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Another Brutal Shake In
Mullaitivu

! I Yhe day after the 2004 Christmas celebrations was a

heartbreaking day for the whole world. On this day, all of

humanity witnessed the catastrophic and the terrific power of
nature in the form of tidal waves in the Indian Ocean. This brutal
tsunami tidal wave disaster caused by the Sumatra earthquake has
brutally devastated thousands of lives in the costal zones around
Sumatra. In our country, these tidal waves have impressed blood-
spattered footprints along the Eastern and Southern costal belt. In Sri
Lanka, it is clearly visible that Mullaitivu has been one of the most
highly affected costal lands, having lost so many lives and means of
livelihood and properties in a matter of a few minutes.

The Importance of Mullaitivu

The costal belt of Mullaitivu has been a very prominent region in
different periods of history for several reasons. Firstly it is known for
its natural seaboard and fishing enterprises. The main entrance to the
costal city of Mullaitivu opens at an ancient bridge called
“Vadduvahal Bridge”, which itself clearly pronounces this costal line
asa fishing industrial region.

As the town, being very near the seashore gives a seductive attraction
forall who arrive there. The Catholic churches and the Hindu temples
all around this costal scene are landmarks representing the religious
faith of the people. Further more, the government sectors and their
noticeably big buildings as weil as the renowned school
Mu/Mullaitivu Mahavidiyalam, which was started as a branch
English school of St.Patrick's college Jaffna, and later became a
government school in 1©54, other primary schools all around would
show that this is the prime town of the district. On the other hand, the
human settlements with gorgeous houses all around the villages have
indicated the immense sea industrial livelihood of the people.
However, today all its attractiveness is nowhere to be found.
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Details of the damages for fishermen in tsunami
disaster in Mullaitivu

1) No. of displaced fishermen families 3,306
2) No. of displaced fishermen family members 16,033
3) No. of deaths reported among the fishermen families 1,081
4) No. of damages of the fiber glass boats 1,573
5) No. of damages of the out motor 1,627
6) No. of damages of the Traditional crafts 242

7) No. of damages of the sea seine 108

8) No. of damages of fishing nets 4,500

It is very unfortunate, agonizing and unbearable; that
this town has faced fatal destructions from time to

time in its history. Recently two major destructions
have been experienced.

Mullaitivu, being geographically an important locality for the
coastal link up of the North and East of Sri Lanka, it has eventually
become prominent in the political scene. Additionally it is also very
evident that the nature of the coastal line and the eastern end of the
international ocean near the Mullaitivu coast add to the political
concern nationally and internationally. We may also say that the
contour of the coastal region of Mullaitivu was the main reason for
the devastating Tsunami destruction in Mullaitivu.

The first brutal devastation in Mullaitivu occurred in 1990. It was
during this year that the Sri Lankan military forces had taken control
of the area. The natives of Mullaitivu easily recall the severe loss of
lives and livelihood to this very day. This military operation
launched by the Sri Lankan forces against the Tiger armed forces was
named “Thentral in the sea”. When the government forces captured
this region, there were brutal killings, arbitrary arresting and
absolute devastations. People were displaced; leaving behind all.
livelihood properties and personal possessions. The government
controlled the ruined and abandoned Mullaitivu town. It was a big
loss for the people; lost of lives, livelihood, properties, belongings,
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school and education, and previously a peaceful living by the sea
under the secure political administration of the Tigers. The sea,
which had been believed to be the source and the summit of
Mullaitivu had regrettably created a political vulnerability for the
people of this region. Until 26" of December, 2004 the people of
Mullaitivu, might not have thought or even dreamed that the same
sea would create a natural vulnerability in the form of the tsunami
tidal waves. '

In 1996, July 7th, this town was, to a large extent privileged to be
liberated again by the Tigers as the result of a terrific attack at the cost
of many heroes' lives. The people of this town had been expecting the
day of liberating their homeland with so many anticipations.
Everybody in this city is well aware of how hard the whole
community had been working to rebuild Mullaitivu after liberation
towards its earlier attractiveness and immensity up until 26
December 2004. The administrative sectors, the fishing industries,
agricultural industries, businesses and education were all motivated
towards this one ultimate endeavor. In the educational venture, our
school Mu/Mullaitivu Mahavidiyalayam, as everyone knows, had
been working extremely hard to attain its own target goals. Recently
our school had succeeded in achieving top of grades in many
additional extra curricular endeavors not only in the district level but
in the provincial level as well.

