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COMMENTARY

RATIONALISING THE CITY'S CO-OPS.

Another column in this issue carries an ac-
count of a pilot survey of the consumer movement
in the ‘Greater Jaffna’ area conducted by a team
from the Editorial Board, assisted by an officer of
the Co-operative Department The survey was
confined to five consumer shops and limited in its
objectives. The case for a full-dress study of
the Co-operative Movement in the area impressed
itself on the team. The healthy development of
the movement calls for constant self-evaluation
and self-criticism. In fact, we think that part of
the function of the officers of the Department
should be to help to bring about this kind of ap=-
praisal of the movement from within.

The five shops visited belonged to almost five
different worlds. They were unequal in their phy-
sical size, in membership and turnover, in range
of service and etficiency of management The in-
dications are that there are many’ weak links in
the co-operative chain in the Northern Capital,
Far be it from us to suggest that all co-ops.
should be stamped with the same pattern, or that
every single institution should not reflect the geni-
us of its surroundings. What we ask for is that
all co-operative societies should be economically
viable units and large enough to afford a satis-
fying service to its membership, Certainly there
should be enough selling points in the City, but
not necessarily as many societies. In passing,
what is the need in the most ‘Co-operative City’
in the Island for the landscape to be blurred by so
many A D'sshops? - Alas! Unknownarethejoys
of the twilight hours of th= late even or early morn
to them that labour despite the Shop Law behind
their balf-closed doors: Shame! Their thought-
less patrons include the custodians of the law,

We are sure that the fuller survey would
point to the need for re-organizing the consumer
set up and the re-drawing of the co-operative map
of the City. If the country needs in the co-opera-
tive sphere, rationalisation, regionalisation and
concentration; in the City of Jaffna too the need
is for rationalisation and modernisation, including
a gsystem of Co-operative Super-markets It should
not be beyond the strategy of Co-operation to find
means of reconciling large stores with member-
ship control.

‘Each for all, all for each’is a maxim thatap-
plies to societies as well as to individual members.
It is in this respect that the Jaffna MPCS Union
has a role more vital than that of being wholesale
distributor for the Revenue Division, It should
be multi-purpose in fact as in name. Jts own
wide range of goods and industrial products should
suggest new lines of activity to the retail societies.
Modern warehousing and an adequate fleet of
lorries should help in quick and economical des-
patch of supplies to the retail stores. The Union
can help to bring about some kind of a unified
service in the area. A large pool of workers will
enable appropriate choices to be made for each
vacant post ; there is no better incentive to maxi-
mum output on the part of an employee than the
prospect of promotion in a unified and transfera-
ble service to higher grades, including the bigger
posts.in the Union.

By and large the co-operatives in the City
have done a good job in the matter of distributing
rationed articles. But Consumer Co-operation
should nothope tosurvive in the long run onthe ra-
tioning system, subsidies and subterfuges We
would do well intime to putour housein orderand
stand on our own strength. With imaginative
planning and dedicated leadership we may yet make

~a significant contribution, beyond mere survival,
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g Salisfaclorily

in the Greater Jaffna Area

After experimenting with
several tnial-and-error meths
ods, the Government at last
hit upon the idea of distribut-
ing commodiiies hke chiilies
and coriander on the ration.
Was this distribution scheme
working satisfactorily ? Were
the consumers pgetting their
quota? To find the answers
to these questions, the Co-op-
erator decided to carry outa
survey of some societies in the
Jaffna DRO’s area. Our re-
connaissance revealcd that the
distribution scheme is, gener-
ally speaking, working satis-
facorily. :

We visited four societies—
the Ariyalai MPCS, the Small
Baziar Co-operative Stores,
the Chundikuli Co-operative
Stores and the [hinnevelly M
PCS— besides the Jjaffna MP
CS Union (which supplies the
commodities to these socieies)
and one of its depots—the
Nallur Town Depot (the Union
runs altogether 14 depots).
Unforrunately, w2 could not,
for obvious reasons, check on

. the authorised dealers so we're

unablé to say how they're
operaling the scheme,

None of the socicties we
visited are following the roster
system. They say there’s no
need to, as they are able to
cope with the rush either by
working till late or by employ-
ing additional staff on the rush
days. The Ariyalai MPCS,
for instance, follows the latter
method, Tuesdays and Wed-
pesdays are, usually, the rush
days.

We were told that chillies
and coriander are the items

. most in demand. Only a pro-

portion of the consumers seem
to care for Mashoor Dhal and
Maldive Fish. Incidentally,
though the Co-operative De-
partment requires that ration-
ed commodities be billed sepa-
rately for purposes of analysis,
only two of the societies we
visited conformed 1o this re-
quirement,

Japanese suitings were prove
ing 1o bea bit of a headache
to the societies. Even a subo-
teur could not have thought
up a better way of disrupting
the smooth working of socie-
ties. One society—the Thin-
nevelly MPCS—has got round
the problem (or at least tem-
porarily postponed it) by not
drawing its quota of Japanese
suitings from the Union! The
other societies distributed their
quota of Japanese suitlings on
the recommendations of the
commiltee. One society hadn’t
yet begun the distribution of
Japanese suitings as thesfcom-
mittee hadn't finished scruti-
nising the applications.

Since the societies have to
depend on private lorries to
transport their goods from the
Union, they are to some ex-

(BY A STAFF WRITER)

tent being exploited by lorry-
owners, Unfortunately one of
the three lorries owned by the
Jaffoa MPC3 Union is under
repairs. Once it is repaired,
the situation could be consi-
derably eased. All societies
call at the Union on Mondays
to draw their quotas (some-
times it looks as if the distri-
bution overflows into the next
day). The Union cannot draw
up a roster for the societies,
as it has been instructed by the
DFC to fiaish the distribution
in one day. Since the Union
hasn’t yet a building of its
own, the problem is further
complicated, as the societies
have to collect the goods from
various points.

Now I shall proceed to give
a break down of the societies
we visi‘ed.

The first society we visited
wag the Ariyalai MPCS which
has /66 members and 1,667
rice ration books. Apart from
the Thianevelly MPCs, this
was the only other society we
visited which had its own
building. Unlike some other
MPCSS we know of, this one
was truly multi-purpose Apart
from selling groceries, textiles
shop goods erc., it was also
funning a weaving section
which employed 24 girls, each
one earning on an average
Rs. 60/~ per month. There
were 7 looms turning out
sarees, veriies towels and
shawls every month worth
about Rs. 3,000/~. The
society has just begun a say-
ings scheme and has also given
credit to farmer-members to
the tune of Rs, 27,000/-, out
of which it has already recov-
ered Rs. 11,000/-. There are
4 employees and the monthly
salaries bill is Rs. 4.7/50. The
turnover for January was Rs.
7,550/-,

Out of a total of 324 ration
cards, 279 had been issued
(83%) when we visited the so-
ciety. Its half-yearly profit
was Rs. 837/-,

Our next stop was the Nal.
lur Town Depot dealing only
in provisions, This is a one-
roomed shop paying a month.
Iy rental of Rs 20/, Therc are
two employees (a manager and
a salesman) and the salaries
bil tots up to Rs, 254/ a
month, The January ' turn-
over was Rs. 3,155/4;: cts. It
has 1,092 coupons attached to
it, and out of (09 ration cards,
had issued 173 (82%).

The Small Bazaar Co-opera=
tive Stores is another one-
roomed shop dealing in provi-
sions and textiles. It has a
coupon strength of 1,666 and
had issued 267 ration cards
out of 7! (983%). There are
two employees and the month-
Iy sala.ies bill amounts to Rs.
175/-. The manager was un<
able to tell us the number of
members or the turnover for
January,

The Chundikuli Ce-operae
tive Store has a coupon sir-
ength of 2,059 and had issued
259 ration cards out of 378
(68%%). It deals in textiles,
groceries and shop goods, The
turnover for Jaouary was Rs,
9,000/-. There are 4 emplo-
yees and the monthly salaries
bill is Rs. 36°/-. The manager
was unable to give us the num-
ber of members.

The Thinnev:lly MPCS has
597 members out of which 75
are fully paid-up.members. Its
ration strength is 3,775, and
out of 678 ration cards it had
issued 615 (90§%). It has 11
employees and the monthly
salaries bill comes to Rs.1,114/-

There is a Provident Fund
for the employees.

A noteworthy feature of the
society is its decentralisation
of responsibility : there’s an
employee in charge of every
section, and he is held respon-
sible for the section in his
charge.

Of the societies we visited,
the Chinnevelly MPCS had the

(Continued on page 8)

TO OUR READERS

This number of The Co-operator concludes Volume V,
The ncw volume commences with the mid-April issue.

We shoold be grateful if our readers would write to us

their opinions about the Journal and their suggestions for-
increasing its appeal to them, We would welcome comments
opn both the English and Tamil sections and in each case on the
Editorial Commentaries and the selection of other articles.

In particular, what do our readers feel about the balance
we have sought to keep in our Commentary between {a) Co-
operation 3 (b) Education ; (c) Geperal Questions. For ex-
ample, the following subjects were dealt with in the last few
issues: (a) The Co-operative Rank Wagon Skids ; Ration-
alising the City’s Co-ops; (b) Work-experience; The Pluce
of tnglish in Ceylon; (¢) Tasks for our Police: Indian F lec-
tions Wounld our readers favour a different en phasis ?

We woul i remind our readers that ours is a secalar, non-
party, gercral sxd co-operative mewspaper and the official
organ of the Co.operative Movement in the North,

E 4
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Sigmund Freud Vs.
Woodrow Wilson

We were adolescents ab
school during World War I.
Our principal was an Ameri-
can Democrat, a Wilson-fan
and a League of Nations en-
thusiast, After America entered
the war, on the Allied side,
along with tales of Zeppelin
raids and sixty mile guns, the
voice of idealistic humanism
was also heard, thanks largely
to Woodrow Wilson. Wilson’s
impassioned utterances were
often relayed tous at school
assembly by our principal. It
was a war to end war and to
make the world safe for demo-
cracy. Small pations would
have the right of self-deter-
mination, Secret diplomacy
was to be abolished. The
League of Nations would out-
law war and would function
as global peace-keeper.

At the Peace Conference,
Wilson was a lonely figure.
Everyone except himwas com-
mitted to realpofitik. Clemen-
ceau wanted revenge for the
humiliation Germany had in-
flicted on France in 1870-'71.
Lloyd George’s eye was on the

~ forthcoming  parliamentary
elections! ‘““Hang the Kaiser”
was the slogan that won him
the election. Orlando of ltaly,
the other key-figure was inter-
ested in territorial gains. Wil-
son was outwitted and out-
manoeuvred, When Wilson
left for Europe, American iso-
lationism once again asserted
itself. Wilson returned home
broken in spirit and body. And
accerding to all accounts, dur-
ing the last months of his sec-
ond term he was a stricken
man incapacitated from per-
forming his duties. And ac-
cording to some accounts it
was Wilson’s second wife who
made policy decisionsand virs
tually served as president.

