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Thanksgiving Service for the
life of Rev. N. Subramaniam

The thanksgiving service for Rey. N, Subramaniam, Father of the Bt Rew.
Dr. S. Jebanesan of the Jaffna Diocese of the church of South India was held
at the Cathedral Chureh in Vaddukoddai a1 3.30 p.m. an 31st August 2001,
the day on which he would have turned 88 years had he not diedn Adstralia
an 13th July 2001, As
which he was held for his many years ol service le'schools and churches in
Jaftna, and to show sympathy to Bishop Jebanesan at the loss of his father,
the church was filled almpst to the back. The container with Rev, N,
Subramaniam's ashes was placed on a table beyond the communian rail in
front of the altar and was covered and sorrounded with flower garlands and
wreaths. The service was led by Rev, A. ArPaul. Rev. M. Karunakaran sang
asong of invocation. Senptures were read by M. NoA Vimalendran (Hebrews
11:1-10) and Mr. A. Rajasingham (John 11:17-27). Dr, (Miss) C.V. Selliah
led the responsive reading and the choir sang a beautiful anthem, preceded by
J. Ratnasabathy in her pure soprano Veice.

an acknowledgrment of the respect and ofechion in

a solo by Miss, S

A tribute to Rev. N. Subramaniam was paid by Mr. G. Rajanayagam in
which ke tald how as a young man Rev. Subramaniam was canverted to
Christianity and from then on never wavered in his faith in'God, He became a
minister in the Church and later three of his sons followed in his footsteps, and
became ordained ministers, Bishop Jebanesan being one of them. Mr.
Rajanayagam spoke of all the schools Rev. Subramaniam had served as a
teacher and then as a headmaster and the parishes he serverd as pastor: Maolal,
Alaveddi, Erlalal Narth, Erlalal South, Chavakachchen, Karainagar, Araly and
Inuvil. He brought inapiration, wisdom and counsel to all he worked with and
far. He never spared himself from any kind of fabour because to him"work

was worship”.

The sermon was given by Rev. AV, Jesuthasan. He used as his theme
Hebrews 11:1, "ta have faith is to be sure of the things we hope fol, to be
certain of the things we cannot see'. Rev, Jesuthasan said that Rev.
subramaniam had been a simple man of deep taith. He taught parents how to
guild their children and was an arbitor in disputes within families and in the
community at large, He has joined the cloud of witnesses (o the saving grace
of the resurruction of our Lord Jesus Christ.

After Bishop Jebanesan had pronounced the benediction Rev, Subramaniam’s
ashes were carried in stages by groups of parishioners from gach church he
had served. With the congregation following, the ashes were carried to the
Vaddikoddal cemetary. Bishop Jebanesan did the committal rites assisted by
the Rev. P. J. Surivakumar, and Rev. Subramaniam's remains wefe placed

hack in the soil of his homeland, Jaffng,

Following the interment the worshippers were invited for refreshments in
the sideyard of the Bishop's residence in the cooling shade-of the huge mango
trees. They then returned to their homes inspired by the life of a faithtul,
hmble servant of God

Grace Bunkar

Examination Success:
Jesica Vasanthakumar, daughter of
Rew. T. Vasanthakumar, Waorker in
Charge Chavakachehen and Mrs.
Viasanthakumar has passed the Grada
1 examination in the first division in
singing and bharatha nattiyam
conducted by North Caylon Onental
Music Society in April 20071,

Widows in Jaffna

According to the statistics given by
the Women's wellare Society of
Jattna there are 21, 104 widows in
Jaffna Bustrict. They are in the
following A.G.A, divisions in Jaffna.

Tellippallar 505
Palaly 304
Chavakachcher 2228
Maruthankerny AT
Velanal 540
Karaveddy 2683
Jatfna 1789
Sandilipay 1423
Dellt 185
Point Pedro 2279
MNallur 2106
Kayts 545
Chiankanai 1892
Ui 1745
Kopay 2653

Rice at Rs. 5/= per Kilo:
A kilo of rice was sold for Rs. 5/= al
Kopay Market during the course of
this week. Peaple
permitted to go to Chavakachcheri
brought many bags of paddy and rice
from their homes and barns, [t has

who were

baen reparted that the rice sold for
Rs.5/
fead as it was not good for human

is used as caltle and Poultry

consumption,

IN GRATEFUL MEMORY

Dr, (Mrs) Kengammah Buell
F.R.C.8.G
of
Me Leod, Inuvil and Co-ap Hospital
T illipallan
Born: 13th August 1920
Died ; 27th July 2001

[ Memarnam
ARUNTHAVAM ARASARATNAM

Entered Glary on 7th September
2000, She was a studious and
Poputar Student of Chundikuly Girls
College, where she also exelled in
Athletics and Games.