Unfortunately, the town was for the second time extremely ill fated.
The day after the Christmas 2004, each and everyone was
traumatized in a matter of a few minutes. It was at 8.45 that all of
Mullaitivu city heard an unexpected horrifying and thunderous blast
in the sea. Everybody along the coastal expanse who heard the
dreadful roaring says that they thought the sound was a bomb
explosion in the sea. Many say that they were reminded of the terrible
sea operations of 1990s. In a few seconds, the huge tidal waves
rushed all the way through the land for one Kilometer. There were
loud cries across the entire town. People sering the gigantic tidal
waves from the sea, reaching over the palmyrah trees and coconut
trees and the houses by the sea and even over the huge dome of
St.Peter's church alongside the sea beach pitilessly destroying its

-~ 76 ~



structures, started running out of their houses and buildings
screaming in horror. Many couldn't understand how these immense
waves could enter into the land all of a sudden.

However little miracles did happen. Thanks to the providence of God,
a group of about a thousand people gathered at a small shrine of
St.Joseph in front of the petrol shed, half a mile away from the
seashore to celebrate the feast of the Holy Family during Sunday
mass, was saved. -

Religion No of worships
damaged

Christian R.C 15

Hindu 19

Muslim 01

Total 35 2

Total cost of damage Rs.160.0 Mn

Consequences of the Tsunami Disaster

It was horrible and pathetic to see how within a matter of a few
minutes the gorgeous villages in Mullaitivu had lost more than 3,300
lives. Among them 1,560 were women, 1,290 were able men and 498
were the school aged children. Many are still missing and are being
searched for. More than two thousand were severely injured. Many
mothers fought against the waves to save their children and had
finally sacrificed their lives for their loved ones. Many were caught in
the immense water but in the end had lived to share their unique
experiences of how they thought that the end of the world had arrived
and how all of Sri Lanka had drowned in the water and how only they
had been saved.
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Details of Deaths by Tsunami-Mullaituvu

District
No. of deaths Registered till
24.03.2005
Age Male Female  Total
1. Over20years 826 994 1,820
2. 20-25 Years 151 201 352
3. 15-10 years 217 256 473
4. 10-05 years 97 112 209
5. Below 05 years 498 498
Total 3,352

5,800 families were left standing on the road, having lost their homes
and belongings. More than 1,600 children were crying over their
deceased parents' bodies. Young and old, men and women were
howling over their dead partners and siblings. Everyone was
lamenting for their loved ones. Everyone was weeping at the
seashore, all along the roads, at churches and temples, at hospitals, at
welfare centers, at relatives' homes and at cemeteries. Everybody was

in search of their loved ones too.
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The Tsunami of
December 26" of
2004 has left
permanent scars on
Mullaitivu. Many
buildings such as
schools, temples,
churches, and
houses have been
smashed up and
ruined.




Schools damaged in the disaster
a) Fully damaged -03 Schools
School Place
Mu/ Mullaituvu MV Mullaituvu Town
Mu/ Mullalituvu RCTMS Mullaituvu - Town
Mu/ Kallappadu GTMS Kallappadu, Mullaituvu
b) Partially damaged —11 Schools

A community's soul has been traumatized. Widows and orphan
children left behind, nature degraded, palmyra trees and other
valuable trees dying, beaches washed off and roads and bridges
damaged, lands and resources polluted and extreme draw backs in
health and education: These and many more are the instances of the
havoc caused by Tsunami.

Details of the affected houses

No. of houses fully damaged within buffer

zone 3,011
No. of houses fully affected beyond buffer

zone 2,022
No. of houses partially damaged beyond buffer zone 424
Total 54571
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Families affected

Details Families Members
a) No. families directly affected 5,827 22,602
b) Public servants affected 589 589
c¢) families economically affected 1,005 4413
Total 7421 27,604

This disaster has not only killed so many lives and caused confusion
but also it had changed our lives for years. Our livelihood destroyed,
family units very much strained, our religious and social values very
much questioned or thrown away, a sense of personal, family and
community's security lost, weaknesses like alcoholism becoming
more prominent etc. The whole of Mullaitivu has to be rebuilt. Many
say recovery will take several years.

