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COMMENTARY
WITHOUT POLICEMEN

In our issue of February last we called atten-
tion to some tasks that needed to be performed by
the local police. Today, we turn to the other side
of the coin—the duty of citizens by each other.
For, what we are after is not so much an over-
governed, policemanised, paternal state where the
guardians of the law enforce neighbourly conduct,
but a fraternal society resting on the shared con-
viction that we belong one to another. In other
words, the organized force at the command of the
state in the form of restraints enforced by trained
citizens acting on behalf of their fellow citizens is
at best a negative instrument of collective living.
The test and proof that we are a community is
in social institutions and attitudes based on the
ideals of liberty and equality and fraternity,

In a community functioning on suchan ethos,
it would not need squads of policemen to keep
crowds in order at a religious festival, a sports
event or a public procession; at most volunteers
appointed by the organizers should be able to en-
sure orderly behaviour. Self-formed queues should
make it possible for passengers to board buses or
citizens to transact business at public counters
without elbowing their way in. Cyclists should be
concerned not to take more than their share of
the road by riding abreast, and not to park their
machines so as to block entrances to public build-
ings. The townsfolk should have a stake in keep-
ing their premises clean without the intervention
of public health inspectors. Not least, members
of cooperative meetings should be prepared to
listen to every point of view and talk with restraint

nd reason, never indulging in cross-talk.
; /J In fact, the cooperative society (and other

g

similar institutions) should help to find the answers
to the problems of living together. Every person
in this world looks not only for security but wants
to be a significant person. Not only does he resent
being pushed about or even stand helplessly; he
asks for wholesome human relationships and
somewhere for his personality to have a chance in
this world of millions. His cooperative or other
society should enable his personality to hold ont
in discussion and his ideas to enter the common
pool where decision-making takes place. While
the individual thus finds himself a more significant
person, partyless cooperative democracy helps too
to make the community more of a community.
Its strength is from within,

HELP DEVELOP THE
COMMUNITY

The Mirisuvil Youth Settlement Scheme for
girls will create history as it is the first of its kind
in Ceylon. On the success of this project depends
the future of such schemes. The Government
proposes to set up a weaving centre at Mirisavil
but has made no financial provision to buy hand-
looms and accessories. Here is a glorious oppor-
tunity to prove to all the doubting Thomases that
the Coop Movement has a vital role to play in com-
munity development. Cooperation does not exist
in a vacuum, It is deeply committed to the welfare
of the community of which its members form a
part, *Therefore it has a duty not only by its mem-
bers but also by the community at large. One of
the ways in which it can discharge this duty is by
ploughing back part of its profits into community
development projects. The Northern Cooperative
Movement should not let slip this opportunity to
participate in the development of the community.
We earngstly appeal to all Unions and MPCSSto
contribute generously towards this project. It
ﬁlv be an earnest of our dedication to the welfare
of the community.
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‘Incessant Struogle wifh the CWE'

Qur Union carried on an in-
cessant struggle with the CWE
to obtain member societies’
requirements. We were refused
our basic supplies of goods.

These disclosures were made
by Mr. A. J. Raja Thuraisin-
gham, President of the Jaffna
MPCS Union, atits 23rd an-
nual meeting held recently.

Below is the text of his pre-
sidential address,

Delegates of member socie-
ties, Asst. Commissioner of
Cooperative Development I
welcome you to the 23rd An-
nual General Meeting of the
Jaffna MPCS Union, We are
assembled here today to take
stock of our achievements for
the past year and to plan for
the coming year. At the time
of the last Annual General
Meeting the affairs of the Uni-
on were not in a satisfactory
state. Fears were expressed
about its economic soundness;
the Department decided to
nominate a President without
permitting the members of the
Committee to elect their own
head. The new Committee
which you elected was very
active, They were determined
todoa job of work. They
decided to elect their own Pre-
sident despite the decision of
the Department to nominate
one. We have in our Assist-
ant Commissioner a genial
head, a firm believer in Demo-
cracy and one who practices
real democracy in guiding Co-
operative institutions. We ex-
press our gratitude for his sup-
port; the determination . of
your Committee had its day.
Today we are assembled here
to render an accouns of our
stewardship. I need not ela-
borate to you the difficulties
through which consumers had
to pass through during the
year 1966 in procuring the
essentials. Ouvr Union carried
on an incessant struggle with
the CWE to obtain member
societies requirements. We
were refused our basic supplies
of goods. In fact the situation
reached such a climax that
Government has introduced a
system of rationing. With all
these difficulties we are ina
position to rejoice over our
achievements. The Coopera-
tive Department has commend-
ed our work for the year. We
are presenting to you an up to
date statement of accounts for
the period we managed the
Union. Our sales during the
year have been more than that
of past years, our Gross Profit
reached the record figure of
Rs. 208,421-07 and our mnet
profits too has reached a re-
cord figure of Rs. 88,124-14.
The Committee exercised real
vigilance and arrested unneces-
sary expenditure, made econo-
mies in general trading carried
on negotiations with the autho-
ritier and obtained a better
deal in the purchase of sugar
and goods from the CWE.

There are yet many more
things which have to be done.
The immediate need of the
Union is a spitable building to

_tile requirement too.

accommodate the various de-
partments of the Union includ-
ing the administrative section.
Our Union is the largest
Wholesale Consumer Union in
the Northern and Eastern Pro-
vince. Added to this we are
gituated in the capital of the
Northern Province. A building
worthy of the town and spaci-
ous to accommodate all goods,
devised to facilitate distribu-
tion of goods has to be imme-
diately constructed. I am con-
fident that you would resolve
today to have such a building
in the business centre of the
town and have your next An-
pual General Meeting in this
building.

While attempting to procure
the needs of consumers, we
have also to plan to produce
such requirements. Whatever
items of food we can produce
we should start to do s0. We
can decide to produce our tex-
There is
a resolution coming up today
for this Union to launch on
Food Production, Tam sure
you all would heartily support
this move.

Another important matter is
transport. Our Union is great-
ly handicapped for transport,
Affiliated societies are impov-
erished by paying heavy fares
for the transport of goods. Tt
is imperative that we own at
least 3 diesel lorries to meet
the immediate need, You will
see from the statement of ac-
counts that we spend nearly
two lakbs of rupees on trans-
port. Trust we will beina
position to bave onr own trans-
port fleet during the coming
year.

Our Union was in the fore-
front for the formation of an
apex Regional Union to pur-
chase in bulk or import all the
requirements of consumers at-
tached to the MPCS Unions
in the Jaffna District. Some
headway has been made to-
wards getting this District
Consumers Union registered,
I am hopeful that this new
Union will be registered in the
coming year and be in a posi-
tion to feed these 16 Unions.

I cannot attribute the achie-
vements of the Union during
the past year solely to our

IN THIS IfSUE
PAGE
A Browser's Diary 2
S§.H.P.
How many societies are
economically viable ? 2
Students’ Unrest 4
{ J.P. Narayan
Colombo Newsletter 8 [
i

Committee. There is the co-
operation extendzd by the staff
of the Union. The Assistant
Commissioner of Cooperative
Development and his staff
have been of much Assistance
in our work. Abov- all you
members have borne with
patience the hardships caused
by the shortage of goods and
cooperited in the distribution
scheme of the Union.

The existence of retail depots
under the care and custody of
the Union is a thoroughly up-
healthy state of affairs for the
Cooperative movement of
Jafipa. Jaffna was famed for
Cooperative] Movement and it
18 up to us as cooperators that
these depots function as 'inde-
pendent Cooperative Societics
or they are taken over by their
neighbouring societies,

Cooperation is a way of life
and we who are votaries of
Cooperation have a responsi-
bility to see that our societies
funetion to achieve the obj.cts
for which they were started
and at no time they deviaie
from the principles of cooper-
auon.

The Cooperative Consumer
movement is passing through
a very critical time. Itis the
duty of everyone of us as-
semoled here to play his part
to see that the movementemer-
ges victoriously out of this
crisis,. We do not know the
real attitude of the present
Government towards this
movement. The policy adopted
by the C. W. E.is not at ail
conducive to the growth of
the consumer movement. The
main object of a consumer
society is to supply articies
required by its membess. So-
cicties are unable to achieve
this goal. The C. W, E. was
created for the sole object of
feeding consumer socieiies,
This policy was reaffirmed by
the Goverment in 1957 when
the Multi-purpose Cooperative
Societies were started, The
principle was very clearly laid
down that the C. W, E. should
supply articles only to Coop.
Wholesale Unions. This policy
has been violated. Today only
a portion of the goods import-
ed by the C.W.E. is channelled

{ Continued on page 3)

AN APPEAL

The Government has decided to inaugurate the Mirisuvil
Youth Settlement Scheme in the first week of May. During
the first stage, fifty young girls will be settled at Mirisuvil,
The Government proposes to start a weaving centre there (0
help the colonists to augment the income they derive from
the cultivation of subsidiary food crops, pouliry and dairy
farming. The Government has only undertaken to consiruct
a semi-permanent building to be used asa weaving centre
but there is no financial provision to buy handlooms and ac-
cessories. On behalf of the Northern Division Cooperative
Federation I would, therefore, like to appeal to all affiliated
Unions and MPCSS to contribute liberally to enmable 20
handlooms to be bought ata cost of Rs. 6,000/-. This
Youth Settlement Scheme is the first of its kind in Ceylon
and it behoves the Cooperative Movement to help make it a
success,

R. Rajaratnam,

President NDCF.
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Unctuons Cant

* In the game of party poli-
tics every party looks for
chinks in its adversary’s arm-
our and directs its attack to
the weak point. Exploiting
opportunities as they arise is
part of the game. The humi-
liation apd the hardships of
the Minority Tamils is a fact
and that politicians of all pari-
ies are seeking to exploit their
predicament isalso a fact. The
Reds alone are not the offend-
ers. Adult suffrage is the only
means at present available to
the Minority Tamils to better
their lot and all politicians
are anxious to win their sym-
pathy. - Temple entry may
have no intrinsic appeal to
Reds but like other political
parties they too know that any
gesture of goodwill at this
critical phase of the struggle
will yield dividends at the
polls and it must be said to
their credit that in their entire
political career they have
ghown a serious and informed
concern for the lot of the un-
derprivileged.

1t is unctuous hypocrisy for
the Daily News (March 29) to
suggest that the Reds alone
are wooing the Minority
Tamils for political ends.
Again it is not the Reds alone
who at one time proclaimed
parity for Sinhala and Tamil
and later abandoned it. Mr.
Bandaranayake had enunciated
this policy long before Sir
John Kotelawela made his
historic pronouncement at
Kokuvil. Parity was part of
the U.N.P’s political credo,
1n fact parity was eitherimpli-
citly accepted or spelled out
in so many words as the
nation’s language policy by
every political party. When
Mr, Bandaranayake abandoned
it in 1956 and the UNP follow-
ed suit in Kelaniya it was the
Left groups that stood for
parity and paid the price.
But when they found that
their policy was alienating
their own people without pro-
ducing any tangible effect on
the Tamil voter they began to
soft-pedal the language issue.
1t is hard for me to believe
that they have accepted Sinhala
Onlyasafinal solution, Notthat
they have any softness for the
Tamil people or the Tamil lan-
guage. They are intelligent men

and realistic politicians who -

know that the Tamils will
never become reconciled to
second class citizenship and
that being a sizeable minority
they cannot be ignored and
that sooner or later the majori-
ty group will see the need to
respect their sentiments. More
importantly they know that the
energies of the nation cannot
be fully harnessed to construct-
ive ends as long as the political
atmosphere is vitiated by the
language malaise. When a
substantial section ofthe natio-
nal community is alienated
from the rest and is seething
with resentment and frustra-
tion, the impact of this con-
dition will be felt in the en-
tire community. Psycholo-
gical maladies are also infec-
tious. Politicians, of all hues
red, green and blue are not
the only parties now fishing
in the troubled waters of the
North. Saffron-robed Bud-
.dhist missionaries are also in
the field making converts from
among Minority Tamils, It

is remarkable that this partis
cular moment in historyshould
be chosen for proclaiming the
message of the Noble Eight-
fold Path and the beatitude of
Nirvana to these unfortunate
people. Why is it that pro-
selytisers always pick on the
poor and the downtrodden ?
Is it out of compassion for
their unhappy lot or out of a
profound appreciation of their
economic and social vulner-
ability ?

