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SIBI

There lived a king by the name SIBI. He extended his love to all
animate beings. During his reign, people lived in happiness. He
never refused any help, when asked for by anyone. He donated in
plenty to one and all.

One day, he was taking a walk in his garden. A Hunter was in pursuit
of a pigeon. The pigeon alighted on the King’s hand. The Hunter
asked that the bird be given to him. The King refused. “Hunter, | will
give you much more food than this bird. Leave it alone” said the
King. But the Hunter did not agree as this was his delicious food.
The King replied that the Hunter could ask for anything else. The
Hunter said that if the King gave a portion of flesh from his right
thigh, he would release the bird. The King gleefully agreed. The
Hunter would be satisfied with a weight equal to the weight of the
bird. Accordingly the King cut off flesh from his thigh and placed it
on one side of the weighing scale. But it did not suffice. The King
continued to cut off pieces of flesh from other parts of the body. Still
the weight was not equal to that of the bird. So he placed himself on
the scale. His total weight now equalled that of the bird and it balanced.
He noticed that the Hunter and the bird were no more there. An ariel
voice was heard from the sky. “We came to show to the world the
power of love and your spirit of sacrifice. May you live long happily
ever’. So was the King blessed. He regained his original anatomical
structure in its entirety.

Love

While the loving give their very bones to help others, the love-less
live as if everything belongs to them. The loving are prepared to give
even their body to others. Kural 72

Love is the source of happiness.

We must love all living beings.

The loveless grasps all
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Kirisambal

People were undergoing great deprivation and poverty rendered them
foodless. Infants were suffering from hunger. A very rich person
announced that he would give all children one meal per day and asked
them to take away their share. All fell over each other to carry away their
share. But a small girl waited patiently until the last and took what was
left. This happened everyday. Noticing this, one day the rich man asked
his cook to prepare only one (Mothakam) smaller in size than all others
and kept a golden ring inside the small mothakam. As usual the children
struggled to take the big ones as soon as possible.

Again the waiting girl took the remaining small one and gave it to her
mother. When opened to consume, a golden ring was found. Without a
second thought, she went to the house of the rich donor and told him that
his ring had mistakenly fallen onto her mothakam. She wanted to return
the ring .Smilingly the rich man told that this was the reward for her
patience. He not only asked her to keep it but also gave money needed
by her. He advised her to continue these sterling qualities of patience
and integrity.

Patience

TO BEAR INSULT BEST, LIKE THE EARTH

WHICH BEARS AND MAINTAIN ITS DIGGERS — kural 151
Earth bears patiently and supports even those who cut and dig.
Likewise it is better to forgive even those who harass us.
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Two Cats

Two cats were running about in hunger. After running hither and thither,
they brought one hopper from a house. When trying to divide the hopper,
a fight ensued. When they were fighting while being hungry, a monkey
came and inquired as to why they were fighting. It volunteered to settle
their problem. The tired and hungry cats were impressed with the
monkey’s words of consolation. The cats told their problem and sought
the assistance of the monkey to divide the hopper equally. The happy
monkey brought a scale and kept dividing two portions. But one was
heavier than the other. So the monkey took a portion of the heavier piece
and ate. Again the portions were not equal in weight. The monkey ate a
portion. This process went on and on. At the end of it, there was nothing
left of the hopper. Then only the cats realised their mistake and were
sorry that because of their disunity, they could not eat at all. They resolved
that they would henceforth be unit§d and went in search of food.
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Four Brothers

There were four sons in a family. They always fought with each other and
disrupted domestic life. This caused eternal worries to the parents. Father
consulted an intimate friend. In terms of his advice, he brought home a
bundle of wooden stumps. He asked his sons to break the bundle. Tried
as they could, they could not break. Then the father untied the bundle into
separate stumps. Now he asked them. They could easily break the
individual stumps. Then the father observed as follows: “See, when the
stumps were together, you could not break it. But when separated, it
was easy. This should serve as a lesson to you all. No one can destroy
you when united. So learn to be united”
United we stand-divided we fall
Unity ensures good life.
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A Hunter and The Birds

A hunter with a view to hunt, spreadanet =

with grains. As he was waiting, a flock of
birds gleefully settled on the net. Soonthey |
realised they were trapped. They
screamed in fear. One bird realised that
no purpose can be served by crying. So
it said, “Let us all together lift the net and
fly”. All agreed and flew away with the net.
The hunter chased them as they flew.

