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The Rt. Rev. Duleep De Chickera Lgth 7 5 "NARON CASTEISM:

Bishop of Colombo:

Kurunegala preached

The brokenness of the warld,
country are fast losing the trust and confidence in democracy And

of those who matter, seem to be ha

injustice are rampant. The underworld has been active quite open|
matter. Religious and social disharmony is being created by inter

n Thursday the 24th of May , Ascension Day, Rt, Rev. Dy ep De

Chickera was ordained as the 14th
Cathedral of Christ The Living Saviour. Rt, Rev. DR.John Packer Bishop of
Ripon & Leeds represented the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. The other
Bishops who participated at the episcopal
Kenneth Fernando former Bishop of Colombo, Kumara llangasinghe Bishop
of Kurunegala, Subramaniam Jebanesan Bishop of
the Church of South India, Swithin Fernando former Bishop of Colomba,
Andrew Kumarage former Bishop of Kurunegala
Irenaeous Bishop of Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar. The Speaker of
the House Anura Bandaranaike Minister
Kadirgamar, Ranil Wickremasinghe the Leader of the Opposition, Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs Harendra Corea,
Roman Catholic dignatories and members of the Diplomatic
also present at the service, Bt. Rev, K.

Bishop of Colombg at the

ordination were the Rt, Revds.
the Jaffna Diocese of
and Dr, Joseph Mar
of Foreign Affairs Luxman
Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim &

Corps were
lfangasinghe, the Bishop of

the sermon on the text John 15: 16 “ You did nat
choose me, | chose you and appointed you that
fruit, the kind of fruit that endures”
said that we were called to live and

you should go and bear
. Bishop lllangasinghe in his sermon
Serve in a society, which is passing

through a valley of death: The world's standards are deteriorating fast. An
era where information is cheap, but wisdam is hard to come by,

and especially that of our

ving confidence in violence,

country has escalated to a civil war, People of our
the democratic institutions like the elections. Many
to achieve their ends, Corruption, dishonest and
y with definite support and nurture of those wha
ested persons destroying the whole fabric of our -

society. Today life is denied in many aspects of our society. The fruit that we need to bear is to affirm life in the midst
young Assistant Superintendent of Customs - Sujith Prasanna Perera who was
essary to pay by his own life, to stay committed to his own convictions and to
remain determined not to fall in line with the corrupt practices.

of death. We have the example of the
gunned down recently, It became nec

* You did not choose me, but

| chose

and bear fruit, the kind of fruit that endures. *
in the work of recanciliation in our church for some years. He needs more and

Fr. Duleep has been engaged

more support and guidance to widen the scope of hi

time that we had a re-laok at the caus

different circumstances. Can we preach the Gosp

divided.The most unfortunate thing is
Jesus Christ. Some of our adamant

theological persuasions have torn us apart. We need much more |

are divided on race, religion and langu

will have to give leadership to bring people
only by such togetherness that we can affir
leader will be strengthened by the words of
world, but be transformed by the renewin

es that divided

you and appointed you, that you should go

s work. Today we Christians are divided into denominations. It is
us centuries ago, in other regions of the world, under completely
el of reconciliation to a divided country, as long as we remain

that we are also divided sharply in our understanding of God and God's work in

age. If

humility and God's grace.In the wider community we
we are to affirm life in the midst of death, a person who is chosen by God
together. The good shepherd will be able to keep the flock together. It is
m values of God‘s Reign among us. In the face of such responsibility any
Saint Paul. writing to the Romans he said, * Do not be conformed to this
a of your mind, so that you may discern the will of God, what is good and

acceptable and perfect”. Itis the duty of both clergy and the laity to always uphold the Bishop in their prayers. Let us
rededicate ourselves, not only as the Diocese of Colombo, but as the church in our country to work with much

dedication and commitment to affirm
end.

life in the midst of earth,

May God empower the new Bishop and all of us, to this

A Retreat for the old students:
The old students of the Christian
Theological Seminary, Marutha
namadam organized a retreat for
themselves on Monday the 14th May,
Two important addresses were given
at this retreat, which was conducted
at the Christa Seva Ashram,
Maruthanamadam.

