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HARROW INDEPENDENT COLLEGE
Schoot of Mathematics. Seience & Economics

NOW ENROE. FOR

WHY Choose Harrow Independent Collegeﬁ IC) ?

Our high academic focus, student encouragement and friendly teacher-student Pearson BTEC H‘ her Natfona.‘ Programmes
relationship together generates better grades for students.

Our highly qualified and experienced teachers wark with students using the SWOT analysis.
Extensive revision and exam preparation classes provide students with that desired additional
support which is needed to sustain in the competition, particularly in Medicine and Dentistry. -

HIC helps students to reach their maximum potential using an

appropriate blend of our 8 strengths to success, which are: T —

Small class sizes with high academic focus ::;Two Year Regu!a rGesE o o
Well qualified and highly experienced teachers | - Minimun) of 8 GCSE’s with other eptlonaf subjec&: avadabfe :j- =

3 : | ! : : - Tutor guidance in choosing | the. nght mix of sub;ecfs : :
Individual learning plans based on SWOT strategic planning matrix  Work Experience Opportuntti es =
Tutorial sessions in addition to reqular lessons Fope
Variety of engagement and work experience opportunities GCE A Level Coumes e

i i - One year intensive A Levee‘
Additional revision and exam preparation classes 18 months intensive A eve{

Inbuilt University Preparation Programme (UPP) - Two years mgu!arA level e

- University preparation and work expenence oppeftunft;es
Specialjsation in Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology, Physics,
-Computer Science, Psychology, English Language and Laterature

g _ Economics & Government and Politics S

Harrow Independent College * Full Time - Extensive revision and exam prepararfcn r:ec:hmques o

308-310, Eastcote Lane * Part Time

it o ‘ Samaé’am ué&am:e
HA2 9AH * Evenings ?

. : Approved Exam Centre for AQA, OCR and Edexcel
United ngdom * WEEkeﬂdS Registered by the Department for Education (DfE) as an

independent school, registration number 310/6011

CALL US NOW ON: +44 208 423 6227 | edexcel = UCAS

P Cenlrs fom Pearson We are a UCAS registered centre

www.harrowindependentcollege.co.uk “gTEC OCR '1
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Excellent record of university placements
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246 High Street North, E12 6SB East Ham, London

Tel: 0208 552 6577

- 244 High Street North, E12 6SB East Ham, London
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VILLA ROOM DETAILS

2 Big Rooms with Air Condition Big Visiting Hall with Air Condition
Bathroom Facilities . Kitchen Facilities

Security Camera Car Park

Wi-Fi TV

WITH ALL FACILITIES FOR £19.99 PER DAY
THE BEST SPECIAL OFFER FOR THIS SUMMER!
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Following the statements made in open courts by the defence counsels
Shavendra Fernando PC and Attorney-at-Law Asitha Siriwardena, against
the Criminal Investigations Department (CID), when the magisterial
inquiry into the abduction of 11 Tamil youth in 2008 was taken up two
weeks ago, blaming the latter for not naming certain tangible suspects
in the B reports submitted in courts while naming those who were not
involved, the CID has once again come under severe criticism for their
continued failure to obtain a statement from Navy Intelligence Officer
Lt. Commander Sedililage Don Sumedha Sampath Dayananda, who is
one of the main suspects wanted for the abduction of two Tamil youths
from Wattala in 2009, for ransom

Speculation is.now rife as to why, though vital evidence have surfaced
regarding the abduction of two Tamil youths in Hendala, Wattala in
2009 allegedly by navy officers, the Criminal Investigations Depart-
ment (CID) has taken a step backward from the initial investigations by
not recording a statement from the main suspect, Navy Intelligence
Officer Lt. Commander Sedililage-Don Sumedha Sampath Dayananda.
According to the facts reported to Colombo Magistrate Court No: 3 by
the CID (Case No: 2109/2009), Lt. Commander Dayananda is the most
wanted person into the abduction of the two Tamil youths. Despite the
strong material unearthed during the initial stage of the investigation,
the failure to obtain a statement from the suspect, over the past one
year, has raised doubts whether the CID is now attempting to defend Lt.
Com. Dayananda from interrogation. The ‘B’ report reveals details into
how Dayananda had used one of the victims’ mobile phone for several
months since the abduction took place while he was attached to the
Navy Base in Wattala. Meanwhile, Lt, Com, Dayananda has reportedly
told his_contemporarieé at Sri Lanka Navy (SLN), that he would never be
guiestioned nor arrested by the CID as the present Chief of Defence Staff
is looking after his interests. Highly reliable Naval officers on strict con-
dition of anonymity exclusively revealed to the Daily Mirror last week
how thiis Navy Intelligence officer, against whom sufficient evidence has
surfaced for his alleged involvement into the abduction for ransom, had
been boasting that the then Navy Commander Vice Admiral Ravindra
Wijegunaratne- who is now the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), is safe-
guarding him against being summoned to the CID for interrogation and
that he would never be arrested.
The fate of Pakkilisamy Yoganathan and

Ratnasamy Pramanandan is yet unknown
The fate of Pakkilisamy Yoganathan and Ratnasamy Pramanandan, who
were abducted on January 11, 2009 while on their way to Wellampitiya,
is yet unknown. They had left their home, situated at No: 73, 7th Lane,
‘Bloemendhal Road Kotahena, to go to Wellampitiya on January 11, 2009
afternoon in the former’s Toyota van bearing registration number WP PA
6023. But they never returned nor was the vehicle they were travelling
in found. Later investigators uncovered that they had been abducted in
and around Hendala Wattala, for ransom together with the vehicle they
were travelling in. The investigators, going by the B report, believe that
the gold sovereigns that were in the possession of the victims-worth
of Rs.2.5 million at that time-is alleged to have been taken over by the
abductors. According to Yoganathan's wife, two Navy officers had visited
her few months after her husband’s abduction demanding a ransom to
release the two victims, The CID in the ‘B’ report, filed in the Colombo
Magistrate’s Court, states that they believe the two youths had been
killed thereafter- the same fate that had befallen on the 11 Tamil youths
who had been abducted by the Navy the year before.

Following the information received regarding the Navy's involvement in
abduction of five students from Kotahena and six more from other parts
of the country in 2008 for ransom, the CID- whilst conducting the inves-
tigation at the Sri Lanka Maritime Naval Academy at Trincomalee, where
the victims are said to have been kept under detention- had received
anonymous information about a vehicle belonged to Kasthuriarachchige
John Reid. He was among the 11 abductees. According to the informa-
tion received, the abductors had not only kidnapped Reid, but also had
seized the vehicle bearing registration number 56-5536. This vehicle had
been used in Trincomalee by Sri Lanka Navy under a forged registration
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number plate- Navy 2016. The anonymous informant had also told the
CID officers that few parts of Reid’s vehicle had being hidden in a safe
house at the Navy's Gemunu Base at Welisara.

