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Requre Uroent Assistance—

" Norwegian Psychiatrist
Tells Pressmen in Jalfna

“The symptoms detected on persons affected by the on - going war
re mentally affected are complicated. The

minds of the people

are affected due to their living under traumatic circumstances. They
Tequire assistance on the basis of socio - mental health in addition to
other assistance such asin agriculture and trade. FORUT proposes to
inaugurate a project for this purpose”, -so' said Dr. Harold Repeyescord,

' The Chief Psychiatric Ex-

pert of a leading Psychiatric '

‘Clinic in Norway, Dr, Harold
‘Repeyescord, who has come
on a shert visit to Jaffna
and is presently examining
children who have been psy-
chologically affected, speak-
ingat a Press Conference held
on the evening of May 17th,
further said:-

“People affected by the
war have experienced several
tragedies. Families have lost
their Wage - earners,  Many
more have got displaced.
The war has affested all
strata of society. Since the
war is continuing, the num-
ber of afflictions too wjll
increase. In countries likeIraq,
peace has| returned follow-
ing the war but here the war
is continuinz and 4s such
there is likelihood for cases
of mental Eaf’fliclions too.

“I Jhave  inspected camps
set up for displaced in
Point | Pedro arza. Conditions
prevailing It'hcrc_ are deplor-
able. Residential facilities are
not satisfactory. Sanitary and
health conditions are not
properly maintained., Camps
have been set |up in open
places, where one | cannot
take coveriunder any shade,
It is very difficult  to live
under such circumstances.
Private fanily life too stands
affected, 'Such deplorable
conditions  do not  prevail
anywhere else in the world
even in refugee camps f. ounc]
in war - ravaged countries,

“1 have visited Camps and
Towns affected by the war
and am collecting statistics,
In pursuange of my present

mission, I propose to visit
Jaffna again next July. I
am approaching the people
with the assistance of local
persons who maintain const-
ant contact with them, Visit-
ing temples, practising yoga-
sana and other devotions too
will provide assistance to-
wards mental rehabilitation™,

When asked about the
aspect of their programme
sequence, he stated that their
Europen  experience would
not suit the local conditions
here, ;

He also said that those
affected psychclogically | co-
uld not be rehabilitated by
being given drugs. They
required
Tegain the faculties of  the
mind, It| was proposed to

to be assisted to

train local experts who would
undertake this exercise.

He also said that education
in Vadamaradchy area, where
he undertook his studies, was
very badly affected. Teachers
were not able to. prepare
their lessons and impart
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of the
concluded

educalion because
war conditions,
Dr. Harold.

THEY WIN
MEDALS

The Tamil Eelam Economic
Development Organisation
(TEEDOR) awarded medals
o the best producers of
sweet toddy in  connections
with the Production Week.

The following persans won
the award for this Year:-

. K. Yogendiram - 1st
Prize -Gold Medal.

2, - B Manickasingham »

2nd Prize - Silver Medal,
3. M. Vimalarass - Ird
Prize - Bronze Medal,

Convoy of Army Vehicles Rushed
Towards Elephant Pass from
Kaddaikadu

A convoy of military vehi-
cles was seen by residents
closeby on the morning of
Thursday, May 20th, proces-
ding towards Yalkachchi and
Elephant Pass army camps
from Kaddaikadu Vettilai-
kerniarmy camp through Man-
dalai Mavilankai thottam.

As the convoy comprised
heavy military vehicles as

Colombo - Cause of Ruination

Minister | of the

1993,

“It is the Colombo rule that has ruined
the Kandyan areas. Iama Kandyan, there are
no two words about it.”’

- Mr. Wi P, B. Dissanayake, [ormer UNP Chief
Central
| Chief Minister in| the
Council - Quoted in Sunday Times -|2nd May,
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“This is Our Country” - Video Film

A | Video film *““This is our
Country” produced by | the
Arts and Cultural Section
of the Liberation Tigers of
Mullaitivu District was relea-
sed on Saturday, May 22nd,
at Kailasapathy Auditorium
of the Jaffna Uniyetsity,

The Head of the Arts and

CulturalSectionof the Mullai- -

tivu District, Mr. 8. Sankar
presided. The traditional oijl
lamp was lit by Selvarajah,
Special Commander, Jaffna
District of the LTTE and
Miss Jena, Special Comman-
der of the LTTE Women's
Front. Puthuvai Ratnadurai,
Chief of the Arts and Cul-
tural Section of the LTTE
delivered «he inaugural add-
ress. Professor Sanmugadas
obtained the first copy of

the: Video Film. | Proflessor
Sivathamby, = Mrs. Kokila
Mahendira and S. Pathma-
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well, it created a noise on
the way.

