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- Prime Minister

“« We are confident that the |
world will sooner or later realise
the intransigent nature of Sin- [
hala chauvinism and that the
sympathy and support of the
international community will
turn in favour of our struggle.””

K Mahendrarajah , Deputy Leader of the
LTTE, and President of the People’s Front '
of Liberation Tigers (PFLT)
- Interview on page 3 |

Bob Hawke meet
JAustralasian Federation
of Tamil Associations

Mediation

offer to

President Premadasa

Australian Prime Minister,
Mr.Bob Hawke met with a del-
egation of the Australasian Fed-
eration of Tamil Associations

“TAjon the 7th of November
“ai the Parliament House in Can-
berra.

The AFTA delegation consisted
of Mrs Mano Navaratnam,Mr
K. Ravi ChandraMr V. Sure-
shan and Mr Ana Pararajasing-
ham.

Mr. Hawke informed the AFTA
- deleégation that on hisreturn from
the Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting (CHOGM) at
Harare, Zimbabwe.he had writ-
ten to Sri Lanka's President Pre-
madasa. Mr.Hawke said that he
had in his lefter reiterated the
Australian Government's earlier
offer to assist by bringing in the
Commonwealth to play a media-
tory role in the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment’s conflict with the Tamil
People. Mr Hawke told the dele-
gation that it had been his inten-
tion to take the matter up directly
with Mr Premadasa at Harare
but was unable to do so as the Sri
Lankan President wasnot present
at CHOGM. Prime Minister
Hawke had. however, raised the
matter with the Sri Lankan High
. Commissioner (for the United
Kingdom)whowasin Harare.Mr
Hawke informed the AFTA del-
egation that he was awaiting the
Sri Lankan President’s response
to his letter and that meanwhile
he would seck the support of oth-

er Commonwealth Headsof Gov-
ernments to the Australian initi-
ative. Mr Hawke expressed his
concern for the Tamil People and
in particular for the 11,000 civil-
ians Killed since the resumption
of the conflict in June last year.

In the meantime, a media re-
lease dated November 7, from
the office of Senator Robert Hill,
the Shadow Minister for Foreign
Affairs and the Leader of the
Opposition in the Senate, said::

The Shadow Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Robert Hill, today
said the Prime Minister, Mr.Hawke,
had missed a real opportunity o
help the efforts Lo end the civil war
in Sri Lanka by failing to ensure
debate on the issue at the recent
CHOGM. Senator Hill also criti-
cised the Commonwealth for fail-
ing 1o pursue the issue. He made
his comments after addressing a
rally of Tamils at Parliament
House in Canberra.(see pho-
tograps 1n pages 8.9 inside)

** The Federal Opposition's pro-
posal for the Commonwealth to
help end the bloody civil war in Sri
Lanky has received support [rom
the Australian Government and non
government organisations in Aus-
tralia and overseas" Senator Hill
said.  He added: “*But the Com-
monwealth itsell has consistently
claimed that it cannot pursue the
proposal until the Sti Lankan Gov-
emment approaches it first. This
suggests that the Commonwealth

left to right:Hon.Peter Staples M.P.,

inister for Aged, Family & Health Services, Mr.

AFTA, Mr.K.Ravichandra, AFTA, Prime Minister Bob Hawke, Mr.Ana Pararajasingham, AFTA, and

Mrs.Mano Navaratnam, AFTA

does not have sufficient confidence
to press such an important issue
with a member state.™

** Tam very disappointed by this
inaction, and it raises serious ques-
tions about how worthwhile the
Commonwealth will be in the
future.Before Mr.Fawke left for
for last months CHOGM, the Op
position urged him (o put the issue
of Sri Lanka on the meeting's agen-
da and Lo raise it with the high level
CHOGM group which was exam-
ining future roles for the Common-
wealth, Sadly, it seems that Sri
Lanka was not raised and did not
receive one mention m the final
CHOGM communicue.”

Senator Robert Hill's Peace Plan

Under Senator Hill's peace plan for Sri Lanka, an-
nounced in August 1990, a high level Commonwelath
working party would be established to offer itself to the
Sri Lanka Government to: (a) seek to negotiate a cease-
fire: (b)examine whether the Commonwealth could con-
tribute by monitoring the ceasefire and thus give confi-
dence to the parties; (¢)explore the possibility of a Com-
monwealth rolein peacetalks; (d)offer to help the parties
hy identifying the legal/constitutional, institutional and
other changes which might be necessary to ensure a
lasting peace; and (¢)examine what assistance Sri Lanka
would need for its economie reconsiruction.
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“Truthandknowledge are anidle gleam
ifthey do not bring powerto change the
world.”

SH Aurobindo

Recognising, that to change an ything
itisnecessarytounderstand that which
we seek to change, the TAMIL
NATION is concerned not only with
providing information but also with
furthering an understanding of the
issuesthat confront the Tamil national
movement. Recognising thal, in the
end, we truly understand anything
only to the extent that we have been
abletochangeit,the TAMILNATION
is concerned with changing those
material conditions ofexistence which
continue to oppress and discriminate
against the people of Tamil Eelam.
The TAMILNATION isrooted in the
growing togetherness of the Tamil
people and it seeks to participate in
the effort to strengthen that
togetherness. The TAMIL NATION

seeks o focus attention on the unjust

relationship between nations without

a state and nations that have attained

state-hood. And, the TAMILNATION

exists to debate and campaign for the

radical changes necessary, both

amongst the Tamil people and outside,

if the struggle of the Tamil people for

national self determination is to be

won,

The TAMIL NATION is published by
Tamil Forum Ltd., a company registered
in the United Kingdom, the entirety of
whose profits will go 1o achanitable trust
established 1o help Tamil refugees, 1o
|advance education amongst the Tamil
|people and to alleviate poverty and
hardship amongst them.
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Deputy Leader of the
LTTE, and Presi-
dent of the People’s

Front of Liberation
Tigers (PFLT), Mr K
Mahendrarajah

was
interviewed by the
Tamil Daily, Uthayan,
in Jaffna. Excerpts
froma translated ver-
sion of the interview is
published here.

Q. Itmay be argued that the Indo-

TE war of 1987 resulted in a set

. to the freedom struggle of the
people of Tamil Eelam. Do you feel
that a similar situation has arisen
‘pow? In India the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment and the Central govern-
‘ment are both engaged in a blatant
attempl to suppress the Eelam strug-
gle. The Elephant Pass battle, the
eriticalsituation resulting from eco-
nomic sanctions etc.may lead one
tosuppose that these factors reflect
‘asei-back to the freedom struggle?

A.The term “erisis” would be more
‘appropriate than the term “set-hack™.
For a long time, in one form or the
other, we have faced several critical
situations. As a struggle develops
and gains maturity critical situations
are likely to increase. A people who

for national liberation are com-
led to face such situations.

It is a mistake to consider that the
Indo-LTTE war resulted in a sel-
back to our struggle. The contradic-
tion which arose between the Indian

- geo-political ambitions and the na-
 tional interests of the people of Tamil
Eelam erupted intoa war, Some may
hold the view that we could have
avoided this war. If we had avoided
that war.certainly we would have
had to forgo the interests of our
people 1o India's regional ambi-

Itistrue that in that war losses of
livesand destruction were on abig
scale. We had to face a very seri-
ous crisis because of the interven-
tion of the Indian army. But,we
protected the interests of our peo-
ple. We achieved this objective by
‘shedding blood. Ultimately wesuc-

Indian historians have commented
that that war caused a disastrous set-
back to the foreign policy of India.
The Indian ruling groups also have
had to admit this bitter truth, There-
fore the Indo-LTTE war may be
considered not so muchas a set-back
to our freedom struggle but as a set-
back to the imperalistic thrust of
India. The Indian military interven-
tion has advanced our struggle for
self-determination to a new dimen-
sion, In this context, we can say that

ourstrugletooka progressive leap.

TAMIL NATION
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“\We are confident that the world will sooner
or later realise the intransigent nature of
Sinhala chauvinism and that the sympathy
and support of the international community
will turn in favour of our struggle.”

It is true that we are
facing very many
fp:'cssurchmda_\.'l'hr
Indian government
and the Tamil Nadu
government are act-
8 ing together to crush
our movement. Al
the same time the
Sinhala government
also has launched a
military offensive as
well as stiffened its
ECONOMIC Sanctions.

" We are not sur-
% prised over the In-

8 dian stand. The anti
Tiger campaign which has reared
its head in India is not something
which has started anew. It is the
manifestation of the old foreign
policy towards Sri Lanka, the ob-
jective of which is to crush the
struggle for self-determination of
the Tamils.

The Indian ruling groups have
denied and continue to deny the
right of the national formations
for self government, They consid-
er that a struggle of the nationali-
ties for self government is a seri-
ous threat to Indian unity and
national integrity. The Indian gov-
ernment is attempting fo enforce
this stand in the island of Sri Lan-
ka which is beyond its shores.

Itis because of this that we are at
loggerheads with India. The Indi-
angovernment fears that thestrug-
gle of the people of Tamil Eelam
for self- determination is likely to
whip up nationalist feelings in
Tamil Nadu and pave the way for
seperation.

The Indianintervention inour strug-
gle began in 1983. Indian imperial-
ism has, from that moment up till
now, made Herculean efforts (o sup-
press the Liberation Tigers for they
realise that the Tigers are a formida-
ble fighting force who have taken
forward struggle of the people of
e

goats in their power struggles, in the
overthrow of governments and in
their political squabbles.

The Tiger hunt which started
during the Karunanithi regime has
today become so intense as to lay
hands on the refugees from Tamil
Eelam. The real men behind all
these actions are the rulers in
Delhi. They are the perpetrators
of the political farce being staged
in Tamil Nadu. Their secretobjec-

Q. The government is saying that
the ethnic issue cannot be resolved
by military means. The proper
courseisapoliticalsolutionthrough
talks and consensus .What is the
position of your movement in this
matter?

A. This is a political sermon
preached by the Sinhala govern-
ment for a very long time. By
preaching non-violence and prac-
tising violence, the Sinhala ruling

“Since India cannot intervene directly in Tamil Eelam
once again they are attempting to raise an iron curtain in
Tamil Nadu. But so long as there is support and sympa-
thetic feelings among the people of Tamil Nadu for our
cause, this curtain is not going to be an obstacle.”

tive is to somehow or other sup-
press the Tamil Eelam Liberation
struggle.

The tremendous strides made by
the Tigers in the armed struggle and
the growing internationalisation of
ourstruggle appearstohaye alarmed
the Indian government.Since they
cannot intervene directly in Tamil
Eelamonce againthey areattempt-
ingto raise aniron curtainin Tamil
Nadu. But so long as there is sup-
port and sympathetic feelings
among the people of Tamil Nadu
for our cause, this curtain is not
going to be an obstacle.

The ground situation in Tamil
Eelam is not adverse to us. We have
proved in the course of the Elephant
Pass war our capacity to engage in a
direct confrontation with alarge scale
military offensive. This reveals a
new development in our military
capability. As part of our military
strategy the siege has been tempo-
rarily relaxed but the war has not
come to an end. The enemy has
hoisted his flag on his own grave-
yard. That is all.

It is true that the policy of the
Indian Central government, the atti-

“We have already declared that we are quite prepared to
consider favourably a proposal for full self-government
within a federal set up. .. But we know that the Sinhala
government is not going to agree ... (However) we are ready
to participate in talks in order to drive home to the interna-
tional community the fact that the basic demands which
underlie the Tamil national question are just and reasona-
ble and the further fact that the Sinhala Government is not

prepared to do that which is just and reasonable. '

Tamil Eelam for self- determination
with great courage, vision and deter-
mination. It is in continuation of
these efforts that steps have now
beentakenagainstthe Tigersin Tamil
Nadu.

Forquite along time the politicians
of Tamil Nadu have been using the
Tigers as though they were pawns
on their political chess-board. The
Liberation Tigers were made scape-

tude of the Tamil Nadu government,
the internal war situation, the eco-
nomie sanctions all-in-all constitute
a heavy pressure on our movement
and on our people. However, these
pressures will not be a set-back to
our struggle, They will become the
motive foreewhich will carry the strug-
gle forward, These pressures bring
home tousthe necessity tostandonour
own legs, and on our own soil and to
fight on our own strength..

groups have been cheating the
Tamil nation for more than forty
years. Even today while talking
about peace SriLanka is intensi-
fying military operations.

On the questionof armed violence,
we mustdistinguish between the mil-
itary oppression of the Sinhala gov-
ernment and the freedom struggle of
the Liberation Tigers. There 15 a
fundamental distinetion between the
military repression of the oppressor
and the liberation struggle of an op-
pressed peaple. One cannot, at the
same breath, compare the one with

We are not opponents of peace.
We are engaged in this struggle to
establish permanent peace in our
land, which has been torn to piec-
es by war.We have not rejected
the approach to find a solution to
our problem through peaceful ne-
gotiations.

But the Sinhala governing groups
are not willing to find a solution to
the Tamil national question by peace-
ful means. The Sinhala government
wants to occupy the Tamil land
through military aggression and to
rule the Tamils through superior
military might.

Each and every military action of
the Tigers imparts a basic truth to the
Sinhala state that the policy of ag-
gression will not work. Yet the Sin-
hala ruing groups have not yet real-
ised the fallacy of their military phi-
losophy.

What shall we do in these cir-
cumstances? How shall we face
an enemy who believes in op-
pression and militarism? How
shall we deal with an enemy who
callously disregards justice, eq-
uity and fairplay? How shall we
handle a communal demon, who
wishes to find a final solution in
genocidal destruction?

=
““It is power that has become the determining factor in
our struggle.... We will continue to fight but we have not
closed the doors for peace. It is our strength alone which
will form the base for both war and peace.”

the other and dub both as militarism.

The army of the oppressor func-
tions as the instrument of injustice.
The oppressed people wage a strug-
gle against injustice. They are com-
pelled to bear arms and to fight back.
Thearmed struggle of the Liberation
Tigers is based on the ideal of hu-
man liberation. It is in its essence
progressive. It is wrong to hold that
both sides are resorting to armed
violence without appreciating this
distinction.

The people of Tamil Eelam have
for long carried out non-violent ag-
itations and protests in a peaceful
and non-violent manner against the
military oppression of the Sinhala
state. All these agitations and pro-
tests were put down by armed might.
State terrorism was unleashed on
our people who stood, unarmed and
powerless. It is state oppression that
gave birth to the armed resistance of
the Tamil people.

‘

Wearecarrying onanarmed struggle
inordertoachieve apolitical objective.
Therefore, one must view our armed
struggle as a mode of expression of 4
political struggle. We are engaged in
this fight in order to enable our people
tolive inpeace andto live with security
and dignity and o enjoy all human
rights and political freedoms.

Thereisno otheralternative than to
continue to fight, for our cause with
courage, determination and faith. In
order to wage a war with a powerful
force we also must be powerful. Itis
power that has become the deter-
mining factor in our struggle.We
will be able to meet the challenge
of our enemy and achieve our goal
of liberation only if we augment
our manpower and strengthen our
armed power and transform our-
selves into a formidable fighting
force.

It is people’s power that adds
strength and vitality to a liberation
movement, We will assume the char-
acter of a powerful force when peo-
ple’s power takes the shape of na-
tional power then convertsitself into
a combating force and joins hands
with the liberation movement. We
will continue to fight but we have
not closed the doors for peace. Itis
our strength alone which would
form the base for both war and
peace.

