


‘ Gandhi Macintyre

Gandhi Macintyre (born on the same date as
the Mahatma) emerged from the Methodist
Drama Society in Colombo into the Lionel
Wendt and it was at this period that he won a
scholarship to the Drama Studio, London, where
he obtained his formal qualifications. Later he
migrated to Australia where he was quickly able
to establish the material base for life in a for-
eign land, through acting! The achievement of
a stirring role in the Hollywood movie, Salute of the Jugger described by
its director David Peoples ‘Gandhi’s performance was exceptional. His
interpretation of the character was unfailingly correct’. Gandhi has over
twenty films and televisions performances to his credit including Babe,
Fat Pissa, Embassy and Heroes. The Sydney Morning Herald described
him as ‘a wonderful ethnic actor’. To work on his skills, he uses his love
of the theatre. Let’s Give Them Curry, Rasanayagam’s Last Riots, Let’s
Give Them Theatre and now The UN Inspector is a Sri Lankan are a few
of the stage plays he has engaged audiences with. Gandhi is the official
representative and auditioner in Australia for the Drama Studio, London
and tutors at the National Institute of Dramatic Art, Australia, University
of Western Sydney and Australian Theatre for Young People.
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The Tamil play Vaththiyar was written by Sri
along with Gandhi Macintyre. Sri's early inter-
est in theatre goes back to his undergraduate
days of the sixties. At the Peradeniya campus
he was initiated into acting thorugh a ‘mock trail,
a hybrid of forensic skill and the classical comic
tradition inherited from Plautus, performed for
the academic community. He played in Thea-
tre of Migration for the Sydney Fringe Festival
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and more recently in He Still Comes from Jaffnain Canberra.

In Sri Lanka, he was a student leader being elected President of the Law
Students’ Union and later a trade unionist and a free-lance journalist,
After migrating to Australia, Sri immersed himself in post-graduate re-
search in Law and International Studies qualifying from the Universities
of New South Wales and Sydney. Admitted as Solicitor and Barrister in
New South Wales, he worked for almost a decade with the Aboriginal
Legal Service.
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Jaffna
and Colombo

i A century of relationships in three plays

E.F.C. Ludowyk’s He Comes from Jaffna of old Colombo and early arriv-
als from Jaffna in 1908

Ernest Macintyre's Rasanayagam’s Last Riot of Colombo in July 1983
and He still comes from Jaffna of Cofombo at the 2002 ceasefire

A century of relationships between Jaffna and Colombo began with the
opening of the long railway line from the Northern Tamil city to the capital
Colombo in 1905. At the beginning of Ludowyk’s early 20™ century play,
He Comes from Jaffna, when the man who comes is asked whether the
overnight train was crowded, he exclaims, ‘Full to the brim! Our people
are invading Colombo!’ And yet was Ludowyk so far-seeing or merely
making an un-considered joke when at the end of his play he gets the
man from Jaffna to say of Colombo, ‘This is no place for us... and mark
my words, Jaffna will one day become the centre of attention in this Coun-
try!' After the anti-Tamil violence of July 1983, which is the subject of
Earnest Mackintyre's play, Rasanayagam’s Last Riotf, Jaffna did become
the centre of attention.

Books can be had from_h, 'Pathni_a_naba lyer.
Please contact 020 8472 8323
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VIMBAM e
4 Burges Road, London E6 2BH, UK

+44(0)8561 4230, +44(0)8472 8323
E-mall vimbam@aol.com _
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Tel: +44(0)20 8470 7883, +44(0)7956 490 694
+44(0)7984 136 160, +44(0)7723 061 817
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