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WAR REHABILITATION LOAN FOR THE
NORTH AND EAST.

The Asian Development Bank, or ADB stated that it plans to lend around $25
million to help civilians displaced by the ethnic war, |t is to be discussed by
ADB Board of Directors in October. The project will focus on the nertharm and
aastern parts of the country which have been badly affected by the war, It is
understood that it will aim to provide permanent shelter to some of the
thousands of the displaced people.

BISHOP'S COLLEGE PRIZE-GIVING

The Annual Prize-giving of Bishop's College was held on July 06, 2001 presided
over by Mr. Rajan Aseerwatham the manager. Mrs. L. Jayasuriya, the Principal
gave the report of the school, The newly slected Bishop of Colombo the Rt.
Rev. Duleep de Chickera was the Chief Guest

Bishop de Checkera identified schools like Bishop's College as contrast
communities that test social nerms and offer aptions, He made three important
points by which the school and the Sri Lankan society could sustain community
and live together in unity. The following is an extract of the text of his prize-
day address;

1. Celebrating the differences

Bishop made reterence to the opening song for the day which was bilingual

and the dance of both cultures to the song said that they were focused to
show hew in the midst of diversity and differences of the two cultures one

" could see the difference as a paradigm for celebration that makes the two

communities studying together in the sehool appreciate each other. "The ethos

ol every community 18 to be admired and the differences that we see in the

attiorness al this other should be celebrated,” he elaliorated.

2. Dealing with grievances

Every human being has to deal with grievances al some paint It the grievance
is harboured and internalized. it i1s always transtarred on others and that the
gap between individuals, groups and communities widens and the relationships
are strained. The best way to deal with grievance is to provide a just system
and when this fails, as it will from time to time, to generate an inner spirituality
of strength and resilience. Forgiveness (s an intrinsic part of this process.

3. Modifying social demands

Bishop de Chickera courted an example of how an out standing student at
Chundikuli Girl's College, Jaffna who is a prefect, a sportswoman and excels
in her studies, has to meet the demands of the trying circumstances and lack
of comforts in her displaced situation ta become what shé is today. She
achieves from a situation of hardships. Cannaot we achieve from a stance of
simplicity? Extravagance need not be a necassary pre-requisite for achievement,

The challenge that awaits the students and the teachers is to find meaning
out of learning. It is not mere knowledge of the books but life itself that gives
meaning. Bishop also mentioned testing social demands that could be adverse.
The spirit of competitiveness should be replaced by attitude of co-operation.
The methods adapted by the primary school events that promote co-pperation
are the threshold of the up building of the right attitude among children.

Bishop concluded his message b\} recalling the valuable motto of the school,
“Not for one but for all."

All India ecumenical
Obituary conference on spiritual
Rev. N.S Subramaniam renewal 200L:

Rt. Rev, Sundar Clarke {a former
Bishop af Madras) the Chairman of
the above Conference is planning to

The death occured on Friday the 13th July of
Rev. N. Subramaniam in Malbourne Australia.
The funeral took Place on Monday the 16th
instant in Melbourne. He was the husband of
the late Alic Kanagammah and father of the
late Dr. §. Jeyasaelan, Rev. S. N.
Sugunanthan, Rt, Rev. Dr, S. Jebanesan, Mrs.
Shantha Jeganathan, Rev. 0. Manopavan, and 5t
Mr. 5. Sugumar are expacting 5000 delegates from

Sauth Asia to participate in this

conduct the spiritual rengwal
programme from the 1st to 3rd
February 2001, It also marks the
1960th anniversary of the arrival of

Thomas to India. The arganizers

Report of the funeral And Appreciaton of s

] i canference
lite and will appear in our nexl issue

CHILDREN’S RALLY:

I'he annual Children's Rally of the Jaffna Diocase of tha Chureh of South India
was conducted at Mampay an Saturday the 7th, "&nd a little ¢hild shall lead
them all"{lsiah 11:6) was the Theme of the rally 2001, The morning warship
was conducted in the premises of the Green Memorial Hospital, Manipay.
The message was given by Miss. Milcah Rathasabapathy. The service was
followed by the processian of the Sunday Schools Children from Green Memorial
Haspital to Memaorial English School, Manipay. The musical band of the diocese
headed the procession. In the hall of the Manipay Memoarial English Schaol
the day's programme commenced, It consisted of dramatios, singing
competition and solo items. At the end of the rally at 3.00 p.m. Rev, AA.
Paul, Director of the Religious Education Board proposed the vote of thanks,
The following are the winners of the competitions 2001:

Rible Quiz:
Undar 13 - Uduwvil;

Under 16 - Alaveddy & Under 19 - Alaveddy

Group Singing (Tamil):
A Group 1st Place - Uduvil; 2nd Place - Sathyapuram & 3rd Place - Vaddukoddai
B Group 1st Place - Inuvil, 2nd Place - Alaveddy & 3rd Place City Mission Jaffna
C Group 1st - Sandilipay, 2nd - Chankanal & 3rd Karainagar,

{ Cont'd on Page 4|

Meditation

To pray- is to desire; but it is to

Desire what God would have us to desire

He/she who desires hot from the bottom of his‘her

Heart, offers a deceitful prayer. — Fenelon.
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Jesu Lover of my Soul

By Charles Wesley

The story goes that Charles Wesley was housed fron his slecp one

night by a terrible storm. Being unable to rest he got up, put on his
dressing gown and opening his easement window. stood looking out
upon the stormy scene. Suddenly, a bird exhausted by the wind and
hotly purshed by a hawk flew-threw the open window right into Charles
Breash fpr protection. Having saved the bird and placed it in security
hr turned to his desk and wrote this immortal Hymn.

" Jesus, Lover of my soul"

" Jesus, Lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly;
While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high!
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide,
Till the storm of life is past,
Safe into the haven guide;

O receive my soul at last !

All my trust on Thee is stayed,
All my help from Thee | bring:
Cover my defenceless head

With the shadow of Thy wing.

Wilt Thou not regard my call?
_Wilt Thou not accept my prayer?
Lo! I sink, | faint, | fall !

Lo ! on Thee | cast my care!
Reach me out Thy gracious hand !
While | of Thy strength receive;
Hoping against hope | stand,
Dying, and behold | live!

Other refuge have | one;

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee;
Leave, ah | leave me not alone,
Still support and comfort mel
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~ EDITORIAL

It had been the dream and the
desire of the Tamil leaders llke the
late Mr, Chelvanayagam, to
establish a university for the Tamils
of Sri Lanka, for the growth of the
language and the culture of the
Tamil people. He raised this issue
in the parliament ‘and also
suggested that it could be
gstablished in Trincomalee. In the
midst of much controversy, it was
finally established at Parameshwara
College, Thirunelveli which was
established by Sir. Pon
Ramanathan. It has been 28 years
since the university has been
established. It has the pride of
producing more than thirteen
thousand graduates,

Today, the government closes the
university. Krishnasamy Thivyan,
the Secretary of the Jaffna
University Student Union fram the
Science faculty, who played a
pivotal role in-organizing the
successful “Pongu Thamil”
demonstration in Jaffna is being
detained on suspicion of having
links with the LTTE. The 24-year-
old Thiviyan was taken into custody
on July 2nd, near a security
checkpoint in the outskirts of
Jaffna. The main accusation is said
to be that he was travelling with a
rebel fighter at the time of his
arrest, who later escaped.

