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Family Medical
Practice

84 Springvale R
Springvale,

Speak Tamil, Urudu,
Hindi and Thelku
Phone: (03) 9540 3666

A former Australian resident of
Sri Lankan origin, 46 years old
and domiciled here for a few
years is reported to be involved in
the spate of attacks on Christian
churches in Sri Lanka. A Civil
Engineer by profession is said to
be rabidly anti#Christian. At pre-
sent he is under arrest in Sri
Lanka. Whether the unfortunate
developments have been noticed
or not by the Australian foreign
office is not known. But the in-
volvement of a former Australian
resident in such communal and
violent activity is a matter of con-
cemn to the community.

It remains a fact that there has
been a spate of attacks on Chris-
tian churches and institutions in
Sri ling to reports
thirty su have taken.
place. It is now building up into
an organised anti- Christian cam-
paign; with*the organization be-
hind the attacks using the former
Australian resident to do the dirty
work. The organisation is sus-
pected to be the Sihala Urumaya.
Though attempts have been made
to blame the JVP and other or-
ganizations in an attempt to draw
a red herring across the trail left =
by them.

According to media and reports
from reliable sources the sus-
pected former Australian resident
has been identified in several al-
tacks:

1. Damage te property of Catho-

lic Church Katuwana Road,.
Homagama and_removal of the
Cross on 30.11 '.
2. Attempt to dam‘;gc premises of
Christian Evangelical Church at
97/5, Station Road, Homagama.
Threatened the Police who inter-
vened and was arrested and pro-
duced in Courts in Homagama
and later bailed out.
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3. Disrupted the Census project of
the World Vision in Wahalkada in
Kebethigollewa Police area on
7.2.2004 in the company of some
Buddhist monks.
4. Hurled Petrol bombs at the
World Vision office at Handagala
Road; Kebethigollewa on
8.2.2004. Was subsequently ar-
rested along with 9 others includ-
ing 3 Buddhist monks and pro-
duced in Courts. Said to have
been bailed out subsequently.
None of those involved in the
incident were from the area. They
are from Kelaniya, Homagama,
Kadawata and Bulathsinghala.
5. Strongly suspected as the one
who led the invasion of the World
Vision Office in Colombo and
forced the foreign representative
to accompany. them to the Cul-
= Ministry. .
6. Addressed an anti Christian
meeting on 25.1.2004 at Homa-
gama and has been involved in
several of the meetings conducted
by Rev. Mettananda and others in
this campaign.
7. These are only some of the
ones that have been established so
far, but it is strongly suspected
that he has been involved in many
more incidents.
8. Campaigning strongly for the
removal of all NGO's in Sri
Lanka.

Police investigations in Sri Lanka
have revealed that the former
Australian  resident  operated
through a well organised gang
whose motive was to cause reli-
gious disharmony and strife and
were allegedly responsible for
attacks on churches and other
Christian bodies in a number of
areas including Negombo, Nuge-
goda, Udawalawe, Embilipitiya,
Avisssawella, Homagama, Pan-
nala, Hettipola, Kirulapone, Ma-
haragama, and several other areas.

Investigations reveal that this
man was in robes in a temple in
Melbourne, but disrobed before
his arrival in Sri Lanka.. Claims
to be a supporter of the Sihala
Urumaya and involved in the ac-
tivities of the Budu Hiru Organi-

zation of Sri Pagnanda Dharma-
yathanaya, Kelaniya.

Sri Lanka President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga has
given strict instructions to the
Police to deal sternly with extrem-
ists responsible for these acts.
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The President in a national tele-
cast interview on January 23 said,
"I believe everybody has a right to
subseribe to whatever religions or
philosophy of their choice or to
speak any language or belong to
any political party they want.”

here is serious con-
cern in many quarters
that there could be a
rapid escalation in election related
_violence in Sri Lanla as the country

approaches parliamentary polls on
the 2™ of April.

In a press release dated 27 Febru-
ary, Amnesty International (AI) has
called on all partics to put Human
Rights on top of their agenda. The
Al has also called on all parties to
spell out in their manifestoes their
commitment to legal reforms that
will ensure the protection of human
rights, put and end to impunity, and
ratify international human rights
and humanitarian standards.

The press release further stresses
that in the absence of an Interim
Administration in the North and
East, it is up to the Sri Lankan Gov-
emment and the LTTE to ensure
that all parties enjoy their right to
freedom of movement and assem-
bly. Al also urges the Sri Lankan
Government to investigate and pun-
ish anyone involved in attacks on
political parties and election observ-
ers.

The same Al press release states
that over 100 incidents of election
related violence have been reported
already. This includes four abduc-
tions by the LTTE. In the South and

the North Central Provinees at least
40 people are reported injured in
clection related violence. Al has
expressed particular concern that
members .of nolitical parties not
allied to the Famil National Alli-
ance (TNA) may become prone to
assassinations.

The press release notes that about
47 people were killed in polling
related violence in Sri Lanka during
the 2001 general elections.

In the meantime, other sources
from the North and East claim that
at least two people associated with
partics opposed to the TNA have
been assassinated by the LTTE.
Sinnathamby Sunderaplillai, a can-
didate for the UNP, was shot dead
in a Batticaloa Hospital where he
was recovering from a previous
attack on him. On the same day,
Ponnaiah Yogendiran, a supporter
of the EPDP was killed in Vala-
chenai.