Rev. Fr. Michael Soundara
nayagam of the St. Xaviers Catholic
Seminary gave a talk on relevant
ministry for the people of the North,
The Bishop of the JDCSI gave a talk
on theology, for the people in a war
torn country. Rev. Milton., S.
Solomon, President of the old students
union canducted the worship,

Wedding

CSl Church Uduvil was the scene of
a pretty wedding on Monday the 7th
May when Rev. Jude Sutharshan, son
of Mr. & Mrs. S. Mahendran of
Manipay led to the altar Christina
Jebajothy daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Yogaratnam Paul of Eevinai,
Chunnakam. The homily was
preached by the Rev, A, A, Paul. The
marriage was solemnized by the
Bishop Rt. Rev, Dr, 8. Jebanesan. The
service was followed by a fellowship
lunch at the Uduvil Girls’ College. The
Bridegroom is the worker in charge
of the €S| Church Sandilipay and the
bride is on the tutorial staff of Girls'
College, Uduvil

William Mather Memorial Women’s
Centre, Maruchanamadam

The general meeting of the Women
Centre, Maruthana madam was held
at Saturday the 5th May. The
following were elected Office
Bearers: President — Dr, Miss. C.V.
Selliah, Secretary- Mrs. Gnana-
ponrajah, Treasurer - Mrs, M.
Rajasingam & Manager Mrs. Blossom
Manickasingam.

Vesak Lanterns in Jaffna

The Security Forces in Jaffna have
put up Vesak Lanterns in Jaffna Town
and in the suburbs, Most of the
lanterns are in the army camps and
sentry points, They have also vesak
lanterns in some of the ponds.

The Christian Institute for the Study
of Religion and Society conducted a
seminar on caste in Jaffna then and
now. The keynote address was given
by Dr. 8. Sivalingarajah, Head of the
Department of Tamil, University of
Jaffna. The address was followed by
a lively discussion,

Dr. 8. Sivalingarajah in his address
said that even though casteism is not
considered to be a decent topic for
discussian in Jaffna, the sting was
very much with us, There were forty
castes at the turn of the century,
Many have naturally disappeared. He
said that in South India not only high
caste people but the depressed were
also keen on preserving their identity.
alarge number of people attended the
seminar and raised relevant guestions,

SAM ANNAN MEMORIAL HOSTEL
The Ashram Board that met on the
5th of May resolved to start work on
the construction of Sam Annan
Memorial Hostel in the premises of
Christa Seva Ashram. It will be built
between the Octagon and Periyannan

Memarial Hall. The following building

Committee was also elected:

Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan
{Chairman)

Sevak S, Philipkumar
{Secretary)

Rev. K. Karunasekera

Rev. N.5.P. Nesakumar
Mr. A. Rajasingam

Mr. Ben Gunaratnam

& Mr. Vethanayagam Silva

It was decided to have the dedication
of the hostel on 26th January 2002,
the 3rd Death Anniversary of Sevak
Sam Alfred.

DR. D.T. NILES 31ST DEATH
ANNIVERSARY.

The Jaffna Christian Union resolved
to conduct a memorial service on the
17th of July 2001 at St. Peter's
Church Jaffna to mark the 31st Death
Anniversary of late Dr. D, T. Niles, the
veteran theologian and scholar of
Jaffna. Dr. Niles died on the 17th of
July 1870 at the age of 62,

CURFEW RELAXED BY
ANOTHER ONE HOUR

The curfew in Jaffna is now from 9.00
p.m. to 5.00 a.m. The Operational
Headquarters, Palaly, announced the
change of timing on Friday, the 4th
May:.

NIMALARAJAN MURDER

The Nimalarajan murder investigations
have now been handed over to the
Criminal Investigation Department of
Sri Lanka. The public has been
informed to give evidence 1o
apprehend the criminal, while they are
in Jaffna,
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THEMORNING STAR

DE-PROSCRIBING - A NECESSITY FOR TALKS

The return of the Norway's special peace envay Erik Solheim from the Vanni with thle lh‘rne
important conditions put forth by the LTTE viz, lifting of the ban imposed on the organization,
cease-fire and the total removal of the embargo on goods, have cast a gloomy shadow on
the success of the peace-talks everybody was expecting to happenin the near future. It may
seem disaﬁpufnting to many who eagerly wait to see an end to the never ending cycle of
violence and the disastrous situation. However, ane needs to think aloud.