Forged registration number

According to the B report, following the tip off, though the CID investi-
gation team- lead by Inspector Nishantha Silva -discovered John Reid’s
vehicle within the Sri Lanka Maritime Naval Academy, the Navy could
not produce any legal document to claim the ownership to the vehicle
they were using with the mentioned forged registration number. The
Navy had deleted the chassis and engine numbers of the vehicle which
were beyond recognition, but John Reid’s brother and brother-in-law
had identified the vehicle which was owned by the victim. The original
paint, which was white, had been changed to blue.

The facts reported to courts further state as to how the CID investigation
officers, after obtaining a court order from the Colombo Magistrate’s
Court, examined Gemunu Base at Welisara for the hidden parts of the
vehicle, When going in search of the spare parts, the CID had discovered
a heap of vehicle parts hidden in a room adjacent to the Navy Intelli-
gence Sailors’ Hostel. Upon inspecting the closed room, the CID had
been able to unearth 72 pieces of a dismantled vehicle, When inguired
from the navy officers what those spare parts were, the CID had been
informed that they were parts of a vehicle laden with explosives that
was taken into custody on an alleged information during the height of
the war. But, there were no records to show that the Navy had informed
the police or the bomb disposal unit about the vehicle,

Meanwhile, the Government Analyst had been able to discover the
chassis number of the dismantled vehicle. Using the information, the
Department of Motor Traffic traced the name of the owner and found
out that itwas Pakkilisamy Loganathan of 73, 7th Lane, Bloemendhal
Read, Kotahena. Later it had come to light that the owner of this vehicle
had gone missing since January 11, 2009. Through further investiga-
tions, it was allegedly discovered how Pakkilisamy Yoganathan and
Ratnasamy Pramanandan were abducted by the Navy and how the
vehicle they were travelling in was seized and how it was dismantled
and hidden in the safe house to conceal evidence of the two abduction.
From the evidence the CID had recorded statements from the Navy
officers, attached to the Gemunu base in Welisara, at the time of the
abduction. When the abductions in which the Navy was involved in
were unearthed as per the B report, the then Commanders Vice Admiral
Wasantha Karannagoda and later Ravindra Wijegunaratne had reported-
ly told President Maithripala Sirisena that all those who were abducted
were involved in terrorist activities, They had said that there was no
ransom involved regarding these arrests, although the State Intelligence
Service, Terrorist Investigation Division, Colombo Crimes Division, Police
Narcotic Bureau, Kotahena Police, Intelligence Unit Western Province,
Army Intelligence Unit, Air Force Intelligence Unit, Navy Intelligence Unit
and Police Special Investigation Unit have cleared their names against
any involvement in crimes or terrorist activities.

Promise not kept
The ‘B’ report further states as to how all requests made by the CID to
the then Navy Commander Vice Admiral Wijegunaratne, demanding the
release of Navy Intelligence officer Lt. Commander $.0.5.5. Dayananda,
fell on deaf ears. The CID has also informed the court that although Vice
Admiral Wijegunaratne had once given an assurance that the suspect
would be handed over once he finishes a training course he was under-
going, the high ranked Navy official had not kept his promise. Be that
as it may, the court had been informed through the ‘B report as to how
former Colomba DIG Anura Senanayake, who was arrested and is now
on bail for concealing evidence in Wasim Thajudeen’s murder, had pre-
vented the officers of the Colombo Crimes Division (CCD) from inquiring
into the abduction of these two Tamil youths in Wattala when there was
clear evidence against the Navy officers.

What is the fate of the Tamil youths abducted by officials of the sea
going force in separate incidents in 2008 and 20097

On a complaint lodged by Rajagopal Chitradevi, the wife of Pakkilisamy
Yoganathan, on May 9, 2009, the CCD had initiated an investigation. 3
It had revealed how the inquiring officer Sub Inspector CCD, Sumudu
Sudesh Wijesinghe was not allowed to record a statement from the
accused Lt. Com. Dayananda by the then Director CCD, SSP Anura
Senanayake and the task was handed over to SI, Samantha Kulatunge
Hettiarachchi, who was on probation. According to the statements
made to the CID by CCD officers, the then SI, Wijesinghe, S, Hettiarach-
chi and the former ASP CCD, Asoka Senarath Jayathilake, had Anura
Senanayake not intervened in the inquiry and the investigation, the
CCD could have saved the lives of Loganathan and Rathnaswamy and
also the vehicle from being dismantled.

According to S| Sudesh Wijesinghe’s statement, the disappearance of
thé two Tamil youths was handed over to the CCD on the request of
the Ceylon Workers' Congress MP, R. Yogarajan. On the instructions of
the then SP, Ravinda Karawita, Wijesinghe was assigned to investigate
the complaints lodged by the wives of the two victims. The statement
further states, ‘Going through Loganathan’s mobile phone IMEI (inter-
national mobile equipment identity) number, it was discovered that
the phone had been used with a different SIM card -071 6887811 by
5.D.5.5. Dayananda of 19 C, Pdagoda, Beruwala, Kalutara. This number
had been used from January 15, 2009 for four days since Logana-
than’s disappearance. It was later revealed that Dayananda is a Navy
officer. Although Dayananda was asked to report to the CCD to give a
statement, he absconded for several days and had later met SSP Anura
Senanayake. When Senanayake informed SI Wijesinghe that Dayanan-
da had picked up the phone from a bus he was travelling and since he
could not find out the owner he had made use of the phone. SI Wijes-
inghe had refused to accept what Dayananda said. As a result Anura
Senanayake had repeatedly not allowed Wijesinghe to record the
suspect’s statement but asked SI Hettiarachchi to record Dayananda's
statement. ‘In the meantime the CCD had been able to find out the
IMEI number of the mobile phone used by the other victim- Rathnas-
wamy. This phone had been used with another SIM card- 0773852046
which was registered under Secretary to the Commander of the Navy,
Commander of the Navy Office, Navy Headquarters, P.O. Box 593,
Colombo 1. ‘Although the new developments had been informed to
Anura Senanayake, he had not given any instruction to investigate into
the abduction. Even Sri Lanka Navy did not reply to any of the letters
the CCD wrote to them on this matter’.

