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SWA

At the Post Ofiice Counter
Office ——1ls He fit
Training Grounds—

OMEBODY had it put in an
Eoglish newspaper. Or il
was 1 o book printed in England.
"herefore, it acquired the poterey of
“high antbority " And, some
local imbecile quoted it What?
This—the question is not whether
the people are prepared or mot for
salf-government, but it 1is rather
why it is being withheld from theu"
The patient may be prepared Or
ot for the operation, but he must
nodergo it! The hat way or iay
hot fit the head, but it must put it
onl The soil may or may not be
ready for the seed, but we must
sow all the same!! The andience
“may or may unob be fiv to naderstand
& word of psychotherapy, bub the
Jecture must be delivered! The boy
gy be fit or not fit to sit for the
examination, but sit he must!! Eo
“alsp, whetherwe are fit or nob fit for
self;.gm'etnmeut we must have 1tll!
And do what with it??

At the Post Oifice Counter

The time is 1045 a m. The
place is  the postoffice inquiry
‘eounter. A respectable Moorman,
aame vich trader, is rustling u
V. P P. paper as poisily as
he could to attract the attention of
threo Jaffna clerks busy laughing and
| i&hatting by the V. F. P clerk’s table
im full view aof the window aod bhe
muek Msorman. I joined the long-
ﬁﬂ’eﬁng Moor, He had two parcels

0

RAJ?

—PPetiy Tyrants at Post

for Seli-Government?

Contermip! of Court ?

Surely they sheuld not be trusted

with any degres of power,

Is He fit for Self.-Government?

Heate is mora lyranny. A firm in
adidressed cases of card board for send-
ing spoctacles and similar goods to it
for repairs. I had vsed the cases on
many oceazions. The obther cl::.x some
clerk, who apparently has net much
b2 doin the post office, noticed mwy
cardboard addressed ease, and refused
to let it be posted. Tls was polite
enough to send we a verbal message,
“Tell your master fo seal
register it against thefts” In my)|
written reply to him I pointed out that

it and

- had used such cases many times and

added, “[f you don't steal III take the
The
tyrant kept my man waiting till very

risk of Oslombe get steuling,”
vear the List moment and said, " Here,
it is too late now."
who had been duly
wstructed against such eventuality,

take this away,
But my man

affized whe proper stamp and Hong it
on the table and walked away, followed
oy tha echoes of the clelds, “Eh!
Bhi” Is ke fit for self-governmant?
Swaraj?

Training Grounds 3

Thiey #are braioiug-grounds for sell-
village committees are,

He

soveromeink,

gays the pulitical philosapher.

to remova for Rs. $50.87. Mine wag
for Bs. 7.00. The merchant told me

would do well to attend the meetings

of somo of these committess. A young

ha had baen waiting from 1015 a.m i man lately happened to be smoking

I besame moeker than
locked appealingly tow
who happened tu be
epjoying their pleasant talk,

immensely

Petty Tyrants at Post Office

After gome waiting [ mustarad suffi
gient courage to ask, “Please let me
Enow if it i8 already office Eime.” The

b 3 oorman  stepped  back the
counter in dread of my daring. He of
the V. P. P. table asked mo, “what do

To such quintessance

from

you wanb 2
of eourtesy [ eouldn't bhink of saying

‘anything but my first inguiry, 'Please
lat me know if it iz already office|

time,” Clork No. 2, jumped down

from the table where he had  been

geated all the time, cams up %o us andl 106 contempt of court”, The Chair
The three read |mun, hawever, bellowsd his onteary

reaivad our papers.
gur names, raad
" gonpern obviously: for No.
 the counter and said,
dn't know it was you.
ye kept you waiting! I said,

mine  with
2 eame ]

by

Bome | viaws to the

Sorry to

“does not matber who is ab the counkar. asttarianit
Byeryhody s entitled to atbention.” | me matber of the arder to shosOehisa
ow those pabty tyrants ot the post | snded in-smoke,  Now. wasrlmd idibt
-~ plliges are they it for sell-government? | i for sell-government”  Bwaruj. 77

the Mopr, and|a cigar on the bigh road as the V. C,
ards the clerks | Chairman  was on his way to hold

eourt. The greal man stared hard a4
the rude  young man, and harder at
the offending cigar. Bul the voung
| man budged oot one ineh from his
pose of disrespect, and the cigar burn-
ed the brighter, The irale dispenser
af village justice hastened ke the court
mounted the Beneh in high
dadgeon and directed the arrest of the
young man on the road o a charge of
eontempt of eourt !

housa;

‘Contempt Of Court?

The offunder appsarad without his
eigar, and on hls being told of his
i " : J

offence’”, promptly raised legnl abjec:
tions, A sober
ta whisper, " Diareapoct on the rosd is

eouncillor wag beard

fiortor of the assembled

v villaga, .The councillurs began to take

“Bir, we |counsel very audibly, One or two of

[them who had besn geet to be smiling
; must have heard tha young man's
remark, A VL Q capable

id nob al

Whataver did he mean |

Culomb s has supplied costomers with |

MEDIUM OF
' INSTRUCTION

81 Per Cent
Vernacular

THREE ALTERNATIVE
COURSES

‘SLIDING SCALFE’
METHOD

of instruction in
schools  varies according te the
typs of school. For esample; in
verngenlar schools  the medium of
instrmetion is entively Hinhalese or
Tawil. This group of schools in-
¢ludes 51 per cont of all the school-
going children in Ceylon, says the
Director of Bducation in his report
tor 1932,

The medium

In the Bilingual group of schools
he vernacular language s the
medium  of justruction or the first
four or five vears of school lifo,
after which o course of Hnglish s
introduced which is entirely optional
and for which fees are charged.

Sliding Scale.

The third ecourse introduces a
second language (usually ITnglish)
for one peviod a day at the Kinder-
garten stage.. The time given to the
sezond language 13 progressively in-
creaged ench year notil at the end of
the elementary-school course the
mediun of instruction in all subjects
except the vernacular language itself
is Iinglish. This method, koown
ag fihe “sliding scale’ method, has
the advantage of retaining a consider-
able awonnt of instruction through-
out school life in the mother tongue
of the pupils. Its value as contrasted
with the direct method of teaching
Tnglish referved to below is still a
subject of investigation.