Simultaneously, intermit-
tent gunfire too was heard
in Mandlai and Mavilan-
kaithottam, Artillery shells

too were fired in the inter-
val,

Naval gun boats were also

observed in  the coastal
waler off Point Pedro East.

Six Tamils
Arrested in
Batticaloa

Six Tamils were arrested
by the Sri Lankan soldiers
at Pandariyvaveli in  the

Batlicaloa District on Monday
May 10. The arrested persons
were taken to the Sri Lankan
Army Camp,

Those arrested include two
teachers. The arrested persons
are from the villages of
Pandarivaveli and Makiladi-
tiva,

No [urther news has been
received in respect of the
arrested persons,
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New Globalisation strangles Ceylon

he Social Science Union

of the University of
Jaffna held a meeting on
12,05.93 at the Kailasa-
pathy Hall. The Guest Speaker
was Mr. M. Thirunavukkarasu,
a past lecturer of the same
University.

Mr. Thirunavukarasu spoke
on ‘The Current political
situation in Ceylon’. The
main theme of his speeth
was that Ceylon, like any
other Third World Country
is being strangled by the
New Globalisation policy
that is in operation lo-day,

EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT.
SHIP :
He said that in order

to satislty Western Capita-
list countries, J. R. Jaycwar-
dene brougnlin a new cons-
titution with a sysiem of
executive presidentsaip  in
whose hands all ine exscu-
tive powers were conceniia-
ted. Tnat 1s, the Execuuve
President nolds a concenira-
ted power oase on the admi-
nistranve and  legisiative
machinery, of the counury
througa 4 sysiem ol propor-
tional Tepreseniation Wucreoy
the power and 1ndividualy
of the memoer oI pariiamnent
4s taken away and IS suosu-
tuted by the dictaies of the
political party 1 power. It
was meant 10 boosl a one -
party rule. Under J. R. ooth
the military and goonda
units expanded and became
more powerlul and rerlecied
the power basis of the Pre-
sident. In the sphere of admi-
nistration a new, dedicated
:nd poweriul bureaucracy
was set up. These two units,
viz. the military and buredu-
cracy. have expanded and

SPORTS
Cricket

Centralities (Chocs.) beat
Jolly Stars by 49 runs|in
the 40 over Cricket Match
played at the Jaffna Hindu
College grounds over the
week end for the Jolly stars
trophy.

Scores:- Centralites

. 240| in
39.2 overs,
Jolly Stars: 191 all put|in
35 overs.
Basketball
Shabra beat  Particians
(Golds) by 53 points to|31

in the Cager finals played at
the Jaffna Campus Courts,
Shabra led 18 -07 at lém-
mons. Shanthikaran  and
Thayalan played well for the
winners, while Rex and Fern-
ando played, well for [lhe
losers. This tournament was
organised by, the Mid town
Rotoract Club. Mr. Pancha-
ingam was the Chiei Guest.
Johnia.(Reds) beat Cenirallies
(Choes,) to get Tuwrd pldce,

become more powerful in the
sense that anyone becoming
the Peesident could carry on
the Government without
much effort J. | R. or Prema-
dasa | or Sirimavo, irres-
pective of whoever comes
to power, the state machi-
nery of the new constitution

will  go on  withcut any
hindrance.
LIBERALISATION

Mr. Thirunavukkarasu iden-
tified this Executive Presj-
dential Constitution with the
liberalisation of the economy
and the establishment of an
open market economy. The
speaker continuing his tirade
on the new constitution said
that in order to build up
this new constitution and
the military and the bureau-

cracy to satisfy the wisnes
of the western capitalist
world, the Sinhala elites

made use of the ethnic pro-
blem to strengthen and make
more powerful these various
sections of state machinery,
They showed to the world
and the Sinhalese that they
are strengthening the army
and bureaucracy and making
such constitutional adjust-
ments in order to defeat
the ‘separatist’ Tamils,

DRACONIAN SYSTEM

But, in fact, they were
doing these in order to
bolster up their, undemocratic
and autocratic/ power basis
with ulterior motives, The

powers that are, a§ a matterviny Mrs,

of fact, do mot want to
settle or solve the ethnic
problem. In any event, with-
out settling or solving the
ethnic problem, there will he
no peace in Sri Lanka. As
far as Tamils are concerned,
they haye suffered much
and they are out to establish
a state of @ their own.
Their suffering is a fact and
they have learnt to | live

with it and are hoping for a |

better future. But is this the
samé with Sri Lanka? Defini-
tely | not. Without settling
and solving the Tamil pro-
blem, they cannot have pcace
and they will have to continue
to face and pay for all

they have helped to create in |

the form of a Draconian
system of government.