According to the statement made by ASP Ashoka Jayasinghe, he had
confirmed what SI, Wijesinghe had said in his statement and had
further added as to how he, as the ASP CCD, was in a position to
investigate the complaints, but eould not on the directives of Anura
Senanayake, who had wanted only to discharge the work that he (Anu-
ra Senanayake) had assigned, but not any other ‘unnecessary” work. -
According to the statement, Anura Senanayake had worked closely
with the then Defence Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa and Head of
National Intelligence Kapila Hendawitharana. Meanwhile, it has come
to light how the then Director Intelligence, Sri Lanka Navy Commander
Ananda Guruge, who is also accused of having a hand in the abduction
of 11 Tamil youths in 2008 too was involved in the Wattala abduction
as well, according to the ‘B’ report filed in courts. Chitradevi speaking
to the Daily Mirror said how two Navy officers visited their Kotahe-

na residence, a few months after her husband’s alleged abduction,
seeking a ransom to release him. However the conversation between
Chitradevi and the said naval officers had come to an abrupt end when
Mr. Mohan- brother of the then UNP Provincial Council Member Y.P.
Ram- intervened.

“Two middle aged men said to be from Sri Lanka Navy came to our
door step one morning and wanted to find out details of my husband.
When | asked who they were, | was told that they are from the Navy.
They were in civil attire | could not understand what they were saying
in Sinhala. Continuation in page 10.. . .
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ABDUCTION OF 11 TAMIL YOUTHS TWISTS AND TURNS IN
THE INVESTIGATIONS Continuation of page 8., ..

| sent a message to Mr. Mohan who is a businessman in the vi-
cinity. When Mr. Mohan wanted these two riavy officers to show
their identity cards, they refused and left immediately. We still
don’t know whether they were from the Navy. '

After the CID informed us that they had found my husband’s dis-
mantled vehicle within the Welisara Navy Camp, we believe that
it was the Navy that sent these two men to gather more infor-
mation about my husband and also seeking ransom,” Chitradevi
said. :
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According to Chitradevi, following her hushand’s failure to return
*home, she had lodged a complaint at the Kotahena Police the
following morning. “When | took a call to my husband around
5pm the phone was not working and since | could not contact
him thereafter and as he did not return even by midnight, | be-
came impatient. My husband had never stayed a night away from
home other than at times when he travelled abroad,” Chitradevi
said. She further described as to how 5| Wijesinghe had told her
that he had been stopped from inquiring into the disappearance
of the two by the then Director CCD, SSP Anura Senanayake.

“I lodged the complaint at the Kotahepa Police and met MP, R.
Yogarajan. He gave a letter to the CCD.requesting to take over the
investigation. | lodged a complaint at ‘Sahana Mediriya’ at the
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Police Headquarters, but to no avail as Anura Senanayake had
prevented the CCD Officers from further investigating,” Chitrade-
vi said,

When contacted Navy Spokesman Com. Dinesh Bandara, to
obtain a comment with regard to the Navy's failure to assist
the CID to apprehend suspects involved in the abduction of the
two Tamil youths in 2009 and the 11 Tamil youths in 2008, Com.
Bandara said that he would direct the questions to the relevant
departments at SLN and make a statement to the Daily mirror .
Alfhough several reminders were given to the Navy Spokesman
during the past week seeking a statement from them, the Navy
Spokesman did not respond to any of the calls made thereafter
nor sent a comment till the paper went to print.

PARLIAMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY: NEW LEASE OF LIFE
FOR WATCHDOG COMMITTEES

Since December 2015, 16 sectoral oversight committees have been
empowered to scrutinise draft laws and recommend changes to the
country’s legal network, while watchdog committees COPE and COPA
have strengthened parliament’s role as controller of the public purse.

The Government made vital changes to the country’s legal framework
based on a report by an oversight committee of Parliament when it

* increased the number of High Court Judges and set up a Permanent
High Court at Bar to try serious financial crimes. This was an encour-
aging sign that law-making had become an all-hands process with the
fast evolution of Sectoral Oversight Committees which were introduced
in February 2016, Parliament Assistant Secretary General (ASG) Tikiri
Jayathilake observed, The Sectoral Oversight Committee on Legal Affairs
(Anti-Corruption) and Media headed by Ajith Mannapperuma, who was
recently appointed @ Deputy Minister, came up with a report containing
‘Recommendations Pertaining to the Expeditious and Efficient Adminis-
tration of Criminal Justice’ on September 20 last year.

The committee in its report made the shocking observation that “the
entire criminal procedure in response to serious crimes seems to con-
sume approximately 17 years”, an average 10.2 years to prosecute at
the High Court and another seven years for the completion of the two
appeals in the Court of Appeal and Supreme Court. The report was a
damning indictment on the serious delays in-administration of criminal
justice in the country. Subsequent to this report, the Government
amended the Judicature Act accepting the Committee’s recommen-
dations that, “The Parliament should establish a new Anti-Corruption
High Court, It should hold day to day trials through three benches each
comprising three judges of the High Court” and “the maximum number
of High Court judges should be increased t0110 from 757,

The oversight function of Parliament is considered one of the corner-
stones of democracy. Oversight powers of the legislature is aimed at
holding the executive branch accountable for its actions and ensuring its
policies are in line with laws and budgets enacted by Parliament. Since
the executive presidential system came into effect in 1978, historically
Parliament’s oversight role was diminished by an all powerful executive,
who usually held large majorities in Parliament. The mixing of members
of the executive branch with legislators also complicates the oversight
process, with ministers often sitting in oversight committees, and in
many cases such as the Committee on Public Enterprises (COPE) until
2015, a cabinet minister chairing the committee. Until August 2015,
D.EW. Gunesekera who was a minister in President Rajapaksa’s cabinet
held the post of Chairman of COPE. Traditionally, and according to
parliamentary best practice, oversight committees should be chaired

by a member of the opposition, if the true aim of legislative oversight
committees is to hold an incumbent Government to account.

On December 19, 2015, nearly a year after President Maithripala Sirise-
na assumed office, a resolution was passed in the House of Parliament
to introduce what is known as a system of Sectoral Oversight Commit-
tees. Out of the 16 Sectoral Oversight Committees, Jayathilake observed
that the Committees on Legal Affairs (Anti-Corruption) and Media,
Women and Gender, Education and Human Resources Development and
Energy have stood out from the rest with their national level contribu-
tions. “The oversight committees are headed by the backbenchers and
they have more time than the Ministers to involve in the committee
process. They can get the assistance of individuals with expert know!-
edge on a particular subject and study the draft policies and legislation
in depth. If needed, they can also go on field visits to collect information
and summon witnesses. The committees can even appoint sub-com-
mittees to look into any matter in detail. “There were instances where

some committees even got the assistance of foreign experts,” said
the ASG. He pointed out that it is easy for the minister concerned to
go ahead and make the proposed amendments based on the recom-
mendations coming from oversight committees as there is collective
agreement on them. “This is the true spirit of participatory legislative
process,” he observed.