Q. Evenifthe governmentagrees
to hold talks it is certain that under
no circumstances willitagree tothe
creation of Tamil Eelam. In that
event will you agree to accepi some-
thing which will fall short of Tamil

continued on page 13
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P Sivasamy writes

Briefly on Burns
and Bharathi

People with only a mild interest in
English literature may not have tak-
en to, or even stumbled on Robert
Burns. He was not even English, He
was & Scot, celebrated as the national
bard of Scotland. He wrote in English.
but his Scoi-English vocabulary is some-
what balfling with its mix of words of
Scottish origin, the everyday language
of the conmmon people. One mighteven
call it the “vernacular”, though the word
hadn't been bom in the 18th century
when Burns lived and wrote in the dawn
of the French Revolution. His poetry
reflects the ideas of the time when de-
mocracy was bursting onthe world
with a lot of vielence.

It is not necessary to introduce
Subramaniya Bharathiyar to
Tamil readers. He is the poet of
Tamil nationalism and renais-
sance and a household name in
Thamil Nadu and wherever else
Tamil-speaking people are scat-
tered and settled.

He has been the inspiration mod-
ern Tanu! literature. Burns sang of
the ideals of the French Revolu-
tion - liberty, equality, fraternity-
bul Bharathi lived in the midst of
another revalution, the movement
against colonial exploitation. In
1918 he was jailed for publishing
his songs for his country's inde-
pendence. It was India that pio-
neered this revolution, and in a
single generation, not only India
harself, but nearly every other vie-
timofimperial oppression has been
freed. The Hitest in this historical
thrust of decolonisation is the em-
pire of the Soviets and today the
Croats.

‘Neither Burns nor Bharathi lived to
see the attainmentofhis hopes and aims.
But the two poets who lived centuries
and continents apart, one in Scotland
and the other in Thamil Nadu. separated
by time and space. language and cul-
ture, lock hands i their thoughts and
ideas and inspiration for human free-
dom. What is an era of 200 years in the
annals of freedom? The story of man-
kind's release from bondage is still un-
folding. -

Bums was born to the plough, the son
of a Scottish tenant farmer. Bul the
father was wise enough 1o send him to
the village school where he learnt to
read and write. With that serappy educa-
tion he read every book he could lay his
hands on and eame to love and write
poetry. But life was hard. He had seen
his father dymg worn out with overwork
and poverty on a leased farm that could
neverpay, He was himself struggling 1o
make ends meet without hope, like a
beast of burden. The social injustices
and hidebound hypocrisies of the day
made him bitter and caustic against the
religious beliefs and customs that could
tolerate such inhumanity. The young
poet'sridicule so incensed the orthodox
that they condemned him as an agnostic,
even though he went to church ocea-
sionally. One churchman was so nettled
by Bums' sarcastic songs that he is
reported fo have viciously quipped,
“Robert burns.” - (in hell, of course.)

His songs and ballads won immediate
popularity and he abandoned his plans
1o migrate to Jamaica and went to Edin-
burghinstead. There he was lionized by
the literary elite of the day who secured
him a job in the Excise Service. That
was unfortunate. The young poet learnt
fo drink.

It may be of interest that Bharathi's
reputation is also faulted with a hint of
addiction 1o narcotic drugs. The stary
£oes that in a mood of elation he had
gone 100 close 10 a temple elephant
which got enraged for some reason,

picked him up and hurled himaway, He
died as a result of the injuries. Whatever
thesg taints, the songs of the two poets
are timeless.

They both wrate sangs, not only poet
ry: lyrics to be sung, not just read aloud.
Burns' songs are sung in Scotland even
1o this day. In spite of his Scot-English
idiom he is considered the greatest song-
bard in English literature, His “Auld
Land Syne™ is still sung all over the
English-speaking world, Bharathi also
wrote his songs to be sung. Every one of
them indicates the tune (mettu) o which
it is Lo be sung. His songs are on the lips

Bharathi, the poet of
Tamil nationalism

of even the meanest in the Tamil coun-
try and will live as long as Tamil is
spoken. The Tamil people have sponta-
neously acclaimed him as mahakayi -
the Great Poet.

Bums’ songs are so full of feeling and
50 simply expressed that it makes for
countrywide enjoyment. The common
folk are nol turned away by the phras-
ing.

O Love's like a red, red rose

That’s newly sprung in June

are the opening lines of one of his
numerous love songs. Love, after all,
has been the main inspiration for the
world's greatest poets. All poetry is
rooted in human feeling, (or failing?),
and love is the most powerful force in all
nature.

The wan moon sets behind the white
wave,

And time is setting with me, Oh!

are two more lines from another song.
Thecolour and imagery are subtly evoc-
ative. The poet's life setat 38 years, Did
he have a premonition that he was going
to.die early?

Bharathi also sings in the everyday
speech of his people, and uses popular
tunes and measures - like the kummi for
ingtance, a traditional song and dance
formhanded down through generations.
“The Tamil classics like Silappathikar-
am or Kamba Ramayanam, cannot be
read and enjoved without notes, But no
copy of Bharathi's poetical works has
ever been published with notes. His
language isthe Tamil of today spokenin
the homes and villages, Whoever hasn't
been thrilled by these simple and movy-
ing lines?

Senthamil nadenum pothinile - inpa

Then vanthu payuthu kathinile -
enkal

Thanthayar nadenra pechinile - otu

Sakthi pirakkuthu moochinile

S0 simple and moving that the song
goes direct 1o the heart and stays there.
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GOGGLES

by C.P.Goliard

The title of this column, ‘The
Rebel of Rebels’ isa transformed
version of the title of a Holywood
movie, “The King of Kings', re-
leased 30 years ago. This movie,
told the story of Jesus Christ. In
reality, during his life, Jesus was
a rebel rather than a ‘king’. He
was not the first rebel of repute,
tomake hisentry into this world.
He have been preceded by quite
a few like Buddha and Socrates.

Al his time, the total population
of the world was only between 200
and 300 million. In this century,
when a rebel of equal merit, with
the name Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi, altered the history of this
world, the population of the globe
had expanded to almost 4000 mil-
lion. When Gandhi himself had to
lead the 300 million Indians, he
gained inspiration from his prede-
cessor who was living in the pe-
riphery of the Roman empire two
millennia ago.

So much has been wrilten about
this Jewish rebel by so many in so
different contexts. 1 found, how
Bernard Shaw deseribed the activ-
ities of this Bethlehem rebel quite
réfreshing in many ways to share
with.

Wrote Shaw,

“Jesus was from'the point of view
aof the High Priest a hereticand an
impostor. From the point of view
of the merchants he was a rioter

The Rebel of Rebels

Historically, goliards were
the medieval poets, who
wandered from place to
place engaging in intellec-
tual duels and bawdy bar
room fights. The initials C.P.
stands for the place from
which this particular goliard
comes from - Parithu Thurai/
Cotton Port.

and a Communist. From the Romean
Imperialist peint of view he was a
traitor, From the common sense point
of view he was a dangerous mad
men. From the snobbish peint of
view, always a very influential one,
he was a penniless vagrant.

“From the police point of view he
wits an ebstructor of thoroughfares,
a beggar, an associate of prosii-
futes, an apologist of sinners, and a
disparager of judges; and his daily
companions were tramps whom he
had seduced intovagabondage from
their regular trades. From the point
af view of the pious he was a Sabbath
breaker, a denier of the efficacy of
circwmeision and the advocate of a
strapge rite of baptism, a gluttonous
man and a wine bibber. He was
abhorrent to the medical profession
as an unqualified practitioner who
healed people by gquackery and
charged nothing for the treatment.

“Hewasagainsithe priests, against
the judiciary, against the military,

_ijf;f.fmt' fim.

against the city (he declared that it
was impossible for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of heaven),
against all the interests, classes,
principalities and powers, inviting
evervbody to abandon all these and

By every argument, legal, polit-
ical, religions, customary and po-
lite, he was the most complete ene-
ny of the society of his time ever
brought tothe bar. He was guilty on
every count of the indictment, and
on many more that his accusers
had not the wit to frame. If he was
innocent then the whole world was
euilty. To acquit him was te throw
over civilization and all its institu-
tions. History has borne out the
case against him; for no State has
ever constituted itself on his princi-
ples or made it possible 1o g™
according to his commarndments. Bt

Bernard Shaw wrote the above
cited commentary on Jesus in the
preface to his play On the Rocks
(1933). It is also interesting to note
what Shaw had written in the same
preface about the freedom of press
then (when India was ruled by the
British) seems valid evennow, con-
sidering what has happened to the
founding editor of Tamil Nation

“T have seen too many newspa-
perssuppressed and editorsswept
away. not only in Ireland and
India butin Londoninmy time...”
observed the distinguished dram-
atist.

Bharathiis the Poet of Tamil national-
ism. Every song drips with deep love of
country like the one quoted above. He is
alsoasocial reformer. His patriotic songs
carry a message of equality for all and
call for an end to the caste differences
that have bedeviled Tamil society for
thousands of years. It is the fighter for
freedom and social equality that sings:

Viduthalai! Viduthalai! Viduthalai!

Parayatukkum inku theeyar

Pulaiyatukkum viduthalai.

And again:

Enkum suthanthiram enpathe pechu
= mam

Ellotum samam enpathu uruthiva-
chu,

The rank is but the guinea stamp:

Theman'sthe gowd fora’ that. (gold)

This is Burns’ terse challenge to the
privileged aristocracy of his day, and an
aggressive statementof his robust equal-
itarian philosophy: not unlike the gutsy
American saying that every one is as
good as his neighbour, if not a damn
sight better.

Vethjvarayinum onre - unri

Veru kulaththinarayinum onre,

is how Bharathi puts the same theme
across. Bharathi himself came of the
privileged Brahmin caste,

Sarcasm came naturally ta the two
poets. Angerat human cruelty, hypocri-
sy and supzrstition trns to bitter satire:

Bright ran thy line, 0 ( alloway,

Thro’ many a far famed sire;

So ran the far-famed Roman way,

So ended in a mire!

15 one of Burns' witty demolition of

the aristocratic pretensions of 4 local

nobleman. Clearly, the poet was no
waorshipper of any blood line,

Nor did Bharathi tolerate the arrant
fullies of his countrymen.

Anchi yanchich chavar - ivar

Anchatha potulillai avaniyile;

Vanchanaip peikal enpar - intha

Mataththil enpar; anthak kulaththil
enpar;

Thunchuthu muhaddil enpar - mi-
hath

Thuyara paduvar, ennip payappadu-
var.

Bharathi has written 16 quatrains of
simple instructions to children in the
famous Paapa Song. They are delicious
reading for adults o. A few lines are
taken out to illustrate the poet’s sympa-
thy with living creatures;

Koththi thiriyum anthakkoli - athai

Kooddi vilayadu paapa;

Eththith thirudum anthak kakal -
atharku

Irakkappada venum paapa,

Bul Burns' feeling for Nature goes
even deeper and embraces life outside
normal human situations. His heart
bleeds when his ploughshare turns upa
mMouse's nest,

I'm truly sorry man’s dominion
Has broken Nature's social union,
An’ fustifies that il opinion

Which makey thee startle

: Al me; thy poor earth-born compan-
ion,

An' fellow mortal!!

On another occasion his furrow dis-
lodged a common daisy and his pity
u_v_crll'lu\\-cd in another poem. Such sen-
sitivity 1o amimal and plant life cannot
make for successful farming.

Burnsand Bharathi have written )

er poems too, of an epie quality, butt
cannol be censidered in a briel study
like the present. They have their differ-
ences too, Bharathi was deeply reli-
gious and many of his longer poems are
inspired by the ancient Hindu classics,
which are tied up with pious myths. But
Burns’ faith in God was only skin-deep;
nor did he pay much attention (o the
Puritan restraints of his day. He did not
stop with writing love songs and work
songs: he wrote drinking songs and what
is worse, bawdy songs. The bawdiest
songs had to wait tll 1965, nearly a
century after the author’s demise, be-
fore they could be published. An over-
moral society hadn't come of age to
appreciate and accept the fun without
being shocked by the sin. But Bharathi
has never been accused of any such
moral lapses or literary aberration. Even
his Kannammah songs which betray
deep passion, cannot be condemned as
unconventionally erotic.

There is a haunting melancholy in the
song of the defeated Jacobite rebel whose
hopes for freedom of his native Scot-
land from English rule, were scattered
on the field of battle.

Now a' is done that man can do, all

And a’ is done in vain:

My Love and Native Land farewell;

For I maun cross the main, my dear,
must

For I maun cross the main.

This wrenching goodbye echoes the
sad tragedy of so many other hoysg
and girls around the world lodt.w
ready to sacrifice their lives for the
freedom of their Native Land. But not
always in vain is the reassuring ver-
diet of history.
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Hugo Gurdon rode arickety bicycle over rough ter
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rain for

nine hours to join Tamil Tigers in a hideout near Batticaloa
and reports in the London Daily’ elegraph of October 30:

The army cannot operate
at night and it cannot hold
the territory it captures

Excerpts fromthe Daily Telegraph
Report:

When dusk falls in eastern Sri
Lanka, artillery shells begin fall-
ing too. The onset of night in the
dense thicket and mangrove
swamps is accompanied by the
crump of guns.

The army lobs its ordnance appar-
ently aimlessly. into the parched rice
paddies which now await the north-
east monsoon.

Peacocks screech with alarm. but
the Tamil Tiger guerrillas merely
laugh and shrug. Relaxing in the
growing gloom of a copse which

Thearmy cannotoperateat night
and it cannot hold the territory it
captures. An hour before sunset,
government troops abandon their
check-points,evenonmajor roads,
and the Tigers take over.

Teenage rebels who emerge from
the shadows in the late alternoon
usually have little more than Chi-
nese or Indian automatic rifles.
These. along with home-made mines
and mortars and the oceasional sto-
len bulldozerconverted witharmotr-
plating into a makeshift tank. arenot
enough to win militarily.

It is a low-intensity war. but one
characterised by hideous atrogities.

.General Denzil Kobekeduwa.
commander of northern operations,
says his men are consolidating re
cent gains in preparation for an at-
tack on Jaffna town itsel

“Qur goal is t retake Jaftna.” he
said. “And one phase of that major
operation is complete.”

There are also suggestions: how-
ever, that the army is merely trying
{ocreate as sirong a bargaining posi-
tion as possible so that President
Ranasinghe can announce a willing-
ness to lalk peace when the South
Asian Association for Regional Co-
operation meets in Colombo an Nov
T

“We should be able to rule our Tamil land. Until we achieve that we are
not going to give up our fight. We are totally sure that the government is
not going to give us what we want because that is the history. For 40 years,

Tamils have been given promises an

d have been deceived. The govern-

ment has had time.”... Karikalan, LTTE Commander in East

P

conceals the Tigers' eastern head-

their pelitical -

leader. say-s Tt happenseverynight.”

Around him, 16-year-olds cradling
antomatic rifles nod approvingly at
his bravado.

But the bombardment is increas-
ing. After eight years fighting for an
independent Tamil state in Sri Lan-

mmﬂl and east, the Tigers have
a beating in recent months.