On the way a friend asked as to why he was running after the birds
and whether it was possible for him to catch the birds. The hunter
replied that if there was only one bird, he would not be able to catch
but as there were many;, it would be possible to catch them.

For a little while, the birds were flying united. As dusk drew close,
every bird was thinking of going to its respective nest. As nests were
in different places, the birds began pulling in different directions.
The idea of the “Self” overwhelmed the sense of unity. As a result
the net could not be carried further and the tired birds fell with the
net. The chasing hunter could easily capture the birds. Due to disunity,
the birds became fodder to the hunter.
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Am | a mere crane?

A Rishi with a view to attaining further spiritual power, {
was seated below a tree and meditated for a long time. |
Due to the long duration of time in a seated posture, the |
Rishi was fatigued. Then a dropping of a bird-crane fe
on him . The Rishi looked up in anger. Instantly, the crane |
was burnt. The Rishi felt proud of his miraculous power. |
He went towards the village to satisfy his hunger. :
He saw a small cottage. He called for the inmates. A little later, a lady
came with some food. As he had to wait for some time, the Rishi became
angry.With reddish eyes, he looked at her as if he was going to burn her.
Smilingly, she asked whether he thought whether she was a mere crane.
Now the Rishi’s anger turned into fear. “How did you know that | burned a
crane?”, asked the rishi. She replied that it was not for her to explain
and asked him to inquire from the boy residing in the adjacent cottage.

When the Rishi called for the boy, the boy was engaged in his service to
his parents. On completion of his duties, he came out and told that the
nearby butcher was more capable of explaining than himself. He advised
the Rishi to meet the butcher.

Surprised as to how the boy knew his experiences, the Rishi went towards
the butcher’s shop. The butcher welcomed the Rishi and asked him to
wait until he finished his work. The rishi patiently waited.
The butcher after finishing his work told as follows:-
“Sir, the lady whom you met is scrupulously looking after her ailing
husband. As she performs her duties to perfection and praying to God
she had become enlightened. So she could know that the bird was burnt.
Her thoughts are firmed and beneficial. In the same manner, the boy is
looking after his blind parents. He performs his duties with a sense of
responsibility and love to the complete satisfaction of his parents. So
God has blessed him with wisdom. Now my work is to sell meat. | have .
dedicated my efforts to God and doing my duties. If everyone discharges
his/her duties entrusted to him/her sincerely, truthfully and perfectly, he/
she need not do penance. God will bless him/her at his/her home”. The
Rishi became cleansed of arrogance and returned realising the truth.
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Arichandran

Arichandran was the king of Ayothy in India.
He never told a lie. He was an embodiment
of truth. A rishi (a sage) — Visuvamiththira
came down to this world from the world o
the Devas so as to show the world the true
nature of Arichandran.

The Rishi asked for financial help to do penance. The King agreed. The Rishi
said that he was not inimmediate need but to give when he asked for it.
The Rishi’s spiritual power enabled him to create many problems to the
King. But come what may, the King always spoke the truth. Despite
continuous problems , the King never deviated from his chosen path of
truth. One day the Rishi said that if the King told just one lie, all his
sufferings would vanish. The King refused. After losing all his possessions,
the King was left with his wife and son. While in such an unenviable
situation, the Rishi asked for the help the King promised earlier.

Arichandran sold his wife and son as slaves to a wealthy person and
obliged the Rishi with the required help. When this was found inadequate,
the King himself became a slave to a cremator. On the order of the
cremator, he was guarding the burial ground.

The wife and son of Arichandran were working as slaves to the rich
person. One day when the son was cutting grass, he was bitten by a
snake and died. Crying,Chandramathy, the mother, carried the child to
the crematorium. When she was about to set fire to the corpse,
Arichandran , the guardian, refused to allow her to set fire to the corpse
until and unless the duty is paid as otherwise it will be an offence.
Chandramathy pleaded that she was a slave and could not afford even a
cent. Then Arichandran asked that she removed the “THALI” (nuptial knot)
and gave it to him towards the cremation fee. She was shocked and
worried as to how he could see the Thali which could be seen only by
her husband and that it belonged to her husband. Then only Arichandran
realised that it was his wife who had their dead son’s body. He cried. At
that moment, the Rishi asked him to tell a lie saying it would resolve his
problem. Still Arichandran refused. The Rishi lauded Arichandran’s
integrity and firmness, blessed him and gave back all the lost
possessions. His truthfulness earned him a permanent place in history.
TRUTH IS GOD
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The Lion and The Mouse

There lived a lion in a forest. Other animals took
to their heels and hid themselves at the very sight
of the lion. So the lion lived haughtily, convinced
that it was the king of the forest.