ASG Jayathilake noted that in just two and a half years, Sectoral Over-
sight Committees in Sri Lanka’s Parliament had exceeded expectations.

Participatory legislative process

Under the new system, annual reports, draft legislation, amendment
bills, regulations are referred to the oversight committees. The ASG
observed that it is only in Sri Lanka that regulations made by various
ministries were being referred to the Oversight Committee prior to
being approved in Parliament. Going through the statistics uploaded in
the Parliament website on the attendance of MPs for sectoral over-
sight committees however does not paint an impressive picture of MPs
participation in the committees. From January to July there had been 41
meetings of sectoral oversight committees and the attendance of none.
of them exceeded eight where each committee comprises 21 members.
Thirteen out of 41 mestings had only 3 members in attendance, barely
the number of MPs required for a quorum.

“Our committee system is still at a very young age compared to many
other countries. Therefore the MPs don't have thorough understanding
on its role; The attendance in committees must be improved for better
results and productivity. We believe this can be corrected as the com-
mittee system evolves. There are ample instances where progressive
amendments came up from the committees and a considerable number
of such proposals has been accommodated by the Government,” the
ASG commented.

COPE and COPA in full-flow

In the meantime, Parliamentary watchdog committees have sprung
back to life wielding substantial control over public finance with a new
found vigour, ending a long and dormant winter season that prevailed
prior to 2015. The ASG pointed out the Committee on Public Enterprises
and Committee on Public Accounts, in their abbreviations ‘COPE’ and
‘COPA’ have become household names and everybody from intellectuals
to common man on the street is eyeing their proceedings. “This is in-
dicative that those committees have earned public confidence as never
before,” he added.

Presently about 410 public enterprises are coming under the purview of
the COPE. The COPE has presented five reports in the eighth Parliament,
which commenced sittings from September 2015, in addition to two
special investigation reports on the guestionable Treasury Bond trans-
actions and rice importation scam. Cumulatively, the COPE has reported
its findings on 95 public enterprises in the five reports. Its special report
on irregularities of treasury bonds completed the full circle and legal
action has been instituted after the Presidential Commission of Inquiry
report. COPE Chairman, Sunil Handunnetti however regrets that society,
media and especially the institutions that are accountable and Ministers
in charge of the relevant subjects have not paid sufficient attention

to the five COPE reports especially compared with the focus on the
Treasury Bond report. To overcome this problem often encountered,
ASG Jayathilake said the new Standing Orders adopted from April 15 this
year have made it compulsory for the Finance Ministry and the subject
ministry to report to Parliament, within two months of the submission
of COPE and COPA reports, the actions taken with regard to their recom-
mendations.

MP Handunnetti said they were optimistic that the new Standing Orders
will help change the present lacklustre attitude of the institutions en the

COPE reports. He further said the COPE has felt the need for expertise
help as Parliamentary staff alone cannot handle all its affairs. “We have
at several times requested expertise knowledge, but Parliament so far
has not been able to connect us with such experts when needed,” he
added.

Earning public confidence

The MP said the COPE has decided to make spot investigations more
often, adding that collecting first-hand evidence and experience is
more useful in understanding the true ground situation than going
through prepared documents. Handunnetti also spoke of the fime
constraints the committee has faced in investigating on all 410 insti-
tutions coming under its purview. “It is hard to collect the quorum of
MPs for the Committee when it meets on a non-sitting day. Parliament
meets only eight days per month and if we are to probe properly into
an institution we cannot summon more than one institution per day.
We have sought the information of some institutions in writing without
summoning them in order to cope,” he explained.

Handunnetti noted the significant increase in the number of letters
being received to the COPE was a testimony that the COPE has become
closer to the people and has earned their confidence.

Adopting new technology

Taking entirely a different approach, the COPA headed by Deputy
Minister Lasantha Alagiyawanna has come up with a computerized
information management system to assess financial management and
performance of all the 837 public institutions coming under its pur-
view. Alagiyawanna said this system was used to assess whether the
institutions coming under its purview have met the basic performance
criteria. “Now we have been able to produce year by year a réport
that contains all the institutions. This has never happened in Sri Lanka
Parliament history. It is practically impossible to summon all these
institutions to Parliament within a year. For example for the entire five
years of the seventh Parliament (2010-2015) only 160 institutions had
been summoned before Parliament. Our new tool allows us to give
more attention to the institutions where there are problems. A fine
example is that we summoned the Motor Traffic Department several
times within these few years,” he said.

All the Ministries, Departments, Provincial Councils, Local Authori-
ties, District Secretariats and Divisional Secretariats come under the
purview of COPA. The task of the COPA is to probe their managerial
efficiency and financial discipline based on the Auditor General's
reports and observations. Amendments to the Parliament Powers and
Privileges Act that will open committee meetings to outsiders including
the media, were also in the works. “Amendments are now being draft-
ed in consultation with the Legal Draftsman and will be presented to
the Cabinet soon. In most countries, committee sittings are public, with
the exception of national security and intelligence committees.

Open government policy

The Public Finance Committee headed by TNA MP M.A.Sumanthiran is
relatively a new addition to the committee system of Parliament. ASG
Jayathilake observed that the budget office is needed for the Public
Finance Committee to come into full operation, and draft legislation
for this is at the final stages."In many countries, the chairmanship of
committees is held by members of the Government, but in Sri Lanka
chairmanship of committees is shared between the Opposition mem- -
bers and Government backbenchers. The people’s involvement with
Parliament has increased with the committee system and their prob-
lems have increasingly been addressed. The open government policy
initiated in Parliament with the guidance of Speaker Karu Jayasuriya
has gradually made its activities more transparent while interacting
closely with the people,” he commented.
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IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN A NEW SKILL

Hands-on trammg to take your skllls and career to the next Ievel

Pitman Courses and anlomas

Sage 50 Accounts 2017
Sage 50 Payroll RTI
ECDL

Microsoft Office Courses
Typaz - Touch Typing

| AAT Accounting - Level 2 & Level 3 B8

| Web & Graphic Design Training
Legal / Medical Secretary
Social Media Marketing Training
Business Management
IT Support Training - CCNA, MCSE

All our courséscanleadtoa
rewarding and well-paid careers

CACHE Chtldcare Courses

for the Cildren and

Young People’s. Workforce

Childcare Level 2 Certificate
Childcare Level 3 Diploma

Impress employers with high level sitﬁ!s

Qua hfy qulckty with flexlble iearniﬂg

Microsoft® IT Academy Ol ~ha

' Program Member L A

Pi m n Trammg Wembley 020 8903 9580

Teaching Assistant Level p) Course
GCSE English Language & Literature Tuition |

ge ESOL English Classes
e ELTS Exam Preparation

Cambr

' PCO Licence - Mini Cab Engl:sh Exam Preparation and Tests

Llfe in the UK

Practice more than 1000+ Questions

NEW - History Questions

Language support for all our students
Immigration consultancy support for students

i

Regtst@md
Course Provider
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CATERING
5% OFF FOR
OVER 100 PERSONS

