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. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE DIOCESE OF COLOMBO AND THE

¥ JAFFNA DIOCESE OF CS| WILL BE STRENGTHENED.
- SAYS BISHOP DULEEP CHICKERA

Ihe Bishop of Colombo the Rt. Revd
Duleep K. Chickera visited the
Bishop's house and Jaffna College on
Thursday, the 21st June 2001, He
was accompanied by his wife Geetha

* Chickera and a few Anglican pastors
based in Colombo.They were taken
in a procession to Ottley Hall, Jaffna
College after a tea party at Bishop's
House. The College Band led them
to the Hall,

Revd A.A. Paul, the Principal of Jaftna
College, in his opening remarks said

Two Women
Miss

Kandiah Sivaranjint [21) of Kalvayal, Jattna and Meg

that the visit of Colombo Bishop to
Jaffna College was a great honour to
the Institute and a reminder of the age
long connection between Jaffna
College and the Dioceses of
Kurunegala and Colombo. He also
presented a memento on behalf of the
College. The Rt. Revd Dr. S.
Jebanesan, the Bishop in Jaffna said
that he was happy than an able,
intelligent and young person has
become the Bishop of Colombo. He
further said that the relationship
between the Colombo Diocese and the

Mumatathou

Ramachandran(39) of Vavuniya came to Colombo and ware residing at Hague
Lodge; Bambalapitiya. They said that the minar employees of the lodge viz; T
Rajendran, K. Senthooran, Y. Mahindan and Manager of the Lodge Karunakaran
forced them to have sexual intercourse with them threatening that they will be
reported to the Police that they were LTTE informants if they do not comply.
Subsequently they reported to Bambalapitiya Pelice who arrested them and
kept them in the Police custedy. While they were in the Police Station they
wera subjected to vary cruel sexual abuse,

The two unfortunate women have reported these to the Human Rights
Commission. The Judicial Medical Officer had confirmed that they had been

subjected to very severe sexual assault.

Mr. A. Vinayagamoaorthy , M.P. has filed action in Human Rights Commission

against the culprits.
(Vide Virakesari 5.6.2001)

Mr. Suresh Thampoe

Mr. Noel Suresh Thampoe, Director
of Projects of the Diocese left the
Island in mid May on a visit to
Switzerland, Germany, Canada and
USA. During this visit he is expected
to meet with our Partners in Mission
and discuss the various projects
funded by them, especially the
orphanages and children’s homes. He
will also take this opportunity of
discussing with the church
congregation the progress made thus
far and explain to them the beneficial
results. He will be back in early July.

Obituary _

freda Yogendran
The death occurred on the 14th of
Eehruary of Mrs, Breda Yogendran
peloved wife of Gladstone Rajaratnam
Yogendran (Jae), loving daughter of late
Mr Morrissey and Mrs, Marissay of
Ireland, daughter in law of Mr. & Mrs,
A.Y, Rajaratnam of Uduvil, Sister in law
of Havi (Australla), Thanji Sreeharan
« (LK), Indi (Canadal, Jeyam IUK), Challa
(Norway) and Gnana (Canada), Funeral
Service took place en the 23rd ot
Eebruary at the St. Nicholas Church
Toating London and the remains were
flown to lreland her hirthplace for
intermeant
Mo, 4 Antrobus Close, Cheam, Suttor,
Surrey SM1 2EL UK

Rev. Mathews Karunakaran

from South India

Rev, Mathews Karunakaran from India
has been invited by the Jaffna Diocese
to be an Associte in the Colombo
Parish tor a period of three months.
He is a Professor of Music at the
Tamil Nadu Theological Seminary,
Arasaradi, Madurai, South India. He
will conduct ehurch musie and
warship services.

'FRST YEAR REMEMBRANCE
LYDIA CHELLAMMAH THIAGARAJAH
Entered Glory: June 23, 2000

"I have fought the good tight,
| have finished the race,

| have kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 47
Affectionately remembered by
Childreh, In-laws, Grandchildren & all
loved ones

Jattna Diocese of the CS| had been
extremely cordial during the past ten
years, He also said that the Anglican
Diocese of Colombo and the Jaffna
Diocese of the Church of South India
would continue to work in
collabofauon in the years to come.
Revd G. Nadarajah, the Secretary of
the JDCS| made a presentation on
behalf of the Diocese. Mr. Noel Hoole
made a presentation on behalf of the
Jaffna College Institute of
Technology,

