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Sivathondan

To the Heart that yearns, the Lord draws nigh
Volume: 81 (March - April - 2017 ) Issue : 03 - 04

NATCHINTHANAI

HAIL TO THE FEET OF THE SAT - GURU!

Hail to the feet of the true guru, who removed the six paths of the adhvas
And made me, His humble servant, to transcend all the tattvas

Hail to the feet of the teacher, who gave initiation and made me his.
Saying- "You are not the body; you are the Atma"

Hail to the feet of the able master, acclaimed as the great tapasvin,
Who gave the sweet and noble saying- "Be and see!"

Hail to the feet of the sat-guru, who came and guarded me like a mother,
So that I need not frequent the homes of the miserly and mean!

Hail to the feet of the true gury, who came like amadman,
And took in his hands my wealth, my body and my life-all three!

Hail to the holy dancing feet, that have become What is
within and without, body and life, youand I!

Hail, ever hail to the anklet-circled feet of the revered and bounteous one,
Who bestowed on me the priceless blessing of living as I please!

Hail to the feet of the saz-guru, who placed his feet upon my head,
That I might not be bewitched by the beauty of ladies bedecked with blossoming flowers!

Hail to the feet of the perfect one. who gave me the grace to prosper,
By looking at me, his slave, and saying- "Why do you have doubt?"

Hail to the sacred feet of the great giver, who dispelled my fears and made me his,
And, by one word, caused me to be as a painted picture!

Hail to the holy feet of the good tapasvin, who revealed
The whole world within the one word-Om, and told me- "Itis [."

Hail to the feet of the precious one, who at the proper time took me as his own,
And showed to me the glorious dance at beautiful Nallir!

Hail, all hail to the feet of the gracious master, who by his laugh
Saved me from wandering here and there in search of food and money!
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LINGODBHAVA MURTI

The Lingodbhavamurti, is one of the common icons
in Southern India, which according to the Agamas is
required to be placed in the niche in the western
wall of the garbha-graha or the central shrine. Siva
i< said to have appeared in the form of a blazing
pillar of immeasurable size to quell the pride of
Brahma and Vishnu. The story, which is almost
identically given in the Linga-purana, the Kurma -
purana, the Vayu-purana and the Siva-purana, runs
as follows:- Vishnu at the end of a kalpa was
slumbering on the deep abyss of waters; a great
illumination occurred then near Vishnu and from it
emerged Brahma. Brahma saw before him another
person Vishnu; Brahma approached Vishnu and
introduced himself to Vishnu as the creator of the
whole universe and demanded of Vishnu who he
was; to which Vishnu replied that he was also the
architect of the universe, Brahma could not brook
the statement of Vishnu and a quarrel ensued
between them both. At this juncture there
appeared a linga resembling the great cosmic fire,
with hundreds of tongues of flames blazing out of it,
Instead of quarrelling with each other Brahma and
Vishnu set about to find out the top and bottom
respectively of this huge mass of fire, for which
purpose the former assumed the form of a swan
(hamza) and flew up in the air; while the latter took
the form of a boar and burrowed down into the
earth, The attempt of these two Gods to discover
the reality and measure of this fiery pillar proved
futile. They then came to realise that there certainly
was something far greater than themselves; whose
top or bottom they could not find out: thus
humiliated they approached this pillar of fire and
began to praise it, Pleased with their prayers Siva
manifested himself to them in the body of this fiery
linga with a thousand arms and legs, with the sun,
the moon and the fire as his three eyes, bearing the
bow called the pinaka, clad in the hide of an
elephant, carrying the trisula, wearing the
yajnopavita made of snakes and with a voice
resemlbing the rumbling of the clouds or the noise
of the drum, addressed Brahma and Vishnu thus:-

"You both are born from me Brahma, having come
from my right loin and Vishnu from the left loin; all
three of us are really one but are now separated into
three aspects, namely, Brahma, Vishnu and
Mahesvara. Brahma will in the future be born of
Vishnu and at the beginning of a kalpa, | myself will
be born from the angry brow of Vishnu" Thus
declaring, Mahesvara disappeared. From this time
the linga came to be worshipped by all men.

