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Message

From

GEORGE MENDIS, ESQ..

{ Deputy Director General of Education.)

e THE Hony. Secretary of the Jaffna Schoels Sports Association has
kindly requested me to send a Message for inclusion in the Souvenir to
Commemorate their First FEleven Soceer Finals of 1979, I have always
considered that Jaffna has shown systematic organisation in sports acti-
vities. The Jaffna Sports Association in particular has to be referred to in
that they have done immense service in promoting soccer among as many
school children as possible. They have had soccer competitions in nearley
5 divisions which means that a large number of students have taken part.
In the First Eleven division, 1 note that 12 of the premier schools have
taken the fieid while in Division 1,13 schools and in Division 11,13 schools
have taken part. This means that 38 schoo's at the rate of 11 players and
4 reserves, amounting to 15 have had 570 children in the field. Compared
to the poor rate of participation of children in sports this number is fair.
Then multiplying 570 by about 120 per head. [ mean the spectators and
the real active school boy supporters - the silent participants amount to
about 10,000. Along with this we have 38 Principals and about 76 teachers
alse closely involved in this soccer competition so that 1 could give credit
to the Jaffna Schools Sports Assoeciaiion for the 10,000 student foot ball
patrons, 114 teachers and 570 active soccerites which can be noted on the
score card of the Jaffna Schools’ Sports Association.

The Ministry of Education, in 1980 hopes to devote a good part of
its wortk to promote active participation in sports among as many school



children in all schools (Tue target is 90 of thz school children); and
also to ensure that there is fair play on the ficld and out.

Sportsmanship, rather than naked compstition, just for medals and
certificates by hook or by crook will bz replaced by honest participation
at a very high standard. Every child in schoo! will bz expscted to participate
in- some kind of sport avaiable and suitable for them, It may be simple
walkipg or even walking on an ‘Edanda’. Traditional games like Chakgudn
etc. wili have its due place atong with other premisr national games.

I commend the Jaffna Schools Sports Association and I end my
note hoping that this Association will in 1980, along with the competitions
that ‘they coaduct, will devote a greater part of their resousces to encourage
more children to participate in sports and atiain a very high s andard and
that even the poor schools ia out of the wiy placss would play soccer.
I hope to see th: day that the JSaffna Schools Sports Association conducts
its Foot Ball activites in remote Delft, Point Pedro East etc,

My best wisnes to th: Association.

Ministry of Education,

Malay Street, GEORGE; MENDIS .
Colombe - 2.

26-11-79



Mlessage

FROM

T. MANICKEUVASAGAR ESQ..
Regional Director ¢ Education,

Northern Region.

JAFFENA,

I Note with great personal satis -
 faction the wveoman service the Jaffna
Schools Storts Association 1S rendeving
towards the promotion and development
of Sports and Games among the scheol
children in the North. It gives me tmmense
pleasure, thevefore, in sending this message to the Souwvenir fo be
published in commemoration of the lst Eleven Finals of the Soccer
Tournament.

Academic training alone does not make a child perfect; but
Co-cwrricular activities conlribute a great deal towards the develop—
ment of the chill’s persongliiy.

For, it 1s on the playing fields that the future builders of
the Nation are moulied and nuwtwred. In this context, I highly
commeni this Asscciation on the excellent services it is performing
an this part of Sri Lanka,

T. MANICKAVASAGAR,
Education Department,
Jafina.
28-11-1979
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Message

From

- : L
@‘ -:Sﬂ!n?ara{'m:n-r £osg.
Gy
{ Hony Secretary, Sri Lanka Schools'
Fooiball Association )

It is with greal pleasure ihat I send thss message to the
Smwcmer of The Jaffna Schools’ Sports Association.

So-cer is one of the healthiest and cheapest forms of recre
alion with unlimited skills, among all sports. The characters of a
good number of the Greatest Sons of the North, have been moulded
on the playing fields. In order to build a healthy Nation and
also to enable peace, prosperity and goodwsll to prevasl among the
people of this country, sporls activities of all types should bs
‘promoted.