EVENT CATERlNG SERVICE
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SPECIAL OCCASIONS
Birthday Celebrations | Receptions | Parties
We can accommaocds: > W to 100 guvst*,_

s o e




GET ONE FREE

~ Laxmi Gmgel!y 0il.750ml - £4. 99 G

. Natco Red Lentils 2kg - £3.99 -

_ BTM Jack Mackerel 300g - £2:99]
Surya Curry Powder 5009 £7. 49

-_Idhayam Gmgeliy Oll 1l- £5.99 |
_Shankar Gingelly Oil ?EOmi - £4. ﬁf)
o Nestomait 400g - £4. ?}‘f’ﬁ e

ngs Curry Pcwder 900g - L“‘% 1.00,

SPECIAL PRlCE

. Red Lentlls Zkg 3 Fm £5. ﬁ(}  3 '-;'"FlSH - o

o .;'__.__Black Eye Beans 1.5kg - 3 For £5:00 S _Ql(aruppu Th!rall i £7 qg;kg Sura £7 qq;kg:_f%-;& -
~ Red Kidney Beans 1.5kg - 3/Fori£5:00) :'--vuamm £7 99/ kg Thlrukkai = £7. ggfk*

e Split Taor Dal (Only) 1. 5kg =3 ForifS Ho) & a Bass -
'T"f;fl__._i?i‘iplst Toar Dal (Un Oﬂy) 1 Skg 3 For £5 00

- MAGGI

Maggi de!es Fm £1 00

~ Maggi Coconut Milk ihg= £7.20)

| RiCE

. Tilda Basmati zﬂkg ' x.’%"l 9%

_ Akash Basmati Zﬂkg £25. 99

~ Lila Basmati 20kg - £24.99

- India Queen Ruby iﬂkg £4 2 ‘}9

"_f?fnoubie Horse 10kg - £9:99
“Shankar Ponni mkg £9:991 _
 Shapkar Sona Masuri 10kg £9 99

Shankar Idly Rice 10kg - £9. QQ -

""-:'T'hlgh 3 99!kg

o -’-Chlt:ken Breast 499/ kg
- :_-;_____:Chlcken Legs £1 :99/kgl
 Mutton Shoulder - £7. 49’kg
Lamb Shoulder i.S Qﬁfkg

”  VEGETABLES
~_ Small Onion - £2.99/ kg
. Drumstick - £2. 99!!&9
~ Srilankan Aubergine - £2. Qﬁfk:
__Keera _,akalkal 3 99?kg




RESTAURANT

700 Uxbridge Road Hayes Greater London UB4 ORX
www.krishnarestaurantiondon.co.uk/ Email: infokrishnarestaurant@mail.

15 GUESTS j i, 10% DISCOUNT

OR MORE &= OFF TOTAL BILL

Ros ol
RES FAURANT |

Krishna Private Catering
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VALLIBEL FINANCE MOVES TO
MULTI-FACETED LOCATION IN RATNAPURA

E . X R BT T
Vallibel Finance moved its branch in Ratnapura to a new location recently.
Located at the heart of Ratnapura in Main Street, the branch is poised to
serve the diverse demands of a populous embracing a world of new oppor-
tunity. “The city of gems isn’t merely confined to natural treasure but is well
tuned to opportunity in a rapidly evolving world. Adding lustre to Ratnapura
is its cascading plantations and trade which combine to enhance potential

of the area once dependent on gemstones,” said Managing Director,Vallibel
Finance, Jayantha Rangamuwa at the opening, Sri Lanka’s most respected fi-
nance company is right there with the people of Ratnapura, now even better

placed to serve their financial needs, he said.

Rangamuwa reiterated that Vallibel’s award-winning financial formula is-

for people in all corners of the country. Ratnapura with jts multi-faceted
economy - agriculture, trade and industry as it forays into the future can be
assured that our financial solutions will be tailor-made for each individual
who looks to us, he said. Vallibel Finance is no stranger to Ratnapura, having
been an integral part of the landscape for seven and half years. The compa-
ny is well peised for a long tenure from its new centre of excellence. Vallibel
Finance continues to take firm roots across the country and deals primarily
in Leasing, Gold Loans, Fixed Deposits, Group Personal Loans, Mortgage
Loans, Education Loans, Auto Drafts and Microfinance products deployed via
a cutting-edge technological framework.
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BRANDIX, CINEC TO SET UP TRAINING FACILITY

ik e

Brandix, with an employee base of 60,000 globally, has embarked on a mile-
stone collaboration with the Colombo International Nautical and Engineering
College (CINEC) to launch the Brandix—CINEC Centre of Excellence (BCCE), a
facility to train and inspire the Group’s workforce. Located within the CINEC
Campus in Malabe, the Brandix-CINEC Centre of Excellence will facilitate
joint training programs and research for the Apparel sector, following the
recent signing of an agreement between the Brandix Group and CINEC, one
of the largest non-state sector higher education Ihstitutions in Sri Lanka,

The BCCE will initially cater to the Associates and Supervisory grade employ-
ees of Brandix, offering programs covering technical topics and behavioural
aspects as part of the curriculum at a later stage.

The signing of the agreement was followed by the induction of the first
batch of trainees for the inaugural program designed for the Garment
Technician position. “The focus of this initiative is to shape well-rounded
individuals, following through on our commitment to create and foster
inspired people,” Dantanarayana said. The learning received at BCCE will be
further enhanced with the support and guidance of the Vocational Technical
Authority of Sri Lanka (VTA) to align the program content with that of the
nationally-accepted NVQ qualification equivalent to a diploma, he said.

Senior Consultant of CINEC Campus, Admiral Thisara Samarasinghe ex-
plained to the trainees on the importance of being competent in the chosen
vocation through knowledge and skills acquired through practical hands-on-
training and personality development.

The Brandix Group has also signed two Memoranda of Understanding
(MoU) with the VTA; one to create an NVQ Level 5 equivalent qualification
for Garment Technicians — the first of that level in the Apparel industry, and
the other to enable Brandix to identify and employ school-leavers who have
received a three-month training as Industrial Sewing Machine Operators at
the VTA's islandwide network of vocational training centres.
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POLITICAL NEWS

RAJAPAKSA FEARS GOTABHAYA'S RISE TO POWER: INDUNIL

Former President Mahinda Rajapaksa and his kin fear the political
success of the three Rajapaksa brothers; Gotabhaya, Basil and
Chamal; Parliamentarian Thushara Indunil said, He was addressing
a press briefing held at the United National Party Headquarters.

