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Honour to the Heroes of Tamil Eelam
Glory to their blood and bravery.

We give our love and loyalty

For their blood sustains us

To fight till victory be ours.

You will be free for ever, Our Nation,
Glory to our Tamil Eelam,

Bcl Alert Tamil Eelam, March to freedom
With your sons and daughters,

May the New Year augur well,
S. N. Prakash

__MILITARY ORDERS RED CROSS |

No Movement of Vehicles at Night

The Sri Lankan Army High Command has come on duty having gone to Therefore the Military High move to see that the in"
down onthe Jaffiia Branch of the Sri Lanka Red Cross transport injured persons; to— €ommand order to the Jaffna  jured and -the sick deo net —
Sﬂd_gty_ft_llbi!ld]‘_ng it to run its vehicles in the night, the hospital. Branch of the Red Cross
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receive proper medical treat-
4 — The ban imposed by the Society of Sri Lanka s
It is learnt that an order

bas been sent to the Jaffna-
Branch of the Sri Lanka
Red Cross: Society that its
vehicles should not be put
on the roads in the nights
after 7.00 p. m. till the
following morning 7.00 a. m.

The Jaffna Branch has

divisional branches in each
A’s Division and there

iWfull demand. on its work,
As,a matter of fact the

primary duty of the Red
Cross is to fender humani-
tarian service during war and
Northeast is a* war zone.
The Red Cross Society in
Jaffna has to -undertake
multifarious functions. It has
to transport the sick and
injured - persons, attend to

health hazards in refugee

—camps and undertake several

other humanitarian servizes
in the war-torn area of
Jaffna,

Since the oft - break of
the war and total ban on
petrol,  diesel and other
transport fuel even the sick
and injured cannot reach
the nearest hospital because
of non - availability of tran-
sport, The Red Cross ren-
ders yomen  service in
transporting patients in seri-
ous condition to hospitals.
As a matter of fact some
months back a Red Cross
Official, the Vice-President
of the Jaffna Branch Red
Cross, lost his own life
being hit by a bomber while

Sinhala Army on the move- Seen here as a calculated

ment of Red Cross vehicles
during nightis seen as a de-

- liberate attempt to ensure |

that the victims of indis-
criminate  aerial bombing
and shelling and helicopter
straffing in the night do

~meet with definite death,

| MEMORIES

There are a number of

instances when aerial bomb-

ing of ci;;ﬁs;t;mdwelling
areas have been carried out

ment and are altowed to die.— ~—
(Continued to page 4)

Colonel Kittu=|

by the S.L.Air Force at night.
Shelling, and helicopter str-
affing are a usual phenomena
in the nights and many people
have died and many others
seriously injured due to such
attacks. This type of mali-
cious murder and mayhem
is taking place even now.

NAVAL ATTACK FOR ONE HOUR
HOSPITALS SHELLED

A Sri Lankan Naval
scl and  gun-boats - atta-

cked the coastal areas from
Munai

‘the.
The Valvettiturai hospital
and the Point Pedro Rural
Hospital were damaged amo-
ngst many other buildings.
_On Thursday, January 13,
three Sri Lankan Naval

2 DEAD - FIVE INJURED i

vessels started firing all over

~ the coast from Munaj to Val-

vettiturai for one hourn from
5-45 a.m. Cannon fire and”

~ 50 calibre gun fire were in-

cessantly fired both on the
sea and coastal residential
areas, Fishermen abandoned
work and swam for safety
to the coast.

VAKARAI-'ROUNDED UP
500 CIVILIANS ARRESTED

News from Batticaloa
stated that on Tuesday,
January 4, the Sri Lankan
Army rounded the village

of Vakarai and arrested 500

civilian villagers. The arres-
ted persons were taken to
the Army Camp. There is
no further report about the

fate 'of the persons arrested.
‘The Batticaloa report also
said that the Sri Lankan

- Army  has banned - certain

drugs and other stuff from
being taken to the Vakarai
village. The banned goods
include  Panadol,  Disprin,
Viva and box of matches.
At the same time the
Special Task Force (STF)
is said to have arrested
three — Tamils- from the
village of Vellaveli.

Hospital Comes Under Helicopter Fire
Patients Escape Hospital

The Kodikamam Govern-
ment Hospital came- under
fire ‘from a'Sri Lankan Air
Force helicopter and  the
patients at the hospital dis-
bursed in all directions to
seek'safety This hapened

on Monday, January 11,

about 8.00 a.m. A helicopter
started random firing on
the Mirusuvil - Kodikamam
main road when it also struck
at the hospital. Some
houses in the area and the
hospital were slightly dama=-
ged by the helicopter fire.

