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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It is an honour and privilege to have been the president of Hartley
College Past Pupils' Association for the past twelve months.

During this time we have undergone a through vamp of our structure,
fund raising and participation in sports activitics. All these things come
about as the result of team work, dedication and sacrifices on the part of
every body.

The College, more than ever before, is indire need for funds and helps
from external bodies. We are proud to join the Past Pupils Associations
in Canada, New South Wales and Colombo in funding some of the needs
of the College.

While we live in a relatively safer and quieter society, just spare a
minute 1o turn the clock back by few years to think of our school days we
had at Hartley College, “Two big assembly halls, sufficient class rooms,
an equipped gymnasium, a dark room to learn photography, a very well
organised library, an art room with a talented art teacher, three well-
equipped laboratories, a comfortable staff-room for teachers to relax and
meet pupils in private, a well-run canteen with short-eats and meals,
drinking water readily available on the taps, sufficient toilet facilities,
three big cycle parks, a well maintained tennis court, a private cricket
coach to teach cricket from carly stages, acomfortable and well managed
hostel with sports grounds and ample facilities for football, cricket volley
ball,badminton and athletics”. Don't Hartleyites of today deserve some
of them, if not all ? Yes, they do. We offer them our help, well wishes
and blessings. '

This year the executive committec have worked very hard and
organised the activities of the association economically to raise a
substantial amount of money torwards the College funds. The associa-
tion has now picked up its strength fully- fledged and ready to accept
more responsibilities and embark on new commitments. This is a great
stride forward and another milestone in our association history. How-
ever, we need continued support and loyalty from all Hartleyites and
friends for our association to go from strength to strength.

Long live Hartley College with glory and fame!

Sooriyakumaran




Secretary Reminisces.......

I dare not easily and lightly congratulate our committee members for
their splendid work done this year to make H.C.P.P.A. (U.K. Branch) as
one of the most powerful and well organised Harley College Past Pupils'
Associations in the world because [ know too well how much labour and
stern responsibility it involved.

I am an Executive Committee member of the National Communica-
tion Union (City of London Branch) for more than three years. During
these years I never came across another committee like our committee.
Let me hasten to add that I did not such unfeigned and great pleasure and
pride I have this year as the Secretary of the H.C.P.P.A. (U.K. Branch).

Our astounding year 1993 began with our membership ascending from
nothing to one hundred and sixty four. Prodigious film Roja made our
bank manager to smile at us. Sumptuously performed KALAI
VASANTHAM made H.C.P.P.A. (U.K.Branch) meritorious in the U.K.
Our football team entered the J.S.S.A. Tournament and demonstrated
their skill commendably. The cricket team accomplished up to the semi
- [inals admirably. The magnificient GALA DAY and the prizes of our
raffle were the talk of the town. Above all we have levied around £3000
for our Alma Mater.

Itis indeed a good deed. Solid, pure, good execution, without spot or
wrinkle or any such blemish and I rejoice with all our members from the
bottom of my heart.

With great pride I salute and congratulate the committee members on
the competent termination of their labours in 1993. Itis a piece of good
work well done.

And I wish that the next ycar, and a many more as it may pleasc Him
to give the H.C.P.P.A. (U.K.Branch) ,may finditand leave it like this year
- flourishing without limits.

R.RAVEENDRALINGAM
Secretary 1993
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PATRON
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We send our warmest greetings to your annual celebrations and wish
you all many happy returns of the occasion.

Hartley College has ample reasons to feel proud of your illustrious
positions and performances in London. Along with your counterparts in
Colombo, Toronto and Sydney you are giving your alma mater a global
fame, year after year, having made her one of the brightest stars in the
Sri Lankan educational firmament.

It therefore urges us to view your event with profound delight. It offers
you a splendid opportunity to sustain your gratitude for the grand
institution that helped you to patent your latent greatness while provid-
ing an excellent rendezvous to cherish and relish nostalgic memories.
It would also inspire the present and future Hartleyites to swell your
ranks endlessly.

