitably spent in
the College Esplanade...

Mr. Tambiah joined Jaffnga Central
as a student in Grade 1 and had his
entire academic education at Central and

is thus a complete product of Jaffna
Central College of the good old days.
During his smﬁa_m%mmelled in
sports and captained the Cricket and

Athletic teams. He also won Colours
in Soccer, Cricket and Athletics. ..

Cricket teams coached by him were
often unbeaten champions and adjudged
the best in the North. For eXample, the
Ceylon Observer Shield for the best
team in the North... was awarded to
Jaffna Central .. R. Naguleswaran, trained

‘only by Mr. E.S. Tambiah, won trophies

as the best outstation bowler and
cricketer. Combined teams like the All
Jaffpa Schools Team and the All Ceylon
Natxc_mal Schools Team alwass consisted
of cricketers coached by Selva‘..

The Central 1977 p. 22223
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THE PIONEER TEACHERS’ UNION: FOUNDED BY CENTRALITES

The Teachers of the twentieth century were too shrewd to be content with the
lip-service of opportunist politicians and officials of the State. They roused them-
selves and made an organised effort towards self-preservation. Mr. J. K. Chanmu-
kam, our Vice-Principal, and Mr. J. W. Arudpragasam were among the leaders of
this, campaign in North Ceylon. Mr. J. W. Arudpragasam’s organising ability and
tenacity of purpose brought the Jaffna Teachers’ Union—the forerunner of the Northern
Province Teachers’ Association—into existence. ~Mr. Chanmukam’s intelligent pro—
paganda and powerful advocacy compelled the Government to pay head to its insistent
demands. The just claims of & much wronged lot of public servants were recognised.
A scheme of enhanced salaries was formulated. Mr. Chanmukam was selected to
represent the Jaffna Teachers® Union in the Advisory Committee constituted for the
purpose. He watched the interests of his profession and his splendid work was much
appreciated by the Government and the teachers, The Salaries Scheme was passed
by the Legislative Council in 1925, and the teacher was guaranteed a living wage. It
raised the status of the teacher and attracted qualified men into the profession. A
Pension Scheme on a contributory basis was also evolved and put into operation in

1927.

Central Centenary p.147
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JAFFNA CENTRAL 1951

OUR DEPUTY PRINCIPALS

MR. V. BALASUNTHARAM, B. Sc. (Cey.)

and

MR. A. SINNATHAMBY, B. A., Dip. Ed. (Cey.) S.L.E.5—Class V

Teacher 1969 — 1981

Deputy Principal 1981 —



JAFFNA CENTRAL 1981

FAREWELL TO OUR DEPUTY PRINCIPAL
MR. R. K. RAJASENAN, B. Sc. (Hons) -

Teacher 1954 — 1980
“Deputy Principal" 1980 — 1981

Mr. R. K. Rajasenan is addressing the students at the
College Farewell Function.



M. ﬁ K @ajasenan, £ Se. ( gﬁons )

Retired ‘Deputy Principal’

AN APPRECIATION

C. Kesavarajan, B. Sc., Dip. Ed. (Cey.)

It is indeed a pleasure to write
about a friend and a colleague of mine
for nearly fifteen years. Both of us
were born in the same village—Manipay
which gave birth to several leading
citizens of this country. Furthermore,
his father and mine were together on
the Staff of Manipay Memorial English
School.

Mr, Rajasenan was born in a
family of teachers.  He joined the
Staff of Jaffna Central College in 1954,
when very attractive jobs went begging
in the government sector. He is the
first Ceylonese to join the Biology
Department of Jaffna Central College.
He has chosen teaching as a vocation.
For many others it is accidental, is a
fact indeed. Teachers are said to be
born and Mr, Rajasenan is a born
teacher.

He has a very good sense of humour.
He could control the class by his sense
of humour quite eifgc_tivmy
knowledge he has never used the cane
in his teaching career at Jaffna Central.
He could put across the subject to his
students very clearly. Invariably it
happened that my subject followed his
in the G.C.E.Advanced Level classes.
1 always found the blackboard full of
beautiful diagrams and sketches. Students
enjoyed his classes. I hear that it is so
at Jafina College as well.

He is very popular among his
colleagues and students. He was con-

Sectional Head (Science)

sidered to be the ‘chairman’ of the
‘Corner Group® in the staff room at
Central. During lunch intervals he
kept the staff really entertained with
his classical jokes, Many of the new
comers to the staff were attracted to-
wards the ‘Corner’.

He has held important positions in the
school. He has been the Senior House
Master of Percival House, Staff Adviser
to the Prefects Board, and Vice-Patron
of the Advanced Level Union for a
period of nearly 15 years. He was
also the Manager of the College
magazine and Basket-ball coach. In all
these activities he had a very close rap-
port with the students. As such, he
was able to understand the problems
of the students very well.

Outside the school activities, he
was one of the joint secretaries of the
Cancer Society, Committee member of
the Northern Province Science Teachers’
Association, Co-author of ‘Modern
Biology’ in Tamil and Assistant Sup-
erintendent of the Sri Lanka Police
Reserve.

He was made one of the ‘Deputy
Principals’ of the College in 1980. He
is not avaricious for money. If he is
so, he could have gone to Nigeria or
to any part of the world. He retired
on completion of his 55th year and
joined the Staff of his Alma Mater—
Jaffna College at Vaddukkoddai. He
is popular there too. May God bless
him and his family.



Wr. S H Setukavalar, B. 1. (Cey.)

AN APPRECIATION

A staff of over 70 in number is
sure to be composed of teachers of
different views and varied values. They
also differ in their evaluation of men
and matters. In the midst of such
differences all of us, without exception,
agree that ‘Sethu’ or ‘Shelton’ as we
affectionately call him is a thorough
oentleman. Not only the teachers but
also the students and parents have such
a high estimation of Mr. S. H. Setu-
kavalar.