_Two persons-died of shock.
Five others were injured and

Valvettiturai  haspital and
the Point Pedro Rural hospi-

tal; -aiany—h;ousas. a commiu-

nity centre building and some

office- buildings were dama- -

ged. The damages occurred
at-various villages on- the
long costal stretich from
Munai to Valvettiturai; —
After the incessant attack

had continued for one hour—
along the coast, the Sea

~Tigers— returned fire - and

counter - attacked the Sri
Lankan Navy, Thereupoa the
Sri Lankan vessels retreated
to the deep sea.

Colonel Kittu, beloved son of Tamil Nation,
With his feam of peaceful mission,
Vanish'd away from our vision,

A year ago, for the benefit of our nation.
Sailing along the Bay of Bengal,
~Marooned by the Indiam Fackal,
Our children proved their reality,

— And made their way with dig'nity ==
Their ship was wreck’d and split,
And our beloved ones; all lost
On their way, swallowed by the deep sea,
Leaving us with panic and tears.
Oh! Colonel Kittu! Your courage and-equity,
Well praised by us with dig’nity,
Even though you are away, = -
Our target will be your way.

— Malarannai

One year ago Col. Kittu and nine

colleagues laid their lives ina heroic demonstration of
non - subservience and spirit of liberty. They refused
to surrender to Indian Conspiracy and scutled their
ship along with themselves in the high seas_providing
another oblation on the altar of freedom for Tamil
Eelam. A grateful Eelam Tamil Nation-solemnly bows
its head today to the memory of the martyrs.
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| KEY TO PEACE

A ‘national’ newspaper has, in its editorial.of 5.12.93,
chosen to give Mr. Thondaman gratuitous advice that
[ he “‘must stop referring to them (the hill - country
Tamils) as *HIS PEOPLE” forgetting for a moment
that in the same editorial in the preceding paragraph -
to be exact in the sentence just two places _preceding
| the one wherein the gratuitous advice is given - the
editorial on its own refers to “MR. THONDAMAN

~AND HIS PEOPLE™. This

it pretends that it believes - that if different: peoples ‘are

—grﬂnted—-citizmship‘nnd‘wﬁng_ﬂghtriﬁ‘somm:‘thr
grantees of these rights lose their identity as a people

when the dominant people —
wish to refer to them derogatorily.

The editorial says that **Mr. Thondaman for years f§|
waged a RIGHTEOUS battle for citizenship rights for
HIS PEOPLE....” We pause to challenge this paper to
say whether it ever did during course of these . long
years of battle support this righteous battle? Why. should
it wait till after the citizenship of the hill - country
Tamils have been finally wrested from the Sinhala
government to discover the righteonsness of the battle?
Of course, ostrich - like the ‘nationalists® will never see-
L L e [ E
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brethren in the hill country but. it makes no difference.
-t Th paper does not want Mr. Thondaman to— refer
to the hill - country Tamils as his people but will do
so_itself! Not only that. Its ¢ ist (fifth of conrse) |
would disparagingly and consistently refer' to Mr.
_Thondaman s T man _feigning pun . T(ea) man: but
actually giving vent to the deep~ rooted racialism. in
the_other hidden pun T(amil) man, however resentful
such derogatory references are.

_ Really this is not what we are trying to drive-at.
We are only wanting to know whether it is a privilege
only for the Sinhala leaders to refer to the Sinhalese
people as their people and their land as fheirs but it
is sinful for the Tamil leaders to refer to. the Tamils
and their country as their people and their country,

The Govt. backed
- October, -

Daily News, in its. issue of

9.-1993; published- ‘excerpts —of ~a speech

by Prime Minister, Ranil Wickremasinghe, in Parlia-
ment on- 23. 993, wherein he defended - President Wije—
tunge’s *famous’ ‘no ethnic - but terrorist problem’ speech:

The President was quoted as saying:-

“People from Jaffna come to OUR AREAS and
live among US. They buy lands from US... Colombo
is full of them..... Forty percent TAMILS live with
US.. ” (Emphasis Ours) -

Is it a Presidential Prerogative to refer to Colombo
and other areasas “OUR AREAS» meaning that they
are Sinhalese areas and referring to the Sinhalese people
a5 “US” and the Tamils as Tamils or in the third
person “They’? We did not hear any ‘natiomal’ mnews-
paper complaining about the President’s speech or the
Prime Minister defending it even though President Wije-
tunge has brought out a clear distinction of the land
as Sinhala area and Tamil area and the people as Sin-
halese and Tamil.

Prime Minister, Ranil Wickr
tial Quote also contains This:
in sauce for the gander”

We are also exactly saying the same. We are
also entitled to call our country eurs and our people as
our people inasmuch as President Wijetunge calls Sinhala
Rata ‘OUR AREAS’ and the Sinhala peopleas ‘US?,

Sinhala Rata and Tamil Eelam are real. Sinhalese
and Tamils are different and district peoples. Natuore
marks her children deep even emotionally.