We exhort you to make the occasion a window for the outside world to
view the beauty and the brilliance of our race and culture.

The souvenir that is blooming on the happy day will be a pleasant
portrait of your bliss and brightness. It will add a couple of handsome
pages to the history of our College which is now 155 years “young”.

Responding to your kind invitation to contribute a message to such a
momentous memento is a pleasant experience.

May our mutual love, affection and appreciation ever remain glorious!
i |\__';-,
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P.Balasingham,
@rlnCIpaI.
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HARTLEY COLLEGE PAST PUP.IL'S" ASSOCIATION
' - CANADA BFIANCH

It is with great pleasure that | am sending this message to the Past
Pupils’ Association (U.K. Branch) on the occasion of the Annual
Celebrations for the year 1993.

Our Canada Branch Association is glad to note that Hartleyites living
inthe major capitals of the world have gathered themselves undertheir
Branch Associations to help our old school and to promote fellowship
among Hartleyites. All of us have one thing in common - loyalty to our
old school and gratitude for the education we were fortunate enough
to have received at Hartley.

Our Association was founded in 1989 and has now been incorporated
as a non profit organisation in February 1991. We have two functions
in each year - Annual General Meeting in October and Kalai Vizha in
June. The profits have been deposited in a fixed deposit account in a
Colombo Bank, to be utilised for various activites of our Alma Mater. |
wish your Annual Celebrations success and I hope that your branch will
coordinate with other branch associations to assist our school.

Wesvamaradlase

V.Eeswaranathan

President
Hartley College Past Pupils” Association -Canada Branch




MESSAGE FROM NEW SOUTH WALES,
| AUSTRALIA

| feal privileged and have great pleasure in sending this message on
the occasion of the AGM & Annual Dinner of Hartley College Past
Pupils’ Association, U.K. Branch. | am glad to note that the U.K.Branch
is growing from strength to strength and is very active. | congratulate
you onthis as anindividual and as the president of Hartley College Past
Pupils’ Association, N.S.W. Branch.

Everywhere one goes, whether within Sri-Lanka or outside, he or she
would come across old Hartleyites in every walks of life. Itis undeniable
that most, if not all, of us owe our success and positions today to the
training and education we received at Hartley. Itis a tradition that lives
in all of us.

Over a period of time many past pupils of Hartley has dispersed around
the Globe. This exodus has dramatically increased since 1983.
Wherever we are, we all have a common heritage and have great
pleasure in identifying ourselves as a group and share our memories.
It soothes our souls.

Past Pupils’ Associations could function as a forum where we all could
meet each other and share our joys and sorrows. We shall sttive to
strengthen the link between various branches.

While leading our busy lives in the western world, chasing material well
being, we should not forget our roots and the duty we owe to our Alma
Mater and the larger community it serves. Itis our duty to help maintain
the standard and tradition of Hartley even at this difficult time.

Let me wish the U.K. Branch every success in their mission.

< 2 %
(P.Elango)
President,

Hartley College Past Pupils’ Association
N.S.W. Branch.
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HARTLEY COLLEGE ... SOME MILESTONES

K. POORANAMPILLAIB.A (London)
Fomer Principal & Vice Patron

The Rev.Peter Percival, D.D., Chairman of the (
Wesleyan Mission (now, Methodist Church) North
Ceylon, was a believer in the value of education. He
founded the Jaffna Central College in 1834. Two
years later, he helped to found Vembadi School for
girls. In 1838, he started the Point Pedro Wesleyan
Mission Central School (now, Hartley College). As
the Mission was out of funds, he advanced £400 (a
large sum in those days) out of his own pocket, to
start the Point Pedro School. He was afterwards re-
imbursed. He was a Tamil Scholar, helped to trans-
late the Bible into Tamil and also compiled an English
- Tamil Dictionary. Later, he went to India and was
Head of the Department of Oriental Studies in the
University of Madras.

