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MAXIMISING THE TASK OF LISTENING IN
ESL CONTEXTS

&>  Mr. V.Paranthaman
B.A(Hons) M.A{Merit)
Lecturer in ELT, ELTC
University of Jaffna.
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I. Introduction

Listening is an essential skill for comprehension
and effective communication. We only become
aware of what remarkable feats of listening we
achieve when we are in an unfamiliar listening
environment such as listening to a language in
which we have limited proficiency. Listening
includes a kind of processing, dividing an
unfamiliar speaker’s utterances into words,
identifying them, and at the same time
interpreting what the speaker meant. (Anne
Anderson & Tony Lynch)

In Second language learning listening is
approached as a healthier source providing
necessary input to stimulate the language faulty
of the learners or speakers. According to Rivers
‘Speaking does not itself constitute
communication unless what is said is
comprehended by another person’. Listening
functions as an effective skill to bring a kind of
interaction among speakers.

Chiefly, we have four types of listening;
Reciprocal - where listener takes part in
interaction Non- reciprocal-listener doesn’t
take partin interaction, Transitional - we obtain
information or specific information; and
Interaction where we maintain friendly social
relations.

Listening has been neglected so far in the
secondary education when different types of
second language leaching pedagogies were in
practice.

But the skill, listening has been introduced in
the current text books being used for teaching
English as a second language in schools and
higher education centres.

The texts and the tasks or activities prescribed
here are drawn from the academic contexts of
our University.

Il. Text Selection - Justification
Second language listening is something different
from the first language listening. L, listeners
have to face internal and external barriers while
comprehending the texts written in the second
language. Faerch and Kasper have discussed
several issues - L, head factors. These factors
include

a) knowledge of the L, linguistic code

b) degree of socio cultural competence

c) Strategic competence

L, listeners should be in a position to use
various cognitive strategies involving deductive
reasoning and compensation strategies.
(eg:- guessing intelligently about the meaning
of what is heard). Sometimes they have to use
their knowledge of indirect strategies like
getting the general meaning without knowing
every word.

Theoretically, selecting a text for a listening
task is based on two factors. These factors are
drawn from the Schema theory to L, listening.
D. Long has proposed these two schematic
knowledge which are really essential while
selecting a text for listening comprehension.

1. Content schemata (background
knowledge of the text)
2. Textual schemata (real organizational

knowledge of the text)

Chiang has also provided additional evidence
that the knowledge of the content schemata
enhances the comprehension for ESL listeners.
Sheils also considers familiarity with the content
schemata of a talk to be vitally important for
listeners and highlights several additional
factors that are thought to affect the difficulty
of processing oral discourse. They are related
to the content, structural, and linguistic features
of the oral text and to the speaker’s style of
delivery and speech. (Patricia Dunkel Page -
272)
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Why is computerz education joz young childezen a
geowing conceen?®

Over the past few years, computers have become a vastly popular househc.ild item. 'I:he
luxury of e-mailing messages as opposed to charging up the phone bill is more appealing. Checking
news, weather and sports via the Internet is a convenience that many are taking advantage of.

Our children’s lives are already getting influenced by technology — and this is just the
beginning. Computers and internet are here to stay and software titles targ.etin-g young children
continue to increase. Computer science has become a compulsory subject in Sr! Lankan schools.
Today, we find computers in use everywhere, whether we go to reserve a plane t_iclfet ortoa B.an.k
to withdraw or deposit money we find computers performing these tasks. This is because it is
faster and helps us to complete our work without mistakes/ errors. So parents too have realized
the need to help their children to develop strong computer skills.

Parents are leaving the learning up to the computers and spending less quality time with
their children. The most important learning step for children is interaction with others. If they are
sitting in front of the screen all day, they do not learn to share, wait their turn, or even something
as simples as manners. Children need to be in contact with other children, adults, and animals.
They need to experience things first hand not off a computer screen. One benefit of the computer
age is that children are becoming smarter. They are growing up computer literate and will have
that as a huge advantage. Computer literacy is becoming a huge job qualification and feeling
comfortable with one will put them a step ahead.