Previous to this, the Japanesc Gov-
emment had called for an “election
free of violence’, and had stated its
intentions to send an election moni-
toring team to Sri Lanka. Japan has
also offered to fund other interna-
tional election monitoring activities.
On the 2™ of February, Members of
the Sri Lanka Donor Co-Chair

Meeting in Washington DC called
all parties to refrain from intimidat-
ing political opponents, and de-
manded that all campaign rhetoric
should be devoid of religious and
ethnic intolerance, and should not
undermine the important gains
made in the peace process so far.

With only two weeks to go for the
elections, it should be noted that the
number of incidents reported (so
far) is considerably lower than that
expericnced in previous elections.
However in the background of a
staggering peace process, increasing
lawlessness in the South of the
country, and an Interim Administra-
tion for the North East yet to take
shape, even small pockets of vio-
lence can lead to major instabilities.
Further, election related violence
usually peaks only during the last
two weeks before polling - so the
worst may yet be in store. In this
coniexi, International concern over
a possible escalation of violence
cannot be more pertinent and wel-
come. However, it should be
stressed that the primary responsi-
bility lies with the Sri Lankan Gov-
emment and the LTTE, to show the
people of Sri Lanka that the country
has actually emerged from its dark
phase of history; of political vio-
lence and intimidation.

MANY CONMMUNITIES; ONE HUMANITY |
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Hindu parents are looking for a

partner for their son. He is a
medical doctor working in a
capital city in Australia. Our son
is of excellent character, kind
hearted, responsible and non
smoker. The person should be in
her late twenties and preferably
a professional. Please reply with
all details, including the chart,
to:

UMI104, P O.Box 3170, Wheel-
ers Hill, Vic 3150.

legsons

(Karnatic)

at East Burwood
on Sundays

By Nagaraj Iyer
Leam ragas, classical music,
devotional songs and bajans.
Both theory and practical les-

sons.
Call (03) 98844994
BHARATHI ACADEMY
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Qsm_iny :

Tel: 02 9279 3364
Maobile: 0417280074,
Email:
rajkwins@hotmail.com
or

UJ204, P.O.Box 3170, Wheelers
Hill, Vie 3150
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Parents from Jaffna, Hindu fam-
ily, living in Australia seek suit-
able partner for their daughter
age 29years, slim, fair, medium
height, graduated from Austra-
lian University, professionally
qualified, employed in field
related finance, divorcee with-
out any encumbrances. Religion
no bar. Please reply with some
details and contact number to :

Advertiser P.O. Box 150 B.
Strathfield South, NSW 2136.

RIDAL Dreesser
All Community Weddings
, Ping Urescent,
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TAMIL I(INDER

Learn the art of
DEVOTIONAL SINGING
LEGSH oW o0 F
G LIL3B T
Smpempsener
Glaflenounsl um_&
SHEOMD. Classes have started.
;nglgitrgzoz Also pre VCE classes
F to prepare for future years.
Bharathi Academy BHARATHI ACADEMY
o (03) 9884 4994

B a}so Mzmavarm Bnda[ makcup &; drcssmg . Stadio facﬂlties for
- photography Pfassporf photos, Hire ofchanrs, V:deo projectms,

Digital technology on
o Video filming & photography
T Fnrwedd:mgpames & stage Programmes
Vi D DVD NTSC ><PAL

= : For ﬁmhr:r detmls 3
: 'I_‘harma {03) 9512 8257 or 0421 134 06‘?

(over 25 years of experience)
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ARE WE CLAIMING TOO MUCH? WE DON'T THINK SO!
For over B years we hove mad&sw&éﬁ&‘wm
ever a cusiomer visits our store the '
computer solution ready and available. It took

ts fo develop o rangé of computers,
L Frai

been well worth

best price, service,

and interachve 'S-?‘{‘!’% But the hord work hes
odoy L{:mdwwk is one of
- Vielona's most f&mmd and longest serving
- T stores. We can offer any cusfomer the very
advice on ony computer
-productwith o coverage ﬁmff is stofe wxie

We stond proudly behind cur products and
services ﬁg ¢ off, thot has been the foundotion
for owr success. We guaronfee that when you
visit Landmerk Computers you will receive the
finest service, feel full sofisficotion ond great
ianﬁdarce in your new compuler sysfem.
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Request for polls in LTTE-held areas

Seventh medical faculty to be affiliated to

Eastern University

The People's Action for Free and Fair
Election (PAFFREL) and the National
Peace Council yesterday welcoming the
LTTE request to hold elections in LTTE
held North-East, urged the election au-
thorities to set up polling centres in LTTE
controlled territories under the supervi-
sion of the election department.

Setting up polling booths in the LTTE
held area would give N-E residents an
opportunity to select their representatives
in Parliament and to express their aspira-
tions about the future of the peace proc-
ess, PAFFREL said.

"We appeal to the Election Commis-
sioner to use his discretionary powers to
devise innovative methods by which the
people in the LTTE controlled areas will
be able to cast their votes at the General
Election in their own areas under the su-

pervision of the election department,"
PAFFREL said.

Setting up clustering polling stations
outside of the LTTE controlled areas
would require the people living in those
areas to travel long distances to cast their
vote, and had proven unsatisfactory in the
past, a PAFFREL spokesperson pointed
out.