The Methodist Church had a tier system of schools in the Jaftna Peninsula
(i) Inthe villages, they had Primary School (Grades 1-5). (i) Inthe smallertowns,
they set up Junior (Central) Schools (Grades 1 -8), to which the Primary Schools
were feeders. (iii) In Jaffna town, they had Jaffna Central College, to which the
Primary and Junior Schools were feeders. Jaffna Central was a college, as it
prepared students for the F.A. (First-in-Arts) Examinations of Calcutta and
Madras Universities. When the direct affiliation of schools to Indian Universities
was discontinued, it retained its name as a College. Itthen became the fashion
to call High Schools in Ceylon as “Colleges”.

As the pupils of the Point Pedro W.M.Central School fared well at the
Government Inspections, the school was upgraded, and permitted to present
candidate for the Entrance Examination of Calcutta. The school also served the
people of the Vadamaradchi Division in various ways. The Headmen of the
Villages were largely past pupils of the school. Later when other schools were
started, past pupils of the school served as teachers, and as employees in the
Government Departments - General Clerical, Postal, Railway and other serv-
ices. Still others took to trade with India and other countries. Thus, they helped
to develop the Division economically.

In 1913, Mr.C.P.Thamotharam became Head of the school and held office for
thirty years. At the 1916 Synod of the Mission, it was decided to recognise the
Point Pedro Central as a Secondary School in its own right, and it ceased to be
afeederto Jaffna Central. Also, the Rev.MarshallHartley, Secretary for Foreign
Missions, made a grant of money to the school for additional class rooms and




a Science Laboratory. The school was thereafter named “Hartley College”. The
school made strides and also started a Hostel for pupils from distant places, and
bought a playing field. Football, Cricket and Volley Ball were played. On the
results of the Cambridge Senior School Certificate Examinations, Hartleyites won
scholarships tenable at the Ceylon University College, Colombo, which prepared
for the External Examinations of the London University. Futher, on their
performance at the London Examinations, Hartleyites won scholarships to do
post-graduate studies at Universities in the U.K. Inthe forties of this century, the
school was among the leading schools in the Peninsula.

In the yearsthat followed, Hartley College has forged ahead, and is now ranked
among the best schools in the Island. In one estimate, the school is credited as
having, in a particular decade, sent the second largest number of students to the
Universities in SriLanka. Not only does it send large numbers to study Arts,
Science, Engineering, Medicine, Business Management, etc, but it also provides
facilities for all-round development of the pupils. Football, Cricket, Volley Ball,
Badminton are among the games played. A large number of school societies -
Literary and Debating, History and Politics, Science, Drama, English, Tamil,
Photographic - function under the supervision of teachers. Thoroughness in
studies, Discipline, the end of which is self-discipline, excellence in all things, are
among the goals.

With Compliments

") p SRINIVASAN €3

INSURANCE MORTGAGES & PENSION B
SPECIALIST

'SUHANTHAM'

ABBOTS LANE 1524 LONDON ROAD
KENLEY LONDON
SURREY CR2 5]JB SW16 4EU

081 660 5692 081 679 1952




Hartley College PP.A. atJ.S.S.A. Cricket Festival 1993
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A TRIBUTE

TO OUR LATE MR K. SIVAPATHASUNDARAM

C.S.Srikumar

Manchester United
Football Club requested
and played a match in
1976 with Point Pedro
Football Association
(P.F.A.) after seeing the
commendations made
by the Chinese National
Football Team who
played a match against
P.F.A. at Nelliyadi
M.M.V. groundsin 1975.

' Sivam Master’ did "cut-
ting the stencils and du-
plicating’ and produced
a book in Embryology in
Tamil, past papers and
answers and Reports on
local Fisheries Industry,
Disease an Environmen-
tal Pollution. He also ini-
tiated Hydro Biological
Survey which gave rise
tothe establishment of a

These historical events of Vadamarachi
were made possible by instantly found-
ing the P.F.A. by the late
Mr.K.Sivapathasundaram who has a
reputation as an able Teacher, Admin-
istrator and an enthusiastic supporter
cum patron of extra-curricular activi-
ties.