The ban impased on the LTTE and the extent of continued canvassing with the
foreign countries by the Sri Lankan Government have not only tlosed all avenues of any direct
negotiations with the arganization, but also the communication with the ‘banned” mavement.
Itis needless tosay that it has paved way to the bittemess in the hearts of the affected ones.
The call to all the Tamil political parties to unite together to voice in favour of
pressurizing the government has to same extent given good results. “The ban must be lifted
as one canno! speak to a persan having banned or manacled even a suspect taken before @
court of law has his handeuffs removed before the judge,” said, the leader of ACTC and MP,
Mr. Appathurai Vinayagamoorthy. The TULF leader Mr, Anandasangari painted out, “Although
it is not much belated as much damage has been done it is still not late ta lift the ban on the
LTTE and commence negotiations as equals immediately.” Mr. Suresh Premachandran of
EPRLF said “Before the government banned the LTTE the government was fighting it for
mare than 20 years, We believe that lifting of the ban would not be a drawback for the
goversment, The government must think twice and lift the ban at least temporarily if the
pieace process is to continue, so we call upon the government to [ift the ban and commence
negotiations immediately.” :

The General Secretary of EROS, Mr. K. Sudhakaran was quoted as saying, “If ane
was genuinely interested in peace negotiations then the ban on the LTTE must be lifted.
Today the LTTE is the only organization that has the right to speal on behalf of the Tamils as
all ather arganizatians had some what entered democratic political mainstream and it was
anly the LTTE that was continuing to fight and had the right to speak to government. The
Tamil peaple wish that the LTTE, their sole representative at the talks speaks as equals with
government. Soif any talks with the LTTE are to be meaningful the ban on the LTTE must be
lifted at least temporarily untif talks continue. So we call upon the government to [ift the ban
and commence negotiations immediately,”

~ Along with the political parties mentioned above, the civil society groups and peace
organizations in Sri Lanka are also mounting pressure on the government to lift the ban on
LTTE or at least to suspend it in order to clear the path for talks. Thaugh the above mentioned
groups are for the ifting the ban on LTTE it is understoad that there is vehement opposition
from some of the Sinhala nationalists against such a mave.

The people of SriLanka as a whole are realizing the effects of the war — nof only
the deaths on both sides, and the civilian casualty but also the destruction and high cost of
food and taxes due to the war, The voices from both sides seem to make the hope for the
peace-talk a delusion. Yielding on the issue of lifting the ban would certainly bring good
results in the process of holding peace-talks since such a ban did not exist when the previous
talks were held. LTTE sat at peace negotiations as equal partners. Hence, lifting the ban is
mandatory for meaningful talks. It is somewhat encouraging to note that the Narwegian
Peace Envoy Erik Salheim has not given up his effort, for in a statement he has mentioned
that he would never give up his stand at securing peace for the country.

The message we get from our religion is the message of hape! Let us anchor our
hape on God who is the only hope of the hopeless!

Hope against hope we wait Lord

Faced by the fast barred gate Lord

Faith never says too late Lord
Forin Thee we hope!

.
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Transfers

The following transfers were made at the meeting of the Executive Committes of the

JDCSI held on Friday the 27th April 2001:

Sandilipay Rev. 5. Mathiyaparanam

Nuwara Eliya Rev. 8. Kuganeswaran (Assistant Pastor)
Varany Rev. Anthony Suthahar

Kilinochchi Rev. A, Jeyakumaran

Batticaloa Rev. Daniel Ranjith Thanarajasingam
Bharathipuram Murikandy Bro. 8.J. Thurairatnam

Samathanapuram (Akkarayan) Rev. Jerome Paul

Mallavi & Mankulam
Konavil & Shalomnagar
Visvamadu & Suthanthirapuram  Rev, Paul Suresh

Colombo (Assistant) till Sept 2001 Rev, K. Karunakaran
Jeyapuram

Bro. Sathees Daniel
Rev. John Selvam

Rev. 5. Gnapragasam
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la note from London|

We belong to a beautiful family at
Udupiddy, Jaffna. My parents had
three boys and two girls, [n the early
part of 1987 the Sri Lankan army
bombed our house and my father was
killed in the bombardment. My
mother had to look after her five
children and took a job as a cook for
one of the political groups in Jaffna.
Again and again she was warned by
the rival groups not to work for their
rivals, She argued saying that she
had no other means of looking after
her children. One day at about 5
O'clock they came with rifles and
shot our mother in front of her
children, Through fear we ran to our
neighbour’s house and hid ourselves
under their bed. The following day
neighbours took the body of our
mother and buried. For about a week
our relations and neighbours looked
after us.