"The right to vote freely without external
constraints or intimidation is an essential
requirement of citizenship in a democ-
ratic policy," he said.

He said that the two decades of-civil war
has sapped the people of LTTE controlled
North-East of their democratic right.
PAFFREL urged the election authori-
ties to ensure the voters of North-East are
able to cast their votes without external
constraints. (Daily News)

Civilian interests must be upheld in resolving

Eastern crisis - NPC

A situation that potentially threatens the
peace process has developed in the north
east with the unexpected and sudden split
in the LTTE caused by the break away of
its former eastern commander, Colonel
Karuna Amman.

The LTTE leadership has relieved its
former eastern Commander of his post.
While the LTTE has claimed that this is
the action of a lone individual and that
nearly all top eastern leaders are loyal to
it, the rebel leader has claimed he has
6,000 eastern cadres who are loyal to
him, states a media release issued by the
National Peace Councils.

The National Peace Council is concerned

that participate action by any of the par-
ties can lead to a situation of violence that
escalates in an unpredictable manner.
Reports from the ground in the east show
hat the people are fearful that the peace
they have been enjoying will be lost.

This is their primary concern. In addi-
tion, telephone calls are being received by
Jaffna Tamil staff at Eastern University
and businessmen in Batticaloa town that
they should also leave. We are informed
that many have already left, while others
re negotiating for more time to leave.
This type of ethnic and regional targeting
of civilians is totally unacceptable.

It is incumbent on the LTTE, govern-
ment, political party leaders and civil
society groups, and international ceasefire
monitors to ensure that the Ceasefire
Agreement is not violated by any party.
In particular, we call on the government
not to abdicate its responsibilities by the
civilian population.

The government needs to increase the
visible presence of its security apparatus
in government-controlled areas to reas-
sure the civilian populating that they have
access to protection in the midst of crisis.

The Ceasefire Agreement between the
government and LTTE, is a testament to
the value of discussion and compromise
in the course of problem solving. The
manner in which the LTTE deals with its
present challenges will be watched keenly
by the people as it will have repercus-

sions on the ceasefire, the peace process
and the entire country. We would expect
a process of dialogue and compromise,
that has proved so successful in the peace
process.

Civil society and the international com-
munity, who have invested so much in the
peace process and in non violent means
of conflict resolution, neéd to make it
clear that they stand for the option of
problem solving dialogue and negotiated
settlement in the sprit of the peace proc-
ess.

We also appeal to civil society and the
international community to take up a firm
and principled position that a resort to
violence buy any party will not be in the
larger interests of the people of the east
and the rest of the country. (Daily News)

Karate champ runs
amok, kills woman

A black belt karate champion Gayan San-
jeewa Hapuarachchi who represented Sri
Lanka in the South Asian games was al-
leged to have gone berserk and chopped a
37-year-old mother of two to death, Divu-
lapitiya Police said.

Villagers and Police stood petrified while
watching the suspect displaying a wide
array of karate chop, not allowing anyone
to come close to him. Ultimately the Po-
lice had to fire several shots at his foot to
overpower him. He was then taken into
custody, OIC Crimes S.P.K. Jayasuriya
told the Daily News.

According to Police, "the 29-year-old
youth who had returned home after re-
ceiving treatment at Angoda mental hos-
pital several weeks ago was running a
farm before his conditioned worsened. It
is said that suspect had not taken the pre-
scribed medicine.

The suspect, produced before the Ne-
gombo Magistrate, was remanded pend-
ing the submission of a medical certifi-
cate. (Daily News)

The Cabinet of Ministers approved the
setting up of the seventh medical faculty
affiliated to the Eastern University, Edu-
cation Minister Karunasena Kodituwakku
told the press .

At the weekly Cabinet briefing Minister
Kodituwakku said that the cabinet paper
presented to set up the medical faculty
affiliated to Eastern University with
Rs.360 million capital investment on Oc-
tober 31 was approved.

This is the seventh medical faculty of the

country and the eighth one is expected to
be setup under the Sabaragamuwa Uni-
versity in year 2006, Minister said. Mr.
Kodituwakku said with the setting up of
the medical faculty at the Eastern Univer-
sity not only the students but also the
people of the province will be benefited.

At present there are six medical faculties.

The Colombo medical faculty was estab-
lished in 1880's, Peradiniya was estab-
lished in 1960's and the rest of the medi-
cal faculties in Kelaniya, Jayawar-
denepura, Ruhuna and Jaffna Universities
were setup during 1977 to 1994 period
but no medical faculty has been setup
during the past seven years, the Minister
said.

"Only 900 students are taken in for a
year at present and we have had discus-
sions with the Vice Chancellors of the
Universities to increase the intake. But
they have said that normally seven groups
could study in a university but with the
JVP riots in 1988/89 period this was lim-
ited to five groups. Till this back-log is
cleared we could do nothing," the Minster
said. (Daily Mirror)

Australian govt urges free and fair election

gives Rs. 6 m for monitoring

The Australian government has urged all
Sri Lankan political parties to hold a free
and fair general election.

In a statement issued today, the Austra-
lian High Commission in Colombo said
the Australia government has provided
Rs. six million to the Centre for Monitor-
ing Election Violence (CMEV) to support
the deployment of local monitoring per-

sonnel during the election campaign. Ad-
ditional funds will support the Common-
wealth Election Observer Group, led by
former President of the Australian Senate
Margaret Reid.

