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84 pid UGsSRG G e
“Gugre’”’ GlFng):
A SECRET IS OUT

““Fhe M. P. for Kayts (F. P.), Mr V. A.
Kandiah, let the cat out of the bag when he dis—
closed in the house of Representatives on August
30, 1962, the closety-guarded details of the secret
conferences leaders of the Federal Party had with
four S. L. F. P. Ministers at the residence of Mr.
Felix Dias Bandaranaike at Maha Nuge Gardeas to
implement the B. C. Pact,

His revelation corfirmed in toto the charge the
1J. N, P. made against the S.L. F.P fthat it had
agreed, in roturn for Federal support at the March,
1960 General Elections, to the four-point language
demands of the Federal Party. :

Our readers will recall that the Prime Minis-
ter as well as the iarty members vehemently denied
that it had agreed to grant aanv cencession to the
Federal Party on the Language issue ”’

84 91ib pdmSHw @R
uE uentispyessialion Gusas:
RET AGREEMENT

““The terms of the secret agreement have
now been revealed. The U. N P. has acecepted four
conditions which wirtus il set up a separate
Tamil state, while g ’?am:s rights in the
resi of the country that will s notf be enjoyed by non—
Tamils in North m--‘ East Cevlon. This 18 the fuil
content of the | ralist demand that was always
resisied by e non-Tamil political
parties and ¢ Tamils. Indeed, the four
w}ndmo 15 go f p the “auiono-
smous Tamil 1  Federal Party
demanded in ] : cyond nuilifying
the Sinhala Caly Act by ing all Tamis of
he need to learn the official language. Thev grant

- 5




102

the patently communal demand of the Federal Party
from its inception.”

(A speech delivered at a meeting of the S§. L. F. P, National
Development Advisory Council on 3Cth <ovember. 1965.)

OEan usESimeld Qualiiiule s9gm
(V9pyth wHEHD LTTEEHs)

Mr. Felizx R. Dias Bandaranaike, Ceylen
Minister without Portfolio. addressing the Iadian
Council of World Affairs in New Delhi recently,
stated, amongst other things that: (a) Ceylon had
consciously accepted Sinhala as the National Language:
(b) Sinhala represented the Ilanguage of 8)10ths of
the population and (c) the Government had by
legislation given the Tamil-speaking people the right
to transact business in their owa language.

Surelvy Mr. Bandaranaike cannot imagine
that he has succeeded in fooling a Council that
takes an intelligent interest in world affairs by his
assertions regarding the language problem in neigh-
bouring Ceylon The following verifiable facts con-
tradiet him:

(i) As early as 1914 the State Council of Ceylon
passed legislation to make Sinhala and Tamil the
Offiecial Languages of Ceylon. All Sinhala leaders
and all political parties had up to 1936 both in
and out of Parliament accepted the principle of
parity of status for these two MNational Languages
In the year of gracs 1955 the SLFP Government
by a racial majority forced Sinhala as the only
Official Language down the throats of the strenuously
protesting Tamil-speaking people who have continued
to protest ever since and are still protesting. The
whole world knows of thewr ‘Satyagraha.’

(i1) According to this Government’s Census Re-
ports, Sinhala is the Jlanguage of 69 percent of the
poepulation. But, Mr. Bandaranaike would have the
Council believe that it is the language of 80 per ceat,
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(iii) This Government's legislation has only de-
nrived the Tamil-speaking people of their rights—
the rights which they enjoyed before this ‘Sinhala’
Government came into power. The Official Langu-
age Act No 33 of 1956 decided briefly and categori-
cally *The Sinhala Language shall be the Official
Language of Ceylon.’ |

Two years later, under a *State of Emergen-
ey’ in peace-time with the press muzzled, public
opinion stifled and the members of Parliament of
{he Tamil-speaking people thrown into Detention
Camps, the ‘Tamil Language (Special Provisions )
Act No 28 of 1958’ was passed. But the regulations
tc give effect to the principles and provisicns of
this Act of 1958, tabled in the House of Represen-
tatives two years and two iwonths later on 14-12-1960,
have not yet come into operation as a result of
the manoeuvres of Mr. Felix Bandaranaike himself
and his Ministerial Colleague, Mr. Sam P.C, Fernando.
It has been revealed by a prominent M.P.in a
Press statement that when the regulations were tabled,
he was requested by the self same Mr. Bandaranaike,
then Minister of Finance, and by the MiniSter of
Justice to summon gsecretly all members of Parlia-
ment who would back the withdrawal of the regu-
lationss They met at the house of the Minister of
Justice, and before thsy attended the dianer given
by the same minister at a Chinese Cafe, thirty-five
Members of Parliment were persnaded to sign a
protest to the Prime Minister against the regulations
requesting its withdrawal

The present position is that the Tamil-
speaking people who constitute 30 percent of the
total population (or 44 percent of the Sinhala-
speaking people) are unwanted, benighted strangers
in their Ceylon with almost all of the ¢‘‘essentials
not made available in Tamil:”
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