Children will also be able to complete homework on line. In some places, if you miss
school you can find out the assignments that you miss and catch up. This is very helpful if your
child comes down with the flu, but do you want them to feel like it is okay to miss school because

they can catch up with their computer?

Overall, children can benefit from computers if they are used wisely. Parents that supervise
their children when they are on the computer can ensure that everything is happening safely.

Computers are the wave of the future, but old fashioned learning techniques should not

be forgotten. A child needs to interact physically with other people and learn everything from
computers.

What are the advantages of computers for young children?

Computers help children to be in control of their experience, to set their own pace, and to
select the level of challenge with which they feel comfortable.

. Computers help children to use all of their senses to extract information. Computers fascinate
kids and can draw their full attention, which often results in a deeper focus and concentration.

Computers enable children to learn through creating, just as they gain hands—on knowledge
and understanding when they build forts, make up stories, and paint, increase their skills. |

: 4 ) |
As they master computers, children build positive attitudes toward technology that will

pay dividends for the rest of their lives.

|
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Computers benefit the development of fundamental skills...

Good educational software enables children to develop and practice a broad range skill. It
can help them learn, for example, about letters, numbers, shapes, colors, and rhythm. Good software
can also help children develop their understanding of cause and effect, higher order problem
solving, procedural thinking, and creative expression, today, the wide range of multimedia available
for kids in Sri Lanka is really amazing.

Emotional skills:
By using a computer children develop self - confidence and self - esteem as they master
computer skills and use the computer to make things happen. This also gives them a reason to smile!

Social skills:

In the classroom setting or in the home when their friends or parents are available, children
often prefer working with one or two partners over working alone, which leads to the development
of social skills.

Computers benefit children with special needs..

Computers have proven extremely beneficial to kids with certain speech, audio, and motor
limitations. Kids with special needs can use alternative input and output devices (assistive
technologies) to interact with computers and do things that they normally could not accomplish
independently. They benefit especially from having access to an on demand, patient tutor that
allows them to work at their own pace. What they achieve through using a computer enhances
their self - esteem and provides them with a greater sense of control and engagement with the
world. The internet provides them with the best of knowledge for their treatments and they can be
in touch with doctors or friends through the internet, in Sri Lanka or Abroad. Also, the internetcan
later help them earn their means of livelihood.

What are the disadvantages of computers for young children?

Computers are very engaging and can exercise a strong “holding power” on children as
well as adults. They really seem to mesmerize children. Since we do not yet understand the impact
of this power, we need monitor the amount of time a child spends before a computer.

if the software is not age - appropriate, children are likely to become frustrated and associate
a computer with failure.

- 1T

Kids with access to software that is not age appropriate may be exposed to such negative
g influences as violence, strong language, and over — stimulation from fast — action graphics.

Frequent and prolonged computer sessions may pose physical health risks for children.
The most frequently cited are visual strain, harmful effects of radiation, and posture and skeletal
problems. In the case of normal usage and normal operating conditions, however, research has
shown that computer monitors are safe and does not compromise the health of our eyes and that
computer monitors emit little or no harmful radiation. What does seem to pose a hazard is the
strain placed on a child’s posture and skeletal structure if she consistently uses a computer set-up

designed for and adult.

a Just what is children’s computer education?

Years ago, computer literacy was defined in terms of specific knowledge of computer

gﬁ technology and terminology. Today, it is regarded more as a continuum of awareness, skills,

|| experience, and attitudes based on the age and capabilities of the individual child.

f 1. An awareness of what the computer can do - that it is a tool for learning and finding out
about things, and for expressing and creating things.

2. Anawareness of ideas and behavior that area part of the computer culture, such as knowledge
of safe behavior on the Internet.