The Jajfna Schools’ Sports Association is one of the oldest
Association in the Islamd. I’s service fo the Schools in Jaffna is
smmense. It has been steadily contributing much towards the pro-
motion of Sporis-especially among the School Children and the
Youth of the Northern Province. They ave ab their best in the
Game of Soccer. Fiom the inception of this Association, players
have represenied the Ceylon side and the National teams. This
steady flow should always be maintained by the organtsers.

It is with pride, I state that this Asseciation has been the
shining beacun in the North that guides ouwr younger gemeration
to do their best in every walk of life. I wish this Association to
move from strength to strength sn achieving the finest gualities of
sporis.

Colombo Hindu College,

Bambalapitiya, C. Selvaratnam,
23id - Nov - 1979
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Message
From

E. CANAGALINGAM, ESQ.,

( Presideat, The Jaffna District Football, Referees’ Asscciation.)

THE Jaffna Schools Sports Association is well on the
way to celebrate its Diamond Jubilee. The Annual Competi-
tions have certainly gone a long way to help the furtherance
of Football and Athletics among the schools spread over
the Jaffna District.

The Jaffna District Foot-ball Referees’ Association whose
main task is the building up of efficient referees to control
the games effectively, in a just and fair manner, has in good
measure contributed to the success of the Schoo! Tourna-
ments. We have over the last thirty years helped to raise
the Standard of the game in Schools. We will continue to
impart ‘the knowledge of the laws of the game to those who
desire to be trained as referecs. We also do our utmost
to bring about wniform standards among the referees and
to determine the correct interpretations and above all urge
them to act fairly and take decisions without fear or favour.

It is certainly the responsibility off the Educationists
who are involved in the development of sport to do all
they can to promote the ethics of fair-play and to act
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against those who consciously use unfair methods and un-
lawful aggression in order to win.

There should be a keen endeavour in schools to aim to
dmonstrate all that 1s good in sport, to respect fairplay, to
despise acts of cheating and to eschew all forms of violence ;
to- develop a sporting spirit which accepts defeat without
shame and triumph without chauvinism.

The school football should be a stage for a display of
the highest standards of competitive behaviour and bring
credit to all concerned.

The J.S.S. A. deserves the praise of all for the succes-
ful completion of another year of competition.

25-11-°9 E. Canagalingam



Message

TO THE J. S. S. A. SOUVENIR 19759

H am privileged to have been
asked to send a message to the
Souvenir that the J. S. 8. A. intends
to publish on the occasion of this
year’'s Football Finals.

I was associated with the
J.S. 8. A, for 35 years from its
very inception in the hate 20’ s. At
the beginning inter- collegiate cham-
pionship matches were played on the
home-and-away basis. This of course
was upsatisfactory in many respects.
In 1931 it occurred to me that we
might play these matches on a
common ground and charge a gate
of Scts. thus cashing in on the
enthusiasm of the Jaffna man for :
football. Accordingly we staged these matches on the Seminarv Grounds
at 8t Fatrick's College paying them as rent one-third of the aross
reccipts. The collections during the first year amounted to Rs 972/- The
next year.this increased substantially. In 1933 the J. § S, A. got the lcase
of a ground at Pannai from the government. Thus staried the present,
series which has now grown to giant proportions, It has been heart-warning
to see the terrifie crowds at the Duraiappah Stadium in recent years and

also the order and discipline observed by them.

The Association passed through a severe crisis in 1948 and successfully
survived it. Some of the older and batter-known schools decided to secede
from the Association giving as their reasons (a) that they did not approve
of competitions and (b) that the schools often quarrelled. As for the
first, we felt that life was a big competition from beginning to end and
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it was our duty to train our boys to face it and ro take victory and
defeat alike, As for the second, we might have quarrelled but the thing
to remember is that we were still on talking terms! Quarrels among the
schools which complained were not unknown before or after they quitted.
Ancther bone of contention was the admission into the Association of
all schools, big and small, who satisfied the constitution. T am glad we
stood firmly by this democratic principle.