In the cose of the third group of
sehools, English schoolsy two
alternative methods are employed in
giving instruetion in the English
lanpunga,

vz,

English Medium,

In the first method pupils begin the
study of English at the earlisst stage
of school lile, and as they must have
a working knowledge of English before
admission, their progress in mastering
the langusge is very rapid.

The gecond method employed i3 a
twa-yeur gpaginl coursa in linglish for
pupils who fransfer Trom  Vernpeular
ar  Billngual sehools to  Hinglish
schools. The pupils who enter this
pourse are approximately 9 years of

ape anid have already received ins-
truetine in thoir own  mother tongue
in  wee peamsry standards.  This

pourae is an intensive one in which the
direet method of teaching a  foreign
langungn is employed. After com-
plating this course, pupils are able to
snter tha ordinary standards of the

the oglish school, in  which tha
medium  of instruckion ia Togligh,
lo the majority of sugh schoola the

vernnoular lanpuages continue to be
tnpght phropsbit the mpper clagass.
Pupils raceaibddt fom ' VertlncudHand
Pilidgia] |sEhoaled ina Ehddl T way Ghan
abtaln o standord equal to (hegn

Indian Musicians
At Rome,

—

THAKUR BROTHERS

Sig. Mussolini Appre-
ciates Their Music.

His Ixcellency the Sionor Mus-
solini invited I’amdit_‘ Oli;ku,rhuthji
Thakur aud Pig. Romeshehandra
Thakuy, the great  Avtista of India,
to perform theiy arf in his pelace.

The Tanditj;

ard his Brother

weat to the Palace and they were|

weleamed

Sis
cordially. g

Iy Mussolini

After some conversation, Prof,
Romesn:_ha_ndm Thakut
show his perfeet art on"Tablatarang™

with skilful varfeties and richuess of | 5

the art. Sig. Mussolini was veally

enchanted and often expressed his|.

delight.

1
When the Panditji was abserded in|

tha desp sentiments of Rag Malkuns,
Sig. Mussolini came nenr to the Pan-
ditji and sat down, en the ground fo
listen to the wonderful musie of [ndia.
and forpot  himself for scmetime.

After finishing the Rag, Panditji open- |
ed his eyes in perfecs silance;and he |
saw the Big. Mussolini near bim say- |
ing heartily “Marvellous, marvellous',

began to d

After finishing the programme, Sig. | 51

Muassolini and his wifs with impres-

sion and solid appreciation, tremted|

the Indian artists to refreshments.

During the conversation Sig. Musso: :

lint askod Panditji:
Rome ?
beautiful

Have you seen

Beautiful Rome and
Marvellous India

Pandilji answered gently withoub
any hesitation: ‘Yes, BRome is a
most most beautiful and wonderfal
place for its new arrangements and
old remaing. Wea wers pleased and
suprised with them, !

eountry in the werld.”
his head.

At widnight, His Excellency and
Her Fxellency accompanied the mmsi-
cians to the doar and shook hands
with them twice with emation, Pan-

ditji and his brother left the palace #

undor n glorious and deep impression.

Pandit Omkarnathji Thakor and
Prof, Romeshchandra Thakur ware

also recsived by H. K. British andf

French Ambassadors to Italy and by
the leading Italian musicians 'a_pa
musical societies. Panditji has gain-
el a very great success in Romes
—“ARE.

france examinntion of a university
about their seventeenth or  éighteenth N

year,

It will be ssen: therefore, -‘fl_h&t'_!ﬂ_ L7
the system of education prgvailing in|

Ueylon the pupils are given the Tollow=
ing ulternative courses: (1) A full

course of elementary instruotion in |

the vernagular languages; (2) a full

course of elementary sinsbruction inf®

the vernacular langunses plus a worl
ing knowletlge of Tuglish; and L—a} n
full vourse of insbruction in English
not merely for pupils whose mother
ongue is Muglish, but for those who

ut the boginning of sehool life have no|

knowledge of that language

How did you likeit? Is iti|re

but I must say |
that India is the most marvellons|
Big. Musso- |
lini agreed with Panditji by shaking |,

sary action in

assistance
will be g
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become the trusled agents of the
abdicated their lawful posilion as
advisers to the Governor. They
were =0 deeply absorbed in
carrying out the behests
Government that they complefely

forgot that they represented the
Council and the people.

The Ministers had forfeited the
confidence of Members as well
as the public. [t is small wonder,
therefore, that members of

%in_;xiﬁ @fym;.

Council joined the popular agita-
tion for reforms. Theiv deli-
berate delay to take action on

Moxpay, JJuse 19, 1333,

the Perera Resolutions threw a
lurid light on (he degeneracy
that had come over the peoples’

THE CENSURE MOTION

—_—i

M. S. W. R. D. BANDARANAIKE
has: added to the debt the public
owe him by his fearless exposure
of the gerions breach of faith
with the people on the part of
Ministers who accepted office
‘under the Dononghmaore constito-
tion only to give it a fair trial

- Introducing his ceasure motion,
- Mpu. BANDARANAIKE tore the masks
off the Ministers and threw a fiood
of light on the moves
and manoceuvres, lo  which
Ministers have resorled, to
assure their own safely io

- Council without imperilling their
popalarity with the people. Al
most from the very beginning, it
was clear that the Ministers
could [oot continue to function
- without surrendering their rights
_ as castodians of the peoples’ in-
{erests. (Jne after the olher
eame in quick succession the
acts of eertification Dby the Gov-
ercor of measures disallowed by
the Council. The truth was
brought home to the pablic that
the Ministers were powerless and
impotent to protect the interests
of the people and suggestions
were made that they shounld quil
their seats and concentrate on
securing the reform of the consti-
tation. Members and Ministers,
‘however, stayed on in the hope
‘that the mueh-talked of good-will
from the Governor would smooth
their way. This was not to be.
“The Governar took umbrage
 under the provisions of the Order-
in-Council and conlinued to floul
considered views of the Coun-
~cil. Finding themselves between
- the devil and the deep sea, the
. Ministers threw themselves into
the arms of the Governor, Mem-
‘bers in Council hegan to grow
susp.cious of the change that had
come over the Ministers. Mem-
bers were not admitted into their
confidence and their opinion was
sought only when it was necessary
tosecure theirsupport to proposals
— that, in open Council, might lead
to differences of opinion and
attract the attention of the public.