Mr. S. H. S. is a graduate of the

Ceylon University with History as his
special subject.  Though  he comes
from a family of educationists he wanted
to strike a new line and became a journ-
alist soon after he graduated.  His
deep knowledge and clear analysis of
events, both past and present, made
him a successfut journalist. But he had
to give it up because individual and
independent interpretations or personal
Views cannot always be expressed—even
if they are correct—in the editorials
or feature articles. An Editor has to
fall in line with the political philosophy
“or policy of the press he represents. Mr.
Setukavalar’s conscience didn’t cope
up_with the propaganda type of journ-
alism that was expected of him. So he
gave up journalism to become a “school
master”.
_ Sethu was an ideal School Master.
He taught with a missionary zeal and
his interest over the ‘not so bright’
students was praiseworthy. Many a
play boy type changed their attitude
and took up to studies with all serious-
ness, Sethu’s beliefs and views, actions
'and_ reactions regarding many matters
of importance influenced the young
minds and widened their interests and
outlook. i

He g

L’ ST /i, ,;Z J{é&-l/}’ﬂzﬁ/%
L

He always believed that eXtra cur-
ricular activities contributed towards the
fullness of a student’s life. As Senior
President of the Students’ Christian
Movement, English Editor of the Col-
lege Magazine, teacher in charge of
training students in English for oratorical
competitions and debating teams, his
services were invaluable. He took a keen
interest in sports and in all other school
events without any hesitation or dis-
crimination. His presence in all such
occasions was always a source of in-
spiration to others.

He is a voracious reader and made
full use of the college library and the
Jaffna Public Library, in_particular,
which is right opposite to the school.
He always kept himself up to date and
well informed of the international situ-
ation and the political, current and
literary developments in the world

around us. His ideas were always
progressive and championed the at-
tempts for social justice, econpmic

equality and human rights.

He has retired after 31 years of
teaching service, out of which 20 years
were at Jaffna Central College. He
had to retire early because of his ill

health. He enriched life at Jaffna
Central by his striking  simplicity,

humility, clear thinking, devotion to
duty and deep faith in the Almighty. .
We miss him much as he has
moved out of Jaffna to reside in the
metropolitan capital. We wish Mr.
Sethu and Mrs. Setukavalar, who is
also a retired teacher, long and healthy
retired life.

NSR



JAFFNA CENTRAL 1981 COLLEGE CAROL SERVICE

CRICKETER OF THE NORTH 1981 — K. THOMAS

conferred by the
Caylon Daily Mirror and ‘Jewelarts’.

one of the three cricketers
represented the Jafina Schools
Team, captained by R. Balakumar
agains: ‘Arpico’ team.

The College Cricket Team was
conferred

BEST CRICKET TEAM

OF THE NORTA

by the Ceylon Daily News & ‘Bata’




JAFFNA CENTRAL 1981

JUBILARIAN

MR. N. SAMBASIVAM, B. Dev. Stu (Hons)

MR. S. SIVAPRAGA ip. i der
SAM, Dip.in Ast Group Scout Leader and Wood Badge Holder

appointed
Assistant District Scout Commissioner
Jaffna



JAFFNA CENTRAL 1981

FAREWELL TO MR. S. H. SETUKAVALAR, B. A. (Cey.)

Mr. S. H. Setukavalar is being garlanded by Prefect R. Vigneswaran, who
obtained four °‘A’'s at the G.C.E. Advanced Level Examination and was

nominated to the Board of Prefects.



JIAFFENA CENTRAL 1981 -

SCIENCE EXHIBITION

Mr. M. M. Monsoor, Chief Education Officer, is declaring the Science Exhibition
open in the presence of the Principal, Mr. N. S. Rathinasingham, Deputy Principa,
Mr. V. Balasuntharam. the Exhibi‘ion Organiser. Mr. K. Abraham Lincoln and

Teache s.

THE COMMITTEE OF THE ADVANCED LEVEL UNION
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INTER HOUSE SPORTS MEET

1 Mrs. Sivalingam is giving away the Prizes at the annual Inter-House Sports Meet
2 Mr. V. T. Sivalingam. Attorney-at-law and Personnel Manager of Paranthan Chemicals
Corporation — the Chief Guest at the Sports Meet — is addressing the gathering.




JAFFNA CENTRAL 1981 CRICKET FIRST ELEVEN
BEST TEAM OF THE NORTH—1981
: meeh

sealed — V. Suthersanan, T. Gnanaretnasingham. K. Thomas, R. Balakumar (Capt.)
V. P. Prahalathan, K. Umasuthan, M. R. Manivannan.
standing— R. Rajkumar, V. Thilagesan, M. B. Soundaranayagam, K. Soundrarajah,

R
A. Thiruketheeswaran, S. Vijeyakumar, A. Johnally, M. Kiruparajah.

SOCCER FIRST ELEVEN
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AN EDITORIAL: “PLAY UP CENTRAL”

The above line from our College Song, not only summoned to the writer’s mind
Central’s triumphs of the past, but afforded a text for this Editorial.

On reviewing their past, some are inclined to feel that the presentisnoequal to
the past in more things than one. Such a pessimestic view of men and affairs is only
a great stumbling block to one’s progress in life. Is the above exhoration meant for

the present boys of the College or for the past? Surely it is meant for the present and
the past.

“Now’s the time for combined action, Pass the ball from man to man”. This
stirring appeal is not left in the school compound. It becomes a glorious rallying
cry of school boys who have goneforth into the battle of life. The present situation
demands that all the boys join hands with the present, and care for the prosperity of
their dear Alma Mater....The Extension Scheme demands your generosity, and
what is more, the College needs you all for a life of Service, glad and free. So, “For
your School and for her true praise, Live in Service glad and free™.

The Central. March 1925.p.2
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ROMAINE COOKE HALL

Mr. Cooke who came to Ceylon in 1900, with just an idea of spending an
year or two in Mission work, was attached to our College. He soon feli
in love with the work and web of circumstances trapped him and converted
him into a lay Missionary attached to the regular staff of  the college as
Vice—Principal and Lecturer in scCience........ Mr. cooke's usefulness to  the
Collecge was not confined to the class-room and the laboratory. He was the
architect and engincer of almost all the Wesleyan Mission buildings erected
during his tenure of office, The two-storeyed Assembly Hall of this college.
the Kilne;mthe pulpit of St. Peter’s Church......... the Vembady
Girls' Boarding School Hall and Dormitory, the Wesley House-~the quarters
of the Principal of this College—are all enduring monuments that
testimony to his skill and ability.

bear

Central Centenary. p. 102-3
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EDUCATION AND THEE YOUNGER GENERATION
S.S.P.Pragash—12 B ‘

Now--a--days, in schools, we find
two major categories of students. They
are divided by the pattern of ways
they work to achieve their aim. The
first type consists of students who are
purely academic minded. They strive
hard to study their lessons and obtain
good marks at the school level and
later at the final academic Examination-
These students usually work by their
books. The second type is made up
of students who engage themselves in
sports and games and outdoor activities.
These students are usually quick-witted
and they think freely and act freely.
In the busy world of today we can
observe that a major portion of students
belong to the first category. Instead
of just leaving our younger generation
developing into  the  “book-worm™
category, we will have to compare the
assets and liabilities of these two types
to make a better generation.