31




seneotmmy

2007__R008 towt
] tware programs.
3, Basic operational skills learned by immersion in a variety of sof
4. A body of successful experiences that over time develop within a child an intuitive feel for
dealing with new thing that he encounters in a computer environment. Typical ex?mpfes are
how to navigate a new program and how to “trouble-shoot” when something isn’t working,

5, An attitude of discovery, mastery, purposefulness, and pleasure in using computers.

How do children gain computer literacy? Is there a series of steps? :
Children develop computer literacy by observing others at the computer and by diving in

and actively exploring different software programs. As with learning to read, ee}ch child will progress
at the rate appropriate to that child. By and large, children are curious and pick up fast. These are
lots of computer classes in Sri Lanka which specially cater to young children.

STEPS:-

Exposure and observation:- A child’s relationship with the computer typically begins with the
child watching a sibling, parent or classmate busy at the computer. It eventually crawls up to
Daddy’s lap, and through the so called “Daddy Interface” has its first computer experiences, passive

in nature.

Active participation:- The child quickly moves from observer to active participant, grabbing at
the mouse, banging on the keyboard, and pointing at things that excite her on the screen. The
parent, however, still operates the software.

Taking control:- Eventually, the child learns how to control a mouse of trackball and subsequently
how to control what is happening on the computer screen. Using its newfound “point and click”
and “Click and drag” skills, it can now actively explore a software program.

The computer is my tool:- With greater control, the child begins to see the computer more as her
tool — something she can use to make and find things. Increasingly, she approaches the computer
with a goal, for example to find dinosaurs or click on something colorful or moving.

Mastering skills:- As she plays with different software programs, a child develops a general sense
of how to navigate through simple environments, how to start and quit an activity, and how to
operate specific programs. Although she may still rely on a parent or sibling for many functions,
she is rapidly mastering an impressive skill set.

Independence:- Most children with consistent access to a computer over the period of a couple
yearsare eventually able to power up the machine, start up a pre-loaded application either from
the hard disk or a CD-ROM, quit an application, operate the printer and scanner, access the
Internet from the desktop, and even send and e-mail.

Refer:- India web.

Mr. J.Jeyajeeva

Teacher

J/ Mathagal St. Joseph
M. V.

Thanks for “Valanar” Magazine Mathagal St. Joseph College M.V
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Out of all international languages
English stands gallantly in the forefront. For, It
is the language most commonly chosen and
used among the various nations for inter-
communication purposes. There was a time
when Jaffna excelled in its standard of English.
Srila Sri Arumuga Navalar the great writer, who
pioneered the development of Saivaism and
Tamil Language during the 1Sth century, was
so proficient in English, that he even translated
the holy bible into Tamil. Mr. Alagu
Subramaniyam a famous lawyer at the Jaffna
Courts, was also an eminent English writer and
poet who composed several poems in English
on Jaffna soil. Till about the beginning of the
sixties, most subjects including Mathematics,
Science, History, Geography, Civics were taught
in the English medium, beginning from the sixth
standard. Unfortunately, English had been laid
in cold storage, for nearly three long decades.
In schools as well as private institutions, it
turned out to be a much hated, unwanted
subject. As a result the number of English
teachers also decreased. However, it is indeed
relieving to note that the value of English has
lately been realized nationwide and steps to
resurrect its standards are taken. It is also
relieving to note that English medium classes
have been started in schools and private
institutions. In fact there was a time, when the
English educated in Jaffna including higher
school students conversed fluently among
themselves - a scene very rarely to be seen
these days!

“As many languages a man learns, so
many men he becomes” is the wisely utterance
of a great scholar. Learning at least two useful

The value of
English Education

" Mr.S.Eeaswaran,
. Primary Education,
2™ Year ‘'C’

languages beyond one’s mother tongue, will
undoubtedly be of immense benefit to carry him
up in life. Needless therefore to reiterate here
the value of English as one of such languages.