If the Governor had set his heart
on & line of action, it was worse
than useless to oppose him, for
he had the power to over-ride the

~  decision of the Council and the
'.‘ Board, and the Governor had
" not hesitated to wuse bhis
| reserve powers as a giant

Every time the Governor in-
tervened with his power of
* gertification, the public grew
clamorous and condemned the
Ministers "and Members. There
‘ wis no way to save themselves
from the Llide of unpopularity
which threatened to overwhelm
them. A motion o reecall the
Governor: was staped o diverl
public altenlion from Minislers
{o the Governor. This moye did

leaders. Only a censure motion
could have awakened them from
the  smug selt-complacency
into whieh the Ministers had
drifted. It was well, therefore,
thal Mg. Banparaxaige should have
introduced his motion impeach-
ing the ceaduct of Ministers.
Had Mg, Basparanaike wished to
be on the good side of the big
ones in the land, be might have
bung up his motion indefinitely
without encountering any protest
from the people. For, the people
of this country have long been
used to witness in the Btale
Couneil brave  words and
threatening gestures leading 1o
no tangible results- All praise,
therefore, be to Mr. BANDARANAIRE
who brushing aside the frowns
of the high and the mighty and
the gentle persuasions of the
crafty, decided to push his maotion
to debate. We are glad that he
did not flinch from his purpose
even though the Congress, of
which he is a distinguished

loyalty.

The motion was lost. Indeed,
no one expected the motion
would go  through., Every

member in Council has his own
personal reason to opposea motion
calenlated tounseat him, Mg Bax-
DARANATKE'S motion, if it did not
succeed in bringing the Ministers
to their senses, or the members
to a better appreciation of their
duty by their electors, was at
least, useful in that it evoked the
assurance of the Leader of the
House that the secret Aemoran-
dom forwarded to the Colonial

Office by the Ministers on
Constitutional Reform  would
see the light of day and

that the recommenditions therein
are not inconsistent with, or op
posed to, the Perera Resolutions.
The statement read out to the
House on the day fixed for the
censure motion was the first offi-
¢ial intimation the Ministers
condescended to give with regard
to the Memorandum hatched in
secret and forwarded to the
authorities behind the back of the
Couneil. This aspect of Ministerial
|conduct constitutes the greatest
betrayal by the Ministers of the
country’s interests. It is not pos-
sible for us to discus the merits
of the proposals favoured by the
Board in the absence of any
knowledge of the contents of the
Memorandum. But one does nol
need to be a prophet to say that
the elfect of the recommendations
will be to counteract and weaken
the representations made on
behalf of the people, The assur-
ance given by the Leader not-
withstanding,—which, let us add,
approximateg in tone, lemper and
substance o the assurance
vouchsated to the people by the
late Sir Hugh Clifford when he
recommended the necessity for the
Bonoughmore  commission g
does nofefeel Lhat the Ministers
'who had at every turn sacrificed
-

Governor'’s Government and had |

of

member, threatened dire penallies |
for the alleged breach of parly|

would go out of their way to dis-
turb an arrangement under which
they are, to say the leasl, prosper- |
ing glorionsly,

The Leader's ‘assurance’ was
intended to take the sting out of
the ecensure motion and the wind
out of the sails of Mr, G. C. 5.
Coria, There is no knowing what
shoals and reefs the Reform Bill
may have to face in its passage
through the Council, And even
when it is safely steered through
wind and weather in Couneil,
whal further difficultios will arise
before the Bill gets to the Statute
Book it is not easy to forecast.
One Lhing, however, is clear. The
reform of the constitution from
within the Council is an impos-
sible task unless the people are
| prepared to accept with becoming
;gr'utilude the reforms doled onl
[to them by the dominant power.
Halfway houses on the road to
Inational freedom have a fatal
linfluence on those who bravely
{walk into the parlour with the
lidea of reforming the constitution
from within, They guecumb to the
fascination exercised by Govern-
ment and mnot infrequent-
ly turn out to be enemies of
the country’s freedom.

|
| We trust Mr, Baxparaxaiks will
\realise the futility of hoping to
win freedom for the country from
within the Council. No country
willingly gives up the power it
has till it feels no longer safe to
refuse do so.

A HOWLING DERVISH

We should not feel disposed to
take seriously the insinuations
and accusations made by the
“Ceylon Free Press”, were it not
for the fact that even in contro-
versy it is necessary 1o keep
(strictly to truth, The abuse may
stand, for biackness in moors
is not reckoned a deformily.
As for the author of the ‘home-
truth;’ well, God made him and let
him pass for a man. In one of
those ridiculous fits of indigna-
tion which the “Free Press” may
well flatler itself to be righteous,
it has thonght fit to take us to
task with regard to some faects
which came under our personal
obsetvation during the early days
of the boycott of Council
What we stated with re-
ference to  the boycott was
neither false nor incorrect. We
repeat that it is the plain, un-
varnished and undyed truth, that
the leaders of the community
decided upon the boycott them-
selves at a conference of the
candidates held on the day
previous to that fixed for nomina-
tions, The Youth Congress had
iresolved to boycott the State
Council elections many months
| befare the date of eleclions, when
the Donoughmore Report was
before the public; if the members
of the Youth Congress were
jubilant over the decision arrived
at the

by candidates, it was
because they felt proud and
happy that their leaders had

endorsed the view taken by the
Congress and not because they
had suceeeded in persuading the

leaders to stand out of the
elections Il is uncharitable, to
say the least; that men like

Mussrs DURAISWAMY, SANDRASEGRA
and BavasincHas, and the olher
candidates, “allowed themselves
to be easily persuaded,”

We are in o position to vouech
fon) [ohe Nt o6 e’ Fetatenad at
that. not one, of the eandidates
considered ' the — possibility — ot

hoycott effective the sugrestion
that none of the candidates who
signed the undertaking to boy-
cott shauld aceept even nominated
seals was approved. If they expect-
ed another opportunity to enter the
Council would they have within
a weel of the boycott held a

the
by
centres

hoyeott?
several
in

and  to affirm
This was followed
meetings at various
| Jaffna where
re-affirmed. In view of the
above facts, is it honest, we ask,
to suggest that the leaders
expected another nomination day?
It 18 said that “‘each one was
doubtful as to the result of a
contest” and therefore, all the
candidates agreed to retire from
the field. We leave it to our
readers to judge the merits of
this propesition.