A group of Commonwealth election ob-
servers will arrive here to monitor the

forthcoming election. (ColomboPage )

Expert Coaching

Prep. - VCE

Melbourne High
&

Mac Robertson

Entrance Exam

Year 7
SCHOLARSHIP
Exam

PREP. TO YEAR 8
MATHS, ENGLISH, GEN. ABILITY

We have a genuine interest in our
younger generation. Bharathi
Academy provides a high quality
education, with individual care, at
an affordable cost.

Try out a couple of lessons and you

will see the difference.

BHARATHI ACADEMY |

10 years of service to the community

Dandenong
0 Reservoir
Clayton

PH: (03) 9884 4994  , L.,
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Clockwork precision in festival of
millions

Policeman offers fingers for

AIADMK-BJP alliance

Mahamaham 2004 in the temple town of
Kumbakonam went off peacefully with
an estimated 10 lakh devotees taking the
holy dip on Saturday.

Security arrangements at the religious
event, which is celebrated once in 12
years, were foolproof. Unlike the last
time, when 50 people died after the para-
pet wall of a dharmashala collapsed under
the weight of a huge crowd.

Lakhs gathered at the Mahamaham tank
from the wee hours of Saturday. Devotees
were allowed entry from the south-east
and north-east, and exit through the west
bank.

The urchavamurthis of presiding deities
and their consorts started arriving from
the nearby temples around 8.30 am, well
before the muhurtham at 10.24 am. These
were taken to the Shodasalinga Manda-
pams on the bank of the Mahamaham
tank for special poojas.

The urchavamurthis were brought from
Adhikumbeswaraswami, Kasi Viswana-
thaswami, Abimukheswaraswami, Nages-
waraswami, Adhikambatta Viswanathas-
wami, Ekambareswaraswami and Gow-
thameswaraswami temples.

Earlier, Jayendra Saraswathi Swamigal
and Vijayendra Saraswathi Swamigal of
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam stepped into the
tank from the north-west, just opposite
the Kasi Viswanathaswami temple, for
the holy dip.

A good number of policemen had been
deployed on all four banks as a precau-
tionary measure, As the crowd started to
swell, NSS and Boy Scouts formed a hu-
man chain to maintain order. Precisely at

10.24 am, the priests started the theertha-
vari rituals, One of them took a dip, hold-
ing the astra devata close to his chest,
signifying the beginning of Mahamaham.
It was the signal for devotees waiting for
hours in ankle-deep water to take their
dips too.

Once the customary bath in the Pottra-
maraikulam and the Cauvery was over,
the worshippers dispersed in a disciplined
way.

The heads of various adheenams in the
composite Thanjavur district also bathed
in the tank.

R Vaidyalingam, Minister of Forests and
Environment, P C Ramaswami, Minister
of Hindu Religious & Charitable Endow-
ments, P A Ramaiah, Secretary, HR&CE,
G Ramakrishnan, Commissioner for
HR&CE, and a host of other VIPs were
there to take part in the festival.
Indiavarta.com

A head constable, who prayed for an electoral
alliance between the All-India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam and the Bharatiya Janata
Party and for the victory of the combine in the
Lok Sabha poll, made a creepy offering to the
God — in gratitude. He chopped off three
fingers of the left hand.

Rathinam (55), attached to the Karipatti sta-
tion here, hoped that the alliance would cata-
pult the AIADMK supremo, Jayalalithaa, info
the national scene. As the alliance material-
ised, he chopped off his fingers and went to
the Ayodhiapattinam Ramar temple, which
however remained closed.

Putting the fingers in a plastic bag, he waited
at the entrance. But heavy loss of blood left

him unconscious, People nearby rushed him to
the Salem Government Medical College Hos-
pital.

The ATADMK district secretary and Educa-
tion Minister, S. Semmalai, the Mayor, R.
Sureshkumar, and a host of AIADMK MLAs
and leaders today visited him and offered
fruits.

"1 have no regrets. | pray for the Chief Minis-
ter's (Jayalalithaa) victory," Mr. Rathinam said
nonchalantly from his hospital bed. He refused
to get his fingers re-fixed. However, a few
political leaders demanded appropriate action
against the constable for his open affiliation to
a political party.

(The Hindu)
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The University Teachers for Human
Rights (Jaffna)

In its newly released Information Bulletin
Number 35 “The Worm Turns and Elections
Where the People Will Not Count,” the
University Teachers for Human Rights
(Jaffna) examines how the LTTE has used
terror to redefine the political landscape in
advance of the upcoming general election.
It looks at the LTTE’s construction of the
TNA as its political proxy, and the reliance
of that party on the LTTE’s campaign of
violence against opponents to guarantee its
success. UTHR(J) documents both clear
cases of political violence aimed at
silencing electoral challenges to the LTTE's
claim to be the Tamil people’s “sole
Tepresentative,” as well as details of its
ongoing campaign to root other less obvious
challenges to LTTE authority. The bulletin
includes details and analysis of four
political abductions prior to the closing of
nominations, fourteen murders, including
the brutal murders of families with children,
and assassinations of political opponents.