“If Gotabhaya rises to power, they know that Mahinda or his son
would not be able take it from him. They also fear that the leader-
ship of the Pohottuwa party will go to Gotabhaya as well. They fear
Basil Rajapaksa, as he has a keen political sense. If Chamal comes
to power, they fear his son Shashindra Rajapaksa would be next in
line,” Indunil added. He said it was the reason the former President
wished to be the next Presidential candidate, adding that it had
created a rift in the Joint Opposition (JO), with some supporting
Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, some Basil and others Chamal.

The MP added that programmes such as Viyath Maga, Hari Maga
and Eliya, had faded into the background. “Both Gotabhaya and

Basil Rajapaksa had left to their homes in America. One said he was
visiting family, while the other claimed that he was going for medical
purposes,” Indunil said. “Former President Mahinda Rajapaksa ren-
dered a great service by ending the civil war in this country, although
he now holds a minute position as an MP, similar to us. However,
Mahinda’s attempt to become a Presidential candidate again only
taints his image,” MP Indunil added.

‘He said the JO was attempting to strengthen their presence in
politics. “They claim that they would come to power in future. They
said they would topple the government. During the recent local

government elections, they deceived people, saying that their votes
would make Mahinda Rajapaksa the Prime Minister. The JO may
repeat itself in September as well,” he added.

Highlighting the recent incident regarding former President
Rajapaksa’s private secretary Udith Lokubandara, the parliamen-
tarian said that he sympathised with him. “The country laughed at
Lokubandara; social media made a joke of him. If this is the way the
Rajapaksas treat people who dedicated their lives to them, imagine
how they would treat people such as Keith Noyahr,” he said. High-
lighting Keith Noyahr's case, MP Indunil said that Mahinda Rajapaksa
could not evade the matter by saying he had no recollection of it.

Rajapaksa was the one who held the “remote control” of Noyahr's
attack, Indunil alleged. MP Indunil questioned as to how the former
President wished to rule a country if his memory failed him to that
extent,

ACTED CONSTITUTIONALLY IN OPPOSITION LEADER POST
RULING - SPEAKER

The decision regarding the post of Opposition Leader was taken by
the Speaker after extensive study and probing ideas and views of
local and foreign experts and traditions followed by other democrat-
ic countries in the Commonwealth, the Speaker’s office in a press
release stated.

Letters sent by former General Secretary late Prof. Viswa Warnapala

and incumbent UPFA General Secretary Mahinda Amaraweera dated
01-09-2015 and 06-08-2018 as well as their recommendations were

also taken into cognizance in making this decision. Furthermore, the
proposal containing standing order no 47(1) 6 adopted on Septem-

had arrived at an unanimous decision not to join any committee or
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making this decision, the release said.

“It has been observed that certain Opposition members had
crificised the decision taken by the Speaker regarding the post of
Opposition Leader and used it to publish malicious and defamatory
statements against the Speaker through the media. They have made
these false allegations without understanding the different back-
grounds which existed during the appointment of opposition leaders
on earlier occasions and the appointment made of the first ime
under under a national government concept the release added.

The release said speaker Karu Jayasuriya had acted independently
devoid of political considerations and without succumbing to any
pressure since he accepted the post on 01-09-2015. He has not
visited an office of any political party including the UNP and always
acted apolitically in an independent manner.

The normal traditions in democratic countries in the world is to
accept the Speaker’s decision or else take the next necessary step
regarding it in a democratic manner,

Without doing this just because one’s opinion was not accepted,
attacking opposing views and character assassination of individuals

" and subjecting them to degrading criticism would not be condoned

by a disciplined and cultured society, the release said.

TNA TURNS DOWN WIGGIE'S REQUEST TO
BOYCOTT TASK FORCE MEETING

The Tamil National Alliance (TNA) on Thursday turned down North-
ern Province Chief Minister C.V. Wigneswaran's request to boycott
the meeting of the Presidential Special Task Force on Northern
Development which is scheduled to be held on August 27. TNA
Parliamentarians at a meeting held at the Opposition Leader’s office
under the patronage of TNA leader R. Sampanthan on Thursday
insisted that they should participate in this meeting to ensure devel-
opment of the Northern Province.

They were of the view that development activities should continue
in the North which was badly battered by the 30-year protracted
war. These Parliamentarians stressed the importance of participating
in this Task Force meeting to find solutions to the burning issues of
the Tamil people, that included releasing their lands occupied by the
Security Forces.

Northern Province Chief Minister Wigneswaran in a letter to TNA
leader R. Sampanthan had requested that the TNA should not
support any development activity conducted by the government
until a political solution is given to the ethnic issue. Wigneswaran
added that Tamil political representatives in the Northern Province

organization of the government until a solution is given to the Tamil
peoples’ issue.

He added that Several Ministers and Security Forces officials have
been included in this Speical Task Force and questioned as to why
military officials have been appointed to the Special Task Force on
Northern Development, which is solely aimed at bringing economic
development to the Northern region.

“The TNA should decide whether it needs economic development
or a political solution first,” Wigneswaran had stated in his letter to
Sampanthan.
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FAMILY BUDGET UNIT TO HELP WITH
HOME ECONOMY OF FAMILIES

The new Family Budget Unit will look into solving the economic is-
sues faced by families in the country and look into a family’s expend-
iture, income and the ways in which the country’s economy impacts
individual families, said Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, The
Prime Minister was speaking at the new Family Budget Unit of the
Ministry of National Palicies and Economic Affairs which would look
into the family economy which held its inaugural meeting at Temple
Trees yesterday.

“We have started a new unit under the Ministry of National Policies
and Economic Affairs- the Family Budget Unit, We have information
on the national economy and we turn that information into action.
But, we need to gather more information on the home economy,”
the Prime Minister said. “When we speak of the Cost of Living,

we need to emphasise on essential food items. But today, home
expenditure does not only include essential foods, it includes many
other expenses. Transport, clothes, tuition fees, telephone bills,
rent, pre-school fees, etc... And some families spend more money on
these than food,” the Prime Minister further said.

“Thus, the new unit will look into what the main expenses in a fam-
ily are, the average income of a family and what is the impact of the
country’s economy on the family,” the Premier said. “We have pre-
pared a developing economy for the people so that they can live. We
have given them many concessions and we will take a look at these
once again and the government will adjust these subsidies according
to the available finances. This will be important for the new unit,”
the Prime Minister said. State Finance Minister Eran Wickremaratne,
National Policies and Economic Affairs, Deputy Minister Dr. Harsha
de Silva, Secretary to the Prime Minister Saman Ekanayake, National
Policies and Economic Affairs Minister Secretary K.D.S. Ruwan Chan-
dra and Finance and Mass Media Secretary Dr. R.H.S.Samaratunga
were also present at the meeting.