One day the lion was asleep. Amouse, without knowing that it was a lion,
was happily playing about on the back of the lion. As it's sleep was
disturbed, the lion stared at the mouse with anger. The trembling mouse
said “Excuse me, unintentionally | have made this mistake”. The lion could
not help laughing. The lion said, “You are excused, run and find another
place”. The surviving mouse said, “I will never forget your kindness and
wait for my turn to return it if and when possible”. So saying the mouse
disappeared. The lion looked at the mouse with scorn as it thought how
could the tiny mouse help him.

Days passed by. One day, when the lion went in search of food, it was
trapped in a net spread by a hunter. Despite repeated efforts, the lion
could not come free itself. It roared in anger. There was tremor in the
forest. The mouse which was in its small pit rushed out hearing the roar.
It found that the lion was trapped. Remembering the help by this particular
lion, the mouse using its sharp teeth cut the net into pieces. The lion
came out and thanked the mouse. Abandoning its arrogance, it preferred
to be a friend of the mouse.

A GOOD TURN DESERVES ANOTHER
GRATITUDE

To forget a good turn is not good and good it is

to forget at once what isn’t good — kural 108

Those who have done good should not be forgotten. Itis well and good.
to forget at once those who did a bad turn without doing any good.
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Wood Cutter

There lived a wood cutter. He supported his
family by selling in the nearest market the
wood hewed in the forest. He believed in
God and had confidence in his profession.
He lived virtuously and happily. ' | l

One day, when he was cutting wood from a tree that he had climbed, his
axe accidentally fell into the adjacent pond. He was tired of searching for
itin the pond. Seated by the bank of the pond, he prayed to God. “l have
wronged none. Why did you deprive me of my axe. How shall | look after
my family?” An Angel, hearing his plea, appeared before him and asked
as to why he was crying. He replied, “ My axe had fallen into the pond.
Tried as | could, but to no avail. | am clueless as to how | am going to
support my family”. The Angel, asking him not to worry, searched for the
axe inside the pond. First the Angel showed an axe made of gold. The
woodcutter dis-owned it. After another search, the Angel showed a silver
axe. Again he refused owner-ship. At last the angel showed the woodcutter
his axe which he admitted to be his own and happily thanked her. The
Angel praised his truthfulness and said, “As a reward for your integrity, |
am donating the gold and silver axes as well.” So saying, the Angel
disappeared. The woodcutter returned home in happiness thinking of
God’s grace.

HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY
HONESTY
All lights are not lights — to the wise
The only light is truth - 299

The light that makes darkness disappear in this world is impermanent. It
is righteous living that is the real light that can cause the disappearance
of the darkness within.
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Ponni and Alli

Two Hunter families were residing in huts in @ mountainous region next
to each other. In one hut lived the hunter named Veeran and Wife Ponni.
A beautiful woman of good conduct. In the other hut lived a hunter named
Murugan and his wife Alli. During day time the Hunters leave home to
hunt. The wives remain at home performing household duties and safe
guarding the huts.

One day a king came to the forest to hunt. He had lost contacts with his
army and became isolated. He lost his bearings and became very tired
and thirsty. He saw a hut and walked towards it, thinking that he would
get some help. He asked for water as he was very thirsty. Alli, who was
inside, angrily denied having water and admonished him to inquire from
the adjoining hut. When the king did so, Ponni obliged him with water.

She further said, “ Sir, you look very tired and hungry. I have a little Kanchy
( a starchy liquid drained off cooked rice). Why not drink it and rest for a
while”. The king was very pleased. Though a hut without a throne, the
king responded to her kind hospitality by drinking the ‘Kanchy’ off a
coconut shell and rested. After a little while, he bid farewell to Ponni and
returned to his palace. No sooner he reached his palace, he sent giftsto
Ponni. Veeran and his wife Ponni were delighted at the receipt of gifts.
Alli, who was near by, felt sorry and was ashamed because of her
insensitiveness, Ponni got what should actually have been got by Alli.

Real Charity is a smiling welcome

and sweet words heart felt

Mouthing kind and heart felt words

with a smiling face is a real charity.
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Thevan’s Wallet

Thevan was a wealthy person. He was never credited with any good
deed. A greedy person, he wished to be the only rich person in the area.
Once when he travelled on a commercial venture, he lost his wallet. So
he announced that he would give Rs. 1000/ as reward to any person
who could find his wallet. Sivan, a man of intergrity, found Thevan’s wallet.
He went to the rich man’s house and gave the wallet. But the rich man
did not have the heart to give the reward as notified. Instead, he cunningly
said that there were Rs. 10000/ and a clock in his lost wallet and that
now there was only Rs.9000/=. So he chased Sivan asking him to come
back with the balance Rs 1000/= and the clock. Sivan was hurt that he
was called a thief and went to the judge.