In the case of the first category it
is true that-they study well and pass
eXaminations. But in many instances
we find that their education has not
given them sufficient preparation for
“life” and they end up with domestic
troubles, and at times, with problems
in their work place too. All that is
because they have not had a broad-
based education. It is very difficult
to get the first type of students to
participate even in activities such as
attending lectures on electronics, etc
which are connected wth their studies.
They attribute their weakness for not
being able to participate, to the fact

*

*

that they will be missing some of their
private tuitions. They do not think
of the wide knowledge they gain by
learning these things.

There is a wrong belief that students
who engage themselves in sports and
games cannot study well. They may
not be able to get the very best of results.
It is because, as we know they spend
quite a lot of their precious time on the
sports fields in the evenings and thereby
lose their time which they would have
otherwise devoted to studies. But, for
a wise student participation in games
proves to be an asset rather than a
liability in progressing with his studies.
“A healthy mind is a healthy body™
is an old saying, but full of meaning.
For the time they lose, they gain some-
thing more tangible and worthwhile.
Such sterling qualities as  tolerance,
forebearance, patience, give and take
attitude, team spirit, sense of co-opera-
tion and responsibility and the like are
learnt more on the sports field than
within the four walls of the classrdom.

So, a wise student participates in
games and at the same time does not
neglect his studies. We have a number
of examples among our own college
students who did very well participate
in games and sports and yet did enter
the University and finish their studies
very creditably. So if anyone of us
belongs to the first category of students;
let him wean himself from that faulty
belief and go forward to make a diligent
use of both studies and games and
make himself a “‘real-man”

-
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TOURISM IN SRI LANKA
V. Nimalendra—11 A

Sri Lanka is a small country with
a large and cherished cultural and
historical background. According to
the known history, we have had a
civilisation dating back to two to three
thousand years. The government has
spent a large sum of money to know
the historical evidence of the past civilis-
ation. Much effort is made to promote
the modern industry of tourism. In
the last decade a Ministry of Tourism
has been set up because the government
realised the potentiality of earning
foreign exchange by promoting tourism.
The old view held by the government
that money could be carned by tourism
without capital investment had failed,
Therefore it has set up government
confrolled tourist houses, maintaining
and preserving places of tourist import-
ance. They have set up a department
of tourism with a director, officers and
tourist guides. Tourist information and
propoganda has been made available
through our foreign embassies. This
step has provided many benefits for
the tourists of Europe and America
who are willing to see our scenic beauty
and natural wonders at their own
high expence.

The bird sanctuary of Kumana, the
natural parks of Yala and Wilpattu, the
rose gardens of Hakgala, the historical
ruins of Anuradhapura and Polanaruwa
the sandy beaches of Hikkaduwa and
Pasicuda, the hot springs of Kinniya,
the singingfish of Batticaloa, the Adams
"peak and the surrounding tea gardens
have brought in a large influx of tourists
to our country.

In order to meet the increasing
number'of tourists, Sri Lanka has started
the national carrier services by creating
a pational airline company and have
transport agreements with mnatiopal

carriers of other countries. It has also
links with tourist clubs of UK and West
Germany and their travel clubs have
contributed to the development of
tourist industry by arranging package
and chartered tours. Such travel clubs
have brought in considerable number
of tourists last year and the year before
and a larger number is expected this
year.

A significant feature of the tourist
industry is that Srilanka has become a
member of many world travel clubs
i. ¢ PATA. The purpose of these clubs
is to promote tourist travel, arrange
package tours, charter flights and
arrange hotel  accomodation.  This
facilitates the easy movement of people
from one country to another and that
is tourism.

In the last decade we have made
great strides and our tourist potential
is really great. The hotel accomoda-
tion of this country is very limited and
considered expensive by world standards
and our President and the Minister of
State have made reference to the very
high charges levied by our hotels. When
they addressed the travel associations
last year, they expressed a fear that
such factors might decrease the inflow
of tourists and affect our tourist in-
dustry.

Sri Lanka is fortunate to earn
large sums of foreign exchange, because
of its geographical position and natural
beauty. Some critics feel that tourist
industry is interfering with our culture
and corrupting our people. This sort
of influence can be controlled by govern-
ment by taking adequate precautionary
measures that do not affect tourist

industry on terms of foreign exchange
earnings.
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THE VALUE OF TELEVISION
C. R. Uthayavannan—10 C

Television has today become the
most important media for the broad-
casting of news and views from all
parts of the world. It has become
very important and popular in the last
few years, and in Sri Lanka within the
last year or so

Wherever one goes in Sri Lanka to-
day one can see the television antennas
on the roofs. !

Television has begun to play a
more important part than news papers
radio and films combined.

In Sri Lanka the L.T.N., and Rupa-
vahini have begun transmitting interest-
ing and important programmes for all

* *

classes of people. Recently one could
see the entire ceremony of the opening
of the Parliament at Sri Jeyawardena-
pura with all the pomp and pagaentry.
We willbeable to listen to the speeches
made by the President, Prime Minister
and other members of parliament. The
programmes for school children will be
of immense value to studies. We can
see the British Prime Minister, hear her
speeches and also international scenes
of war and peace, almost the next day
or even on the same day.

The television is becoming the
most important and the most valuable
means of education to one and all.

*

THE GAME | LIKE MOST
S. M. David—9 C

I play a number of games such
as Cricket, Foot-ball, Volley-ball, Bad-
minton, Hockey and Basket-ball. Of
all these games [ like the game of Basket-
ball most. There are many reasons
why T like this game most.

