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| bettering of their position.

OURSELVES,

“The Sanskrit masiig YIDVAN
BALAVAN, the equivalent of the
Baeonian  phrage Konowledee s
power’ embodies a trublh of un;, ranl
applieation. History teaches us that
those mations have been always

powerfal who had mads sbeady pro-
gress in the sciences and the arts,
At the present day, a Newspaper is
an indispensable adjunct of civiliza-
tion and one of the best medinms
for diffusing knowledge among the
masses; and a nation’s prosperity ot
its place among other nations may
well be measured by its demand for
periodical literature.  Hngland is
undoubtedly one of the 1nost
powerful  states — perhaps  the
most powerful — which the world
has seon, and the number of News-
papers and periodicals published in
Great Britain is 4000 including 200
dailies while Germany has 5000 with
800 dailies and France 4092 with
360 dailies. The whole of Asia with
more than half the population of the
whole world has only 3000 such
publications of which 2000 are ere-
dited to the rapidly Progressing
Japan which, 25 years ago, had not
a single Newspaper. If one sets
about fo elassify these publications
he will nof fail to be struck with the
largeness of the number representing
every branch of knowledge, every
trade and every industry and to
meeb with quite an army of workers
intent on extending the common
stoek of knowledge.  What have we
to contrast with all this in Ceylon?
The number of Newspapers here
ay be counted in one's finger's
ends. The Hinda community num-
bering upwards of 600000 or nearly
23 per cent of the whole population
of the Island has not a single paper
to advocate its interests. A long
felb want has induced ns fo start
this paper.  We shall not say any-
thing about our future as it depends
entirely on the inferest taken in our
worls by the community. But we
will say this we have undertaken this
worle with no other motive than to
atdvance the public interests, and it
will be our duty to point out to the
people their back-ward eondition,
especially by drawing their attention
tio bhe great moral, intellectual and
material progress, which other coun-
tries are making aud, so far as we are
able, by suggesting measures for the

We

shall approach the discussion ol

cand be

public questions with all fairness,
unflinehing in  fighting

| aeainsh corruption in whatever form
i [=]

| ik may lurlk,

To show that pecu-

iary gain does not enfer into our
Ei?éﬁlniiuns we may state that we
Lave no paid KEditor and that a num-
ber of gentlemen has generously and
disinterestedly offered wus their
literary help.”
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