While searching for the top of the pillar of fire,
Brahma came by a petal of the ketaki flower and
asked it wherefrom it was descending; to this the
petal answered that it was falling from the
head of Mahesvara, for what length of time it could
not rember Taking hold of this petel, Brahma
descended and lied to Vishnu that he had
discovered the head of Mahesvara and from it had
brought this petel of the ketaki flower. For uttering
this piece of falsehood Brahma was cursed not to
receive any worship from men on earth. Henceit is
stated, Brahma is never enshrined in a separate
temple and offered worship.

In the Amsumadbhedagama is found the
following description of the Lingodbhavamurthi.
The figure of Siva in the aspect of Chandrase
kharamurti should be carved on the front of a linga,
It is stated in the Karanagama that one-fifth part of
the linga should be left out on the top and at the
bottom respectively without any sculpture. The legs
below the knees of the figure of Chandra- sekhara
carved on the linga should be invisible, that is should
be left unsculptured, On the right of the linga and
near its top Brahma should be represented in the
shape of a swan (hamsa) while Vishnu should be
carved in the form of a boar on the left at the foot of
the linga. The figures of Brahma and Vishnu should
be sculptured onthe right and left respectively of the
linga and also facing it, with two hands held on the
chest in the anjali pose. The colour of the figure of
Siva should be red, that of Vishnu black and that of
Brahma golden yellow. Over and above this
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description, a few additional details are found in the
Kamikagama. The size of the swan, it is stated,
should be the same as that of the face of Siva, while
that of the boar, twice that of the face of Siva. The
figure of the boar should be worked out as digging
into the earth. The figures of Vishnu and Brahma
should be expressive of submission and be
sculptured beautifully; or they may be altogether
omitted from the panel; in this latter case, the swan
and the boar should necessarily be there. The
Silparatna adds that Siva should carry the Sula in one
of his hands; whereas, Karanagama requires that of
the four hands one should be in the abhaya pose,
another in the varada pose should carry the parasu
and the fourth a Krishna - mriga (a block buck) and
that the digit of the moon (chansdra-kala) should
adorn the crown of Siva. Such is the description of
the Lingodbh vamurti, which is illustrated with three
pictures. The first Picture is that of the Lingodbhva
murti found in the Kailasanathswamin temple at
Canjeevaram and is over twelve hundred years old.
This piece of sculpture is very much at variance with
the textual description. The figure of Siva-
chandrasekara has eight arms of which some are
seen carrying the parasu, the sula an akshamala and
some other objects while one is held in the abhaya
pose and another is resting upon the hip (katyava
lambita). Then again the one-fifth part of the linga
on the topis not left unsculptured, nor is the part of
the linga lower than the knees of the figure of Siva,
equal to a fifth of the total length of the linga. But
the sculpture agrees with the Sanskrit texts in that
the legs of Siva below the knees are left out
unsculptured; the digit of the moon is shown on the
crown of Siva; the boar - avatara of vishnu with four
hands out of which two are shown as digging the
earth and the other two as carrying the sankha and
the chakra and not an ordinary boar; as stated in the
Agamas, is carved out at the bottom space of the
panel; Brahma is seen flying in the air in his own
forminstead of as a swan, one of his legs as also that
of the other deities on the left of the linga, is
horizontal. while the figures of Brahma and Vishnu
each having four arms are sculptured on the right
and left of the linga; they have each one arm lifted
up in the pose of praising while the other rests upon
the hip, and the remaining ones carry their

characteristic weapons. The top of the niche has got
a highly artistically carved makara-torana.