RETRIEVING

DEM JCRAZY

Mr Th;tunavukkrmu further
stated that late Mr. Athur-
lathmudali  and Gaminj
Dissanayake had by their
public utterances proved that

| the present constitution and
| government is autocratic and |

undemocratic. But in | the
same bredth they said that they
were now 1 ighting to ‘retrieve’
democracy. Where they genu-
ine in what they stated? In
fact, they were also respon-
sible for the setting up of
the present constitution and
the market economy that is
in vogue, We all remember
Mr, Athulathmudali's ‘main
and prominent role in depri-

Siri mave Bandar a«
nayake’s civic rights. | Thig
is nothing but political hypo-
cris:v, They are proffering
their new slogan only for
the purpose of coming to
power and pot | with any
genuine intention of altering
the present set - up. Mr, Thi-
runavukkarasu went on to say
that even though! the| late
Mr. Premadasa had a humb-
le and common origin, he
excelled  in marginalising the
top elites' of the Sinhala
society by making the best
use of the powerful and  well-
trained bureaucratic machi-
nery. '

|

His policy was not to bring
about a common man’s
government but he tod was
strengthening the bureaucra.
tic set-up of the elite society,
He, through his policy of
throwing the crumbs apd
bones to the ordinary pmp[e,
was actually llqodwmkmg
them, e. g. schemes | like
Janasaviya and the opening
of garment factories. In the
correct perspective, he can-
not be said to have bene-
fited the ordinary man.

NQO PEACE

The speaker  addressing
further said that late Mr,
Premadasa had talks with the
Tigers who were not satisfied
with the Provincial Council
set - up, created by the Indo-
Sri Lanka Accord. Logical
conclusion to this is that he
should have offered some-

thing more

substantial  to
them. Did he do it? Np.
He did not even place be-

fore the country a better or
an alternate solution to the
ethnic = problem, In thia
context, the Tamils cannot
trust any Sinhalese party to
give them a better deal. But
asl far as the Sinhalese too
are concerned, without soly-

ing this delicate problems
of the | Tamils, they cannot
have peace,

M:. Thirunavukkarasu, in
conclusion, summarising his
speech, said that on the
whole politics in Ceylon
during the last fifteen years
is |a politics of failure by
the UNP, which it was
carrying on in the interest
ofl  foreign capital. This
foreign capital has assumed
the status of new globali-
sation. | He described the
politics of 'Ceylon, as low
mt:nsny democracy attempt-
ing to satlsf‘y the economic

of "a | low “inensity capi
talism, based on author
tarianism.

[The lecture by Mr. Thira-
ngvukkarasu was of a high
academic nature probably
because the majority in the
audience were from the
University, After all, having
been once a lecturer, the
speaker must have expected
his audience to keep abreast
with  the  modern social,
economic and political trends.

—ESTY

| _NEWS IN BRIEF |

May 10 - Monday

| Sri Lanka Navy attacks
fishermen (in the sea off Point |
Pedrg. Three fishermen, V.

Arullihas, Mathews | Simgon- |
pillai and | S, Kumar severely
assaulted, | Three boats flired
at and engines thrown finto
ithe sea by Sri Lankan Navy,
[The bn Lankan Navy also
'f ired| shel[s at| othdr flﬁher-
men in the sed.

May 11 r Tnpsda

Arliller}" shell attack firom
Elephant |Pass| an;l Kattaj-
kadu Army Camps dirdcted
10“.1'1115 ad joining dus:dentldl
|areas, Heavy firing at Kadruk-
[kaitivu,

S.L. Army at ]!vtanclznn\.r:.li
|fires| 50 calibre gung towards |
{the Jaffna coast inthe gven- '
ling,

S, L. Army al Palaly fires |
|art:|ler} shells Lowardb Valalai
{and | PatHameni. An elderly |
\woman, {Poopathy | Ammah, |
|Teeeived serious injuries when
ia. shell hit Ler house.
{May 12 - Wednesday

S L. Army at Karainagar
fires| artillery ishells. All ex-
ploded in paddy fields at
|Pontalai and Moolai.