The event titled “Ponku Tharmil,”
was held earlier this year by the
Thamil students and civil society
throughout the North and East with
the intention of urging the Sri
Lankan Government to reciprocate
the unilateral cease-fire announced
by the LTTE and to pursue a
negotiated settlement to the never
ending war. It was at a time the
Norwegian Government was
actively participating in negetiating
with the Government of Sri Lanka
and the LTTE., In spite of the
opposition from the security forces,
“"Pongu Thamil” took place in a
peaceful manner and was
inaugurated by the Vice Chancellor
of the Jaffna University. More than
ten thousand people in Jaffna,
comprising of university students,
high-school students, residents and
representatives and members of
civil organizations took part in the
demanstration. The dignitaries
including the President of the Jaftna
University Teachers' Association
made speeches in support of the
cry. Even the chimes of the bells
of Hindu Temples and Christian
Churches were heard sharp at noon
in support of this peaceful
demonstration, It makes ane think
whether this event has paved way
for the detention of Thivyan.

Itis needless to say that the people

kil July

_@')__ Fobedng 2000 Jot
~ W C C Asia Regional Group Meeting 2001
Tha Asia Reglonal Group Meeting was held at the Pegasus Reef Hotel Colombo

CLOSURE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA

despite the hurdles e faced fram
an aver- present hostile army,
Thivyan laboured to arganize these
peaceful protests, hoycotts and
rallies, bringing world gttention to
the numerous arrests, rapas, torture
ete., that are the everyday realities
of Jaffna, And riow he is detained
and various accusations are baing
made. The students of Jaftha
University protested against the
detention of Thivyan, and this
protest has resulted in the closure
of the University of Jaffna,
Students of the schools in the Jaffna
Peninsula have also been boycotting
the schools since the 12th of July
in protest against the closure of the
University of Jaffna. The plea to
support their appeal to release this
boy has made an impact not only
on the universities of the East and
West, but also at the international
level, The universities in the North,
East and Southwest have also
responded by organizing a day of
hoycott. Some of the school and
education centers in Vavuniya have
responded too. The Tamil medium
schools and several government and
provincial offices in Trincomalee
district are believed fo have been
alosed for one day in protest to the
closure of the University of Jaffna
and the detention of Thivyan.

internationally, the oraanizations like
Worltd Thamil Creative Writers
Association, the Associates of
Umiversity of Jaffna (UK], and the
Thamil Students Union (UK} have
taken steps to let the world know
the unjust arrest of this student, and
the closure of the university that has
been the life wire of the students in
the North, The plea made plain in
the “Pongu Thamil” event is in the
heart of every SriLankan Thamil who
experiences discrimination, This s
not only a phenomenon in SriLanka
but also in every part of the warld
where the Thamil expatriate
community s living. The rallies of
‘Pongu Thamil® continue, The
Thamils in Britain held a huge Pongu
Thamil {Upsurge} meeting in England
at Wembly Arena on Sunday, July
8th. A similar rally was organized
in Switzerland as well, The plea is
the same,

Demanding justice, the core
message of the gospel, is powerfully
depicted In Micah: 6.8, “He has
told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of
you but to do justice, and to lave
kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God?" INRSVL. [tis explicitin
the CEV, "Sea that Justice is done,
let mercy be your first concern, and
humbly obey your God,"”
This too reminds me of the Bihle
verse which is so dear to my heart,
"Blessed

are those who are

of The North and the East, persecuted for righteousness sake
espgciallv the students, have been  for theirs is the kingdom of Iu-.let\-e'.n'l'
sgb]ugamd by fear. They ara the (Matt 5:10). It is n.uﬂ'. time that the
vietims of shelling, bombing, Church has li;&h[.‘&]nt.ll:ll to this
arrests, torture, rape and situation

displacement, It is ho surprise that
L Thaya 4

from Sunday 151h to Friday 20th July 2001, It was organized by the Rev. Dr
Mathews George Chunakara Agia Secretary f the W C C Forty delegates
fram the following countries participatec.