The judge called both for an inquiry. The judge was a wise and honest
person. He guessed the cunning drama of the rich man. The judge said,
“This is neither your wallet nor your money, the reason being that there is
less money than the amount you claim. So | am handing over the wallet
to Sivan. You may continue your search for your wallet.” The rich man
was in tears and asked for pardon, The judge excused the reformed rich
man and gave Rs.1000/= to Sivan. The wallet was returned to the rich
man. In addition he rewarded Sivan from his personal money.
Never Sway from the truth

Honesty always triumphs.
Honesty
Not false to one’s own conscience,
one will reign in all the world’s consciences
One who never consciously lies,
will be acclaimed by the entire world. (Kural 294)
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Hare and Tortoise

There was a hare who was very proud. It looked
at others with scorn. One day it challenged a
tortoise for a race. Naturally the tortoise refused.
But the hare kept on insisting. At last the tortoise
agreed. The hare could not help laughing.

The race started. After covering some distance, the hare thought as the
tortoise was moving so slowly it could afford a nap. It went to sleep. In
the meantime, the tortoise, though slow, walked non stop and with
singleminded purpose. It reached the destination. The hare still slept in
slumber. Slow and steady won the race. The hare did not succeed
because of its superiority complex.

Those of persistent effort will never be subject to scorn.

2 sTEThsUGl 616060 2 WITe)siTemsd  LOMME
Hetefllanild  HeiTenmento BISHal @mei 596
STGHIGIILD  GTEIGITMIGETT  6T6UEMD @ WfeuTensTsd BhHs Gausmibl. SiHerTsd
o wiBs dmLEmh. silugs HoLdsrs ol Lren G&TLIhal HebsvsnsEul
Bleness  Gausmnf.
Perserverance
“Aim for the best but never get discouraged by
Failures as success comes only by persistence” — kural 596
Thought must always be pure that leads to greatness.
Even if not, we must continue to think good
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The Cunning Fox

There was an abandoned well in a village. A fox resident in the village
had accidently fallen into a well. The fox was struggling to come out. A
goat which came that way, looked into the well. Seeing the goat, the fox
addressed the goat and said that the water tasted like nectar and invited
to partake of it, if it so wished. Without understanding the cunningness
behind the invitation and unable to contain the yearning to drink the water,
the goat jumped into the well.

The fox asked the goat to drink as it pleased and the goat was very
happy with the take. Now the fox told the goat, “You rest your leg on the
wall of the well. Once | climb out, | will take you out.” Trusting the fox, the
goat stood on its hind legs and placed the front leg on the wall. The fox
climbed up and jumped out of the well. Now the fox was not to be seen.
Then only the goat realised that it had been deceived.

Cheats should not be trusted.
Association with evil people brings forth harm
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Greed begets misery

There lived a poor mother and daughter in a village. The mother was very
old. The little girl had no way of earning. She reared two hens and sold the
eggs in a nearby market. Thereby she supported her family. One day she
was carrying a basket containing eggs on her head. She imagined as
follows: “| will save little by little by selling these eggs and buy a goat. | will
earn more by selling eggs as well as goat’s milk. | will use the money so
earned to buy a cow. Sale of cow milk, goat milk and eggs will earn me still
more money. | will then buy a bicycle and happily and proudly come riding
to the market. There | will buy a new blouse”. Steeped in such thoughts she
stood erect and proudly shook her head. The baskets of eggs fell and all
the eggs were broken into pieces. Then only she realised that she had
allowed her imagination to run riot thereby losing even the eggs that she
got for sale. That day she and her mother would have to starve. The net
result was the loss of even what little she had.
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Frog and an elephant

A frog was living in a shallow pond. It lived happily obtaining its food in
the neighbourhood. One day, it was delighted to see a gold sovereign
which it took and kept under its guard in the pond. It was extra careful
that this treasure should not be seen by any one. One day, when it was
on the bank of the pond with the look of arrogance an elephant was
coming towards it. For no apparent reason, the frog was angered. It
jumped and kicked the elephant’s leg. The frog was thrown off and was
crushed by other leg of the walking elephant. Because of its greed for
money and its arrogance the frog died unnecessarily.
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