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HISTORY OF SELVA SANNITHY

by. V. Theiventhira Iyer

Among the temples of Eelam, Selva Sannithy stands out, as few
other temples have such religious and. historical associations. The classic
religious work, kanthappuranam says the Lord Skanda directed Veeravaku
to go from Thiruchenthur to Mahendrapuri as His messenger. On his way,
Veeravaku set foot at Kallodai, on the banks of the river, Valli (now called
Thondaman river) in nortern Sri lanka. His footprint, in stone can still be
seen there now. On his way back, he temple built there was later called
Sannithy temple. Another sacred event occurred at that place. Airavasu,an
inhabitant of the land of the Gods was condemned to become an elephant
jungles of Kataragama. As the elephant rampaged for advive. When
Sikandi returned to Kataragama, the eclephant charged at him. Sikandi
touched the elephant’s forehead with the tip of a betel leaf and said the
mantra he had been given. The elephant regained its original form as
Airabasu. Airavasu begged to be allowed to return to the abode of the
Gods. Sikandi asked him to go to Kallodai temple, on the banks of the
Valli river, and spend the rest of his mortal life in prayer. He did so, and
attained samathi. Since he was buried beside the poovarasa tree at the
temple, that site has become sacred. Even nSw devotes who pray at that
site have their wishes fulfilled. Valli river later became involved in
historival chanfes. It was known as Valli Peruveli. The bridge to its south
was called Vallai bridge. In the 12th century, the Indian general, Karunakara
Thondaiman constructed the canal which gave an outlet for the
Vadamaradchy lagoon to the sea. It thus became known as the Thondaiman
river, and the adjacent village also took on'the same name. Because of the
temple, the village also became well known. The influx of sea water
caused places like Karanavai to become salt beds. Since salt was stored
on the shore before export, that area got the name Uppumal (Salt store)
With colonial rule, the lands were given title deeds (thombu) Titles to the
temple were also defined/ Maruthur Kathirkamar’s right to the temple land
was also formalised. Maruthar Kathik:mar’s connection to the temple is
interwoven with the divine. In the |0th century, Maruthar Kathirkamar
used to pray at the site of the puo..varasa tree and work nearby. Lord
Muruga Kathirkamar was shocked. and said that he was ignorant of
prayers and religious rituals. kath kamar was then miraculously trans
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ported to Kataragama, and shown the way prayers were conducted there
in silence, and with the mouth covered. Lord Muruga assured him of help
to manage the temple. On the way, lord Muruga told him of Veeravaku
and Airavasu and their connection to that site. He was told to make
offerings of milk rice on banyan leaves. Latter, when Lord Muruga was
leaving for the Kataragama temple festival, he asked Kathirkamar to
prepare ulutham pittu for the journey. On his returm e was to be served
coconut water, and baked green peas. By conducting the prayers and
rituals, Kathirkamar gained peace of mind. is deseendents continue to
observe the rituals and customs begun by him. Chinna Aandi Appar of the
village sponsored the first prayer at the temple. People from the neighbouring
villages of Kerudavil, Valvettiturai, Kathirippai, regulary come to the
temple. People from the opposite bank used to bring coconut and palmyrah
leavse to thatch the temple roof. Now they still remeber their links with
the temple and help it regulary. With time, buildings, ceremonies, and
facilities, have improved as has the religious faith of the people. Many
devotees, including Manipay’s Sellamuthu Somasundram (who provided
lighting and the bell tower) and N. Yogasigamani, fave centributed to the
growth to the temple and its surrounding facilities. )

Travslate by Dr. M. Kumaradava
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THONDAIMANAR

MAHA KUMBAPISEGAM

J"iw above Maﬁa Kumbapisegam
of lord Sefvasannathy Murugan wr((ﬁeld'on
07.04.2008 'Mnnday between 12.07 and 1. 37 p-m

5.00 Morning Pooja

6.00 Punniyana Pooja

6.15 Sumangali Pooja

6.45 Thevasthana Pirathisdai
7.00 Santhana Kappu

11.00 Kalasapisegam of bell Tower
12.00 Kumba Araathanai

12.07 Maha Kubapisegam

1.00 Festival

All get belessing of lord Murugan
Subamangalam

Owaers of Selvasannathy
Thondaimanar
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Oh Lord Muruga pleasc reveal to thy devotee thine gracious selfadorned by
Kadambu flower garlands, thy lustrous crowns, thy Lotus like hand holding the
power packed VEL- Spear,thy gracious six faces and eyes with lustrous colours!
When recalling how Lord Murugan of Sri Selva Sannithy, by virtue of His
munificence has bestowed on the religious clerical hierarchy the necessary
initiative to enact important projects to ensure lasting benefits to the faithful
devotees who throng the famous Temple throughout the year. These projects that
have been suecessfully completed include the brick and mortar roofed hallway
around the Sanctum Sanctorum, with sculptured Entrance Arch,ensuring
protection from sun and rain.Reconstruction of the Madapalli {Kitchen}, and the
storage hall for the decorativevehicles Vahanams} for precessions of the Lord have
also been completed. Further, in an effort to appease the hunger pangs of the
devotees , a system of providing Annadhanams throughout the year, financial
donations by desiring benefactors, bank accounts have been established and
publicised, Besides alleviating hunger, system of providing hospital service on
location has also been established.Initially this was conducted on Fridays,
Weekends, and special festive days by doctors from the Jaffna Teaching Hospital.
However, a permanent building has been constructed for this Service on land
owned by Visaga.Theivendram Iyer J.Pand is staffed by a medic,a nurse an
attendant, in order that services are available to those living permanently in the
precinets of the Temple, and those who may suffer emergencies on a visit to the
Temple and the community resident in Thondaimanar who would experience
difficulty to travel to Point Pedro or Valvetiturai. Theivendram Iyer being the son
of the renowned late VisakaRatna Iver who served the Lord efficiently for many
years, It is indeed not surprising. My dear late parents Saiva Sigamani Supreme
Court Justice Pon. Sri-Skanda-Rajah and Mrs Kanmany Sri- Skanda-Rajah had
been well acquainted with Late Visagaratna lyer for many years, and we as
children would with our grand parents stay at their residence during the entire
festival period to perform humble services at the Temple. The Annadhana Madam
that existed for many years with the VisakaRatna lyer family has recently been
demolished and reconstructed to a very high standard. Yet another personage of the
past who cannot be forgotten was the Late Chelliah Ponnuthorai Iyer who was a
solicitor as well, and remarkably devoted to SelvaSannithy

Velan and whose Daughter and husband have recenily do
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