Todraw fire away from theirnorth-
ern stronghold of Jaffna, which the
army cut off last week, the rebels
have escalated their eastern cam-
paign. Forits part. the army wanis Lo
show it can pin down the rebels on
two fronts at once. But this sudden-
ly-intense round of fighting cannot
disguise the probable truth that nei-
ther side can win.

The Tiger headguarters where |
spent last weekend is no more than
15 miles from Batticaloa. Shrouded
in dense vegetation and approached
from the town across a crocodile-
infested lagoon, the camp has lain
undetected by the army for more
than a year.

Day and night. the camp’s 150
Tigers fan out across paddies and
serub, atacking army positions and
gathering information from villag-
ers aboul roop movements.

The army has only a dozen heli-
 coplers, and their daytime search-
and-destroy missions have litde suc-
cess.

They certainly do not stop Tiger
‘operations. Last week-end, rebels
killed 21 soldiers near Batticaloa,
“ambushing a convoy and attack-
ing an army post at Welikanda.
“The army responded by bombing
avillage.

Colombo is unlikely to get more

ment from the West because, as
one diplomat said: “We're not
going to sell them kit knowing
they are likely to use it to strafe
civilians on the streets.”

This summer, after two soldiers
were killed by a Tiger landmine, the
army massacred 110 Tamils in a
nearby village.

Meanwhile, Muslim refugees in
the northern town of Madhu say the
Tigers drove them from their homes
by hacking villagers to death and
scattering the pieces on fields as a
warning o others.

helicopters or night vision equaip- .

Quislings turned spies?

e s S g e MO ]

But the two sides are far apart, and
any talks would be little more than
an opportunity to regroup for further
fighting.

As the shelling continued behind
him, Karikalan, a former civil serv-
ant, explained their position.

He said: “We should be able torule
our Tamil land. Until we achieve
that we are not going to give up our
fight. We are totally sure that the
government is not going to give us
what we want because that is the
history. For 40 years, Tamils have
been given promisesand haye been
deceived. The government hashad
time.”
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A fifty minute teleyision documentary
on the Liberation Tigers titled 'Suicide
Killers' was featured by BBC, London

on its Channel 1, on October 3 at the
prime time of 9.30 p.m. The Socialist
Weekly's comments on the programme
appeared under the heading -

Tiger tiger ...

Suicide killers might sound like something from the video
shop, but this 50-minute documentary in BBC1°s Inside Story
series is the result of what television publicists like to call
unigue access,

When the people in anoraks took their cameras and fluffy
microphones into 10 Downing Street, 1t was billed as unigue
access. When they filmed inside the Maze prison last year, the
public relations people shouted unique access long after that
curiously tame film faded from our screens.

Unigue access of course means (hat someone has at long last
agreed to grant an audience to the TV cameras because they want
to tell us something. Whether their message will be relayed
convincingly depends on who they are and who's making the
film,The British government is unlikely to let BBC television
crews into sensitive establishments without having some confi-
dence that the result will be to its liking. But how likely are the
Tamil Tigers to get a fair hearing?

Uniquely, Suicide Killers takes us right into Sri Lankan
jungle camps where Tamil separatists train their army of men,
women and children.... we are left in no doubt as to the
separatist’s case and their justification for arguing that case
with AK47s. The argument against discrimination in educa-
tion is eloquently put by young recruits who, after two weeks’
basic training add to their uniforms a glass tube containing
cyanide, to be bitten in the event of capture. Problems of
linguistic diserimination are forcefully explained by the wom-
an who lost both her arms in battle but who fights on, using her
mouth to write and her legs to throw bombs. Employment
discrimination is criticised by the mother of a dead soldier who
tells her sobbing hushand: *Shut up. Don’t cry. We're not

l  worried about her death. She died for the nation.”

Star billing goes to the Black Tigers, an elite rank of volunteers
who insists on delivering explosives in person. They are the suicide
killers of the film’s title. And you won't find it in the video
shop.{ Courtesy: Socialist, October 23 - November 5)

Douglas Devananda, Secretary General of EPDP, was among the
group of officers of the armed forces and the Deputy Defence
Minister visiting the Sri Lankan troops in Karainagar, in a bid to
encourage and hoost morale among the Sri Lankan Armed Forces.
It is reported that his assistance was sought to locate places, map out
routes and spy on the activities of the people there.

Civilians listening to FM radio bands have heard instructions broadcast
in unmistakable pure Tamil, helping the Sri Lankan Air Force. People
travelling through Thandikulam have been harassed by these quisling
groups, guns pointed at them and the food which people had to journey
for to obtain, snatched from them. Some have been tortured and ordered
to reveal the whereabouts of the Tigers.

Tamil quislings are acting as guides and navigators for the 5ri Lankan
Armed forees o advance into the interior. from Kaytsand the surrounding
islands. In October, three fast boats in which the Sri Lankan forces
attempted a landing at Araly were sunk by the LTTE. One of the guides
who accompanied these boats was wounded severely and is now in the
custody of the LTTE. He disclosed that many members from the
quisling groups are leading the Sri Lankan army through the
Mandaitivu areas and are also pointing out civilians to be arrested,
as LTTE collaborators.These Tamil traitors have been sent not only
from Colombe but have been brought from India also. Two spies were
tecently captured by the people and handed over to the LTTE in
Chavakachcheri.

“And to my children
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The Emerging Multipolar World

The influential US think-tank, the Heritage Foundation says:
Given the economic potential that Prime Minister Rao
could unleash, the U.S.should welcome India's economic
reforms, increaseitsleverage over New Delhi, and in this
way more effectively pressure New Delhi on issues like
nuclear non-proliferation

The Heritage Foundation, a con-
servative US think tank which had
considerable influence during the
Reagan administration, has praised
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao’s
economic reforms.

“In his first month in power,
Prime Minister Rao mounted a
frontalattack on India’s four- dec-
ade experiment with socialism,”
said the report, a backgrounder
from the Asian studies Center of
the Foundation, entitled *“respond-
ing to India’s welcome economic
reforms™.

While socialism had been discred-
ited elsewhere, said Kenneth Con-
boy, Deputy Director of the Center.
“yet nowhere has the combination
of socialist economic and anti-trade
policies proved more of a failure to
more people than in India.” where
people have had o make do with
mainly domestic produets “of inferi-
or gquality and inflated price.”

“Throughout these recent dramat-
ic reforms, the US largely has been

David Scheffer, a senior associate at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace says

silent,” Conboy points out in the
backgrounder released yesterday. In
fact, he said, Washington tradition-
ally has paid scant attention to the
Indian subcontinent and only two
American Presidents had visited the
country.

Tracking this ambivalence to In-
dia’s non-aligned but largely pro-
Sovietstance, Conboy furtheradded
that India “was a favourite conduit
for Moscow-imspired disinformation
that. for decades. spread lies about
the L1.S."Though the U.S. remains
the largest investor in India. its in
vestments are relatively small- $639
million - or one-sixth of whal Amer-
ican investors poured into tiny Sin-
gapore’.

*“(ziven the economic potential
that could be unleashed by Rao in
India, the LS. should not contin-
ue ignoring South Asia,”” Conboy
warns. Instead it should assist in
the economic reforms. And in do-
ing so, the Heritage Foundation
asserts, *the U.S. may be able to
increase its leverage over New

US should publicly affirm the
international legal right of self-
determination for the peoples of
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Tibet

Writing in the Washington Post, David Scheffer, a senior associate at
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace says; "The Chinese
tirelessly invoke the principle of noninterference in the internal affairs of
nations to shield their domestic conduct from foreign serutiny. The principle
iseodified in the United Nations Charter and remains the beacon of China's
long love affair with the “Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence” - the
modern equivalent of “Don’t Tread on Me.”

China has turned a blind eye to the new balance being struck in
lnterua!lunnl law between the sovereignty of nations and the universal
protection ar human rights, including recognition of new rights of self-

determination.

Mr. Bush cannot remain loyal to his own pronouncements about the
new world order (with its “‘just treatment of all peoples™) and prop up
Beijing’s “one China” policies. Presidents Richard Nixon, Jimmy
Carter, Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan may have bought the “one

China" line, but the world has chan

ged far too much in recent years for

Mr Baker to drag that old dog along. At a minimum, Mr. Baker can
publydy affirm the international legal right of self-determination for
the peoples of Taiwan, Hong Kong and Tibet.

Sikh - Muslim Joint Platform?

The meeting of Akali Dal leader Mr.Simranjit Singh Mann had with
Mr.Ebrahim Sulaiman Sait, President of the Indian Union Muslim League
and Syed Sahabuddin, Janata Dal Leader and Convener of the Babri Masjid
Movement Cordination Committee has evoked widespread attention be-

cause of its far reaching implications.

A'sinister twist to politics', an ‘unseemly alliance' 4'needless provocation'
- these were some of the comments that the event brou ghtforth.. Fundamen-
talist Hindus and parties like the BJP were quick to express serious concerm,
They said that sections of Sikhs and Muslims were planning to come
together on one platform. Mr.Mann said later that he was all for a Jjoint
front of the 'minorities' to face majority fundamentalism. 'A sword
respects a sword., If one sword sees another it remains in its sheath' he
said. (Courtesy:Hindu International Edition)

Delhi,” which in turn, “*could ena-
ble Washington more effectively
to pressure New Delhi on issues
like nuclear non-proliferation.”

The Foundation recommends
that to encourage the economic
measures initiated by New Delhi,
the Bush administration should
arrange visits to India next year
by Secretaries of State and Com-
merce; President Bush should
praise India’s economic efforts
during his trip next month to
northeast and southeast Asia; urge
India to adopt effective patent and
copyright protection; and contin-
ue joint Indo-U.S. military pro-
grams like production of the Light
Combat Aircraft; and the Depart-
ment of Commerce should organ-
ize delegations of American busi-
nessmenlo visit Indiainearly 1992,

Butthe report cautions that the Rao

gevernment, remiains the product of

a “weak political coalition which my
have only one year before being
challenged in parliament by the op-
position.”

British Labour MP supports
Kashmiri and Sikh claim for
self determination

Mr.Max Madden, Labour Party M.P. for Bradford West
speaking at the opening of the Washington Chapter of the
Punjab Human Rights Organisation (PHRO) with headquar-
ters in Ludhiana, said that ‘the people of Punjab and Kashmir
should he given the right to determine their future.', It should be
left to them to decide what options they prefer, whether to 'stay with
India’ and be afforded 'greater autonomy’ or become an entity of their
won 'and break away from central rule' by Delhi.. He said this
freedom of choice is their birthright. He promised that when
Labour comes to power in Britain, 'human rights and the rights
of minorities in India will be a top priority in our international
human rights agenda.' Mr.Madden was accompanied to the func-
tion by Dr.Jasdev Singh Rai. a rights activist who heads PHRO in

London,

Mrs Bandaranaike
looks to China?

Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike,
left for a three week visit to
Chinainlate October. Although
she has quit the leadership of the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party , polit-
ical sources said that she would
not give up politics completely
and would play a major role in
bringing ahout 4 strong opposi-
tion alliance. Over the years, the
Sinhala political leaders have
sought to maintain links with
China as a way of balancing In-
dia's hegemony in the region.
Political observers point out that
China was the first country that
President Premadasa's Prime
Ministerial nominee, Mr.D.B.
Wijetunge visited, soon after
accepting office.

US must stop
wishing for the
good old days

Fighters for a Ukraine free of
Russian imperial rule are still
smarting at Mr.Bush's speech in
Kiev this summer blasting **sui-
cidal nationalism'" and touting
the Gorbachev centre. That mis-
reading of the forces of h istory in
his “*Chicken Kiev'" speech not
only made one American Presi-
dentappear anti-liberty, but jeop-
ardized the LS. relations with an
emerging European power..,
Complex? You bet, But with
Ukraine as a player, Washington
will have to stop wishing for the
good old days of union dictator-
ship. ( Courtesy: William Safire,
International Herald Tribune)

Democracy - Indian Style?

Booth Capturing and Murder in Uttar
Pradesh, India's most populous state

The posters around the district jail here bear a noble message: “Vaote
for D.P.Yaday, thesymbol of truth, non violence, and justice.” Mr.Dharam
Pal Yadav, aleading candidate in the Bulandshahr bye election for the Utar
Pradesh state assembly, is unfortunately unavailable for mterview. He is
inside ajail doing a three month stretch under the National Security Aet. His
release next month will depend on whether the authorities press chargm
which include extortion, kidnapping and murder. ;

The Bulandshahr bye election ene of 15 parliamentary and 57 state
assembly polls due to take place on 16 November, was brought about
largely by Mr.Yadav’s robust approach to democracy.

Inthe general efection in May, his team of campaign workersincluded
some 200 armed goondas or professional hooligans, who terrorised
polling officials and voters alike, and fought pitched battles with
opponents. The orgy of booth capturing (the Indian electoral science of
taking over polling stations and stuffing the ballot hoxes), intimidation,
and violence left around 14 people dead, and scores injured. The
authorities had no option but to nullify the election.

It seems almostincidental to note that D.P. Yadav represents the Samajwa-
di Janata party and that P.P.Yadav is the candidate of the plain Janata Party.
Ideological differences, so far as they can be detected play little part in
the contest. The same in less lurid terms, could be said of most of the
other bye elections taking place in the November 16 *mini general
election’.( Courtesy: Guardian)

Gangster war lords to ensure victory fofl
Narasimha Rao in Andhra Pradesh?

Prime Minister P.V.Narasimha Rao's nomination to the Nand yal seat
in Andhra Pradesh at the November 16 bye election has served to focus
attention on what has been described as India's modern day ' Wild
West' where violenceisa commodity easily purchased and life is cheap.

Complete with gangster war lords whose sole motive is the annihilation
of theirrival, the region is notorious for faction fights. Reports of kidnapping
and torture of rival candidates allegedly by Rao's party workers have cast a
shut_jow over the election. Rao, who is contesting from the Rayalaseema
region for the first time in his political career, has been accused of
w:nllingl_v put himself in the hands of gang lords who would ensure a
victory even at gun point. Complained M.Narsimhulu, an independent
candidate contesting against the Prime Minister: Rayalaseema is known for

its culture of booth capturing and preventing voters from coming to the
polling baoths.'

There reports of a local astrolger, G.Bandri narayana Murthy, having been
prevented from filing his nomination papers by some (?{;ngness Part y
wnrlfcrs,_ Murthy was reportedly beaten up when he tried to enter his
nomination asan independent candidate. Murthy later died of cardiac arrest.
The q:yr'ucal Joke about Rayalaseema is that the only factories it boasts
of are 'bomb factories', Bomb making is a big business here with
practically every other household engaged in it Courtesy:India Abroad),

Moscow support for Pakistan jolts India

U|I1]:":‘|1I:|(1jlﬁ:»&::ﬁl%ﬂ|TI‘[-"I“L.L Nlandil;t\'sin?!l Solanki, left for the Soviet
ikt Earli::r .-ILIIll : hfr l:llks: On Ways to improve relations. Moscow's
Nl it flr L'- week, for a Pakistani resolution at the United
Ebly s Wfl-uﬁk ia' (‘]LI"} ‘Asmn nuclear free zone jolted Delhi policy
AT i'irslthh.i "h lc\l-haﬁpu-k:d to take up the nuclgm' ir:..-euc ona _I'uur day
government of bPrinmL l\::l‘]“:ltl f;il\_vul‘n the countries since the (‘_ungrcss
(Courtesy: Guardian) 1ster Narasimha rao came to power in June.
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The summit meeting of the South
Asian Association of Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) which was
scheduled for November 7th to
9th in Sri Lanka was scuttled by
India at the last moment.