Wider Humanity's Response

The way the whole country reacted without any discrimination and
without any inhibitions to this immense disaster reveals something
important about human beings. It reveals that we are capable of
reacting with sympathy and heroism towards the others who are in
need, especially in circumstances like the one described above. The'
world has proved that the feeling of wanting to reach out and help
those in distress comes to man naturally. The young and the old
overseas came together to collect money even by the roadside in
absolutely icy cold weather, so that those affected could receive
water, food and clothing without delay.

N %“ ! “_'_-';"" -




The Involvement of the Non-Governmental
Organizations

The N.G.Os such as TRO, HUDEC (Vanny Jaffna), CARITAS,
SLRC, FORUT, ZOA, SOLIDAR, SEVALANKA, CARE, SEED,
T.E.A. S/SLF, WORLD VISION, ALLIANCE RELIEF, GTZ, FAO,
UNICEF, SAVE THE CHILDREN, OXFAM, F.R.R.P of Germany,
Norwegian R.Council etc. and other Catholic and Christian Mission
institutions are giving their humanitarian support. The services such
as damage clearing, providing food and clothes, taking care of
transitional centers, water supply and sanitation, taking care of
children in schools and orphanages, programming temporary and
permanent houses and roads, providing boats and nets etc. are
undertaken successfully. :

No matter what support the ones affected by the Tsunami get it will
take an extremely long time for the broken hearts to be healed. This
disaster has caused the ruin of marriages, loss of hope, and increased
rate of suicide. The immensity and extent of heartbreak is
immeasurable. One of the grave problems is that the family”
structure is deeply disturbed. Children are left to live without
parent(s) and parents are left to live without children. Some children
are living without their age mates and siblings. The network of social
relationships has broken. The number of widows and widowers has
increased. Moral and health-related problems are popping up in the
welfare centers and the temporary shelter camps.

Details of the families are Residing at the
Transitional welfare centers who are affected by

Tsunami as at 05/05/2005

a) No. of transitional welfare centers =21
b) Total no. of families at the welfare centers -2,124
¢) No. of persons in the welfare centers -8,212

d) No. of families directly affected with friends and relations -3,703
e) No. of directly affected persons with friends and relations -14,390
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The sea terror is going to spell Iong -lasting psychologlcal problems in
children and elders unless there is some serious counseling help and
follow up. Some of them are disposed to post-traumatic stress
disorder. Some people are suffering from depression, sleeping
disturbances, loneliness, and alcoholism.

Besides these social and psychological problems, the education of
children has been badly hampered. Hundreds of school-goers have
lost their lives due to tsunami. School buildings have been swept
away by the waves. Children have lost their textbooks and other
learning materials. Furniture at school has been damaged. Therefore,
neither the external environment nor the state of mind of the students
isconducive to study.

There is a great task and responsibility commissioned on each and
every individual in Mullaitivu to work hard towards its development.
The government sector officers, the non-governmental organizations,
religious mission oriented institutions and individuals of this region
need to dedicate sincerely towards this great goal. Putting our trust in
God who will guide us towards our destiny and in each and everyone
in the community for mutual support, we will march towards the goal
of a glorious and peaceful life in Mullaitivu.