We do still maintain that
communalism has no founda-

tion 1o fact. We have
TOAROTIR to  helieve that
educated  and intelligent

opinion in the country is with
us, The masses too are with
ns in this view. The communal
attitude of mind® does not
exish ontside the small circle of
mischiel-makers. [tis nobcorrect
to say that “‘the leaders of the
majority community are com-
munalists.”” There may be,
there are, Sinhalese leaders who
somebinies place their own
community before their cono-
try just as there are some
Thamil would-be leaders who
profess to be pafriots because
they shout over the inferests
of the Thamil eommmunity even
at the sacrifice of the country.
There are many Thamil geatle-
mnen who may have reasons to
hate ecertain Sinhalese gentle-
men and vice versa. Bub, the
point for us fo remember is
that neither these “leaders” nor
the gentlemen referred to con-
stitute the entire community
to which they may happen to
belong, Indeed, 1t i3 inevit-
able that members of the two
communities who have to live
side by side as brothers in this
country should haye many
oceasions to love or hake each
other. Thereis no clash between
the two eommunities as such.
The two communities have
been drawn to each ather by
the sacred bonds of eulture,
religion, historieal tradition
and political fellowship, EI-
forts have been made by eur
foreign rulers to keep us di-
vided but these efforts have
proved futile in the end. The
Thamils are one with the Sin-
halese in the political aspira-
tion to win freedom for this
ancient land. The Sinhalese are
one with the Thamils in
seeuring econoiie independ-
ence for thiz beantiful land of
onrs, In these two vital pro-
blems facing the country there
cannot be any split or differ-
lence bebween the two com-
[munities, The Sinhalese, let
‘us bear in mind, eannot secure
| freedom for themselves without
{allowing the Thamils the full

beuefit of  it. The Thamils
eannot  enjoy econolmic pros-|
periby  without the Sinhalese)

taking their own share of it

11 some Sinhalese leaders arve
conununally minded, is that
sullicient renson why we should
be also communal?  We cannot
succeed in eorrecting the ervoy
of their ways by raising the epy
ourselves, It is jHSL pm_-‘.sﬂ'_\[b
Hat a prond and martial race

which
civilisation in the past, can
at a bound rregain
and assurance of the free g
whose sell-veliance
against  distrust or hate
one's neighbour,

muss meeting at the Esplanade]; .

distrast
only natural that they shy
distrust
the boyeott Was\ti. ot s cartain to reach on

2 THE HINDU ORGAN
e —
CEYLON SAVINGS BANK {no more tiian amuse the public.|the interesis of the people and|another nomination day. In- l'it;dﬁt‘i\frltié?e?tsll::}g_re t;ha-
b The Ministers had by now|their elected  representalives,|deed, in order to render the |5 ient

testity to a i
the
5 pr

L
Trust begets trust and
ust  breeds distrust. If
the Sinbalese, i
us.  But, thig
and impoverish the eommuy
Fear is born of weakness. ¢
munal distrust only emphasi

this  weakness. When
Thamils sncenmb to wea
and lose their sense’

self-reliance and  dignity then will
begin the degeneration of the rg
few miore seats in  Conneil or & few
posts for the Thamils cannot come-
pensate for the moral loss which this
carnpaign of weakness is certain tmeﬁ-'-
tail on the community. Our w
dignity and efliciency shonld b the
best safe-guards for the interests of
ounr community. Otherwise, we
shall as in the past allow ourselves
to be lulled intoa false sense
security and find ourselves helpless
in an emergency.  Written pledges
and pacts will not avail to pro
our interests as onr own self-reli
and self-respect. Let ns sta
our own feet and give up hold of the
aproa strings of the Briton. Our
strength must be songht within ous-
selves. Let us stand ercet and
broaden our shoulders and think and
act as free men. Then, every c.om
maunity in the Island will seek our
co-operation and friendship. Sy

In the ecircumstance it is for the
communal propagandists to  decide
whether the gamne they ave playmg
is worth the price they shall have ke
pay for it. They can have com
nal represantation all along the ling,
in the Uounecil and the serviee, buk at
what pricef  Are they not bartering
away the liberties of the I'hamils f
miess of pottage” Ara they 1ot red 4
the chances of a Thanil revival by
rrolonging the peried of Ceylon’s
hondage and reducing the chanees
its gaining Swarajiam, becaise
is what communal representatic
carried o its logical length, wmeans
and involyes? Is it not wort X
while to acquire the friendship
good-will of the Sinhalese 7

and

0

Py
mural representation is only another
name for the continuance of com-
munal distrust and weakness, Must

this weakness contione fo poison

our own life in and out of the com-
munily?  Are the communalists
not  taking a very grave responsi
bility, too  great and serious to be
lightly under-rated, by making them-
selves responsille for the continued
political slavery of the peoples of
this fair Island & Let them pause
and consider,

It is our dudy to warn our readers
aguinst the possible consequences of
tha campaign of vile vitnperation of
the country’s leaders and unprovok-
ed attacks on a community with, I
whom we have lived for cenburies as
a self-respecting people. vf.