So give up the pretence of one country and one
people and accept Tamil Eelam and the Tamil Nation
as a reality. Therein lies the key to peace.

Yot T
s KT
“‘Sauce for the goose

e

. that" the- Yugoslavian

. situation?

I happened to read an

vicious intentions of the Sri
ariicle in the Sunday Island Lankan government’s - “Poli- that the

Council on the Eround

LTTE  had brea.

of 17th October 93, written tical solution for ethnic ched the Indo - Sri Lankap |
by a Sri Lan- Peace Accord,
kan from Aust- Did any one
ralia. I deeply P
and optimisti- J called Pcacelr

cally felt much
obliged as g
citizen of “the
oppressed Na-
tion tarespend

FROM AUSTRALIA

Atcordon bes
half of the af-~
fected to argne
' that the acecerd .

t? th__e clanses of the article
entitled *“Nobel Prize Winners

taken for- a ride.”

First of all I musts tell
the _Australian  based. Sri
Lankan that unlike any

leader- of: this- country,
Marshall ., Tito/. proved: his,

+ concern of re<generating peace -

and harmony in Yugoslavia |

1 through:the-efforts- at- his

best. level to. find a
ful: solution;———

Can Mn:Sri Lankan points/.
out: even asymbol of honest
concern, .so far;. taken :to:
solve-the Tamil problemsto
remedy the: grievances: of
the Tamils, lasting for about

peaces -

_four decades; except ‘militas-

rism to repress their emotions?

— The-8ri- Lankan; chewing -
empty ‘mouth, asif a formal '
: redisens=

| sed'‘twenty years ago, writes -

article
am-

bassdor in Colombo had said

‘Thank God'~ you did not-

in* his - abominable

| accept’ our advices’? Tiwenty
| years ‘ago did any foreigner
| discuss‘a peacetul  solution
| with' the-Sri Lankan ‘govern-
._ment? Or could it.be an.ima-

gination of | the-writer-who -
wishes.to. catch.-fish -in the
troubled waters? Why ' does
the-foreign - based+ Sti Lan«—
kan- invelve the- innocent
foreign - diplomats—  into -
hostile diversions- throngh

——suech~blunt statements?~

Letus study the 2nd clause

' posed by-the - Sfi Lankan in°

his article. Hé is shedding -
‘crocodileé tears that the
Bosnian majority, Muslims
were — according  to  Tito’s

| solutron - allocated ' only 30
! percent 'of the land. Accord-
. ing to the writer, only the.

ground situation. is. the
stumbling block to. solve the :
problem. What is. the ground
What. actually
happens here, in this Island?
Who- is: causing the ground
situation? The predeminantly
Tamil populated vast area
has been and is still being
aggressed with™  Sinhalese
settlements, the Tamils being
driven out of their habitats.
This is the ground situation
today.

Let me come subsequently
to one of the most malicious
aspects of the article. The
Sri Lankan criticizes that
the Nobel Prize winners had
signed the pesce proposal,
having not studied the nature
of the ethnic problem as
ope of the ventures of their
Nobel Prize winning. What
an absurdity! The Nobel
Prize winners, Ffor their
honourable. status  might,
perhaps haven’t studied the

problem; no -no military’
solution- for- the- terrorist
problem’; but  otherwise
they - would  have certainly:

Edward George

was breached??
The whole Tamil commu--
nity absorbed it ‘as anotheér

-political stunt to dump the

the“future generations: too in
an.-autocratic trapi.
Besides-Peace-Solution? Mi-

stiudied the problem before titary Implementation? Very

drafting the peace proposal.
The' Nobel: Pfize. winners-
endeavoured enthusiasticaliy
and charitably and not at. all,
as the writer mocks,. foolishly
directed. I would like to re-
iferate-Mr. Sri Lankan, from .
Australia - ‘the Nobel Prize.
winners have not been taken -
for a ride’.

Your meckery and deval--
uation of them arel clinking:
into: our (ears  the. choras of
your. Pessimism. sl

Ins the - sixth paragraph,

~the--writer seems-to be-utterly —ling-the— N, P? Wianers - to*

asdeliberate- liar. He « says-
that ‘‘the- LTTE = the'most"
vigourous: militant force i
the: world had themselves-
brought : the IPKF" of  a:
hundred ' thousand' troops:to-
the North East to implement
the ‘Indo - Sri- Lanka pact™,
Does ‘the: Sti- Lankan know
that™ the former Pregident.

good joke. The writer seems
knowing not even' the basic™
pringiples. of the. definitionw
of a peace solution, “A peace
solution is the integral final
state  of ‘the the theme or-
themes, mutually discussed*
and on- unanimous = censent;
bilaterally signed to- be imp=
lemented™, This is* the inters
national  definition~ of a-
peace = solution: Why; then
_military-commitments?
There is - another wondi
fuldiscovery: the ~-LTTE"
alléged to ‘have been han

advance> in battle: fronte;
How: it is~feasiole, is+ an.
enigma: The-writer's: heart
is indexed very well; he-is+
fearing for something ; which
we all - know- well..