!l\laj’ 14 - Frldny.

| Heavy artillery shell attack
Irron{ Elephant Pass |and |

| fired 50 calf_bre guns,

Kattaikadu from S.L. Army
Camp irected toward
joining wllage& No d
reported. | | |
May 15 - Saturday -

Heavy shell attack |from)
Karainagar S, |L. Army tampu
towards | Ponnalai. An old|
woman |Nagammah (80) of'
Moolai |sustajned |severe m~
jurigs and admitted to pr f 11&1.I
Hospital, A fisherman named
M, Ampikapathy | (50) sus
tained injuries when ja 5{]
,aI}bre bullet

f1i‘ed from
Karainagar hlt him in the

P04nala1 sea.. where he was
fishing |
| May 16 - Sunda

Sri Lankan soldiers f ired at

fishermen.: f ishing in | Pony
nalai sea, Fishermen aban-
doned work | and| returned
here. |

A young woman MissMary
Jasintha|Alphonsus (23) lost
her left leg, when she tread on
a booby | trap laid by (S, LI
Army at Periyavilan, She had
gone to Periyavilan to see her
house, she abandoned at the
approach of the §. L. Army
earlier, |

Sri Lankan Naval |boats
Shel|
attack from Poonakari [camp
and cannon fire gun boats,
No damages |reported, |

ad-|
ages|

TRO’s

Tamils Rehabilitation Or-
ganisation (TRO) has found
permanent homes in| the
Kilinochchi District for 456
persons | bclnngmg o 98
families| who were displaced
from thsplr homes in Mathagal
and Chulipuram gs a result
of | the Sri Lankan mnlntary
aperatians in Vallhamam
West and who wera staying in

make - shift | camps CIlliSldB
|

theu vi lasciI | |

Cottages are hr:mg cunsJ
pucted for these f amths m|d
a[re'tdy all |basic amienitigs
have baen made a.\"dl]1hl€ to

Re - Settlement Schemes.

them to pursue their vocation
which is fishing,

lAnother 231 displaced
families also from Vali-
kamam West who were living
in temples) churches have
been settlcd at [Kachchai,

Tweﬁty five percent of the
st of blLIdmg temporary
helters for these families
annunhng to Rs. 303,187/ 50
has been béme by the TRO.
It addllm thg TRO Hhas
pnstructed |10 lavatories and
i t']']"-lgl.d in prpudu}g oii}cr
amenities gm,h |as primgry
bflmol:. L.l\.- |

| |

{2 e ]

o

'Work Sth on Upllftment of |
Rural Economy at Kilinochchi |

A workshop and a{:mmal
on upliftment of |self 4 suffj-
clent rural economy was held
between 27.2.93 land |5.3.93
at| the | Agricultural Facultly
Hall of the Jaffna Univer-
sity.

The | workshop was| spon-
sofed by the Tamil Eelam
Econonic Development Or-
ganisation (TEEDOR)|

One | hundred |and | fifty
selected pergons from mwn-
gst Vlllﬂbu Producers’| Soci-
eties, |[Rural Develgpment

Societies, Gommunity Centfes
and Rehabilitation Organis-
ations| participated lat the
seminar and warkshop.

| The| participants
divided into eight

were
commit=

tees. The Committees identi-
fied | about [150 | social
development projects, The

projects submitted by these
committees| are currently
being reviewed by the TEE-
DOR.

Speaialists in various fields
also addressed | the partici-
pants at the seminar.
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Nutritional Status of the

Mos‘. children of Jaffna:
have never seen a hill ora,
waterfall or even a . river,

but they have always enjoyed .

a  higher nutritional status
when compared to the. rest
of the country.