The leavned auther of “Mirma
Downing Street” has somie  refle
tions on English puliie life whi
might be borne in mitd by o
readers: :

1_“}]_‘»ub u{:til o poltics ave of .
vgher ovder, we can. hardly expect
the best winds in the na.t.io}l; %ﬁ :
iy attraction toa  political
More and more the  profl
politicin, the nartow nian,
of the loud voice und one 1dea,
man who has  few inslinets
onesty in his mind and ne move
tent of high or disinterested patriots
18t i his soul will :
domo

which had been trampled undor
foot and kept under subjection

|

upon the attention of
leader

and by inbimidating his
pponents,
eﬂ,” .w

lvow-beating his o
his way onward to offi
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‘Thesawalam

e or Thé

Customary

Law if Jaffna

.'0: —_——

Its Genesis And Developments

THE DUTCH CODII'ICATION

By. V. Coomaraswamy, B. A., Proctor.

(Special to the

T
Dutch 1
on the Civil administered

Law

the Island, in vespect of land te.':_m\‘. |
inheritance, ete., the only escoptions

being the laws of the dlushms, .!'I.]C
Kandyans aad the Tamils domicil-
ed in Juffna,

_—When the Duteh Hast India Coun-

. pany established Courts of Justice

10 the Island, it was found that the
- inhabitants of the Maritie Pro-
vinces of the Wesfern and Southern
coasts of the Island were composed

of heterogeneous elements ot d!'\-‘el'qe|

races, creeds and tongues, with no
setfled system of laws of their own,
and the Duleh company fonad no
alternative but to iimpose their own
system of law koown as the
Assdoms Law—the Rowan Dutch
Lawas it obtained in North Hol- |
land.
But in the caze of TJaffha it was|
otherwise. Here was a homogene- |
ons seb of people speaking bt onnl
languaze and professing practically |
one teligion viz. Hiadaism, with|
a spriokling of convarts te an alien ‘
faith after the advent of a foreign
rule. The econverts were lut a
fraction and in spite of their change
of faith, followed the same manners,
eastoms aod modes of life and social
ideals of the Hindu community,

Customs Acquire Force Of Law.
The Dutch as much as their pre-
‘decessars, the Portugnese, took stock
of this itaportant factor that distin-
gmished Jaffna from the vest of the
Tsland. Certain cnstoins had acquired
the force of law by losg usage and
moiyersal  aceeptance as  regards
dowry, inheritance, Otty efe: and
this ensfomary lnw was admivister-
ed by the Duteh st Tndin Coni-
pany in the Courts established Ty
them in Jaffna and were sulisequent-
Iy ecodified in 1707 A. 1. by M|
Claaselsaakaz, the then Thissawe of |
Jaffna Pattaw, who, according to
his own stiatement, appended ab the
end af the compilation, codified them
~as the resnlt of his experience ob-
tained by lang residence and inter-
coutse in the locality and alter strict
inquiry.

Dissawe's Letier,

In a letter dated 5th April 1707,
addressed to the Hon'ble tha Com-
mander of Jaffna Pattam re this codi
fication the Dissawe saitd: "You are
nob ignorwnt that I bava eomposed the [
Malahar laws and'eustoms by order of |
H. 1. The Gaoverpor: which I have|
done o far ns my knowledge of the|
Apme permitted me; yet, to prevent any
future disputes [ request that wou |
will have the poodoess to caunse the
gima to he translated intn Malabar. ..
and canse the Malabar translation to

i attentively perussd by twalve
sensible Mudaliars in order that they
tnay astato their objactions in writing,
ghould they have any, in which casn
I reqnest that yon will appoint such
persoas as would ba able to paint aut
to vou soch mistakes as might bave
been eommittad eithar by ms or by
the said twelve Madaliare; and should
such p rsans as are appointed by yon
fecide in my favour, [ request ihat

- ¥ou will aesire them to sign the
Malabar transiation.”

Imprimatur OF 12 Mudaliars.

The translation of the Code was
ceordingly cireulated among, and

diars  who signed the translation,
| the gorrestness ol the
tomary Law in the following
fieant attestation; ''We declare hy

has loft an indelible impress |
1l

“HINDU ORGAN'")

] ; A g

) g ’ Lenslons provatling al (his plave  anil

Gk iGT Cevlon by the |ous : 3 i
oeenpiation ol Le) b we therafora fully conticm the sume,

They woreover added a note of dissent
from tha enmpilar as regards a right
of sarial dotnil eoneerning the relation
that should ex'st betwee an emanci-
pated slave and master, which
no interest bo us except For the fact
| that the Mudnliars emphasise tha faot
|:];;\L even this matter of social detail
wherain  they differed  from  the
| Dissawe: was acoording to  anciont
|r-(:.\-f(}n.l.\' which provailed even wuder the
Portuguese Government and also al the
eammencement  of the Dufel Govirn
mevl:? and which atatemont Tends us
to tha lagitimate eonolusion that all
the customs to which they zave an
urqual fed apprgval as finally emba
diad in Isaac’s Code, were snefent
cnstoms coming down to ws from
times anterior to any foreign domina-
tiun in Jaffoa.

Promulgation of the Code =

So much for the efforts fuken by
the Dnteh autharitios ta embody in
the form of a Cods reflecting quite
agcurately even in matlers of minute
detail the Cuostomary Law of Jalfna
commenly known  as Thesawalame.
The Duteh  Gevernor Symous by his
order, dated, Colombo 4th Jupe 1707,
gave bis approval o Tsaakz's Code of
Thesawalame and promulgated the
same by causing authenticatard copies
thereof to be issued to the Courts of
Justice and the Civil Land Raad of
Jaffna  Pattam for the guidanee
of Judges in  the Administration
of L:iw in .Jaffna. FEven gfter
tha advent of the Dritish rule
in Jafina the Duteh Code referred
to above or rather it
Eaglish translation was embodied in
ihe Legislative Boactmonts as the
authorifative expositian of the Tiaw
of Thesawalama  and fhe Judges pra-
fesseil to follow and interpret it resoct-
ing to the Roman Duteh Law where
the Thesawalime was silent. The
Dutel Code was miadified by legisla-

tion in some particulars a8 rvegards
Mateimonial rights and Inheritanece
(r the first time by Ofd.  No. 1 of

19LL A more ambitious programme
of modifying it in other mablers such
as Pieemption, Otty ele. ote. mooted
years ago has not yet froetified.