DELIMITATION REPORT ON PCS BEFORE HOUSE

-
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The Delimitation Report demarcating provincial boundaries, prior to
conducting Provincial Councils (PC) polls will be presented to Parlia-
ment on August 24, Mega Polis and Western Development Minister
Patali Champaka Ranawaka.

The Minister added that the Elections Commisison can hold the
Provincial Council election based on this report if it is adopted in
Parliament on August 24. Minister Ranawaka said the forthcoming
Provincial Council election should be conducted under the PR system
and elections thereafter should be hold under new electoral system.
The Minister was speaking at a press conference held at the JHU
headquarters in Battaramulla. JHU Provincial Councillor Nishantha
Warnasinghe was of the view that Provincial Council election should
not be put off citing legal and technical matters.

ENGLISH NEWS

PRESIDENT PROMISES PROSPEROUS FUTURE FOR FARMERS

President Maithripala Sirisena yesterday said at present there are
many projects being implemented to uplift the lives of farming com-
munity and to make their lives prosperous. The President was speak-
ing at the commencement of the Second Stage of the Wayamba Ela
to be built at a cost of Rs.16,000 million, in Polpithigama, yesterday.

Meanwhile, the inauguration ceremony of renovating 2,400 rural
tanks connected with “Ellanga Gammana” or Cascaded Tank-Village
system in the Dry Zone was also held under the patronage of the
President near the Kubukulawa Tank, Polpithigama. President Sirise-
na told the farming community at the Polpithigama Public Ground
that he has a good understanding regarding the issues faced by the
country’s farmers. ‘Today, through a speedy procedure, solutions are
provided for the long standing water issue faced by the farmers,”

the President said.

He added that the Paddy Marketing Board is playing a vital role

in giving a good price for paddy. The President pointed out to the
adverse effects experienced by us as a result of climate and environ-
mental changes that the country faced during the past few years.

“According to recent reports, Sri Lanka has reached the fourth place
among the world’s worst affected countries,due to advesrse weather
and climate changes,” the President said. The President said 50 years
ago, Sri Lanka secured the 97th place in the climate report and due
to the enormous environmental destruction caused by various rack-
eteers, the country is faced with such a situation at present.

The President said the completion of the Second Stage of the Way-
amba Ela project, will provide thousands of cubic feet of water from
the Mahaweli River to the Northern area of the Kurunegala District.
Thus, water will be provided for cultivations in the Polpithigama,
Ahatuwewa, Mahawa and Ambanpola Divisional Secretariats during
both the Yala and Maha seasons, together with fulfilling the drinking
water needs of the people living in those areas.

Around 12,500 hectares of lands will be cultivated under the Way-
amba Palath Ela project where irrigational water for 13,000 farmer
families is to be provided. In addition, when considering the drinking
water planning facilities provided under this project, the number of
families benefited through this will be 40,000 in amount. Thus,
water of Mahaweli River will be channeled to 315 small rivers and
eight main rivers belonging to the Mee Oya, Hakwatuna Oya, and
Kala Oya drones. The main cannel built for that is 9 km in length.

The project, which became a reality due to the strong determination
of President Maitheripala Sirisena will be provided monetary aid by
the Asian Development Bank and the Sri Lankan Government. The
first stage of this project is to be completed in 2019 and the second
stage in 2024.

The Ellanga system project, which reconstructs 2,400 reservoirsis a
project initiated to reconstruct the reservoirs that aren’t activated in
dry areas and to channel irrigational water for those people. Work
of the second stage of the Wayamba Ela was also initiated by the
President after unveiling the Commemoration plague. The Wayamba
Ela Development office was also opened by the President.

Nine Water purification systems which were built to provide clean
water to the people where kidney disease is prevalent were vested
with the public by the President through the long distance communi-
cation system. Ministers Gamini Jayawickrama Perera, 5.B.Nawinne,
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Duminda Dissanayake, Mahinda Amaraweera, Dayasiri Jayasekara,
public representatives of the North Western Province, Secretary to
the-President Udaya. R Seneviratne, Mahaweli Development and
Environment Ministry Secretary Anura Dissanayake, engineers in
charge of the project,Security Forces Heads and the Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police were present.

BE UNITED TO ENSURE BETTER FUTURE: PM

The Hajj festival demonstrates the importance of unity and com-
mitment in guiding the world to achieve long-lasting peace, stated
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe in a message marking Hajj.
He called on all Sri Lankans to be united as a nation to ensure a
better future for the country. The full text of the Prime Minister’s .
message: “Hajj pilgrimage is considered to be one of the five pillars
of Islam, which should be performed by all Muslims, who are physi-
cally and financially capable, at least once in a lifetime,

Hajj marks the end of the period during which Muslims across the
globe journey to Mecca in Saudi Arabia to reassure their faith in
God. The expenses for the journey will be borne from what they
earned through labour. The Hajj is a religious festival where the pil-
grims from all walks of life come together and pray for world peace.
The message of equality and unity that they send to the world is
important to all nations.

Muslims also commemorate the offer made by Prophet Ibrahim to
sacrifice the life of his son, Prophet Ismail to God, during this festi-
val. Hajj provides the entire world with the inspiration necessary for
leading a life of charity in order to develop peace and collaboration
among us. The festival demonstrates the importance of unity and
commitment in guiding the world to achieve long-lasting peace.

Similarly, in Sri Lanka, we must be united as a nation to ensure a
better future for our country. | wish all Muslims who come together
for Hajj and all those who will be celebrating Eid-ul-Adha peace and
prosperity!”

PERMANENT HIGH COURT- AT-BAR DECLARED OPEN

The first Permanent High Court-at-Bar set up to hear high-profile
financial frauds and corruption cases was declared open by Justice
Minister Thalatha Athukorale. Accordingly, the mandate paper
pertaining to this High Court was handed over to the Registrar of
the Special High Court by Minister Thalatha Athukorale to carry out
court proceedings.

Justice Minister Thalatha Athukorale told the media that the gov-
ernment was able to fulfill one of its responsibilities by establishing
this Special High Court in order to expedite the high-profile financial
frauds and corruption cases. The Minister further said that she will
not hesitate to take stern action against the wrongdoers in prisons,
irrespective of protest campaigns against new reforms.