Being an 'old boy’ of Skanda, the
Gold Medalist of Madras University re-
turned there as a Teacher in 1958. In
his early years of his careeritself, young
man at his twenties, has proved his
abilities by being the 'Hostel Warden of
more than 200 students’, 'Badminton
Coach’and 'Zoo Teacher'. Hisyears at
'Skanda’ were the 'Golden Years' of
the College and in 1962 it had the pride
of sending the highest number of Stu-
dents to the University of Ceylon in the
Country.

Later years at Skanda and early
years at Hartley (from 1967), many
saw him as the ’local teacher cum
farmer’, but could not have known that

Field Centre at Thonda- manaru which
continues to this day as a living monu-
ment of his desire and belief in teach-
er's role in 'bridging’ the school and the
society.

The unfair standardisation and re-
gional restrictions in University admis-
sions by the Governmentbrought about
apressure onthe Tamil parents to seek
opportunity for their children to study
under teachers like 'Sivam Master'. Al-
though he was against 'private tution’,
the pressure of the Tamil parents made
him to organise and support the 'Cen-
tres’ and gave 'Zoo Siva’ with the op-
portunity of teaching his favourite sub-
ject tirlessly and diligently to about one
thousand students a year.

As Badminton Coach, House Mas-
ter of 'Thamotharam House’, A-Level
Teacher etc., at Hartley and 'zoo Siva’
at’Centres’ were not fulfilling his aspira-
tions, he left Hartley to join the
Thondamanaru Field Work Centre as
its full-time Director.




But within a short period, Karaveddy
born 'Sivathar’ had to return to his ca-
reer but as Principal of Vigneswara
College because of the immense pres-
sure brought on him by the elders of the
village. During his ten years as Princi-
pal, he changed the image of his college
as was done by 'Orator’ to Skanda and
'K.P’ to Hartley. He was a source of
strengthto his colleagues, students and
villagers many of whom often turned to
him for both professional and personal
advise. This was sought knowing very
well that what would be offered was
genuine and sincere and delivered with
sense of humour and wit that was so
characteristic of his inimitable style.

Although he was not interested in
positions, he was compelled to accept
positions such as 'President of H.B.C.’,

'District Coordinator of Planning and
Implimentation Ministry’, 'Director of
Curriculum Development & Scheme of
Marking for Zoology’, 'Patron of Sports
Clubs’ and 'President of Rural Devel-
opment Councils’. At a time when we
askourselves what we shall do if we go
to Jaffna, our Siva was overburdened
with activities, social and otherwise, in
promotingthe welfare of his fellow-men
and his Nation. He loved life and lived
it with hope and enjoyment of its every
moment. He was undisturbed in victory
or defeat.

He is no more but we take pride in
him who gave his life in imparting his
knowledgetoothers until his last breath.
He will be remembered with respect
and dignity.
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We say

Thank You

Sincerely, gratefully and appreciably to:
Our Chief Guest
Our Guest Speakers
All the sponsors
All the advertisers

All those you contributed articles and messages
to this magazine

Artist and Printers for their excellent work
Our Vice Patron for his advice and guidance
All members who are here in large numbers

and

contributed to the success of the Association
during the past twelve months.

To all our friends and well-wishers for their participation and

generosity.
Thank You again

Executive Committee
H.C.PPA. (UK. Branch)
1993
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R. YOGESWARAN
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R. YOGESH & CO.

SOLICITORS
EMPOWERED TO ADMINISTER OATHS

122 /126 KILBURN HIGH STREET

LONDON NW6 4HY

TEL: 071-328 7990, 071-372 3234
FAX: 071-624 8202
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M. K. SRI & CO

SOLICITORS
ADMINISTRATORS OF OATHS

93 Walton Avenue, South Harrow, Middx HA2 8QY

TEL: 081-423 2141
FAX/TEL: 081-248 3383

We Specialise in:

LEGAL AID WORK UNDERTAKEN

Partners: M. K. SRITHARAN
N. KRISHNARAJAH
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