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'DEDICATION

To MARY AND MAGRET LEITCH
American Missionaries.

Who when serving at Chavakachcheri brought
my ancestors into the fellowship of the Church.
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FOREWORD

The Rt. Rev, Dr. S. Kulandran, § =
. + (Former Bishop of the Jaffna Diocese of the
¥ Church of South India).

[ have been asked to write a foreword to this book.
I appreciate the honour, particularly because it gives me an
opportunity of paying my tribute to the author. He not merely
has a sense.of history, but is well versed in matters of local
interest; and as far as the subject he has undertaken to treat
in this book is concerned, may said to be pretty well steeped
in it. I wonder whether there are many others in Jaffna who
could have treated this subject with the same semse of easy
authority as he. i g

There are two continuous books on the history of the
American Ceylon Mission: Helen. I. Root’s *“ A Century in Ceylon”
(in English) and the Rev. C. D. Velupillai’s ¢ History of the
American Ceylon Mission” (in Tamil). Both bring down the
story to the year 1916. There are others like Mrs. Miron
Winslow’s Diary, and *‘Seven years in Ceylon ** by the Leitch sisters
which deal with very limited periods. But it was outside the
purpose of any of these books to dive into the cultural
activities of the Mission or the results following from them,
though of course Mr, Jebanesan would have drawn much from
them,

Mr. Jebanesan has made it his business patiently to get
into the cultural activities of the Mission, spend months in
examining original documents and give usa definitive account
of thg ,whole matter. For this task, performed quite unasked
for, future generations will always remain grateful to him.

The cultural activities of the Mission are matters of historical
fact and cannot be denied. But as to their effects, there are
two opinions: onc applauds these activities as entirely benefical
and as having greatly contributed to the welfare of Jaffna,
the other opinion holds that these activities denationalised us



mn

and seriously damaged, if not destroyed, our culture. 1 have
a suspicion that there are some who can be equally ,vocal in
either camp, as occasion suits them.

To say that the cultural activities of the Missioparies
destroyed our culture is not due to (as some of us think)
malice, but to a mistake. There are many who say the British
destroyed the ancient culture of India; but few of them, if
given the chance, would like to live in the India before the
British, with its suttee system, its thuggery, child-widows and
the high-handed hegemony of the Brahmins.

A culture that eloses itself to all new influences, new
ideas and new insights, does not expose itsclf to new experiences
but is handed down from géneration to generation intact,
wrapped up as in a parcgl, is. a dead thimg. .It is new
influences, insights and ‘experiences that remew a tulture and
make it live. ’

The mistake made by those who denounce the cultural
activities of the Missions as having dealt out death to the old
culture of Jaffna are actually denouncing it for having given
it a new life,

The possibility of rejuvenation is denied to human beings, but
it is at the disposal of institutions, cultures and nations, which
keep themselves alive and fresh age after age, by absorbing
new contributions and new influences.

So let us be thankful to the Missionaries for having
infused new life into our culture; and let us be grateful to
Mr. Jebanesan for putting down in writing for all to read
how the whole process took place.

-y
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Bunker Memorial Lectures

The Crisis in Modern Soclety
— S. G. SAIYIDAIN (1969)

Tamil Humanism_ the Classical Period
— XAVIER S. THANINAYAGAM (1972)

Christianity Traditional Cultures and Nationalism
The South Asian Experience _
— SINNAPPAH ARASARATNAM (1978) -

Education and National Development
MALCOLM S. ADISESHIAH (1983)

Reflections on the Humanities in 2 Democratic Culture
~ — J. W, BICKNELL (In the press)

A History of Jaffna College 1923 — 1980

— S: KULANDRAN (In the press)
A Century of English Education

— J. V. CHELLIAH (Reprinf)

SCufés Gomima Wagsn sf5HTD
— C. D. GagninSisindr  (ySuws ugiiny)
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