Semantics

During my first few weeks
at Kokuvil Hindu College,
there were occasional failures
of communication between me
and the pupils. Often I would
walk into a noisy classroom
and ask the children “who is
your teacher for this period?”
and I would be told “No
teacher, Sir”. It took me
some time to learn that as far
as Kokuvil Hindu College was
concerned, ‘Teacher’ was ap-

- propriated to the female of the

species while ‘Sir’ had become
a substantive of the nomina-
tive case. “Sir is absent”
or “Sir says so andso’” had
become accepted usage. Al-
though nearly a third of the
staff of over seventy were
women, only one person was
designated 'Lady Teacher,
while others had ‘teacher’ ad-
ded as a suffix to their person-
al names. This person was
the first woman teacher to be
appointed to the school and
throughout her life at Kokuvil
she remained Lady Teacher.

When pewspapets were
rare the Jaffna Morning Star
{(Tamil, 2 swsTrens) was
the only paper known to many
Protestant Christians and 1
have heard many of them use
the word Tarakai (sryems)
as meaning newspaper in gen-
eral; and according to the late
Rev, Francis Kingsbury,people
in Kumbakonam (S.India) use
the word Kaveri (amGaufl) as
a common noun denoting any
river.

A similar phenomenon has
developed in Ceylon’s contem-
porary political idiom, Both
the government and opposition
are coalitions. The govern-
ment group -embraces more
parties than the opposition.
Yet the newspapers and those
who take their politics from
them speak of the opposition
only as “The Coalition” and
there is in the manner of the
reference a hint of reproof, as
though in Ceylon’s political
parlance ‘coalition’ had be-
come a dirty word,

8. H. P.

T o s s =]
Executive Committee

Thanked

At the 15th AGM of the
Chunnakam New Coop Bakery
Society held recently, the Exe-
cutive Committee of the so-
ciety was thanked for reducing
the losses from Rs. 5,740/81
cts, as on 31-1-65 to Rs. 4,458/
91 cts. The general body also

requested the Committee to

continue the good work and
wipe out the loss entirely. A
three-man sub-committee was
chosen to report on the meas-
ures necessary to eliminate the
defects in the working of the
society. It was resolved that
the Executive Committee take
immediate steps to recover all
outstanding arrears.

The Austrian
Consumer
Coops

( Continued from our last issue)

- This policy is economic-
ally justified by the sav-
ings in costs -of the wvery
efficient modern shops, and
enables the co-operatives to be
more subtle and elastic in
their competitive endeavours
to safeguard and increase their
market share, It is mainly in
larger towns and industrial
places with a bigger population
density that there is a tenden-
cy towards the establishment
of further large self-service
stores and consum-markets
and the closing down of smal-
ler, less efficient shops.

The Austrian consumers co-
operative movement has pur-
sued for many decades an
active price policy, i.e., it tries
in the interest of the consum-
ers to keep the prices as low
as possible. Such a policy
allows of course only very
small dividends. In Austria
they amount to 2 pef cent, in
some cases to 2% to 3 per cent.

Democratic Structure

The larger the geographic
extension of a co-operative,
the more difficult it is to give
members, living far away from
the headquarters, the possibi-
lity to attend the pgeneral
meeting personally, and it is
also much more difficult to
maintain personal contact bet-
ween members and the leader=
ship of the co-operatives. In
Austria, therefore at a very
early date, the system was
adopted of organising member-
ship meetings in the wvarious
localities before the actual
general meeting and ta report
on these meetings not only
about co-operative activity,
but to elect delegates for the
general meeting and choose a
membership committee, which
is responsible for the local
affairs of the co-operative and
the maintenance of continuous
close personal contact with
the members.

The women who are elected
into this committee form the
nucleus. of the co-operative
wonlen's organisation. In most
regional consumers co-opera-
tives special full-time officers
were appointed in order to be
able to take better care of
members. Their task is to
look after the proper function-
ing of the demociatic organs
of the co-operative and to give
adequate attention to the
wishes of the members.
Thanks to the efforts to make
the membership meetings and
other events interesting and
attractive to the co-operators,
a relatively large proportion
of members attend the member-
ship meetings and thus make
use of their democratic rights
and their right to participate
in the decisions. Thus in 1965
on the average 20 per cent of
members attended the member-
ship meetings of the consum-
ers co-operatives.

The members are the basis
of the co-operatives—in all
efforts to increase the turnover
and to achieve business suc-
cess one should not lose sight
of this fact! The members
should, however, not only pro=
fit from the efficient work of
the co-operative but should
feel closely linked to it by
their convicticn as co-opera=
torss This ig, besides the
endeavour for greater efficien-
¢y, one of the main tasks the

How Many Societies ar
Economically Viabi

(BY A STAFF WRITER)

(Continued from our last issue)

QOur brief survey of a few
consumer coops in the Greater
Jafina area raised some nag-
ging doubts in our mind about
the economic viability of most
of our coops. It would ap-
pear that most coop societies
are not serving a large enough
number : the average coupon
strength appears to be between
1,500 and 2,000, The highest
was the Thinnevelly MPCS
which has a coupon strength
of 3,795. Consequently the
turnover is disappointing. Ex-
cept for the Thinnevelly MP
CS, the other societies we
visited had a turnover of less
than Rs. 10,000 for January.
The Thinnevelly MPCS had a
turnover of Rs. 32,479/12- cts,
and its net profit up to 3-3-66
was Rs. 4,691/14 ¢ts ; whereas
the Ariyalai MPCS had a
turnover of Rs., 7,550;- and
its half-yearly net profit was
only Rs, 837/-. We would
not be far wrong in conclud-
ing that most of our coops are
struggling to exist. They are,
economically speaking, anae-
mic; and if not for blood
transfusions in the form of the
“rationing system, subsidies
and subterfuges”, would have
withered away long ago. Per-
haps the solution is the amal-
gamation of existing societies
into larger units. These would
be economically viable and
could also serve the needs of
alarger membership. Of course
there should be as many retail
outlets as are found neces-
sary.

When most societies are
struggling to exist, one cannot
expect the employees to be
paid fat salaries orenjoy fringe
benefits. Among the emplo-
yees of the societies we visited,
the highest paid was a Man-
ager drawing Rs. 190/- per
mensem ; the lowest paid em-
ployee receives Rs. 60/- a
month. Oasnly one society—
the Thinnevelly MPCS —had a
Provident Fund for its emplo-
yees, while another—the Chun-

dikuli Coop Stores—had ap-
proved of it in principle.

The display of goods and
articles is an aspect to which
most coops don’t pay much
attention. Thinnevelly MPCS
had, in our opinion, the best
display. The Chundikuli Co-
op Stores had got ' the help of
an expert from the Jaffna MP
CS Union to help in the dis-
play of textiles. Our coops
would do well to provide a
more attractive display and
ensure that their buildings are
kept neat and clean, A spick
and span appearance will cer-
tainly help raise the tone of
our coops. A coop where
goods are piled one on top of
the other in a jumble, whose
floors have not been swept
and which is festooned with
cobwebs is as repulsive a sight
as an unkempt woman.

Another point that struck
us was the lack of a distinc-
tive architectural style for co-
operative buildings. Surely
it should not be beyond the
ingenuity of our cooperators
to evolve type-plan buildings
which will be in harmony with
our surroundings and our ar-
chitectural traditions while at
the same time serving func-
tional needs. They would also
serve as visible symbols of Co-
operation,

Lastly, a point about the
employees. We found that
most of the managers had un-
dergone a training at the Co-
operative School. This is as
it should be. But wouldn’t
other employees too benefit by
such a course of training ? We

‘feel that if all employees of

cooperative societies receive
suitable training, it would
prove beneficial to the Mgoves
ment as a v;hole. Both the
movement and the emplove
would benefit if there wpas ’aflse;..
a unified service in the area.
The NDCF and the Jaffna
MPCS Union should take the
initiative in this matter.

(Concluded)
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Apstrian consumers co oper-
ative movement is aiming to
achisve. In face of all tendeén-
cies and endeavours inside and
outside the movement to efface
the actual characteristics of
the co-operatives and to put
them-on the same level with
the private business enterpris-
es, it is now more than ever
necessary that the co-opera-
tives remain conscious of these
characteristics and of the ad-
vantages flowing from them.
The Aunstrian consumers Co-
operative movement is-aware
of the fact that in view of the
modern development trends, in
particular the emergence of
buge shops and super-markets,
it is not possible to confine
trade to members. None the
less, it is generally recognised
that the trade with members
has to remain the main task,
The consumers co-Operatives
in Austria have immediately
after their re-establishment
aimed to make members of as
many of their regular shoppers
as possible. Thus it was made
possible that, in spite of the
trade with non-members, on
the average 85—90 per cent
of the turnover and more
comes from trade with mem-=
bers.
Present Problems

Due to the necessity of

modernisation, rationalisation
and concentration in the co-
operative movements an extra-
srdinarily strong increase of
investments, and thus of the
demand for capital is notice-
able. ‘During the course of
their development the Austrian
consumers co-operatives have
endeavoured to ~maintain in
their sphere the long proven
and sound principles that a
substantial part of their invest-
ed capital should consist of
own capital and that the own
capital should stand in ade-
quate proportion to the outside
capital. To achieve this aim,
the co-operatives as well as
the economic central instita-
tions every year draw up finan-
cial plans and submit them to
the decision of the central or-
gans, The parcentage of divi-
dend to be paid by the various
co-operatives is fixed in agree-
ment with the Federation of
Consumers Co-operativ®s. But
generally it can be noticed
that the demand for capital is
growing much quicker than
the accumulation of the own
capital can take place. This
poses serious problems for the
present and the future. Their
solution is of the greatest im-
portance, if the cAoperatives
do not want to rest on their.
{Continued on page 6\
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>~ ‘Incessant Struggle
=~ with the CWE’
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( Continued from page 1)
through Coops. With this
change of policy it was the
bounden duty of the Govern-
ment to have assisted the
movement to find an institu-
tion which can look after the
needs of Coop. Wholesale
Unions. Instead the Unions
and primary societies are left
to languish for want of sup-
plies. Supplies given by the
C. W.E, are far from ade-
qguate. Coop. institutions are
helpless. Private importers re-
fuse goods to them ; the C.W,
E. wan!s to have a rationing
system of a portion of the
goods imported by them,
There is dissatisfaction, dis-

loyalty, distrust and suspicion.

