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Since 1st July 1992, Arunaudhayam Tamil School for Tamil Language
and Cultural Studies has been based at the Trinity Methodist Church
Youth Center Plumstead. This school started with seven students in
1992 and today large number of Tamil families around Piumstead send
their children for their Tamil Language and Cultural Studies to this
school. Under our head teacher Mrs. Indiranee Fernando’s guidance
and our teachers’ excellent commitment, the school now teaches Tamil
Language, Carnatic Music, Baratha Natiyam, Miruthangam and Veena
classes every Wednesday evening. The' increase in population of
Tamils in the London Boroughs need to be in contact with schools for
their children to teach history, culture and traditions of Sri Lankan
Tamils. This is important because in the social policy and national
curriculum, Tamils from Sri Lanka are included with that of Indian
origins. Due to this the individuality of Tamils from Sri Lanka is hidden
not only for Tamil students but also in the eye of the world community.

Therefore with the grant support from SELF we organised a course for
our children to introduce the history, culture and traditions of Tamils
from Sri Lanka. After the course we are publishing this book — Tamils
from Sri Lanka’s History, Culture and Traditions — for the reading
purpose of Tamil children, parents and teachers. We believe the
historical and cultural knowledge gained from this book will help our
students to be able to explain the richness of their language and
culture to other community members, in order to promote and value
diversity and encourage social inclusion of all communities.

We wish to congratulate our teacher Rita Fatimaharan and the
assistants for this project Mrs Chitra Yogarajah and Mrs Marina
Vethanayagam for their service rendered in the success of the project
and book. Also we wish to thank the Administrator of the Trinity
Methodist church for their hall facilities to conduct the classes and the
JR printer for their quality printing. We hope this book could develop
the interest of Tamil Children from Sri Lanka towards their country’s
history and fulfill their thirst for cultural identities.

Management Committee
Arunaudhaya
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