It is to the credit of the Association that it has produced several
athletes who brought fame to Jaffna and to the country, I remember,
among others, Rajaratnam, Duraisingam, George, Kibuka and Ethirveera-

singham who were outstanding.

I wish to congratulate the officers of the Association and the Com-
mittee on the satisfactory way in which they are conducting such a
mammoth competition involving over 25 schoois. This, of course, is not
possible without ths co-operation and understanding of the vagious
schools who also deserve our congratulations, The Jaffna crowd must be
thankful shat there are other gamss being olayed for their pleasure besides
politics. :

Finally 1 wish the J. S. S, A. many more years of useful sarvice to
the youth of Jaffna,

-

J. P Faf'urairalnam-

27-11-79
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From

/(P .fuuleﬂa.-n, Csq.,
{ Principal, Kokuvil Hindu College. )

I nave great pleasure in sending this message of
felicitations to the J.S. S. A. Since its inception in the late
twenties it has done yeoman service in improving the stan-
dard of athletics and soccer in the north. The soccer
tournaments held under the auspices of the J. S. S. A.
draw mammoth crowds from all parts of Jaffna.
The Football season which usually starts in the latter
part of September of every year is an eveat eagerly
awaited for by the public. Many eminent Principals
held posts of honour as Presidents of the J.S.S. A. since
its inception. The association has functioned efficiently all these
years. It has fostered a spirit of comradeship among our
schools. I wish the Association all success in the future.

M. MAHADEVAN

Kokuvil Hindu College,
28-11-79.
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Message

From

’ 2
\?\ (gutusu.rs-t!amrn, Cag.,
( Principal, Union Coliege )

I consider it a privilese to give « message to the J S, S. A.
as DPrincipal, Union College for we have been associaling with
the J.S.S. A. from its inception. J. S. S. A. has eonducted many
turnaments very suceessfully to the emitire salisfaction of all parti-
cipant schools. The large cvowds we see as speclators at the
Duraiappah Stadium bear testimony io the standard of Soccer
displayed by the member schools. I am sure the member  schools
will extend their co-operation to uphold the traditions ai the
J.S S. A. as they have been doing in the past.

Let me Congratulate the President, the Secvetary and ihe
Soccer Commitiee on thesr splendid performance this year,

K. Balasundaram

Union Colleze,
Tellipallai.
28-11.-79.
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essage

From

T. NADARAJAH, ESQ.,

{ President )

SOCCER today is one of the World’s most popu'ar sporting
events. It can be played with inexpensive gear and easily appreciated
by all. It is a game with traditions and it is the duty of our Association
to see that these traditions are honoured in the right spirit. Although
our Association had conducted tournaments as far back as the thirties,
records are avaiable only since 1934, Today thirty six schools are members
of our Association and many of them participated in this years tourna-
ment. Apart from giving the public an opportunity to witness a good
foot-ball game, our Inter collegiate matches also serve to promote good-
will between member schools. Tt is with this view that Seccond Eleven
and Third Eleven matches are played an a home-and-away basis,

I must say with justifiable pride that many school boys who
represented their schools in this Association’s tournament had in their later
years played fer Universities, Training Colleges, varicus Clubs and Depart-
ments. At the national level, we have failed to centribute much as most
of our talented players have been content with their laurels at school level.
We hope that in future ‘years our players will continue to play the game
with zeal even after they leave school and find places in the national team.

This year our Association had organized five tournaments. Twelve
schools have cntered for the First Eleven tournament and the public had
an opportupity to see many players from leading schools in acticn. In
the Second Eleven and Third Eleven the tournament is organised in two
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divisions — viz. Division I and Divisioa II. Thus five separate champion-
ships will bs declared. In the Second Eleven and Third Eleven the Division
Il tournaments are organised for schools that have so far failed to play
in Quarter finals, Semi finals and Final Matches. The Division II tourna-
ment will go a large way to promote soccer in many schools that have
entered the tournament receatly.