Now there has appeared a
psycho-analytic study of Wil-
son’s personality and career
co-authored by the father of
psycho-analysis Sigmund Fre-
ud and William Bullit one
time admirer of Wilson and
an influential member of the
American Commission to the
Paris Peace Conference. Al-
though psycho-analysis lends
itself easily to caricature thr-
ough itsbroad generalisations,
its clinical studies are meticul-
ous, rich inilluminating detail,
perceptive discrimination and
by no means free from saving
clauses. The picture that em-~
erges from the study of Wilson
is that of a prig and pedant
who was hopelessly inadequate
to the stresses of international
politics. According to the au-
thors of this study, Wilson
never fought a fist fight. His
father a Presbyterian clergy-
man smothered him with affec-
tion and never really allowed

him to be anything but ‘little
Tommy’, as thebook repeated-
ly calls Wilson. Thomas was
Wilson’s first name. Though
young Wilson was irked by
this cloying exhibition of pat-
ernal love, he put up no fight
and gradually cast his father
in the role of God Almighty
and himself as God’s only be-
loved son Jesus Christ. Wil-
son’s speeches were strewn
with high ethical precepts
couched in impressive and
evocative words. A gibe cor-
rent at the time of the Peace
Conference was that Wilson
spoke like Jesus Christ and
acted like Lloyd George.

As against this, Wilson had
been president of. Princeton,
one of America’s outstanding
geats of learning where he im-
pressed generations of bright
studénts asthe best teacher
they ever had; later he had
been Governor of New Jersey
and twice he was chosen as
America’s Chief Magistrate.
Men groaning under tyranny,
had fixed their hopes of relief
on him. A judge (ex-judge?)
of the High Court in Madras,
Sir S. Subramanya Iyer, wrote
to Wilson telling him of India’s
humiliations
under British rule and pleaded
with him to take up India’s
cause with America’s ally Bri-
tain, Bullit had as a young
idealist hero-worshipped him
and had expected Wilson to
redeem humanity from corrup-
tion and error. When Wilson
could not prevail against the

hard-headed men of Paris and .

fulfil the global mission which
Bullit, not without Wilson’s
consent, had assigned to him,
he (Bullit) resigned his job and
wrote a stinging indictment of
Wilson to Wilson himself, and
pursued Wilson with bitter-
ness throughout his life and
furnished the material on
which he and Freud have built
their edifice. Freud had npever
met Wilson and his analysis is
based on hearsay evidence
furnished by a hostile and em-
bittered witness, Knowledgea-
ble and competent American
critics think that Freud’s share
in the study is marginal. Freud
himself acknowledges his aver-
sion to Wilson on account of
the sufferings which he be-
lieves the Central Europeans
endured as a result of Wil-
son’s intrusion into their des=
tiny.

Psycho analysis in absentia
based on other people’s obser-
vations is on the face of it
suspect. Freud himself in his
introduction to this book says
“A more intimate knowledge
of a man may lead to a moré
correct estimate of his achieve-
ments.” All the reviews I have
read agree that it would have
been better for the authors
and the victim, if the book
had never been written.

S. H, P.

Phone : 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
tritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
n/  Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T’gram : “Yarlunion’'.

and privations -

Guests of honour at the party given by the Ambassador, Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic—Dr. Milos Vetvicka, Editor-in-Chief ‘“Czechoslovak Co-operator”’ (third
from left) and Mr. Edmund Wijesuriya, M.P. for Maskeliya and President,
Ceylon Co-operative Federation (second from left)
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IDEA OR
- FACT OF NATURE?®

Race, the dictionary tells
me, is one of several subdivi-
sions of mankind distinguished
by physical characteristics.
But Morton H. Fried, Pro-
fessor of Anthropology at
Columbia University, - has no
use for the word. In a tren-
chantly written article titled
“A Four-letter Word 1hat
Hurts”, he argues that the
white race (and the black, yel-
low and red) are not real,
hard facts of nature but just
fdeas. “Taking”, he writes,
“the great white race away
from today’s racists is like 1ak-
ing candy from a baby. There
are sure (o be shrieks and
howls of outrage. But it will
be very hard to take away this
piece of candy, because, to
drop the metaphor, no:hing is
barder to expunge than an
idea. It is not only the great
white race that will howl if
this four-letter word is taken
away from them. What will
our politicians do for a living,
without it ?

For Dr. Fried, statistically

there is a continuous grading
of human skin colour from
light to dark; there are no
sharp breaks, no breaks at
all. He points out that,
throughout history our genus,
Homo, has been mobile, And
where man moves, man mates.
This gene flow has been going
on throughout history and
pre-history so that there never
was a pure white race, a pure
black race or any other. Pin-
pointing the fallacy of racial
classification, Prof. Fried re-
marks that “some of our best
known and noisiest Southern
politicians undoubtedly have
some ‘Negro’ genes in their
make-up.” How true, mutatis
mutandis of our politicians
too!
- To Fried, the word ‘race’
refers to nothing more than a
‘transitory statistical abstrac-
tion,’ and expresses a certain
kind of “unresolved social
conflict that thrives on divi-
sions and invidious distinc-
tions.”

But not all scientists and
anthropologists agree with
Fried. The anthropologist,
Carleton Coons, Sr. in his
*The Living Races of Man’
repeats his earlier thesis that
there are five races with an
infinite series or gradations
between. On the other hand,
Ashley Montagu, thinks that
the concepit of race should be
dropged on scientific grounds.

Some scientists have tried
to use biological criteria to
define the comcept of race.
They have used blood factors,
the ABO, RH, MNS, and
other well known series. Such
work according to Fried, has
had one consistent by-pro-
duct: “the resultant classifi-
cation tends to cross-cut and
obliterate conventional racial
lines so that such constructs
as the white race disappear as
useful taxonomic units.” In
this connection I recall an
article titled ‘ABO and RH
Blood» groups dmong the
Tamils’ by Dr. A. E. A, Joseph
of the General Hospital,
Jafina. His diagram showing
the serological composition of
the Tamils, places us some-
where near the Congo Negroes
and the Sumatrans. Of course
he refuses to comment on the
anthropological significance of

is or speculate on our
racial derivation.

e -

Dr. Fried is optimistic that,
since great areas of the earth’s
surface have been totally de-
void of racism for long periods
of time, such a situation may
return again, although under
altered circumstances. I wond-
er. The majority of politicians
have a vested interest in racism
so that it’s unlikely they’ll ever
consent to the word ‘race’ be-
ing dropped from our voca-
bulary.

VES MU \UNU

Having heard thet the Sin-
hala theatre has taken rapid
strides of late, I went along to
see Ves Muhunu when it was
staged at the Jaffna Town Hall
recently. This was a Sinhala
adaptation of Tennessee Willi-
ams’ 4 Streetcar Named Desire
Now I must say straightaway
that the npeurotic, violent
world of Williams is one I
don’t fancy very much: this
inevitably colours my judge-
ment ol Ves Muhunu.

Compared with much of
what passes for Tamil drama
today, modern Sinhala theatre,
as exemplified by Ves Muhunu,
is certainly far .bhead. The
production was cleverly han-
dled and the acting was natur-
al. It cerrainly proved that
the Sinhala theatre has picked
up very fast from the West.
But I doubt whether Williams
has really anything profound
to tell us. Since he hasn’t,
why waste our energy and time
trying to give his work a local
habitation and a name?

Most of our young writers,
both Sinhala and Tamil, have
fallen head over heels in love
with modern Western liter-
ature, and are striving to
imitate the latest literary fash-
ions. These pright young men

‘seem to forget that when we

borrow literary techniques we
are also smuggling in the view
of life that underlies them.
The rootless, morally neutral
literature of the modern West
is hardly a guide we should be
folowing. As Ananda
Coomaraswamy said ‘ New
songs, yes ; but not new kinds
of music, for these may be
destructive of our entire civili-
sation.”

Edmund Fuller writing on
“The New Compassion in the
American Novel” says: “The
existentialists and those influ-
enced by them, and many who
unconsciously have been prac-
tising existentialists withont
the fancy jargon, portray
human depravity and degra-
dation without comment, pre-
sumably as they see it. This
is a kind of moral neutralism.
It makes no judgement, on the
grounds that there is no judg-
ment. But these writers show
phenomena without meaning.
If we give depravity no signi-
ficance we imply that it has
no significance There are
merely fitful glimmerings of
life and agitated motions in
the books of such novelists.
The vital questions which
would bring them to profound
life have been nullified. You
cannot say of their attitude
towards their characters, ‘To
understand all is to forgive
all.” They see much but under-
stand nothing. They do not
understand all—they devalue
all. They do not forgive all.
They do not forgive anything.
They say there is nothing to
forgive. They take murder,
rape, perversion and say belli-
gerently, “What's wrong with
it?”...... . Many novelists of

Development of Infernafional lrades

(Continued from our last issue)

Also in the field of agricul-
tural supply or marketing Co-
operatives, the national federa-
tions are, in several cases, not
strorg enough in the market
to be able to esfablish them-
selves as import or export
agencies for their member or-
ganisations.” The exception
would be the Philippines where
in the fields of ‘tobacco and
rice the Central Co-operative
Exchange has become firmly
established during the last few
years. In Iodia the National
Co-operative Marketing Feder-
ation has initiated both im-
port and export trade. Its link
with tbe member organisations
in the Statss has so far not
been sufficiently developed.
Several of the State Co-oper-~
ative Marketing Federations
therefore undertake external
trade of their own.

In many cases the central
supply organisation of agricul-
tural co-operatives 1is givep
certain privileges, e.g. import
licences by the Government,
which facilitate its operations
and eften creates monopolistic
conditions for its business. This
is sometimes utilized by the
central supply organisation to

initiative may depend on non-
existence of skilled personnel
to put in charge of the organis=
ation. There may alsp bea
feeling that the competition in
the import trade would be too
severe, The Co-operatives may
think that for the time being
at least it is more comfortable
to use established private trade
channels to satisfy the import
needs.

To be able to compete with
the private importing organis-
ations, the co-operative socie-
ties must realize the advant-
ages of large-scale operations
in foreign trade. Consequently
much work must be done in
order to strengtben the central
agency which will undertake
the import and export activi-
ties» External tradeis a com-
plicated procedure. Skill and
experience are necessary for
running an organisation active
in this field. Competence and
diplomacy are required from
the leadership of the central
agency to secure loyalty and
full support from the supplying
or purchasing member organ-
isations. Success or failure of
the central agency devoting
itself to foreign trade will very
much depend on the loyalty

By M.

Radetzki,

Director, ICA Education Centre

enter other fields of business;
for example Co-operatives
with which it usunally does not
maintain any parliamentary
ties. In some cases in South=
East Asia there has been a
tendency for the leaders of the
central body to run away with
the business rather than to
develop and strengthen the
. ties with the member societies.