The C.W,E. has created whole-
sale agents for textiles in the

- very areas of operation of Co-

op. Wholesale Unions. - Indi-
viduals and institutions who
have never been wholesalers
or retailers in textile trade
have been appointed whole-
sale agents of the C.W.E.
We are at a loss to understand
the necessity for the creation
of rival wholesale traders.
The entire consumers in the
island are attached to 116 Co-
op. Wholesale Unions. Ration-
\ ed commodities are distributed
g0 each and every eonsumer
through retail traders attached
to these Coop. Unions. In
this context why does not the
C.W.E, adopt the distribution
of all textiles through this net
work of 'Unions. Instead a
ridiculous system of rationing
is forced whereby the Coops.
become the laughing stock of
the people and members are
left with utter frustration. A
very big proportion of the
articles imported into the
country is sold through C. W*
E retail shops and private
trade and Coop. Unions
vrich are responsible to feed
-~ every consumer through retail
Ceopst and A, D’s are not
given their legitimate require-
ments. To give a few illust-
' rations, car tyres were recenty
distributed by the C, W.E.
Thousands of tyres were re-
tailed in Colombo to persons
who were able to wait in
queues. We made appealsto
give us a quota to issuc to our
bona.fide users and we were
informed that there was no
stock. Varicus devices were
practised by unscrupulous men
to obtain tyres for resale
through these long queues

while bona-fide users in the °

Provinces were starved. You
will also te surprised to hear
the poor ration allowed by the
C. W. E. in issuing us textiles.
There have been instances
where we have been allowed
one saree for every 1000 ration
books or a few yards of some
material for every 1000 consu-
mers. We wish to repeat again
that it is the legitimate duty of
the Government and the C.W,
E. to see that the basic needs
of the consumers in all consu-
mer goods is chanpelled. Now
it is up to you fellow delegates
and for this M.P.C.8, Unioa.
to muster other Unions and
pave the way to- obtain the
full requirements of every con-
sumer whom we have come
forward to serve.

A ray of hope emanates
from the present system of
issuing essential ration com-
modities through wholesale
Cooperative Unions. Both the
Government and the corsu-
mers have displayed their faith
" .in the ability of Coops Unions
to defiver the goods. Let us

Off to Canada

Mr.P.Govindaswamy, Actg,
Principal of the Cooperative
Training School, Jafina, has
left for Canada on a Colombo
Plan Scholarship for training
in Fisheries Extension work.
He will be away for six months.

At a farewell accorded to
him by the students of the
Coop Training School, tributes
were paid to Mr. Govindaswa-
my for his selfless service and
his devotion to duty.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi-
dent NDCF said that he had
been associated with Mr. Go-
vindaswamy for nearly 30
years. He was a hard worker
who never stood on status.

Describing Mr. Govinda-

swamy as a born teacher, Mr.,.

S. Handy - Perimbanayagam
said that he knew the students
and their background inti-
mately., He was a conscienti-
ous teacher and moved well
with the students.

Mr, P, Selvaretnam, Admin-
istrative Secretary NDCF ex-
pressed the hope that Mr. Go-
vindaswamy would continue
to shed light and guide stud-
enis along cooperative lines.

Mr. E. Vetharaniam, Lec-
turer, said that he deemed it a
privilege to have been associ-
ated with such a conscientious
and devoted teacher as Mr,
Govindaswamy.

Mr. P. Kandiah, Lecturer,
who presided, said that the
decision toaward a C-Plan
scholarship to Mr, Govinda-
swamy was a tribute to his
efficiency and integrity.

Several students too show-
ered tributes on Mr. Govinda-

*swamy and expressed the hope

that he would return to guide
and inspire them.

Mr, Govindaswamy thanked
the speakers for the kind sen-
timents expressed.

RECORD PROFITS

Last year’s gross profits
of the Jaffna MPCS Union
reached the record figure of
Rs. 208,421/07 cts. Its net
profit for the same period
was Rs. §8,124/14 cts.—an-
other record.

The Ugion is planning
to put up its own building
at a central spot in Jaffna
Town. It also hopes to
buy three new lorries,

FIRST STEP IN
RE-ORGANISATION

The Kandy District Coop-
erative Union will soon set up
a number of model coopera-
tive societies as a first step in
the intensive re-organisation
of the local coop movement to
suit the needs of the district.

The following MPCSS will,
according to this scheme, be
converted into model co-ops:
Naranvita in Udapalatha,
Warakawa in Uda Bulathga-
ma. Handaganawa in Uda
Dumbara, Mullegama in Ha-
rispatu, Tittapajjala in Meda
Dumbara, Wattegama in Dum-
bara, Gangevatta in Ambaga-
muva, Mailapitiya. in Patha
Hevaheta and Yatigamawa in
Denuvara,

make full use of this opportu-
nity and build up. our future.
Let us organise ourselves and
march forward to build a heal-
thier and robust movement.

‘Between the Devil
and the Deep Sea’

“We are between the devil
and the deep sea’ remarked an
official present at the Confer-
ence summoned by Mr. T.
Kandaswamy, ACCD Jaffna
South, referring to some Par-
liamentarians’ complaint that
certain cooperative socicties
were not making immediale
payment for paddy purchased
from members. He pointed
out that some societies said
they didn’t want marketing
loans for paddy purchases.

The Conference, presided
over by Mr.J. M. Sabaratnam,
Addl. Govt. Agent, Jaffna, was
called to find out the difficul-
ties faced by coop societies in
the purchase of paddy, and to
explore the possibilities of pur~
chasing more paddy.

Some representatives voiced
the fear that a majority of
members would not surrender
paddy to their societies.

It was revealed that the main
difficulty coop societies faced
was the higher price paid by
private dealers.

After some discossion it
was decided that marketing
loans for the purchase of sub-
sidiary foodstuffs be given to
the Unions which would buy
up the produce from the socie-
ties after drawing up a pur-
chasing programme, The AC
CD would report on how the
commission should be divided
between the societies and the
unions.

Mr. K, Sabaratnam ACAS
said that certified seed paddy
would be distributed by the
DAEO. Other seed paddy
would be given by the ACAS
to societies, Where societies
were not functioning satisfac-
torily, seed paddy would be
distributed through cultivation
committees,

Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam said
that cards would soon be is-
sued to cultivators and these
would entitle them to get fer-
tilizers from the cultivation
committees, MPCSS or AD’.
If the cards were not sent in
time, the usual procesdure i.e.
recommendation of the culti-
vation committee would be
followed.

KAITHADI WEST
MPCS

The annual general meeting
of the Kaithadi West MPCS
was held recently with Mr. S,
Sithamparapillai in the chair,
Messrs. T. Shanmugarajah
HQI, V. Nadarajah (Range
Inspector), V. Wijayaratnam
(Coop Inspector) and P. Selva-
retnam, Administrative Secre-
tary NDCF were present. The
following were elected to the
executive committee: Messrs.
C. E. Mylvaganam, C. Kanda-
swamy and C. Kathiran. At
the executive committee meet=
ing, Mr. K. Velupillai was
unanimously elected President
and Mr. K. Thuraiappah Vice-
President.

NEW YEAR
CELEBRATIONS

Mr, Vernon Abeysekera, G,
A. Jaffna, was the Chief Guest
at the New Year (National
Day) celebrations held in the
Kopay Police area. Cycle
races, volley ball matches, tha-
chi, tug-o’-war, a fancy dress
parade, a fireworks display,
dance and drama  featured the
celebrations,

International Cooperative Day
SCHOOLS' CONTEST

In connection with International Cdoperative Day, the
Northern Division Cooperative Federation is conducting Essay,
Short Story, Poetry and Drama competitions for students.

Entries should be certified as original by the Principal/
Headmaster,

Entries may be submitted in the Senior Division (over 14
and under 21) in either Tamil or English and in the Junior Di-
vision (under 14) in Tamil.

Essay

Essays submitted to the Junior Division should not be less
than 200 words and should not exceed 300 words, Essays
submitted to the Senior Division should not be less than 750
words and should not exceed 1,000 words,

: Sepior Division

(1) How can the Cooperative Movement be made a Peoe
ple’s Movement ?

(2) Should there be a separate ministry for Cooperatives ?

(3) The role of the Cooperative Movement in the economic
development of the Northern Region.

(4) Describe the working of a cooperative society in your
village or your school.

(5) The role of women in the Cooperative Movement,

Junior Division

(1) National Unity and the Cooperative Movement.

(2) The benefits students derive by participating in work-
experience’ projects,

(3) A brief history of a cooperative society in your area.

(4) Your School Garden.

(5) Visit a cooperative society in your locality and choosing
at least 10 items originating outside the area, locate their origin
and describe how they reached the cooperative society,

Short stories, Poems and Dramas should deal with coop-
erative themes. The dramas should be 45-minute, one-act plays.

Cash Prizes of Rs. 50/- in the Senior Division and Rs. 25/-
in the Junior Division will be awarded to those entries which
win first place and are considered worthy of the award,

Suitable cash prizes will be awarded to all entries selected
for publication in cur journal.

The decision of the Editorial Board is final.
Closing date for entries—31-5-67,
Entries should be sent to :
The Editor,
“The Cooperator”,
NDCE,
59, Main St.,
Jaffna,

THE JAFFNA
.C-OP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD.

PAID UP SHARE CAPITAL Rs. 191,495-00
STATUTORY RESERVES s 247,625-00
OTHER RESERVES ves s 414,662-00

FIXED DEPOSITS
Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is paid at
the rate of 1§%, 237, and :33% respectively. On Deposits
for 5 years and over and on Deposits for 10 years and
over the rates are 4% and 419 respectively.

SAVINGS DEPOSITS
Interest at the rate of 39/ is allowed on Savings Deposits.
~ Arrangements can be made to withdraw monies from this
account daily.
PAWN BROKING

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches. The Rate of
interest charged is 9. Repayment by instalments is
allowed, :

Branches :
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—P oint Pedro—
Chavakachcheri—Chankanai—Kayts—

Vali East (Averangal).

o Head Office :
58, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
i KILINOCHCHI.

Phone : 8. T’gram : ““Yarlupion®’,

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.

Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd,, B.C.C. Ltd,, Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation,
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Th- Studeénts’ Unrest:

 THE

Mr. Chancellor, Mr. Vice=
Chuncel or, Graduates of the
University, Ludies and Gentle
mert,

For a person like me, who
bhas hittle to d» with the eduo-
carional and academic lite of
the country, it is indeed a great
honout to be called upon to
deliver this addressat a Uni-
versity that in less than fifty
years has established its pre
eninence in the field of edu-
cation and reseaich, For this
hoonour I am grateful to you,
Mr. Vice Chancellor, and to
your Universitys.

I'be young men and women
who have graduated must be
impatient to receive their deg-
1ees, and the ritual of a Con-
vocation address might be
irksome to them, But in life
rituals have a place, and I
canpnot imagine a' time when
man will need noritnals. Ritu-
als impart to special occasions
like graduation days, like wed-
diogs, like investitures, parades,
inaucurations, national days,
a quality that marks them out
from the bumdrum events of
daily hite and helps them leave
their imprint on the mind.
Ritnals, of course, like many
atber things, are either bright
or dull. I'he present one I am,
alraid, is goicg to be of the
latter variety, but yet I hope
you will bear with me,

¥You, the fresh graduates, are
going to launch upon what for
you will be an uncharted sea,
As different winds fill the sails
of the ship of your life, I hope
you have learnt enough of the
skills of captainchip to enable
you to steer the ship to your
destipation. 1 hope also that
you know by now what ycur
destination is to be. Yet may
I address a few words to you
that might help you to meet
the storms of life and discover
vour harbour through the fog
and mist ?

11

You are leaviog bebind a
world that in recent months
has been going through a
countrywide convulsion. Some
of you will surely return to
that world to prosecute your
post-graduate studies. DBut
whatever be the step you take,
it is certain that the convul-
sion of which 1 speak would
bave left its mark upon you,
and, for good or ill, might affect
vour conduct and ycvr career.
‘Therefore, I shall try to put
the events of the past months
in the student world of our
country in perspective and
enquire if any positive lines of
action are suggested.

