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Sivathondan

To the Heart that yearns, the Lord draws nigh
Volume: 81 (January - February - 2017 ) Issue : 01 - 02

'NATCHINTHANAI

IN PRAISE OF SIVATHONDAN

Traveling toall points of the compass, good Sivathondan
Praises the Lord whose holy feet we worship,

And tells us every month that we are Siva's servants;

He will not be forgotten by our hearts.

You must be pure in heart and with a gladsome mind
The supreme five letters incessantly repeat.

Is any worship needed on this earth? Is there a separate God?
For the Lord's true devotees what is there lacking?

Seek the rewarding friendship of God's servants,
Who with enjoymentread the pleasant essays,
Brought by bounteous, majestic Sivathondan,
Who to the Pearless sat-guru gives praise.

Plentiful rain will fall in the land of those who search,
And there will be great sweetness in the hearts of those who seek.

All sins will flee away from those who sing, and heavenly wisdom will be theirs.
That jiva is Siva you must see and clearly understand.

Sivathondan, shows the path of clarity of mind,

And pours forth a stream' of poems the knowledge to disclose,
That 'twixt Vedanta and Siddhanta no difference is found,
And on this earth to us reveals That which transcends all sound.
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TIRUEMPAVAI

-

The Hymn of tiruempavai opens with some young
maids calling out to their friends inside the house, to
join them in a procession to sing in praise of the Lord,
who is without beginning and end, and who is the
source of effulgent light. It is appropriate that in this
lyric, the Lord should be extolled as a resplendent light
(Paranjothi) as it is composed Tiruvannamalai, where
the manifested form of Siva is Light, symbolic (Agni) of
the light that purges one of all darkness.

The damsels who wake up before dawn form into a
choir, and wind their way to the houses of their friends
arguing with those who are not ready, that there should
be no spiritual lethargy among the faithful companions
of the Lord. The procession of girls moves on and at
another door, they playfully mock at a certain friend
who usually, spoke so eloquently of her Lord and yet
who was late in opening the door to join them. The
maiden inside retorts that she is only a young novice
and that older devotees should not take amiss her
weakness (7. 3.) to which they reply, "Will not those
pure of heart sing of our Lord?"

Whenthe girl inside wanted to know whether all the
other companions had joined them, the maids outside
bade her come and do the counting herself as they
were too engrossed in praising the Lord who was dear
to them, (7. 4.) who though unfathomable even to the
Devas has made Himself nearer to them in Grace and
Love. The young maidens from outside remind their
friend of her promise to awaken very early in order to
awake them. It is strange that she should be so
indifferent to join their choir, even though they
have come to her dwelling place so early in the
morning. It was incredible to see one so sensitive in her
love to the Lord unmoved, even when she heard them
adoring Him in the most endearing terms. Then follows
a happy picture of the dawn when the exulting songs of
birds and cocks are heard and conch shells sound in the
temples, as if it were radiating the light of God's grace
everywhere.

We hear the happy innocent voices of children
singing a moving paean of love. They imagine
themselves asthe spouses of the Lord's lovers, and pray
to Him who is both the wisdom of the ages and the
wonder of recent revelations to grant them this boon.
The next stanza is an address to the temple vestals to
tell themall about their beloved. "His place? His name?
His kith and kin who?'(7.10.)

Then follows the stanza where the maidens dip into
the pond singing and sporting gaily in the fullness of
their love. While disporting thus, they raise their voice
of praise to adore the Lord who sports in Tillai's Hall,
and who grants to earth-born mortals, His grace on
earth. They pray to Him to grant them bliss everlasting.

Thenwe have a fine allegory. The floating lily and the
lotus flowers that they see while bathing in the pond
appear tothem astheir Lord and Sakti. The trailing
bands of swans are like the garland round Siva's neck;
the conch shell is the bracelet adorning the arms of
Sakti: and the vibrant music is the serpent twining
round the Lord; those who dip in to bathe are the
devotees who enjoy the grace of the Lord,
who are cleansed of the 'three-fold malas' (7. 13
Thus they imagine as they joyfully plunge inside the
lake. Their joy-breaks into a jubilant dance of Sakti
whose glory theysing.

'Sing ye the feetof Her who armiet wears,
Who cherishes us as Her children! (7.14.)

Next, we see the lovelorn state of a maid who out of
the fullness of her love, has given her life wholly and
entirely to Him. Her companions are amused. Who is
this peerless, wise One who can conquer her thus?
(7.15). This stanza might refer to the poet himself. So
great was his yearning that those who looked on him
wanted to know the author, who was responsible for
such rapturous love. This passage reminds us strongly
of a fine stanza in Tiruvaimoli (7. 2): where the mother
paints the picture of her daughter who has given her
heart to the Lord of Tiruvarangam.