Bangladesh, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, India, T hailand, Myanmar, Laos, East
Timor, Indonesia, Philippines, Singapore, China, Hong Kong, South Korea
and  Japan. Rt. Rev, Duleep Chickera preached at the opening 5ervice on
Sunday the 18th Mr. lsreal Paulraj, Mr. Basil Fernando and Rt. Rev Dr, 5.
Jebanesan participated as Sri Lankan delegates

Among the overseas Mission partners the following participated:
Mr. Stig Utem, Church of Norwaay council on Ecumenucal anil Internaional Relations,

Mir. Leo Bashyam - Christian Aid
Dr. A. D, Maal - Globall Ministries of the Uniting Churches in the Netherlands

Mr. Howard Jost - Warld university Service

Ms. Gail Goulson

& Mr. David Radriguez - from Methodist Global Ministries, USA
Ms. Nan Hudson - United Church of canada

Ms. Elizebeth Harris - Methodist Inter faith office

Congratulations Madras Christian College:

I a recent survey conducted by an Indian Weekly Magazine of India, It is the
9th best college for Science and Arts aducation and fourth best college for
Commerce education, Theranking is based on educational standards, goodwill,
studant care, curriculum, facilities, admission and employment opportunities.
In Medical Science Christian Medical College Vellore has been ranked 7th. In
Engineering [.T.T. Krackpore has come first.

T.T.S. Council:

The Annual Meeting of the Tamilnadu Theological Seminary will take place
on Friday the 7th August. Rev. T. Thevanesan, Registrar Christian
Theological Seminary, Maruthanamadam will represent Jaffna Diocese at
the meeting

Annual Convention of J.C.U.:

The Annual Convention of the Jaffna Christian Union will be held at Bishop
Kulandran Hall, Jaffna College Undergraduate Department, Hospital Road,
Jaffna on the 2nd, 3rd & 4th of August 2001, Rev, Mathews
Karunakaran, Lecturer in Carnatic Music of the Tamilnadu Theological
Seminary , Madural will be the speaker at the convention this year,

CHILDREN'S RALLY:.immminn
Group Singing (English):

A Group 15t Vaddukoddai; 2nd Uduvil & 3rd Navaly
B Group 1st Araly; 2nd Inuvil & 3rd Alaveddy
C Group 1st Kudattanai 2nd Chankanai & 3rd Moolai

Individual Singing:

Under 8 years  1st Basthy Andrew of Araly 2nd Molly Thevanesan of
Thevakiramam & 3rd B. Jesica of Chankanai

1st 5. Sheeba of Karainagar 2nd K. Dishan of Vaddukoddai
& 3rd T. Vithya of City Mission

1st Rajitha Ramanakumar of Uduvil 2nd R. Christine of
Sathyapuram & 3rd N. Tharmini of Chankana

1st S. Vincena of Vaddukoddal  2nd N. Pahirathy of Chankanal
& 3rd S. Tharshini of Vaddukoddai & K. Yogamalar of
Vaddukoddal

Essay Competition:

Under 13 years  1st N. Nirojan of Navaly 2nd S. Nirojan of Pandaterruppu
& 3rd S. Asha Deluxy of Navaly

1st K. Sujinthiran of Vaddukoddai , 2nd S, Sasanthan of
Vaddukoddal & 3rd Roshan of Alaveddy

1st K. Roshan of Alaveddy 2nd B. Anjaline of Uduvil

R 3rd A, Mary Queen of Uduvil

Reflection.......
Ah, love, (ot us Be true

T orte anotfier! For tie vord et seerms

0 fe Before us ik a land of dreans,
Sa vharious, so beautifid, so et

Hatfe really neitfier joy, rnor love, nor (G754
M)f‘ftfm‘m!&, FIOF Pedce, Horfelp ﬁr;ﬂz}r
And'eve are fiere as or a darkling plain

Seckspt enth confused alarms of strugyle and 195,
Tihiere gpriorant armies clasti by mgfit.  — —Matitfew Arrold
Courtesy, Scarred Mirads’

Under 13 years
Under 16 years

Under 19 years

Under 16 years

Under 19 years
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