Not Well Integrated

As a general observation it
can be said that the Co-oper-
ative Movement is not very
well integrated in the South-
East Asian countries today.
As a result of the lack of inte-
gration the local societies in
many cases don't feel compet-
ent or strong enough to support
or create a central body which
would cater to their import
needs. Opinions about the set-
up may differ between the
participating member organis-
ations. Or else the lack of

talent are more or less in-
volved in the confusion of
identification with compas-
sion, in the process of repre-
senting a facet of life as if it
were the whole, and of pre-
senting phenomena without
the evaluation which the great-
est of writers, and even the
mere reformers, have never
shrunk from offering. They
feel that by detailing innumer-
able horrors without visible
revulsion, they are somehow
demonstrating sympathy. They
conceive their virtue as not
casting stones at the sinner,
but many cast stones in other
directions, and some reverse
the words of Jesus to say, in
effect, “Neither do I condemn
you—go and sin some more.”
Fuller is writing specifically
about modern American fic-
tion, but what he has to say is
relevant to much of modern
Western literature. If we pay
heed to his words, we can pre-
vent our literary landscape be-
ing peopled with, as Fuller
puts it, “‘the genial rapist, the
jolly slasher, the fun-loving
dope pusher®, ;

and confidence of the members.
If the effort to initiate the
import trade is genuinely Co-
operative, and has a broad
support from the local society
level then purchases and sales
will probably not become a
major problem.

The following quotation
from India shows on the other
hand what can be the result if
links between the primary,
secondary and apex organisa-
tions in the Co-operative mar-
keting structure are weak or
non-existent :

“In Maharashtra, the above
relationship is not yet enhan-
ced nor is trading through or
among the different co-oper-
ative tiers well-developed,
Some primary societies the
writer has visited disposed of
their members’ produce to pri-
vate traders rather than to dis-
trict societies. District so-
cieties have not so far engaged
in sizeable business with the
State society, There are those
marketing societies which have
never dealt in business either
with the district society or the
apex society. In the former,
some reasons given are that
the district societies do not
offer good prices, or are not in
a position to buy or dispose of
the goods; or that the primary
societies do not have faith in
the people managing the dis-
trict society. In the latter, one
plausible reason is probably
the fact-that the State society
started operations only re-
cently"”-

(Extract from a paper en-
titled “Parliamentary and Man-
agement Structure of Market~
ing Co-operatives in India” by
Clemente Terse, Jr., ICA
Fellow (Philippines)—January
31st, 1964).

The interests of the different
sectors of the Co-operative
Movement, particularly the
consumers and the agricultural
producers may vary, and it is
therefore likely that ultimately
separate central agencies will
have to be set up to attend to

the requirements of the differ
ent Co-operative sectors.

Role of Government in Support
of External Co-operative
Trade

In countries where due to
lack of leadership or financial
weakness, an indigenous Co-
operative effort to establish
the central body for external
trade is not coming forward,
the Government might feel
that it would serve both social
and economic purposes to es-
tablish such an agency for the
Co-operative Movement, and
eventually hand it over to the
Co-operators. The Govern-
ment has naturally much larger
financial resources available
and has among its employee
cadres large supplies of com-
petent personnel who could be
put in managerial charge of
the institution once it has been
established.

It is important that the
Government, from the very
beginning, aims at involving
the societies to the highest
possible extent in the business
respoosibilities both financially
and in the actual carrying out
of the operations. As fast as
the local co-operatives are
able to supply the finance and
provide for the necessary bus-
iness ability, the Government
should withdraw its direct
participation and limit its acti-
vities to general control and
supervision. The local corop-
eratives must be made aware
that the organisation is their
own and that it has been creat-
ed to serve their needs. From
the beginning some measures
should be worked out whereby
the member organisations get
to feel the responsibility for
running  “their” organisation
and are induced gradually to
take over the complete financial
responsibility.

In the case of Co:operative
handicrafts and other small«
scale industries,» which alsg
have some aspirations on ex-
ternal trade, it might be neces-
sary to extend the Government
role still further,

At present a frightening di-
versity of products is brought
out by such enterpriges. Gen-
erally speaking the only nesd
which the present line of pro-
ducts could satisfy in the mar-
kets abroad would be artistic,
curio and similar, the demand
for which is very marginal.
The present situation is g
result of the small-scale of
operations by such enterprise,

Lack of organisation and
integration between the diffe-
ent establishments, and alse
lack of proper marketing faci-
lities both in the home market
and abroad, contribute further
to their difficulties. While a
small- quantity is relatively
easy to sell, a.larger amount
of the same product might be.
more difficult to dispose of
under the present circumstan-
ces. It would not be realistic
to expect an internally initiat-
ed reorganisation under the
present conditions. It seems
necessary that the Government
lends its support in the reorga-
nisation process of this sector
of the Co-operative Movement.
The reorganisation must affect
the line of produce, standardis=
ation, quality control as well
as marketing operations.

( To be Continued )
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The Five Year Plan for the Development of Agriculture in Jaffna District

The programme of develop-
wment in this district is based
on the five year Agricultural
Dev:lopment Plan of the Min-
istrv of Agriculiure. The plan
envisages development in the
sphere of agricul.ure and Ani-
mal Husbandry for the pzriod
19 6 to 1970. Develop vent in
the sphere of lea, Rubber and
Cogonut has also been provid-
«d for during the five year
period. /s far as this District
is concered the main empha-
sis is placed on the cultivation
of paddy, subsidiarv food
crops and the devclopmeat of
Animal Hu-bandry.

Padly:—The total extent of
asweddumised land in the
Jaffna District is 80,649 acres.
Qut of this an average exient
of 73, 00 acres is being culti-
vated for Maha and 11,200 for
Yala, Out of the total extent
of 80,649 acres 23,09» acres
are under major irrigation
Schemes, 7,145 acres under
minor irrigation schemes and
tre bala ce extent of 55,4 8 i3
Manavari land dependent en-
tirely on rain water for its cul-
tivation. It will bz noticed
that more than 7,0 ) acres, a
major portion of which i1s Ma-
navari land, are not cuitivated
every year, [he average yield
per acre for the Maha is 28.3
and for the Yala is 36 8 bush-
els per acre. 1he Agricultural
Plan of the Ministry envisages
for the whole island an incr -ase
of paddy production from 50
to 70 million bushels. Which
gould be realised by the in-
creas¢ of the yield to 65 bush-
els per acre. The foilowing
steps have been taken in this
district 1o realise these objec-
dives.

1. Bringing uncultivated as-
weddumised land into produc-
tion.

2. Biinging new lands under
cultivation under major and
minor irr.gation schemes.

3. Increasing yields by the
application of fertilisers and
popularisation of scientific me-
thods of cultivation,e g trans-
planting, weeding etc.

4, Making agricultural cre-
dit available to the farmer.

5. Construction of fertilizer
stores and sales of fertiliz rs
at 50% cost to cultivators en-
gaged in paddy cultivation.

6. lssue of approved seed
paddy and establishment of
seed paddy farms.

The following statistics give
an indication of the targ:is Lo
be realised.

Anticipated rice yield
in million bushels

1965-66 1966-67
WMaha Yala Maha Yala
179 =34 I8S —.35

1957-68 1968-69

Maha Yala Maha Yala

1.92 - .37 P sl
1969 70
Maha Yala
210 =4

The Ministry has, however,
in view cf the response to the
fond production drive increas-
ed the target fer 1966- 7 to
2,330,1 00 bushels mude up of
an anticipried production of
1,90 0 0 for Mana and 380,-
009 for Yala. This could be
veulised if there i- an average
yield of 31 bushelsper acre for
Maha and 47 bushels for Yala.
1n order to achieve the sbove
itis propos:d tlo wilize in-
cressed quantities of ferulizers
to be issued at 50% subsidy.

Fertilizer Component

1£66-A7
Maha-Yala
AS (Amoniam
Sulphate) 515 97
U (Ures) 816 222
SP (Saphos Phos- :
phate) 1,021 260
M#P (Muriate of .
Potash) 688 181
Total 3,040 760

For this year, the Ministry
has incre sed the targels as
follows :

Fertilizer Component

1¢6 67
Maha-Yala
AS (Amoniam
Sulphate) 520 100
U {Ure !) 836 300
SP (saphos Phos-
phate) 1,045 325
MP (Muriate of
Potash) 160
Total 3, 8835

It is proposed to increase
the number of fertilizzr stores.
The Feitilizer Corporation is
pulting up a main store at
Kilinochchi with a capacity of
2,0 0 tons. The land for this
store has already been handed
over and the building is expect-
ed to be completed by the end
of this financial year. The
Commissioner of Agr rian
Services is putting up a smaller
store of 250 ton capacity at
Poonak ry. It is also intended
to put up villige fertiiizer stores
by MP.'SS and Cultivation
Committees. The Programme
is to construct '8 such stores,
and the CAS has already

each, any land which is avail-
able within th: Grama Sevaka
Division to reasants resident
within that Division. We hope
to give out at least 1,000 acres
unaer this schemea.

The Commissioner of Agra--

rian Servicss is also concen-
trating on improvements Lo
minor irrigation works. Itis
proposed 1o sp-nd Rs. 500,000
in this Dustrict during 66/77
on improvements [0 minor
tanks which are expected to
benefit 8 700 acres.

If the above targets are
achieved, and if rains do not
fail during the Mapavari cul-
tivation period, there should
be no d:ficulty in exceeding
the targets set by the Ministry.

I rogramm e of Subsidiary

Foodsiuffs Cal.ivation for the -

Period 1966—70

This country imports a large
amount of subsidiary food-
stuffs which could be produced
in this country itself without
difficulty. The imporfs of the
main subsidiary foodstuffs
during |9 4 were as follows :

Chillies (Dry) 425,383 cwts,
Rs. 46,470,854,

Red Onions
Rs. 2,822,228.

Bombay Onions 1,744,311
cwis. Rs. 22,983,8 8.

Potatoes 1,471,458 cwis.
Rs. 25,467,780.

Green gram 200,936 cwis.
Rs. 6,738,796

Maize 79,731 cwts. Rs. I,
495,634.

140,570 cwts.

ments, 100 acres are to bs
chluvated at Vavunikulam and
a further 100 acres at Akka-
rayankulam where pamps will
be installed by the {rrigation
Dept during the course of
this year.

Jaffna is famous for its red
onion. It produces 11 months
requirements of the I-land.
Payment for this onion s
made by Govt. ata s:aggered
price as follows :

January 34-72 per cwit.
February B304
March 2510 05 - 5s
April 2800 .,
May & June 31-35 ,,
.ll.l]y 22-90 5, »
Auguu 257‘3 SH Ty N
September 7.0 L P e
October 3360 o
Nov & Dec. 34.7: ,, s

The price has been fixzd to
enable cultivators to store these
onions and sell to Co-ops.dur-
ing periods when there is no
cultivation. The purchase of
onions during the last o years
by Govt. has been increasing
from year to year,

1961 521,500 ewts.
1952 2=-480 1 55
fund 1TEES
1964 186,484 ,
1965 30~,785
19.6 33444

The targets for this year is
2.500 acres for Maha and
3 000 acres for Yala, giving a
total production of 415,010
ewts, out of which G.”.S pur-
chase would account for 360,-
000 cwts. It is also iotended

by .

n.