It would not have been possible to organise a tonrnament of this
nature without the help and co-operation of the Principals of member schools
Prefecis of games, Coaches, Players and Paren's. 1 take tlis opportunity
to thank all those mentioned above for their valuable ‘contribution towards
fostering soccer in the North. Today’s children will be future citizens and
I would kindly appeal to them to grow up responsible citizens and when their
turm come, render their fullest support to promote good soccer in the
North, '

I would also like to place on record the help we receive from the
Director of Education, N. R. and other officers in the conduct of this
tournament,

His worship the Mayor of Jaffna deserves a special thanks for
giving us the Jaffna stadium to conduct our matches. We all thank the
ground staff, Jaffna Municipality for helping us to lay the grounds. Soccer
spectators are always emotional and the Jaffna police deserve our
sincere thanks for coatrolling the crowd on days of the matches,

The Soccer sub-committee of the Jaffna Schools Sports Association
and the Secretary have taken all pai-s to conduct this tournament and
the foot-ball fans of Jaffna should always appreciate their services and
forget them for any short comings.

Finally 1 thank all soccer loving public for their kind presence today
and your arc assured of a good soccer treat.

0. ﬁaa(m-ujalr,

( President )
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(Hony. Secretary, Jaffna Schools’ Sports Association)

1 am happy and proud to send this message to the
souvenir to be published in connection with the final soccer
match of our tournament

This year’s tournament was indeed an achievement worthy
of praise because of the imclement weather and other odds.

It will indeed interest evervone that this tournament in
soccer is conducted in five groupings wiz. 1st XI, 2nd XT A,
2nd XI B, 3rd XI A and 3rd XIB.

It is a matter of great satisfaction that today’s match
is the culmination of a successful conclusion of the tourna-
ment.

I cannot avoid making reference to the fullest co-operation
extended to me by the member schools and the Jaffna
District Football Referees’ Assocration.

I must also place on record the invaluable assistance
of the Jaffna Police in conducting this tournament which has
a tendency to erupt into explosive situations.

The Association very much desires that more publicity
given to our actwltles in the natiomal press.

I congratulate the winners and thank the losers for
participating in a spirit of camaraderie and sportsmanship.
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The J.S.S. A. #Then and Now

I have bcen asked to write of the werk of the 1. S.S.A then
and now. 1 feel that the best person to do this is Mr. 1. P. Thurai-
Tatnam, who as its Secretary amd Presidend for sbout thirty years, had
steered it through fair and foul weather with dedication and true Ssports-
manship. He it was, who dreamt the dream of a Scheols Sporis Aswocia-
tion to organise Competitions and of a ground of its own. It is
easy to have a dream but it takes guts and determination to see a dream
through. Thurairatnam is a notable example of what one man’s patient
planning and courage can accomplish.

Till 1925 schools used to play * friendly * matehes on a home and
away basis and Athletlc Competitions used to be held on the King’s
Birthday. Mr. A. S. Abraham formerly of St. Johns was one of the
Chief Organisers. In 1926 Mr. €. W. Phelps cf Jaffna College, like
many of his Countrymen, opened up a new frontier in sperts, by making
thc Athletic meats conform to A. A. A. rules. Track was accuretely
measured and records kept He also set a high standard in football
refereeing. which his lieutenants Thurairatnam, Sabalingam and others have
maistained.

In 1931 & 1932 all football matches were played on the St. Patrick’s
College grounds, but as the conditions laid down by St. Pairick’s College
were found not advantageous, the J. S. S. A. was looking out for a ground
of its own, It was at this time, Thurairatnam got the idea of leasing out
a plot of Municipality land in Pannai. The idea was as bold as it was
impractieal and many principals took a dim view of it; but Thurairatnam
persevered, fought against vested interests, and within weeks. made a first
class grovnd, erclosed with corrigatcd sheets, out of what was a dumping
ground of refuse etc. The first matoh was played here in 1933, In 1947
the Municipality took over this ground. The J. S. S. A. then leased a
pot of land belonging to the Sivan Temple and matches were played on
it under unsatisfictory c¢onaitions, After two years, this ground was
abindoned amd the veaue shifted time to time from Manipay Hindu,
Police grounds and Parameshwara and now it is the Duraiappah Stadium,