UTHR(J) takes a detailed look at Karuna’s
recent split from the LTTE, which has
opened up that organization to international
scrutiny as never before. The press has
been full of speculation about what
Karuna’s breakaway means for the
elections, for continuation of the ceasefire
and for a political solution, It is certain to
complicate all three. Very little has been
said about what it means in the immediate
or longer term for the Tamil people. For
UTHR(J) the split illustrates how fragile the

LTTE has always been, with its huge
oppressive structure, moral and political
emptiness and constant preparations for
war.  The report concludes the Tamil
people, for all their sacrifices, are far worse
off than they were to begin with. Separatist
dreams of a prosperous North-East have
sunk in a slime of economic stagnation and
political monopoly — enforced through
murder, child conscription and extortion.

Norway too is to blame. By trying to build
peace through strengthening a force that
suppresses its people in the name of
national self-determination, the Norwegians
have helped to catalyse fragmentation by
actors playing the regional card in a similar
fashion as Karuna has done.

Meanwhile the elections in Sri Lanka are
fast approaching and the LTTE’s election
machinery has been hard at work
eradicating opposition. Already a Tamil
candidate and a party activist who failed to
toe the LTTE line have been killed; still
others have dropped out under threat of
violence. UTHR(J) asks who is next? And
how many others who might have contested
were eliminated long before these snap
polls were announced? UTHR(J) wonders
how any election could be considered free
and fair in such an environment.

Though political murders have plagued the
Tamil community for years, publicity over
the murders of UNP candidate Sinnathamby
Sunderampillai of Araiampathy, Batticaloa,
Ponniah Yoganathan, a party worker for the
EPDP seem to have pushed things over the
edge in the east — exacerbating existing

tensions between Karuna and Prabhakaran
and contributing to the split.

A leaflet distributed by Karuna in
Batticaloa on 4™ March attributed the
killings and vehicle thefis in Batticaloa to
the LTTE’s Intelligence Wing. UTHR(J)
concludes that whether the decision to kill
Sunderampillai was taken locally or ordered
from the North, it was consistent with
LTTE policy. The murder of Yoganathan
(aimed at crippling the campaign of the
present EPDP candidate for the area Siva)
was probably a local decision, but may have
come as one too many at a time the media
was focusing on the LTTE’s determination
to steal the election and the US condemning
its behaviour.

The typical reality in the North-East is
exemplified in a series of murkier and less
publicized murder cases. One such incident
was the murder about 14th January of a
young couple and their infant child: Nathan
Suthakaran (38), his wife Swarnawathy (29)
and their 8-month-old child Vathanan.
Their bodies were found on the 16th with
their throats cut. While the motive is still
left in question (the bulletin examines
several possibilities) , UTHR(J)'s analysis
of what has been said and NOT said about
the case in the Tamil media to paint a much
clearer picture of the LTTE’s role as the
killer.

In mid-January, at the height of a series of
LTTE murders, representatives of Sri
Lanka’s donor nations met with LTTE
leaders in Killinochchi to discuss
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development assistance to the north and
east. This came in response to the LTTE’s
demand that funding be sent directly to the
region, rather than through the Sri Lankan
Government. UTHR(J) expresses deep
alarm at the notion that the international
community would even consider providing
the LTTE or its proxies with direct access to
development funds in such an undemocratic
and violent context.

UTHR(J) concludes that Sri Lanka’s
donors encouraged the LTTE's expansion
under the misguided premise that the group
could be eased into a democratic process;
and they have failed to take responsibility
for the abuse that has occurred as a result.
Donor statements encouraging free and fair
elections are insufficient. They must be
backed up by clear policies that condition
any future involvement in Sri Lanka on an
end to political violence and repression.

Fissures in the LTTE’s monopolistic hold
on power may offer opportunities as well as
the threat of renewed violence. Now that
the LTTE’s murder campaign in the East is
out in the open, it is time to renew demands
for democratic safeguards, as well as the
release of child conseripts who could fall
victim to internecine violence.  An
acknowledgement in the East on these
issues could have positive repercussions in
the North as well.

The entire report can be found on the
UTHR(J) website: www.uthr.org

Lunch: Monday to Friday 12.00 to 2.30pm Dinner: 7 nights 5.30 to 10.30pm
We accept all major credit cards (Card payment not accepted above $20)
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Community Diary

Melbourne

Sat 27 March (9:30am -11:30pm) Academy of Indian Music Australia Inc presents Tyagaraja
Festival 2004 concluding with a Grand Finale Concert by Sangeetha Kalanidhi Dr N Ramani
(Flute), Venue: Georgewood Performing Arts Centre, Kalinda Road, Ringwood, Admission: Free.

17 Apr 6pm - sew @widub 2004, Spisens, preusm, Apenr Geuidu mbsdar s
Sii@sT, s, Fnlgw Hepifsd G hGugus. Preston Town Hall.

17 Apr 1lam - sefigsit onsd vsustsfipr. Preston gsp iwesoi Lub.

Sat 5 June (6pm) Bharatha Choodamai School of Indian Dance presents Student Annual Concert
2003/04 Venue: Georgewood Performing Arts Centre, Kalinda Road, Ringwood, Admission: Free

10th June 2004 - Annual Open Competition - 9am cricket, 2pm netball and athletics. Burwood
East Reserve (Mel Rf 62C8) - Organised by Mahajanas of Victoria.

