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Sivathondan

To the Heart that yearns, the Lord draws nigh
Volume: 81 (May - June - 2017 ) Issue : 05 - 06

'NATCHINTHANAI |

o

Sivamayam

In my kingdom there is no day or night, no good or evil, no you or I, no today or
tomorrow, no big or small. If you also want to enjoy and experience this bliss, you must
set forth now with all your heart and soul. You don't need a train or a bullock- cart. What
then is required? All you want is the cart of Vairagya that never has to be renewed and
two white bulls which are called santam; and you will need for your journey the
uncooked rice of contentment, the shawl of begging alms to cover your body and the
spectacles of wisdom. Then, without looking backwards or forwards, follow me. I
cannot describe to you the sights that you will see. God is my witness.

I am you.

THE BEST SECRET

Sivamayam
We are all of the same race and religion. Within us there is no change. We are holy
beings established in Divinity Itself. All multifarious changes represent the
characteristic beauty of Reality. Great souls say that these are maya. This truth can be
understood only by those who have grasped it through the magical charm of a life of
rectitude - not by others. Because of that, sages have emphatically proclaimed again and
again that it is necessary to love all existing lives as one's own. Therefore everything
depends upon the practice of rectitude. By establishing our belves in this path of
rectitude and by constantly imagining that all are ourselves, we come, through
wonderful experiences, to the understanding that we are not gross matter, but conscious

beings.
He who never forgets.

———

— 21




AeuE et ai

dm

Jaffna Jyothi -

Light of Jaffna

During my itinerary throughout India and
Ceylon I had visited, and sometimes stayed at, a
number of holy places. 1 had the good fortune of
having the darshan of a few mighty spiritual
personages and also having close personal contacts
with them. Of these personages three need mention
here, viz, Venerable Sri Mathuradas of Uttarakhand
Kankhal, Hardwar, Rishikesh and Uttarakashi,
Venerable Sri Ramana Maharishi of Tiruvannamalai
of South India and Venerable Sri Yogar Swamiji of
Ceylon. So far, as my personal observation and,
experience goes, all of them were God intoxicated,
realised Souls.

It was summer of 1933, Srimath Swami
Vipulanandaji Maharaj had just returned from the
Annamalai University after resigning the post of the
Professor of Tamil to shoulder again the
responsibility of the General Manager of the
Ramakrishna Mission Educational Institutions in
the Island. Accompanied by him I left
Batticalo Railway Station in the morning and
arrived at the Maho Junction, Railway Station at
about 2 PM. We were waiting there expecting the
connecting train to reach Colombo station to entrain
to Anuradhapura. While both of us were walking
together and discussing various topics, all
ofa sudden Swami Vipulanandaji, telling me "There
comes the venerable Yogaswamiji", rushed towards
an old Swamiji. The revered Yogaswamiji had a
small bundle containing cloth and a book in his
hand. Swami Vipulanandaji was exceedingly
delighted to see him, at that place itself he
immediately prostrated at Yogaswamiji's feet.
Then they continued to converse, in between now
and then the Venerable Swamiji sang songs in Tamil.

Abruptly while they were talking to each other,
Yogaswamiji said, "You [Swami Vipulanandaji are a

black snake and he [meaning me] is a red snake." The
significance of snake in yoga, is that both of us are
sincere aspirants for the Selfrealization of the Divine.
We got down at Anuradhapura station, leaving
venerable Yogaswamiji to continue his journey to
Jaffna. I had all along been observing the physical
feature and the mental make-up of Venerable
Yogaswamiji. The first impression I had at that time
about him was his physical feature and mental stature
were akin to those of Venerable Sri Mathuradas
Maharaj, who was a great Mahatma and whose
behaviour and movements were those of an innocent
child, oblivious of so called social conventions and
courtesies and who was stark naked roaming about
everywhere with lofty spiritual ideas within. He was
well proofed against heat and cold, praise and
censure, pain and pleasure, and his skin had become
darkened due to exposure to heat and cold. Similar
was the skin of Venerable Yogaswamiji I observed.
My mind went, as if to Uttarakhand and I visualised
Venerable Mathuradasji in his usual form.