The SAARC rules provide thatenly
heads of state or government may
attend the summit. The King of
Bhutan, Jigme Singve Wanchuk,
said he could not attend the Sixth
SAARC Summit because of "press-
‘ing domestic problems”.

Al first.it was put out by Indian
sources in Colombo that the King
‘was “‘miffed” by the fact that the Sni
_Lankan government did not deliver
\the invitation, but that it was des-
ed to Thimpu on the ground
there were noconvenient flights.

But it later transpired that the King
‘had twice confirmed his acceptance

- of the invitation to the summit by
- President Premadasa and that the
King changed his mind on the 1stof

November. Initially, Sri Lanka had

summit and India had not ohjected.
But this time round, with President
Premadasataking over the Presiden-
ey of SAARC, Indiainsisted on strict
adherence to the rules. This has
served to put Sri Lankain its place
- and may have even 'torpedoed’
SAARCaltogether.Anenraged Sri
Lanka official is reported to have
said:'This is the end of SAARC'.

Mr. Narasimha Rao, the Prime
Minister of India and Mr. G.P. Ko1-
rala, the Prime Minister of Nepal,
both cancelled their visits. It 1s re-
ported that the Presidents of Paki-
stan, Bangladesh and the Maldives
responded to President Premadasa’s
agitated appeals and came to Co-
lombo fora couple days each to save
him further loss of face.

The State controlled Sri Lanka
Observer said that 'India was peeved
that the IPKF was aked to quit’. It
added: Indians waited a long time to
get even on this score and finally
they got their chance in sabotaging
the sixth SAARC summit.India is a
big man with a small mind.India’s

“Indiadoesnotneed SA - e
is no SAARC without India”

force rather than with consensus.'

Indian officials have not con-
cealed their satisfaction at the
turn of events. Il is an open secret
that India used its influence over
Bhutan and Nepal to keep their
leaders away from the summit.

Indian officials point out to Pres-
ideni Premadasa’s anti Indian
stanceduring the pastseveral years
- thathe did notattend the SAARC
summitsin 198889 and 90 though
the Indian Prime Minister did:
that President Premadasa was the
only head of a regional govern-
ment which did not attend Rajiv
Gandhi's funeral; that in 1989 he
had ordered the IPKF out though
it had come at the invitation of Sri

Lanka; that Sri Lanka had not
uttered a word of thanks or sym-
pathy te India, though India had
lost over a thousand lives to "help’
Sri Lanka; that the Indian High
Commissioner had been searched
by the Sri Lanka customs at the
airport in violation of usual diplo-
matic practise; that the All India
Radiocorrespondent had beenex-
pelled from Sri Lanka on the eve
of the summit; and that the Indian
High Commissionin Colombo was
under surveilance by Sri Lanka,
its telephones tapped and the car
numbers ofits visitors noted down
by the police. Informed sources
say that Indian diplomats have
privately declared: "India does
not need SAARC. There is no
SAARC without India"

“We are against LTTE’s Tamil Eelam
demand - we are hurt that Sri Lanka
has not honoured IPKF dead”, says
Indian High Commissioner Jha

~ notbeenunduly perturbed. Afterall,
‘8ri Lanka had not been represented

Derek Brown writing in the Guardian says

Censored video tape
- | shows victims of torture
by troops in Kashmir

A short news video containing allegations of horrifying torture
by Indian troops in Kashmir has been withheld from
circulation. The 13-minute video was made for Eyewitness, one
of several monthly news magazines on tape which haye become
§ a popular alternative to the abysmal government television
service.

All such magazines have to be submitted to censorship, and are
regularly cut or amended. In the case of the Eyewitness - video on
. Kashmir, the censors have passed the buck. It has been referred to the
,- ministries of home and external affairs and, even more disturbingly,
1o the Indian army. Without their approval, which is thought highly
| unlikely, the video will never be shown.

By Western standards, the Eyewitness piece is hardly a scorching
~o l indictment of Indian policy in Kashmir, where for nearly two years
~ security forces have fought an ugly counter-terrorist campaign

against Muslim separatists. But the video does include two sickening
“accounts of torture, by the victims themselves.

A shopkeeper, Manzoor Ahmed Naikoo, was filmed inhis hospital
8 ‘bed. swathed in bandages and fitted with drips and drains to treat
~ multiple perforations in his intestines, stomach, liver, and lungs. He
- I tellsteporter Savyasaachi Jain what soldiers did to him: **After tying
‘0 medown they removed my pyjamas. They tied some cloth round
_my penis and set it on fire ... Then they laid me face (!uwn. ()n_e
1 stood on my back. Another brought a rod and inserted it
> through my rectum. He kept thrusting it forward and

”»

foreign policy is more attuned to
by it Head of State at the 1990 *dothinate the region with arrbghnt

In an interview to the Sri Lankan Sunday Times, the Indian High
Commissioner Mr. Narendra Nath Jha.reiterated that India never wanted
a divided Sri Lanka and was always against the LTTE’s demand for
Tamil Eelam. He said thatit was at the expressinvitation of the Sri Lankan
Govemnment, that the TPKI was sent to Sri Lanka and that 1165 Indian
soldiers had lost their lives to preserve the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Sri Lanka. He said India was hurt that Sri Lanka had so far
failed to honour the IPKF for its invaluable service to Sri Lanka. He
urged the Sri Lankan authorities to at least honour the memory of the 1 165

IPKF men who had lost their lives in North East Sri Lanka.
e —

DMK launches campaign in
Tamil Nadu against revival of
Brahmin dominance

The Dravida Munetra Kalagam has launched a campaign against the
ruling All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kalagam (AIADMK) for
seeking to revive Brahmin dominance in Tamil Nadu. The DMK have
started calling the AIADMK Chief Minister, Ms. Jayalalitha Jayaram
'Papathi’ (a derisive term for a Brahmin lady). Both the DMK and the
AIADME owe their origins to the Self Respect Movement initiated ,in the
early 1920s, by the lare Ramasamy Naicker, affectionately known as
Periyar. Periyar's social reform movement was directed strongly against
casteism and against Brahmin dominance in all walks of lifein the South.
Periyar's demand for Dravida Nadu was an agitation directed against that
which he regarded as an oppressive Aryan Brahmin rule: DMK activists
point out to the irony of the AIADMK which claims to be a Dravida
movement being led today by a Brahmin,

P.M.K. Reiterates | Tough Cop Back

Support for Tamil |in Punjab Police
Eelam

Kanwar Pal Singh Gill, who

Dr.S.Ramdas. the leader of the | flushed out militants from the

s back in

i ! . Another alleged torture victim, Muzaffar Shah, tellsa similarly
ening story. He too has ruptured intestines, liver, and even

These interviews are followed by the bland c9mment faf the
mirarmy commander Lieutenant-General 8. Nath: “There
no torture. We have given very strict orders to our interroga-
s that they will not use any third degree methods.'

S

increasingly influential Pattali
Makkal Kadehi (PMEK) in Tamil
Nadu, speaking (o pressmen in Ma-
dras, following the Party's delegates
Conference, reiterated his support
for the Tamil Eelam demand. He
gaid that in Tamil Nadu, only
Congress(1) and the AIADMEK were
apposed 1o the LTTE,

Golden Temple in 1988,
Punjab as the Police Chief. Gill
has a reputation for ruthless han-
dling of Sikh militants. His appoint
ment comes within a week of the
assassination of a senior Marxist
leader Sarwan Singh Cheema, who
was gunned down with his halfdoz

en bodyguards in Jalandhar district.
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The Tamil national
liberation struggle is
not taking place in
the stratosphere. It is
taking place on the
ground - and in the
Indian region. The
political impact of
much that happens
on the Indian sub
continent is also felt
by the people of
Tamil Eelam.

Madras muzzle

on freedom of
speech

The refusal by the Tamil Nadu
Police Comimissioner o give per-
mission to the Dulesepan Welfare
Group host a seminar in Madras,
Tamil Nadu, was found to be
unlawful by the High Court in
Madra. The High Court.said that
freedom of speech was the most
important freedom in 4 democri-
cy and as such it should not be
muzzled. curtailed or tampered
with. The Judge condemned the
action of the Police Commission-
er and said that if they feared
disruption of law and order be-
cause of the seminar, it was the
duty of the-police to-provide ex-
tra protection for the duration
of the seminar.

Dixit Appointed
Foreign Secretary

New Delhi - Jyotindra Nath Dix-
it, 56, India’s High Commissioner
to Pakistan and a diplomat with
seyeral sensitive appointments be-
hind him, has been appointed the
new Foreign Secretary.

Dixit, popularly known as “Mani™.
is superseding three officials for the
top post, and for the first time in
many years the foreign secretary
would be able to complete at least
two years in office.

Dixit will be retiringonly in 1993,
The other contenders, Chinmoy
Gharekhan, India's Permanent Rep-
resentative at the UN, L L. Mehotra,
Secretary in the External Affairs
Ministry and N.N. Jha, High Com-
missioner to Colombo, have less
than a year left for retirement. Dixit
has served in every country in the
neighbourhood giving him a sound
first-hand knowledge of theregion's
politics and government.

As India is playing a larger role
in the subcontinent Dixit's expo-
sure to the region will help give the
foreign policy a decisive direction,
foreign policy analysts feel.

His term as High Commissioner in
Colombo was marked by the des-
patch of Indian troops to Sri Lanka,
Dixit played anassertive but high-
Iy controversial role as Indian en-
voy that earned him the sobriguet
of “little viceroy™ in the Sri Lankan
media.(Courtesy:India Abrpad)
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Over three hundred Eelam Tamils resident in Australia assembled before the Pa
House, in Canberra on November 7 and called upon the Australian Government to persu
Sri Lanka to end its genocidal campaign against the people of Tamil Eelam. The rall
addressed amongst others by Senator Robert Hill, the Australian Shadow Foreign Min

/ Mr. Ted Grace, M.P. and Chairman of the Australian |
Parliamentary Caucus Committee on Foreign affairs, in
discussion with officials of the Australasian Federation of

| Tamil Associations at the rally before Parliament House |

‘.‘- i ARE RE f)T{)RE & The Tamils
g s THE SUPPLY Rehabilitation
oF FO0D AND Organisation

INE TO organised a six
MEDE AM

\ NATION
EAVE LSS

N PE

hour vigil before
the Ceylon Tea
Centre , near
Piccadily Circus in
London on No-
vember 2. The
vigil was in protest
against the contin-
ued aerial bom-
bardment of
Tamil civilian
centres and thein-
tensified military
offensive launched
by the Sri Lankan
armed forces
against the people

IN e
: Sg! ANKA i of Tamil Eelam
# §s

ﬁ Faced with the
1 . ; ‘ demonstration at
s : its doorstep, the

Ceylon Tea Centre
was compelled to

TAMILS FACE Mf»;“*‘"

close down for the
duration of the

vigil.
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in Canberra] :

“there is no excuse for any government to shell,
bomb or in anyway attack innocent women,
children or othersin any conflict. I will be raising
the matter personally with the Prime Minister
and Senator Evans.”

Mesage to the Rally at Melbourne City Square on

October 26 from Hon. Peter Staples M.P. Minister for
Aged, Family and Health Services

Hundreds of Eelam Tamils marched to a rally at the Melbourne
City Square on October 26 to protest against the military
offensive unleashed against the Tamil people in mid October.
Speakers at the Rally included Senator Barney Cooney, Federal
Senator for Victoria, Mr.Eddy Micalef, Secretary, Victorian
Caucus and Mr.Bright Nyondo, President Australian African
Association.**You have my support” said Senator Sid Spindler
in a message to the CeylonTamil Association (Victoria). Professor
C.J.Eliezer, Chairman of the Australasian Federation of Tamil
Associations declared in a Press Release:

“During the last seven days the densley populated Jaffna penin-
sula has been subject to continuous aerial bombardment and heavy
shelling from Army camps located in the periphery of the peninsula
and by gun boats. The attacks have been particularly directed at
civilian centres, churches and temples where many people have
sought refuge. Coupled with the ongoing blockade of food and
medicine imposed by the Government since June last year, the
present onslaught s a calculated effort to beat the Tamil population
info submission by causing high civilian deaths. The Australasian
Federation of Tamil Associations calls upon the Australian Gov-
ernmentto intervene by exerting diplomatic and economic pressure
on the Sri Lankan Government which is clearly engaged in a
genocidal attack on the Tamil people.”’

§ EVEEHRL




All over the world
people are rising to
overthrow their
oppressive alien
rulers.If the 1950s
and the 1960s were
the decades of the
anti colonial libera-
tion movements
then the 1990s will
prove to be the
decade of the post
colonial national
liberation strug-
gles. Lord Ave-
bury in a forth-
right and hard
hitting add to
the Kurdish Work-
ers Association in

L.ondon examines
the parallels be-

tween the Kurdish
and Kashmiri
struggles. Much of
that which Lord
Avebury says is
also relevant to the
struggle of the
people of Tamil
Eelam for national
self determination.
Lord Avebury is
right when he says
that, 'there are
momentous chang-
es beginning to
take shape all over
the world' - but it
is noi only India
that cannot insu-
late herself from
the new dispensa-
tion - neither can
Sri Lanka.

Lord Avebury, Chairman, Unit-
ed Kingdom Parliamentary Hu-
man Rights Group speaking to the
Kurdish Workers Association in
London on August 25, 1991 de-
clared:

“The Kurds and the Kashmiris
havethisincormon: bothare ‘peo-
ples under colonial and alien dom-
ination’, fo use the phraseology of
many United Nations Resolutions,
yet neither are recognised as a peo-
ple, qualified to assert their right of
self-determination in accordance
with the Charter and with the Coy-
enants on Civil and Political, and
on Economic Social and Cultural
Rights. At least, they are not on the
list of territories remaining fo be
considered by the UN Decolonisa-
tion Committee, and the fact that
the United Nations have designat-
ed the nineties as the International
Decade for the Eradication of Co-
lonialism is a further indication
that they are blind to the imperial-
ism of non-European powers. The
Kurds and the Kashmiris share
another characteristic as well: that
at one time there was general rec-
ognition of their right te independ-
ence, but this had been allowed to
fade until quite recently when both
peoples renewed their claim (o a
hearing.”

Lord Avebury continued:

“In the case of the Kurds, Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson's famous
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address to Congress of January 8, -
1918 promised that ‘nationalities
which are now under Turkish rule
should be assured an undoubted se-
curity of life and absolutely unmo-
lested opportunity of autonomous
development’, and this assurance
was followed by the Treaty of Sevres
of August 20, 1920, which provided
that if the Kurdish population of the
areas defined in the Treaty demon-
strated a wish to be completely inde-
pendent, then Turkey would comply
with their demands.

As for Kashmir, assurances were
given by Lord Mountbatten, the post-
war Viceroy, by MrNehru, the Prime
Minister, and by the Indian repre-
sentative at the United Nations. that
a plebiscite would be held to deter-
mine the wishes of the people, and
the UN Security Council itself en-
dorsed this proposal.