Sat 23 Oct (6pm) Bharatha Choodamai School of Indian Dance presents Bharatha Natya
Aranagetram of a student of Srimathi Narmatha Ravichandhira. Admission: By invitation.

Sydney
Sun 21 March - Mridanga- Arangetram of a student of Sri Ravi M Ravichandhira Admission: By
invitation.
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FREE PUBLIC PROGRAMS

April 6

SRI MATA
AMRITANANDAMAYI DEVI

“Embracing the
World”

_ Melbourne: April 4-6 & 8

“God’s love in a human body.”
Dr. Jane Goodall, when presenting Amma with the
‘GANDHI-KING AWARD FOR NON-VIOLENCE’
at UN Headquarters, Geneva, October 2002,

"She is a religious leader and has been compared to Mother Teresa and Mohandas K.
Gandhi who devoted their lives to the poor.” (Washington Post, July 5, 1998)

“The world today needs solid proof that our human values are useful. Amma’s work in the
field of spirituality, as well as social service, provides us with the much needed proof.” -
Indian Prime Minister ATTAL VAJPAYEE at the inauguration of AMMA's AIMS hospital,
the largest in SE Asia, offering free treatment for the poor. -

“Love is a universal religion, and this is what sociely really needs. Love should be
expressed through our every word and action.” AMMA

Tre

6.30 pm Devi Bha;-'-él& Dev

CAMPASPIE DOWNS CENTRE,_KYNETON

\Iil'-'f:l

P

uja (doors open 5.30 pm)

April 8 KINGSTON CITY HALL, MOORABBIN
cnr. South Rd. & Nepean Hwy, Moorabbin.
10 am & 7.30 pm

ave until she

Perth April 1-2

Thurs.10am & 7.30pm, Fri. 10 am &
7pm i
Freemantle Passenger Terminal Func-

tion Centre.
08 9451 6717

Sydney April 9-12

Friday 7.30pm

Residential Retreat: Sat-Mon
Monday 6.30 pm

Sunnybrook Hotel, Warwick Farm
02 9386 0061

Brisbane April 14
Wed. 10am & 7.30 pm
Cotton Aust. Auditorium,
Fortitude Valley

07 38703907

Gold Coast April 15-17
Thurs-Sat: Residential Retreat
Saturday 17th 6.30pm, Palm Beach
Tallebudgera Recreation Centre.
07 5524 8594

'All programs except retreats are free.'

www.ammachi.org.au

Melbourmne(@ammachi.org.au

Sri Mata Amritanandamayi Devi,
known as Amma or Mother, is a world-
renowned spiritual leader and humanitar-
ian, who is recognized by many as a saint.
She has been compared to Mother Teresa
or Mohandas Gandhi. From very humble
origins in a poor fishing village Kerala,
South India, Amma’s life is entirely dedi-
cated to uplifting humanity regardless of
race, caste, creed, religion or nationality.
Amma receives everyone who wishes to
meet her without reserve, like a mother
with her children. In her expressing
boundless compassion for humanity,
Amma has embraced an estimated 21
million people globally in the past 30
years. Recently in India, Amma hugged
over 50,00 people in 22 hours. After ex-
periencing her healing embrace, people
often feel very peaceful, elated and filled
with love.

When she addresses the public, she
speaks on a vast range of topics, includ-
ing relationships, the nature of birth and
death, war and peace, philosophy and
spirituality, science and the environment.
She presents the most esoteric of truths in
a manner so simple that even a child can
understand.

Amma’s message is universal: selfless
love, service and peace. She suggests
only that people inquire into their own
real nature and believe in themselves. In
her vision of ‘Universal Motherhood’ as
the path towards world peace, men and
women alike, everywhere, will con-
sciously develop within themselves their
innate qualities of love, compassion and

patience. She says that, “Love is a univer-
sal religion, and this is what society
really needs. Love should be expressed
through our every word and action.”
Amma herself is a living example.

Amma’s charitable work

Amma’s massive charitable and hu-
manitarian projects are transforming the
lives of hundreds of thousands of Indians.
These include: schools; medical, nursing
and pharmaceutical colleges, manage-
ment, computer and engineering insti-
tutes, which comprise a deemed univer-
sity; orphanages; free food for 50,000
impoverished people each month; 25,000
homes for the aged and poor, with plans
for 75,000 more; pensions for 50,000
widowed, physically disabled or destitute
women; free medical care; hospices for
cancer patients; a hospital to treat AIDS
patients; reconstruction 1,200 homes in
six villages destroyed by the Gujarat
earthquake; environmental and reforesta-
tion projects. The Amrita Institute of
Medical Science (AIMS) is one of the
most modern hospitals in Asia, with over
800 beds, providing -surgical and non-
invasive procedures at subsidized rates,
with free treatment for the poor.

Amma as a world figure

Amma is one of the most influential
spiritual teachers of modemn times, tour-
ing the world annually since 1986. She
has addressed conferences such as the
‘Millennium Peace Summit’, UN General
Assembly. At the historic ‘Global Peace
Initiative of Women Spiritual and Reli-

gious Leaders’ at United Nations Head-
quarters in Geneva, 2002, where 1000
delegates assembled, Amma was an hon-
oured keynote speaker. In recognition of
her lifelong work in furthering the prineci-
ples of non-violence and her services to
humanity, Amma was also conferred the
prestigious ‘Gandhi King Award for
Non-Vielence’ . The Award was presen-
tated by the late UN Commissioner for
Human Rights, Mr.Sergio Vleira De
Mello, and the 2001 recipient, primatolo-
gist Dr Jane Goodall, who described
Amma as “God’s love in a human body.”
The only previous Award winners were
Nobel Prize honorees, Kofi Annan and
Nelson Mandela.