Now let: me tell. the-
Australian=based Sri. Lankan,
once and for all, that we liver
in-an-age of - transition; If

I R. Jayawardena still regrets
over the untimely withdrawal.
of thes so. called IPKF=--
which__according te.. him-=-
would” have: completely
eliminated - LTTE? Does —he-
know that” the assassinated
Presideént - Premadasa— descri-
bed the IPKF as an-aggressive
army? “Thus the~ credibility
of the writer’s statements  are
subjects” to-be: questioned,

The - Sri* Lankan- further
collapses with'his ridiculous
contradictary claims that any -
peace solution ought ' to  be
implemented -  at gun -
point; He advises the govern-
ment not to. accept. any
foreign: peace proposals here-
afiter; which do' not* carry
unconditional ‘military - com~
mitments from: the Security

what T'say is correct. thém-
the current age, is of unpre-
cedentedly, rapid- transitions:
in which aggressions and
repressions arer being challen=
ged. We have been secing
the: happenings before our.
eyes. Empires: shakéned ' to”
their: foundations --Super:
Powers = like “Soviet” Union-~ -
over” thrown; Nations* have:
obtained freedom : from- alién *
dominations; these and fur-
ther- events = Israsl= P.L.O.
compromise-De Clerke-Nelsonr
Mandela - shaking-hands are
favourable© omens of ounr—
motive-*liberation.’ Ourfutu.
1e -generations will judge: our
decision when @ they~ find=
themselves living in a happy
land* from which~ war has
been  banmished and” where
freedom- reigns.

Demand an
Commiission

In 1974, the Sri. Lankan
Police Force killed nine in-
nocent spectators who had
gone to Jaffna Veerasingham.
Hall to witness a. reception

given: to

International:
of Inquiry?

by the ‘Public, Tha. Jaffna-
Public = Affairs . Committee
decided to hold.. a public.
inquiry and in- consequence- a.
Public}iInquiry: Commission
wasappeinted.

the -
[nternational i@'—':ﬁT
Tamil Scholars
who had participated in the
Fourth Idternational Tamil
Research Conference held in
Jdfma,

The Government. in power

then failed to appoint a
Inquiry Commission, even
though it was demanded

ffoa . Public
mittee comprised two. retired
Supreme Court judges in. the
persons. of De. Kretser and
Marickavasagar and the third
was the former Bishop of
Jaffna, Rt. Rev. Kulendiran.

The.Commi-
ssion appoin-
ted: by - the Ja-
Affairs Com-

(Continued on Page 3)
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LTTE RELEASES ot

Poonakari' Sinhala P: 0. W.

The LTTE released a .Sin
Novembeér last year.

the Poonakuri battle during
On Monday, January 10;
Mr, Kirikalan, Deputy-Head
of the Political' wing of the'
LTTE, handed over a:Sinhala
seldier whom the LTTE took
captive during the Poonakari

war last November, to. the
Team Head of 'the ICRC.in-
Jaffna.

hala soldier taken, captive in

the Poonakari war and taken
prisoner by the LTTE.

The' LTTE' said" that the:
prisoner rwas ‘being released |
an ; humanitarian grounds on
anorder. made by the LTTE#
leader, Mr. V. Pirabakarans
to continue further treatment:

for hisinjuries in Colombo,

~The Sinhala -soldier= thus —  The+ prisoner~ who~ was-

released, is Ranjit Gunasekera
of Kegalle who was a Lance-
Corporal in the Gaja Bahu
Regiment “of' the ' Sri‘Lankan -
Army. He: was injured in"

released.. was taken on Mon-~
day itself from. Point Pedro:
harbour to Kankesanthurai
from: where ‘he - was- flown s
to »Colombo: from Palaly.

Council' of NGOs. 3' Years Old

~The Jaffna District: Coun- -
cil of NGOscompleted:three.
ygnn of its  formation. on
15.11.1993.

-A- function was organised
at the Sécretariat of = the

Council the same day where:

mbers of the constituent

organisations assembled;

It was' decided'! tor build |

up co-ordination: and.
co-operation amongst NGOs 1
which had ' already received !

a-boost with the—formation - -

of the Council on 15.11.1990,

=

__ (Continued from page 2y the aggrieved parties is~ to:

New the . Sinhalese - have.
féund human- skeletons * in-
al army ~ reserve* area” im
Rainapura, The Tamils were
then. fortunate in that they
had a Public Affairs Com-
mifiee : and 'were able: to-hold
a public inquiry even with-
out- the: sanction: of the
govermment ' then: in power.
But. cani the
people even imagine to hold.,
such a public inquiry into
the finding of human ske-
letons at Suriyakande? Even
if* thie: Leader ~of the Oppo-
sition desires . such'a : public:

e ta af
.:.' ‘B.. Wijeyatunge: will. not:
permit the  Commission | to-
hold its sittings.