I do not want to press the analogy
too far, because there are at the same
time great differences between the
problems faced by the two peoples
in formulating and pressing their
demands. The Kurds have to deal
with five different oppressors,
while the Kashmirishave only one.
The historical processes which led
to the process of self-determination
being aborted were also quite differ-
ent.

The rise of Kemal Ataturk, and the
British determination to attach the
Vilayet of Mosul to the artificially
created state of Iraq under their pup-
pet Feisal, so that they would control
the oil already known to exist there,
effectively scuppered the faint
chance the Kurds had after 1919,
though it must also be said that the
divisions among the Kurdish peo-
plemade it easier for the great pow-
ers to sweep their claims under the
carpet.

History is unfortunately repeat-
ingitself now, with the wide differ-
ence of political outlook between
the PKK and the Iraqi Kords, and
the absence of any coordination

Join forces with the tyrants agams
their brothers....

The Kashmiris, on the other
hand, although they naturally have
some political differences amongst
themselves, are united behind the
principle of rejecting Indian rule,
and have tacitly agreed to leave

Principles of International Law
concerning Friendly Relations and
Cooperation among States.

.. but for the most part the armed
struggle 15 one component of a stral-
egy that embraces political action at
the level of states, groupings of states
and the United Nations.

bury
ks outl

If the Kurds and the Kashmiris
want to plan ahead, they * should
now be talking to people like Va-
clav Havelof Czechoslovakia, Len-
nart Meri of Estonia, and Vitau-
tas Landsbergis of Lithuania.

Obviously. wheneverhumanrights
considerations are raised in the for-

“...Kurds

fied to assert their right of self-
determination in accordance

and Kashmiris are
both ‘peoples under colonial
and alien domination’, quali-

~

with the UN Charter...”

the exact details of a constitution
and policies for an independent
Kashmir to be worked out only
after the people have gained con-
trol of their own political affairs.

This if | may say so respectfully to
my Kurdish friends is the strategy
most likely to succeed. because it
readily commands the supportof the
whaole population.

One has only to recall the huge
demonstrations of early 1990 in In-
dianoccupied Kashmir, which could
have left no observer in any doubt
about the strength and unity of the

people.

The Kashmiris have also decid-
ed, wisely as it seems to me, that it
would be hopeless to confront the
400,000 Indian troops and para-
military forces on the field of bat-
tle, but to follow instead the tactics
of the intifada.

The Kashmiri resistance never

...If the Kurds and the Kashmiris want
to plan ahead, they ‘ should now be
talking to people like Vaclav Havel of

Czechoslovakia, Lennart Meri of Es-
tonia, and Vitautas Landsbergis of

Lithuania...

between them. Disunited as they
are, they can be crushed separate-
ly by the military juggernauts of
Ankara and Baghdad, just as they
were in 1925.

Often in the past, the Kurds on one
side of a frontier have been seduced
by the blandishments of tyrants on
the other side, and have agreed o

engages in set piece battles with the
occupation, knowing they would be
crushed by the superior weaponry
and manpower of the oppressors.

The United Nations have con-
ceded the legitimacy of the use of
armed force in thestruggle against
colonial and alien domination, as
for example in the Declaration on

The political action of the Kash-
miris is based firmly on the prinei-
ples af the United Nations, and
they have a case which canonly be
denied by the world community
on the grounds of expediency.

In the 19th century heyday of Eu-
ropean imperialism, there was no
real challenge to the notion that Brit-
ain and other west European states
were entitled to conquer and rule the
whole of Asia and Africa.

In the late twentieth century,
there had been very little chal-
lenge to the ‘colonial and alien
domination’ of their neighbours
by Moscow, Beijing, Jakarta, New
Delhi and Addis Ababa, and the
reason for this was that nobody
wanted to pick aquarrel with states
with military, political and trad-
ing clout.

We may well be facing a new line-
up soon, however, as a rvesult of
developments ineastern Europe and
the Sovier union.First the nations
outside the Soviet Union which
threw off communist rule are likely
to be more sympathetic to the claims
of others for self- determination.

President Havel of Czechoslova-
kia, for instance, received the Dalai
Lama of Tibet when he was cold-
showlderedby John Majorand Doug-
e Hurd.

Secand, in Yugostavia it looks ax
though both Slovenia and Croatia
will become independent, and again
they are going to understand the
aspirations of ather peoples inder
colonial and alien domination

Third and most important of all, the
disintegration of the Soviet Union into
its constituent Republics will inject
seme totally new thinking into the UN
comcerning the rights of nations,

=

eign ministries of potential erifics.
including considerations of the right
of self-determination, they have to
be weighed against other factors,
and we have to overcome the natural
inclination to put humanrights fairly
low down in the list of priorities.

On the other hand, if we fail to
act on gross violations of the UN
Charter and of a host of Resolu-
tions of the Security Council and
the General Assembly, it briy
the United Nations into disrepule,
and undermines the rule of inter-
national law.

Whe can doubt that Saddam Huy-
sein was encouraged to believe that
hisaggressionagainst Kuwait would
remain unpunished, by the spine-
lessness of the international com-
munity in the face of other acts of
aggression, such as the annexation
of East Timor by the Indonesians in
19757 He thought that because he
was such a good customer for the
arms merchants, and because the
world needed his oil, he was im-
mune.

Probably the Indians reason in
muchthe same way. Their countryis
always being described as ‘the big-
gest democracy in the world', and
the friends of democracy elsewhere
are reluctant to face the unpleasant
truththat flawed elections and a half
[ree press are no protection against
some of the most grisly atrocities to
be seen anywhere on the planet.

At the same time India is a ma-
jor trading partner of many coun-
tries; it possesses extremely hlrgp
and fairly efficient armed forces,
and it has a great deal of influenge
in the United Nations, and othep
world bodies. Smaller states woulq
hesitate before making an enepyy
of such a powerful nation, Hgyy
¢lse can one explain the silepee
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“...there are momentous changes beginning to

lake shape all over the world, and India cannot

insulate herself from the new dispensation

and myopia of the world in the
face of gross and persistent viola-
tions of human rights, not only in
Kashmir but also Punjab, Assam
and the rest of India?

Today, however. our attention is
being drawn to Kashmirby the Kash-
mitis themselves. You will have
noted that for the first time. Kash-

The future of JTammu and Kashmir
was disputed, because the state was
predominantly Moslem but was ruled
by & Hindu Maharajah, Hari Singh,
the successor of an adventurer who
paid the British 7.5 million rupees o
install him as ruler in 1846.

There was much agitation and pop-
ular feeling against the Maharajah,

stan, superseded the previous deci-
sions of the Security Council.

The two states would have had
no power to override the United
Nations, if that had been the mean-
ing of their pact.

I'he Security Council Resolutions
continue in force, and since the two

“There was a false dawn of self-determination 70 years ago,
when after the first World War the subject peoples of the
Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian empires seemed to be leading
the way, including the Kurds. That was an age of lost opportu-
nities, when the high ideals for which millions had died were
trampled in the mire of political expediency. We must not let it
happen again today. '

It is time to fulfil the words spoken by that great American
prophet Woodrow Wilson in his famous address to Congress

of January 1918:

‘National aspirations must be respected, peoples may be
dominated and governed only with their consent. Self-determi-
nation is not a mere phrase. It is an imperative principle of
action, which statesmen will henceforth ignore at their peril.””

is have appeared before a United
ions body to argue their own
ease. when they addressed the Sub-
~ commission on Prevention of Dis-
‘erimination and Protection of Mi-
noritics in Geneva this month.

oL erhaps you will have read of a
hmiri delegation which attended
recent Islamic summit in Istan-
You may know of a conference
in Washington recently. at
h Kashmiri experts gave pa-
You may have read of the big
ration held atthe Indian High
ion in London on Indian
ndence Day.

&
¥

5o far, these events, the intifada in
sashmir itself, and the atrocities
nitted by the Indian occupation
s, have not been given the cov-
> they deserve, but gradually,
ublic in other countries is be-

g more knowledgeable about
mir. Let me attempt to summa-

- In 1947, under the Indian Inde-
idence Act, the British withdrew
India, and the princely states
to their former sovereign
endence. The independent
nions of India and Pakistan
established by the Act, and it
med thateach of the prince-
would accede to one or
of them... Mohammed Ali
; set out the position correctly
g : Sajl:l:
et  the lapse of paramountcy,
allindian states would automatical-
their full sovereign and
ot status. They are, there-
o join either of the two
s or to remain independ-

whose sympathies were felt (o be
with India.

Armed units from Pakistan invad-
ed the territory on October 22, 1947
and on the advice of V P Menon, the
Maharajah fled the capital Srinagar.
Under Menon's influence, the Ma-
harajah was ‘persuaded’ 10 cobble
together an instrument of accession
to India the following day, though it
should be noted that he reserved to
himself the right to internal sover-
cignty, and to negotiate future con-
stitutional arrangements with India,
so much for Attlee’s advice to “take
your time”.

But the Governor General, Lord
Mountbatten, in accepting the Ma-
haraja’s accession, recognised its
provisional nature, and wrote on
October 27 that

‘as soon as law and order have
been réstored.... the guestion of the
state's accession should be setiled
by a reference to the people .

This emphasis on a plebiscite was
repeated by Mahatma Ghandi on
October 30 and by Mr Nehru on
November 2. As late as January 2,
1952, Mr Nehru was still repeating
that

‘We have ... given our word of
hanour for a peaceful solution, As a
greatnationwe cannot goback on i,
We have left the question of final
solution to the people of Kashmir
and we are determined to abide by
their decision’.

... (The ) wholly specious argument
used by India today is that the Simla
Agreementof 1972, which followed
the conflict between India and Paki-

states expressly bound themselves
to seek a solution of any dispute
within the framework of the Char-
ter. the Agreement reinforced and
reiterated their commitment to the
several declarations by the Securi-
ty Councilas well as the UN Com-
mission on India and Pakistan.

The provision in the Simla Agree
ment which says that both sides shall
respect the cease-fire line of Decem-
ber 17, 1971 was of a temporary and
military nature. pending the further
discussions which the Agreement
envisages on the establishment of
durable peace, based on, interalia, ‘a
final settlement of Jammu and Kash
mir’.

If the Simla Agreement itsell had
been the final settlement. notwith-
standing the incompatibility with the
Charter. there would have been no
reason to schedule these further dis-
cussions.

So the arguments are clear, and
Kashmir is now calling on the world
to uphold the rule of international
law. Why then have the United Na
tions not pursued the matter over the
last twenty years?

Over this period, India has been
able to count on the friendship of
the Soviet Union to block further
aetion by the Security Council,

Nor could the Kashmins have
raised the issue in the Commitiee on
Decolanisation. in all probability,
since it would require that a member
state formally ask for the guestion to
be put on the agenda. Up to now, it
hasbeen assumed that no state would
brave India’s displeasure by taking
the initiative. Ultimately, as a For-
eign Office Minister conceded tome
in another context, questions of self-
determination are settled on politi-
cal rather than legal arguments,

But there are momentouschang-
es beginning to take shape all over
the world, and India cannot insu-

late herself from the new dispen-
sation.

South Africa was forced 1o yield
possession of her neighbour Na-
mibia. Ethiopia had to give up Erit-
red. Moroceo is having to give up
Western Sahara, as a result of a
referendum to be held in December.
Yugoslavia has virtually agreed to
relinquish control of Slovenia. And
who knows what may happen ulti-
mately in the Soviet Union. When
the dust has settled. it is unthinkable
that all the Republics which had
already declared theirindependence,
will meekly accept arenewal of their
subjectionto hardline Moscow com-
MTURTST,

There was a false dawn of self-
determination 70 years ago, when
after the first World War the sub-
jeet peoples of the Ottoman and
Austro - Hungarian empires
seemed to be leading the way, in-
cluding the Kurds. That was an
age of lost opportunities, when the
high ideals for which millions had
died were trampled in the mire of
political expediency. We must not
letit happen again today. Itis time
to fulfil the words spoken by that
great American prophet Woodrow
Wilson in his famous address to
Congress of January 1918:

“National aspirations must be
respected, peoples may be domi-
nated and governed only with their
consent. Self-determination is not
amere phrase. It is an imperative
principle of action, which states-
men will henceforthignore at their
peril.”

...and neither can Sri Lanka

At the forty seventh ses-
sions of the United Nations
Commission on Human
Rights in February 1991, at
Geneva in Switzerland the
non governmental human
rights organisation, Libera-
tion, declared:

"The systematic violations
of human rights by the Sri
Lanka government over a
period of four decades are
well documented and are,
clearly, no accidental hap-
penings.

They constitute evidence
of the resolute and deter-
mined effort of an alien Sin-
hala majority to subjugate
and assimilate the people of
Tamil Eelam within the
framework of a unitary Sin-
hala Buddhist Sri Lankan
state. The people of Tamil
Eelam have suffered enough
and have waited longenough
for their human rights. To-

day, they are a Euelc who there

can no longer be denied their
right to self determination. The
views of Dr. Hector Gros Espiell
in his report for the United Na-
tions Sub-Commission on Pre-
vention of Discrimination of Mi-
norities in 1980, deserve our re-
newed attention:

* Every people subject to any

Jorm or type of colonial or alien

domination possesses the right to
self determination, and no dis-
tinction can be drawn between
one people and another for the
purpose of recognising the exisi-
ence of this right if there is evi-
dence of colonial or alien domi-
nation of the people or peoples in
question”

We also urge the Commission
o give careful consideration to
the comments of Professor Leo
Kruper in the Minority Rights
Group Report on International
Action against Genocidein 1982:

“...genocide continues to be an
odious scourge on mankind...
are also at the present time

many immediate issues related
to genocide which call for the
most urgent action... (such as)
the communal massacres in Sri
Lanka...some of these geno-
cidal massacres arise out of
struggles for greater autono-
my, and might be regulated by
recognition of the right of self
determination...” (Minority
Rights Group Report: Interna-
tional Action Against Geno-
cide)

We believe that it is a mat-
ter of immediate importance
that the Sri Lankan govern-
ment should be called upon
to respond in a constructive
manner to the peace initia-
tive of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam and tosecure
a political settlement of the
conflict within the frame-
work of human rights and
the right of self determina-
tion of the people of Tamil
Eelam."
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telethon to help displaced in Tamil Eelam

The Hankai Tamil Sangam of
USA held a fund raising telethon
on October 4 for refugeesin Tamil
Eelam. About 15 volunteers, in1wo
locations, (Poughkeepsie, NY and
Livingston, NJ) sat in front of tele-
pheneson this Friday night and made
hundreds of phone calls. Despite
occasional rebuffs and excuses, the
experience on the whole was a re-
warding one for those volunteers,
both in terms of money collected
and personal satisfaction. Cheers
went up when the first thousand
dollar pledge came in. As the pledg-
esrolledin, nervousnessdisappeared,
and euphoria set in At the end of the
day. thepledges totalled almost twen-
ty thousand US Dollars.

Tamil Voice, the Sangam News-
letter, edited by Rajan Sris—
kandarajah commented editori-

ally: " The response to the Sangam s
find raising effort for the refugees in
Eelam has been marvelous. The vol-
wnteers who took part in the telethon
on October4, were thrilled with the
response to their calls. In one night
alone we had pledges totalling al-
maost twenty thousand dollars. Those
of vou who donated so freely - those
who pledged a thousand dellars or
more, those who donated thirty dol-
lars, and the many in between - one
and all made us prowd to be Tamils.
And we thank you for it.