[Rev.Fr.Arulappan Robinson Joseph, Teacheq

615l BLBSCHT il BeIpTEtar BHLbSSI
6% BLESPCHT DiFH HBTHEGM gﬁl_m.ﬂmgu
9@ BLEGCT SiFeb Baprsta mLSEGWD’
UsaudH BenH-

82



Wi HSEOrE WD
@bsl  Curme owssSHa  CuTsl  EMBUSD
SIMLBS, 6og Ur_greney Afwur o1 Cuirdsid
Copauren oeitsefisn ST Hmwog. ‘DidGUL ol
udsevlin eifersab Bd LgTisHslsaEnmD

crivgy S@IELTY DErofed Sorribi
- CuraritEsS50 SBHHGLITOr
. aIGlams SLOTIIESAEBSD
SopaIgr Hoswurar SarubHons




SRGUTMsOUTOT 1Forert opL L b
SDBEUTOT SIDIBIL AITDHTILISO

aumpell Bisenen Bobs 1B  (&EIbSssd SUT(LDLD
IB16m 60 Uf gui1d & B 1O LI & a1l &) DI H& &6
Ruissammaid  gHulL FiéaBamenyd @) ey
Bleneud @& & SEBMLILIL L Losifl & LD 50T %1 & 67 661
DIUOBIBEMENUID D _MIBENT  HERT(LPEHT PRSHE FHmE
AbFbs Dem0deCnsi.

T BOLUSHD  Hmeveuemal,  HemevallaniLl Blpia
smevailullss, Hemsvauallsnr  saflsnioulsrmso SJBUBLD
FppnuE  FCslmer.  @Heitsd UT&lea i L
LITe0HGIH(Eh FhigsiT.

& Guyeneoullsh LITEBSLILL L auirSsit v islufled giosmio
SIDL[B&H! Hewl_LiLsmimbis s GUIT(IDLD Wlemen,

F GbousHmans  UNCETBSS  Blamsoulsy - BigBuw
Beh&Cloe g  aflpusner 116 60 IR & 611 60
HEhFIDLYGHHBSHIG6N DL6vTIaH6N.

& AT B 2 M6y amsl Bengwims ESluieuf &erf L 1H
sichFAIBLLG  Dienwaulsiisnio, allfsa), o L&
Senfibal @eMuliohal BuTsn BHesvssit w1 FGLo.

& GBTsnend GBTMeSHSHeTEST AITGSIOIBEH|  ommeiT
CFTHEIbBMeT DILSHNEH 6D, 2IBSHMT ClFTsEisasamnsn
SleddyCursd  GFussd  Glnsim FIlxEHeriad
FlaGaWIYHBGID Hlansvsnio,

F Homevenl  10BbH  RoliSsmend  HTma) GUTLD
(PWIID BB LIRS EHSE &1L QUTGSTTSIY Benavasit
HEDLHBHEVEOTE D 6iTaNsmLD,

% Gousmevsumiii]  SiBBeuTEafar Glauligll  GuEgdSsT,
Clustise gl CuiTamiise, SITEmHeL UITTT 1
Fros’ BUBLTEID Fyisil Fupsis.

& SIMUBMSWILD BUDHS SIMTENSUITSBLILIL L DHL|F
Fimnirssile iausumsmsv.

& GUBGBITEmeT  @ipHH 2AbsHaUTTE0 LTl
UCLTEOND ~ oenisefisn  Gambsll  senensemsil
ugmoflss  Qeirsamst  Coumansa SIDTHSID 10155

o



BiensouigVisiTen WwenmhisEnHD BHobsaHEHTE Cauidsime.

& SiFlafsHHeumbD Fgen Sedlyluitshissi, 2 bz GuTe
2 _6IENMMIBEHLET 2 6l SMBaaibaml. 2 6I0TH  §heé
LO@IBEGID  Hleme.

& QUUUbsmsNs STHE@EL wiael weamkssisd gGam &1
s160) ysnllss Hisnsoulsh 2 _somauml Seoalld GFsoaiib.

@ QIERSULGL 2 _sellusimsmend OsTeti® 2 sosund
SUTDEMS AIMY (WD Hev aTalTeren BHTE:sHBImaUTSSI.

@ (WaMbssied Aeflon’ L FIsmeTub LT sossmemud ged, ge
Wil @Bhu, sups, SevelF CruBUTHEEHSEE L ulm
alflsnsnelld@Eid Fev sefluim LesaTyissi. ‘

“welg! wamissisr wramlmanuyb EHEISMSLID
esiiemiled UemBasnB8s......

p&EES Hiemibal alB SieueorisamenT

BLbHmal BLbHenanunsBa Gmabs G
eSSl 61 (P&TBaIDL....... pWsTIHOSTaHCLUl(.....
LoMBpens STenTEB6 HLHGW.”