This in brief is thae history of the
Customary Lawof Jaffna, from its
codifiention in 1707 down to the pra
sent day. Dot what about its origin
and its development before Lhe code of
1707 2 'This is the question  which is
attempted to be answered in this con-
tribution.

Orizin of the Thesawalame

Tiia reader would hiave noticed that |

in the passage quoted from the eor-
respondencs in connection with  the
Datel  Compilation, the Customary
Linw of Jalfna is reforred to as Malahay
Laws  and Customs and  the people
themselves ara refarrerl to as the
Mifehar inhabitents of Jaffna.

In o footnote appended to a Thesa-
walame Ousa reported in the New Law
Reports, the lute Bir P, Rimanathan
quesiioned the propriety of Thesa
walume haing  styvled the law of the
Malabar inhinbitauts” and constderail
it a mmisnomer in view of the history
and tradition which ascribes to the
ancestors of the Tumila of Jalfon a

colonisation from  the Coromandal
Ooast and nob from the const of
Mulabar,

The reader musk remembar in this
copnection that the traditional an-
eannts of onr history as embadiad in
Kailayamalsi and Vaipavamalai speak
of twa colopisations of Jaffna, an
aarlier one led by the lutisbae “'Ir'.""“’
from whom the Peninsula iksell |‘lt\.r1vr!s
its mama, and a later one in the
middie of tha 13th f,'-un!iurvlwhum tha
Aryanchalravarihy watnblished a
kinlgﬂum in Jatfna.

First Colonists

@ presants that -the Composition
snid  Malabgr Laws and|

W8 pesfectly aﬁ'reey\fim the ugwal

- .

: i isnbi v i
Phe fiest colonisation wadOdn i
oxtensive scale from the Malabar

is of

authenticated |

[ Burglary Aund
| Robbery

Qr
VICTIMS

MIDNIGHT RAID

Servant Relieved

of Cash

Burglars weve husy  on Saturday

might ad Grand bazine qnd atbenpl-
od to enter coime shops through the
roof.  They failed in the caso of iwo

shops but  sueccesded  in ellering
@ newly opened shop and walked
away with ecash and poods to the
value of about s, (00,

Attempts ware made  ta enter two
stores belonging "Ana Nauw™ and
“Rawanna Veena', by removing the
tiles, but its seems the burglars were
not able to lay their hainds on any-
thing,  Anothep shop belonging tu »
merchant of Arupukkotui, eantigunus
to the other two shops, was sucecess:
Fully burglad,

No trace of the culprits has been
discovered. The place of this burglary
is iu the heart of the busisst  business
| cantra in Grand bssaar and within a
few hundred yards of the Police
Station, This is not the Brst time
such burglaries have taken place in
this quarter,

ROBBED OF RS 120

A ease of rebbery took place earlier
the snme night. when a servant of
Ponnambalam, o merchant of Koddady,
was relieved of, it ia said, Ra, 120,
which he was carrying oa his person.
\ man wearing mosarong i3 said to
have tightened & shawl raond the
vietim's throat lest the lutter shon'd
ruise an alarm, snatehed the hundla of
money and ran away with it. The
culprit has not been tracad.

Fatal Fall From A Tree

==

A tapper, Swampillai Saviri, (56)
died on Saturday as the result of a
fall froms a eocoanut tree in My, AL T0,
Clough's garden on the Boach  Road.
The eoronar who held the inquest
returned a verdiet of death due fto
aceident,

Cuash. These earlier  colonists had
tone the arduous pionser work of
converting 4 dreary waste land into
smiling gardens of Held and had set-
tled down in communnl groups in the
| villagas and hamlels throughout the
Peninauls, many centuries before
the second colonisation which consist-
ed of a small band of chieftains, their
relations, vebinues and  aitendants,
sparsely disfributed and sebtled in
some villiges among the larger com-
munity of the earlier sebtlers for
purposes of  Ciwil  and  Military
administration of Jaffna and for col-

lection of ravenue in  the nawly
ostablished kingdom — of the Arya-
chakravarthiea.

The deseription  in the Datch

Thesawnlama Code of Tssakz over-
amphnsised the earlier eolenisation in
culling it a eompilation of tho customs
and usages of the Malahar inhabitants
of Jaffna, leaving out of ancount the
secomid colanisation of Jaffnn  alto-
gether. The note of Sin P, RAMA-
NATHAN in the New Livw Reports
demurring to the ahove appallation
laid undue stress on the later influx
fram the Caromandel Const, complately |
igrioring the colonigation. The eus-
tors and  usages  of  the Malabar
inhabitants constitute, no doubt, the
miin b wild ground-work of the
Lo of Thegawalame bub the subsequ-
ent nouillcalions  and  ulterations,
mulde in Thesnwalame  after the
advent of thosa that hailad from the
Coromandel Coast aro by no means
inconeciderabls, so that, fo have a
olear perspective of the respective
contributions of tha  eaclier Malabars
and the later Coromandels, the pro-
blams of eolonisation, the ecustoms of
the eoloniste, the origin of Thesa-
| walame &o must be studied fogether and
appvondikd b rialfrom dherhid takiel
| wod ethnolgieal stand points a1 from

AMENDMENTS

Annual Meeting Of
Colombo Teachers

Assaociation

’l'f?e thivteanth  annual genera)
neeting of the Colomby Teachers
Association will be held at  Zahira
CUollege on Eriday next.

The following re outions will be
moved;—
“The Oolombo Teachars'
tion i3 of opinian that the rul
ing the age limit of eligibility
for purposes of arant
to 18 yaars, vecently adopled by the
Bonrd of Edueation, shonld be with-
drawn ag it ad vorsely affocls tenchers

in Fervice,” 2

“This meabing resolves
Commitben shaonhl
place balore the

Asgocia-
e radue-
of pupils
frnm 19 Vanrs

that  thie
tuke all steps to
! publie the fullsst
inlormation in regard to the proposeq]
Schemo for Assessmant of Behonl
Ctrants and its implications'".