SABARATNAM,

Addl. Government Agent, Jaffao District

granted loans for the construc-
tion of ten stores,

New GPS stores are beiog
contructed at Kandavalai, Mu-
rukandi and Thuoukkai with
a total capacity of 500,000
bush. Is for the storage of pad-
dv purchased under the Guar-
anteed Price bcheme

It is also proposed to in-
crease the agriculiural credit
available to the cultivators.
The loan tsrget fixed is 3}
pullion rupees.

The area under improved
variety of seed paddy 1s to be
increased The approved va-
rieiies are:

H 4 for Maha and H 7 for Yala.

It is proposed 10 bring under
cultivation 30,00 + acres under
H 4 & H 7 dunng Maba and
1,500 acres during Yala. It is
also proposed to incre:se pro-
duction of certifi d seed paddy
16 7.000 bushels during Maha
and 3,000 bushels during Yala.

In addition to bringing uns
d r caliivation asweddumised
lsnds which have beenuncultis
vuted, it is proposed 1o bring
gnder major schemes new ex=
rents for paddy cuitivation,

1. Kariyalainaga-

paduvan 774 acres
7. Ampal: Perumal
Kulam 300 "

3, Murukandi kulam

& Maruthaoku-

lam 270
4. Tennyan kulam 120 ,,

in addition about 1,000
acres are being given for mana.
van culiivation of paddy with-
in the “oonakary Livision.
Land K ichcheries have been
already heid, ‘1t 1s proposed 10
give out on Food Production
Permiis at the rate of 3 acres

The Ministry proposes to
place emphasis on the first
four crops refirred (o above,
jo order to make Ceylon self-
sufficient ln the sphere of
subsidiary foodstuffs culiiva-
tion, Jaffna District_can play
a significant part. Except in
Juffna and Vavuniya, where
Jift irrigation methods are uti-
lized Chillie cultivation in
other areus are rain fed, and
are cultivated in Chepas and
home gardens. During 1963/04
the extent under Chillies in
this Distnct was 1,461 acres.
Chillies will give an estimated
income of Rs. 2,52 /- peracre
which can produce 10 cwts. of
dried chillies at the guaranteed
price of Rs. 252/- p. cwt. The
target for this District is 2,500
acres which is anticipated to
givea G.P.S. collcction of
5,000 cwis. for the year. In
addition to extents which are
normally culuvated under chil-
lies, additional land is being
culiivated in youth schemes.
They are the Visvamadu and
Thiruvai Aru (Dri Aru) edu.
cated youthschemes The total
cultivable extent under the 2
youth schemes are 8.0 acres
under Visuvamadu and 150
acres under Thiruvai Aru.
During this year 1.5 acres are
already under chillies It is
anticipated that by the end of
the yesr 300 acres will be
brought under subsidiary
crops.

Government has also esta-
blished a lift irrigation scheme
under Vavunikulam operated
by the Irrigation Department.
Pumps have been installed
which lift water 1o high land
allorments of colonists to ena-
ble them to grow Chillies and
Oaions on their dwelliog allot:

to bring 50 acres under Bom-
bay Ocions during this year
giving a towl production of
3,000 cwis. vut of which GPS
purchases will be 2,500 cwls.

Potatoes: — Potatoes were in
the past mainly cultivated in
the hill country especially in
the N’Eliya District and Ba-
dulla District In 19:4/65
action was taken to cultivale
Potatoes in the Jaffna Disuict
for the first time and 5 acres
were planted. In 1965/66 70
acres were planted and about
4,500 cwts. were purchased
under the GPS. In 1966/67

the target for cultivation is 100

acres. But 134 acres have been
cultivated. We hope to collect
7,000 cwts. of potatoes during
this year under the GPS. An
increase to +5)acresis planned
for next year. Potatoes are
being cultivated only during
the Maha season in the Jaffna
Peninsula,

Ground Nuts & Green Gram:
—Sieps are being taken to in-
crease the extent under-Ground
nuts and Green grams both in
the Peninsula ,and the main-
land. Propaginda is being
carried out at present to bring
at least ! of the uncultivated
extent of paddy fields under
major schemes which will not
be cultivated with paddy dur-
ing Yala ($67 uander cultiva-
tion of groundouts and green
gram,

The targets fixed are as fol-
lows : i

Ground nuts 1,400 acres
Green gram 200,

Development of Animal Huos-
bardry:—Emphasis in this
District is being placed on the

breeding of poultry and dairy
cattle, and heat cattle for pur~
pose of sale, In order to 1m=
prove the breeds of poultry
and cattle, issues of breeding
materisi as day old pullets,
broilers, ball calves and goats
are made by the Veterinary
D:pt. Artificial inseininatiom
centres have also been esta-
blished in this District and are
located at Thinnavely, Jaffna,
Pt. Pedro, “havakachcheri and
}(odikamam. The D:pt. alse
implements a sysiem of iano=
culation against poultry dis-
case. [ am indicating b:low
the targets set for animal hus-
bandry development in this
District,

Issue of Breeding Material
(day oid) Pullets snd Broilers
d“l"iﬁg a9;161'i:7

Pullets 31,000
Broilers 10,0C0
Bull calves 45
Goals 30

Num'qer of artificial insemi-
pations in this District is 2,300,

No of Castrations 700,

No ot Stud centres in this
Disirict 8.

No. of proposed modified
Stud centres 26.

Total >tiad services 2,400,

The present stud centres in
this District are locatcd at
Alaveddy, Pandateruppu, Ch-
ankanai, Karainsgar, Narane
thapai, Chavakachcheri, Vara-
ny and Puttur.

_ largets for Immunization of
livestock and pouliry againsg

contagious diseases  during

1966/07 :(—

Poultry—Ranikhet 130,000
Fowl Pox 130,000

Livestock (a) Haemonhagic -
Septicemia 13,000

{b) Foot & mouth 3,000
(c) Black quarier 4,500

The above mentioned targets
in respect of Paddy, Subsidiary
Food stuffs and animal hus-
bandry have been split up into
targets for the 12 D.R.O. Divi-
sions and at the D.R.U’s level,
there is a Food Production
Commitiee which prepares
programmes and waiches the
progress in the imple nentation
of tne programme. This Come-
mittee is assisted by Village
Committees consisting of the
Grama Sevaka as Convener,
the Food Production Overseer
as Secretary with representa-
tives of the M :CS' and Culti=
vation Committees.

At the District level there is
a District « ood Production
Committee with the Govt.
Agent as Chairman. This Com-
mitiee examines the programe-
mes submitted by the Divi=
sional Committees and pre-
pares a programme for the
District, The D.R.O's are
members of this District Com~
mittee along with the Division=
al Agricul ural Extension Offi-
cer, the Asst. Commissioner of
Agrarian Services, the Irriga- .
tion Engineer, and other Offi-
cers who are intimately con.
nected with the implementation
of the programmes. With the
very close supervision and
liaison which has now been es-
tablisbed between the Cultiva-
tor and the Depis involved im

the implementation, it should -

be possible to achieve the tare
gets set for this District,
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The six-day Third Asian
Agricultural Co-operative Con-
ference, with the dominant
theme of developing multila-
teral trade relationships bet-
Ween co-operatives in Asian
gegion, which opened at Vigy-
an Bhavan, New Delhi, on

January 23, under the Chair-"

manship of Prof D. R, Gad-
gil, President of the National
Co-operative Union of India,
ended on January 28, 1967,

The inauguration of the
Conference was to be done by
the Vice President, Dr. Zakir
Husain. Owing to indisposi-
tion, however, he cculd not
attend the Conference, and, in
his absence, his prepared ad-
dress was read by Shri 8.D.
Misra, Uaion Deputy Minister
for Food, Agriculture, Com-
munity Development and Co-
operation. Earlier, he also ip-
auvgurated an exhibition of
agricultural products which
-enter India’s export (rade,
specially in the Co-operative
Sector, planned and organised
by the NCUI in co-operation
with the Farm Information
Unit of the Ministry of Food,
Agriculture, C.D. and Co-op-
€ration. Prominent among
those who atended theinaugu-
ration were: Shri Tarlok
Singh, Member, Planning
Commission, Shri Ramkrishna
Hegde, Finance Minister, Go-
vernment of Mysore, Shri B.
®. Patel, Chairman, State Trad-
ing Corporation, Dr. L.A.
Malfettani, Chairman, I.C.A,
Committe: on Agricultural Co-

international trade was provid-
ed in the inaugural address of
Dr. Zakir Husatn and the pre-
sidenual address of Prof, D,
R. Gadgil.

Inaugural Address

Dr. Zskir Husain emohas-
ized the importance of Asian
Co-operation in the econo-
mic field in the context of the
development programmes un=
dertaken by the developing
countries of Asia. External
trade, he felt, could be ex-
tremely helpful in maximising
the benzfit from the comple-
mentaries exisling bztween the
Asian economies, With an
integrated organisation, c:m-
petent personnel and with in-
creasing collaboration between
the co-operative movem:nis of
different countries, it could bz
possible for the Co-operative
Movement to play an import-
ant role in the Asian interna-
tional trade in agricultural
commodities and in turn help
hasten the process of economic
development.

Presidential Address

In his presidential address,
Prof. Gadgil analysed the pro-
blems of developing interna-
tional trade between the de-
veloping countries as distinct
from the traditional pattern of
trade between them and the
developed countries. The coun-
tries of Asia, he said, had
undertaken programmes of
planned economic develop-

ment, but their planning had

by R. N.

GUPTA

-operation and Mr. K.A. Im-
-long, Minister of Co-operation
in the Nagaland Government.

= The inaugural function of
the Conference started with
an invocation song. There-
after, the dclegates were wcl-
«comed by Ch, Brahm P:rkash,
Dr. S.K. Saxena and Shri
Krishan Chand, on behalf of
the NCUI, the ICA and the
AARRO, the three sponsoring
organisations of the Confer-
ence.

Problems Before the Conference

The main problems which
the Conference sought to
«iscuss were:

What are the essential pre-
requisites for co-operatives to
undertake international trade
in term- of organisaiion, fin-
ances, development of inter—
nal trade, processing industries,
£1c. 7

To what extent commercial
and fiscal policies of the Goe
wernment with regard to ex-
port, import, foreign exchange,
tanfls, etc. reguire to be suita-
bly modificd to encourage
multilateral co-operative trade,

What other Governmental
.ass:stance could be made avai-
Jable 10 co-operatives, at least
in the initial stages to enable
them to effectively participate
in intgrnational trade.