First of all, it is a ‘danger free’
game. There is no room for rough
play or body-contact in this game.

NPT PP PP PP PGP P PGB I PGP PGP AP P PT

Therefore you can play this game with-
out any fear of being injured.
Secondly, since this game is a ‘fast
game’ and played on ‘time basis’ you
get the best of exercise within a very
short time. -
Thirdly. it helps to build stamina
and endurance. For these reasons I

like this game most.

e o o e gt o

CRICKET FIXTURES IN JAFFNA

Mr. Wilkes and the Jaffna Central College were considerably responsible for
creating a greater interest in cricket in Jaffna. The College team trained by him
was highly proficient in the game and acquitted itself creditably in matches against
the Colleges and teams. Inter-Collegiate fixtures were not organised at the time,
but friendly matches with St. John’s College were almost annual events. Matches
were also frequently played with quite a number of scratch teams got together by
local cricketing enthusiasts, among whom might be mentioned the names of Mr.
A, E. Geddess and Mr, Vancuylenberg,

. CentralCentenary p.77
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MY MOTHER LAND
S.Sabeel -8 A

My mother land is Sri Lanka. It
is surrounded by the Indian ocean. My
mother land is called “The Pearl of the
Indian Ocean”. If has a  tropical
climate. My mother land is a beautiful
island. Tt is very close to India, joined
by a line of sand banks and rocks called
the Adam’s bridge. My motherland
covers about twenty-five thousand
square miles. The distance from north
to south is two hundred and seventy
miles.

There are nine Provinces in Sri
Lanka. The capital of Sri Lanka is
Colombo. It is in the western Province.
It is the biggest town in SriLanka. It
has many big buildings. The old
parliament is situated in the heart of
Colombo city. The new parliament is
being constructed at Kotte. Our Pre-
sident is Mr. J. R. Jayawardene. Our
Prime Minister is Mr. R. Premadasa.

There is a big railway station in
Fort. There are beautiful sceneries
in my mother land.  The highest
mountain is  Pidurutalagala. The
longest river is the Mahawali Ganga.
There are many beautiful mountains
in the up country. There are water
falls too. In the up country Nuwara-
Eliya is the most beautiful town. The
biggest airport is at Katunayake.

*

*

Our main exports are tea, rubber
and coconut. Hikkaduwa is a tourist
holiday camp. Many tourists visit my
mother land and they say that it is a
Paradise. The ever green fea bushes
in the up country and the palm fringed
shores on the sea-side of our country
attract the tourists from all over the
world. My country is well known for
its precious stones, ivory and elephants.
When many tourists visit my mother
land, we get much foreign exchange.
There are two large national parks.
They are the Yala and the Wilpatu.

Jaffna is in the Northern Province.
It is a beautiful place, close to the sea-
side.

There are many communities in
my mother land. They are the Sinha-
lese, Tamils, Muslims and Burghers.
The religions are Buddhism, Hinduism,
Christianity -and Islam.- The Sinhalese
form the majority. The Tamils form
the second majority.

Colombo is the main harbour in
Sri Lanka. There are leading foreign
banks in Colombo. Trincomalee has
a natural harbour. 1 love my mother
land very much.

*

MY BEST FRIEND
K. Vijayashankar—3 A

I have a number of friends, both
in and out-side the school. Of them all,
Rajah is my best friend. He studies
with me in grade 8. He sits near me
in class. He is a good natured boy.
He is quiet in class and very keen about
his studies. All the teachers like him
very much. Though he often becomes
first in class, he is never proud.

We always play together and share
the sweets and chocolates that we get.
Some fimes he comes home to play
with me, and at other times I go to his

place to play with him. We have the
same likes and dislikes. So we Very
seldom disagree nor quarrel.

His favourite hobby is picture
collecting. My favourite hobby 00 18
picture collecting. So we share the
pictures that we collect. We are very
much devoted to each other.

“A friend in need is a friend in
deed”. As the proverb goes he is a
real “friend in need” On many occa~
sions he has helped me out of didiculties
both big and small.
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MY BIRTHDAY PARTY
K. Gnanakanthan—7 B

I was born on 20th Dec. 1969.
My twelveth birthday fell on December
20th.

My sister made all arrangements
to celebrate the day on a grand scale.
Two days prior to my birthday, she
started cleaning and decorating the
house and baking cakes for the day.
She prepared pudding ice-cream, vadai,
ludu, patties etc.,to be served to visitors.
My mother bought a fine shirt and
trouser for me to wear on that day.
My father bought me a pair of shoes.
I invited my friends, relatives and neigh
bours for the party.

The party started at 4 p.m. I cut
the cake and all assembled there greeted
me “Happy birthday to you” and

*

*

wished me a long and prosperous life.
Then my sister took all the guests into
the garden. She and her friends served
delicious dishes with cake and Sweets
to the visitors. All of them enjoyed
the dishes and the ice-cream.

Then my father presented me an
Oxford English  Dictionary as my
birthday present. My mother present-
ed me with a gold ring. My sister
gave me a pen. My friends, relatives
and neighbours gave me many valuable
gifts. .

At six o’clock the party came to an
end. All wished me once again and
bade me good-bye. I thanked  all
those who were present at the party.
That day is a memorable day in my
life.

MY HOBBY =

T. Umashankar—7 B

Of all the hobbies 1 like, stamp-
collecting is the best. I spend my leisure
tme collecting stamps. I have a large
album for affixing the stamps. Stamp
collecting is a very useful hobby. It
amuses us during our leisure hours.
It increases our knowledge of other
countries, their leaders, their fauna and
flora and their events of importance.

I am a keen philatelist. I have
stamps of almost all the countries in
the world. 1 collect stamps of my
country and send some of them to

stamp collectors in other countries
and they send me stamps in exchange.
I began collecting stamps when I was
nine years old and now I have nearly
a thousand Ceylon and six hundred
foreign stamps. These stamps are of
different kinds and values.