—

Missing Adigar
Returns
-__:D:__

CHARGES LAID AGAINST
HIM,

My A Seemampillai, District

Adigar  of  Mantai  division in

Mannar, who was miseing fromn the
Island from May, SJ0uh; has refurned,
having been brought hack to Ceylon
{from  Pondicherry by My 4,
Chinniah.

The Adigar who is at present on
bail has been ordered  to give
cxplanation to four charges framed
against him in convection with his
leaving his division without leave or
permission.

R e

Council of Legal
ducation

BOARD OF EXAMINERS AND
LECTURERS,

A meeling of the Couneil of Liggral
Education was held ja the Judges’
Library yesterday aftetnoon, presided
over by 1he acking Chief Justice,

The Board of Examiners, eomposed
of Messea, A, P Savundranayagam,
A. B. Cooray, Rajapakse, J. R V.
| Ferdinands and Nihal (Gunasekera,
was re-nppointed for the year of July
1933 —June, 193+,

The following lecturers wero alsa
appointed for the trisnninl period Jaly
1038 —June  193G:—Messrs. A. B
Cooray, A.R.H.Canukeratne, the Hon
Mr. Pori Bunderam and Messrs. J, R,
V. Terdinands. L. A, Rijapaksa and
D. I, Wijewardene.

Maintenance Orders

POWIERS FOR VILLAGE
TRIBUNALS ?

Ab Friday’s State Couneil meeting |
Mr. I’ B. Ranavaja (Galgedera) gave
notice of the following motion,—
“In view of the fact that great
hardship is caused to applicants in
colleeting maintenance as ordercd
by Section 3 of the Maintenance
Ordinance No 19 of 1889, this
“Coungil is of opinion that after an
order is made in the Police Contt,
the record he forwarded to the
nearest Village Tribunal to enforce
such order and that the President
of the Village Tribunal he  vested
with the same powers as provided Ly
Section Y of the said Mainterance
Ordinance’.

A Jaffnese Honoured
In Madras

Me, J. €. Chinnappih M, A., was
conferred the fitle of Rao Sahib en
King's Bivthday this yenr, in resogni:
tion of the yaluable services he bud
rendered as nssisfant to the Director
af Bdueation, Mndras.

Mr. Chinnappah is the eldest son of (o

nalism,

ing precions lime

apd no_useful purpose
continuing to make V
agree with Mz, Balasingham swhen hi
says that the minorities  will not g
anything by going to the Seorefary
State, with the humbla petition
they want to Le given safeguards.
After all, these loaves and fishes
seats in the BState Council are not
everything.  Bot even in this, the
Inst eleetions have shown that peopla

can riss above tha cemmunal pre-
udice and choose, as their trusted
representatives, men  from  the
BEuropean and the Tamil C -

ties in districts where tha =

preponderate. Wa know {1
generation is coming that is ; i
b0 sink all differencas and work o
gether for the common weal.

Chavakacheheni. _
Mr, 8. Naganathar of the Ji
Kachcheri is acting.

Chavakachcheri i3 ind
Dr. 8. Vivekananda Ra

Nichglas and Sons;, Ban
Lumpur, who was awey

business trip fo L
returned on Tues
hayiog boarded the b

Past Ofice, Serembnn, was entel

T ot
EDUCATION CODE |

Civil Disobedience.
- Suspended,

EXTENSION WoR

IN VIEW Of .5
GANDHUII'S HEALTH.

=

%

i

Congress President’s
Statement. :
Poona Jupe 17,
Mr. Avey, Acting Fresident of the
Congtess, alter holding eonsul
with Mahatmg Gandhi,
following statement -
“In view of the prosent state of
health of Mahatma Gaodhi and ﬂ?:
doctors' opinion expressed in to
bullettin ~issued- by the Med
Board, T hereby extond  smspensi
of the civil disobedience 1
for a farther period.
ending dlst July.”
Mr. Aney has been
one weele more.Hindu

Amendments to F

tion Code.
PUBLIC PROTEST
: IN JA

A public yieeting will
ab 5 o, at the Jaffna
amendments to the
Mr, Nevins  Selvad
will preside. Rev.
Bey. J. Bicknell, N
Mz C. Tonng trpalam,
Mr. V. Veerasin singham, B. A
amang the spenkers at the

The Communal Questio
e e . L
SINK ALL DIFFERENCES.

“Wo have always
interests of all com
tical and thaf all must
together’' says tha
enmmenting  editoria
Balasingham's spe
and the dis-hard views
some  quatters fayouring

The papar further say

e now i
rake up the past and fixing
of the breach between the
communities on any one j
ecular. Blunders have been, it
admitted committed by

pr

Perso_na]_

My, V. Sivagury,

leing indis

Dr. V. T. Pasupathi, D. M.

Mr. P. B. Nicholas, 0

ombo
Mr. Thingarsjah of |

t dinner in the Hong Woh I
e

e . DGk tie elep sl i die bolrelatibn
It one anothor,

Mr. 8. T. Chinnappah,
Registrar of Marriages, Nauu'r, Jafna. '

retived | hi
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i {Continued from page 1}

tically frying toget some money out

of the Liocal bodies for doing serviee
which they weva hound ta dn under

I ] the existing Jaw. The financial
| stringeney of the Central Government
| should not induee it to lay its hands
on poor loenl badies, especially as the
incidenca of toxation between the
Cantral Governtent =and the loeal
bodies have not been finally adjusted
There were =omao taxes which should
come to the loeal bodies but the
Central Government was getting them

He further stated thabt he was opposed

to the vote, because the palice
wanted this money to employ decoys.

No self-respecting man would eare to

be a paid decoy. The class of people
that were likely to become decoys

: ware such that they would purjure in
3 the witness-box without any oon-
gideration for troth. Ewmployment of
- degoys in Fxcise cases have been
] discouraged by the Supreme Court,
wob to” spenk of some of the Couneil
Members, like Mr. Freeman, as it was

most demoralising and was likely to

SHARES :

CURRENT ACCOUNTS

FIXED DEPOSITS

DRAFTS

INDIAN MONEY
LOANS

LOANS

THE JAFFNA MU'I UAL
BENEFIT FUND LTD.