Governing Council of the
CMC & Hospital Vellore

Mr. Noel A Vimalendran and Mr
Milroy R. Selvarajah have left for
South India, to attend a meeting of
the Governing Council of the Christian
Medical College & Haospital, Vellore
to be held next week. The meeting
will be at the Scudder Memaorial
Auditorium, at Bagayam in Vellore.
They would have an opportunity to
meet the two sponsored medical
students of the Jaffna Diocese at a
dinner meeting on the opening day

Jaffna College Institute

The Jaffna College Institute of Technol

The Bishop of Colombuo, in his reply
said that he was happy that he was
able to visit Jaffna College. He
mentioned that the relationship
between the CS| Jaffna Diocese and
the Colombo Anglican Diocese would
be strengthened, Bishop Chickera laid
the foundation stone for the middle
school complex of Jaffna College. The
Bishop and party left Vaddukoddai
after participating in a fellowship lunch
at the Principal’s bungalaw. Bishop's
visit to Jaffna College was the first
item in his itinerary in Jaffna,

A NEW PRESBYTER

Revd Ms. Angela Tampiyappa was
otdained Presbyter of the Uniting
Church in Australia at a solemn service
at Trinity Church, Altona, Australia on
Friday, May 22, 2001. The lessons
were read by Mr Godired Bonney,
Kingsbury Alagaratnam and Ms. Betty
Watson. Revd lan Smith preached the
sermon. The Secretary of the
Presbytery Bev Lambie presented the
candidate for ordination.

of Technology [JCIT]

agy continues to provide opportunities -

in Tertiary Education far the school leavers. The following tablet may give a
glimpse of current enrollment of students:

Course

Automohbile (Craft Certificate) - 1 year
Electrical Wiring (Craft Certificatel
Radio & TV (Craft Certificate) - 1 year
Foundry Practice [Craft Foundation)
Mechanical Craftsmanship (Craft Certificat

1 year

& months

o) 2 years

Air-conditioning & Reftigeration (Craft Foundation) -6 months.
Technician Diploma in Eleclronics & Telecommunications - 3 years

Diplama in Civil Draftsmanship
year

Diplama in Computer Programming - 1

Advanced Diplama in Computer Programming - 2 years

Certificate in Visual Basic Programming - 5 months
Cerlificate in Business Applications (Accoss Word & Excel & Power Pointl 3 months

All JCIT Diplomas are in schedule of e
Lanka, The Ministry of Rehabilitation a

xemption from open university of Sri
nd Reconstruction Autharity of North

(RRAN) conducts vecational training courses for Chankanal AGA Divisiqn at
JCIT using its facilities. The courses are Waood Work Technology, Repairs &

Maintenance of Agricultural machinary.
15 60

The total enrollment for these courses

JCIT's Computer department got membership as Association of Computer

Training Organizations (ACTOS) at Co
Lanka from last May. This
employment prospact.

JCIT plans to commence lectures for t
Tachnology
from September 2001,

uneil of Information Technology, Sri

will give its students passing out a better

he Bachelor's Degree in Infarmation

(BIT) given as an external degree by the University of Colombo
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SAID THE ROEIN TO THE SPARROW
-

Said the Robin to the Sparrow

| should really like to know

Why these anxious human beings

Rush about and worry so.

Said the Sparrow to the robin
Friend, | think that it must be

That they have no Heavenly Father
Such as cares for you and me.
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FHEMORNING STAR

~ EDITORIAL

The present impasse on peace talks
have been complicated when the Sri
Lankan Government did not invite
Eric Solheim for talks when he
visited Sri Lanka recently
accompanying the Minister of

-JForeign Affairs of Norway. It is not

easy to accept this unilateral
removal of a person who has been
facilitating a way for peace
negotiations between the
Gavernment and the LTTE for about
two years, Solheim's meeting with
Mr. Prabaharan on November 01,
2000 was indeed a histaric
breakthtough in the stagnant peace

fprocess since it instilled hope bath

in enhancing and expediting the
peace process. Perhaps this
occasion was the beginning of an
end for Eric.

It may be of pertinence to bring to
mind that which fqlluwed after this
meeting in Mallavi, in the Wanni

IRegion. Reports said that Mr,

Prabaharan had agreed to engage
in direct negotiations with the
government within the parameters
of a united and territorially indivisible
Lanka on the one hand, and, a
settlement fulfilling the aspirations
of the Tamils on the other, It is also
true that while the LTTE was not
setting any pre - canditions like
demanding a withdrawal of
government troaps from Jaffna, the
LTTE leader, however, insisted on
creating a congenial environment of
normalcy to prevail in the Tamil
areas as a prerequisite before talks.
This was found to be reasonable to
Solheim. Solheim kept on being in
touch with the LTTE leaders,
especially with the theoretician Dr-
Anton Balasingham in London, This
amicable relationship with the LTTE
enabled Solheim to conduct his
peace brokering with finesse. The
relationship he maintained was of
immense value for confidence
building and making space for
mutual knowing.