QFsveusst. Bldaei
S, 12
o ST R

2_meysemen aueniisHel 2 ulmsien FupHTuGHHBEG
2 mSesETEUGUID............

~85 ~



SO L R

© 9

10.

2

12.

13.

14.

15,

16.
17

18.

19.
20.

2L
o
B -

=23

26.

20,
28,

29.

UBSUIT AU 2 _HeTEBTID
BLIgIaIiSBeT.....

UNICEF - sy& &mubp Bmeueid
HUDEC - CARITAS - eusitefl (W osmm
wral L wels (WaGabp HBHNeUID)
CARE - oijF arfubm  Hlmpieueid

ZOA - o5 Friubm HipeusD

WORLD VISION - sg& anfubp Bimeusid
SEVA LANKA - o5 gmnudp mmpeued
SALVATION ARMY - sopF smiubm

B misueLD

OXFAM - a5 aniuds Himpieued
SAVE THE CHILDREN - sy& anfubmn
BmIsuend

Wmp 1osdm el &HEHTe0HES
51@&&su)uujlarr ST

wra L QFwssh - @sosmsug,ﬁm]
SHIHMBLUUBDIS Sal BMeYF FmIBLD
SMISODUUBDIS SLD Qamdleomet
Fnl_(BO6YF SIS

Mr. Antony Charles (Cube Food Inc. Canada)
OIS Bieurs Bxeneu

Lorewieul  SieMLDLIL

g,:ﬁ];ﬁ@ &sLM Ledlssit

UG SeVaTLl LisHioenel  (LpsLemeEH &6y
(PELEMEVH B  MEUHHILIFTENED

HB. & GOHGOITRT (susvSS60a
LiemflLILT6T)

DIALOGUE GSM

Gar/ubusotily Bbsisssogur
wle_eLwnisl @ s ellsSuireound
(pleupmriienst waT allGSwmeownd
(W/OFbTMEY ST SNHSILITEOWID
W/OsTESmml £1.5.6. UTLFTens0

W/ (pSHMBWTB_[B SI.5.6 UTLFTEN60

(p/ oiembLIed Gpr.&.LITL FTemeD

o UWIURIGTD RIGSHSHEMSHWD, LBIEGLOHSETHID

=il



30.

31
32.
35,
. 34,

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.
40.
41.

42.

43.

44.
45.

46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52
53

54.
55.
56.

LT&LT enwsbash Bosh

QUi GEBWLLD - C&TIDLLSHHIMDB

2 606 Usubensudsns H6emguws Boemeu

Sl uewil. snbllwirgnieroLlsiienem  (Lossenmir)

waienmt LIrengss Gy

SipLluent. Corener - LIEBESPERLEN GERMANY
SiBLUeRl. Guuberd LSHemHi - (LpsLsmeD
Leurtsumipe)ls  Liswild@ap

Bflevgiobens Baerehiss - Gamupibly

SIGLuswl. eiLallel FoybsIm - SGwAHsT
SimLuswi. GpsHGert - Guiiismd

S uewil. Guiedlen Nymeirdlerd - 6v6wTL 60T
SiBLU6nT. SiBeOfls - (LBIGSHSHMSUD LMIG
&HBEHD - Il LSHEH)

SipLuenll. Wl Bléaar (LnigSHShnsLwn
LRIGLO&SHEHD - SIDLTLD)

SIBLUGH UL DIDeOSHTED (LIRIGSHSHIMBULD
URIGLOHBEHD - SIEMDLT60)

SIBLUD. Ciggwifeosdt - euenell u&FSIod G
SIBLURT. JTEARISD (URGSSHMSULD LBIGISESEHLD
- HLPIOMIGTED)

sUUEFFE gipallsst Fou - GsTpibL

P HeGELUS Sl Femu - WTPLILITeLD
&Ceudllelr GLrer GumerbGasr - BiGsTIYLDY
BeveuTWweT GHIpallseT U - GQETEpLbL

SenCuFlwen sipalder FoL - QBTIPDL OTETERID
(PLEmEVd  BEVA UGV 2_6TTEU6TTES HISHERTLITETTSH6T
SimLuenl. Fhalrer siehdelBCmr iflerd- &edGumeiuim
Gasvsustl. Gganall (QBTLypis S, Gemupbl])
HMEUEUT/QFWEOTENT  HEMEY HEOTEFNY DIEHLOWILD (®emLK)
el seoWwITewT SHbSHTLD-CBTIpibL

gerolent (GeuefipI Bl uH&Msnaswireir)

57 Qzsvell. siGeun (semLm)

38.