The~ only altermative to:
demand ‘the appointment of |
an' International ' Jadicia] |
Commissions- The: Inter- -
national:, Commission: of |
Jurists (ICJ) and the Centre
for Independeace of Judges
and: Lawyers s(CIJL). ' which«
already mooted the establish-
ment. of a. permament In-
ternational Penal Court: to-

the Sinhaless. judge. war: criminals- and

perpetrators of gross human:,
rights violations anywhere
in the world “shounld be. in-
vited to lead the - campaign
to-give' moral support to-
the demand for the apoint- -
ment ofan international Judi-
cial Commission. which could .
serve asa fest case For them.
Jaffna.. __ Thiraviam.

Hlowing thelLeader’s Footsteps

In such cir
cumstances, the

is a fact that the
infra » structure of the Sri
Lankan army has been

- shaken- due to the vmilitary

defeats. encouniered by it
during - the course of ' last
year; Yet their impact created
only.criszs.in the infrasstrue
cture but did not destroy it
completely or disintegrate it.
Even during those. crises, the
military infra.structure retai..
ned its control over its forces.

The. -infra —structure - of
the Air Force in particular.
remained fairly strong. On

a4 comparative basis, it was-

the Air Force which suffered
minimum damages during the
past year. Under’ such cir-
cumstances, . the denial  of

any knowledge regarding the - and Thavady is nothing but.

aerial' attack carried-: out last

Wednesday at Thavady -and |

The explanation given for
attacks carried out by the
Air Force, was that the places
Sou targeted  were all camps
belonging: to: Liberation
Tigers!' The victims killed in
such- attacks- from- infants
to. old | persons who. have
passed the ripe old age of
ninety, were all_ listed as
*Tigers’

But the  denial of any,
knowledge - by the military
spokesman - regarding the
attack,  when. six: persons

%ocliu"- Qszw— ‘

were killed during the aerial
attack. at| Chavakachcheri

a pre - planned. plot.

There is widespread charge:

Chavakacheheri wasmot only: by -t_l_lﬂ. world |at large - that
anmischievous ; one « but | was- the Sﬂ--.La.nkan government
also aplanned actof sabots . 1S pursuing: a planned geno-

agew: Thisis similar to the~ Cide. There is ample evidence «
denial of D. B, Wijetunge:of: 10 confirm this.. Apart-from.. have-not ‘been. accepted and -
the-existence-of - an- ethnic. this,

there is  continuous

problem: in the -Island.) In. ¢ondemnation- of _the- Sri
other-words, it is: astates.

X :following the footstepg- Srass violations of - himan—attempting to—maintain that

of' the::leaders

The~Sri - Lankan: governw- ='“ e ;
ment came -out” with'several; 131i0ns of human rights which .

Lankan Government. for

rights. In the  international
arena, it is the gross vio-

: i inly remains detrimental
reasons in the past for-itg: D210
acts of genocide andattacks, 10 the Sfi Lankan State.

perpetrated by it. When sold-
iers: themselves:
committed 'wanton killings,

In. .addition;, the detection-
directly» of. human. skeletons :in tren~ .|
ches .in  the area of “Suriya=-
those were: justified, as done: kande’ in:South Sri Lanka,.

€xposure-of the
news regarding the indiscri-
mrinate: aerial attacks killing
innocent civilians and destry.
ction.of their praperties | wi||

all the more ageravate
the  difficulties of the
Srit  Lankan  government.
Further, the atmosphere

which prevails: in the werld
today; tends for the ready
acceptance by the world of
charges: levelled against the
Srii Lankan goverument, It
is in this context, that the
Sri. Lankan  government,
avoiding . statements
the past to the effect that
they attacked Tiger targets
and killed = ‘terrorists® has
started saying that they
did ‘not attack nor have any
information. of any such
attack. This is like hiding
anfull pumpkin in = a plate
of  rice! In- other words, the
Sriv. Lankan- Government
has begun: to. realize that.
its: utterances: in: the past,

the. wcrld. has  begun ta

—understand - its—propaganda.-

1t is- beeause of this, it is

attacks did not take place
at all,

But this is not a matter
that can be hidden, The
UNP'S belief ‘that if the
bodies of the victims of
its murder are buried deep
in trenches, truth will also
be buried along with those

by-a soldiersuffering - menmi;_ha&_focussed.zhe-fau-aﬂeat-—badics,—is—a falseone. The

strain. or: committed  under- ion:
~high -tension. Mereovery it+ Human- Rights organisation -
was: the:'customary; feature: on Sri Lanka. In this
‘to-~include innocent civilians~ nection; stroug charges have

into :a' general term ‘terror=

of. the Intermational

been levelled against the Sri

ists’. This wasstated~ by~ Lankan government as well

many - sections " includimg-the~ as the United National Party

President “of 'Sti Lanka him=
self.