The Shri Lanka Nutritional
survey of 1975 /76 carried
out by the US Department
of Health Education and
Welfare in co- operation with
the Sri| Lankan Ministry of
Health and other NGO's
showed | that the 'pre - school
children of Jaffna enjoyed
a better nutritional status,
than the children in the rest
of the country. According!'
to the survey only 3.7% of
khe pre - school children in
Jaffna = were acutely mal-
nourished, while the average
for Shri Lenka was6.6%.
Some areas like Galle, Batti-

aloa, Ratnzpura and Kandy
iad over 8% of the pre-

100l c?:i,k{ten mal-nourished.
! y t

‘t tkms probably on the g

face of these findings that
improvement to Child - Care

Services in Jaffna were over- «

looked in preference to other .
areas, Even the marketing
of ‘Thriposha’ was not
cafried out in Jaffna, while
it was freely available on the
shelves of grocery stores in
the south, :

DETERIORATION OF -
CHILDREN’S HEALTH
STATUS :

With| the gradual neglect

of the services to the
chil of Jaffna, during
the decade, the Health

status of the children has
deferiorated. Recently the
situation has become acute
m restriction  of | food
items, drugs and even *Thri-
posha’ | and  vaccines for
child and pregnant math-
ers. other contributory
fagtor | i8 the on - going
military action with frequent
qub' and shelling which
has pushed the children out
oﬁs their homes into refugee
camps where they have to
co’g:npet with the elders for
their fpod. It is estimated
in| a |joint publication by
the 'Government of Shri
anka | and the UNICEF
{Children and women in
Stiri Lanka 1991, p 94 - 95)
that 43.8./* of the populat-
ion in|the North and East
are displaced - This amounts
to 340,000 child refugees.

|at th been documented
by S. A, Meegama and others
that during the famine of
1971 the death rate increased,
a:}d when age - specific death
rates |were analysed, the
most affected were children
and the aged. In Jaffna
taday one in twenty children
born, do not live to celebrate
its first birthday,

INFANT MORTALITY
RATE

Studies carried out
the author and others in
the Health area of MOH
Kopay in 1982 revealed that
the estimated Infant Morta-
lity Rate (IMR) was between
35.4 and 50.0, although the
figures given by the Depart-
ment af Census and Statistics
for Jaffna for the same
period|was 18, Recent studjes
in. the University field
project area (Kokuvil - Kon-
davil), showed that the IMR
was 42.9. The University
project area has relatively
better health care than the
rest of the Jaffna peninsula,
and onc would expect a
higher TMR for the entirc
Jaffna district. Incidentally,
the IMR for Jaffna quoted
in the Annual Health Bull-
etin 1990 for 1936 is 16.6,

3

by

Vitamin A deficiency and
anaemiad | which we
rarely seen before.
SURVEY| IN REFUGEE
CAMPS

In | February 1992, the SCF
(UK) carried out out a
survey of children [living in
a reflugee camp (at Ketpali)

Children

have

during the period Oct + Dec
1991 were low birth weght.
The comparable figure for
babies born during the same
period in 1989 (when the
ground situation was better)
was| 19./r showing a statis—
ally significant difference.
It ‘appears that this trend
had started much earlier.
According to the annual
report of the Family Health
Burgau the percentage of low
birth weight babies born in
the Jaffna district in | 198K

of Jaffna

maintained by them. 332
children were examined and
6.8. were found to be
below the expected weight
for |height, whichl is
indication of acute or recent
malnutrition,

Although it
may |be argued that this
figure is better than the

Figures for Ethiopia or some
other famine stricken third

1

il]r. N..Sivnrhiah

Sr. Lecturer in Community Medicine,

University of Jaffna,

| Faculty of Medicine,
e _ .
The studies quoted above
showed that the low IMR

quoted in State Publications
was due to poor registration,
It was found in the former
study | that a third of the
infants die without being
admitted to a hospital and

most of them are not reg-

istered, Even among the
hospital deaths only half
are gegistered. This is likely
to be true not oply in Jaffna
but, in districts| like Trinco-
malée. Moneragdla, Vavuniya
and Polonnaruwa where the
Health Ministry claims to
have the lowest IMR, |

[ L | ! | |
As in most Asjan countries,
cLild n in Jaffna tpo, die

of Iiarrh:;eas'! and| Acute
Respigatory Infections T:-
cipitafed |by malnutrition,

ut the difference is that
in these coun:rLes concerted
a'rfo'rt is put in by the health
authorities | to ﬂreveﬂt su.lch
deaths, while |here| deaths
are bfought about By restri-
ction 10:: drugs, and infant
food lon the ome hidnd, and
reducdd training of grassroot
' fealth workers| such) as
" Health  Workers,
id . Health Inspectors and
Assisstant Medical Officers
(forerly called AMPS) jon
the other. | No| AMOs were
dmitted |for | traihing | in
}afﬁn since 1987, and only
4 smdll number of  Family
Health Warkets are being
trained  annually, by [the
ate, | in the Tamil mediym.