In Cochin International Stadium, India
2003, 500,000 people, including repre-
sentatives form 191 nations, celebrated
Amma’s golden jubilee at the 4 day
“Embracing the World for Peace and
Harmony” Conference. Amma’s ex-
pressed 50" birthday wish was that “The
silent longing of each and every one of
you will create subtle positive vibrations
for world peace.” International and Indian
dignitaries such as the President, Dr. Ab-
dul Kalam, addressed daily Summits - the
Interfaith, Women's, Business & CEO,
and Youth Initiatives. Yolanda King,
daughter of the late Martin Luther King,
and director of the ‘Martin Luther King
Jr. Center for Non-Violent Social
Change’, Washington DC. said about
Amma at the Women’s Initiative, “What I
cherish about Amma is that she not only
talks the talk and is the embodiment of
unconditional love, but she expresses that

love in action. Mahatma Gandhi urged us
to ‘be the change we wish to see in the
world’. Amma is the change she wants to
see in our world. She is a profound living
exxmple for all of us.”

Australia’s contribution to the Confer-
ence came from Aboriginal dance group,
Tal-Kin-Jeri, who performed during with
great success during the Cultural pro-
grams. Congratulatory messages for
Amma were delivered from Australia’s
politicians, including the Govermor Gen-
eral, Simon Crean, Stave Bracks, Phillip
Ruddock, Peter Beatty, Natasha Stott
Despoya.

Amma will be visiting Australia in
April for her annual tour, and give free
public programs in Kyneton on April 6,
and Melbourne on April 8.
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Australian Migration &

Setiilement Services

3rd Floor, Suite 306, 125 Swanson Street,

Melbourne, Vic 3000
Tel: (03) 9654 8611 / Fax: (03) 9654 8622
Mobile: 0413 888 476 / Web: www.austmss.com

Skilled Migration / Onshore Students / Spouse/ Family /

We will
accept cases
if only
there is a
real chance of
success

TO AUSTRALIA OR NEW ZEZLAND?

Redg Mig Agents: 0004935 & 0100058

Free evaluation weekend consultation available

THINKING OF MIGRATION
Talk to us

Business & Student Admission
Call EDWARD or SUSAN
MMIA 1006 & 1229

Our best record - Onshore
Overseas Student visa granted in 2 days
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The General Election of 2 April 2004 will
be different. For the first time a political
party will field a slate of candidates, all of
whom are Buddhist monks. The move has
stirred immense controversy, patticularly
among the Sinhala-Buddhist people in
south Sri Lanka. And the electoral for-
tunes of the monks will certainly deter-
mine the next chapter in Sri Lanka's po-
litical history.

*
When the British departed in 1948 they
left behind a secular political system un-
der what is popularly called the Soulbury
Constitution. However religion had al-
ready begun fo seep into the political
arena.

In Sri Lanka, Buddhism the religion of
the majority lacked a unified central ec-
clesiastical organisation. The major or-
ders were built on caste lines and individ-
ual monks were largely independent of
ecclesiastic authority. This led to reforms
being initiated by the laity. And what
commentators refer to as
"Protestant Buddhism' led by people like
the American Col Henry Olcott and the
Anagarika Dharmapala emerged around
the turn of the 20th century. They intro-
duced modern symbols like the flag, festi-
vals, religious holidays etc to encourage
Buddhism, which had been eclipsed by
Christianity during centuries
of colonial rule, to be able to compete in a
modern world.

The onset of universal adult franchise in
1931 by implication also empowered
Buddhism and increased the influence of
Buddhist organisations like the All Cey-
lon Buddhist Congress and the Young
Men's Buddhist Association that
"Protestant Buddhism' had created.

The Buddhist clergy was not idle. Many
of those who had studied in India and had
been influenced by their freedom struggle
became radicalised. They were associated
with the Vidyalankara Privena where Ven
Walpola Rahula was articulating a new
social and political role for the Buddhist
clergy. Such monks gravitated towards
the Lanka Sama Samaja Party and Com-
munist Party, which were the main vehi-
cles of political protest. The response of
the establishment United National Party
was to put its own clerical supporters on
the election platform to warn the devout
that Marxists should they come

Jayantha

to power will burn temples and churches.
So the Buddhist clergy became an inte-
gral part of Sri Lanka's political landscape
beginning with the 1947 General Elec-
tion.

Bandaranaike's Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) went one step further. Not only
did it incorporate the recommendations of
the Buddhist Commission Report into its
1956 election manifesto, but also it used
the Eksath Bikkhu Peramuna, a clerical
organisation, to campaign for it at that
election. Bandaranaike also made Ven
Buddharakitta a clerical Machiavelli who
would get him killed in 1959, a Vice
President of the SLFP.