[26]
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The poet resorts to an allegory of the cloud to
explain the function of Grace (Sakti); like the cumulus
cloud thatdraws its water from the sea and condenses
in showers of rain, amidst thunder and lightning, so
also the Sakti (Grace) arises with lightning flashes of
her beauty and the sound of her cymbals is like
thunder; the rainbow reminds us of her eyebrows; she
is gracious to those who love the Lord whose side she
never quits, and sends showers of grace to them. (7.
16). The young girls wrapt in the overpowering
emotion imagine that even the Gods do not enjoy
such bliss as they do, when they sing of their beloved
who had cared for them and made their hearts his
abode and granted them His Grace! The Lord is
frequently referred as "Jyothi" or brilliance. "The stars
pale; Darkness recedes at the approach of the Sun of
Glory." (7.18).

In beauty of thought and expression, stanza (7. 19). is
considered a gem in Tiruvachakam. It is the prayer of
love. The damsels vow to serve none but the true
devotees of the Lord.

"Thouartthe only refuge of Thy own children ...
Grant us the boon of serving Thy devotees only,
Lovingthem and 'seeing joyin nought else:

The poet adopts the technique of "Ahatturai", the form
of Love poetry in this Lyric. The last stanza ends on a
melody of praise. In complete self-surrender, these
young damsels contemplate on the supreme Lord's
transcendent form and on His loving grace, surpassing
human understanding.

INTERPRETATION OF TIRU EMPAVAI

The poet uses symbols and practices prevalent in his
time to convey his thoughts and feelings on one of the
most entrancing manifestations of the Lord's Grace. He
reveals in this lyric, the profundity of his great vision.
Like Blake, he had to speak the meaning of eternity in
the language of time, consistent with the religious
practices of his day.

Many are the mystical interpretations given of
this poem. That it is a lyric in praise of Sakti,is clear from
the intent of the maidens' songs. Without the
mediation of grace, God can never enter into any direct

or personal relationship with the universe. In India, the
month of December signifies the awakening of the
Universe from its slumber of involution and marks the
dawn of a new phase in the process of evolution. The
Siddhanta theory is that it is through Sakti, the
counterpart of Siva, His Grace, that the Supreme
evolves all things and life fulfils its destiny. Generally
this hymn is taken as an impassioned call to the
maidens who symbolise the human soul, slumbering in
a stupor of darkness, to rise before dawn in December
which marks the beginning of activity in nature, that
they may bathe in the refreshing waters of life and be
cleansed from the impurity of ignorance.

Vidwan Sabapathy Mudaliyar in his edition of
Tiruvachakam in 1871 and Srila Sri Siva Arunagiri
Mudaliyar in his edition of Tiruvachakam and
Tirukkovai in 1927, stress the idea of the operations of
the nine Saktis, in their interpretation of Tiru Empavai.
Each Sakti causes the other to move, and the Nava
Saktis - Ambikai, Kanagambikai, Gowri,
Ganga, Uma, Parasakti, Adi Sakti, Gnanasakti and Kriya
sakti - are the principles of evolution. They move in the
Suddha Maya and one by one, they cause the various
parts of the universe to move by the action of their
Grace on them. This is no doubt an ingenious
interpretation in line with the philosophic import of
Saiva Siddhanta, but much of the spontaneous poetry
gets overwrought under the weight of this
philosophical approach.

We can approach this lyric only as an example of pure
poetry. Nestled on all sides by towering hills and quiet
dales, Tiruvannamalai's exhilarating air invigorates the
young children particularly, and it is no wonder that both
the cantos sung in this sanctuary noted for its music
resounding from its rocky hills, should breathe the
bewitching vigour and exuberance of young children at
play. The poet was on his long and arduous pilgrimage to
Tillai. Passing Tiruvannamalai in the month of December,
he must have heard and seen the children going from
house to house singing, and wending their way to take a
bath in the tank. Said Blake:

When the voices of children are heard on the green,
And laughingis heard on the hill;

My heart is at rest within my breast,

And everything else is still.

- - ]
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This poem unfolds the longing of the poet to enjoy the
bliss divine along with the saints of God. Those maidens
who stand outside, singing the glory of the Lord in strains
of unpremeditated spontaneity are the holy saints of the
Lord and the poet is the maid inside. They call on the
devotee to join their band: "We are the loved ones ofthe
Lord." Then they chide their friend, that one who was
so exultant in the adoration of the Lord and who had
expressed such great love in the sweetest terms, should
now be so docile. This may refer to the poet's gift of
sweet utterance as testified in Tiruvachakam. We can
almost hear the languid sighs of the poet as he speaks
through the lips of the young maid from inside, and tells
his friends that he is still a novice, whereas they are His
most faithful saints. The poet had bewailed many a time
that he was left behind because of his immaturity,
whereas all the other devotees had followed the God-
Guru.

