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This Essay won the 3_:';2‘ prize in the Essay (Junior) contest
organised by the NDCF in connection with International Coop-

erative Day 1971. ;

My School Garden

In my school therearea
number of flower gardens
and vegetable gardens.
The one that captivates

one’s eyes is the flower .

garden which is near the
entrance.

It is a circular one sur-
rounded : by Madras-

~throns all neatly pruned

by our school gardener.
In the centre there is a
fountain and a lotus
pond. There are white
and pink Jotuses.

We havae very many
flowering plants all neat-
ly arranged inside the
circle.
have different types of
rosos. There are pink
rose, button hole roses,
black prince, red and
yollow roses etc. On ano-
ther side are rows and
rows of Cannas yellow
ones, red ones and spotted

On one gide we-

ones. There are different
coloured shoe flowers too.
Besides there are arches
Jasmines.

In the mornings and
evenings when the garden
is in bloom butterflies of
different hues and with
lovely spotted wings will
be seen busy flying from
one flower to another,
and from one flower bed.
to another {flower bed
The sweet odour of
Jasmines and roses fill
the air. Honey suckers
and other small birds
can be seen flattering
from one flower to ano-
ther.

Our gardener who is
a well built tall man wat-
ers our gardens and cares
for it alone. He will not
let boys to water it. We
boys have different class
gardens for which our
agricultural master gives
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us soeds, plants and cutt-
_ings. :

When we have func-
tions, ourgardener prou-
dly supplies flowers for
garlands and bougquets.
We studernts as well as
teachors and tho principal
feel happy when visitors
and guests pass good ro-
marks about our school
garden.

Now the higher class
boys have started to do
grafting on an oxtensive
scale. Perhaps in the near
future thero will be many
new gralted plants.

DER I GLd

In a school there
ghould be a fine garden.
For, it gives one who
enters the school & good
feeling not about God and
creation. A walk in a
garden always takes
away our worries and
eares. BSick peopls too
find joy when they arc
presented with flowers.
I hope our school garden
will be maintained well
through the ages, giving
happiness to the many
who comos in eontact
with it according the to
saying “A thing of be-
auty is a joy for ever'.
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‘Keenly Interested in Common Man’s Welfare’

I had the opportunity to
meet Mr. R, C. S. Cooke for
the first time at a Working
Committee meeting of the
Northern Division Coopera-
tive Federation I attended
in July 1970 soon after I as-
sumed duties as Commis-
sioner of Cooperative Devel-
opment. During the course
of the discussions Mr. Cooke
impressed me as one keenly
interested in the welfare of
the common man. Later I
learned that Mr. Cooke
had served as an officer in
the Cooperative Department
in various capacities for a
period of 32 years and re-
tired as a Senior Assistant
Commissioner in 1959, There
are several Cooperative So-
cieties he had organised in
the North, such as the Vali-
gamam East Plantain Sales
Society, Kamadchchiambal
Industrial Society and sev-
eral others which are conti-
nuing to do yeoman service
to its members. These socie-
ties could be considered as
monuments of Mr. Cooke’s
contribution to the econo-
mic well being of the people.

Though Mr, Cooke retired
from government service in
1959, he did not opt to spend
his period of retirement in
leisure or for personal bene~
fit. In 1960 he functioned
as the Principalof the Jaffna

Cooperative Training School
and from 1962 to 1965 he
undertook a responsible as-
signment by the LL.O. of
organising a Cooperative
Bank for Northern Nigeria.
After his return from abroad
he was contributing his know-
ledge and vast experience to
the Movement in general and
in particular to the jaffnaCo-
operative Provincial Bank,
NDCF and the Jaffna Mala-
yalam Tobacco Society as a
Director in each of these
institutions.

He started his career as a
Cooperator and worked till
the end as a Cooperator. He
had personal contacts with
me as the President of the
Jaffna Malayalam Tobacco
Cooperative Society which
is presently engaged in beedi
manufacture and I observed
him as a man of action with
a keen sense of duty and
dispassionate outlook. Till
the last he was sacrificing
his time and energy for the
economic and social uplift-
ment of the poor through
cooperation, The demise of
such 4 sincere cooperator
is a loss to the Movement.

May his life of service be
an example to others.

R. G. G. O. GUNASEKERA,
Commissioner of Cooperative
Development & Registrar of

Cooperative Societies.
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