The second picture, represents the
Lingodbhavamurti in the temple of Siva at Ambar
Magalam. In this the linga has a wreath of flowers
thrown over its top; the figure of Siva is shown with
four arms, one of which is held in the abhaya pose,
the other in the katyavalambita pose (resting upon
the hip), and the remaining two carry the parasu and
the black buck. The legs of the figure of Siva below
the knees and up to the ankles are sculptured
against the rules laid down in Agamas; the feet alone
are kept hidden in the linga On the right of the linga
and on its top is to be seen the swan whose beak is
prominently visible; below and on the left of the
linga. is to be seen the boar half man and half beast,
burrowing the earth. This piece of sculpture belongs
to the mediaeval Chola period, that is, to the 11th or
12th century A.D.

The third picture, is a pen and ink sketch of the
lingodbhavamurti from the dasavatara Cave at
Ellora. The whole panel is a remarkable piece of
artistic work; it consists of the blazing pillar of fire at
the centre, with the figure of Siva emerging
from the middle of it, having one hand in the abhaya
pose - another resting on the hip, while the others
are carrying perhaps the parasu and mirga (deer).
Since Siva is said in some puranas to have precented
himself before Brahma and Visbnu as a flaming.
pillar (the Skambha of the Atharvanaveda), the artist
has shaped! the linga like a pillar with a capital.
Flames are bursting out in 'tongues on both side of
the pillar. Brahma with four faces is seen flying in the
air. and Vishnu as Varahais digging the earth with his
hands and snout, On the right and left are seen
Brahma and Vishnu respectively standing in a
reverential attitude. with two hands clasped in the
anjali pose and the other two carrying the
characteristic objects such as the sankha the chakra.
the kmaandala etc., of these two deities. The details
in this sculpture are executed in the most exquisite
manner. It might be observed that in all these cases.
the figure of Siva is enclosed in a lenticular
aperture on the surface of the linga.

From: Lingodbhawar
by S. Narayanswamy
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THE AMRITANUBHAVA
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- continue from the last issue

CHAPTER :7

REFUTATION OF AJNANAVADA

It is Meaningless to say that there is cataractin
theeye, yet the sight is not impaired.

If the fuel does not burn by its contact with the
wild fire its power of burning will be futile.

If there is darkness in the house, yet it does not
darkenit. then it cannot be called darkness.

Who would call it a sleep that does not affect
the wakefulness? Can it be called night if it
does not cause the daylight to disappear ?

The word ignorance becomes futile if the
Atman is entirely pervaded by ignorance and
yet it remains asitis.

Moreover it will be logically inconsistent to say
thatthe ignorance resides in the Atman.

Ignorance is the gathering of darkness while
Atman is the mine of effulgence. Now how can
both of them be united?

(They can be united) If wakefulness and dream,

memory and forgetfulness. would go hand in
hand.

If cold and heat can travel together to their
resting place or a bundle of the Sun's rays can
be tied by the rope of darkness.

Orif night and day came to stay together at the
same place. the Atman would continue to live
with the help ofignorance.

29

30.
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If death and life can be intimate relatives, the
Atman's existence will be dependent on
ignorance.

Why should there be this contradictory talk
that the ignorance that is dispelled by the
Atman dwells happily withit?

Oh, if the darkness gives up its nature and is
turned into light, naturally it becomes the sun
without any doubt.

If the fuel gives up its nature and is turned into
afire, the same fuel becomes the fire certainly.

Or no sooner a stream. giving up its separate
existence, flows into the Ganges, than it turns
into the Ganges itself.

In the same way there is no ignorance. It is
entirely Atman. In fact the ignorance is turned
into knowledge as soon as it comes into
contact with it.

Ignorance, being contradictory to knowledge,
can- not reside in it. Also it cannot exist
independently.

If the fish of salt becomes alive. it can neither
live in water nor outside the water.

Atman shines where the there is noignorance”
words like these should not be, therefore,
listened to by the wise ones.

The illusory serpent, appearing on a rope,
cannot be bound by it, much less can it be
drivenaway.

- To be continued
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