I spend a good sum of money in
buying stamps from stamp-dealers. T
know that thisis a very expensive hobby.
But I trust some day I shall be lucky to
come across a stamp of great value.
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MY CLIMB TO ADAM'S PEAK
N. Ravindran—5 A

During our April holidays my
parents and 1 visited my uncle’s house
in Hatton. My uncle took us to Nalla
Thannt by bus. From there we started
climbing Adam’s Peak to see the
famous foot-step of Lord Shiva. The
distance to the top is four and a half
miles. We rested in many places and
had our short eats and drinks,

As we climbed higher and higher
we felt very cold. We reached the

Y *

top early in the morning to see the
sun rising. Oh! what a beautiful sight
it was. The clouds almost touched me
and 1 felt quite happy to be in the hill
top. I saw other mountains, valleys
and rivers and the town below looked
very small. People come to worship
from all over the places. We  too
worshipped at the temple and returned
home. Sure, I will never forget this
lovely trip to Adam’s Peak.

*

BROWNY

N, Sivaharan—4 B

Browny is my pet dog. He is
brown and white in colour. He has
long ears and black eyes. He has a
bushy tail. I give him bones, meat
and” tice to eat. He is very fond of
eating bones and drinking milk.

-
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1 bathe Browny twice a week. I
take him for a walk daily. Sometimes
I play with him. Browny is a good
watch-dog. He barks at strangers. He
is a bull dog. He is very faithful. I
like Browny very much.

*

i LOVE BOOKS
I. Sutharsan—4 B

I love to read books. 1 have a
good collection of books. My parents
buy me these books. Some I got as
presents for my birthday.

I love to read "Ambuli'—mama”
“Chanda-mama” and “Ratna-bala’’.
The stories are Very interesting to read.

ccCs

They are religious stoties. Some stories
are very helpful for my classwork. 1
also have Indian books with comics.
Tarzan picture books come in series. 1
hope to read more and more books.
I invite my friends to my little library.
My friends call me a Book-wortm.
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CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS OF THE °‘PERCIVAL SCHOOL’

A Public Meeting in connection with the Centenary Celebrations was held on
Saturday, 1st June 1935 in the College Hall. . ..Rev. P. T. Cash, M.A., B.Sc., (Lond.)
Principal, presided....Mr. Sam Seevaratnam, one of the Joint Secretaries of the
Old Boys Association read a summary of the history of the College during the last one
hundred years. . ..(Extracts:....This School was founded in 1817 on the present
sitt—then an Orphan House and Lutheran Church—Rev. Frederick Webster, Prin-
cipal from 1879 to 1881, introduced cricket to Jaffna for the first time in 1881....
During his— Rev. W. T. Garret, B.A—frst furlough, 1894-95, Rev. Gabriel Leese
acted for him. Rev. Leesc may be remembered for having introduced Football
first to Jaffna). ... The Centenary dinner ....was held in the Rigg Hall....On the
3rd day of the celebration, Sunday June 2nd, a special Service was held at St. Peter’s

- Methodist Church. ...The Centenary Celebrations commenced on the 31st May
with the Inter House Athletic Sports Meet at 3.00 in the afternoon. The finals of
some of the events were worked off on the 29th and 30th....A Tennis tournament
was held during the Celebrations between Old Boys and the Staff of Central College.
A fancy dress football Match was played on the College grounds on Monday morning.
Before the match commenced the two teams marched round the town, along with
the College boys and old boys to the accompaniment of the band music. . . .Old Boys
Vs. Present Boys Cricket Match was played on Saturday morning. ...The Centenary _
Cele;b;g.tion of the Jaffna Central College came to a close on Monday afternoon. An
exhibition of School work was held at 3.00 p.m...This was followed by the Principal’s
‘At Hom?’ to Old boys and friends. . -The days programme was finally brought to
a close WI_th a free_mrt. -+ A feature of the celebrations was ths beautiful multi-
colop.re_ illumination of the College frontage and the Principal’s bungalow with

-eleetric jets. The Central, 1935.pp78-91
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JORDON BLOCK

On 25th September,

1908, much to the joy of numerous old boys and friends the

foundation stones were «well and truly laid” for the magnificent two-storeyed edifice

the present Assembly Hall.

Rev. G. J. Trimmer laid the first stone on behalf of

the Missionary Committee and the North Ceylon Wesleyan District. Other stones
representing donations of Rs.250 and upwards were then laid by the following:..
Mis, Trimmer on behalf of W. Jordon, Esqr—a friend of the Mission and a donor .

Central Centenary. p. 19
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CASH BLOCK

Rev. Pg:rcy T. Cash arrived in Ceylon in 1906..0n the 12th May 1922, Rev. Percy
T. Cash B.A. (Hons) B.Sc., arrived in Jaffna, Ceylon and assumed the Principalship
of Jaffna Central College. .He made Tamil, which then was taught only up to the

fifth standard, a compulsory subject throughout the school.
"*7as a classical langunage. . . .Wyj@jng for the expanding needs of the

He introduced Sanskrit

College, Mr. Cash canvassed a Home Committee Grant of Rs. 25,000 and with an
Old Boys collection of Rs. 8,000, he put up the second two-storeyed block now known
as ‘Cash Block’. ...By 1930, Mr. Cash, with the help of the Home Committee put
up the two-storeyed Hostel Block for accomodating more hostellers. .. .During his

*third furlough in 1939, M. Cash retired from service after seventeen years of devoted
 labour of love for the youths of J affna.

The Central 1935. p. 63-66
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ADVANCED LEVEL SCIENCE UNION

Patron science. With this end in view our
Principal Union has organised debates, quiz
Vice Patror programmes and discussions.
Mr. T. Nagaratnam ; Commemorating the Silver Jubilee
Mrs. M. Moorthy of the Science Union we celebrated the
President “Science Eve” social on 11th November
J. V. Patrick 1981 Mﬂd scale. g
Sec"emr;‘f Our special thanks go to S.
M. Sujendran Thayalan, one time secretary of the
Treasurer Union for his sincere inducements to
B. Jeyaseelan get this year’s social on a grand scale to
Vice President commemorate the Silver Jubilee of the
S. P. Pragash Science Union.
Asst. Secretary We had the priviledge of being
W. Ranaraiah addressed by several guest speakers
o i Sras g g oL e L
The aim of our Science Union 1s
to promote interest in science among The highlights of this year’s activi-

all students. In keeping with this aim, ties were the debates with the students
the Committee Thas done its best in the of the A.L. Science Union of Vembadi
current year to create interest in science Girls’ High School and Chundikuli

by organising .various programmes. Girls” College.
Union meetings were held fortnight- Our sincere thanks are due to our

ly on Wednesdays. These meetings Principal, Vice Patrons and the Office
served as a medium for our members Bearers for their help and guidance.
to show their talent and widen their M. Sujendran
knowledge and skills in the field of Secretary