(Established 1918)

DANKERS.
Authorised Capital [s. 800000.00
Amount of Calls made Rs, 1,29,777.00
8000 shares of I, 100/- each. 76 monthly instalments
of Re. 1/- per share will earn Hs. 100/- for each at the
end of the period. Shares issued all times.
opened and interest allowed at 3% per
annum on the average monthly balance when it does
not fall below Rs GOO/=
received for |rt‘t'iody of 3, 6,9 and 12 months
and interest allowed at 3 4, 6 and 8 % respectively.
issued on the National and Imperial BHTI]('-I to Colombo
and the leupal cities of India, Remittances to and
from I. M. 8. by special arrangements.
bnnghl and sold
on the securily of Jewels a speciality. Interest charged
at 109 per annum when paid monthly: otherwise 12%.
(Part payments accepted.)
are also granted nsgainst approved securilies,
Landed Properities ete.  (Part payments aceepted.)
For further particulars apply to

such as

eneourage purjury. S. SELLAPDPAH,
: Breach of Principle Manager.
J M7t Sam Sabapathy said (hat it wase Q. 16, 22-5-33—21-8-33
‘ part of the duty of the police to detect
cases of private cors plying for  hire e " T
snd the poliee under the Local Gov
ernment Ordiaance were bound to AL Ea oy o ol e S e
help local hodies wherever their | g[9 S RS SR S D% G D8 IR gTQ
aspistance was required. The polics | €10 ' ' R
“had their own reward funds to meet | l k! ’-l k I 1 o
cases of this natvre. It would he a ea ea ea ( T
breach of principle to offer the police >
pecuniary assistance for work which |¢ Why dO you Bgcquse L%e_
was within their provioee, by ref it is

My, B. Subramaniam jropcsed that
asumof Rs. 100-be voted to be
given to the police, as an experiment.

Dir, 8, C. Thurairajah seconded.

“The motion was put to the vote and |
lost.

G

RANGOON TEAK? THE BESTg_

A FRESH STOCK IN VARIOUS SIZES
oF &
RANGOON TEAK
is now available at our C

GRANDBAZAAR STORES
Priced Tloderate.

The Pound Mark | The Best and &
Standard Tiles Most popular:

No other files ave so increasingly lowglht in Jaffinag
every year and wsed with great sttisfaction as
THE' POUND MARK TILES.

a

oD
]

]
[T

s

N

These are qeailable enly from ws. ?2
S. Veeragathipillai & Scns d

Grand Bazaar, Jaffna. 42
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Cool That |
Throbbing Head
By Rubbing

LITTLE'S
ORIENTAL

BALM.

PAIN

Is THE GREATEST
RELIEVER
AND IS MADE IN
BY INDIANS.

Y. 18 11-2-33—10-2-34

I'T

INDIA

|any line of steamers sailing from Colombo te Penang,

ALT; TASTES
BOOK-BINDING.
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For Sale.

The Soul -Stirring
“Song of the Sannyasin”
BY

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

With an Excellent Thamil
?eﬁdering in Verse.
Printed on fine feather weight paper

‘ With Swamy’s bust photo.

‘ PAPER COVER.

—Dlrige 10 Cits. per copy

Manager,
“Hindu Organ”,
Vannarponnai,

L

Neat and Good

PRINTING

of every description

ARTISTIC AND COMMERCIAL

BOOKS PRESENTATION ADDRESSES
HANDBILLS WEDDING CARDS
BILL. HEADS VISISTING CARD
MEMOS LETTER HEADS
WALL POSTERS, ETC, ETC.
We are specially equipped to give yow prompt service

SEND US YOUR NEXT JOB.

- THE
HINDU ORGAN
Fhane

VANNARICUNNAILS

I"f'.,

Job I A

“land to any other ports of the world.

EMPIRE OF INDIA

LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED
EsTARLISHED 1897,

IMPRESSIVE FIGURES

Year ending 28th | _Ltfe and Re

Ye:u']y Ineome

|
.  Febriry. - & |
= o s _‘ - 30.62,000 | B 09,000
L Do e i Rs. 59,97,000
1988 - “Rs. 70,17,000 :
. DESCRIPTIVE PAMPHEET on application to—

F. DADABHOQY,
Chief Agent [for Ceylon,
No. 2. Canal Row, Fort,
COLOMBO '

Head Ofice
Empire of Tndia Life Building
SOMBAY
H. 17, 11--30-6-33

B. P. Nicholas & Son:
(Bankers) JAFFNA,

=

TeircrAMs: —JAFFNABANK.

1 TeLEPHONE—NO

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.

It is hereby notified for the information of the travelling pu
in general and of our clients from Malaya and Straits Sefl
in parhcu.lal that we have made arrangements with our
Agents in Colombo for the issue of passage tickets im .
FREE OF ANY COMMISSION for all class of pass

General Banking and Exchange business of every di
undertaken. Money lent on jewels, interest at12 percent.per
BRANCHES AND AGENCIES:—Kuvara Lumpur, CoLombo, .
and MADURA,

B. P. Nichelas
Senior Partner.
Y. 33. 29.9-32—20-9-33.

You get the Benefit
oi Ripe Experience!
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| OHYAVANA PRAF:—For ol ool
i lhe throat mﬂ lungs Torfe |

hitie

gfa:is of throab ete BoxR-2 VPP B -

udy :

! VASANTA EUBUMARARAM:—B
Research ¢ gore for disbetes melling, norvons o
and lity, uuﬂnie:i Ihl;a:; _‘p?uhed
brning of hends and fee
Practice gooorchoes,  diffieals \
I?JRV EDA matothoss 7 doses Ra 6 VP I
AY ------ !!Wl
— Complete Catalogue

-~

P. Subbar

naUEvXIO PHARMAOY
Sri Venkatesa Perumal Sannathi, Tanjore,
(Y 35,  26—11—83)

Printed & pullished hy B ADCHALINGAM, vasiding !’ﬂ"_ &Il
Van: Waost, Jofluas for and on. behall of the 14

Varipalana Sabhadi, Jalfng, ot their Prss the 3!!1?11

Vaunarponnai, Joadlon