It was quite obvious that some
circles were not happy with the role
played by Solheim since the
beginning, His integrity and
independence were not appreciated.
Contrary to this view, the LTTE saw
in him an experienced and a very
objective diplomat committed 1o the
Peace cause. He might not have
understood the Tamil cause in the
manner the Tamils wanted him to
know, but nonetheless the Tamil
community and the International
community were impressed by the
sincerity of the diplomat. The
government took the rather unusyal
step of removing Solheim from the
peace process by appealing 1o a
higher authority in Norway. So it
would be rather difficult for the LT TE
to accept another Norwegian party
Just because the governmen finds
it desirable to do so, Meanwhile,
the LTTE has come out with many

-

THE SIDELINING OF ERIC SOLHEIM

statements oriticizing  the
government tor sidelining the peace
process by belittling the role of
Solheim

If Solheim would be removed from
the scene the newcomer will have
to starl a fresh all over again. Erik
has explained the sentiments of both
sides and was in a position to build
up trust that is very much needed
for negotiations, The International
community also expressed much
faith in Solheim. The LTTE is not
opposed 1o a peaceful and
maaningful settlement of the Tamil
problem. |t showed its sincerity
earlier by declaring a unilateral
cease-fire that lasted nearly four
months and at the cost of lasing
maore than 160 cadres,

It has to be noted that things were
getting aggravated since Solheim
almost endorsed what Dr Anton
Balasingham said on the issue of
‘reaching an agreement for peace
talks.” He clearly said that while
progress had been made no
agreement on beginning talks had
been reached. This had
embarrassed the government
officials, especially the Minister of
Foreign Aftairs. Eric's imitiative of
the drafling of a memarandum of
understanding and trying to
persuade Colombo to accept its
provisions was also of irritance to
the government. All of a sudden
Solheim is being accused of
disclosing details about the knitty
gritty of what was happening. On
the contrary, he was maore
concerned about emphasizing the
need for peace and outlining the
importance of the peace process.
Anather factor was that during his
visit to the U.S,, Solheim was
reported to have requested the U.S.
lawmakers to pressurize both parties
to sit together for peace
negotiations.

Earlier in this column we said that
de-proscription of the LTTE was a
necessity for the resumption of talks
and now one more element has
crept in to keep out our hopes from
being realized. It is pertinent to quote
what Mr, P, RAMASAMY, &
professor of Political Economy at the
Political Science Department,
University Kebangsaan, Malaysia
and a person who has Written guite
extensively facusing on conflict
management in Sy Lanka said

“The question s simple - if the
government can invite the LTTE for
Peace neqgotiations then what 15 {he
necessity for the Prascription? India,
the United States and the United
Kingdom might have their r8asons
for the Proscription of the | TTE, but
Sri Lanka is nat n the sama
It has no choice
the LTTE (o th
problem once

hoat.
but to sit down with
rash out the Tamil
and for all,»
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JERUSALEM BISHOP ISSUES DESPERATE PLEA

The Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem issued a desperate plea in early February for
help and support freim the global Church for his fellow Palestinians and the Christian
community he leads In the Middle East,

Bishop Righ Abu El-Assal "clearly carried the weight of the suftering of
the Palestinian community" as he spoke to church leaders, Journalists and NGO
representatives in London, said Anglican Communion News Service,

Noting Flagging support from the U.S, U.K, Australia and Canada. He
asked how he and his fellow clergy are meant to help their congregations believe
that they are members of the body of Christ, "WWe are desperatefar support these
days," he said,

The Rey. Hanna Mansour from St. Luke's hospital in Nablus, West Bank,
agreed. "Statements are not enough; we need more tangible things. Christians
must show solidarity with the marginalized, the injured, the victims of injustice
and those under occupation. Talk is easy during peaceful times, it is a burden
during these difficult days in conflict,”

Bishop Riah spoke, too, of the frustration that the Christian community
accross the world focuses on Christian:Muslim relations instead of the hurnan"
rights abuses, suffering and apartheid situations that Palestinians are facing daily
"We need to pretect human rightsacross the board-not one party only."