| Thase of us who werk
in child «care [clini¢s have
recently noted |an |increase
in the pumber of mal-nour-
{shed children attending these
clinics, We. arp freduently
geeing children: with mar-
asmus, Kwasshierkor; sovere

| | |

world country, it should be
noted that the corfrespond-
ing figure in  1975/76 was
3.7 .J' - almost half of what
it is today. The nutritional
status of children in most
other parts of the same
country have improved, while
that = of

the children in
Jaffna has deteriorated.
In| October| 1991, | the

Medical Officer of Health,
Jaffna carried out a nuirit-
ional survey of children I-4

years old living i the 12 |
3 the |

within
He pxamined

refugee camps
municipality.

644 children and found that |
73 ./ were below the mini- |

was 159 [ There had |been
a 21./" increase in the birth
of low birth |weight babies
between 1989 and | 1991.

an

| MALNUTRITION IN
GENERAL

An interesting study  was
carried out by a Family
| Health Worker (EHW) in
| the | Manipay| Health |arey
| (Chankanai). She  estimated
| the |nutritional status of the
children (1 - 4 years old) in
| two| refugee camps and a
village in her area using
the | mid-arm circumference
| as ja measute. She found
that 60./* of those in the
village and 74.5./' of those
in the refugee camps were
| malnourished, This study
indicates| that malnutrition
among childrten 'has | also

crept into the villages where

children
displaced,

have not

been

The main source of animal
proteins for! the children of
“Jaffna jare legms and 'fish.
With restriction of poultry
food and the difficulty in
transpoiting  this  fragile
commodity, the price of epgs
has gone up beyond the
redch  of 'many parents.
Fishing  around the Ja‘'fna
paninsula is severely restricted
du¢ to the present war. The
quantity of fish needed,
(calculated on the consumpt-
ion in 1989) is 6600 metric
tons. The total catch in 1991
was 1094 metric itons which
is 16.6." of the need. It
is no wonder that nialnut-
rition has set in!

The nutritional status of
the childern in Jaffna is
acute. Denying supply of
nutritional food to children,
is @ violation of fundamental
rights and the state should
take urgent steps to rectify
this situation. Children do
not have trade unions or
political representation to
voice their plight, It is, we
elders, who have to intervene
and arrest |this | downward
trend. We camnot wait until
the situation reaches the
state in Somalia or Ethiopla,
if | we | wait, it will be a
monstrous task to bring ‘back
the children to their otiginal
state.

In the words of Gabriella
Mistral, the Nobel Prize
winner poet from Chile:

We are guilty of many errors and faults,
but our worst crime is abandoning the children;
neglecting the fountain of| life.

Many of the things we need can wait, The child - cannot,

Right now is the time

his bones are being formed,

his blood is being made,

If we |do not | intervend

mum weight |expegted |for | to blamg US|

that | age (below the third
;oentiie in | the growth chart).
In Qotober 1092, | he thas
repeated the above survey
lamorlg pre-school | children
lin the western| sector of | the
EJaffla Municipality and
found that 58 ./ lof these
children where untiernouri-
lshed, while the Family He-
{alth |Bureau in its| Annual

report for 1990 cldims that |
{the |comparable figure |for |

|Shri [ Lanka is 347 ./°{ In
what| a pitful state are these
children of Jaffnal

EANTE NATAL
IMALNUTRITION|
Recent | studies m Jaffna

lalso | show that the|nutrition
{of the ohild [is béing |alf-

lected even beforeif is born. |
|A study [jointly carried| out |
.hy the SCF (UK){and | the |

Juffna branch of [the Shri
|Lanka Red Cross at the
nGcn\::ral | Hospital | Jaffna,
|showed an imcrease in| the
Ipirth of low | birth waight
babigs (below) 2500 grms),
235 of] the babies born

and his senses are being developed.