The Bhagavad Gita had stated about the Titiksa
(Endurance ) ofyearing soul:
Matrapastu Kaunteya Sitosnah Sukhaduhkhah.
Agamapayiunoh Anitiva Starn Titikswa Bharata"

-Gita-2/14-

'The contacts of matter, 0, son of Kunti, giving cold
and heat, pleasure and pain,
They come and go, impermanent; endure them

bravely, o Bharata.
'- Gita-2114-

Great men think and act alike. Both of them went
through the hardships of discipline and endurance
during their earlier days. Naturally the question came
to my mind as to how this physical transformation
took place in the Venerable Yogaswamiji. Thought
has tremendous influence over the body. He must
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have passed through a series of severe and
painstaking penances, Japam and meditations
culminating in the vision of the Divine. So I was later
on, told by several persons about his severe Tapas
and his memorable Success, thereby he raised the
status of the Island and created a new place in the
spiritual map of the Universe. Man is divine and this
manifestation of the Divinity has been once more
demonstrated in the life of mankind at large. Here the
contribution of Venerable Yogaswamiji is
remarkable and phenomenal. For several
years during the passage of time Sri Lanka had been
waiting for the advent of a Great Mahatma, who not
by mere talk or by philosophical discussions or by
writing thesis on theology but by living the life of
intense Sadhana and Tapas. They realised God, thus
reiterating the existence of God Sat,
Chit, Ananda | Truth, Existence, and Bliss Absolute].
God does exist and can be realised here and now. God
is not colourless abstraction, but can be seen and
talked to. After the termination of his Tapas, he
became a Siddha Purusa and in the Island he shed the
lustre of illumination nay, he illumined the hearts of
many aspirants residing in far off countries. From
now on begins the long period of his spiritual
ministration.

After staying nearly a decade in the island I
returned to India on transfer. Then again I had to go
back to Ceylon in 1951. This time the duration of my
stay was rather brief. I had to go to J affna now and
then in connection with mission activities. On the
eve of my departure from the island for the second
time I went to Jaffna with some of our devotees and
met the Venerable Swamiji to say good bye to him,
and also receive a message from him, as I had been
contemplating to plunge into Tapas somewhere in
the Uttarakhanda. The devotees and | were present at
his Ashram Cottage. The Swamiji went on talking in
Tamil, and sometimes in English.

I did not ask him any question but I fully
understood what was specially meant for me, I

returned to Colombo fully satisfied with what he
said. It is needless to mention that the Swamiji could
read the thoughts of others even from a long distance.

In 1962, I went to Colombo to attend the opening
ceremony of the newly constructed building of the
International Cultural Centre there. On Saturday, the
6'h June 1962, Swami Prematmanandaji and I left
Colombo in the morning and reached Jaffna at2 p.m.
The same day, and stayed at the North Ceylon
Sivathondan Nilayam, Jaffna, during our brief time.
That day afternoon while both of us
were resting after our meals, we were informed that
Rev. Yogaswamiji had come there and was waiting
outside in the car for us. So both of us went out to
meet him and after a few minutes talk he asked us to
get into the car and took us to the place, where his
disciple, Honourable Mr. Ramsbotham [later on
ordained as Srimath Santhaswami; son of Lord Soul
bury, Ex-Governor General of Ceylon] was
performing Tapas as directed by the Rev. Swamiji.
After staying there for sometime we all returned to
his Ashram, and he talked on spiritual matters till the
evening.

Next day, Sunday, the 17'h June 1962, we went
again to his Ashram in the evening and were with
him for nearly an hour or so. That was my last visit,
and I did not see him again. When we were about to
take leave of him, the revered Swamiji turned
towards me and unasked said to me, "You are a rich
man, you are a rich man." Then I replied, "I do not
want worldly riches". But he did not reply and kept
silent; I could very well understand the implication
of his utterance by the later experience of mine
somewhere in India.

The Swamiji had the wonderful capacity of
penetrating into the inner recesses of human hearts,
reading their thoughts and Samskaras, and of giving
necessary and valuable instructions for their gradual
and natural spiritual enfoldment. I met some of the
Rev. Swamiji's closest devotees who told me about

4
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their unique transformation by translating his
instructions into their own lives. Again he had the
power of going through the inner workings of
everybody and used to render spiritual service at the
proper time, but refused to do so if he thought that
the proper time did not arrive. Once upon a time,
one American friend of mine, who worked as a
senior officer of the Mosul Oilfield Corporation In
Iraq, came to our Colombo Ashram and me. While
discussing on several matters he casually
mentioned to me about the spiritual hankering of
another American friend who worked in the Pan
American Airways Co., New York. I advised the
Mosul Oilfield gentleman, to tell the Airways
gentleman to write to Venerable YogaSwamiji
direct, and if necessary to meet Swamiji, at Jaffna.
Needless to say that gentleman wrote to the
Venerable Swamiji, who directed him not to come
to Jaffna on obvious ground. After two or three
years I came to learn that he could not get the
permission from the Ven. Swamiji and therefore he
could not come to Ceylon. After a few years I met
that American gentleman at the Math and then I
came to know the root cause of the ven. Swamiji's
refusal. I saw that in this gentleman a change had
taken place in his life, a life plunging head long
towards worldly joys and enjoyments.