To what extent international
bodies such as the ICA, ihe
AARRO, the ECAFE, the
FAO, the IFAP, etc, and the
“national co-operative organiz-
ations such as the Marketiug
Federations help in the pro-
~motion of co-operative trade
between member countries.

~s A pragmatic and realistic

approach for tackling these
~warious intricate problems of

s

been more successful in the
regulation and d.:velopment of
their internal economy than
in planning of foreign trade,
He identified two miin ob-
jectives of collaboration bet-
ween the developing countries
in the ficld  f foreign trade :
first, the stabilisation of the
market for primary products ;
and sccondly, to help the pro-
cess of economic growth. De-
lierate a‘tempts should be
made by the eveloping coun-
tries to provide markets for
the products of their neigh-
bouring countries including
primary products. One of the
limitung factors in the process
of industrialisation in the deve-
loping countries, he said, was
the lack of markets. Therein,
he added, lay the scope for
€0 operation amongst the  de-
veloping countries, This co-
operation had to be a dyna-
mic proc:ss. The ultimate cul-
mination of such co-opsration
between the national Co-op-
erative Movements should be
what may be termed as a 'Uni-
versal Co-operative Oidsr.’
This, at present, according to
Prof. Gadgil, appeared a dis-
tant ideal, but a beginning

could be made to establish

contacts between the different
Co-operative Movements. Prof.
Gagdil added, we must first
think of an integrated Co-op-
erative Movement within the
country. It was only a com-
pletely integrated co-operative
system, such as the one in Ja-
pan, which could lead toa
confrontation with the real
problems of foreign trade. The
Government could help ia fur-
thering the progress of the Co-
operative Movemeat by giving
it an appropriate plice in its
plans. Atthe sam: time, a

strong Co-operative Sector
could have a beneficient in-
fluence on Government plan-
ning The Conference, Prof,
Gadgil concluded, should con-
sider the detajled items on the
agenda in the context of this
wider picture.

Country Statements

The inauzural session of the
Conference was followed with
the reading of messages from
the Presidsnt, the Prims Min-
ister, the Co-operation Min-
ister, the President of the ICA,
and other distinguished lead-
ers of the Co-operative Move-
ment by Shri P. Bose, Joint
Secretary of the NCU . There-
afier, representatives of the
international agences offered
their fraternal greetings and
the delegates from participat-
ing countries to the Confer-
ence including Australia, Cey-
lon, Iran, Indonesia, Jajan,
Korea, Lebanon, N:pal, -in-
gapore, US.S.R., UA.R. and
Thailand, presented their coun-
try statements, giving salient
features of their Co-operativa
Movements with special refer-
ence to their participation in
foreign trade. :

Sub-Committee Reports

The Conference broke into
three Sub-Committees on the
second day of the Conferenca
to deal with various matters
of multilateral trade. These
Sub-Committees were on: (1)
Organisation and Finance—
Chairmin, Mr. Naguib Attal-
Iab, Director~General, Minig-
try of Agrarian Reform, Giza

(UAR); (11) Co operative Trade

Operatio s — Chairman, Mr.
S. M. Osman, Asst. Secretary
General AARRO. New D:l-
hi; (iii) Co-operative Trade
Potentialities— Chairman, Mr,
Sadaichi Toki, Managiog Di-
rector, National Marketing
Federation of Agricultural Co-
operatives, Tokyo (Japan),

The reports of these Sub-
Committees were presented in
the closing plenary session of
the Conference held on Janu-
ary 28, Prof. D, R. Gadgil
presiding.

Organisation & Finance

Presenting the first report
dealing with Organization and
Finance, Mr. M. S. Asthana,
the rapportear, said the gener-
al view of the members of the
Sub-Committee was that an
essential prerequisite for co-
operatives entering into foreign
trade was the existence ot a
well-developsd and intezrated
domestic co-operative market-
ing organization operating with
a degree of efficiency as could
help it to funciion in a c>m-
petitive markst and ensure
better returns to farmers, Such
an  integrated co-operative
marketing structure should be
built up from the national to
the peimary level so that the
procarement of produce from
the farmers is efficiently done
and the surpluses reilised are
ploughe t back for the farmers’
economic acvance Tne Con-
ference did not favour the
creation of a regional organi-
sation for underraking trade
through co-operatives. It felt
that existing international or-
ganisations like the Interna-
tional Co-onerative Alliance,
the ECAFE, and the FAQ
could bs iocreasingly utilised
to meet the requirements of
developing movements in these
fields,

The problem of finance was
discassed by the Sub C,m-
mittee broadly under two
heads, namely, internal resour-
c2s and foreign exchange re-
qiirements Inthis connection,
the role of savaral banking
instituzional levels was dis-
cusszd  he question of trade
rizks in co~anerative tra le, the
Sub Committee felt, shauld
bs nsat throuzh Gavarnmaaral
supoct, possibly through the
creation of a Prica Flactua-
tion Fund.

Co-operative Trade Operation

The repart on Co-operative
Trad: Operations was presen;-
ed by Mn S. M Osm:zn, the
Coairman of the Sub-Commit-
teeconcerne ). Hesaid his Sub-
Com aitcee had takea note of
A recaat survey of co-opzarativa
tradz poassibilities walectaken
by the [ICA. This repart had

" Third Asian Agricultural Co-operative Conference

mentioned fertilizers as an im-
portant article of import which
wauld be needad by devzloping
countries for some time tg
come. The Sub-Committes
felt that it would be ussful to
consider whether exports of
primary agricultural commodi-
ties ot processed goads could
be negotiated in exchange for
imports of fertilizars, In this
coansction, it appreciated the
method of barter agresment
for inter-co-operative trade
such as the one satered into
between the cooperatives of
Japan and the co-oparatives
of the U.S.S.R. The Sub-
Committee also falt that in
the matter of export or imporg
trads, factors like quality,
price, etc , should receive main
atteation and that while foceign
trade bstweea co operatives of
the respective countries should

(Continued on page 7)

A Psint of Vi-w

Why a Separate Ministry
for Co-operatives ?

“We requsst that a separate
ministry for co-oparatives. be
established”’, Who said so?
Whoever it bz, it wruld indeed
bs highly b2neficial to co-op-
erators, the co-op:rative move-
mant and ultimately to the
country itself if the pros and
cons of this request is publicly
examined and debated upon.
There is no doubt that such
examinationand debate woauld
resul, among other benefits,
in some form of co-operative
education, which is sadly lack.
ingin our country, even among
many of the co-operators them-
selves at all levels,

Toenable us to consider
this all-important question,
some preliminary discussion is
essential. What really is co-
operation? How and why did
it originate? Under what form
of set-up did co operation
yield best and lasting results 7
What relations have the strong
and stable co-operative move-
ments in different paris of the

assistance, and thus seek to
satisfy their own common
needs. That joining togsther
and working together to attain
their common objsctive is co-
operation. Co-operation was
bora out of the pangs of come
mon need, and co-operation
grew, gathered vitality and
lasting qualities when those
needy people, and they alone,
uninterfered by outsiders, m in-
aged and administered theix
own affairs, That is what the
sirong co-operative movements
of the world indicate to us,
These movements were and
are ‘Self-propelied’ and are nos
‘towed’ along. They framed
their own policies and made
their own decisions and plan-
ned and operated their own
exscutive machinery, They
made mistakes, very serious
mistakes sometimes, and drew
lessons from those mistakes.
Their costly failures were the
sturdy pillars on which they

built their successful struce

by A P Jayasekara,
Retd. ACCD and late General Secreiary,
Co-operative Federation of Ceylon

world maintained with the res-
pective states? What is the
history of the co-opsrative
movement im our own little
country? How stable is our
movement 7 What are our
movement’s weaknesses? If
necessary, how can Wwe iniro-
duce lasting strength and vital-
ity to otir movem:ot 7 Would
ths creation of a separate min-
istry exclusively for co-opzra-
tives be conducive to the gath-
ering of that very esseatial
strength, vitality and indepen-
dence 7 Whit cin an exclusive
ministry do for the promotion
of co-opzration in the real
sense of the word ? Letussee!

Co-operation is self-help.
When an individual finds that,
by himself, for various rea-
sons, he cannot help himself
ﬁgel or do what he wants for

is economic well-being), and
when there are several such
beings existing, they volun-
tarily join together and set up
their own establishment, very
often with exiérnal advice and

tures—all by themselves. They
never sought favours or mono-
polics from their states. They
took their place in the queue
with others. They left the
state severcly alone and the
state oo never interfered inm
their affairs, Their consolidas-
ed strength and power often
made the state listen to them
and take cognisancs of then,
They grew and progressed with-
the times modelling and re-
modelling themselves, openly
competing with the privae
sector, and advanced from
strength 1o strength, They
were directed and manned by
experts found or trained by
their own movements them-
selves or on their own initi-
ative,

Artificial Creation

Ag against this historical re-
cord of progressive co-opera-
tive movements, how does our
movement’sachievements com-
pare? Our movement was and

{ Continued on page 7)
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'The Austrian Consumer Co-operatives

T he Austrian consumers co-
operative movement with its
early beginnings more than
110 years ago had a very ex-
citing history. It hadto strug-
gle with great difficulties, such
as were not encountered by
the co operative movement of
any other country. The most
disastrous event in its history
was the dissolution of the
Austrian consumers coO-opera-
tives by the national-socialist
government of the German
Reich in 1941 and the transfer
of all enterprises to the Pre-
vision Groups of the Com-
munity Work of the German
Labour Front. ‘The situation
looked very dark when recons-
truction was started in Austria
after the end of the second
World War: Destroyed and
plundered central warehouses
and sbops, scarcity of com-
modities and a lack of means
of transport, the equipment of
the administrative and book-
keeping departments burnt or
lost—this was the actual situa-
tion, The land and the build-
ings were formally the pro-
perty of the German Labour
Front- There were no co-
operatives and no members. Ino
this situation, after Austria
had been first the battle field
of the war, and then had been
divided into four occupation
zooes and occupied by the
armies of the victorious powers,
the Austrian co-operators be-
gan with the re-building of
their organisation. Next te
the many years of experience

building of the co-operatives.
'Moreover the principle of de-
mocratic self-rule was kept
to in so far as the members of
the consumers co-operatives
had themselves to decide if
they wanted to retain large
co~operative enterprises as an

organisational form or if they

preferred smaller local co-op-
eratives. The accepted prin-
ciple that only one copnsumers
co operative should be active
in one territory, was generally
adhered to, and therefore the
activities of the wvarious co-
operatives in Austria do not
overlap. The overwhelming
majority of members, about 95
per cent, decided for large co-
operative eaterprises; there-
maining 5 per cent were for
smaller local consumers co-
operatives. As a result of this
development Austria has now
25 large <co-operative enter-
prises which comprise whole
districts and 37 smaller co~
operatives which are confined
more to certain localities (es-
pecially in Vorarlberg). The
dissolved Federation of Aus-
trian Consumers Co-operatives
was re-established in May
1946 under the name of “Kon-
sumverband, Zentralverband
der osterreichischen Konsum-
genossenschaften” (Union of
Consumers Co-operatives, Fe=
deration of Austrian Consum-
ers Co-operatives), after the
consumers co-operatives had
been re-built in all parts of
Austria. The founding day of
the Federation in Bad Ischl

by D»r Andreas VYukowich
Director of the Federation

and the tendencies already
predominant in the past, a
decisive role in this work was
played mainly by the co-op-
erative attitudes and convict-
jons of the active section of
those former members, persons
of integrity, elected by them
and the employees, workers
and leading persons, who had
been working in the co-opera-
tive movement.