CENTENARY BLOCK

rI'"he College having completed its 100th year, wanted to celebrate the occasion in a fit
ting manner. The Old Boys rallied round their Alma Mater and at their Association
meetings, both at Jaffna and Colombo, unanimously decided to put up a CENTEN-
ARY MEMORIAL BUILDING to be associated with it the name of Messrs. J. K:-
Chanmugam and S. A. Edward, who as head of Jaffna Central and Kilner, had done
so much for the cause of education in Jaffna... The Stone-laying Functi,on for, the
Chanmugam-Edward CENTENARY MEMORIAL BLOCK was held on the 5th
February, 1937 at 4.00 p.m. The Stone-laying was preceded by a public meétiug in the
C()Il_e;ige;i Quadrangle. Mr, E. T, Eyson, M.A., C.C._S_.;_ Goﬁrhﬁiéﬁfl&éﬁt, N. P.
presided, 3

The Central. 1940 p. 36 and 1937 p, 35
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SMITH

BLOCK

Rev. C. A. Smith and Mr. W. G. Spencer joined the staff in 1930. Rev.
Smith during the four years he stayed at Central threw himself whole-heartedly
into the work of the school . Rev. Smith had a very high sense of duty and «consi-

dered no work below his dignity.

Of late Central has taken shape from a mass of old broken down rooms

and sheds, she has grown into regular

well-planned buildings standing  prominent

along Front Street vieing with her neighbours--the Municipal Buildings, the Courts

of Law and the clock tower., From one
of Vembady Road, the campus

and buildings of Central stand out.

end of Chapel street to the other end
We have

even migrated up to the clock tower along Vembady Road. The Vision of present

Central was born in the mind of its

architect, the Rev. Clarence A. Smith. To

. him Jaffna Central owes 2 debt of gratitude.

Central Centenary p.171 and The Central 1955 p. 24
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\

Patron

Principal
Vice Patron

Mr. N. Rasaratnam
President

J. R. Pillainayagam
Secretary

S. Sivaseyon
Treasurer

T. Balakumaran
Vice President

R. A. J. Mariampillai
Asst. Secretary

M. R. Manivannan s
This Union is an enthusiastic and

energetic body comprising of about .350
members. It held its weekly meetings
on Friday and they served the members
as a medium to display as well as expand
the individual talent, intellect, skills in
arts and other spheres and widen the
scope for future well being and stable
life. Debates, Quiz programmes, discus-

ADVANCED LEVEL STUDENTS’ UNION

sions and entertainments were organised
with other Girls’ and Boys’ schools and
carried out with great success and com-
mendations from the Heads of ‘schools
and patrons.

Through a Union program it col-
lected funds which were used to enhance
the stock of the Union’s crockery -and
cutlery. The 29th Annual Dinner was
held on 14th Feb, 1981. Hon. Mr.
Abdul Majeed, Deputy  Minister of
Power & Energy, an old boy, graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest. ;

The Union sincerely thanks our
Principal—Patron, Vice Patron & the
Office Bearers for their  unstinted
cooperation, guidance and encourage-
ment in all our activities. It also
remembers with gratitude all the schools
for the ardent co-operation they extended
for our well being.

S. Sivaseyon _
Secretary
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PERCIVAL HOUSE

Senior House Master
Mr. K. Kandasamy

House Captain
B. Saravanapavan

Athletic Captain

K. Nandakumar
Secretary

R. A. J. Mariampillai
Treasurer

M. Tharmananthan

At the Annual Inter House Athletic
Meet although we obtained the third
place we are proud that Mas. Ramesh-
waran won the Championship for the
under 14 group. The following mem-
bers of our House took part in the
Athletic Meet and sccured a good
number of st and 2nd places:
B. Saravanabawan K. Nandakumar
V.P.Prahalathan M. Tharmananthan
A. Nandakumar 8. Noriskumar
R. Ravirajah R. Logendran
I. Hemachandran A. Ramesh
The following members of our

House took part in the college teams.

Cricket 1st XI—V. P. Prahalathan,
R. Mahinda, A. Jonaly

V. Prahalathan faired very succ
essfully in the “Big Match”.
Soccer Ist XI—V. P. Prahalathan,
R. A. J. Mariampillai, A. Jonaly

Here too V. P. Prahalathan excelled
himself as “The Best” and was selected
to represent the Jaffna District Team.

Basket—Ball V. P. Prahalathan,
P. Varathalingam, R. A. J. Mariampiilai

Board of Prefects

" R. A. J. Mariampillai, K. Balendran,

R. Raveendran, V. Sangaran, S.Pragash,
K. Kaventhiran, V. P. Parahalathan

R. A. J. Mariampillai functioned as
Vice-President of the A.L Union and
S. P. Prakash was the Vice-President of
the Science Union.

Finally, our thanks are due to our
master in charge Mr. K. Kandasamy
for his able and prudent guidance.

R. A. J. Mariampiliai
Secretary

CKWOOD HOUSE

It is rarely that one hears in Ceylon of benefactors of the calibre of the

ate “Willie Rajaratnam Rockwood”, “Willie” Rockwood himself was an
boy of Royal College, but his father the
was one of our most distinguished alumni and studied under Dr.
great scholar and founder of Central..
ed us to inform the Governing Body of the College,

old

late Dr. W. G. Rockwood, M. D.,

Percival, a

“The late Mr. W. R. Rockwood wish-
on his death, that the - -

desire to mark his own appreciation of the advantages he and other members
of his family have gained as a result of the education imparted to his Ffather
the late Dr. William Gabriel Rockwood, M. D., by the College during the late
father’s boyhood and to make his own contrlbutmn towards the assistance Ch-
ristian Schools in Ceylon will require in the future”.. A great gift by a great
man for a great cause. |
The Central 1945, p.2 “
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ROMAINE HOUSE