On the 8th day the C.S.I.
Priest of Udupiddy came and met us
and through the Project Officer of the
C.S.l. three of us were admitted to
Levi Spaulding Boys" Home and my

Obituary
Mrs. Glary Packiyam Veluppillai

Mrs. Glory Packiyam Veluppillai of Atchuvely
passed away on Manday the 4th April 2001.She
was the mother of Mrs. Jeharanjani and
grandmother of Jebananthy (Medical Faculty
Jaffna) and Jebanandan City University, London.
The funeral took place on Wednesday the Znd
May in the residence of her daughter at 326
Point Pedra Road, Nallur, Jaffna. The funeral
service was conducted by the Rev. T.
Thevanesan, Circuit Pastor Atchuvely assisted
by the Revds. P. Thevarajah and A.Y.
Jesuthasan. The Bishop pronounced the
benediction. The mortal remains were then
removed to Atchuvely Cemetery for interment.

twao sisters were admitted to Harriet
Winslow Girls'Home, Pandaterruppu.
After studying in the High Schoal the
eldest served as warden in the Boys
Home at Batticaloa for six months and
proceeded to London with the support
given by Mrs. Thabothini
Ganeshalingam. The two sisters
joined the University of Jaffna and
pursued their degree studies. For the
younger sister a marriage was
arranged in Londan by the elder
brather and she left the University
studies half way and got married to a
young man who was living in Londan
Subsequently the younger brother and
the elder sister moved to London with
the support given by the eldest brother
who had by this time established
himself in Londan,

Now we are living happily in
London trying to forget what had
happened to our parents. But we
always remember with gratitude what
the KINDER NOT HILFE had done for
us through the Homes managed by
the JDCSI.

Obituary:

We are sorry to record the death of Mrs.
Thavamalar Sarangapany of Nunavil which took
place on Tuesday the 15th of May. She was a
daughter of late Mr & Mrs Chinnizh of Nunavil
and wife of Thevathasan Sarangapany. She
leaves behind besides, her hushand, daughters
Vasanthi (Canada) Suganthi (Canada) and son

Regi (France) and daughter Joy. The funeral
service took place on Thursday the 17th May
at her present residence at Dutch Road, Uduvil,
The funeral service was conducted by Rev. P.J.
Suriyakumar, Worker in Charge Nunavil. Rt. Rev.
Dr. S. Jebanesan preached the sermon. The
remains were then removed to CSI Cemetery

for interment.

THANTHAI CHELVA MEMORIAL TRUST
At the meeting of Thanthai Chelva Memaorial Trust held on Monday the 30th April,

the following were elected Office Bearers:

Mr. Mavai S. Senathirajah, M.P. &

Chairman Bishap S. Jebanesan
Vice Chairmen Mr. N. Sivasithamparam &
Secretary Prof. K. Sittampalam

Administrative Secy.

Mr. M.K. Jeevagathas

Treasurer Mr. S.S. Kulanayagam, J.P. I -
Committee Members: Mr. K. Sachithananthan

Mr. S. Sivamaharajah
Mr. V.G. Thangavel, J.P.
Mr. P. Kanagasabapathy

The members also resolved to publish a book containing the important speeches of Mr.
Chelvanayagam and a pictorial depicting the various aspects of Mr. Chelvanayagam’s
life. It was decided to have the next meeting of the Trust on Saturday the 16th June

2001

14 SOLDIERS IN REMAND
The 14 soldiers who were charged with
the murder of civilians at Mirusuvil are
continuing to be in remand. They were
produced before the Magistrate
Chavakacheheri on Wednesday the 25th
April. The Magistrate ordered them to be
remanded till the Sth of May.

SARATHAMBAL MURDER
The officials of the Criminal Investigation
Department has informed that they could
not proceed with the inquiry on the murder
of Sarathambal the Bramin Girl who was
killed in Pungudutivu as they could not get
sufficient evidence. However, they have
announced that they could proceed with
the inquiries if the public comes forward
to give evidence. The father of Sarathambal
committed suicide a few months ago,
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