In 1948 there was a split in the J 8.8, A. originally it had only
seven member schools with free Education, rural schools were fast develop-
ing into first grade institutions with emphasis on games. They wanted
10 join ths J.S,S.A. and take part in all competitions. The rules
nermitted  all Senior Secondary Schools to become members; but the



Principals of some leading Schools were not willing to take them in.
They looked at these rural Schools with the sort of ©Aryan’ supremacy
with which Fitler looked 'at Jessc owens, and wanted segregation in sports
for these Schools, There was much centroversy. Jaffpa Central, Jaffoa
Hindu and Parameswara steod by us. The others left. The J. S.S. A. had
broken through prejudices and achieved equality fer all Schools. The:
attitude of the Seceding Schools is difficult to understand. They are
against competition in Sports in Jaffna but they take part in the Public
Schools Meets in Colombo. They feared that rowdism would be unleashed
at Matches and hoodlums would take charge of the field when rural Schools
take part. These fears have proved groundless. They were also not prepared
to take defeat from these schools, The achicvements of rural schools botk
in studies and in sports in recent years have more than equalled those of
the other schools.

The J. 5.S. A. annually runs football compstitions in three age
groups, besides the Annual Athletic Meets. Nearly 28 schools are
taking paat this year; which means opportunities have been given to
more boys to develop their talents than in former years. This
involves very hard work for the J. S. S A. officers, especially to the
secretary; but they have been doing a good dole of it. Hard comperition
and the desire to win at all cost, have sometimesled to irregular practices:
but the J. 8 S. A, with the goodwill of Principals and prefect of games,
have smoothed over all difficulties.

The standard of football in the opeinion of old people like me. is
not as high as it ought to be, after so many years of competitive foot-
ball. One reason is younger boys are now playing than in the old days.
The J.S.S.A should enploy Competent coaches and hold Camps to train
the boys in Seientific foot ball so that our boys, on lgaving school will
be able to take part in matches at the national Jeve!. The Stadium ground
is very unsatisfactory. It is like playing in ‘the back yard on account of its
uneveness sandy patches, and overgrowth of grass. I suggest that the J. 5. S. A
{eases the Stadium f.om the Municipality for the football season and
improves it at its own expense before the matches begin. '

Finally I wish to give the players the following message. **The most
important thing in these games is not to win but to take part; Just as
the most important things in life is not the triumph but the struggle. The
essential thing is to have fought well™

C. Subramaniam
Ex - Prasident 1. §, S, A.
Emiritus Principal
Skandavarodya College
Chunnakam:
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J. 5. 5. A. - A Towering Sentinel
: This i
GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR
BY
Sports Scribe-Raj

Fifty years have gone by simce the formation of the Jaffna
Schools’ Sports Association by a small band of active, enthusiastic Sports
Masters, Physical Directors and Sports-Conscious Principals from the North.

Ever since these PIONEERS ‘piloted’ a straight and even course in
a noble and dedicated effort to help improve the standard of athletics
and soccer among the Schools in the North, the Association has taken
giant strides forward in its PROGRESSIVE MARCH, despite a few
Schools breaking away from its fold in 1947, and teday, it proudly stands
as a TOWERING SENTINFL, ¢dwarfing’ the other Sports Bedies in
their stature,

It is really heartening to note that the Jaffna Schools’ Sperts Association
has, during the past decade or so, taken into its fold a great number
of schoels from the rural outposts, the latest addition having been
Kilinochchi Msha Vidyalayam, and it has successfully *unearthed’ the
unspoilt and unsophisticated talent from thercin and channeled them to
avenues, new and rewarding,

Soccer, the most popular and Exciting sport in the North has always
drawn huge ‘Crowds’ when two top contenders have battled it out either
at the Stadium or any other venue. But it has bean the Schools® soceer,
the annual tournaments conducted by the J. 8. 8. A., that the Jaffna
SOCCER ADDICTS have aiways craved for. The Knock-out* ties’ of the
Tournaments, right from the quarter final stage onward, have evoked much
spectator interest, and it has been in anticipation of real vintage soccer
fare that many thousands of ardent fans have, year after year, converged
at the Durayappah Stadium, not only to witness their *idols’ in aetion
but also to give vznt to their pent-up emotions.