To him we cannot answer ‘Tomorrow’
His name is TODAY,

today, posterity  is - certain

Pre - Schoo

.i. { |
by TRO
Tamils| Rc[iubilitatior! Or+
ganization (TRO) fhas intro-|
duced pre - s¢hool facilities!
in ¢ampy for| displaced per-
sons and also | in [some
backward rural arcus,\\-nhi
the {view| to Taise |the ;uduc-f
ational | level among| the

| chii:dren in these camps and

backward  afeas.

| |

According to the TRO'S
Qudrterly Nawsletter FUTH
URE for .Iulp to [Sept¢mber)

' | ai -o L3 .
| facilities
1953 the TRO has expended
a |sum|of [Rs.80,000/- on
paL'meni of 'emoluments to
teachers and maintenantce

TROs Pre- Scheols are
being run in four districts
as| follows:-

Jaffna -3

Vavunia | - 07

Kilinpchehi - 17

Mullaitiva| - 10

The TRO!| also conducts
seminars for/ the pre- schools
tedchery every second Satur-
day of [ each month.

Day-Light Robbery at
Army Occupied Town

A day - light robbery of]
a big sum money 1§
reported [to have tpken place
at gun | point within the
Vavunia town| areq whieh 15
under army @ccupation,

|of

An employee of a |local

cinéma theatrs in the Vavunig

town was carfying with him
a sum Rs |9,000/- to
pay entertainment tax to the
vavunia Urban Council, when
the incident took place. He
was relieved of | the money
at| gun | point byian unidenti
figd gunman.

of
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OLD SONG - NEW SINGER

A new President has assumed office in Sri Lanka.

‘It is inevitable that any new incumbent in office
has to say something about the Tamil Eelam War of
Independence which is termed in Colombo as the
North East War. And so His Excellency D. B Wijetunge
too has opened his mouth on the subject.

He raised some hopes when he said that anybody
who would help in promoting talks between the LTTE
and government of Sri Lanka, deserve gratitude.

The LTTE responded positively, when its spokesman
Mr. Lawrence Thilakar re-itrated that the LTTE was
always willing to enter into talks and called upon t_he
Government 1o create the necessary atmosphere for
peace talks. Mr. Thilakar's call could only mean ﬂ‘!e
cessation of hostilitics and the lifting of the economic
blockade.

President D. B. Wijetunge who staried off by exten-
ding a world - wide expression of gratitude to anybody
who could promote taiks, began 1o falter, when he
said that he was awaiting the recommendations of
the Parliamentary Select Committee and the LITE should
be disarmed, As a matler of fact, he told the Voice
of America that no talks were possible with the LTTE
so long as Mr. Pirabakaran remamed the leader, thus
renegading irom what he said earuer that he should
have talks with Mr. Firavakaran direct.

Mr. Wijetun ge also enacted the drama of pretence
which his preaecessor, Mr. Fremadasa, was enacting
through out tle his by saying
that there was mo ‘ellimic” probiem in dr1 Lanka but
that the it was only a ‘terrorist’ prooiem.

term ol otlice

A dramatist does not succced when be tries to
fool the people. So also wr. Wijeiunge’s' lofty expre-
5500 Ol grautude to anyoody wuo could help pro-
mote ‘lalss’ Was ummedialely beltayed by no one
otper tnan himself fo ve ouly a pretence of his
government Lo Sdow ine world thal il was  willing
18 ldls DUL Lual e L1l Wis “alransigent,’

Mr, Weeratunge is suiticiently old and experienced,
F1E QUELL 10 Kouw LY capelcuke  WdL e Eloaiest
Impeduinent 10 peace Laa prosperiy ino the lsiand s
the Sinhaia - Laolil Omck. LS Conilict can only be
ended by @ wWillhgness L0 ldenluy 1he causes or the
conthel and end wuein Ouce and lor ail,

We may teiterate! that the (undamental cause for
the conllict 18 Lue Wilkaly slane Woiln Kecps  the
Tamus UnACT perpellal SUojugauon WHuer tie dinalese.
Anererore 11 woud pPreicudiug tnat  the
conruct m the isiand 18 not bused  on Loe einnicity
o1 the dillerent peopigs Livinig 1n it. He gannot esedpe
by callmg tne bawnd LIBHLETS  ‘terrorisis’
pecause tie Lamils Wwos up arus gnly 1o end the Sinhala
Government's ITUTism. NOT Wil VT, Wijetunge serve
his people and nis couniry by pruurzmmm.u‘ig e 155ue
by Jackmeg the patl 1010 tne court of the Rarliamentary
delecl comnlice,| lge lamus bdre lully aware that it
15 this Parfiumiend which 15 the poweriul
In the hands ol
ovér the ‘Tamils,