Concentration

The most characteristic ten-
dency of the Austrian consum=
ers co-operative movement
which, during the two decades
between the First and Second
World Wars, came more and
more clearly to the fore, was
the tendency towards concen-
tration, the merger of smaller
co-operatives to larger, more
efficient structures, whose
sphere of activity consisted
‘mostly of larger territories
which formed a geographical
upity. Next to the tendency
towards the formation of large
co-operative enterprises a clear
tendency towards the unifica-
tion of co-operatives could be
noted. The divizion into work-
ers, civil servants and peasants
copsumers co-operatives oOr
the limitation to certain occu-
pational groups like railway-
men and civil servants etc. was
increasingly disappearing. The
differences between various
political groupings within the
Austrian co-operative move-
ment had been gradually more
and more overcome by collab-
oration and corresponding or-
ganisational measures. The
idea to unify the entire move-
ment was generally accepted
when the Austrian co-oper-
ators, under the guidance of
the former leading persons of
the co-operatives and of the
federation, began with the re-

was also the founding day of
another organisation: the
“General Austrian Consumers
Co-operative” initially meant
to be a unified cogsumers co-
operative with regional district
management boards for the
whole of Austria, but which
in practice turned out to be
the Money and Finance Or-
ganisation of the co-operative
movement and which was re-
named “Zentralkasse der Oster-
reichischen Konsumgenossens=
chaften” (Central Bank of the
Austrian Consumers Co-oper-
atives) when the consumers
co-operatives in 1955 again
obtained the right to accept
savings deposits. The mem-
bers of this Central Bank
which is organised on a co op-
erative basis, are mainly re-
gional consumers co-operatives
and a few local consumers
co-operatives, which make use
of the right to accept savings
deposits.

The property of the Austrian
consumers co-operatives and
all their organisations, as that
of the wholesale society, of
the production enterprises, the
department stores and of the
Federation itself, had been
transferred to the Community
Work of the German Labour
Front. According to the Deci-
sions of Potsdam, after the
war this property was consi-
dered as national-socialist pro-
perty and moreover property
of the German Reich, which
was forfeited in favour of the
allies. Although the allies could
be prevailed upon to renounce
this property, it none the less
remained, forfeited according
to Austrian law, in favour of
the Republic of Austria.
Drawn out and difficult negoti-
ations followed for the return
of this property to the co-op-
erativess A special law had

to be introduced for this pur-
pose. It was thought advisable
first to transfer all property to
the “General Austrian Con-
sumers Co-operative” and let
the latter alterwards divide it
as justly as possible between

the consumers cg+operatives

and their enterprises on the
basis of a distribution plan
worked out by the Federation,
and approved by all co-op-
eratives and co-operative or-
ganisations and the Federal
Government. The restitution
of this property was fixed to
take place on the lst Januvary
1948, From this date onwards,
the individual co-operatives
and co-operative enterprises
began to work again on their
own account and also to accept
new members. Now the Aus-
trian consumers co-operatives
have more than 456,000 memb-
ers, considerably more than
they bhad in the years preced-
ing the Second World War,
The turnover of the consumers
co-operatives amounted in
1965 to 3,472 million Schil-
lings, of the department stores
to 596 millions, a total of more
than 4,000 million Schillings.
This turnover shows also how
much the movement has grown
in relation to the pre-war years.
The Central Bank of the
Austrian Consumers Co-opera-
tives; the members of which
are, as already said, the con-
sumer co-operatives them-
selves, is not only the credit
institute of the consumers co-
operatives, but also the bold-
ing enterprise of the central
economic sector, embodied by
the GoC, the Wholesale So-
ciety of the Austrian Consum-
ers Co-operatives and consist~
ing of wholesale buying, im-
port, own centralised product-
ion of the co-operatives, of the
co-operative department stores
as well as the amenities for
customer credits and insurance.
The total turnover of the GoC
amounted in 1965 to 1,688
million Schillings; the value
of the own centralised co-op-
erative production to 421 mil-
lion Schillings, the value of
the own production of the con-
sumers co-operatives to 411
million Schillings. The finan-
cing and the granting of credits
is the task of the Central
Bank, everything connected
with the commodity business
is the task of the GoC and its
subsidiary enterprises.

All Austrian consumer co-
operatives, the Central Bank
of the Austrian consumer co-
operatives as well as the GoC
and all its subsidiary enter-
prises are ‘members of the
Federation of the Consumer
Co-operatives. The latter is
also the central organisation
of the whole movement. It is
responsible for all affairs not
related to marketing and finan-
ces, in particular for the
representation of the outside
interests of the movement, the

decisions on the co-operative

policy, the influence on the
legislation, the reorganisation
of the co-operative member
organisations, advice on law
and taxes, education, planning
tasks, co-operative advertising;
expert advice etc.

Dept, Store Organisation

It is one of the character-
istics of the Austrian consum-
ers co-operative movement
that it started at an early date,
namely during the first decade
after the First World War, to
establish its own department
stores orgaenisation under the

leadership of the GoC. This
department store organisation
developed out of very modest
beginnings and initially had to
struggle with considerable
difficulties. It concentrated it-
self mainly onthe increasingly
important non-food goods and
made very remarkable progress
mainly in the first twenty
years after the Second World
war. There are now 40 de-
partment stores in the whole
of Austria, amalgamated in six
department stores companies.
Quite a few of these depart-
ment stores are the finest and
biggest enterprises in their
respective towns. The Federa-
tion of the Consumer Co-oper-
atives and the GoC as the
representative of the depart-
ment stores organisation have
concluded agresments infavour

.of collaboration between the

consumers co-operatives and
the department store organisa-
tion. The Austrian co-oper-
ative department stores organ-
isation is mext to the unified
and geographically strictly cir-
cumscribed regional consumers
co-operatives another form of
concentration, which was in-
troduced earlier in Austria
than in most other countries.

In other fields; the Austrian
movement followed the ex-
ample of other countries, but
it was in this respect the first
in Austria, especially as far as
the self-service stores are con=

cerned. The first co-operative
self-service stores were op2ned
in 1950 in Linz, Vienna, Graz
and Baden near Vienna. In
spite of big initial difficulties
they were kept going for many
years before private enterprise
took to this form of distribu-
tion. Only many vyears later,
individual private shops and
chain stores went over to this
system of self service. After
an interval, the self-service
system also graduoally found
its way into the individual
Austrian consumers co-Oper-
atives, and during the last
years in Vienna not only large
self-service stores but also the
so-called “Consum-Markets"”
have been established, which
were the first super-markets in
Austria,

Growing Competition

The private traders in Aus--

tria, as in other countries, have
proceeded to form voluntarily
large, efficient chains, by
which their eccmpetitiveness
was considerably increased.
Due to growing competition,
the consumer co-operatives
decided to introduce a policy
of differentiated prices in liew
of the mostly uniform prices
within one and the same co*
operative, -

(To be Continued)

Solar Cooker

Developed at

Hebrew University

For people for whom fuel is
a problem and sunshineis not,
a “solar cooker” has been de-
signed by scientists at the He-
brew University in Jerusalem.
The project is sponsored by
the National Council of Re-
search and Development of
the Prime Minister’s Office.

The elaborate looking de-
vice, comprising a system of
12 identical concave mirrors,
30 cm. in diameter and mount-
ed in three rows in a 90 cm,
tall movable iron frame, re-
flects the sun’s radiation dir-
ectly onto the bottom of the
cooking pot. In bright sun-
shine, it will deliver 558 watis
to the cookerand bring 2 litres
of water to the boil in 22 min=-
utes.

The cooker can be produced
at a total cost of $10 to $12
and,after the initial invesiment,
may mean a considerable sav-
ing in the housechold budgets
of low-income families in Af-
rica, Asia and South America.
The designers estimate that the
cooker can last for 10 years or

more.

The cooker is a by-product

of the solar energy research-

pioneered by Dr. Harry Tabor,
head of the National Physical
Laboratory. His earlier work
led to the development of the
100,000 solar water heaters
cluttering Israeli roofs and a
solar-powered generator.

The assembly of the cooker
requires no technical skill, and
it thus can be transported long
distances and over poor roads
with the mirrors stacked and
packed separately, thus greatly
reducing the possibility of
breakage. Dr. Tabor says that
in any case, the cooker will
still work at 90% effectiveness
if one mirror breaks. A replace-
ment, costing 30-40 cents, can
easily be fitted by the user.

The invention may be a

valuable asset to thousands of

families in the low-income
bracket in tropical and sub-
tropical areas where wood is
scarce and electricity expen--
sive. It has recently been
tested by Negev Beduin, and
several have been sent abroad
for trial.

—News from Israel

- 25, Front Street,

For Speedy Discharge and
- Safe Delivery

Jaffna District
ea-ope&'aﬁm Harbour Setvices

Uuion . :

@ STEVEDORES AGENTS
VOEERS

@ LANDING CONTRACTORS
@ FORWARDING AGENTS

JAFFNA,

Telephone No, 590

-




APRIL 1, 1967

THE CO-OPERATOR

7

Why a Separate Ministry?

(Continued from page 5)
continues to be, in spite of its
existence for

artificial creations and not na-
tural birth, The co-operative
credit movement, with which
we began, was a creation of
the Britisher and for 30 con-
secutive years that followed,
these credit co-operatives pro-
gressed, pathering gradually,
true co-operative form and
colour, That, indeed, was pro-
gress towards true co-opera-
tion. What happened there-
after, however, as a consequ~
ence of the 2nd world war,
wiped out, at least for the pre-
sent, all prospects of true co-
operation from the face of this
land. In the npame of co-op-
cration, the state was com=
pelled to set up semi-govern-
ment-controlled institutions to
assist the state to serve the
people. From then, up to now,
for a period of nearly 25 years,
there has been no Ilboking
back. The state has penetrated
into the co-operative move-
ment, so much so that our so-
called co-operatives are more
government iostitutions than
what the names really indicate.
The state puts down the policy
and the pattern and the people
have no option but to follow
exclaiming that theyare co-op-
erators running co-operatives.
What is most unfortunate in
the present set-up is that most
of our people too sincerely
believe that what we are prac-
tising here is true co-operation
and that good co-operatives
can continue to be good only
with rigid state-control and
.continued state assistance. The
inevitable result is that most
of our co-operatives, in spite
of the valuable services they
render and even the financial
stability in them, are hopeless-
Iy weak co-pperatively. They
are leaning heavily on the state.