You will agree that if the
events of which 1 speak go on
recurring more or less in the
game pattern as hitherto, they
would destroy not onply the
very edifice of education that
has been built up in this
country and with it the student
community, but also destroy
eventually the country itself.
No country of which the edu-
cational structure has been
destroyed can survive in the
modern world, much less grow
aund prosper. Therelore, it is
clear that some thing must be
done about it and dome ur-
gently, and what is of the
greatest importance, done as
creatively and imaginatively
as possible- In this task you
too and your fellow-students
elsewhere, who will be the
first victims of such a break-
down, have a vital role to play.

"and contests,

(Convocation Address at Delhi University delivered an‘December 23, 1966)

Already the more earnest and
far-seeing among ycu have
realised how serious have been
the losses sustained by the
students s & result of the

convulsive events of past
months,
Not an Isolated Problem

A great deal has been said
and written about the subject,
popularly described as ‘student
unrest’. It will be tiresome to
go into all that here. It should
be enough to note that it is
agreed that it is oot a ‘law and
order’ problem, though it some-
times does create a problem of

law and order, which is not

the same kettle of fish. It is
also agreed that the problem
of student vnrest or student
indiscipline is not an isolated
problem, but part of a much
arger and deeper problem and
that there are short-term and
long-term aspects of it and
theretore, also of the possible

remedies. No less a body than

the Education Commission has
summed up the position thus:

“Tt is also necessary to re-
member that the responsibility
for the situation is not un-
ilateral; it is not merely that of
the students or parents or tea-
chers or State governments or
the political parties, but multi-
lateral. All of them share it
together with many factors in
the objective situation and no
effective solution is possible
unless each agency responsible
for the malaise does its own
duty. Some of the remedies
for students’ unrest, therefore,
go beyond the educational
system, Baut even if we leave

gramme to engage the whole
or even the primary attention
of its students and occupy their
full time in academic parsuits.
The low priority and emphasis
on academic pursuits is obvious
from the following facts:

{a) There are no admission
tests for the Arts faculties;

(b) the courses are light,
the combinations still lighter;

{c) the methad of teaching
demands little effort of the
student as he is seldom ex-
posed to compulsory prepa-
ration, self-education or home
work;

(d) the total time schedule
of curricular, co-curricular and
extra-curricular  programmes
does not require more than
1/6th of working hours avail-
able to him in a year.

{e) classes are taken for less
than 100 days in a session and
tutoriale and semipars for less
than 503

(f) attendance,. is seldom
insisted upon to appear at the
examination and the level and
method of instruction makes
him indifferent to attendance;

(g) the examinationsystem
seldom discounts npeglect of
studies. -

As a result the student looks
around for any trouble spots
where he may eogage his
energy and show qualities of
youth, collective efforts and
leadership.

2. Non-academic activities of
© staff ;

Analysing the activities of
the teaching staff, Prof.Baljit
Singh concludes that their

4. Defect in system :

{a) The present system puts
a preminm oo unacademic
pursuits, deploys many cap-
able scholars and eminent
teachers for routine administ-
ration and examioation duaties.

(b) Half or more than half
of faculty members are ap-
pointed on term to term basis.

(c) Selection committees
are staffed with a majority of
members who do not have
knowledge of the subject.

5. Status System :

(a) The elite among the
students is recognised to be
coosisting of the trouble-
makers and oon-serious stud-
ents and they are consulted on
students’ problems,

{b) The University has no
system whereby its best stud-
ents may get social recognition
in university life or consulted
in regard to students problems.
One wonders, on how many
occasions are they invited to
meet the Vice-Chancellor or
Deans, or the Heads of Deptts?

{c) All prestige is attached
to non-teachiog offices. The
student finds bere a power elite
that is often divorced from
academic work, and may be
even opposed to it.

{d) In a democracy, it is
argued that our courses and
progiammes should not be
directed to few but cater tothe
requirements of the average
and mediocre. Emphasis is not
on education but on degree and
pot on guality but on numbers
turned out.

by

Jayaprahkash Narayan

them out, there are two major
things that the education sys-
tem itself can and must do:
(1) remove the educational
deficiencies that contribute to
it: and (2) set up anadequate
consultative and administrat-
ive machinery to prevent the
occurrence of such incidents.
It is pecessary that students’
energies are channelled into
meaningful and challenging
pursuits. This would be partly
achieved through intensific-
ation of curricular programmes
...But that is not enough. It
is also necessary to develop &
rich and varied programme of
co-curricular activities, which
would includelectures, debates,
essay competitions, group dig-
cussions, cultural pregrammes
study circles,
social service camps, N. C. C.
tours and excursiong, sports,
and tournaments, publication
of students’ journals, edua=
cational film shows, conduct of
student libraries, canteens, co-
operative stores and welfare
activities connected with finan~-
cial and medical assictance to
students.”

As a sample of what the
Commission bas termed ‘edu-
cational deficiencies’, let me
give one example out of so
many that have been brought
to light. What follows is a
summary of a paper by Prof,
Baljit Singh of Lucknow Uni-
versity.

1. Enforced Idleness:

There is a general deterio-
ration in the level and tempo
of the academic life io the
university...It no longer pro-
vides enough inspiration, in-
centive, opporiunity and pro-

non-academic activities receive
precedence over the academic
activities and they—the tea-
chers whom the student is ex-
vected to emulate — seldom
lead, inspire, or interegt the
student to gathering of koow-
ledge. He doubts:

(a) How many teachers
give even 1/4th of their work-
ing hours (600 out of 2,400) in
class rooms ?

(b) How many of them
spend more time during work-
ing hours in university to calti-
vate contact or guide stndents?

{¢) How many of them do
not hanker and try for non-
teaching assignments in the
university to earn something
extra than acquiring know-
ledge ?

(d) How many senior tea-
chers spend more working days
in conducting examipations and
attending meetings and confer-
ences outside or in the Univer-
sity than teaching ?

(e} How maoy of them give
time to self study or ressarch
rather than publishing notes,
texts or popular articles ?

3. Feudal way of teachers:

{a) Generally, they do not
start taking their full teaching
work-load within a fortnight
of commencement of the ses-
sion and their tutorials and
seminars before the end of the
first term.

{b} For some senior teach-
ers the academic day dces not
begin before noon and seldom
goes upto afternoon.

{c) Most of the teachers
retire from active research and
pursuit of koowledge at the
age of 40, after getting a Chair.

Educational deficiencies are
legion and there is no need to
elaborate them here. The
long quotation that I just read
should be enongh. Yet, I
cannot resist the temptation
of recounting ore more ipst-
ance, if for nothing else, for the
humour of it. In ap Orissa
college, the students after try-
ing gentler means of agitation
had taken to dharna, i, e., lying
down, before the college gates.
And their 'demapd'? A prin-
cipal; the college had nore for
months | The students luckily
won.

Unless remedial measures
are fcand and adopted to re-
move the many educational
deficiencies, it would be fruit-
less to blame the students for
their predictable reactions to
them. Uantortunately there is
no sign that, apart from blam-
ing the students, tke autho-
rities concerned are suffici-
ently alive to their responsi-
bility in this matrer and are
taking the necessary steps,

Role of Unions

A few words regarding the
Education Commission's re-
commendation about setting
up an ‘adequate consultative
and admivistiative machinery’.
While I fulty epdorse the re=
commendation, I should like
to emphasise the role of - stud=
ents’ unions; 1 am afraid many
educational autborities frown
upon any student organization
in their institutidns just as un-
enlightened businessmen frown
upon labour unions. This atti-
tude must ciznee acod the

authorities muct accent that
the student nsve a right to
form theiwr vuiors, and if they

do they aie not thereby defy-

CAUSE AND REMEDY

ing their authority and so are
to be treated as opponents, if
not enemies. A student’s uni-
on should be welcomed as a
limb of the institution and as
an aid to its administration.
There should be periodical
meetings between the insti~
tutions’ authorities and union
officials, whose opinions and
suggestions even il they are
aggressively termed as 'de-
mands’, should be given due
consideration. In cases of non-
acceptance or disagreement,
the reason should be carefully
explained to the Union and the
students. The authority should
not try to control or manipu-
late union elections, for which
agreed procedures should be
laid down, including procedures
for supervision and check.
Accounts of the Unions should
be audited and published in the
Union's annual reports of stud-

ents’ magazines.

In case the demands of a
particular Union go beyond the
jurisdiction of the local autho-
rities concerned, they should
be forwarded to higher autho-
rities concerned, who should
look into them within reason-
able time and be prepared fo
dis'_.cuss them with represent-
atives of the Union concerned.

A ward about students’ poli-
tical organisations. While
college and Univercity students
have every right to participate
in politics, and political parties -
may have their student bran-
ches or sections, the latter
should not interfere with pure-
ly student affairs. Students
qua students should have only
one organisation, the college or
university students’ union,
which alone sbonid deal with
students’ problems & represent
the students wherever they are
to be represented as students.
The unions may have as mem-
bers students' who are mem-=
bers of political parties or of
their student branches, and
such students might attempt
to influence union policy. There
is nothing to be afraid of in
this. I believe genuinely in
letting a thousand flowers
bloom and a hundred schools
of thooght contend. But the
spheres of students’ unions and
of stadent branches of political
parties must be kept distinct
and separate. This will reduce
tension and internal strife,
strengthen the student move-
ment, as well as help political
parties to carry on their edu=
cative work among the stud-
ents,

(To be continued)
p=tle e S e e ]

Equality Through
Cooperation

“Though all don’t possess
the same talents, we are all
equal by birth, Therefore
through cocperation we can
attain equality®,

So said Mr. S. Shanmuga-
rajah, HQI Jaffna East, speak-
ing at the annual general meet-
ing of the Chavakachcheri
North East MPCS. Mr. K. V.
Mahalingam presided. Messrs.
S. Nadarajah, A, Vijayarat-
nam and R. T. Subramaniam
also spoke. The following
were elected to the executive
committee : Messrs. P. Rama-
lingam, N. Vadivelu, D. V.
Mahalingam, M, K. Subra-
maniam, K, Subramaniam, V.,
Sivasambo, V. Karthigesu, S.
Kanagasabai and K. Sanpara-
pillai. '.

S
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Skilled men are the real
builders of a nation, and there-
fore, in all the developing
countries, it is the skilled man-
power which holds the key to
rapid industrialisation. Whai
had happened in West Ger-
many after war, is now des-
-¢ribed as a miracle. After
large scale destruction of fac-
tories and buildings followed
by considerable dismantling of
machines, this country had
been left with wornout ma-
chines. However, amongst the
things left intact, was a large
force of trained, disciplined
. and hard-working persons with
a tremendous spirit of enter-
prise and strong will, who
could re-shape the face of the
country. So too, India needs
skilled man power for her
speedy industrial development.

To create the needed army
of skilled workers, facilities
both institutional and appren-
ticeship are being expanded,
but the demand keeps on out-

- stripping the output of trained
hands. Let us consider the
case of our country. Our
craftsmen have worked over
years and helped inthe attain-
ment of a certain standard of
living. however low it may be.
in the course of next 35 years
or so, the population of our
country will be almost double
iits present strength, In order
to maintain the same standard
of living as at present, we will
have to almost build another
India within India (as it exists
today). This almost amounts
to saying that we will have to

-do the amount of building in
35 years for which we took

-centuries so far, This is just
to stay still. What will be the
number of skilled persons re-
quired, if we want to rapidly
advance, almost passes beyond
one’s imagination ?