DE Uscioss

ITeeuwin

insirument
the binhalese o exwend’ their rule

All self - contradictory statements which Mr. Wi je-
tupge has made nregard to the Tamil war of Inde-
pendence only show ihat  Mr. Wijetunge and hig
government would continue the same old policy follo-
wed by the earlier governments, This 18 further eviden-
ced by thearge scale bombings by the SriLankan
Air Foyee in many parts ol lamil Eelam territory,
after Mr, Wijetunge assumed office. It would be
sweet words and foul decds. The song .is the same
"old one. Only there is a mew singer now,

The LTTE has set - up ‘aj new Departﬁlenl
of Registration of ' Motor vehicles if Tamil' Eelam

which is now functioning

The LTTE informed the
public by a Press  Com-
munique that anew depart.
ment has been set - up sepa-
rately for registration of
motor vehicles in  Tamil
Eelam. All persons whotre
in possession of motor.vehi-
cles of any description are re-
quired 1o have their vehicles
registered.  Persons haying
their registration baoks i-sy-
ed by the Commissioner of
Motor Traffic in Colombo
and persons whe do not
have such baoks are required
to make their applications
to the Department of Regi-
stration of Metor Vehicles
in Tamil Eelam to have

their vehicles registered with,

the Department,

The | applications for regis-
tation of al| motor vehicles
have to be-: made in the
appropriate, forms available

-at. the Department and obta-

TR

In course of time the
Department_will issue Regis-
tration Books to those in
possession of molor vehicles
Within Tamil Eelam. Already
a lafge number of persons
"Have sent in their applicat-
‘fos for registration of their
motor vehicles.

" ASHRAMAM STUDENT

—

AWARDED SCHOLARSHIP

Master §. Ramesh, a stud-
ent of Hartley College, Point

__Pedro_ was, aw'@i_rdcdl the Sri-
SaradaDevi Scholagship worth

Rs: 12,000/ at a.’ function
held on May 5, Wednesday,
at the Sri Ramakrishna Seva-
shtamam, Point Pedro.

S. Ramesh is an  inmate
‘of the Sfi’Ramakrishna Seva-

"shtamam and the scholar

=ship: 'was: awarded by the
~Ashram® to. S, Ramesh in
view  of ' his performance
at the G.C E: (O/L) exant.
nation. He got 7 ‘distinctions,
5. Ramesh “also received
a reward of Rs. 5000/~ on
his coming fourth in

order of ‘merit in the V;mb
maradchy aréa’ at a puilic

examination Held in J«‘ﬂ‘?’a_

-JAFFNA----PUBtjc jjuBR:AR&* '
HOW IT WAS!

The Jaffna Public
Library is seen as it
Stood before it was
burnt down by the Sin-
hala Sri Lankan Police
12years agoon 1.6.1981.

Both the  first and
second Executive Presi-
dents knew who and
who ochestrated the act
of vandalism as they
subsequently indicated.

But ‘none of them
thought to repair the
damage - not even the
first Executive President
Mr. J. R. Jayawardhene

who p_r"o'mis'ed.to' make éoqd 2
the loss .after _an.-assess-

million was made by a Pre-
sidential . Commission - the

ment of the loss.at Rs 10, 2 . _I.io;:_e]_'f'_t;i_'nhndo Commission

Arson at Pesqlfai_gin- Mannar-
Fear Drives Refugees out of Camps

Several incidents of| arson
are reported to have | taken
place in areas. ‘under . Sti
Lankan Army contral at
Pesalai  in the Mannar Dist-
rict. Shops belonging |to the
Tamils 'have' been thus destr-
yed by fire.

According | to reports there

i 5 tomsion prevailing pmong -

the displaced Tamils residing

at Pesalai die to|destijuetion -

Caused to properties helong-
ing to Tamils by arson,

Several Tamil families who -

were accomodated in refugee
camps specially set up for
displacen persaon, have deser-
ted thoes camps and have
taking | refuge gt

Fatimah Vidyalayam',| They

New Era Publications, |
‘Lakshmi Building'

D.!;ltuh Road, l{ulvi)-'unkadu_.

jaffna,

Pesalai |

X |GV

fear that the  cadjan -huts
Provided- for them -could be

ueasily set on five and

destroved,

Siaris
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4 WORD PROCES;SING
(WORD STAR REL 5-5) AND - Ms - DOS
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25=035=_3 (Tuesday., Thursday)
FOR FURTHER.PARTICULARS:- !

UNIKCO COMPUTER CENTRE

37, CLOCK TOWER ROAD,
JAFFNA




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