“"We live in harmony with the Muslim community," said Mansour, "The
current Intifada has reflected Palestinian unity to the world; we live together
under the Israeli tank fire, as human beings, as ane people, Enough talking; we
want action from the world's Christians. We want to challenge them to.....,.......a
waorldwide commitment.........."

The Jerusalem Diocese itself has 34 institutions with over 1,200 people
employed-hospitals, clinics, schools, homes for the disabled and the elderly. "Qur
institutions are hadly needed in times of war..........but without support and finance
we cannot help, "

Unemployment in Gaza is now at 81 percent and in the West Bank over
180,000 people are out of work. People had invested greatly in what was meant
to be a boom in tourism, but instead hotels lie empty. St. Gearge's College has
had to cancel nearly all of its courses as people are unable to get to Jerusalem and
overseas students are returning home,

"Things are aweful,” Mansour commented. " | have never experienced
such a situation, even during the first Intifada. The amount of violence practised
by the [sraeli military is simply intolerable...._...Maovement aroung Nablus is difficult
to impossible, The present situation is economically crushing, and there is no way
for families to provide their daily bread, They come to us, the hospital and the
Church, for help, and assistance."

Bishop Raih said: "I pray one day that when we stand before the throne
of God we will be able to say that we did not ignore God's call to the least, to the
homeless, the hungey and the bereaved " s e

- The event was hosted by the Amos Trust, a UK. Christian Charity that is
a channel for the support of the Diocese of Jerusalen) Cheques may be made
payable to "Amos Trust" and sent to Dincese of Jerusalem Appeal. Amos Trus t,
83, London Wall, London EC 2MS5ND, England. {From: Christian Challenge]

THERE IS YET HOPE FOR DESMOND TUTU

As a south African Anglican the word that hits the spot for me (about Archbishop
Tutu) is "grief."

Bishop Desmond has stayed in our home-we have laughed together-land)
when | became a Dean he sent a small gift to welcome us,

But all along, buried in denial, was this grief of knowing that he had
swallowed the liberationist stuff, hook line and sinker, and had embraced, in the
name of humanistic justice and human rights, a liberal theology that had no warrant
in Holy Scripture. On one occasion, | tried, ineffectively, to challenge him privately,
but he was too assured-too powerful,

Tutu- a universalist, soft on unnatural sex. and now it seems, linked to
the disastrous theology of folks like Marcus Borg (of the Jesus Seminar). Tutu,
internationally welcomed, everywhers feted, awarded all that the world can offer,
yet.......Leading so many in his church, never mind the world, on a strange road
unknown to either Jesus of the Apostles, and away from truth.

Unless the Southern African Anglican Church can firmly pursue an orthodox
theology, reoted in Holy Scripture and not in the sprit of the age, we are in for the
same sad conflict you Episcopalians are experiencing.

On one occasion | was accosted by another rather angry South African
who said to me "Oh! You belong to Tutu's Church." Knowing | originally came
from New Zealand, he went on, "Did you know there exists in New Zealand a tutu
plant?

"No" | replied, thinking he was about to have me on. But he said nothing
maore.

I 'went home and looked up the tutu plant, Sure enough, there it was. |
can't remember the exact wording, but it said in effect, "A plant that is poisonous
to the flock” referring of course to New Zealand sheep! It was funny | guess, but
also incredibly sad,

Desmond is fun-loving, courageous, kind and full of good works, No better
humanist exists today, but my grief lies in the sense of both outrage at his theology,
and a good measure of guilt that ene would dare to think badly of such a great
man, whose contribution in trying to heal the harrars of apartheid remains
unguestioned,

But then my mind goes back to another man. a great churchman, one
Leslie Weatherhead, author, past president of the Methodist Church in England,
widely acelaimed, who, towards the end of lis ife, wrote a final book BXPressing
the view that Jesus was perhaps a spirit reincarnated many times,

These views retlected his disastrous drift into the oecult. Epworth refeused
to publish it, | still have it in my lilrary as a reminder that the mighty do indeed fall.,

And further reminded that unless we keep utterly faithful to that revealed by Gad
in Haly Seripture we can drift so eastly from the narrow road. Thank God | am not
a Judge. How many times have | drifted? And graciously been brought back from

the hrink by the Savior
For me, there is only prayer and more prayer for these misguided men,
Waeatherhead, now beyond the veil, and Desmond Tutit for whem, suraly, there is

Vel hope.
(The Rev.| David MacGregor
(From: Chrstian Challenge]
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