\ - Seékting up of LT.I's

However big the problem,
it has to be faced, and all pos-
sible sources of producing
skilled persons have to be pro-
perly harnessed. In India, the
problem of meeting the short-
ge of skilled craftsmen has
been pursued with some vig-
our. Initially, of course, as
many industries did not exist
in the country, reliance had to
be placed more on institution-
al type of training. Programme
of training in L.T.Is. had to be
considerably expanded. There
were only 59 1.T.Is. with about
10,000 seats at the end of the
First Plan. Today there are
nearly 450 L.T,Is. with 100,000
seats all over the country.
There is thus almost one I,T.1.
in each district, sometimes two
and even more, and by the
end of Fourth Plan, another
100,000 seats will be added.

Whatever you may do, you
can never reproducethe condis
tion of industries in the Insti-
tutes. Apprenticeship training,
which is the time old method
of producing finest craftsmen
in all the industrially advanced
countries, is shaped within the
realities of competition and
production needs, where jobs
bave to be done for customers,
within the compulsions of
time-schedules and quality re-
quirements. The system also
has a built-in machinery for
matching skills to ever chang-
ing technological patterns. As
industrial development has
-also sufficiently advanced in
our country and time appeared

“tg be ripe for taking full ad-
ntage of apprenticeship faci-
es in the industry, the Gov-

ernment of India enacted the
well-known Apprentices Act,
1941, after taking into confi-
dence bodies like the Indian
Engineering Association, the
Indian Federation of Employ-
ers, the Indian Trade Union
Congress Government and

. quasi-Government employers

and employees’ representatives.
Under this Act, nearly 30,000
appreatices are undergoing
training. By the end of the
Fourth Plan, it is expected,
there will be an addition of
100,000 more apprentices,
Many new trades, in many
new fields, such as Building
Industry, Printing Industry,
Steel Industry, Chemical In-
dustry, Textile Handicrafts,
Commerce, etc., are being con-
sidered and study-groups have
been appointed by the Gov-
ernment to recommend the
best manner in which appren-
ticeship programmes can be
organised in these industries.
In order to meet fully the re~
quirements of large, medium
and small-scale industry, con-
siderable flexibility is being
introduced. It will be opened
to the industry to recruit as
apprentices, freshers for the
full term of 3 or 4 years as the
cagse may be or ex-1.T.I. traie
nees in various trades, for the
residuary period of one or two
years, depending upon the
period of training undergone
in I.T.Is.

Part-time Training

Part-time training of persons
in employment offers perhaps
the quickest and most econo-
mical method of creating a

scarcity at higher levels of
skills, The matter thus as-
sumes extreme urgency.

Various Training Programmes

In the industry in general,
in each trade, while there are
a few workers who are highly
in the trade, there are quite a
number who are comparative-
ly, less-skilled. - Structure of
employment with reference to
skill in each trade would be
not only different, also it
would be different from esta-
blishment to establishment de~
pending upon the degres of
mechanisation. Skilled work-
ers entering into industry or
in industry at different levels
of skill get their wages adjust-
ed to correspond with the de-
gree of skills. In a number of
industries such as Tatas, Hin=
dustan Steel Limited, and De-
fence Services, etc., considera-
ble work has already been
done in standardising skills, as
far as these organisations are
concerned and in fact in some
casgs trade-tests are carried
out to establish the skill of the
workers with a view to con-
sider their advanciog, On a
national basis, a scheme for
the gradation of skills of in-
dustrial workers has been
worked out bythe Trade Com-
mittees in respect of the fol-
lowing trades :—

(1) Fitter.

(2) Turner.

(3) Machinist Miller.

(4) Machinist Grinder.

(5) Machinist Shaper, Slot-

ter and Planer.

(6) Machinist.

(7) Tool and Die-Maker.

Sr1 B. S. RANDHAVA, M.A,,B.Sc., (Eng. ), MJLE,
Principal, Central Training Institute for
Instructors, Guindy, Madras

very large force of skilled per-
sons needed to speed up the
industrial development of our
country. A scheme for part-
time theoretical instruction for
industrial workers was started
sometime back, but unfortu-
nately it did not prove atirac-
tive. A new scheme has been

formulated. Under this scheme,

the workers will be enabled to
get on part-time basis, not
only theoretical but also prac-
tical instructions. Arrangement
for this will also be made in
convenient unitof threemonths
duration. It is hoped tolaunch
this programme on a big scale
during the Fourth Plan, This
will enable the existing work-
ers, nearly 12 millions of them,
to derive benefit and advance
upwards. In the United States,
as against 200,000 students re-
gistered in Vocational Schools
in regular courses, nearly 500,-
000 registered themselves in
the part-time evening courses.

Time appears to be ripe to
encourage the development of
this programme now. 1t will
be noticed that while Institu~
tional and Apprenticeship
Training Programmes, help
freshers to attain a certain de-
gree of skills, in trade advance-
ment through part-time train~
ing courses could be very fast
amongst indusirial workers
and that too in areas of skills
which cannot be readily attain-
ed by ‘freshers’. It is casy to
visualise that if the pari-time
traiming programme, which is
also incidentally very econo-
mical, when compared to insti-
tutional training programme,
not taken in band now, there
isarisk of some congestion
developing at lower levels and

(8) Electrician.
(9) Lineman.
{.0) Wireman.
(11) Welder,

It will be seen that the
scheme evolved gives four de-
finitely identitiable standards of
skill in each trade. Higher
skills are for them operating
high precision lathes and work-
ing 10 accuracies not within
tool-room practice, etc. These
standards are in the natare of
achievement standards which
are expeceted from persons with
different skills. In establishing
these standards the Trade
Committees have taken the
lead from the industry where
such standards have already
been established and by re-
commending the adoption of
these standards, they hoped
they will be pagsing on this
lead as far as gradation of skill
is concerned, to the other in-
dustries, where such gradastion
of skill have not yet been firm-
ly established. The Commit.
tees had felt that if traioing
programmes have to be orga-
nised on scientificand national
basis, it was time that national
standards of achievement for
each grade should be esta-
blished as soon as possible.
Training programmes shouild
be devised to attain these na-
tionally established standards.

In a devzloping country like
India, where need for trained
workers is  vast, training
programmes should be devel-
oped not only for the training
of Freshers through institutes
or through apprenticeship
training but also fora large
body of workers in the indus-
try so that they could also be
assisted, through part-time

training programmes to ad-
vance in their skills from grade
to grade. A stage has now
come when different types of
training programmes should
be considered as parts of one
big national effort at advance-
ment of skills. In other words,
& ‘national policy’ for each
trade would be established,

Co-ordination

A very close co-ordination
of training programmes in the
institutes is being developed
with industry, As far as pro-
motion of apprenticeship train-
ing is concerned, jurisdiction
of each institute is being defin-
ed. The Principals and other
members of the staff of I.T Is.
have to visit industries perio-
dically in order to promote
apprenticeship training, while
employers visit I.T.Is, to sel.
€ct apprentices = after basic
training. Experts from indug-
try also not only help the Prin-
cipal in the selection of trai-
nees but also carry out trade-
tests in the institutes on behalf
of the National Council on
completion of training.

A question arises as to what
extent are the training pro-
grammes to be organised ? It

_— Institufional and Apprenticeship Training Programme

is evident thas training pro-
grammes must be organised to
meet the needs of persons of
required levels of skills fog
industry in an area. This need
at different levels can only be
judged on the basis of intelli-
gent estimates. Structure of
skilled workers in industry will
have to be made on regional
basis and programmes of train-
ing for the region, will have
to be evolved for meeting the
requirements from such sur-
veys of skilled persons at dif-
ferent levels,

Need for Review

With the best of efforts at
carrying out surveys and mak-
Ing accurate estimates and
forecasts, it is still felt that the
programmes evolved will have
to remain under constant re-
view so that it may remain
both fiexible and dynamic and
meet the area needs. The Di-
rectorate-General of Employ-
ment and Training is hoping
to set out for this 1ask in the
Fourth Plan, assisted by the
net-work of Employment Ex-
change and teams of surveyors
all over the country.

~Madras Information

The Building Cooperatives
in Austria

Likp the rest of Europe,
Austria was characterised by a
gigantic process of industriali-
sation starting in the middle
of 'the nineteenth century, Bven
a lm;ly building activity, which
lay virtually exclusively in pri-
vate hands, could not prevent
stark housing misery created
by the inflow of workers into
the cities, Before the state,
around the turn of the century,
began its regulating interven-
tion, building co-operatives
had started a development
which, in the circumstances,
was remarkable and which
later found strong support and
furtherance in the Housing
Laws of 1910. Social building
which aimed and still aims at
creating healthy dwellings for
the less affluent sections of the
population on = reasonable
terms, was at that time identi=
cal with co-operative building.
Building co-operatives could
obtain recognition as being
mutual societies, provided they
subjected themselves to certain
restrictions—in particular the
limitation of the dividend to
be distributed to members to a
maximum of 5 per cent of the
paid-up shares, and the assur-
ance that, in case of disselu-
tion of the co-operative, mems-
bers would not receive more
than the paid-up amount of
their shares. They were there-
by subject to state supervision,
but they gained extensive free-
dom from taxation as weli as
access to funds for cheap fin-
ance from the Housing Fund
which had been created by the
Law of 22-12 19.0. Like cther
co-operatives, building co-op-
eratives had their legal basis
and the framework for their
development in the Co-opera-
tive Law of 9-4-1873 and in
the Amending Law of 10-6-
1503,

Central Federation

As early as 1916, numerous
mutual building and housing
co-operatives had been united
1o 2 National Federation. In
1928, their amalgamation in a

unified Federation led to the
formguon of the Central Fe-
deration of Mutyal Building
Co-operatives of Austria, the
ground for such an organisa-
tion had been prepared by the
Provincial Unionsand the Cen-
tral Organisation of the Mutu-
al Building Co-operatives for
Single and Multiple Dweliings
which had been in existence
since 1910 and were highly re-
garded. In 1929, the office of
the Federal Chancellor granted
the Central Federation the
right of auditing, Although
the Central Federation was not
a compulsory organisation to
which all building CO-Opera-
tives had to belong, it was not
far from having such a posi-
tion, allthe more since the
Federal Ministry for Social
Administration as the highest
supervising authority had given
all mutual building " co-opera-
tives a general recommenda-
tion to join the Federation and
had suggested having their au-
diting done by the Central Fe-
deration,

Meanwhiie, after the end of
the First World War, the Fe-
deral Law of 15.4-1921 had
transformed the Housing Fund
into the Federal Housing and
Settlement Fund which, for
decades, was virtually the only
agency for housing finance,
During the years from 1921 to
1938, this Fund helped with
the building of 15,750 small
dwellings the majority of which
were built by mutual ce-opera-
tives, Asat 1-3-1938 out of
180 members of the Central
Federation, 140 were mutual
building co-operatives, a fur-
ther 28 were non-mutual build-
ing co-operatives, two were
limited companies and 10 were
associations,

In 1940, the German law
concerning Housing Mutuality
dated 29-2-1940 was introduced
in Austria which changed the
organisational basis of mutual
building co-operatives. Ac-
cording to this law, recogni-

(Continued on page 7)
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Mechanization Needed

To bring costs to levels ac-
ceptable abroad and to be able
to produce substantial quanti-
ties, it seems important to in-
troduce mechanization to an
increasing degree in the small-
scale industries fields. The
charm of a hand-made product
is often not enough to make it
marketable. Evenness in qua-
lity and large supply are more
important factors in the mag-
keting of goods in the Western
markets, For industries of
thistype with certain artistic
aapirations it might be import=
ant to establish sales promo-
tion agencies in the import-
ant foreign marketss Many of
the Co-operative small-scale
industries have been initiated
by the Governments to sup-
pert the weaker sections of the
society and provide additional
employment. The Govern-
ment should therefore recog-
nise its responsibility and take
an active part in the necessary
reorganisation process.