She was a first class English
Trained Teacher and a Master
Teacher 1 Maths and Christian
Religion and faught at St Michaels,
Colpetty for 30 years and after
retirement for nearly & years each at
the Methodist College and Ladies
College Colpetty and was a part time
Teacher at Wellawatte till the last day
of her life.

She was an ardent Religious
warker and an Honorary Translator
at the Bible Society. Originally from
€. S, |, Atchuvely, she was
worshipping at €. S. |. Colombo
Church fer the Last 20 years where
she had served as sunday Schoaol
Superintendent, Ladies Guild
Secretary Editar Vinoly, Christianity
Teacher for O/L Students and Maths
Teacher m the Church Free Sthoal,
Served her Alma Mater as an
Honorary Treasurer of the Colomba
0. G. A Served as the community
Develapment Project Co-ordinatar far
the Service Civil International at
Batticaloa immediately after the
Cyclone in 1978,

At Home she was a faithful and
loving wife to the K, D. Arasaratnam
who ¢laims that they have never
quarelled in their 51 years of married
life. She was a affectionate and
understanding Mother.

Her sudden Demisé is remembered
with grief by all her relations and
friends, We Thank God for her
Christian Life while on Earth and try
to console oursalves in the heligt that
her spirit must be: rejoicing in the
prasence of the Lord, along with her
dearly beloved son Michael who
followed her in the same manner of
death in Canada on 19th Feb 2001,

Family Members
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You ask me many years have passed, how is it that there is

no sign of grey hair on you.

d my children are very intelligent,

Welll my exemplary wife an
nd the king reigns

My attendants of the same mind as | am, a
the town where | live there are

justly, and above i in
d and humble

many saints hoth learneé . |
Translation by P. Jotimuttu
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"The past will not return O fools

Do not lose yourself in sorrow

of viperous memories of the past

No more talk of the past

Hold on to the faith.

We are born anew today

Live in' happiness enjoying the world.

Translation by Prema Nandakumar.
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r EDITORIAL

The traglc events of September
11, 2001 in the United States will,
no doubt, stay with the survivors and
the whole nation for a long time, Our
prayers and our sympathies are with
the people of the United Stales at
this tragic time. WWe weep with those
who have lost friends and relations
even as we raalize that no words of
sympathy can bring back their [oved
ones, We especially pray for the
families of those who have departed.
Though no one knows far sure how
many people died in the attack on
World Trade Center in New York and
the Pentagan in Washington, we
share all the sorrow and tears of the
American people today. We
commend those who continue to
indefatigably clear away debris and
tirelessly treat the wounded. We
know through the searing pain, that
we are all part of humanity,

The fall of the Waorld Trade Center
and the attack en the Pentagon call
us to a time of profound soul
searching, Why the World Trade
Center? Why the Pentagon? What
is God's message to America and 1o
the rest of the waorld? This attack
has obviously challenged all the
efficiency of the US' It has disrupted
the stock exchange and the world
market. I the powerful countries
will try to respand to this incident
with state terrarism, it will only lead
to third werld ‘war, further
destruction and chaos. The time has
come now for the whole world to
think of a world without war and to
construct new demaocracy and a new
economic order. We call on
President George W. Bush to lead
his country in pursuing peaceful
diplomatic negotiations with

“Do not repay anyone evil for evil ...”

countrigs perceived to host the
suspected terrorists. We ask that
all Americans deeply reflect on
thelr country's posturing vis-a-vis
other countries, We wish to
convey to them that while there is
the violence of terrorism, there is
also the viclence of imposing a
pnation’'s economic and political
agenda on weaker nations, We
emphatically declare that military
might, will not solve the prablem
of terrarism. 1t will only perpetuate
a wicious cycle of violence. This
15 also a time to think of the poarer
nations and peoples who continue
to suffer inhuman standards of
living, bombardments, cycles of
displacements ete., What Martin
Niemoller said long ago is worth
remembering. It was anly when
he had to face the fate of what
others had experienced, he
languished, “ls there anyone to
rdise voice for me?”