Manivachakar fondly imagines that his loneliness
would be dispelled if he joins the band of saints. He
awaits their coming on the injunction of the Lord. This
lyric is a salutation to the principle of Fatherhood and
Motherhood as Siva Sakti, and the poet revives his happy
memories of Tirupperunturai days, when he and the
saints of the Master-Guru sported in adoration of the
Lord in the manifested form of Ammai-Appan (Siva-
Sakti). In the first nine stanzas, the poet addresses his
inner self in appropriate forms, in accordance with his
spritual progress. In this reminiscential mood,
we find him making a number of references to his early
experiences; as for instance in stanza 9 the devotees
speak of his exalted state of love which may allude to
the days following hisinitiation at Tirupperunturai.

This was in sharp contrast with his present state of
spiritual stupor. After the Poet's Prayer, we share with
Manivachakar in his slumber of weariness. At this stage,
the favoured sons of God go to his door and recall all the
fine promises he had made, and revive his supersensitive
sensations of overwhelming love for his Master, and of
his pledge to sing of Him and Him only. They succeed in
awakening him out of his stupor and finally, they all joinin
a tuneful procession to the tank where they purify
themselves in the waters of Grace, and offer their
salutations to God.

In Tiru Empavai, Manikkavachakar floats in the lake of
grace relishing with exceeding joy the company of God's
loved devotees (stanzas 11-18). Siva Gnana Botham,
Sutra Xl echoes the same sentiments. "Let the Jivatma
after washing off its mala which separates it from the
'Lotus Feet of the Lord', mix in the society of the Bhaktas,
whose souls abound with love and who look Upon their
forms as His Form”,

Finally, Manikkavachakar extols both the
transcendence and the immanence of the Lord, followed
by salutations to Him who presides over the five-fold acts
of creation, preservation, dissolution, involution and
grace.

"Thouthatart without beginning and end-
Hailtothy Roseate Feet;

Thou Immanent One! Hail to thy Golden Feet,
The source of life, Hail to thy Flowery Feet,

The joy of life - Hail to thy twain feet,

Hail to the beauteous lotus that cannot be seen,
Thy golden grace that made us Thine, Hail, Hail."

From ""The Hindu Testament of Love"
by Ratna Navaratnam

GREAT EXPERIENCE GIVES RISE
TO GREAT POETRY

An approach has also been made to understand the soul of St. Manilkkavachakar by means of his poen. In the per-
fection of its fine poetry into which we impersonally enter, we behold the perfection of all things and are one with that
perfection. Poetry is a fine medium to pay homage to the absolute truth and the reality of the truth makes a sovereigh
claim upon poetry that it may well be said that great experience gives rise (o great poetry. Thus. in Tiruvachakam, all
that is offered to the sum of perfection has both the unity of inspiration and the sublime grace of art.
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THE AMRITANUBHAVA

CHAPTER :7

W

- continue from the last issue

REFUTATION OF AUNANAVADA

But for the help of knowledge the very word
ignorance would have concealed itself
under the ear i.e would never have been
heard.

Afirefly shines by entering into darkness (i.e.
it has no real illumination) so the so called
beginninglessignoranceis utterly false.

The ignorance is great only in itself as a
dreamor darknessis greatin itself.

The horses of mud cannot be harnessed; or
the magician's ornaments cannot be worn.

Though taken forcibly in the abode of
knowledge the ignorance does nothing. Will
there be any ripple of mirage in the
moonlight?

And what is called knowledge is nothing but
ignorance eijther of the two can be shown by
concealing the other (because they
resemble each other).

Let us discontinue this preamble. Let us first
makeasearchforignorance.Thenthefalsity
of knowledge will be understood by
understanding the real nature ofignorance.

If the ignorance really lives in knowledge,
why does it not turn its dwelling (i.e.
knowledge) intoignorance?

Itis theinborn nature of ignorance to befool
a thing in which it dwells.

10.

11.

12

13

14,

15

16.

17.

18.

Now if it be said that the sacred texts declare
that the ignorance dwells in the Atman and
envelopsitsresort.

(The objection can be answered th us). If the
seed of ignorance dwells in the condition
where there is no rise of duality then who
knows that it exists?

The ignorance, being non-intelligent, cannot
know itself. Can it be a proof to its existence-

S0, no sooner is it said that the ignorance
would cause its understanding than the very
contradiction would compel the speaker to
keep silence.

If ignorance befools the knower (the Atman)
who would say that this is ignorance?

Would it not be shameful to call it ignorance
if it cannot conceal the conciousness of its
own existence?

If the clouds really eclipsed the sun, who
would enlighten them? If a person is
annihilated by sleep, who would experience
it?

Therefore, if the thing in which ignorance
resides becomes ignorant, the ignorance
being unable to know itself would vanish.

That by which the existence of ignorance is
distinguished, can never be itself ignorance.

- To be continued
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