In the loog run it is some=
what questionable whether
the small-scale industrial co=
operative societies producing
artistic or semi-artistic articles
will be economically viable.

_To improve the economic situ-
ation of the members of such
societiess the Government
might consider. a complete
transfer of their activities, Per-
haps their members would be
- more benefited if their societies
entered into the field of subsi-
diary industries, supplying the
bigger industrial concerns in
the internal market with

that his customers’ needs will
be satisfied. Comparison of
prices and quality control are
important functions in import
trade. Close contact with the
customers, the local Co-oper-
ative societies, is important.
Their needs must be checked
frequently., It is pot certain
that the highest quality is
always most in demand. Cn
the other hand development of
quality consciousness among
its customerswill be one of the
functions of the Co-operative
importing agency.

Should South-East Asian
Cooperative import organisa=
tions concentrate their business
contacts to Cooperatives ab-
road ? The aim of the import
agency is tosatisfy its custom-
ers’ needs by giving them the
goods they require at the lowest
possible prices: If such goods
are available at favourable
prices with Cooperative pro-
ducers abroad, a development
of trade links would naturally
be of mutual advantage. But
the import agency should not
enter into agreement with Co-
operatives abroad only for the
sake of development of inter-
national Cooperative trade
links, The suppliers must be
chosen with only one view in
mind: the interests of the cus=
tomers. 1The Cooperative or-
ganisation in the foreign coun-
try has its own member inter-

“ests to look after. It is bardly

realistic to believe that it
would offer special preferential
terms to a customer only on
the ground that the customer
is also a Cooperative,
business rules must be applied
in all trade transactiens.

By M.

Radetzlki,

Director, ICA Education Centre

variots kinds of half-manufact-
ured goods.

Apart from the active sup-
_ port in the creation of Co-op-
erative agencies for external

trade, the Government could

also extend its assistance in
the form of preferential treat-
ment. Co-operatives might be
given priorities where import
licences are required, or the
exchapgeregulations facilitated
to enable Co-operative busin-
ess managers to go abroad to
finalise their deals.

Although such support in
the beginning stages would
strongly contribute to the
development of Co-operative
external trade, it may be gues-
tioned whether in the long run
the Co-operative organisations
would benefit by such prefer-
ential treatment. Probably it
would be an obstacle to the
development of competitive
strength and feeling of inde-
pendence among them,

Activities of Ymport Agencies

The Co-operative external
trade agencies will paturally
have to adhere to the general
practices around foreign trade,
Below a few points of parti-
cular interest will be taken up
for a brief discussion.

One of the important factors
for maintaining efficiency in
the import trade is the selecs
tior of markets. In several of
the South-East Asian coun-
tries such selection is not
completely free due to bilateral
and other agreements between
Governments with regard to
external trade. Within the
given market choices the im-
porter must always be on the
lookout for the best market so

There might on the other
band be some realism in other
suggestions with regard to col-
laboration betweentwo Coop-
eratives in different countries.
The foreign Cooperative organ-
isation might agree to provide
market information, or even
make available one of its em
ployees to look after the bus-
iness interests of the South-
East Asian Cooperative, With
business expansion, an agent
of the South-East Asian or-
ganisation could be located in
the country concerned, and
could then use the Cooperative
fellow-orgapisation as a basis
for his operations.

Cooperative suppliers in the
developed countries could also
assist newly established im-
port trade Cooperatives in
South-East Asia by inviting
trainees to spend some time in
the industrialised country work-
ing with the Co-operative or-
ganisation there. In this way
the trainees wouldget acquaint-
ed not only with foreign trade
techniques, but would alse
acquire a detailed knowledge
of the market conditions in the
country where he spends his
training period. Such practice
would certainly result in close
persopal links between the Co-

“operative organisations in the

two countries, which are so
essential for the development
of Trade.

Activities of Export Agencies

As explained before, agri-
cultural products would be of
primary importance in South-
East Asian Cooperative export

-activities, The big landlords

and the estate owners have
long since developed channels
for distribution of their produce

Strict

abroad. Therefore the Co-
operative marketing organisa-
tions would primarily depend
on export of agricultural goods
coming from medium and
smaller cultivators. While it
can be expected that the large
landowners would bring out
substantial quantities of goods
of an even quality, the small,
scattered agriculturists, tilling
land of differing types would
supply produce of widely shift-
ing qualities. The Cooperative
marketing organisations would
therefore have rto evolve a
standardization and grading
system so as to facilitate the
sales both on the internal mar-
ket and abroad.

Incentives should be given
to the farmers to deliver a high
quality product. The methods
of establishing the quality of
the goods must be properly ex=
plained to the farmers. In some
cases such standardization and
price differentiation is easy.
For milk deliveries the farmers
can be paid a price according
to the fat content. Economic
incentives of this type also dis-
courage the farmer from adul-
terating the product which he
is delivering. The central Co-
operative marketing organisa-
tion is dependent on the deli-
veries from its local member
societies. It is in its own in-
terests to promote the market-
ability of the products offered
for sale. Therefore it might
find it advantageous to enter
the field of agricultural extens-
jonand assist the individual
farmers in the development of
qualitatively improved pro-
ducts.

During the post-war period
the general price trend for un-
processed agricultural produce
has been directed downwards.
This bas been an additional
reason for the difficult ex-
change situation in several of
the South-East Asian coun-
tries. To overcome the dis-
advantage of the unfavourable
price trends cn raw materials,
the Cooperative marketing or-
ganisations could enter the
food processing field on a
wider scale. Processing could
improve the export sitdation
in two ways: first, readymade
productsusually obtaina better
price than raw materials, and
thus the export earning could
be increased. On the whole, the
prices on ready-made goods
have not been affected by the
post-war downward trend.
Second, a number of new arti-
cles, particularly perishables
could be processed and used in
the export trade. Milk, frait,
or meat are not very suitable
for export in their unprocessed
form: But if the Cooperative
marketing organisations could
undertake the production of
powder milk, tinned meat and
jam, they would have products
which are very well suited for
transport over long distances.

Although processing will re-
sult in improved economic con-
ditions, a substantial initial
investment is necessary to set
up the processing factories.
The farmers’ organisations
may lack the necessary capital
which has to be invested. In
such situations the Govern-
ment might be approached to
supply - the initial capital,
which would be paid back by
the Cooperative over a number
of years, Interesting experi-
ences of such procedures exist
in the Cooperative sugar in-
dustry in India, As processing
activities of the type mention-
ed above would increase em-
ployment: production and ex-

‘interested in trade.

" Development of International Trade

port earnings,such investments
ought to have a high priority
with the Government. Alter-
natively a business organisa-
tion, Co-operative or private,
in a foreign country might be
approached to make available
the necessary capital. In such
cases technical knowledge in
the processing field would also
come forward, In this manner
a very advantageous collabora-
tion could be established bet-
ween a Cooperative marketing
organisation in South-East
Asia and a consumer Cooper-
ative wholesale inthe West.
Besides capital, technical
know-how and initial quality
control, the western wholesale
could also undertake to pur-
chase the products processed
in the jointly set up plant.

Role of the ICA Regional
Office

To promote and facilitate
inter-cooperative trade both
within the countries and inter-
nationally, it would be advant-
ageous to analyse the national
cooperative markets. The Na-
tional Cooperative Unions or
the National Marketing Federa-
tions conld updertake to list
the different Cooperative or-
ganisations involved in indus-
trial and trading activities,
giving details about their sales,
products, qualities, quantities,
requirements, etc, Such lists
could subsequently be distri-
buted within the country to
the Cooperative organisations
Within
the developing countries of
South-East Asia lack of mar-
ket intelligence is an import-
ant factor contributing to the
improper functioning of the
market and the irrational dis:ri-
bution chanonels. A list as
suggested above would at least
throw light on the Cooperative
trading sector, and could pro-
bably result in a more intensive
trade within and with this
sector.

Through the ICA such na-
tional cooperative trading an-
alyzes could be compiled into
regional surveys and could be
distributed on a world-wide
basis. This would be a further
step towards the integration of
the world cooperative move-
ment. The ICA TRegional
Office of South-East Asia has
some time ago worked outa
Cooperative Trade Directory
for the South-East Asian Re-
gion. It will indeed be a
valuable document for Co-op-
erative organisations on the
lookout for Cooperative trad-
ing partners in the South-East
Asian Region. But the Region
is a wvast territory, and the
Regional Office cannot pos-
sibly have a detailed know-
ledge of all the Cooperative
trading organisations or their
development potentialities. Al-
though it is hoped that the
initiative of the Regional Office
will be of value in itself, an-
other objective of the Regional

Fpecr
Trade Directory would be to
show the way to the National
Movements and induce them
to undertake similar but much
more specific studies on & na-
tional level.

The Regional Office has re-
ceived several requests from
Cooperative trade organisa-
tions both in South-East Asia

‘and in the Western countries

with regard totrading partners.
In some cases samples were
enclosed with the requests,

All such requests have been
adequately dealt with by the

Regional Offices In some

cases the London Head Office

was requested to inquire from

the West European organisa-
tions whether they wete in-
terested to take up the trade.
In otber instances a Coopera-
tive in the West was directly
approached, Even if snch

contacts don't result in direct

trade, they can be valuable as
a source of information to the
Cooperative organisations io

South-East Asia.

( To be Continued)
et anass s Sr e

FAREWELL

The Vali East MPCS Union-
will give a farewell tomorrow
(16-4-67) to Mr. K. S. Ponnu-
thurai, formerly ACCD Jaffna
West and presently ACCD-
Mannar,

‘The Austrian

Consumer Coops
( Continued from page 2)

achievements but intend to
extend their activities, in parti-
cular in the field of non-fodd
goods, which are increasingly
in demand.

The question of creating =
right balance between the au-
tonomy of the co-operatives
and the necessary measures
taken by a central leadership
is a frequently discussed pro-
blem, but wvery difficult to
solve. As far as dividends,
investments, the appointment
of leading personnel, as well!
as special offers of commodi-
ties are concerned, Very useful’
and unanimous decisions and*
meacures have already been:
agreed upon, leading to close-
collaboration between the co-
operatives and their centralt
organisations and a concentra-
tion of forces. In other fields,
mainly as far as the concen=
tration of buying and the ad-
aptation of the co-operative
structure to the re-guirements
of our times is concerned, for
some time already efforts are
being made which have led to
fairly remarkable results.

v

e b e

Jaffna Supply Station Vahuppu Workers |

Co-operative Labour Society Lid.
No. 10, 1st CROSS STREET, —

First Co-operative Labeur Society
to be

Registered in J_aﬂ'na.

CONTRACT UNDERTAKEN :
. Handling and Transport in Jaffna Govi. Supply Station.
. Stevedoring in Cargo ships. '
. Bottling of Arrack in Excise Warchouse. \
. Transport of Food Stuffs between Supply Stations.

JAFFNA.

_ )
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The Amu Darya and Syr
Darya, ‘the biggest rivers of
Central Asia, stretch for hun-
dreds of kilometres. For more
than ten thousand years, over-
taking one another, they have
been carrying their murky
waters to the turquoise ex-
panses of the Sea of Aral,
Their banks are linéd with
dense groves of tugai. Blue
lakes are set in rings of dark
green reeds.