By his Mahasamadhi on Tuesday the 23"
March 1964, Jaffna lost her most eminent Sage, nay
"The Friend, Philosopher and Guide.' For several
years, the Tamil people of the island, Federated
Malay States, Singapore and the Ceylon and Tamils
living elsewhere had drawn inspiration
from the venerable Yogaswamiji, solace and
consolation in times of distress and desolation, light
and enlightenment in times of bewilderment and
darkness. Though he is no more in the physical body,
his spirit will continue to exist for a very long time,
to influence and inspire posterity. We all

e

wish that all those who had the good fortune to sit at
his feet and also had personal contact with him,
record and leave their reminiscences in writing, so
that the persons who will make their appearance in
future will be highly benefited by his soul stirring
and noble teachings and messages.

I wish that some devotee who had the good fortune
to come into closer contact with the Swamiji kept a
chronological record of the Rev. Yogaswamiji's
spiritual service, to countless disciples, devotees and
admirers. But so far as my spiritual understanding
goes, the Rev. Yogaswamiji was a Super Mahatma
par excellence and an embodiment of Kama,
Kanchana Tyaga [renunciation of lust and lucre] who
also eschewed name, fame, honour and
prestige. But all these came t0 him unasked and he
remained unconcerned and untouched.

Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna Devaused to say
"Sarva Bhute Brahma darehan halo sesa Sadhana -
To see Brahman in all beings is the finale of spiritual
effort.” Yes I could fully realize the mettle he was
made up of when he had uttered before us in 1954,
'God is in you. God is in him and God is in
her'; as such see God in all beings, and banish all
other thoughts.

During my sojourn in the island of Ceylon 1
had occasion to come into close contact with
innumerable people of various creeds and
denominations, and of different status in life. He
appeared to me as one of the mighty spiritual
personages in Lanka. He may be called as
the Light of Jaffna or the Jaffna Jyothi. May his
spirit live long and illumine the souls yearning for
the attainment of the Divine Knowledge and love.
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- continue from the last issue

CHAPTER :7

INEFFICACY OF THE WORD

18.What is the use of the reminder when there is no
memory or forgetfulness? So the word is of no
use in the case of the Absolute Reality.

19. Another good result is obtained by means of the
word. ButI am afraid to think about it.

20. It is foolish to say that Avidya is destroyed by the
-word and then the Atman became conscious of
itself.

21. The Sun will first destroy the night and then will
rise. These false words would be unworthy to be
uttered in the assembly of the wise.

22, Where is that sleep by which the awakened one
is offered? Is there awaking that tries to wake up
one whois already awake?

23. So there is no Avidya even for the sake of being
destroyed. There is no Atman that wants to enter
its own state.

24. Avidya is non-existent like the SON of a barren
woman. Then what should the axe of right thinking cut
into picces?

25.1f the rainbow were real as it seems what archer
would nothave applied a string to it ?

26.1 would beat Avidya by logical thinking if the
water in the mirage would quench the thirst of
the sage Agasti.

27.1f Avidya . were such a thing as to be destroyed by the
word then why should not fire easily burn
the imaginary city in the sky?

-
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28. Darkness docs not tolerate contact with a lamp. But is
there really anything to be destroyed before
the lamp?

29. Itis futile to lighta lamp in order to see the day.

30. The shadow is not there where it does not fall. It is
equally not, really there where it falls.

31.1t is known in the waking state that the dream
which was seen was false. So Avidya does not
exist even though it appears to exist.

32. What is gained by storing in a house the orna-
ments created by the spell of a magician or by
plundering a person who is naked?

33. If the person were to eat imaginary dishes for a
hundred thousand times, it is nothing more than
fasting.

34. The soil on which a mirage does not appear is dry. But
is the soil moistened where it appears?

35.1f it (Avidya) were real as it seems, men would have
been drenched by the rain painted in a picture : fields
would have been moistened and tanks
filled by it.

36.What necessity would there be to prepare the ink
if one were able to write by mixing up darkness?

37.Does not the sky appear as blue to the eyes? (but

it is not really blue). In the same way, you should
know that the appearance of Avidya s false.

To be continued
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