The world is changing day by day, and
the concept of a global village is fast becoming
accepted. Every other day new discoveries are
being made in every field of activity. Such
discoveries are mostly introduced to the world
through English. The knowledge of English
therefore becomes imperative, if one is to keep
abreast with the latest developments in all such
fields of activities. In the past too, most of the
valuable, original theories and concepts in all :
educational fields, had been made available to
the world through English. Such original English
works, form a valuable source of information
and often go into the bibliography of scholars
who conduct research studies into those fields.

Nations intending to strengthen their
diplomatic ties, as well to propagate their
culture and religion as well as business, choose
English as the best means of communication.
The English language, is also a repository of
literary and philosophical works produced by |
various scholars from time to time. The
sweetness and multifarious characteristics of
English literature are relinquished by those who
are interested and delve into it. William
Shakespeare, Charlens Dickens, William
Wordsworth, were among the internationally
renowned English writers, who produced
literature ranging from poetry to prose. Such
books had been in the past and still are used as
text books in almost all countries where English
is taught.
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The importance of English is gathering
momentum every day. Though at presentonly a
general knowledge of English is tested at the
G.C.E. Advanced Level, it is quite possible that
in another few years it may be made compulsory
for entry to a University. A situation may also
arise warranting very high fluency and
administrative ability in English for promotion
to various high posts in the state as well as
private sectors, in addition to other
requirerrién-ts including management abilities
and computer knowledge.

Environment plays a very usefulrole in
the learning of languages. However it is good
to remember the following words of an famous
English scholar. “Reading make a man,
conversation a ready man, writing an exact
man!”

It is often"Wondered whether English
could be learnt through one’s mother tongue.
An English man cannot teach English Tamil or
Sinhala or any language other than English,
unless he has learnt it. But that is not the case
with a Sinhala or Tamil teacher well versed in
English. He or she can undoubtedly give a basic
knowledge of the English language, through the
mother tongUe But that is only to start with.
However, care must be exercised to see that
the student is made to read, write and speak
English through various practical methods so
that a non- hemtant attempt is made by the
student to acquire all Ianguage skills. In a
country like ours, where English has been
neglected for over thirty years, it is natural for
a large of number of people to be out of its
touch even up to their late forties, Creating and

English environment and trying to draw students
of all ages in large numbers is rather expensive
and there is also a time problem, particularly in
the case of working students ranging from minor
employees to staff grade officers. It is also
rather difficult to introduce a system of Iearning
of English through English in an atmosphere
where people have been used for severa|
decades to communicate among themselves
only in their mother tongue. There is also a
severe dearth of teachers who are well trained
or for that matter even well versed in English to
conduct such classes. Hence, whether it is
through self study or teacher guide study, it is
equally good to start learning with the
assistance of one’s mother tongue. The student
must however be gradually made to switch over
to learning English through English.

People are born with differing
intellectual capacities. There are fast learners
and slow learners. If a student excels in some
field of study, it indicates has inborn brilliance
as well his interest in that subject. Language

handling is also a matter, that needs lot of inborn |

‘interest. There are so many linguists who can

speak and write several languages. If a student

- interested in a particular language gets asound

basic knowledge in it at the inception, he can
later develop his talents to any extent on his
own, selecting any method he Would find
suitable to his. An efficient language handling
ability increases the personality of a person in
any field of activity he is engaged in.

It is therefore wise, to start learning
English straight away, if you aspire to go up to
the highest echelons of your profession. “Better
late than never!”
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If a man speaks too much
He is talkative
If he speaks too little
He is reserved
If he spends too much
He is a spends thrift
If he spends too little
He is a miser
If he advances too much
He is way ward
If he legs behind
He is laggard
If he Insists too much
He is obstinate
If he insists too little
He is fickle
If he is accommodating
He makes him self cheap
If he remain stiff
He is proud

with Geatepul acknowledgements to the
Sunday Standazd 7u€y 5, 1953
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