Senior House Masters
M. S. Sivapragasaim
vir. T. Nagaratnain

House Captain
Y. Selvakumar

Athletic Captain

N. Theivigan
Secrefary

J. R. Pillainayagam

Treasurer

B. Jeyaseelan
Drill Sqad Leaders

R. Balaskanthan

S. Janageswaran

R. Asohan

V. Vimalesan
Cricket Captain

V. Thilakesan
Soccer Captain

P. Vijayaranjan
Badminton Captain

T. Thiruketheeswaran
Bas! et Ball Captain

S. Selventhiraraj
Hockey Captain

K. Dashananth
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WILKES HOUJSE

Senior House Master

Mr, C. Kesavarajan
House Captain

J. V. Patrick
Athletic Captain

K. Umasuthan
Secretary

R. Sarvendraii

Treasurer |

A. Thavasethy
March Past Leaders

M. Sivapalan

S. Devakumar
Cricket Captain

S. Vijekumar
Soccer Captain

M. Ranjit
Badminton Captain

J. Kiritharan
Basket Ball Captain

V. Sutharsan

Hockey Captain
Asok Ravindran
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| WILKES ON CRICKET
“In the bad old days of my first term, the rule seemed to be that schools waited
till they had a team that was likely to win and began issuing challenge. It can be-
said of the Centralites that they never shirked a challenge.” *“In the early days;
our cricket matches were played on turf and often towards the end of the game the
pitch was bumpy and dangerous. It required courage to stand up to fast bowling
consequently scores ruled smaller and bowling feats were not uncommon. Severai
of these stand to the credit of L. R. Alexander who was regarded as a ‘terror’ . '

Central centenary p. 77 .
~
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BULLOUGH HOUSE

Senior House Master
Mr. A. Sinnathamby -

House Captain
M. R. Manivannan

Athletic Captain
A. Sabathiran

Secretary
N. Sivananthan

Treasurer
T. Balakumar

March Past Leader
A. Mohaneswaran

Cricket Captain
K. Soundrarajah

Soccer Captain
W. Ranarajah
Badminton Captain
M. N. Kirubarajah
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HOUSE SYSTEM
The House System in its present form was also organised under the guidance
of Mr. Cash in 1923. The College was divided into four houses—Pervical, Romaine,

Wilkes, Bullough, and were assigned colours as follows.

Percival—purple, Romaine--

chocolate, Wilkes—blue and Bullough—gold. This system brings the masters into
more intimate touch with the pupils, provides means of rousing healthy competition
among groups of students and offers opportunities to discover and encourage their

talents.
are gr

The House Socials, Concerts and Annual Inter-House Sports Competitions
eat occasions for the youths to display their diverse talents, to develop interest
and enthusiasm and to cultivate the spirit of loyalty.

Central Centendry p.133
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SCOUT - TRSOP

: PRESIDENT'S SCOUTS 1981
S. Saravanabhavan

and

- A Thiruketheeswaran S. Jeyam T.: Asohan
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TAMBER COMMEMORATION BLOCK

Mt G. W. Tamber, who leftin 1909 to take up law, returned to the College in 1913..
The death of Mr. G. W. Tamber in 1932, almost on the eve of retirement removed
from Central a link with the past and a teacher wio had loyally served the Institution
for a period of thirty-five years, Mr. George Washington Tamber was born on
4th January 1873 and received his education at Central waere his fatner, Mr. Pailip
Tamber, was a teacher Tor many years..He continued as a teacner in the middie
forms of the College till the time of his death. . He was at n1s best in nis distory classes .
During the first year, two—W. A. V. Sinnathamby and A. E. Tamber—out of the
three students presented were successful in the Inter-Science Examination..lne all-
~ round success of the Old Boys brought honour to the alma mater. .Messes. W, G.
Spencer, V. Navaratnam, K. Vaithianatnan, V.M. Asaipitla, A.wW.R. wldatiyaganam,
J. C. Chanmukam, W. A. V, Sinnathamby and A. E. famoer aiso ootataed tne 8.5C
degree of London during this period.

Mr. A. E. Tamber had served the school in various capeities for a Iperiod of 42 years.
He joined the school as a teacher in 1922. He had become Vice-Princtpal 1 193/, e
\%a_s. Principal of the school from 1962 to 1964. He joined toe scnool as a student

" A IR : :
Central Centenary. p. 97, 173-4, 127, 141-2 and The Central. 1965, p. 108
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D. P. NILES

FIRST TAMIL TO BE PRINCIPAL

Rey. E. Rigg, who was also Chairman at th= time called the Rev. D.P. Niles,
who was then stationed at Point-Pedro to come and take charge of the school,

It was an old sphere of labour for Mr.
he had served at Central before, for te
and Vice - Principal

Niles, for, as has already bcen mentioned,
n years (1869 — 1878) both as
and now he was back again.. When the cricis came in

Principal

1886, and Mr. Niles was called to Central, he was appointed Principal of the

College and was in full charge till things began to
retired  from Central in 1897...... Mr. D. T. Niles passed the B. D,

right themselves.. Mr. Niles
Examination

(of Serampore) in the First Class and was awarded the George Howell’s Uni-

versity Prize for History of Religions, the Highfield Greek Testament

the Alexander Scripture prize.

Frize and

Few schools in Ceylon can_ boast of having produced their own_Principals

and today Jaffna Central Collegé is proud in having an Qld ‘Boy in the person
of the Rev. D. T. Niles, as its Principal. A Doctor of Theology and a Philosophy

Honours graduate of London University, D. T. Niles’

connection with Central

dates from the sixties of the last Century.
Central Centenary. p. 46, 58, 59, 163 and The Central 1955 p. 27,
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Mr. J. M. Selvadurai, Retired Hostel Warden cum Librarian was the Chief Guest
at the Hostel Day Dinner. Principal is addressing the Hostellers.

HOSTEL PREFECTS
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RIGG HALL HOSTEL BLOCK

By about 1889, the numbers

in the College as well as
had so increased that the old buildings were found inadequate. .

in the hostel
Hence the

Hostel was shifted to the buildings adjoining St. Paul's.. It was at this time

Mr. Niles named the Hostel “Rigg Hall”, ia honour of the

Rev. Edmund

Rigg.. As Teacher, Principal and Chairman, the Rev. Edmund Rigg was closely
associated with Central and it remembers him as the man in whose memory

its Hostel is named.