- The consumer co-ops want the

state to keep consumers, mem -

-bers and non-members, com-

pulsorily attached (bound) to
those co-ops. They ask the
state for easy credit. They ask
the state to settle their internal
disputes. They look to the
state for business advice and
for audit. Their demands are
gver on the increase. Most of
them have no ‘back-bones’ of
their own. Self-thinking and
self-decision is beyond them.
If the state withdraws assist-
ance, concessions, and super-
vision, the co-operative struc-
ture of our land, at least a
good part of it, will come
crashing down in no time,
What shall we do ?

Shall we continue the pre-
sent state of affairs and be
increasingly dependent on the
state and practice pseudo-co-
operation, boasting of our
numbers, turn-over, profits
and service? (There is .no
doubt that what we often crow
about is true but co-operative-
1y, ours are idle boasts). Or,
shall be rapidly get back to
rue co-operation, some of our
institutions disappearing in the
- process, and ensure that our
‘structure is sound and can
withstand any storm, that we
breed correct co-operative spi-
rit 4nd outlook among our
people and that our people
themselves are capable of
forming and managing their
own affairs? THAT IS THE
-QUESTION.

If what we desire is just co-
operation only in name, then

«certainly, it would appear best:

to have all the possible state

"7 assistance, control and super-

half-a-century .
_and more, mostly, a series of

vision WITH A SEPARATE
MINISTRY on top. If, on
the other hand, what is best
for us, and our generations to
come, is true co-operation,
then let us, as speedily as pos-
sible, rid ourselves of the ex-
ternal shackles to which we
are now subject to. The state
has taken firm hold "of the
movement, undoubtedly, with
all good intentions but, this
increasing and never ceasing
assistance and spoon-feeding
is damaging co-operation al-
most beyond repair. At the
present rate there will be no
end to this dependence on the
state and there will never be a
true co-operative mevement in
this country, though even in
most socialist countries, the
co-operative movements there
are far more independent than
ours is here.

Unfortunate Trends

For the last 20 years or so,
well informed sincere co-oper-
ators of this country and pio-
neers of the movement have
been expressing grave concern
over the unfortunate trends
that had crept into the move-
ment after the beginning of
the war-time consumer stores
drive. They stated in no un-
certain terms. that our move-
ment should be an independ-
ent self-made and self-con-
trolled movemens, that no
room should be left for the
politics of any government to
disturb, disrupt and weaken
the movement, that most of
the functions of the govern-
ment departments of co.oper-
ative development should real-
ly be handled by the move-
ment itself, that the movement
should administer its own is-
land-wide wholesale organisa-
tion and that the movement
should have and build up its
own sound apex and subsidi-
ary financial structure. But
what has happened ? The apex
wholesale and banking struc-
tures have been complete-
ly wrested out of the move-
ment in spite of the move-
ment’s vehement protests
and now, to crown it all,
some of us who clamoured
for the movement’s independ-
ence, in that same_clamouring
breath, say ‘‘let us have a se-
parate minister for co-opera-
tives”. Is this not lunacy?
What consistency is there in
this request and the earlier
demands? Would not the
creation of a separate ministry
prove to be an added hind-
rance to those with which we
are already burdened and
which we are trying to break
away from? Can we expect
a minister of any government,
as it is today in our country,
to forget his political colour
when it comes only to co op-
eration? Have we not had
very bad experiences of minis-
ters interfering unreasonably
in the affairs of certain co-op-
eratives 7 That was when there
was no separate minister for
co-operation. How would it
be if and when a separate min-
istry is created and the min-
ister’s entire business will be
to deal with co-operatives
only? If we sincerely expect
that this separate minister
would be able, by his efforts,
to accelerate the establishment
of true co-operation in this
country, that he would soon
entrust the movement to those
within the movement itself and
that he would ultimately liqui-
date himself and his machi-
nery, we are only indulging in
wishful thinking, groping in
the dark, in an ambitious fool’s
paradise.

Third Asian Conference

(Continued from page 5)

be preferred, trade by co-op-
eratives with organisations
other than co-eperatives should
be ruled out. On the role of
Government and international
agencies, the Sub-Committee
felt that the Governments
should channelise their foreign
trade in respect of agricultural
commoditiés and agricultural
inputs through co-operatives.
It recommended that the Gov-
ernment should-give priority
to measures intended to help
the producers. It further called
upon ' international organisa-
tions to press upon the Govern-
ments of advanced countries
toliberalize imports from devel-
oping regions and generally to
assign increasing responsibili-
ties to co-operative organisa-
tions,

Co-operative Trade
Potentialities

The report of the third Sub-
Committee on co-operative
trade potentialities was present-
ed by Dr. S.K. Saxepa and
Mr, Krishan Chand, the dis-
cussion leaders of the group.
They pointed out that their
sub-committee had felt that
the organisation of an eificient
and integrated national co-op-
erative trading organisation
was imperative for the promo-
tion of multilateral regional
trade. Such an organisation;
the Committee felt, could give
an edge to co-operative trade
activities and also help in en-
suring the guality products of
exportable items.

This Committee also recom-

- mended that technical meet~

ings of businessmen in the Co-
operative Sector should be
held oceasionally, It further
felt that the co-operative
movements should take steps
to effectively utilise the exist-
ing and new medias of sales
promotion and advertising for
promotionof internationaltrade.

On the question of the role
of the Governments in the pro-
motion of inter-co-operative
trade, the Committee offered
several suggestions. These in-
cluded financial contributions,
manpagerial assistance, training
facilities, the granting of mono-
poly and semimonopoly rights
to co-operatives in certain
fields, etc-

This Committee also em-
phasized the need for setting
up of agricultural processing
industries with the assistance
of the advanced co-operative
movements. It felt that, for
this purpose, it was necessary
to formulate sound projects
with the help of advanced co-
operative movements. It fur-
ther suggested that inecreasing
use might be made of inter-
national finance facilities avai=
lable to co-operatives through
institutions such as the Inter-
national Co-operative Bank in
Switzerland,the AsianDevelop-
ment Bank, and the World
Bank., It also felt that the
Asian Office of the ICA should
be increasingly used for the
supply of trading information
so that co-operatives interested
in international trade may be
kept informed of the latest
trends.

The reports of all the Sub-
Committees were generally ap-
proved by the Conference, At
the suggestion of Lthe President,
it was, however, resolved that
a committee comprising Sarva
shri 5 S5. Puri, S.M. Osman,
Dr. S.K. Saxena and P.R.
Duabhashi may prepare an in-
tegrated report about the deci-
sions of the Conference, incor-

porating the salient recom-
mendations of all the three Sub-
Committees. The report of
this Committee, whenavailable,
will be carried in this journal,

Valedictory Address

The Conference came toa
close with an inspiring and a
thought-provoking valedictory
address delivered by Shri
Tarlok Singh, Member, Plann-
ing Commission: Hesaid the
Conference was dealing with
a very complex though import-
ant subject of expanding trade
and economic relations between
Asian countries. In selecting
areas for external trade an im-
portant test should be how the
benefits of co-operative trade
could altimately reach the pro-
ducer and the workers While
co-operatives may discharge the
intermediary role, theirultimate
aim should be to improve tech=
nology and productivity to
build up the base of the econo-
mYI

Presidential Remarks

Giving a gist of the delibera-
tions of the Conference, Prof-
Gadgil, in his concluding re-
marks said all the delegates to
the conference had laid stress
on internal strength, self-reli-
ance and efficiency of co-oper-
ative organisations within the
region. They badalso stressed
that it would be necessary, at
least in the initial stages, for
the concerned governments to
provide some kind of financial
and organizational support to
national co-operative organiza=
tions, particularly because they
subserved the larger national
and social interests.|He added,
he was happy to note that there
was a universal realisation
among the delegates that the
co-operatives must improve
their efficiency, before they
approached the Government,
for financial or fiscal support.

Ch. Brahm Perkash, the
General Secretaryof the NCUI,
then proposed a hearty vote of
thanks to all the delegates, co-
operative organisations and
workers who had contributed to
the success of the Conference,
On behalf of the delegates Dr,
N.K. Chung, from Korea,
thanked the hosts for the ex-
cellent arrangements made for

the Conference: Earlier, Shri
FP.R. Dubhachi, the Director
of the Conference, informed
the plenary session of the main
conclusions of the Conference.

Among the organisations
which entertained the delegates
toreceptions, at-homes, lunches
and dinners, special mention
may be made of the National
Federation of Co-operative
Sugar Factories the National
Development Corporation, the
Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruc-
tion Organisation, the Inter-
national Co-operative Alliance,
the National Agricultural Co=
operative Marketing Federa-
tion, the Ministry of Food,
Agriculture Community Devel~
opment & Co-operation and the
Delhi State Co-operative Bank.

BACEGROUND

The Asian Agricultural Co-
operative Conterence which
met in New Delhifrom January
23 to 28, 1967, was the third
ina series of Conferences held
on this subject since 1962,
The First and the Second
Asian Agricultural Co=opera=
tive Conferences were held in
Tokyo (Japan) in 1962 and
1964 respectively.

The 19th Conference of the
International Co-operative Al-
liance, held in Paris in 1954,
had passed a resolution that to
promote co-operation between
the newly developing countries
in Asia, Agricultural Co-oper-
ative Conferences of such
countries be held occagionally
to enable them to meet and
discuss matters  of common
interest.

In pursuance of this recom-
mendation, the first Asian
Agricultural Co-operative Con-
ference was held in Tokyo
from April 17 to 26, 1962,

The Second Conference in
the series was also held in
Tokyo.from April 27te May
2, 1964, This Conference dis-
cussed measures to develop
multi~purpose rural co-opera-
tives in the region as also
measures to develop multi-
lateral = trade relationships
between them.

As the last sabject was not
covered in detail, it was decid=
ed that the Third Asian Agri-
cultural Co-operative Confer-
ence, to be held in 1ndia, might
take up this matter in greater
detail- -
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LAND ALIENATION
PROGRAMME

The Ministry of Lands pro-
poses to step up its land ali-
eration progismme in 1667.

According to ils proposals,
approximately 13 0CC lardless
pessant families will be seftled
ander major irrigation schemes
cevering 27,000 acies of paddy

fand.

Of this, 14,00 acres of
paddy land are under major
ircigation schemes in the dis-
tricts of Anuradharura, Matale,
Kurunegala, Moperagala, Va-
vuniya, Batticalea, Jsffna,
Trincomalee and Badulla.

Six thousand families are to
be settled in the Uda Walawe
Scheme, under the River Val-
feys Development Board, on
12,000 acres of paddy land
and 6,000 acres of highland.
L and kachcheries will be held
in this connection shortly.

MILK PROJECTS

The World Bank is to pro=
vide assistance for three pro=
jects in animal husbandry,

In this coppecticn, a two-
man team from the World
Bapk was in the island recently
to evalpate the programmes.