The need, the penury and the des-
titution in Eelam is tremendous...
(The refugees) are fair game to the
Sri Lankan armed forces and the
government's own death squads in
theirkilling spree. Even the interna-
tional relieforganisations caring for
them are not safe from this murder-

Igbal Singh from Sikh Human Rights Internet says

The only real solution to the refugee
problem is to support the people’s
struggle for self- determination

The Asylum Bill will bring more hardship and misery to
genuine refugees. It will fail to solve the real problem, as all the
Acts since the Immigration Act 1962 have failed. The solution
involves more open discussion, reassessment of policies and bold
new initiatives.

The legacy of migration has its origins in colonial days. Sover-
eign states were conquered or annexed and turned into one big
‘monolithic unit for administrative and economic reasons. The
end of the second world war saw the transfer of power from
western capitals to local capitals, to the people who were educated
inthe West or believed in the western culture and its values. Those
leaders continued to follow the same policies of creating uniform-
ity by destroying and suppressing local cultures and traditions.

Steadily the euphoria of freedom started to evaporate under the
burdenof poverty and social, economic and political erises. Theresult
was corruption, nepotism and hypocrisy,

While people were becoming more conscious of their rights, the
IMF, Warld Bank and Western governments poured in aid and loans
to sustain the most corrupt and repressive regimes, mainly o service
their debts. The civilised world has connived for a long time in the
gross violation of human rights in these countries,

India is a classic example. The only real solution to this refugee
problem is to support the people’s struggle for self- determina-
tion. Then there will not be a need to run away from the tyrant

system to be ridiculed and humiliated in a foreign land.

ous lot. The cost to provide basic life
support tao refugees (despite the [ow-
er cost of living in Eelam) is enor-
mous. The tab to maintain 15,000
families for 3 months is about 2500
dollars @ 13 dollars a family - and
there are over five hundred thou-
sand refugees there. Obviously the
ten thousand odd Eelam expatriates
in US alone cannot foot this bill, but
what we can do goes a long way.

Thosé df you who had excuses,
please think - can you skip that trip
to McDonalds this week or forgo the
Indian sweels vou wanted to buy
today, or give up some such thing
Jjest this week, and use that 10,20, or
30 dollars saved so that a poor des-
titute family in Eelam may live to se¢
another day. We know vour heart is
hig enough for this. "'

Tamil refugees
in Costa Rica

Seventeen Tamilrefugeesin-
tending to seek asylum in the
United States, matle a stopover
in Costa Rice. The authorities
there detained them and intend
deporting them to Sri Lanka,

Racist attacks on
Tamil Refugeesin
Germany

Tamil refugees who moved to east
Germany after the unification of the
twao sections, have been subjected to
greivous physical assault and verbal
abuse. Reports received from some
parts of Germany suggest that Tamil
refugees arefrightened to move out
of their residences or camps. The
refugees fear that this 1s spreading to
other parts of Germany,

Shankaran Radhakrishnam, a
Tamil refugee in Germany, was
forcibly dragged into a car from a
busstop by three neo-Nazi round-
heads, He was injected with po-
tent drugs and left on a railway
line. He lost his legs as a result of
this atrocity, Germany is the foster
home for over 40,000 Tamil Refu-
gees who have fled the North East of
Sri Lanka, due to the ongoing war.

They would
if they could.

New proposals for asylunt
seekers in the UK shock
Refugee Agencies

Richard Dunstan writingin the Amnesty Journal October/November

1991 says: “The Home Secretary’s announ—cement had been expected

for some time, and had been preceded by a series of scurrilous articles
about “bogus refugees” in the Daily Mail and other newspapers

. It sets out drastic proposals which Al believes will prevent many people
fleeing serious human rights violations from seeking and gaining asylum in
the UK.

Most disturbing of all is the plan - endorsed by the Lord Chancellor - to
end asylum seckers’ right to legal aid, described as “an action of which the
Government should be ashamed” by the Bar Council Chairman, Antho
Scrivener QC. If implemented, this measure will deny asylum saé
access to the knowledge and expertise of the several hundred solicke#s
currently providing invaluable advice and assistance with asylum applica-
tions - expertise which in recent years has been crucial to the correction of
numerous unfair decisions by the Home Office.

On 31 July the United Kingdom Immigrants Advisory Service (UKIAS)
- an independent charity which the Home Secretary proposed should take
over the work currently done by solicitors - rejected the plan as “a denial of
natural justice”, and the Home Office is now reported to be looking for
another organization to take on the role.

As a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention on Refugees, the British
Government is legally obliged to provide asylum to those fleeing serous
human rights violations. This is not to say that it should open the doors (o
large numbers of people who do not qualify for asylum - the very purpose
of asylum procedures is to distinguish between those that do so qualify and
those who do not.The essential point is that the government can fully
meet its international obligations only if its asylum procedures are fair
and effective, and if those fleeing persecution have effective access to the
procedures. Increased numbers of applications cannot justify an ero-
sion of these principles.””

UK Race Equality Commission
attacks new asylum curbs

The Commission for Racial Equality is preparing a legal
challengeto Home Secretary Kenneth Baker’s proposed crack-
down on refugees. Confidential legal advice 1o the commis-
sion says the plans are illegal, amounting to a clear breach of
the Race Relations Act. The dispute centres on the removal of
asylum seekers’ right to legal aid and representation. Michael
Day, the CRE chairman, has written to Mr Baker saying his
proposals would *eliminate access to the provision of finance
for legal services by reference to a race based criterion’
(Courtesy London Sunday Observer),
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RaRa claims responsibility for Hague
bomb blast on immigration office

The Duteh *Radical Anti-Racist Action’ group claimed responsibility for
two bomb blasts in the Hague in Holland which destroyed the residence of
Ad Kasto who was in charge of Holland's immigration and asylum policy
and also damaged a floor of the interior ministry where the new Dutch
asylum laws were drafted It is thought that the bombs may be the first
reaction from the extreme left 1o the recent attacks by right wing neo facists.

UN Group on Disappearances
visits Sri Lanka

Representatives of 2,000 families whose husbands and sons “disap-
peared™ in the brutal three-year struggle between the Army and the
Sinhalese Marxist People’s Liberation Front (JVP) gathered in Tan-
galle on 14 October to petition a five-member team from the UN
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances on a ten-
day visit to probe Sri Lanka’s human rights record.

Over 60.000 people have vanished in the wake of the Army-JIVP conflict,
Around 15,000 are detained under emergency laws although the Govern-
mentclaims to have released 6,422 after rehabilitation in the last 18 months.

- Human rights workers say some of those released have disappeared shortly

afterwards and detainces who engage lawyers 1o assist their release have
also vanished.

A sustained attack on Christian NGOs accusing them of conversion
dctivities and fraud dominated this month’ s hearings of the Presiden-
tial Commission of Enquiry on NGOs (Courresy: British Refitgee Council

\publication, Sri Lanka Monitor)

g1amil Nadu Government
strugglestocontainLTTE

‘Over 1,000 south Indian police took part in Operation Flamingo
launched in late September to clear LTTE bases from 500 kms of
coastline south of Nagapattinam. The 110,000 Sri Lankan refugees
in gevernment-run camps in Tamil Nadu have been moved away
. from sensitive coastal areas to 25 new reception centres in the

interior. Another 110,000 Sri Lankan Tamils live with friends and
_relatives oron remittances from abroad. So farless than 30,000 have
registered With local police and fhe others are now regarded as L'TTE

suspects, Another 2,060 identified as LTTE in the roundups since

Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination in May are kept in high-security

isolation. The LTTE retains sophisticated links with the former

governing DMK party. as well as the south Indian Tamil fundamen-
talist Dravida Kazhagam (DK) and a range of new revolutionary
groups. Dindigul police arrested seven ringleaders of the hitherto
unknown Tamil National Liberation Army (TNLA) in late October.
Police allege the LTTE gave TNLA leader Ravichandran, $25.000
10 foment a separatist revolt insouth India and to restore secret radio
nks with Jaffna, severed since August.(Courtesy: Sri Lanka Monitor)
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JVP TRYING TO RAISE 1S HEAD
AGAIN

Police are investigating reports that
those JVP members, who escaped cap-
ture in |988-89 are hovering around
unjversity campuses, busy recruiting
new members. They conduct social eve-
nings at which chicken. liquor and ciga
rettes are handed out to those attending
these functions, which last from dusk to
dawn. They are then given transport to
their residences, around dawn. Recruit
ment is both for men and women,

Fraup AT FOrRT RAILWAY STATION
Three young men posing as security
officers are reported to be robbing inno-
cent passengers of their money and val-
wibles near the Fort Railway Station,

One unsuspecting victim was N, Si-
varatnam who came for a departmental
examination to Colombo, He is an em
ployee of the Jaffna Branch of the Bank
ofCeylon. They flashed an identity card,
searched and relieved him of abour Rs
6,500 in cash,

SRI LANKAN NAVY PATROL CRAFT
SINKS

When returming from Nainathivo to
Karainagar naval base. on October 27,
seven navy personnel including two of-
ficers were Killed and eight were wound-
ed ineluding the Commander of the
Northern Naval area, Captain HR, Am-
arasena. Theirin shore patrol crafi siruck
a series of mines and sank.

ARMY PATROL AMBUSHED AT
WELIKANDE
Fourteen Sri Lankan soldiers were
killed whepn.the LTTE ambushed. an
army patrol at Welikande in the East.on
October 28

ORDER TO EVACUATE JAFFNA
TOWN

Leaflets are being dropped over Jaffnu
town on Oectober 21 and broadcasts
made over the radio, ordering the civil-
1ans 1o evacuate Jaffna town.

Following this order, people have
maved out to safe arcas, patients have
left the Jaffna hospital and most of the
shops in Jaffna have closed.

It is the intention of the Sri Lanka
Army to capture Jaffna, but before that

can he {|('|['|'L', We must \'Il‘i.'l'l,l__"lhi.'n our
hold on the islands™ said an army com-
mander in the North.

In the meantime. the LTTE hay re-
quested the people of Koddady 1o move
to other areas. The LTTE has now
strengthened its forees in this area,

Priss CONFERENCE N
PARLIAMENT BUILDING

This is & report of & Press Conference
given by Colonel Sarath Munasinghe,
Jomt Operations Commuand spokesman
on October 24,

Reporter(Ry; Who is in charge of Taff-
na hospital?

Colonel(C): The International Con-
mitlee af the Red Cross.(ICRC)

R: Where is Prabhakaran?

C: In the Jaffna Peninsula

R: Was a building in which food was
stored damaged by bombing?

C: The ICRC has complained that a
tood store has been damaged by the
action of the Sri Lankan Air Force. This
is heing investigated. An order has been
tssued by the Joint Operations Com-
mand that such buildings should not be
bomibed.

R: Under whose control is Kilinoch-
chi?

C: Under LTTE's control.

R: What is your ultimate objective?

C: To weaken the LTTE militarily, It
we can achicve this, the need to capture
Jaffna wouldn’t arise.

SCHOOLS DESTROYED BY BOMBING

IN VADAMARACHCHI

Due to constant bombing of the Vad-
amarachchi-area by the 8 Lanka Air
Force. during mid Ociober, several
schools, homes and a food store has
been damaged,

Among the schools destroyed are Ve-
layutham Maha Vidyalayam, Pt. Pedro
and Pulely Maha Vidyalayam,

BOATS CARRYING CIVILIANS CAME

UNDER HELICOPTER ATTACK

The Armed Forces operations in the
Northern Islandshave cansed such se-
vere hardship, that inspite of curfew
regulations and helicopterstrafing, thou-
sands of residents of the islands around
the Jaffna Peninsula are Jeaving their
homes, to reach the mainland - Jaffna,

Those arriving at Ariyalai, Passayur
and Colombuthurai are being housed
and helped by the Tamil Refugee Or-
ganisation (IRO) right round the clock.

On Sunday ., October 20, night heli-
copters shelled several boats eartying
civilians, with the helpof lightning flares,
Twa boats sank as a result of this straf-
ing. killing fiftecn people. Only two
people survived this attack,

HUNGER STRIKE BY PRISON
DETAINEES

Over 200 people detained in a Sri
Lankan prison have begun a hunger
strike in protest against being held with-
out trial. Most of the group who are
Tamils are being held in Kalutara pris
on. They are suspected of having links
with the LTTE and are being held urider
emergency regulations without any in-
quiry or formal charge.

2250 TROOPS KILLED 1N THE NORTH
East War

1750 Arimed Service personnel and
300 policemen have died in the North
East War so far. according to Defénce
Ministry statistics.

Gravary iy Pr, PEDRO DAMAGED

BY SR LANKAN AR FoRCE

ICRC has complained to the S Lanka
Govt. about the serious damage caused
by the Sri Lanka Air Force’s bombing
theonly granary in Pt Pedro. This build-
ing had been used 1o store food unload-
ed from ships at PL. Pedro harhour,

In the meantime, because of curfew
being reimposed in the Taffna Peninsu-
la, the unloading of food from ships at
Pt Pedro has been suspended.

THE ONE AND ONLY BAKERY IN
MANNAR FORCED TO CLOSE

Only one bakery in Mannar produced
the much needed bread. The bakery
owners were arrested by the Sri Lankan
security forces on the charge that they
were involved in smuggling diesel. Asa
result the bakery was forced to close:

NGOs v Jarina
Officials from non governmental or-
ganisations from Switzerland and Lon-
don have travelled to Jaffoa in order to
acquaint themselves with first hand in-
formation and assess the present situa-
tion in the North.

“

continued from page 3

Mahendrarajah Interview

Eelam? Orwill you act on the basis
thatthe only course open to youisto
fight for the achievement of our
objective till the bitter end?

A. We firmly believe that the only
lasting solution for the Tamils is the
creation of an independent state of
Tamil Eelam, We are engaged in
this struggle in order to achieve this
political ebjective. At the same time
the international community advis-
es us to consider a Solution other
than an independent state of Tamil
Eelam - a substantial alternative
scheme of self government.

Theinternational community has
alsosuggested that we should spare
no efforts to find a political solu-
tion through a peace dialogue. We
donot reject this idea. That is why
we are prepared for peace talks.

We are fully aware that the Sinhala
government will never agree (o the
creation of an independent state of
Tamil Eelam. This is not a matter for
a bargain. We know only too well
that this is an objective that has (o be

won through struggle. We are equal-
ly aware that the Sinhala Govern-
ment will not consent even to a sub-
stantial alternative scheme.

We announced that we were ready
0 participate in talks in order to
impress on the international com-
munity that the Sinhala chauvinistic
forces are not ready to mete out
justice in any form to the people of
Tamil Eelam.

We have already declared that we
are quite prepared to consider fa-
vourably a proposal for full self-
government within a federal set up.
Butit does not appear that the Sinha-
la government has even given
thought to it. However, we are not
surprised over it. Leave alone the
issues of Tamil Eelam and federal-
ism. The government is even refus-
ing to acknowledge the fundamen-
tals of the Tamil National question.

The Sinhala government contin-
ues todeny that the people of Tamil
Eelam constitute a national entity,
that they have a homeland with a

history of its own and that the
people of Tamil Eelam, as a people
constituting a national formation
are entitled to the right to self-
determination.