The Kyzyl-Kum  desert
spreads between the two rivers.
It seems that waves of a red
and yellow hue have sprung
up and frozen still. Their rapid
flight was arrested by the long
roots of Haloxylon, desert
acacia and saltworts which
have gripped firmly the sifting
sands. Odd desert grasses
have found refuge in the shade
of the ugly tree-trunks. The
sand waves even out by the
time they reach the river val-
leys of Akcha Daryaand Zha-
na Darya, Takyrs, flat like
tables and swept clean by
winds. A ramified network of
dead river beds with mounds
of blown-out river sand stret-
ching along them, And nearly
everywhere there jut out of
the sand the ruins of fortresses
and remains of irrigation can-
als, These silent witnesses tell
us that in ancient times rivers
had flowed through the dense-
1y populated valleys of Akcha
Darya and Zhana Darya.

The ancient inhabitants of
the valleys were engaged in
agriculture and livestock breed-
ing. But as a result of move-
ments of the earth’s crust the
river waters changed their flow

SEARCH IN THE DE

pasture amelioration and build- -

full-scale attack on the desert.
The routes traversed by geo-
logical surveyors wind through
the forbidding sands. The
desert s:lence was shattered by
the explosions of seismic
soundings. The psndulums of
gravimeters started swinging.
The profiles of vertical electric
soundings resemble taut str-
ings. Drilling rigs sprang up
towering over the sands and
takyrs. Drilling bits chewed

- into the ground and the first

core samples were placed into
narrow cases. Water spouted
from the deep wells.

The desert did not want to
give up its secrets. It fiercely
resisted the geologists: it
launched a counter-offensive
relying on the total absence of
roads, unbearable heat, lack

of water and winds. But Man

proved supreme. The struc-
ture of the bowelsof the Kyzyl-
Kum was deciphered by the
joint efforts of the Kara Kal-
pak geological prospecting
field crew and the geophysical
and hydrogeological trusts of
the Ministry of Geology of the
Uzbek Soviet Socialist Re-
public.

It was established that the
crystallineand metamorphosed
rocks of the Paleozoid found-
ation, that outcrop in the Sul-
tan-Uiz-Dag mountains, recede
gradually towards the Sea of
Aral. Near its eastern coast
they are found at a depth of
about two kilometres. On the
greater part of the Kyzyl-Kum
desert the Paleozoic rocks are
superimposed by sand sedi-
ments of an ancient sea of the
Cretaceous period. They are

by ¥. KOVALYOVY,
A Geologist

and became what is now known

-as the Amu Darya and Syr

Darya. Man left the waterless
valleys. The tugais and reeds
disappeared, their place being
taken by the twisted trunks of
the Haloxylon and the dark-
green shrubs of tamarisk. ...
For two thousand years the
ominous silence of the desert
was interrupted only by wail-
ing winds carrying clouds of
sand and dust.

The Kyzyl-Kum is pofenti-
ally very rich. The boundless
desert pastures can feed milli-
ons of sheep. The ancient
irrigated lands are a tremend-
ous reserve for expanding the
area planted. to cotton. But
to produce meat, wool, kara-
kul and cotton water is needed.
Canals fromriverscan be built
only into old valleys. And
they are being built. In the
past several years the zone of
irrigated agriculture has ad-
vanced ten kilometres deep
into the desert alorig the Akcha
Darya,

But what is to be done with
the scores of thousands of
square kilometres of desert
pastures ? For they cannot be
watered by surface waters, The
occasional wells with their
scanty resources of slightly
saline or saline water can
gquench the thirst of only a
comparatively small amount
of cartle. But extensive live-
stock breeding requires abund-
ant sources of water of a good
quality. Where is this water
to be found ? This had been
the paramount problem and it
‘has been solved.

Fuil-scale Attack
Ten years have passed since

geologists have launched their

covered by a very thick layer
of water-resistant clays, which
in its turn, is covered by the
sands forming the surface of
the desert, Contained in these
sands are mainly saline sub-
terranean waters little use of
which can be made. The pores
and fissures of the sand sedi-
ments lying under the water-
resistant clays contain the en-
tombed waters of the Cretace-
ous sea. The lower the sub-
terranean waters are situated
the more dissolved salts they
contain.

. The least saline upper layer
is not homogenous everywhere
as well, Analyses showed that
the further we move from Nu-
kusin a north-eastern direc-
tion the less will be the salt
contentin the water. This is
so because the sand sediments
of the Cretaceous period are
impregnated by the fresh wat-
ers of the Syr Darya which
flow into the Sea of Aral after
passing under tke desert. On
their way they push out the
interred waters of the ancient
sea. Besides, hot springs of
fresh water spout into the sandy
thickness of limestone through
fissures in the Paleozoic foun~
dation. Before reaching here
they had to traverse a tremen-
dous distance, starting from
the towering mountains of the
Tien Shan,

The slightly saline and fresh
waters of the upper part of the
water-carrying strata and the
zones of fissures are quite
suitable for the watering of
pastures, They burst to the
surface under high pressure
through the numerous wells
sunk by expeditions of the
Ministry of Geology of the
Uzbek SSR and the renublican

SERT

ing trusts.

Subterranean waters are used
not only -for the watering of
cattle. They also irrigate the
fields that inundate the vast
takyrs of the ancient Akcha
Darya valley. The biggest area
of artesian-well irrigation is
situated in the Tumarastau
territory. Hundreds of hec-
tares have been planted to
clover, cereals and melons
here, 250 kilometres from the
Amu Darya. Concrete troughs
ramify from the founting arte-
sian wells. Small neat houses
nestle in the shadow of wil-
lows.

Retreating Desert

The retreating desert is being
rapidly reclaimed. The num-
ber of wells is growing con-
stantly. The area of irrigated
agriculture is expanding. But
mention should also be made
of shortcomings and the bar-
baric exploitation of the arte-
sian wells. Many wells are not
fitted with hydrants and water
i3 uselessly spilled out of them,
forming reed-grown lakes. A
considerable part of these wat-
ersis not used and simply
wasted. The Board of Water
Resources of the Ministry of
Amelioration and Water Con-
servancy of the Uzbek Soviet
Socialist Republic is charged
with control over the proper
utilisation of subterranean
waters. But it is obvious that
it is not fully coping with its
task. The equipment of the
wells is gradually wearing out
and as a result some of them
have broken down completely.

The desert has been trans-
formed. Roads rolled smooth
by motor vehicles criss-cross
its boundless expanses.
monotonous- landscape of
sands and takyrs has been
pleasantly changed by settle-
ments surrounded with verdant
fields. Flocks of sheep now
graze where winds roamed
freely only several years ago.
And great credit for this goes
to the geologists, the people
who are transforming the coun-
tenance of our planet.

—Komsomolets Uzbekistana

Over Half a Lakh
Net Profit

The Jafina Cooperative Pro-
vincial Bank made a net profit
of Rs. 50,757/52 cts. for the
period 1-5.65 to 30-4-66.

This is revealed in the 37th
Annual Report of the Bank
présented by Mr. V. Subra-
maniam, the Hony. Secretary.

The report states that mem-
ber societies have expanded
their business in the year under
review. The Bank had given
out Rs. 661,652/86 cts. .as or-
dinary loans, Rs. 95,189,097/
14 cts. as cash credit loans,
Rs. 4,443,635/15 cts. as mar-
keting loans and Rs. 482,031/
00 cts. as special loans during
this period ; these figures re-
present an all-round increase
on the corresponding figures
for the previous year. The
Bapk’s Savings Deposits had
risen from Rs. 1,677,914/22 cts.
last year to Rs. 1,949,136/68
cts. this year. The report at-
tributes this to the opening up
of more branches which has
stimulated the savings habit
among rural people. From
1-5-67 an additional half per
cent will be paid as interest on
Savings Deposits and Fixed
Deposits.

The

The Building Coops

in Austria

(Continued from page 5)
tion as mutual building socie-
ties could, apart from eo-op-
eratives, be granted to other
legal personalities, mainly to
partnerships. and companies
with limited liability and to as-
sociations. Since all such en-
tities have to belong to an au-
diting society, the Austrian
Federation of Mutual Build-
ing, Housing and Settlement
Association constituted in
1946/47, is not merely a co-op-
erative auditing society in the
sense of the auditing regula-
tions. On the other hand, all
mutual building associations,
even if they are not co-opera-
tives, have to comply in their
business activity with the prin-
ciples of co-operative law. Au-
diting regulations apply to
them as well.

Contigpuous Growth

During the first ten post-war
years, the number of co-opera-
tives rose from 102 in 1943 to
248 in 1955 since when it has

receded to 206 at the end of

1965, Nevertheless, the num-
ber of dwellings built or, res-
pectively, administered by co-
operatives has grown continu-
ously from 15,958 in 1945 to
107,183 at the end of 1965.
All Austrian building co-op-
eratives fotalled 29,131 mem-
bers at the end of the Second
World War while, atthe end
of 19¢5, the total had risen to
115,596 members. In view of
the size and composition of
Austria’s
figures are remarkable when
compared with those of build-
ing co-operatives in other coun-
tries. Itis not surprising that
building co-operatives are lar-
ger in those provinces which
are the seat of numerous in-
dustrial enterprises, above all
in Vienna, Upper Austria and
Styria ; in the provinces where
agriculture predominates, the
numbers and achievements of
building co-operatives are
lower.

This survey shows. that the
activity of building co-opera-
tives has gained an ever grow-
ing importance for the housing
economy. The co-operative
principle of mutual economic
self-aid is still today the valid

population, these-

29TH ANNUAL
- GENERAL MEETING

The .29th Annual General
Meeting of the Maviddapuram
North Coop Credit Society
was held recently, with Mr, V.
Sinnathamby inthe chair. The
Secretary’s Annual Report was
adopted unanimously. The
society’s total assets add up to
Rs. 15,659/29 cts, and it’ now
operating withouta bank loan.

The following were elected
office-bearers : Messrs. V. Sin-
nathamby (Przsident), A. K.
Subramaniam(Vice-President),
V. Sivasubramaniam (Secre-
tary), S. Sivasithamparam
(Asst. Secretary) and A. Kan-
diah (Treasurer). A 4-mem-
ber executive committee was
also chosen.

BIGGER NET PROFIT
THIS TIME

The net profit for 1966 was
Rs. 40,137/47 cts. as against
Rs. 9,570/47 cts. in 1963, states
the fifth Annual Report of the
Mannar District Cooperative
Bank. The report goes on to
say that out of the profit, Rs.
36,799/48 cts. has been set off
against the loans written off as
a result of the frauds that took
place in the Bank between
1963 and 1964, It states thas
the police are taking action
against those responsible for
the frauds. The report covers
the period ° from 1-1-65—
31-12-66.

principle of housing in the
public interest which has to
fulfil primarily social tasks. .
Finally, in order to demons-
trate the importance of co-op-
erative building, it should be
mentioned that at present
roughly one dwelling in 18 is
in a house which is or was, or
in the case of settlement houses
and private dwellings whose
ownership has been transferred,
owned by a building co-opera-
tive, These 107,000 dwellings
are approximately equal to the
total number of dwellings in
the province of Tyrol—that is
many more dwellings than in
each of the provinces of Vor-
arlberg, Burgenland and Salz-
burg.
—1C A Journal

‘Phone : 896,

THE THENMARADCHY
M, P, C 55 UNION LTD,

Visit our Hardware Section for your
requirements of Building Materials.

We deal i :
ZAITOON BRAND ROOFING TILES,
ELEPHANT BRAND ASBESTOS SHEETS,
MOUSEHOLD ARTICLES, TEXTILES, TRUCK
& CAR TYRES, LOTUS BICYCLE TYRES, ETC.