and ‘the government has -been -

enmeshed in- a serious crisis.

cone-

human skeletons that are
exhumed . today from the

Sﬁriya#at_lde hills, are ade-

quate. to proclaim the atro-
cious murders. comitted by
the UNP.
Editorial;
EELANATHAM of 08.01.94

TEGSMI&m'af Law and Tamil Eela'm_l "

Thesawalamai is a combin-
ation of two'words. “THesa"

which* means * country  and~

‘Walamai® meaning - custom;-
and the  composite - word"
*Thesawalamai®™” is “the- Jaw~

gpp!icablé- to- the- Tamil"
intiabitants - of “North - Tamil *

Eelam and aiFthe properties-
contained therein- are-also
subject’ to- this laws:

Hkt" oq -

Dutch' Governor Simons

in~ 1704 instructed ' Claasz~

Isaacsz to inquire-into - the
customs of the:Tamilinha<

bitants of Jaffna, as: it

existed and to compife them,

In 170} lsagcsz: reported: to
Commander Van Der Diwyerin |

. This' commander dires
UMtha&this-DuIch docament ¢
be ftranslated into the Tamil
language. . He subscquently,

delivered these tramslations

to 12 ‘sensible’ Mudaliyars .
10 peruse the translatitu and
The.

Tevise, if necessary,
Mudaliyars reported agrees
ment” with' “the 'transldtion.

In 1708 these  customs were
promulgated by the Gévernor=
as+ laws After the Dutch
settlements - in Ceylon: were -
ceded to Britain by regulationn
No. 18% of " 1806, it" wasn
decldred ' that the: Code of
Customs' commonly: known |
as Thesawalamai should. be
considered to be in full
force and that allquestions
between the-Malabar  inha-
bltatants of the Province of
Jaffna or inswhich a Mala-
bar inhabitant was defendant,
should be decided according
to this Code.

The Code of Thesawalami

remained: | unchanged - inspite |
of many changes in customs

and many repeals of Statute.
The world.. has changed.

Jaffna.. has also:. changed:
Early customs are in disuse

now. Archaic customs res
garding adoption, mortgage
of slaves etc. have diss
appeared. Slavery, a. coms
ponent
Code, was abolished. A
good portion of the Code of

of Thesawalamai.,

THesawalami® is~ obsolete.
But!inspite - of all; there
are-several matters ' which
still: ‘remain to be changed.
Socio-political,' economic and

cultural changes and: advans-

ces' necessitate. abolitions,
amendments and additions
to the Law of Thesawalamai.
The Administration of " Jus-:
tice Division  of ' the Libe-
ration Tigers of Tamil
Eelam has - attempted to do

S. THIAGARAJAH

this. by bringing. a. set_of
laws  called.. ‘Thesawalamai
Law: of " Tamil Eelam® ' with
effect from 01.12:93. Some
of ! the changes that: have
been introduced: in'the - new
‘Thesawalamai' Law of Tamil
Eelam' are illustrated 'below.
Section 13 'of the Law is
a new one and a long - awai-
ted remedy to family pro-
blems in the North,

Section 13
We have known. of  cases
where young girls from poor

families are given.in .marri-
age to | wealthy men_ who
are -sickly . or invalid. This
results . from the inability
of the. girl’s parents to find
dowry and. the inability of
the: latter to. get wife from
equally  resourceful ranks.
Take- for:instance; a girl of
18- who is. without. any
dowry; beinggiven -in matri-
age ta a: wealthy but sickly
person -of the: age: of 25.
The girl ;has no . say over
the - affair, as her parents
are unable to find the dowry.
Parents, because of their
poverty, agreeto this marri-
age and’ the girl like a good
obedient child has to agree
to the marriage. The couple
lead a.married life :for- all
purposes. Suppose the man
who ' is - already sick  dies,
say  afterr seven  years of
married life, without any
issues, what is the position
of 'the girl who married
him purely due to econo-
mic reasons? After the thirty
first day ceremony of the

deceased man, the girl (wife)

~ who would now be 25 years

old and in the prime of
life, can and will be chased
out of the husband’s house
either by the parents of the
hiisband. or. brothers or
sisters of the husband because
the. *Mudusam’® property
(ancestral property) reverts
to the parental side, if the
man dies without any issue.
The wife whose parents
would  have been dead by
now, or would not be in a
position  to support her beca-
use. of other commitments
they have to face after this
girl’s marriage, will be left
in  the lurch. and she is
doomed for ever. Now, we
take the reverse of this
problem. A healthy man
who does not possess any
property but who is capable
of looking after a family,
is- married to a girl to whom
a house andgarden is given
as ' dowry. The man carries
on a normal life, looks after
his wife well, makes necess-
ary repairs to the house of
his “wife and also improves
the land, Unfortunately, this
couple is not blessed with

(Continued to page 4)
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Aerial Bombing at

Nedunkerni:

HUSBAND-
WIFE KILLED

Two Puccaro S.L. Air
Force planes bombed Nedun-

kerni in  the Mullaitiva
District  resulting in the
death —of two,- serious in-

jury to one and heavy damage
to property.