The first case at the Permanent High Court-at-Bar will be heard on
August 24. This is against former President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
Chief of Staff Gamini Sedara Senarath, former Sri Lanka Insurance
Corporation Managing Director Piyadasa Kudabalage, former Sam-
urdhi Commissioner Neil Bandara Hapuwinna and Lasantha Bandara
for transferring of Rs.500 million from Litro Gas to Canwill Holdings

‘Pvt Limited. The Chief Justice had appointed three High Court judges

to hear the cases in the country’s first special High Court.

The special Trial-at-Bar will comprise the three High Court Judg-

es Sampath Abeykoon, Sampath Wijeratne and Champa Janaki
Rajaratne. The Cabinet had given its approval to establish three
Anti-Corruptian High courts. This is the first Special High Court that
established within the Hulftsdorp Court complex to try high-profile
cases. The Government presented the Bill on March 6 to set up a
permanent High Court-at-Bar to expedite cases of large scale corrup-
tion and financial crimes.

This special court will hear cases involving money laundering,
bribery and large financial crimes, dishonest misappropriation of
property, and criminal breach of trust by public servants daily.
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Calculated in Volume

Box size D
Box size E
Box size F
Box size H

60cm X 60cm X 45cm (160.000 — 170.000)
60cm X 45cm X 45¢cm (120.000 — 130.000)
45cm X 45¢cm X 45¢cm (90.000 - 100.000)
45cm X 45¢cm X 30cm (6.000- 7.000)

£39.50
£30.00
£22.50
£15.00

Calculated in Weight

Box size K
Box size L
Box size M
Box size N

Weight 15Kg to Max 20Kg (Upto 21.000g)
Weight 10Kg to Max 15Kg ( Upto 15.750g)
Weight 5Kg to Max 10Kg (Upto 10.500g)
Weight Max 5Kg (Upto 5.500g)

£39.50
£30.00
5£22.50
£15.00

YOU CAN SEND THE PARCELS WEIGHTED
MINIMUM OF 5KG AND THE MAXIMUM OF 20KG
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HAYES : EELATHU SUVAI, 598 UXBRIDGE ROAD,
HAYES UB4 ORY

RAYNERS LANE : KRONO ESTATE AGENT
EASTHAM : SSR SILK HOUSE, EASTHAM

TOOTING : SRI MURUGAN FLOWER SHOP,
285, MICHAM ROAD, LONDON SW179lQ

EDGWARE : SRI THURKKAA CASH & CARRY,
6-7 NORTH PARADE, MOLLISON WAY, EDGWARE. HA8 5QU

CROYDON - MITCHAM : SERANS, 689, MITCHAM ROAD,
CROYDON. CRO 3AF

VEL ESTATE LTD, 12B, STANLEY HOUSE,
STANLEY AVENUE, WEMBLEY HAO 4JB

WEMBLEY :
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»With fine dining service

(A la Carte menu only)
DINNER 6:00pm -11:00pm
“NEW MENU IS AVAILABLE
WITH MORE VARIETIES”

Most of the world famous Cocktails
& Mocktails are available now......

RISING SUN HOTEL & RESTAURANT
138, Greenford Road, Sudbury Hill
Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 3QL
Tel: 020 8422 2575
RISING SI/N Fax: 020 8422 9198
HOTEL - RESTAURANT = BAR www.risingsunhotels.com




TGTE CONDOLES DEATH OF
FORMER UN SECRETARY GENENAL

KOFI ANNA

“Sri Lanka prevented Koﬁ Annan from engaging with L?TE on
reconstruction and also visiting the tsunami-ravaged Tamil areas
and meeting with Tamil victims”

The Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) is saddened
by the demise of Kofi Annan, the former UN Secretary General,
Nobel peace laureate, architect of the UN’s millennium development
goals, and who provided the rationale for the international
community to protect populations subjected to human rights
violations by dictatorial regimes.

ﬁ -

Following the 2004 Asian tsunami, Kofi Annan was supposed to visit
the affected areas and discuss with the Sri Lankan government
_rehabilitation and reconstruction work in southern part of the country
and with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) about the
reconstruction rehabilitation work in the Northeast of Sri Lanka.

The then President of Sri Lanka Chandrika Kumaratunga not only pre-

vented the Secretary General from engaging with the LTTE on recon-

struction, but also prevented the Secretary General from visiting the
tsunami-ravaged Tamil areas and meeting with Tamil victims.

Kofi Annan firmly believes that the UN'’s vital role is to protect and
promote human rights. “The UN is supposed to protect the people,
not just states” he said in his autobiography, “Intervention: A Life in War
and Peace”. He believed that the states are vehicles for individuals to
realize their human rights and championed for accountability.

In the face of a lack of political will of the international community to
prevent the Rwanda genocide and the Srebrenica massacre, Kofi Annan
asked tough questions. “If humanitarian intervention is indeed,
an unacceptable affront on sovereighty, how should we respond to a
Rwanda, to a Srebrenica, to gross and systematic violation of human

1=

E
I8 rights that offend every precept of our common humanity?” The above

question led to the evolution of the norm called Responsibility to
. Protect. (R2P), that was implemented in the case of the UN mandating
protection for Kosovo from attack by the Serbian government.

The people of Tamil Eelam will remember Kofi Annan fondly for his
great efforts on part the oppressed people of the world,
_ for championing the cause of humanitarian values and for
% bravely standing up to dictatorial governments everywhere around
the world.
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RECONCILIATION IS NOT POSSIBLE IF,
THE SOUTH WANTS TO SUBJUGATE NORTH
AND EAST, SAYS CM TO FOREIGN DELEGATES

The Chief Minister of NPC, C.V.Wigneswaran has pointed out to foreign represent-
atives that if the South wants to subject North and East, no reconciliation could be
established here. If those in the South act in a way to keep North and East, under
their domination, we cannot establish goodwill and Reconciliation at any time,

he has said and had pointed out that only if we are treated like equals, Reconcilia-
tion could be established. More than 40 representatives from China and European
countries, met CM, CV.Wigneswaran at his Office and held discussions with him.
Speaking to the media after the meeting, the CM said as above. After | explaining
the situation here, they asked question and updated themselves.

| explained to them about the Army continuing to stay here, colonizing people from
the South here after saying that Mahaweli waters will be diverted to the North, not
providing any water from Mahaweli. They told me that they have come to know
several matters hitherto unknown to them, after speaking to us. This was a cordial
discussion and we were benefited by talking to these representatives of several
countries. We were able to comprehend their respective background, their
proposals, and on what basis they are raising the questions, said the CM.
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stenrGey BrisieBd by Glenpumise:

Do you want to sell your foperty?

Do you want to rent your flat or house?

12 year experience in property — Estate Agency

We can provide rent guarantee with your letting properties
We will achieve the best price for your property

You call us for your solution

0208 00 444 77

www.kronosestates.co.uk,428 Rayners Lane, Pinner, HA5 5D X
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