The projects arei—

(1) milk production in the
apcountry to supply milk re-
quirements to the spray drying
plant at Ambenela,

(2) a ccndensary at Polon-
HATUWA.

(3) milk production in coco=
nut growing areas to supply
the dairy plant in Colombo,

STREET NAMES

1 had occasion in these cc-
fumnps earlier to tefer to the
bhaphazard and indiscriminate
marner in which street names
in the city are being changed
to suit the whims and fancies
of city fathers,

Now, 1 find—despite vehe=
ment criticism in the Press
and by the public—the situ-
ation has not changed a bit,
In fact, it seems to be getting
worse,

The latest news from the
Municipal Council i that six
more roads are to be renamed,

5 ol
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the Finance Committee bav=
ing sarctioned the proposa ls.

Meanwhile, two councillors
ate seekipg to bave an entue
waid, a playgreund and thiee
ropds repgmed.

Mr. H. D. S. Dbarmasiri®
wardena wants the pame ol his
waid— Wanathamaulla —cban-
ged to Dhaimapala Fuia, He
also wants a section of Base~
line Road repamed Sri Neegro-
dharama Mawatha.

Another member, Mr. M. G.
Mendis, is ¢eckiog to heve &
section of Maiadana Koad re-
named Gongalegoda Banda
Mawatha, Serpentine Read
changed to Furapapin Mawa-
tha and Campbell Park re-
pamed Madduma Banda Ud-
l’analﬂl. .

Stieet names changing 18
going on unabated—and the
bapless public sit and staie
belplessly.

POYA DAY FAIRS

The first of the Poya Day
Faiis was an uuqualified suc-
cess.
becauss a distinguishing char*
acteristic of the 'Pola’ is the
elimipation of the blcod-suck-
ipg middleman. For the first
time, perhaps, the prcducer bas
been able to establish direct
coptact with the buyer. And
this as it +hould be.

Everybody is talking about
the ‘Pola’™—how cheap eveiy-
thicg was, what a wondeiful
idea it is and that the Govein-
ment iz at last takipg some
positive stegs 1o alleviate the
condition ¢f the middle and
poot er classes.

Vegetables and fruits were
pot merely cheap—they were
available in plenty snd what
is more, they were garden
fresh.

1 wonder why some co-op—
erative venture has not thought
of participating in the Fair,
Surely a co-operative orgavis-
ation canrun a sort of super®
store, with all goods under oue
roof, for the benefit of the con=
sumers This is an opportunity
for co-operstives to drive home
to the people the invaluable
role and placs co-operation
has in their lives.

OTHER RESERVES
FIXED DEPOSITS

account daily.

PAWN BROKING

allowed.

THE JAFFNA
CO-OP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD.

PAID UP SHARE CAPITAL ..
STATUTORY RESERVES

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is paid
at the rate of 1%, 2%, and 3% respectively. On Deposits
for 5 years and over and on Deposits for 10 years and
over the rates are 33% and 4% respectively.

SAVINGS DEPOSITS
Interest at the rate of 23% is allowed on Savings Deposits.
Arrapgements can be made to withdraw monies from this

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches. The Rate of
interest charged is 9%. Repayment by instalments is

Branches :
]aﬂ’na——Paranthan—Chunnakam——P oint Pedro—
Chavakachcheri—Chankanai—Kayts—

Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :
59, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.

Rs. 191,495-00
» 23493566
- - R332

Which is not suiprising -

DIARY OF
EVENTS

Feb. 4 Independence Day

Mar. 1 Indian Supreme Cgurt
heid that Parliament
had no power to abe
ridge or take away the
fundamental  rights
guaranteed under the
Constitution.

,» 11 Privy Council upholds
validuty of the Ceylon
Labour Tribunals ap-
pointed by the PSC.

» 13 People’s Coasuliative
Congress voted to dis-
miss Dr.Soeksrno from
his post of President
Asian Newspaper Con-

feience begins at Kandy

» 14 Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi's new Govt.
sworn in.

» 18 Papel of three judges
ruled that Clay L.
Shaw, retired ~ew Or-
leans busiressman
should stand trial on
a charge of conspiring
to murder President
Kennedy.

Distribution . ...

(Continued from page 1)

largest turnover. lis January
turnover (including that of the
branch depot it runs) was Rs.
32,479/12 cis. lts net profit
up to 3 -3-66 was Rs.4,591/14
cts. The large turnover can
perbaps be attributed toits
multifarious activities : i1 does
contracts e.g. it coostructs
GPS Stores; it has also bu:lt
a CIB roadway. Besides, it
runs a cigar manufactory and
also supplies onion koodus to
the NDAPC. [ts future pl.ins
include runping a farm mo-
delled on the Govt. Farm at
Thionevelly. At the moment,
it buys agricultural products
from cultivator-memb:rs and
surrenders them to the Govt.
under the GPS: its recent in-
take of potatoes (ti e N'Eliya
variety) was 384 cwts,, andit
expects to despatch the 2nd
consignment of potatoes (the
Holland variety] soon. Apart
from potatoes, the MPCS also
buys chillies and Bombay Oni-
ons from cultivator-members.
The Society has also started 2
Savii gs Schemes for its mem-=
bers and their relations, The
Society’s general prosperity is
reflecied in the new, storeyed
building it has put up.

In the concluding article, I
ghall refer to some general
problems arising out of our
survey. -

(To be concluded)
RS R T T

‘ Not merely a place
where you buy
your requirements’

The Co-operative Movement
will never progress £o long as
people think that the co-op-
erative is merely a place where
they buy their requiremenfs,
observed Mr. M. Mathibala-
singham, ACCD Jaffna East,
declaring open the consumer
store of the Vannarponpai
MP.S. He emphasised that
honesty and integrity were
essential if tte Co-op, Move-
ment was to flourish.

Mr. M. Mahalingam, a
member of the Executive Com-
mittee said that co-operation
was part and parcel of the
democratic way of life.

Mr. S. Somaskandan pre-
sided and Mr, E. Ratnasing-
ham proposed the vote of
thanks.

~ DAYLIGHT

ROBBERY,

SAYS PRESIDENT

We are told that some regu-
lations were passed recently
empowering the Minister to
take over MPCS Unions. This
is tantamount to daylight rob-

So said Mr. R. Rajaratnam,
President NDCF, inaugurat-
ing ihe two-day seminar of
the Thenmaradchchy East MP
CS Union, Kodikamam.

The Government. said Mr.
Rajaratnam, should realise
that that Unions and societies
bezlong to the members If
there were any malpractices
among the societies, the CCD
was empowered to takeappro-
priate action, That was the
only civilised course open in a
democratic society. If the
authorities felt that the Uaions
were not distributing food-
stuffs, for instance, satisfac.
torily then, argued Mr. Raja-
ratnam, the only course open
for the Government was (o
take away that function from
the Co-operative Movement
and instead make its own ar-
rangements for the distribu-
tion.- But the Govt. had no
right to grab others® property.

.Mr. Rajarainam also ap-
pealed to the Govt. not to
treat the Co-operative Move-
ment like a harlot, Hestressed
that the Co-op Movement
should learn to maintain its
dignity by becoming self-sup-
porting and self-reliant. This,
he claimed, was the only way
for the Co-operative Move-
ment to free itself from sub-
servience to any Government
in power, and establish its
equaulity.

Every member, emphasised
Mr. Rajaratnam, should realise
that the society was his. If
this feeling was absent, the so-
ciety would never prosper. He
pointed out that the propsr
functioning of a society de-
pended on the members and
members alone and not on
government officials, He de-
plored the fact that the Govt.
had not lived up to its Throne
Speech promise of making the
Co-op Movement a People’s
Movement, but was instead
exploiting it for its own ends.

Mr. Rajaratnam denocunced
those honest and upright men
who ran down co-op societies
as hot-beds of corruption but
refused to join the Movement
and shoulder any responsibili-
ties. Describing them as cow-
ards, he appealed to them to
play a more constructive role
by joining the Movement and
reforming it from within. If
societies continued to remain
corrupt then they would be
unable to stand up to the
Govt. and fight for their rights,
1t was high time, said Mr. Ra-
jaratnam, that the Movement

-purged itselfof dishonesty and

corruption, For this, a know-
ledge of co-operative princi-
ples was essential. That is
where seminars came in useful
because they helped to disse-
minate such knowledge.

The President, Mr. T, Su-
bramaniam, said that seminarg
helped to clear doubts, and
facilitated the exchange of
views. It was also a way of
bringing together the dele-
gates of the affiliated societies
and finding out their grievan-
ces. He added that this was
the second seminar held sincs
the Union was formed in 1959.

Having explained briefly the
general purposes of a seminar,
Mr. M. Mathibalasingham, A
CCD, Jaffna East, stated that
group discussions proved es-
pecially useiul with a small
number of persons: tea or
fifteen was the ideal number,
A larger group would prove
too unwieldy. Conceding that
knowledge had both good and
bad effects, he remarked hu-
morously that even to rid co-
op societies of the thieves who
battened on them, aknowledge
of the proper functioning of
societies was essential. If
everyone possessed a know-
ledge of the fundamental prin-
ciples of co-operation and lived
by them, there would be no
corruption and dishonesty in
societies,

Pointing out that it was vir-
tually impossible to eradicaie
seif-interest, Mr. Mathibala-
singham said that co-operation
was meant for ordinary people
not sages, and therefore was
based on a certain degree of
self-interest. It was human to
look after one’s interest first.
Co-operation looked afier the
self-interest of all the mem-
bers, thus bringing about a
common benetit. One joined
the Co-op Movement to better
one’s position : this would be
possible only if everyone's ifi=
terest was safeguarded. This

was a truth, stressed Mr, Ma-

thibalasingham, which the ex-

perience of society had proved

over and over again. Ignor--
anca was the cause of dishon-

esty and corruption: some

people had the mistaken notiom
that they could prosper only
by deceiving others. Such se-

mipars, said Mr. Mathibala-
singham, helped to dispel igno=
rance and spread a know-

ledge of the fundamental prin-

ciples of co-operation. The
future of the country depended

on the Co.op Movement.

Therefore it was the duty of
every member to be thoroughly

conversant with co-operative

principles, He appealed to

them not to sacrifice sucha

noble movement on the altar

of selfishness and pettiness.

to

Jaffna Supply Station Vahuppu Workerg

Co-operative Labour Society Ltd.
No. 10, 1st CROSS STREET, —

First Co-operative Labour Society

Registered in Jaffna.

CONTRACT UNDERTAKEN :
1. Hapdling and Transport in Jaffna Govi. Supply Station.
2. Stevedoring in Cargo ships.
3, Bottling of Arrack in Excise Warehouse,
.\)lnnsport of Food Stuffs between Supply Stations.

be

Printed by Nicholas James at
Federation Ltd., Main Street, Jaffna.

St. Joseph's Catholic Press, Main
Street, Jaffna and published by the Northern Division Co-operative:
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