Kandy Road,
Chavakachcheri.

\/

Towels,

EARN AN EAFY
RS. 150/- PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Suarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs,
Door and Window Curtains.

Available in lovely designs and enchanting colours at

Jaffna Co-operative Textile
' docieties Union,

10, CLOCE TOWER ROAD, JAFENA,

Pillow Cases,
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A STRIKING EXAMPLE
OF THE COOPERATIVE
WAY OF LIFE

[This newsletter finds me off
my beat; I venture to do so
in order to present to readers
a perfect, ideal example of the
Cooperative Way of Life as
practised successfully in Guje-
rat Siate, in India. A know-
ledge of what’s taking place in
the field of cooperation—the
gingle movement which has
pervaded all aspects of life
here—I feel, is essential for
one to realise the mighty force
that co-operation is and to
create an awareness of the
immense possibilitics therein.]

Twenty years ago . .. .the
farmer was groaning under the
heels of the moneylender, his
debts kept on mounting, his
life was miserable. To sup-
plement his income he kept
cattle and sold his milk to the
village milk shop — but the
fruits of his labour were large-
Iy exploited by the ubiqui-
tous middleman. -

A way out was suggested by
Sardar Vallabhai Patel—Orga-
pise yourself into a co-oper-
ative to protect your interests,
be said. Thus was born the
Kaira District Milk Producers’
Co-operative Union.  This
co-operative collected and des-
patched about 500 1bs. of milk
daily 1o Bombay.

Today there are 561 affili-
ated Milk Producers’ Co-oper-
ative in villages of the Kaira
District, As many as one lakh
and fifteen thousand farmers
are participating in this enter-
prise, which has helped them
considerably. The farmer gets
a remunerative price for his
milk and is assured of a steady
income.

. As the milk producer gets
cash payment for the milk he
delivers to the co-operative, he
is also to plan his budget. He
is able to provide food for his
cattle and also meet his daily
family needs. There is some-
thing else, too, he can look
forward to—a share of the
profit from the society at the
end of the year.

This is not all. There are
other benefits which flow to
the farmer and the village
community from this co-oper-
ative organisation. From the
profits of the societies certain
sums are allotted to charity
fund, cattle relief fund, build-
ing fund etc. Many social
welfare societies have been
launched or helped by these

PR Chlormbo Woslottor

L

co-operatives—thus have been
established schools, libraries,
dispensaries, health centres,
village water works etc.

During the last twenty years,
this co-operative venture has
brought about a silent re-
volution in Kaira District—
in its rural life and economy.
It has raised the level of the
dairy industry and also im-
proved the standard of living
of the farmers.

This co-operative organis-
ation is a dynamic one. A
seven-year plan to dcuble
milk production is already
under way.

There are various other fields
in which the Co-operative
Movement has made signi-
ficant strides here. In Ah-
medabad, nearly a thousand
Co-operative Housing Socie-
ties have been set up and
thousands of new houses have
been built.

Altogether about 2,600 Co-
operative Housing Co-oper-
atives have been registered in
Gujarat. They have built more
than 30,000 houses. Organised
originally for middle-class
people, the movement has

‘spread rapidly to the low-in-

come groups as well.

The Co-operative housing
movement has provided an
answer to the housing problem
of a congested city. It has
also influenced the social life
of the people.

In Gujarat, the number of
agricultural credit societies has
grown to 8,000, The Gujarat
State Co-operative Land De-
velopment Bank caters to the
farmer’s needs of long-term
finance for land improvement.
In 1965-66 it gave out Rs, 10
crore as loans.

The C-operative Movemeni
has extended to various other
fields including processing and
marketing activities. There are
78 co-operative cotion gin-
ning and pressing factories,
20 Co-operative oil mills and
12 Co-o0p. rice mills.

The sugar industry has been
entirely organised on a co-
operative basis; there are three
sugar factories operating and
two more are to come up soon.

In Gujarat, the total number
of Co-operatives is over 17,000.

Co-operation has thus taughs
thousands of people to work
together for the common weal
—and has given, the peasant
particularly an awareness of
strength.

‘95, Front Street,
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The ‘New Maths’
for Ceylon

" The “new maths’’—based
on an entirely new approach
1o the teaching of mathematica
—will be introduced for the
first time to Ceylonese teach-
ors in August. A team of Bri-
tish mathematics and science
teachers will be talking at
teachers’ vacation courses in
Colombo and Nuwara Eliya
under a scheme jointly arrang-
ed by Britain’s Ministry of
QOverseas Development and the
British Council.

The leader of the team, Dr.
W. J. Hughes, Lecturer in
Chemical Education, Univer-
sity of Liverpool, said in Lon-
don last week that he was only
just back from Ceylon, where
he had been discussing the sort
of information which would
be most useful.

“I went to Ceylonin August
1966 he said, *“and I think it
is a proof of the success of our
efforts to advise on the teach-
ing of science that we have
been asked to send a bigger
group of teachers this summer,

Nuffield Methods

““This August we will be cov-
ering Nuffield science teaching
methods—the new methods
based on the use of practical
experiments by the children—
and also the new maths”, Dr.
Hughes said.

The teachers accompanying
Dr. Hughes will be Mr. R. J.
Dennien, Head of Physics,
Stowe School, Mr. M. 3, Leach,
Mathematics Master, Leighton
Park School, - Mr. A. Massey,
Biology Department, Holio-
way Comprehensive School,
Mr. J. C. Mathews, Head of
Science, King Edward VII
School, Lytham, Mr, M. J. W.
Rogers, Housemaster, West-
minster School, and Dr. E. R.
A. Turner, Senior Lecturer,
Biology Department, St.Luke’s
College, Exeter.

Mr. A, E. Oram, Parliamen=
‘tary Secretary, Ministry of
Overseas Development, told
the 150 teachers who will be
attending tezachers’ refresher
courses in 17 countries this
summer: ** regard vour work
with teachers as one of the
most valuable parts of our ef-
forts to help the developing
countries to overcome one of
their most serious problems,
that of Education®.

Mr. Robert Morris, Director
of CREDO (Curriculum Res
newal and Educational Devel-
opment Overseas) told the
teachers that their experience
would be of great value to his
organisation.

— British Bulletin

VISITORS FROM
NEPAL

Five young cooperative offi-
cers from Nepal paid a visitto
the NDCEF recently. The Hony.
Secretary of the Federation,
Mr. S. Candiah, briefly out-
lined to them the Federation’s
activities.

The Nepalese who have
come to Ceylon under the
Colombo Plan to study Coop-
erative Management are: M.
P. Shrestha, G. P. Khanal, M.
Mishra, K. Mandal and D. P.
Parajuli. They spent twelve

days in Jaffna on a practical -

study tour, visiting several co-
operative institutions,

Gtie Local Sc

= Surveyed by RAY

AGRICULTURAL
EXHIBITION

After 16 years, Jaffna will
again witness 8 mammoth
agricultural exhibition. The
District Co-ordinating Com-
mittee and the District Apgri-
cultural Committee are busy
organising an  agricultural
exhibition scheduled to run
from July 27—31 at St. John’s
College Grounds. Earlier it
was planned to hold an agri-
cultural cum industrial exhi-
bition but now the accent will
be on the agricultural part of
it, This fits in with the step-
ped up food drive and will
serve to introduce pew crops
and the latest scientific know-
how to cultivators.

Several embassies, firms,
local organisations and depart-
ments will be participating in
the exhibition. There will be
two sets of stalls — Exhibition
stalls and Competition Stalls,
The Exhibition Stalls will be
mostly departmental stalls:
the depts. participating are the
Cooperative, Marketing, Agri-
culture and Agrarian Depts.
The NDAPC Union too will
run an Exhibition Stall. There
will be about 10 Competition
Stalls: the competition will
be run for each D. R.O. Divi-
sion and the District Winners
will be selected from the bess
of each D. R. Q. Division. It's
likely that either the P. M, or
the Minister of Agriculture
and Food will open the exhi-
bition. An attractive souvenir
is being got ready and Mr.
Wesley Chelvaretnam, Public
Relations Officer, who’s edit-
ing it has appealed for contri-
butions, He has also requested

-firms dealing in agricultural

products to contribute liber-
ally, by way of advertisements,
towards the publication of the
souvenir, as the organisers
propose to sell it at a nominal
rate.

Further particulars could
be obtained from Mr. A.
Sivasithamparam A, C. A. S.
and Mr. D, W. Chelvaretnam
P.R.O., the Joint Secretaries.

VALVETTITURAI

What was it that led to the
explosion at Valvettiturai, re-
sulting in the death of one
person and several others be-
ing injured 7 Only an impartial
Commission of Inquiry can
tell us and 1 hope the
Prime = Minister  consents
to appoint such a Commission
to go into the whole matter.
The needlegs violence and
brutality directed at the

Tamils should be stopped once

and for all.

WANTED — A SITE

That an Industrial Estate
modelled on the lines of the
one at Ekala, should be set up
in Jaffna has been agreed up-
on in principle. But where
site it? That is the question
racking the brains of the autho--
rities. Recently Mr. Vernon
Abeysckera, G. A. Jaffoa,
summoned a conference to go
into this. Atchuvely, Vallai,
Yal_:kachi. Kaithady, Navat-
kuli, Chunnakam, Thinnevelly
and Kondavil were some of
the places suggested. A
Atchuvely there is sufficient
Crown land. The acquisition
of private land entails delay
and expenditure go the odds
are on a place where there is
sufficient Crown land. No
final decision has been made
yet and another conference is
likely to be summcned a1 the
end of the month. Meanwhile
a sketch of the proposed In-
dustrial Estate is being pre-
pared to be sent to Colombo.

IN TAMIL

The Sccretary to the Treags
ury has informed the G. A.
Jaffna that District Co-ordie
nating Committee and Districs

Agricultural Committee meet-

ings can be held in Tamil But
the minutes should be kept in
the official language, with a
Tamil translation.
small favour, much thanks.

SIDDHA HOSPITAL

Siddha Medicine will get a
boost when the Siddha Ayur-
vedic Hospital and Research
Institute is set up at Navatkuli
goon: land has already been
acquired for the purpose. This
will be patterned on the Ayur-
vedic Research Institute at
Nawinpa.

BRANCH OF LAKSALA

~ The Govt. Agent, I'm told,
is on the lookout for a suit-
able building for a branch of
Laksala to be opened at
Jaffna.

WIRE THEFTS

Thefts of telephone wire are
on the increase in Jaflna, In
recent times wire worth nearly
Rs. 25,000/~ has been stolen.
Suspicion has fallen on certain
ex-Postal Dept. employees.
The S. P, Jaffna, Mr. R. Sun-
deralingam recently summoned
a conference to explore ways
of putting a stop to this.

For this .

Salary : Rs. 30/-

WATCHERS

Applications are invited for the posts of Watchers in
the Jaffna Cooperafive Provincial Bank Ltd.

Qualifications: (1) J.S.C. or Std. VIII preferably with a pass
in English and Tamil, -
(2) Age 35—45.
(3) Ability to use fircarms,
Rs. 105/-

before the 15th of May 1967.

”

/

5th April 1967. v

26X Rs.2and 1 xRs. 3
with C.L.A. & S.L.A. at Govi. rates,

Applications should reach the undermentioned on or

Hony. Secretary,
J.C.P. Bank Ltd.

Printed by Nicholas James at St. Joeeph’s Catholic .Press, Main
Street, Jaffna and published by the Northern Diwvision Co-operativer ™, X

Rederation Led., Main Street, Jaffns.
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