'On Tuesday, January 11,
about 10.45 a.m. two Sri
Lankan Air Force Puccaro
bombers bombed the village

of Nedunkerny. Many houses
and tractors were damaged,
A husband and wife,
parents of four children,
died - on the spot. The
deceased are M. Jeyanathan
(44) and his wife N. Va=
santha (40)., Another woman
sustained serious injuries.
Harvested crops like to-
bacco and chillies worth Rs.

6,637 school Kifs contain-
_ing evercise books, pens,
pencils and rulers donated
by UNICEF to the Council
of NGOs, Jaffna District,
have been distributed amon-
gst school children living in

~ camps for displaced persons.

~ DOMATION REACHES THE DONEES

through the different NGOs™

in - charge - of each AGA’s
Division, W
This information is contai-

ned in NETWORK (Decem-

ber 1993, Issue)- the newslet-
ter published by the Council
of NGOs, Jaffna District.

200,000/-
destroyed.

A school was in session
when the bombing started.
Teachers -and —students ran
in all directions in great
panic to -escape the bomber
attack.

were completely

No Movement—
(Continued from 'page 1)
When a local Red Cross

official was asked about

this order he would neither
confirm nor deny it. When

~ further asked whether people

have to wait for a night
tragedy to test the receipt

of the Military order he
merely gave an evasive
smile,

“ews in Brich

o

January 2 - Sunday
Three Sri Lankan  Air
Force Puccaro planes bomb-
ed several areas in Manal
Aru at 10.40 a.m. Inall six
bombs were dropped. Several
trees were damaged. There
was no report of casualties
or damages to buildings.

January 3 - Monday

—— children. Suppose-his

rely injured when anS. L.
Air Force helicopter propel-
led a grenade and fired 50
calibre guns at Chavakach-
cheri about 5.00a.m. P.
Thiagarajah (56) of Innuvil
East and T. Rajamanickam
(39) of Chunnakam were
injured by 50 calibre gun

~ fire and—'S. Thangarajah of

One Sri Lankan Air Force Navatkuli suffered inju_ries
Puccaro plane carried out O the—grenade —explosion.—

aerial surveillance over resi-
dential areas in Point Pedro

~ twice, once around 7.00 a.m,

and later at 9.15 a. m,

— January 4 - Tuesday ——
Three persons wers seve-

The injured are admitted
" for treatment at the Jaffna
Hospltal

An LTTE militant
was—injured —in_a surprise
attack carried out by the

“who

Special Task Force around

12 noon at Thumpankerny

__.in _ the Batticaloa Disfr- |

ict took his own Ilife by
swallowing cyanide to escape
arrest by the Sri Lankan
Forces.
January 9 - Sunday
Yet another woman who
suffered serious
when the Sri Lankan Au'
Force planes bombed 5t.
James Church, Gurunagar
on November 17th and under=

__going treatment at the Jaffna
Hospital passed away. The

deceased was a displaced

person from  Mandativu,
named - Kurusupillai — Arul-
nayaki (42). The death-toll
_due to that bombing has
now risen to Il. (eleven).

==

'l‘lwsawalanmi i

(Continued from page 3)

wife
predeceases him after say
—a period of thirty years of
married life. In this instance,

~ Independence

of Women

Another long-felt need of
the changing social structure
of Tamil society has been
fulfilled by the new Thesa-

_ the parents of the wife, if galdmai Law. Section 19 of

they are living or the heirs
of the wife can and do,
chase the dutiful husband
away because he has mno
right over the dowry property
of the wife; The house and
the land revert according to
Thesawalamai to the heirs of
the wife. The husband is
not an heir to the dowry
property of his deceased
wife. "Lhis has beea rectified

by Section 13 of ‘the These-

walamai Law of Tamil Eelam.
The new law says that if

during subsistence of a valid
marriage, one of the spouses
died childless, the remaining

one, if he or she does not
contract a second marriage,

will beentitled to }th share
of the property
decased spouse.