Even today we are prepared to
consider a viable alternative based
on arecognition of these fundamen-
tal aspects of our national question.
But the Sinhala government is not
going to agree (o all this. Yet we do
not reject the idea of holding talks,

Weareready to participateintalks
in order to drive home to the inter-
national community the fact that
the basic demands which underiie
the Tamil national question are just
and reasonable and the fact that the
SinhalaGovernmentisnot prepared
to do that which is just and reason-
able. Weare confident that the world
will sponer or later realise the in-
transigent and reactionary nature
of Sinhala chauvinism. It is on the
basisof that realisation that the sym-
pathy and support of the interna-
tional community will turn in fa-
vour of our struggle.
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BOOKS

Nationalist Thought & the Colonial World - A

Derivative Discourse

In this book on ‘Nationalist
Thought & the Colonial World®,
published by ZedBooks Ltd for
the United Nations University,
Professor Partha Chatterjee crit-
icises Western theories of Third
World nationalism - both liberal
and Marxist, He demonstrates how
Western theorists. with theirempha-
sis on the power of reason, the pri-
macy of the hard sciences and the
dominance of the empirical method,
have assumed that their presupposi-
tions are universally valid, and,
through the impact of Western edu-
cation, have imposed concepts of
nationalism on non-Western peo-
ples to the detriment, if not destruc-
tion, of their own world-views.

The authorexplores the central con-
tradiction that nationalism in Africa
and Asia has consequently experi-
enced: setting out to assert its free-
dom from European domination, it

yet remained a prisoner of European
post-Enlightenment rationalist
discourse.Using the case of India,
Professor Chatterjee goes on to
show how Indian nationalism did
effect significant displacementsin
the framework of modernist think-
ing imbibed from the West. Yet,
despite constituting itself as a dif-
ferent discourse, it remained dom-
inated by the very structure of the
power it sought to repudiate. And
so the historical outcome generally
has been the transformation of Third
World nationalism by ruling classes
into a state ideology legitimising
their own rule. appropriating the life
of the nation, and propelling it along
the path of ‘universal modernisa-
tion’.

But the spurious ideological unity
proclaimed by these classes, and their
faillure to subsume completely the
life of the nation in the life of their

by Partha Chatterjee

new states, raises the historical pros-
pect that a critigue of state national

ism will emerge.Professor Chatter

jee questions the legitimacy of the
currently predominant formulations
of nationalist ideology in the Third
Waorld. He anticipates a new gener-
ation of popular struggles that will
redefine the content of Afro-Asian
nationalism and the kinds of society
people wish to build. For scholars, it
will make uncomfortable reading
because of its radical attack on the
fundamentals of Western bourgeois
thought, an attack always couched,

however, in the rational tones of

Western scholarship.

Professor Chatterjee trained in the
United States, and has taught at many
institutions including the Universi-
ties of Rochester and Amritsar. He
has held visiting appointments at St
Antony's College, Oxford, and the
Australian National University.

Prostitutes in Medical Literature by

Eelam Tamil, SachiSri Kantha's
book Prostitutes in Medical Liter-
ature; An Annotated Bibliogra-
phy, has been recently published
in the USA by one of the leading
reference book publishers, Green-
wood Press, Westport, Connecti-
cut. This 256-page reference book
represents the first bibliography
since the AIDS epidemic began to
unite scientific literature about
prostitutes, andand contains 1440
entries.Sachi Sri Kantha is a Re-
search associate for the Depart-

ment of Physiology and Biochem-
istry at the Medical college of
Pennyslvania.According to Sri
Kantha, the inspiration for writ-
ing this book came after he pre-
sented a research paper at the 5th
International Tamil Research
Conference held in Madurai
(1981), on Arunagirinathar as the
Adiguru of Carnatic Music. He
believes that the spread of syphi-
lis, after the landing of Portuguese
in South India could have resulted
in Arunagirinathar’s ardent cam-

Sachi Srim Kantha

paign against prostitutes in his
Tirupugazh hymns.5ri Kantha has
published over 50 scientific papers
and more than 200 popular articles,
commentaries and letters predomi-
nantly on Tamils of Eelam and India
in magazines and newspapers pub-
lishedinthe USA, UK, Japan. Hong-
kong and Sri Lanka. The book is
priced at $49.95 (ISBN 0-313-
27491-6) and may be ordered by
calling:1-800-225-5800. Review
copiesareavailable by calling (203)
226-3571

Thesad news of Lourdes Augus-
tine Saverimuttu’s death on Sat-
urday, 28th September 1991, has
come as rude shock not only to me
but to numerous others who count-
ed him as a close friend. It was
only a month ago, that [ met himon
& visit to Canada. He was active,
vivacious, full of numerous stories,
anecdotes, jocular interjections, and
fond recollections. The news that he
has passed away is almost unbeliey-
able - it is also sad and depressing.

Lourdes Augustine Saverimuttu
was born in Jaffna, Sri Lanka, on the
12th of February 1920. He studied
throughout at St Patrick’s College,
in Jaffna, where [ came to know him
elosely and developed a friendship
that lasted till he passed away. In
school he showed an abiding inter-
estin English and English literature.
Thiswas to become his main interest
throughout his later life. He was a
sincere friend and never manifested
jealousy or envy, He became a very
Suecessful journalist and was much
sought after in Sri Lanka and later in

Obituary

Augustine Saverimuttu

Canada. During the last few years,
he has published many Apprecia-
tions in reputed newspapers in Sri
Lanka, U K. and Canada. One of the
more recent ones was the apprecia-
tion he wrote about my brother, An-
ton, without even notifying me - it
was a kind act.

Because of unstable situation in Sri
Lanka, Augustine moved to Dubai
in the mid 1980s, for two years and
thereafter retired permanently to
Canada. in 1988. He leaves behind
two children, the elder is Shyamala
in Toronto and the younger is Raja-
kumarinN.Y., U.S.A. His dear wife,
Mary Ranee always supported him
inevery way and encouraged him in
his writings. On that fateful day he
woke up hale and hearty and carried
out his usual exercises. Soon after,
he complained of chest pain, was
rushed to Missisauga Hospital by
ambulance, where it was found that
‘the bell had tolled” and his days on
earth were peacefully over.

Augustine Saverimuttu was the
embodiment of courtesy and hu-
mility. There were very few in Sri
Lanka who did not know him, at
least by name. The Missisauga
newspaper rightly said, ‘he was a
proud supporter of his adopted
country and his contributions to
the newspapers were read, enjoyed
and appreciated by many’. Ever
indulgent and courteous, almost
1o a fault, he endeared himself to

friends and strangers alike. He

always said that he would wish his

body be cremated and the ashes be

buried in his dear homeland,
Celam.

“a time to be born and a time to
die;a time to plant and a time to
pluck up that which is planted.”
(Ecclesiastes - chap 3, verse 2.)

Dr. John St. George, Sydney

Note by Interim Editor: - Augus-
tine Saverimuttu was an enthusiatic
supporter of the Tamil Nation and
he was one of our regular contrib-
utors, He was a committed supporter
ofthe Tamil cause and Eelam Tamils
every where will mourn his death.
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Dr.(Mrs) C. Ambalavanar who is an obstetrician in Jaffna,
and who is currently in Britain on a short visit says

The people inthe North and
Eastlong for peace,and the
right to live as free people

without fear

Dear friends,

I bring greetings from the Jaffna Dio-
cese of the Church of Seuth India. 1
would also like to thank you on its
behalf for vour concern and your gener
ous donations for its work among the
refugees in the North and East of Sri
Lanka.

The North has been without electrici-
ty, public transport and communica-
tions since June 1990, There is curtail-
ing of supplies of fuel, medicines, food
stuff, soapand all sorts of things includ-
ing printing paper. School examinations
are not held in the North and East.

So the situation continues 1o remain
much the same with intense fighting in
ar¢as from time to time. Occasionally
there is bombing and indiscriminate
shelling from the main army camps. |
am sure it will be difficult for most of
you 1o even imagine what it is to live
constantly in fear. As there is no com-
munication people outside the North or
outside the island are unaware of the
real situation.

As a result of the continuing military
offensive more than 6000 civilians have
died, a million made refugees while a
million are without jobs. Thousands of
young women have been made widows
and thousands of children made orphans:
Between the ages of 15 to 30, males to
females are in the ratio of 1:7,

When we celebrated the 175th Anni-
versary of the American Ceylon Mis-
sion we were reminded that the North
must have been in a similar situation
with nerelectricity, public transport and
telecommunications when the early
missionaries arrived.

But just as the situation then gave
greal opportunily 10 the missionaries
and like the challenges the early apos-
tles faced the present siluation has of-
fered numerous challenges tothe Church
in the North and that is to help the poor,
the homeless, the oppressed and miar-
ginalised people. The Church has been
challenged to break out of its four walls.
People come all the time for help of all
kinds because they know the Church is
really concerned about them.

The widows and their children have
been helped with sums of money, or-
phans have been taken into children’s
homes, and dry rations of food stuff
given to hundreds of families. But all
this is not enpugh.

What surprises us who live there is
that the rest of the world seems so
unconcerned about the plight of the
Tamils in Sri Lanka. The western
world screams when even small na-
tions like Lithuania and Latvia are
attacked or harassed. There wassuch

fessor Gallie]

Tail piece

“The would be conqueror is always a
lover of peace, for he would like to enter
and occupy our land unopposed. It is
in order to prevent him from doing this
that we must be willing to engage in war
and prepare for it.”’ | Clausewitz quoted in
Philosophers of Peace and War, edited by Pro-

a hue and cry over the Gulf war and
the attack on Kuwait and recently at
the plight of the Croatians, In Sri
Lanka since June "90 thousands have
died and are still dying because of the
continuing military offensive by the
ruling Government against a section
of its own people and no one is con-
cerned.

The people in the North and East long
for peace. normaley and the right to live
as free people without fear. The refu-
gees must be able to go back to their
houses in their own districts and must be
rehabilitated. But first the military of-
fensive must be stopped and peace talks
take place.

You can help by first praying for us
and for the offensive to stop, for nego-
tiations for a just settlement to be
commenced, the embargo on fuel,
food, medicines ete to be lifted, elec-
tricity to be restored, recognition of
thetraditional homelands of the Tamil

nation.

You can help by telling others and
especially people of this country about
the real situation there. and along with
your friends to urge your local members
of parliament to vse their influence on
the British Government to mediate with
the Sti Lankan Government to call off
the military offensive and establish peace
and restore normaley in the North and
East of 5ri Lanka. Your continued gen-
erous contribution for relief work will
also be greatly appreciated.

Y our Prime Minister has just said that
he will work for universal peace. se¢u=
rity and freedom from fear. He and
others in power must be reminded that
so long as people like the Tamils of Sn

hope cannot be fulfilled.

Lanka continue to suffer injustice w

Please continue to support us in your
prayers.

With best wishes. Dr. (Mrs) C. Am-
balavanar,
13 October 1991

Army conspires
with LTTE to
transport soap
and aspirin

Thirteen army officers are
likely to be charged for con-
spiring with the LTTE for issu-
ing permits to transport dan-
gerous goods (1) soap, candle,
matches,aspirin ete. to the
North East. Punishment for this
offence is death or 20 years im-
prisonment and the forfeiture of
all property.

Itis reported that the police have
substantial evidence against these
men and this will be forwarded to
the Attorney General, who had
earlier advised the police that the
conduct of these suspects may be
bordering ontreason- by abetting
in waging of waragainst the state.
The thirteenhave been suspended
from the army while investiga-

peopleand the aspirations of the T:
people of their right to sell deter; 3

tions take place.
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Eelam Tamil elected to
County Council in Norway

Myr.Kanapathipillai Sivarajah, an
Eelam Tamil residentin Norway. has been
elected as an alternate member of the
County Council of Troms at the elections
held in September. Mr.Sivarajah was born
in Point Pedro and educated at Hartley
College. He works as Fisheries Adviser
with the Norwegian Directorate of Fisher-
ies, He is the first immigrant from the
Third World to be elected a County Coun-
cilor in Norway. Mr.Sivarajah recently

‘attended the Sacramento Conference

on "Tamil Eelam - a Nation without a
smm" and presented a paper entitled
Fisheries Development of Tamil Eelam. He has taken an active interest
inROOT - the Research Organisation of Tamil Eelam. He chairs the Tamil
Development Network of Norway.

Nupura Kendra’s
adhi Parasakthi

upura Kendra’s School of Dancing which has thus far produced
 sixteen brilliant dancers by completing their Arangetrams -both in Sri
and in London, demonstrated on Sunday the 20th of November,
it has about 50 more excellent students waiting in the wings ready
»r their Arangetram/Graduation ceremony.

- About 75 girls and one male dancer (aged about 8 - Seyanthan Sivapalan)
illed the audience of South Western London when they staged a Benefit
&mw comprising two full length Dance Dramas and six separate dance
ns at the Surbiton Assembly Rooms in Maple Road, Surbiton. The

. Pmmadx were in aid of Pathirakaali Amman Temple in Sangarathai,
~ Vaddukodai - with its miraculous healing powers. Ironically, this show
3—' ‘was scheduled to take place on the 30th of July 1983 at the Kathiresan

~ Temple Hall in Bambalapitiya in Colombo but due to an **Act of God”
'L_ was cancelled three days earlier.

-
&

The show had a Dance Drama “Kumara Sambavam’ depicting the Birth/
Creamm of God Murugan during the firsthalf of the programme and a longer
‘Dance/Drama " Adhi Parasakthy™ during the second half of the programme.
. e was also a Folk Dance, Pinnal Kolattam, Thillana and a Pathirakaali
f—nan Pathiham.

Sixtiny tots, not older than 8 years performed as six Murugans in “Kumara
‘Sambavam’ and stole the show - seated in the laps of their foster mothers
and jumping to perform the tiny bit of their dances - holding the shining :
“Vel Ayuthams” in their hands,

““Adhi Parasakthy” dealt with the appearance of Goddesses Durga, Luxmy
;ﬂdSamswmhy from their Supreme Mother Adhi Parasakthy. The dancers
: 1o perform these difficult roles namely, Danusha Lohendran as
:M’a‘ Vathanee Srinivasan as Luxmy, Lakshmi Jeybalasingham as Saras-
:wyhy and Thulasy Thillainathan as Adhi Parasakthy, performed extremely
‘well. The casting of these daneers to the roles they performed and in
_mcular the easting of Durga Sakthys, Luxmy Sakthys, and Saraswathy

hys - 8 each (1otal 24 Sakihys), was very brilliantly done. The costumes
‘with the traditional colours should be particularly mentioned. The Dance
Director, Srimathi Subathra Sivadasan (nee Kumarasooriyar) of Co-
[ombo 6) deserves the credit for organising such a mammoth production of
‘two Dance Dramas and six other dances and generally managing, training
“and presenting a cast of 74 dancers, s a preat task indeed, Of course, she had
the full co-operation of the Parents of these dancers without which this show
would not have been possible.