Gl @i 7]

(Central Centenary. p. 49,53
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Princival
Mr. N. 8. Rathinasingham

Deputy Principals

Mr. V. Balasuntharam
Mr. R.K.Rajasenan till Feb.
Mr. A. Sinnathamby

Supervisor: Middle School
Brevt Lt Col K. Balendra
Supervisor: Lower School

Mr. T. Kanagalingam

Tutorial Staff

Mr. S. Kumariah

Mr. N. Rasaratnam

Mr. C. Kesavarajan

Mr. R. Vethanayagam
Mr. K. Ganeshamany
Mt. V. Ayathurai

Mr. M.M.S. Abdul Cader
Mr. M. Pavanandan

Mr. V. Umapathisivam

Mr. M. Jeyaratnam

Mr. K. Abraham Lincoln
Mr. S. Mahalingam

Mr. A. M. Dayvid

Mr. V. Villavarayan
Mr. P. K. Balasingam
2/Lt. T. Nagaratnam
Mr. S. Philipnery

Mr. A. K. Ponnuchamy

COLLEGE SFTAFF 198i

B.A. (London), First Class Secondary Trained,
Teacher Counsellor Certificate

B.Sc. (Ceylon)
B. Sc. (Hons.) Zoology (Madras)
B.A.(Madras) Dip.Ed. (Ceylon) S.L.E.S. Grade V

First Class Secondary Trained

First Class Tamil Trained,
First Class Teachers’ Certificate

B.A. (Calcutta)

B.A. (Ceylon), Dip.Ed. (Sri Lanka)

B.Sc. (Ceylon), Dip.Ed. (Ceylon) Ve
B.Sc. (Madras) ’

B.Sc. (Madras)

B.A. (Madras), Dip.Ed. (Ceylon) ——
B.A. (Ceylon), Dip.Ed. (Ceylon)

B.A. (Ceylon), First Class Special Mathematics

Trained, Dip.Hindu Civilization (Sri Lanka)

B.A. (Ceylon), Dip. Hindu Civilization (Sri Lanka)
Dip.Ed. (Sri Lanka)

First Class Vocational Trained

First Class Special Science Trained

First Class Special Mathematics Trained

First Class Special English Trained, . -
Teachers’ Certificate in Physical Education
B.Sc (Ceylon)

First Class Special Science Trained

B.Sc. (Ceylon)

First Class Special Mathematics Trained
First Class Tamil Trained, Bala Pundit



Mr. K. Kandasamy
Mr. M. A. M. Basheer
Mr. K. Yogavanam
Mr. S..Sivapragasam

Mr. E. S. Tambiah
Mr. K. Somasegaram

Mr. K. Ragunathan

Mr. G. J. Sabanathan

Mr. N. Sambasivam

Mr. S. Balasubramaniam

Mr. V. Sivanesan

Mr. C. Dayaladeva

Mr. C. V. Rajendran

. Narendran

. A} V. Loganathan
# A. M. Moorthy

Mrs. M. Ponniah

s ﬁrs. L. Selvaratnam

Mrs. V. A. Selliah

Mrs. A. Sivapragasam
Mrs. M. Thirunavukarasu
Mrs. B. Thangavel

Miss P. Chelliah

F 4

Mrs. R. Balasubramaniam
Mrs. P. Somalingam

Mus. S. Singaravel

Mrs. P. Rudra

Miss A. Victoria

Mrs. S. Sivarajah

First Class Special Commerce Trained

First Class Special Science Trained

First Class Special Science Trained

Fine Arts Special Trained, Drawing Teacher
Certificate, Dip. Art

Teachers’ Certificate in Physical Education

First Class Special Handicraft Trained,

First Class English Teachers’ Certificate in Drawing
First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Spzcial English Trained

B.Dev.Stu. (Hons), Special Commerce Trained
First Class Spzcial Science Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Special Science Trained, Prefect of Games
English Teachers Certificate
Agriculture Trainee

Agriculture Trainee

B.Sc. (Madras)

B.A. (Ceylon)

First Class Secondary Trained
First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Special Commerce Trained,
Higher Commerce Certificate

First Class Special English Trained
First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained



-3
Mrs. S. M. Sheriff Special.AgriCuifure Trained
Mrs.A.Balachandramoorthy First Class Special English Trained

Mrs. V. M. Arulnayagam  First Class Special English Trained

Mrs. S. Pushpanathan Special Art Trained

Miss A. K. Thamotheram ~ A.C.T.L. (London)

Mr. U. Ragupathy B.Sc. (Sri Lanka)

Mr. P. Ganeshan B.Sc. (Sri Lanka)

Mr. S. Paramasamy First Class Tamil Trained

Mr. N. Yogarajah till Aug. .B.Sc. (Sri Lanka)

Librarian
Mr. K. Manickavasagar S.S.C. English, Library Science Certificate

Office Staff ;

Mr. S. Alagarajah . “Chief Clerk
Mr. G. Benedict Accounts Clerk
Mr, S. Kumarasamy Hostel Warden

. M W. D. Palis
Mr. S. Paramanathan
Mr. M. Annamalai

Laboeratory Attendents /—' .

Mr. M. J. Thevathas N
M. P. Ganeshamoorthy \
Mr. V. Sivaloganathan - A
Ground Boy Mr. V. Kandiah 5 Ve
‘Watcher Mr. K. Maruthapillai
Relief Watcher Mr. V. Arumalingam

= L

“CENTRAL'S FLAG MUST NEVER BE LOWERED .
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How different is our experience now from the experience of those who lived.
in a more, leisured age when journeys were conducted at the rate of five miles
an hour, when Education Codes were unknown, waen scierice had not yel ~un-
rolled her ample page, rich with the spoils of time,” and laboratories were aot
even thought of, when the pressing competition of an area crowded with schools
was not yet, when strange and new systems of thought had not to be considered
and reckoned with. - :

- Let. the gmaf world spin  Jor ever

IAAAL Down the ringing greves of change.
| : Percy T. Cash

/

Ceniral Centenary. p. vii
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