The gains made by Political Buddhism
were gradually incorporated into the Con-
stitution (1972 and 1978) and public life.
However both clerical and lay activists
felt that no comparable set of socio-
economic reforms had benefited the mass

of the people. It took them fifty years to-

twig on to the fact that the Sinhala ruling
class had just been using them at election
time to garner the votes of the Sinhala
Buddhist electorate. They felt betrayed by
the leadership of both the major parties,
resented the politico-military gains made
by Tamil nationalists, rejected the extent
of foreign influence on government pol-
icy and feared a new tide of Christian
missionary activity.

Again there was recourse to 'Protestant’
solutions. Monks took to the media and
Ven Soma became nationally popular
through his television appearances. He
was planning to contest the 2005 Presi-
dential Elections at the time of his death

last December in Russia. His example is
being followed by 250 monks who
are offering themselves as prospective
members. of parliament next month.

What happens next?

The SLFP-led alliance is scared that the
monks, organised into the Jatika Hela
Urumaya (National Hela Heritage) will
eat into its support base and deny it vic-
tory on 2 April. If the monks secure even
a minority representation in Parliament it
will herald the spectre of an Iranian sce-
nario. It will be assumed that in this
twenty first century, Sri Lanka is moving
rapidly towards a theocratic state. This
will contrast sharply with Tamil national-
ism, which in the LTTE's October 2003
political proposals remains committed to
a secular state. Sri Lanka will also find it
hard to retain its foreign supporters.

If the monks are badly defeated, Sinhala
Buddhist nationalism will be compelled
to take its struggle outside parliament and
begin to agitate on the streets, in temples
and in lay forums. It will become an ide-
ology of protest contesting and undermin-
ing the Government. Given the absence
of a central hierarchy, maverick monks
will employ desperate forms of protest
and create a new chapter of political, reli-
gious and social instability.
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Sifsepé@:- 1. Petra Court, Epping, Victoria 3076.

John Allison/Monkhouse

Australian Owned Funeral Directors

FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION TO FUNERAL
ARRANGEMENTS IN KEEPING WITH
SRI-LANKAN AND INDIAN TRADITIONS

PLEASE CONTACT -

HARVEY SCHUILING - FUNERAL CONSULTANT
PHONE: (03) 9547 7711 or (03) 9764 4387
MOBILE: 0419 874 374

Fax: 9755 8363
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India is a journey of mind and soul: Marketing the incredible country

By our Melbourne reporter:

It is not uncommon to hear stories of snake charmers and maharajas all around in India.
These stories come more from stereo type publicists and people with a colonial hang-
over. But gone are those days. With a brand name ‘Incredible India’ and an aggressive
international marketing strategy, Indian tourism is now on the world stage. Tourist arri-
vals are increasing and there is excitement in the tourist industry. This was reflected
much more during a daring and frank dinner cum presentation presented by the India
Tourism, Sydney at the Curry Club (Bridge Road) last month before a select gathering of
travel agents and local media.

The interesting and visually excellent presentation was done by Mr. G. S. Dhar,
Joint Director General, Department of Tourism, and Government of India. He had all the
statistics to prove that tourist arrivals had gone up considerably. “I feel contended and
that language, food, customs and traditions change every 10 kilometres in India™, “a few
weeks visit is not enough”, he said. Through his audio visual presentation he detailed the
strategy to attract more tourists to India. “India is the ultimate stress buster”, he said. On
a question by South Asia Times, Mr Dhar said that apart from its ancient and historical
attractions, India’s scientific and technological achievements are already an element that
adds to the country’s projection as a modern state. Mr. Dhar was in here to attend the
meeting of the Incentives Expo 2004,

The gathering was also addressed by Dr. Martand Joshi, Hon. Vice Counsel in
Melbourne. He disclosed about the visa facilities available in Melbourne. He said that
visas except for people of Pakistan and Sri Lanka, took about five days to issue. He fur-
ther said that as compared to many other countries our visas were issued in time.

A raffle was held and give-aways were presented by Mr. Anil Oraw, Director
of India Tourist Office, Sydney among others and Mr. Raj Kumar assisted ably in the
event. A tasty dinner under the supervision of Curry Club Manager, Mr. Khera, was
served by the Curry Club.

m Melbourne |
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Melbourne Bala
Perth Ramkumar

ADVERTISMENT ENQUIRIES
P.O. Box, 3170, Wheelers Hill, Vic 3150
Phone / Fax: (03) 9561 0242 or contact

(03)97953568
(08) 9332 3978

MELBOURNMNE
e e e

BERNARD EL E( TRICS

REC. 11743
Commercial - Domestic - Industrial

(03) 9841 7360 & 0404 098 136

MELBOURNE

| | RAVI JAMES ASSOCIATES
B | 87 Beaty Street,
Tvanhoe, Vic 3079
Ph. 9614 3588 (BH)
9497 3738 (AH) .

MALAR STORES
Open 7 Days

35A Canara Road, || 349 Keilor Road,
Westminister, WA 6061 i North Essendon, Vic 3041

08 9440 0420|| phone: 9379 2161
VIDEOS & GROCERIES

MELBOURNE

LION of INDIA
Tandoori Indian Cuisine

The Palms
Food Court & Restaurant
213 - 215 Blackburn, Road

Syndal, 3149
Ph: (03) 9803 9668




catering

H WATERING CURRIES

- © Concept & Designed by NetOne Web Solutions

Designed by Abirame Publications - (03) 9803 8787




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

