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To the Heart that yearns, the Lord draws nigh
Volume: 82 (May - June 2018 ) Issue :5-6

The

| NATCHINTHANAI |

THE GURU-GEM

The gem that blooms in sages' hearts, the masters of their senses,
Self-fashioned gem, which, ever new, was ever whole and perfect,
The gem that cures the cares of those their poverty confessing,
The gem whose rare and priceless worth by no one can bevalued,
The gem that to the world appears possessed of many colours,
The gem extolled and reverenced by Visnu of blue body'-

This gem is gleaming everywhere throughout the land of Lanka;
Thisis the sovereign guru-gem, that made of me its liegeman,

The gem perceived by those who sing with hearts made soft and melting,
Pre-eminent and radiant gem with three eyes ornamented,

The beauteous gem that forcibly has won me toits service,

The gem that Visnu and Brahma were powerless to discover?,

The gem that onits crown supports the crescent moon and Ganga,

The gem whose form is wreathed about with young and tender serpents™
This is the gem that manifests within the land of Lanka;

This is the holy gem divine, that he who seeks can capture.

The gem that rends and tearsapart the wretched gloom of bondage,
The gem bestowed as present free on those who offer worship,
Precious, rare and golden gem, without end or beginning,

The gem that will accomplish all the many wonders,

Original and foremost gem of all that have preceded,

The gem to which 'the three" prostrate, and all the host of devas-
This is the gem that has appeared in full and fertile Lanka;

This is the gem thatis my own, the guru-gem, my ruler.
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THE SAIVA SAINTS

-

I
SAINT VIRANMINDAR
and the Birth of a Great Epic.

There was a village called Senkuntoor in the hill
country (Malabar). " In that village there lived a great
devotee of the Lord, called Viranmindar. He
belonged to the Vellala, caste. He had rid himself of
all attachments within and without. He had an
exceeding love towards all true devotees ofthe Lord.
There was none to compare with him in his devotion
towards them. At all the sacred places he visited, he
first went and worshipped the devotees of the Lord
and only afterwards did he go and worship the Lord
Himself in the temple. He had leftthe hill country and
was spending his time at sacred shrines. Every -
where he led his life after the manner of the Lord's
devotees. He arrived at Thiruvaroor and spent his
time, worshipping the Lord there.

One day he saw the Saint Sundaramoorthy
Nayanar pass throughthe courtyard of the temple.
The saint, as always. richly dressed and with the
bearing of a princely bridegroom, went his way
without paying his obeisance to the devotees
gathered there in the Devasiriyon - the thousand
pillered Hall. Viranmindar saw it and was filled with
indignation. He said "Get thee behind Oh Vanthonda.
Oh the devotees, whom thou honoureth not.

Get thee behind, Oh Shiva that forcibly make
such a one thy chosen devotee. The Saint
Sundaramoorthy heard these words and was taken
aback. We learn from St. Sundaramoorthy Nayanar's
own history, it was not out of any disrespect he did
not approach Devasiriyon. It was his own feeling of

unworthiness to approach them that made him and
his heart's prayer to God for the day when he would
be made a fit servant of these devotees of God. He
wanted to make amends. He sang the Song
celebrating all the saints and devotees, "The Thiru
Thonda Thohai," proclaiming himself the servant
and slave of all the devotees.

The song earned the hearty appreciation of Saint
Viranmindar, who continuing in this life of love was
received by the Lord and made the chief among his
Ganas.

The Saint Sekilar, when he held the high post of
ChiefMinister to the Cholian King, Anabhaya, found
people everywhere entertaining themselves listening
to the Jain Epic. Jeevaka Chinthamani. The saintly
minister felt it a sheer waste of one's precious time.
He felt the poetic beauties there could not help one to
transcend the bondages of the world or 'of birth. He
told the King - so. "Are there then noble stories of
heroic -Saiva saints, capable of granting material and
spiritual ' welfare? Are the stories ancient, medieval
or modern? Tell me the stories" said the King. The
minister then related the stories of saints as given in
the Thiru Thonda Thohai, enlarged later in Nambi
Andar Nambi's Thiru Anthathi. The King was
enthralled by the stories and commissioned his
minister to write the stories in epic form. Sekilar
went to sacred Chidambaram and started on the
sacred work. He had earlier visited many of the
places of the saints mentioned in the Thiru Thonda
Thohai and gathered at first hand a great deal of
information pertaining to each of the saints. He
embodied all that he thus collected in his great
narrative poem or epic, "The Peria Puraanam." The
flrst hero celebrated in the Peria Puraanam is the
singer of the Thiru Thonda Thohai, the Saint
Sundaramoorthy Nayanar himself whese-story-we

- To be continued
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THE AMRITANUBHAVA
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CHATER : 7

- continue from th last issue

Refutation of Ajnanavada

The king Sahasrarjuna has a thousand hands,
butdoes he become one thousand and one?

Even when there are spread on loom a number
of strips. there is to be found in them nothing
butthread.

Though a crore of words meet in the residence
of speech, all of them are nothing but speech.

Though there are foliages of visible objects and
waves of different visions, they are not
different from the seer.

If a lump of raw sugar is broken into pieces
there is nothing but raw sugar.

So the Atman does not become the object of
difference though he perceives the appeara -
nce or manifests himself in the form of the
manifold objects.

The unity of the Atman is not lost even when he
comestofill the whole universe.

Though in a silken garment, having borders of
two colours, there appear different shades of
colour, all of them are threads only.

If the eye had been able to see the whole
without openingits lids thatare closed,

Or, if a Banyan tree has its full growth
without the breaking of its seed, the
expansion of the one Reality can be
compared withiit.
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Then if he vehemently desires not to sec
himself, he rests in himself.

It is like the absorbing of the sight in itself
whenthe eyelids are closed.

Or as the ocean is full in itself without the
rising of the moon, or as a tortoise naturally
draws its feet within itself.

Oras on the new moon day the moon (with
all her sixteen kales) enters the seven -
teenth digit.

So when the Atman withdraws the seer and
the objectsthatare seen, heis falsely called
a conqueror, It really is his resting in
himself.

The Adman naturally is all that exists. Then
who perceives what? This state of not
perceiving is his sleep.

He is naturally an object to himself if he
says, “l don’t desire this state of non -
perception. | want to see myself.”

The Atman is the eternal perceiver and the
eternally perceived. Now what is there to
be newly created?

Should the sky and the void, the air and
touch, the light and brightness be newly

related?
- To be continued
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