It is appropriate 1o quole from
what Dr Ahn Jae Weong, the
Generdl Secretary of the Christian
Conference of Asia has written to
the National Couneil of Churches
i the U.S., "Our continuing prayers
here in Asia are tor the Amerfcan
churches to be the prophetic voices
who would speak the message of
peace, rather than retaliation, We
pray that the power of military
might won't have the final say on
this but, rather, it would be the
message of Christ for peace and
fullness of Tife for all.”

“Be careful to do what is right
in the eyes of everybody...live at
peace with everyone, Do not take
revenge..," (Romans 12:17).

T,
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lFl'e'\.r. .Mlllml solomon worker in-charge Erlalai Narth and
1is bride Sherine, They married on the 10th February 2001
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Chavakachcheri - The Latest

The Security forces weare engaged in registering persons who were dasirous
of re-seftling at Chavakachcherl, The task of registration was between the
10th August to 15th August. Rev. T. Vasanthakumar and his family registered
themselves ta ga to Chavakachcheri, on the 11th of August. With their permit
hie went to Ketpell in Thenmaradehy to give sick communion te Mr. S,
Packiyanathan a member of Usan Church, He saw the present state of the
Parsonage, Church and Parish hall. The Church compound is covered with
shrubs and wild plants: The parsonage s heavily damaged. The back wall of
the parsenage had been destroyed, He could see many used shells in and
around the parsonage. Even though the Church walls are intant the church is
very badly damaged. The condition of the parish hall 15 tar better than that of
the church and parsonage. It may be possible to do minor repairs to the parish
hall and begin our worship there. The walls around the church compound had

fallen at various points.

The Security Forces did not permit Rev. Vasanthakumar to visit all parts of

Chavakacheheri, He was informed that when the mines are cleared they will

demarcate the entire G.S. (village headman] division. When Rev.

Vasanthakumar expressed his desire to see the Girls” Home at Chavakachcher.

the Officer concerned said that the area had not been cleared of mines. He

was kind enough to send a soldier to find out if there were mines in that area.

The soldier examined the place with the tester he had and asked Rev.

Masanthakumar to follow him to the station road. The walls around the Hame
had been destroyed. Trees in the premises had fallen and the compound was
covered wath shrubs and wild plants. Inside the Home he could see dried up
branches of trees. The ashestos sheets that covered the Hame were in bad
stale. Il may be possible to do minor repars to this Home and re start the
girls" hostel. People are not allowed to go to every part of Chavakachcheri.
Shaops, hospitals and schools had not started functioning, When the parishioners
return to Chavakacheheri worship will be re-started at the parish hall. But it
has become necessary to find another parsonage to Rev. T. Vasanthakumar.
[t is important to set up a committee for the rehabilitation and restoration of
the institutions in the parish. It is hoped that people of Thenmaradchy who are
now languishing in the houses of friends and relations in Valigamam and
Vadamaradchi will go to live at Chavakachcheri when things improve.

Morning wership is conducted on Sundays at Viarani CSI Church. Even though
members of the Varani church live in distant places they come for the worship
on Sunday mornings.

Appointed SLCCCA Cordinator for Vanni area

Sri Lanka Churches Child Care Association at its meeting on the 27th August
2001 appointed Rev. A. Jeyakumaran as cordinator to all projects in Manni
area. He will monitor the animators of IPWCD and all the IPWED programmes
specially in implementation of commiunity based intervention

CISRS Seminar:

A seminar on "Tamil Music - Yesterday and Today" was conducted at the
Christian Thealogical Seminary hall, on Friday the 24th August. The keynote
address was given by Rev. M. Karunakaran lecturer in music Tamilnadu
Theological Seminary, Madurai, The seminar was presided over by Rev A, A
Faul, Principal Jatfna College and Chairman CISRS,

In Indian Colleges:
We wish to congratulate the following students of Jaffna College and the

Diocese who have gained admission to various institutions in India.

Miss Roshini Hitchcock
Mr. Rajendra Rikesh
Mr. Gabriel Paul

C.M.C Vellore

Madras Christian College

anc

Miss. Sathiyanathan Sathiasherome

Women's Christian Collage Miss. Anansia Jeyakaran
€51 College Evard, Vilupuram Miss Evelin Sharmini Arnold
Madras Christian College Miss Bavrani Sunthararajan
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