Nedumaran arrested by
Madras Police -then released

The leader of the Thamilar Thesiya lyakkam,
Mr.P.Nedumaran. was arrested by the Madras Police after
abanwas imposed on aconferenceorganised for Sunday
‘ March 8 by the ‘Viduthalai Kuyilgal' in Madras.Mr. Nedu-

maran had recently returned from avisitto Europe and Canada
‘ where he had addressed meetings in support ofthe struggle of
the people of Tamil Eelam. 73persons including Mr.Nedumaran
| were arrested. Mr. Nedumaranwas later released. Dr.Ramdas
of the Pattali Makkal Katchi declared that bans such as these
‘ will not prevent similar conferences beinge organised in the
future.(see Comment on page 12)
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Sweden willing tomediate
in conflict between LTTE
-and Sri Lanka

Swedish Foreign Minister
Ms.Margaretha af Ugglas has
indicated the willingness of the
Swedish government to mediate
in;themnﬂictinﬂ:eislandofSri

rovided both parties to

the conflict expressly seek Swe-
den’s intervention. In a reply,
dated March 6, to Professor Pe-
ter Schalk, whohad written to the
Minister inquiring whether Swe-
den would mediate, Ms. Eva
Heckscherwriting on behalf of
the Swedish Foreign Minister
said:

“The Minister of Foreign Affairs
has instructed me 1o answer your
two letters regarding the situation
in Sri Lanka... In order to make
possible for Sweden to consider to
playanactiverole inthe attempt to
reach a peace agreement with the

~ fighting parties, it is indeed neces-

sary that both sides turn lo the
Swedish Government and demand
explicitly that it shall engage itself
in such a peace process."’

SeLEcT COMMITTEE REJECTS
INVITATION FOR TALKS IN JAFFNA

In the meantime in Colombo the
all party Select Commitiee of the
Sri Lankan Parliament which was
set up to try and find a solution to
the conflict in the Island has decid-
ed against taking up an offer of
direct talks with the LTTE,

The Committee said that the
LTTE should first put their own
proposalson the table. In this con-
nectionitisreported that the Quak-
er Peace Mission has been active
in creating conducive conditions
for direct talks.

ThHiLAGAR SPEAKS ON BBC

Mr. Lawrence Thilagar, the
European Spokesperson for the
LTTE in a interview with the
BBC, South Asia Survey on 26
March responded:

“This is unfortunate, The Sri
Lanka Government did not want
Mr.Thondaman to visit Jaffna.
Now the Select Committee also
does not want to go to Jaffna. The

mittee have the power to negoti-
ate with the LTTE on behalf of
the Government? We believe
that there is a possibility of find-
ing structures where two peo-
ples, two nations may coexist and

‘cooperate and work together.”

BuppuisT PRIESTS TO MEET
LTTE?

Ttisalsoreported in Colombo that
a group of Buddhist pricsts headed

“n so far as the Select Committeeis concerned we
would like to know its role. Is it simply a body which
will make some recommendations to Parliament or
does the Select Committee have the power to nego-
tiate with the LTTE on behalf of the Government?
We believe that there is a possibility of finding
structures where two peoples, two nations may
coexist and cooperate and work together.”” Law-
rence Thilagar, European spokesperson forthe LTTE

Government did not want to ne-
gotiate directly with the LTTE.

Now, it seems that the Govern-
ment does not want the Select
Committee to negotiate with the
LTTEeither. Sofar, the Govern-
ment has not put forward any
proposal. It continues to seek a
militarysolution. It continues with
its economic blockade. It is using
the peace process to find a mili-
tary solution.