Another unusual feature in this performance was the use of a massive
'mhestmcmstslmgnf twovioling, one Veena, one Flute, one Mirudangam,
Morsing, one Ganjeera and three vocalists (excluding the teacher doing
Ihe Nattuvangam). The melodious voices of the three singers - Smt
Vijayakumarai Thavasiingam, Smt Kamalini Manoranjan and Smt
Priyadarshana Yogarajah - blended beautifully and was a treat 1o the ears,

«
'

; lf:[’ked the song “Janani-Janani-laham-Nee™ sung by all three female
4 ii,giggrsand_mmed by two male singers Sri Sivashankarand Sri Kirubaharan
(who were already on the violin and Mirudangam respectively). A Novel
experiment that was no doubl successful. The presentation of “Adhi
?almakihy during the season of Sakthy (just after Navarathri) was an
~ appropriate choice. The show was presided by Mr T Sangaralingam, a
ﬁWPrincipaluf Colombo Hindu College and a Trustee of Pathirakaa-
an Temple.The Nupura Kendra should be congratulated on suc-
ssfully undertaking this colossal venture,
e Reviewed by Wimal Sockanathan

Thamil Amutham
Radio in Paris

“Thamil Amutham™
ice in Tamil began broadeasting
from Paris on Sunday, 20th Octo-
ber. The well known radio artist
Mr S.K. Rajan from Jaffoa, is in
overall charge with. Mr R, Guna-
palan to assist.him.

Sou

a radio sery-

SydneyTamil Study
Centre Sports Meet

Students attending the four Tamil
schools run by Sydney's Tamil Study
Centre met on the 3rd of November
to participate in & combined sports
meet. The Lord Mayor of Param-
atta, Mr.John Hines was the Chief
Guest. The Principal of Darey
Public School, Wentworthville,
Mr.John Nelen, was the Guest of
Honour. The days proceedings be-
gan with the hoisting of the Austral-
1an Flag by Mr.John Darey, followed
by "Thamil Vaalthu®, Over 250 stu-
dents participated in the event, which
attracted a large number of Tamils
and well wishers. (reported by Vie-
tor Rajakulendran)

The verdant forests of Dandaka-
ranya and the royal court of Lan-
ka's Ravana were transported to
the London suburb of South Nor-
wood for nearly an hour on Satur-
day, November 9. In the forests the
asura women danced with gnashing

teeth and hordes of monkeys gam-
bolled with gay abandon. The occa-
sion was the staging of an episode in
Ramayana by the tender young stu-
dents of the South Londen Tamil
School.

Heroes Day

Cultural Variety
Entertainment

Saturday, 4th January
1992 at 6 p.m.

Waltham Forest
Assembly Hall

ApmissioN FRee

four - the first two episodes were
staged last year. It was heartwarm-
ing to watch. It was even more heart-
warming 1o hear the impeccable

Tamil pronunciation from the young

actors and actresses - despite the fact
that their schooling had been in
Englishin the United Kingdom. The
enticing charms of Surpanaka, her
eventual disfigurement by Laksh-
mana, the abduction of Seetha by
Ravana, Jadayu's tmely help, the
killing of Vali by Rama. the esca-
pades of Hanuman, and the valiant

Nadesaiyer Centenaryin
Germany

The Centenary celebrations of Sri K.
Nadesaiyer will take place in Berlin,
Germany on 29th of December.. Sri
Nadesaiyer was a pioneerin the plan-
tation Tamil trade union movement.

London

It was the third episode in series of

Bharata Natya Arangetram
in Orange, California, USA

The Bharata Natya Arangetram of Eelam Tamil, Ahila Gulasekeram,
and Deepa Krishna, disciples of Ramya Harishankar of the Arpana
School of Dance, took place at the Chapman Auditorium, Chapman
College, N.Glassell, Orange, California recently. Twelve year old Ahila
Grulasekeram, was introduced 1o Bharata Natyam at the tender age of three
and a half. Ahila has entered the 8th Grade at Carmenita Junior High School
in Cerritos, She is keenly interested in carnatic musie, both yocal and violin.
Both Ahila and thirteen yearold Deepa IKrishna have received nine years of
meticulous training from their guru, Ramya Harishankar, a leading
exponent of Bharata Natyam in the Vazhuvoor tradition, who has enthralled
audiences all over the world. Inrecent years, Ramya's Arpana School has
grown to become a premier school of Bharata Natyam in South California.
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Tamil School

presents Ramayana Dance Drama

support promised by Sugriva andhis
army to defeat the king of Lanka and
retrieve Seetha for Rama - all these
scenes were enacted with dedica-
tion and skill by the children of the
School. Though it would be invidi-
ous to pick out some for individual
comment, amongst the dozens of
little ones who executed their parts
with verve and enthusiasm, one
cannot  forget the special appeal of
the young actress who played Seetha
- the superb fluency of her diction
and the emotional impact of her
acting. Rama and Lakshmana were
calendar-picture-like on the stage -
and so were the other leading char-
acters, Surpanaka, Hanuman., Ra-
vana, Jadayu, and Vibishina. The
dances between the dramatic epi-
sodes served to embellish the per-
formance.

The comperewas Dr.Sivakumar.
The producer and director of the
series was Mrs. Gnanatheepam
Sivapathasundaram, a veteran
veena and jalatharangam player
and a leading radio personality of
Radio Ceylon and the BBC of yes-
ter-years. She served as the Direc-
tor of Prasannalaya a well recog-
nised Bharatanatyam school in Ad-
yar, Madras for nearly ten years -a
school started by her late daughter,
Prasannavadini, who herself wasa
postgraduate and lecturer at Kalak-
shetra. Mrs.Sivapathasundaram
has been acquainted with the Lon-
don stage for a number of years - as
long ago as August 15, 1948 she
played on the veena and the jalatha-
rangam at the Albert Hall on the first
anniversary of India’s independence.
It was also her own birthday.

reviewed by Siva

Weddings

Carmela. daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Silva of Vankalai, Mannar was mar-
ried to Sivan, son of Mrs. K. Manicam
ol Neerveli, Jaffna on October 26 at
the Church of St Mary inNew Bruns-
wick (NJ). This was followed by a
Hindu ceremony at the Hyatt Re-
gency.

Maria, daughter of Mr. & Mrs,
F.Depina of Dochester (MA) was
married to James Ratnakumar, son
of Mr. & Mrs Ratnasabapathy of
jaffnaon November 12 at St Patricks
Church in Roxbury (MA).

Sivani, daughter of Mrs.S.K. Wa-
loopillai was married to Rajan, son
of Mrs.C.Sarvaloganayagm on Og-
tober 20 at the Queens Hindu Tem-
ple. New York.



Sivanayagam incarceration
without trial passes 135 th day

Release Sivanayagam Fund

A Release Sivanayagam Fund
to help defray the legal and oth-
er expenses connected with the
campaign to release Mr.Siv—
anayagam was launched by
Tamil Forum Ltd in October.
Contributions drawn in favour

of Release Sivanayagam Fund |

may be sent to Dr.Rajan Na-
masivayam, P.0.Box 373, Croy-
don, Surrey CR( 6AB, United

Kingdom. Each contribution P

will be individually acknowl-
edged.

On the Ist of December 1991,
Mr.Subramaniam, the Founding
Editor of Tamil Nation, entered
his 135day of incarceration, with-
out trial, in an Indian jail. He was
taken into custody on the 18th of
July 1991.

Mr.Sivanayagam, an aggressive-

ly independent journalist of more

~ than 25 years standing edited the
~ popularSaturday Review from Jaff-
nain the early 1980s and was com-

pelled to seek refuge in Madras to

escape the wrath of the racist Gov-

-

o
L
-
-

x|
emment in Sri Lanka, During these
many years Mr.Sivanayagams's in-
dependence and mtegrity have nev-
er been questioned and regretiably,
it is this independence and integrity
which has now been subject to al-
tack by the Indian authorities. The
continued incarceration of Mr.Siva—
nayagam without trial isa denial of
the rule of law. It is also a gross
violation of the fundamental right
to freedom of opinion and expres-
sion. Finally it is acruel act against
a decent and henourable human
being who had the courage 1o stand
up for that which was right and just
- the national liberation struggle of
the people of Tamil Eelam.

Sri Lanka seeks more aid

Sri Lanka will seek a massive USS1000 million in assistance al the next
Aid Group meeting in Paris scheduled to be held during the second week
of February 1992. Sri Lanka’s total defence expenditure for the financial
year 1992 has been estimated to be Rs 15.4 billion, This represents an
mcrease of Rs 3.6 billion over the defence expenditure of 1991,
r-------------------1

What is a nation?

s

""Nationalism s first and foremost a state of mind,
an act of consciousness .. the mental life of man is
as much dominated by an ego-consciousness as it
is by a group consciousness. Both are complex
states of mind at which we arrive through experi-
ences of differentiation and opposition, of the ego
and the surrounding world, of the we group and
those outside the group. Itisafact often comment-
ed upon that this growth of nationalism and of
national sectionalisms happened at the very same
time when international relations, trade, and com-
munications were developing as never before:
that local languages were raised to the dignity of
literary and cultural languages just at the time
when it seemed most desirable to efface all differ-
ences of language by the spread of world languag-
es. This view overlooks the fact that the very
growth of nationalism all over the earth, with its
awakening of the masses to participation in polit-
ical and cultural life, prepared the way for the
closer cultural contacts of all the civilisations of
mankind, at the same time separating and uniting
them.": Hans Kohn: The ldea of Nationalism , A
Studyofiis Origins and Background New York. 1944

proposals for settling the ethnic is

"I leader asked to voice his proposals

A three man delegation from the London based Quakers Peace and Service Organisation
met LTTE second in command K. Mahendrarajah and LTTE theorist Anton Balasingham
in Jaffna and told them that their leader Velupillai Prabhakaran should now announce his
The QPSO informed them that this was a pre-

requisite for any international assistance (o help solve the North East problem

India Today

Feporis

o

Colombo:

India and UNP dissidents apprehensive
that Premadasamay settleif Tigers agree

to some kind of linkage with the republic

There couldn’thave beenamore
telling indication of the Machia-
vellian game of realpolitik being
played in Sri Lanka today. The
vehicle earrying the three peace-
makers from the London-based
Quakers, who were returning
from Jaffna last fortnight after
meeting LTTE leaders, was sud-

denly confronted by a convoy of

armoured personnel carriers
headed in the other direction.
These were 30 spanking new T-
85s recently imported from Chi-
na. Almost to the day, a consign-
ment of Czech T-55 main battle
tanks was unloaded at Trincoma-
lee.

The eatch was: the Quakers’ sell-
assumed peace mission had the
blessings of the Premadasa Gov-
ernment which was also sending in
direct peace offers and a high-pow-
ered emissary like Cabinet Minis-
ter 8. Thondaman. And at the same
time the Government was induct-
ing amnoured muscle into a mili-
tary assault which gained momen-
tum unprecedented since the early
1987 move on Vadamrachchi in
laffna peninsula. So while the Co-
lombo dailies including the Gov-
ernment-controlled ones, were
headlining “victories against ter-
rorists”, the diplomatic grapevine
was abuzz with stories of mediation
efforts.

Analysts and diplomats are read-
ing significant meanings into what
look like contradictory signals. Pres-
ident R. Premadasa is playing a
shrewd, if risky. game, asking his
military o Step up pressure on the
one hand and encouraging media-
tors on Lhc- other. “The key to his
strategy,” says a top diplomat, “is
to keep both the Tigers and the
mediators guessing,”

On the face of it this would seem
to be a perfectly legitimate cxer-
cise. But in the process Premadasa
toois riding a tiger, since this army,
now plunged headlong into battle,
15 unlikely to take kindly to the
behind-the-scenesnegotiations with
the Tigers. Pdrll(uidilv at a junc-
ture, say Premadasa’s detractors,
when the tempo of lighting has
gone very high, “An impression is
growing that our President will make
coneessions to the Tigers at the cost
of national interest and not listen to
reason from even his own party-
men,” says former minister and
party dissident Lalith Athulathmu-
dali.

Significantly. inthe past | 6months
of fighting, the Sri Lankan Army

has already suffered 4,300 casual-
ties; 1,300 dead and 3,000 seriously
wounded. This is more than the
total casualties suffered by the IPKF
in two and a half years, whose
success rate was better. “The Indian
Army is 1. 1-million-strong and yet
1,200 dead sat on the conscience of
your entire nation. We have an
army of 62,000 and everyone has
lost sumeone he knew personally,”
said asenior Sri Lankan army offic-
er, predicting trouble if major con-
cessions were made to the Tigers at
this stage.

But, harried by the dissidents
whose meetings have been draw-
ing big crowds, Premadasa seems
to have made up his mind to buy
peace with the Tigers as long as
they accept some kind of linkage
with the republic. Meanwhile, he
will give the army a free hand and
if it fails to capture the Jaffna penin-
sula, which seems likely, ram a
peace agreement down its throat.

The peace proposals sent in
through Thondaman, widely be-
lieved to have his concurrence,
imply giving the Tigers every-
thing short of total independence.
With this, Premadasa has given up
all his preconditions such as the
presence of Pirabhakaran at the talks
and laying down of arms. He has

also guaranteed the merger of the
north and east provinces, one of the
more contentious LTTE demands.
In addition, Thondaman's propos-
als acknowledge the LTTE as the
only legitimate claimant (o power
in the Tamil region without even
the nicety of an election.

Highly-placed sources say that
while the battle rages on, the nego-
tiations are in an advanced stag
and even the Tigers feeling the heal
inthe battlefield after suffering sub-
stantial losses at Elephant Pass and
then at Mulliaitivu, are willing 0
talk. This has very significant im-
plications for India. “*Does some-
one in South Block realise the
consequencesof Premadasa hand-
ing over the north and the east to
the LTTE as a legitimate ruling
party? What will it do to your
security interests and the future
of Tamil Nadu?” asks a ruling
party dissident,

Sources in South Block, howev-
er, say that they are not oblivious
of what is going on and when
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha
Rao goes to the SAARC summit,
along with the usual diplomati
pleasantries, he will also be con
veying India’s grave apprehen-
sions to his counterpart.
(Courtesy:india Today, Nov 15)

W g e —

Truth Will Out?

The Jaffna Public Library, the brainchild of Rev. Fr. TMFE
Long and one of the best in Asia, was burnl by some members of
the UNP in 1981, So says, President Premadasa - and presumably
he should know. At a meeting at a Muslim College in Puttalam,
President Premadasa declared: "During the District Council
elections in 1981, some of our Party members took many
people from other parts of the country to the North, created
havoe and disrupted the conduct of the elections in the North.
It is this same group of people causing trouble now also, If you
wish to find out who burnt the priceless collection of books at
the Jaftna Library, you have only to look at the faces of those
opposing us”, The question that arises is what made President
Premadasa keep his silence all these years?

“With several high ranking Sinhalese security officers and
two cabinet ministers, Cyril Mathew and Gamini Dissanayake
, present in the town (Jaffna), uniformed security men and
plainclothes thugs carried out some well organised acls of
destruction. They burned to the ground certain chosen targets
- including the Jaffna Public Library, with its 95,000 volumes
and priceless manuseripts, a Hindu temple, the office and
machinery of the independent Tamil daily newspaper Eela-
nadu.. Four people were killed outright. No mention of this
appeared in the national newspapers, not even the burning of
the Library, the symbol of the Tamils' cultural identity...""-
Nuney Murray, the State tinstthe Tanuls in Sri Lanka - Racism
el the e - Race & Class , Summer 1954
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