Reputed soccer playing Schools like Jaffne College, Jatfna Hindu,
St. Patricks, Jaffna Central, St. Henry’s, Parameswara, Kokuvil Hindu,
Skandavarodaya, Union and Mahajana have all etehed their names in



ii

letters of gold, among the First Eleven First Division schools in the
annuals of the Jaffpa. Schoels’ Sports Association during the past five
decades or so. Urumpirai Hindu and Manipay Hindu too have made their
presence felt, and in very 1ecent times, Arunodaya, Osmania and Vasavilan
M. M. V., from among the Juniors, have adorned its pages,

The Finalists at. this year’s Competitions are Jaffna Central and
Jaffna. Hindu (Third Eleven, First Division: St. James M. V. and Chava-
kachcheri. Hindu (Third Eleven Second Division, Urumpirai Hindu / Nadeswara
(Second  Eleven First Division) St. James M, V. and Chavakachcheri
Hindu (Second Eleven Second Division) Kokuvil Hisdu College and
Union College ( First Eleven, First Division ) It is my siacere hope
that the Cream of the lot in the fivs <finals’, all in their quest  for
€hampionship honours, would bear in mind that. fair play, and sportsmanship
are two Cardinal “‘virtues’” th at would be cherished even in defeat.

Finally, T deem it a great pleasure to thank the energstic Hony.
Secretary, Mr. N. Somasuderam (J. S.S. A.) and its genital' Przsident
Mr. T. Nadarajah, who, despite the many vexing and knotty problems
they have been confronted with, strove hard to keep an even keel. The
unamimous choice of these two for a second term of office this year, despite
the efforts of certain *forces’ moving at the highest' level' to push them
out, spoke volumes of their integrity and character.

My Warmest Greetings
fo the J. S. S. A. in this

GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR.



EINALISTS

DIVISION I)

srd II Chavakachcheri Hindu College Vs St. James, M. V.

ond II Chavakachcheri Hindu College Vs St. james, M. V.

DIVISION (1)

3rd 1I Jzfina Central College Vs Jafina Hindu College
ond 1l Trumpirai Hindu College T's Nadeswara College

FIRSY ELEVEN

Union College Vs Kokuvil Hindu College

MATCH OFFICIALS

DIVISION (D

3rd. X1 Referee Mr. P. Rajakanthan.
ond. XI Referee Mr. K. Thanabalasingam.

DIVISION (D

3rd. XI Referee: Mr. R. Thangarajah
2nd. XI Referee: Mr. K. Tharmakulasingam

FIRST ELEVEN

Referee. Mr. S. Antonypillai

[ -
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% ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ¢

The J affna Schools’ Sports Association ex presses sis grateful Thanks to:

Our Guest of Honour

¥

*
¥
A

K

+

*» ¥ & X

To all these who sent us Messages and Articles. to be ;’mbiisked

. The Superintendent of Police and all police personal.

Personal who helped us to rum the tournaments.

The Mayor and his staff for allowing us the use of the Stadium
Grounds, and all other assistamce.

The Principal Jaffna Central College for allowing us the use
of the School grounds.

The members of the Jaffna Diswrict Referees’ Association for
officiating at the maiches.

All Principals, prefects of Games and Teachers in charge of
Foot ball of the Affiliated Schools for the kind co-aperation.

Our Advertisers and Wel-wishesrs
The Press

Our Palrons.

The Ground staff of the Stadium.



DEEN TAILORS

SPECIALIST IN GENT'S TAILORING
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Competition Committee

Mr. T. Nadarajah (President)
Mr. P. Somasundram

Mr. A- H. Hameem

Mr. R. Mahendran

Mr. S. Chelliah

Capr, N. Somasundrim S, L, C.C. (Secy)
Mr. G. J. Sabanathan

Mr. V. Sivasupramaniam

Mr. P.S. Cumaraswamy

Mr. S T. Chari

Mr. N. Sivapatham

Myr. V. T. Nadarajah
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