This is a long - awaited
and timely remedy to the
evils existing in our society.
The old Thesawalamai Law
has been changed in this
regard.

of the-

this law states that married
women —— are — independent
like men and that they can
dispose of their property
and the half share of the
acquired propzrty — without
the consent of the husband.
Earlier, once married any
sale, mortage or donation
of the dowry property needs
the sanction and consent
of the husband and in
writing, This was an ano-
maly. Many married men
leave their wives and go
abroad. There some may
acquire a new wife or part-
ner and do nof return home
or provide for the subsi-
stence of the wife or children.
In that event, even though
the woman hag property of
her own, she is prevented
from disposing the same
even to eke out a living
because Thesawalamai requi-
res the consent in writing
of the husband for the sale
or mortgage 'of her  pro-

perty. The new law has
tectified this anomaly. As
a consequence of this pro-
vision, another section, viz
Section 21, entitles a woman
to sue in any courfof law
without joining her husband,
as was in the past. A woman
can also be sued without
the husband being joined.
0Old Laws

The new Law in its final
section says that provisions
in the earlier Thesawalamai
Code will be supplemented
subject to the changes now
brought _in.

With the advancement of
the Tamil society and due
to social changes, there are
still matters- like right to
pre-empt property and rights
pertaining to share in wells
or right to the use of water
in the well, should draw
the attention of the society
and proper steps taken to
put things in order. What-
gver it is. this new Thesa-
walamai Law is timely and

has been issued to cater to
the needs of the changing
Tamil society.

New Era Publications,
Luckshmi building, Dutch Rd,
Kalviyankadu, Jaffna.

DEMOCRATIC PROCESS
-Sri Lankan Style

1. Sinnathamby Sithiravel of Muhathuyaram
2. Sellappah Veerakutty of Muhathuyaram
Tharmapillai Ekananthamoorthy of
Poomarathadichenai

Vairamuthu Nagenthiram of Verugal
Viswalingam Jeeva of Verugal
Vairamuthu Rasa of Verugal
Sellathamby Velayutham of Verugal
Kathirgaman Ramupillai of Karukkamunai
Veerakutty Arulnesarasa of Poonagar

10, Arunasalam Selvarasa of Poonagar.

The above ten are some prominent persons in
Verugal, Mutur, Trincomalee District. ' :

They have been arrested by the Sinhala Army.

Why? What offence have they committed?

They have declined to file ‘nomination papers’
for the intended local government “elections’ the
Government of - Sri Lanka proposes-tostage in
certain parts of occupied Tamil Eelam territory!

The government of Sri Lanka Iéaves no stone
untu_med to see that everyone joins the ‘democratic
process’ it sets in motion under the ‘democratic
| way of life’ it has bequeathed to the sufferers un-

i

© @SS A

der its mﬂntary boots,

Soif yeu prefer to mind your own business in-
stead of minding others business you are liable to
~be arrested by the Sinhala Army-perhaps a- -unique—§—
situation in the whole world! Why not world demo-

crats try to learn the ‘democratic way of h_fe’ from
the Sri Lankan government? ' '

District Conrt at Pntlmkudlylrrnppu

A Tamil Eelam District
Court was opened at Puthu-
kudiyirruppu in the Mullai-
tivu District,

Mr, Parz, the Head of the
Administration of Justice
Division, presided over the
function.

The national flag was
hoisted by the Special Com-
mander of the LTTE for
Mullaitivu, Mr, Solomon and

the court was declared
open by Mr. Appachchi,
_the LTTE’s Mu]lanwu com-
mander,

M/s. — Ponthiyagam, — P.
Nadesan, Mr. Gemini and
Mr. Mathan also participated
in the function.

The  Puthukudiyirruppu
District Court is the sixth
Tamil Felam Court to be
openzd.

Economic Embargo and Banned Gm)ds

A Sinhala gentleman is
reported to have criticised
recently the economic embar-
go placed on Tamil Eclam

We have lived with this
embargo for three and a
half-years now and some
have forgotten things they
used or consumed. Here is
the list of banned items:
1. Arms/Ammunition
. Explosives
. Toy Guns
. Electric Wire
. Remote control devices
. Electrical /Electronic toys
Helmets
. Binoculars
. Telescopes
. Compasses
. Cloth material similar to

those worn by security

Forces
. Iron and Iron Rods
. Aluminium / Aluminium

ware
14, Empty Gunny Bags
15, Cement
16. Bicycle razors
17. Timber
18, Barbed wire
19, Wire cutters

20: Inflammable materials

21. Camphor

22, Coal A

23. Urea fertilizer

24, Batteries of all varieties

25, Radio spare parts

26. Electrical epuipment

27. Plastic cans

28, Motor vehicle tyres

29, Maotor vehicle spare parts

30. Motor cycles

31. Printing papers

32. Typing/duplicating sheets

33. Printing machines & other
equipmentused in printing

34, Roneo and photostat
machines

35. School bags

36. Gold

37. Alcohol

38, Surgical equipment

34, Medicines

40, Petrol /Diesel [Lubricants

41. Polythene/Polythene bags

42, Wax [ Candles

43, Turpentine, Brasso, Shoe
Polish

44. Soap

45. Chemicals

46. Soya based food

47, Sweets and confccuonery 9
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