In this context there is no ques-
tion of the LTTE putting for-
ward any proposal. In so far as
the Select Committee isconcerned
we would like to know its role, Is
it simply a body which will make
some recommendations to Par-
liament or does the Select Com-

by a Mahanayake has sought the
assistance of the Red Cross to
enable them to go to Jaffna so that
they could meet the LTTE leaders.
They say that they wish to clear
any misunderstanding the LTTE
may hold about the Buddhist cler-
gy. They also wish to discuss with
the LTTE ways and means of set-
tling the present conflict between
the Sinhala people and the Tamil
people. They have said thatas soon
as the Red Cross make the travel
arrangements possible, they willgo
1o Jaffna. On their return they in-
tend holding several public meet-
ings in the South where they will
explain to the people that they are
not the enemy of the Tamils and
suggest proposals 1o resolve the
crisis by peaceful means.

The New Year begins on the day the sun enters the Zodiacal house
MEDAM (Aries) in the month CHITHIRAI (April-May). Thisis

the first day of this month. This CHITHIRAI New Year is
celebrated by the Tamils.This year, this day falls on April 13.

The Hindu Almanac for the New Yearis published atthis time and
begins its calculations from this day in April. It lays down in detail
the positions of the planels and staryon thisdayand proceeds tagive
a reading of the significance of these signs. It gives the auspicious
simes at which New Year celebrations must begin and the times at
which various ceremonial duties must be performed. There isafime
when the fire should be kindled, the oil bath and the first meal taken
and a time for the exchange of presents.

On the previousdaythe houseand compoundaregi venathorough
clean-up and purified. Brass vessels and brass oil lamps in the house
are brought out and polished. OnNew Year day the house-holders
get up very early in the morning The shrine room is laid out for
worship. A lampislitin front of the picture of the family-deity and
areligious textis kept open near it. F. ruits, cucumber, flowers and
a split coconut are also laid there in offering. The members of the
family, as soon as they are up, without opening their eyes, are led
to this shrine before which they open their eyes for the first time and
worship there. Some children make it a point to see their parents
first on this day as they get up for this is also considered auspicious.

The “oil bath’ is the next imporiant item on this day. Here the
orthodox wouldsmear the headand body with aspecial medicament
prepared from certain leaves, [flowers, saffron and milk. After the
bath, everyone gets into new clothes. The men wear white veshiis
and the women sarees of the prescribed auspicious colour. There
is a more elaborate worship at the shrine and then the firstmeal is
taken at the auspicious time. Then many peaple visit the nearest
temple where there will be special poojas. In some temples there
is a procession where the deity is carried round the outer court.

The rest of the day is devoted o visiting friends and exchanging
New Year greetings. Generally non- vegetarian food is prohibited on
this day and only vegetarian meals are cooked and eaten.

A popular custom is the exchange of money. When one visits a
friend’s house, heis entertainedand, presented with moneyenclosed
in betel leaves. This money is first placed before the deity and
sanctified. Sometimes people honour their elders by presenting
betel with money in it. The receiving of gifts of money on this day
froma ‘good’ person is held to bring good luck to the receiver. It
is alsoaform of charity and needy nelghbours who visit receive gifis
of money. This giving is known as KAIVISHESHAM.

New Year’s day is a day for prayer and reflection. It is also a day for
thanksgiving and celebration.

El'gmll Nation

wishes all its readers a peaceful and contented New Year
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iftheydonot bring powerto changethe
world.”
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SriAurobindo

Recognising, thattochange anything
itisnecessarytounderstand thatwhich
we seek to change, the TAMIL
NATION Is concerned not only with
providing information but also with
furthering an understanding of the
issuesthatconfrontthe Tamiinational
movement. Recognising that, in the
end, we truly understand anything
only to the extent that we have been
abletochangeit,the TAMILNATION
is concerned with changing those
material conditionsofexistence which
continue to oppress and discriminate
against the people of Tamil Eelam.
The TAMILNATION isrooted in the
growing togetherness of the Tamil
people and it seeks to participate in
the effort to strengthen that
togetherness, The TAMIL NATION
seeks to focus attention on the unjust
relationship between nations without
astate and nationsthat have attained
state-hood. And, the TAMIL
NATION exists to debate and
campaign for the radical changes
necessary, both amongst the Tamil
people and outside, if the struggle of
the Tamil people for national self
determination s to be won.