39.

Qaevel. waIT (HeILT)
Hb. el OguisGLTT (QBTeveaiL )

L
We are very @gira&égful to you All

~87 ~



sy Biart CuprFTiul DofiDEBoL. .. . ..

* ELbs EbUT 26 b SHed SLISHTT Hebsmta
BLIG@GET  gpulL  usbuored  afCrrdoreaied
GurLiul L SemiGen® Burew  eilig  @e0LgF
SEGeH  FHSmw Geveflwrs s urgllenu
IBUGHSUIHESBE.

* FonSHIT SaIpHe0 LS ANHSLOTGEHEIE] BLLISE6T
1,300 &.15. senpib 200 &.15. imeopd Gsremi. Gl
Lilensy symuL_(Beisngl.

* @i UTdlLl S Sol BEeT 2 gabd GLSHe0 uinow
S5l BEs 15 15BpT SemeysE 2 WihSmsESnal.
AlusbLsSHBGUsT 600 SLeeumel  LlaTaIgeyssiT
gL (B6IT6rmant. g6l Glaumed miLh @M S 60T (B
Qeugliybes &b, @ weob sLedsr Cuburilied
omemhls  Qappltisst o _@arsing. S
QaubfLgemns Hitn Qeusfossrbp CuTaISTE) Dlgbsig
STHBHBUPHS HTPEY LDEBIL 60D 2 _(HEUTSBESI.

* Guau Woulesr siFs 2.5 G, sTlihsId spHFCasid
2,676  eowdGrm  eflenrgsenied  SFHsMbsIApsTETSI.
BHEMed @ [BrenendE 24 wenllCHnbd eala FhpIs
GEPBUILD.

* Glysbugsted  ellufiiiy mﬂm&mm- SifasfHal
Cuanisamet @IPULSTE0 HTOMEUID CLISIEIBE.

* @NysbUGSET  Uals, SIbeTLgs, BLigH SHL6D
ugHset  S@ThE T, &HsfEm  LweOSeN
2 _(mEUTHILETT6NE.

* o FTBSIHE G 1,101 LenpLl  [Blen6vsH &5

&\ 1Lo LI &b e T 50T L (55 & B &l DB M Buipmel
Buiflaumeit HlgdHeBe0TLO.
: LDIT 01 6T 6T
. S - 12
auir & msLiLfley

~ 88 —



Hoar

.
3

T

"

o - S i

SRR A ,b.?ffu% p g T

3







	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)
	1 (29)
	1 (30)
	1 (31)
	1 (32)
	1 (33)
	1 (34)
	1 (35)
	1 (36)
	1 (37)
	1 (38)
	1 (39)
	1 (40)
	1 (41)
	1 (42)
	1 (43)
	1 (44)
	1 (45)
	1 (46)
	1 (47)
	1 (48)
	1 (49)
	1 (50)
	1 (51)
	1 (52)
	1 (53)
	1 (54)
	1 (55)
	1 (56)
	1 (57)
	1 (58)
	1 (59)
	1 (60)
	1 (61)
	1 (62)
	1 (63)
	1 (64)
	1 (65)
	1 (66)
	1 (67)
	1 (68)
	1 (69)
	1 (70)
	1 (71)
	1 (72)
	1 (73)
	1 (74)
	1 (75)
	1 (76)
	1 (77)
	1 (78)
	1 (79)
	1 (80)
	1 (81)
	1 (82)
	1 (83)
	1 (84)
	1 (85)
	1 (86)
	1 (87)
	1 (88)
	1 (89)
	1 (90)
	1 (91)
	1 (92)

