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IMPOIRTAINCIE OF ILIBRARY AND
INFORMATION SCIENCIE.

Human achievement both material and spiritual consists essen-
tially in acquiring knowledge, generating resources, preserving, add-
ing nascent information subsequently disseminating same. Soctal
heredity consists in {ransmission of knowledge from generation to gen-
eration. A country’s development is measured in terms of technological
advancement as il brings a tremendous change in the social life of a
nation. Libraries play a vital role in transmitting knowledge to indi-
viduals which paves the path towards the development of technology.

The word library is derived from Latin which means “a Book™. -

The history of library is closely connected with the history of books.
There are evidences for the presence of books-and libraries in early days.
Books are defined as depository of knowledge. Knowledge ts a powerful
tool both in life and work. From time immemorial libraries have the
practice of preserving records and the role of the Librarian was “Keeper
of records”., As early as the 3™ mallennium BC, records of stone inscrip-
tions, clay, tablets, paz@vru,s roles, parchment codex and ola manu-
scripts were stored in libraries. Wath the evolution of printing, society
underwent a socto economic cultural and technological revolution. The
role of the librarian too changed as “Book lender”. Until 1900 printed
materials were the only information vehicle of choice. With the infor-
mation explosion, caused by the proliferation of the interdisciplinary
subjects in 19405 microforms emerged to reduce space to store printed
records. The advent of computers in 1960s brought another major
revolution changing the role of librarian as “information Manager”.

Libraries serve as store houses of knowledge and as centres of
dissemination of knowledge or retrieval of such information, expeds-
tiously and systematically. Great hibraries have existed as centres of
learning to keep the lamp of learning, burning. The libraries had a
traditional function in preserving the individualistic cultural traits
of the community it served. The Jaffua public ibrary had, at one
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time, on its shelves very valuable documents and publications that
threw lot of lights on the Jaffna man’s cultural traditions. Libraries
are bound to maintain ther archival collections with great care as
their cultural inkeritance.

The unwversty depends on uts library to fulfil its mission of edu-
cating the undergraduates and research scholars. The university has
an obligation to the society as torch bearers of social progress. The
knou,’k{ig‘e, the universily imparts, must have relevance lo the great
problems of living a purposive life in a changing world. The univer-
sity library sftaufi be attuned to the requirements of the younger gen-
eration to enable them to be prepared for the major task of our age.

There are special libraries to caler the needs Lg?[ science and tech-
nology. They serve the purpose of a changing world. There are highly
specialised libraries in the developed nations.

Professionals and men of learning build their own private li-
brarues to enable them to practice their profession with updated knowl-
edge. These libraries serve as windows of the landscape of their lives.
An educated society in a society of refined men and women who believe
in the process of a continued knowledge accumilation.

To the students coming from crowded homes or noisy hostels, the
library serve as the refuge for quiet study. The library is of immediate
value to these students. '

Libraries hold an esteemed position in being a primary source for
acquiring and disseminating the information required by the society. To
maintain this position, libraries should be adaptable to changes based
on user demands. When information continues to be generated in an
ever increasing quantity, hbraraies must develop to accommodate the
demands of the ommipresent information explosion. The emergence of elec-
tronic information technology has led to éremendous changes in the activi-
ties of ibraries by opening new vistas for exchange of knowledge on the
internet and have enabled information seckers to ofmm what they require
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at a grealer speed than ever before. Thus the libraries have become the mool
pivotal points in the communities in the process of learning.

In the past a libravian didn’l enjoy the status the post warranted.
The uniquencss of the post was not felt or realised in sociely. Yet for all,
Librarians have produced one of the most remarkable Jeats of inlerna-
tional cooperation in the he last fifty years which has gone unannounced
and unaccounted. Bul their chavacteristics helped in informing the devel-
apment of slandards for the interiet and the world wide webs. Now it ts
 possible to identify any recently published work from any part of the world.
The significant skills that the Librarians have brought as a profession in
making the printed word universally available has been overlooked. By
enswring that owr human networks are actie and by ffectively handling
the inflow of paper based informalion, we can best serve our readers, earn
the professional respect and posilion owrselves Lo act as giides al the infor-
mation revolution. The contributions of the Libraries and Librarians
should be effective and substantial to cope up with the rapid changes to
satisfy the aspirations of the communly thal it serves.

Interest in Library studies in Jaffna generaled once again in our
minds quite recently. Regional branch of the Sri Lanka Library Associa-
tion conducted courses al three stages in Jaffna. Bul due lo various con-
straints the coordination had been hindered and hampered by the ravages
of political climate. The violentyears of war hawe scarred the commanaty to
a breaking point, the Library science students in Jaffna were denied the
chance of presenting themselves for the Sri Lanka Library Association ex-
aminations in Jaffna. In a situation like this we should pool all our
energy resources and contributions together to ensure that proper facilities
are provided to develop the lalents of College of Education students in this

field. Let us strive hard to achieve this mussion and make the atlempts of
the task of the President of this college, a great success.

Mrs. R, Pararajasingam
Librarian, University of Jaffna.
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