The TAMIL NATION is published by
TamilForumLid., a companyregistered
in the United Kingdom, the entirety of
whoseprofits will goto acharitable trust
established to help Tamil refugees, to
advance education amongst the Tamil
people and to alleviate poverty and
hardship amongstthem.
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[ndia, US and the Calibrated raPproa?I;

The ending of the cold war sig-
nalled also the end of India’s ‘non
aligned’ world role. Today, in-
stead of seeking to lead the non
aligned in a bipolar world, New
Delhi aspires to be a ‘big power’
in the emerging multi polar world
- with, possibly, a permanent seat
in the UN Security Council as the
badge of thatstatus. Indiais going
for gold.

Nowhereis India’s changed for-
eign policy stance, more self evi-
dent that in relation to the Nucle-
ar Non Proliferation Treaty.

Thatshould notcome as a surprise.
After all, nuclear non proliferation
is the major plank of US foreign
policy in the 1990s. The Gulf con-
flict showed that, if pushed, the US
was willing to go lo war o stop
nuclear ‘proliferation’. Therecently
‘leaked’ Pentagon papers (see back
page) examining the strategic op-
tions that are open , says, clinically,
that the US ‘‘may be faced with
the question of whether to take
military steps to prevent the de-
velopment or use of weapons of
mass destruction™ .

India has responded to US pres-
sures tosign on the dotted line, by
continuing toinsist that the NPT,
is discriminatory, because the
Treaty divides the world into the
nuclear haves and have-nots. But,
though India’s policy pre-dates the
1974 explosion of India’s nuclear
“device” (said by India 1o be for
peaceful purposes, but reckoned by
the outside world to have been part
of India’s nuclear-weapons pro-
gramme), the nuances of New Del-
hi’s approach have changed with
the end of the cold war.

Now, whilst declaring that the
NPT is discriminatory, India is
alsoletting itbe known thatitdoes
not expect the big five powers (i.e.
US, UK, France, Russia & China,
who as the vietors of World War
Two have permanent seats on the
UN Security Council and who in
addition are the major nuclear
powers today) to disarm. Foreign
Secretary J.N.Dixit declared recent-
ly: ‘Indiadoes notexpectthebig five
to disarm... If they did disarm, any
tin pot dictator with a couple of
bombs could be a world power '

Theimplicationwasclear: Rath-
er than tear up the NPT, India
wants to redefine the number of
world powerstoincludeitself. The
¢ry about nuclear haves and have
nots is a negotiating chip tosecure
admission to the ‘big power club’
- once that is achieved, India will
be willing to sign the NPT.

Given thisapproach,of going for
gold, India has been lukewarm
towards the proposal for five pow-
er talks, between India, Pakistan,
the United States, China and Rus-
sia, leading toa non nuclear pact
between India and Pakistan of the
kind agreed by Argentina and
Brazil.

This proposal was initially made
by Pakistan last year. It was then
‘taken over' by the US and enthu-
siastically recommended to Indiaby
UK Foreign Secretary Hurd. Wheth-
er the idea was originally Paki-
stan’salone remains a moot point.
India’s lukewarm response was for

more than one reason. It was not
only that Chinaisanacknowledged
nuclear power and Pakistan is, by
India’s measure, ahead of India.
(Some American officials reckon it
would take Pakistan 15 hours o
assemble a bomb. There is no such
estimate for India. Reportsthat India
has a number of bombs already as-
sembled are denied in Delhi.)

India’s General Sunith Francis
Rodrigues’ response to the Five Pow-
er talks,( in an interview published
in the Pioneer newspaper on March
14) was blunt to the point of being
rude: “Washington was pressing
India to negotiate a regional ac-
cord against building nuclear ar-
senals. When you have a regional
grouping, whatis the role of these
three bandicoots? You have two
protagonists and three supervi-
sors. Are they supervisors, are they
guarantors, or are they part of
this whole arrangement?”’

The India Abroad reportof March 20
commented that the General was ‘ap-
parently referring toreports that the US,
Russia and China might oversee an anti
nuclear pact between India and Paki-
stan."’ India’s Defence Minister, Pawar
whohas aspirations to lead the country,
was careful in his choice of words to
describe the General’s outburst :*‘T
have discussed the matter with the Gen-
eral.. | am satisfied with the General's
explanation. However 1 feel that such
interviews by serving officers are best
avoided. I wish he had resisted the temp-
tation.”

Informed sources suggest that mult-
lateral talks of the kind proposed by
Pakistan, US and UK are a non starter -
atany rate at this stage of the game play.

Itseems thatIndia’s negotiating ploy
is to ‘talk about talks" whilst in the
meantime opening asecurity dialogue
with the US tomake the Indian region
a ‘nuclear safer” zone (not necessarily
anuclear free zone). Sucha ‘dialogue’
it is said, will explore, on a bilateral
basis, what the Bush administration
would expect of Pakistan, China and
Russiaif five powertalks were tobegin.
The very fact of such bilateral talks
with the US will help to raise New
Delhi's world status and giveitgreat-
er space to manoeuvre.

The process has 1o be taken step by
step, says Dixit who spoke about ‘a
calibrated interaction” between India and
the US. Some reports say that Mr. Dixit,
during his recent Washington visit, gave
‘mixed’ signals. It was , perhaps, his
way of managing and hopefully influ-
encing the end results of the ‘calibrat-
ed’ interaction with the US.

But ‘mixed signals® Is ofcourse, a
game at which two can play. When a
super power playsthe game, it is usu-
ally called the carrot and stick ap-
proach - a super power usually has a
large number of carrots and sticks, after
allitisthis which makes it a super power
in the first instance. The leaking of the
firstdraftofthe Pentagon Strategic Plan
served the useful purpose, whether in-
tended or not, of letting New Delhi
know something about the ‘sticks’ in
the US armoury.

Thestatementsin the leaked plan
that the US * should discourage
Indian hegemonic aspirations over
the other states in South Asia and
on the Indian Ocean.” and that
“with regard to Pakistan, a con-
structive US-Pakistani military rela-
tionship will be an important ele-
mentin US strategy 1o promole sta-
ble security conditions in Southwest
Asia and Central Asia’" would not

have gone unnoticed by Foreign Sec-
retary Dixit.

Thatisnot tosay that, the US will
not prefertomanage itsrelationship
with India without actual resort Lo
force. Clearly, the US would be
willing to offer ‘carrots’, provided
New Delhi ‘plays ball’. The bottom
line is that India should not become
toobig foritsshoes. Closereconom-
ic, and military ties may help to
create whatiscalled euphemistical-
ly, an ‘atmosphere of mutual confi-
dence - but which in truth will all be
apart of the ‘calibrated approach’.
Amongstother matters, the US will
also be looking for movement from
India in respect of the vexed ‘intel-
lectual property rights’ questionand
informed sources say that the dia-
logue with the Bush administration
will start in May in Delhi.

Again, the proposed joint naval
exercisesand additional IMF/World
Bank support in the coming months
will further enable the lwocountries
1o explore, in a measured, ‘calibrat-
ed’ way, areas of cooperation.

Mr.Dixit , during his recent vis-
it to Washington, was noticeably
coy about specifying the exact lo-
cation of the joint naval exercises.
““Not in the middle of the Indian
Ocean, otherwise they will say too
near and thatit is Indian hegemo-
ny It is somewhere in the coastal
area.” He did not however say
whomight complain about Indian
hegemony. Asked whether such
exercises were not contrary to In-
dia’s professed views that the In-
dian Ocean be declared a zone of
peace, Dixit said: “Why do we
discuss in speculation? Who is
maintaining the peace there? The
Americans, the Russians, the Chi-
nese submarines -so why dowego
by nebulous concepts?** The im-
plication that the * holy cow * of the
Indian Ocean Peace Zone was now
regarded as a ‘nebulous concept’
was a signal that would have been
duly received in Washington and
elsewhere.

New Delhi’s foreign policy has also
not been unmindful of the wamning
expressed in the leaked Pentagon plan,
*‘thatif Pakistan is forsaken by the US,
it could become radicalized and also
develop a closer reliance on either Iran
orChina, or both for its security needs"".

India has recognised for sometime
thatto the extent itmends its fences with
China, the China-Pakistan axis will not
solidify and this in tumn will give it
greater flexibility to deal with its US
relationship. The Brahmins of the Indi-
an foreign policy establishment have
always prided themselves about the
sophisticated nature of their thinking.

Itisreported that India’stalks with
Chinaon the border dispute hetween
the two countrieshave been proceed-
ing well. Both sides realise that demar-
cation of the border is not going Lo be
achieved quickly but each has its own
interest in improving relations. So they
will concentrate on issues that can be
dealt with casily, such as trade and bet-
ter political relations. The overall im-
provement will eventually help to re-
solve the border issue says Dixit. It
seems clear that this will consist of
small adjustments to the existing line of
control, The future of Tibet may well
be an item for a horse deal at an
appropriatestage.

But for India to aspire to Big
Power status is one thing. To

achieve it is another. The Big Five
are not about to freely give away
their dominant position. It is true
that as the US begins to use the
United Nations as a suitable and
convenient vehicle (as it did in the
case of the Gulf War) to secure
‘common’ objectives, it will be-
come increasingly difficult to resist
pressures from Japan and Germany
for permanent seats on the UN Secu-
rity Councilanda UN voicein deter-
miningthose ‘common’ objectives.

But, India does not have the eco-
nomic clout of either Germany or
Japan. It may seck to use its nuclear
power - in - waiting status to find a
placeatthe High Table. Butthereare
many nuclear powers-in-waiting in-
cluding North Korea, South Africa,
South Korea, Brazil, Argentina and
Iran, not to mention Ukraine and
Kazakhastan.

However, even apart from the ex-
ternal constraints, India’s central
problem is internal. Even with, say,
US support, Narasimha Rao may
end up becoming a Gorbachev - a
powerless spectatorofadisintegrat-
ing Indian Union. Itis not that the
US seeks the disintegration of
Indian Union. US preference
be foran undivided but
India just as much as its preference
was for an undivided but managea-
ble Soviet Union - or forthat matter,
anundivided but weak Irag. But the
US probably recognises that, in the
longer term, it cannot disregard the
political force generated by struggles
for national self determination - in-
creasingly so, as thedecade unfolds.

Thepolitical reality isthat the peo-
ples of India are as different from
oneanotheras, forinstance, the peo-
ples of Europe. Whilst it is true that
they share a common heritage, it
will be idle to pretend that the sepa-
rate national identities of the Indian
Union will not grow and solidify in
the years ahead. The opening out of
the Indian economy will hasten thi
process rather than diminish it
1977, President J.R.Jayawardene
opened out the Sri Lanka economy
and it was thought that the separate
national identities of the Tamil
peopleand the Sinhala people, would
somchow disappear in the melting
potofprivate enterprise and the free
market. But the opposite happened.
National aspirations are usually re-
inforced by ‘economic freedom’. In
the third world, the free market ‘pot*
is not big enough for thousands of
years old ‘ethnic identities' to melL

US policy towards New Delhi
will be influenced by its recogni-
tion thatwhatever may be theshort
term calibrated ‘adjustments’, in
the longer term, stability will be
achieved in the Indian region only
on the basis of somesortofconfed-
eral union of the separate nations
of the sub continent. It may there-
fore seek to build up influence
within struggles for national self
determination both as a way of
monitoring and managing them
and also as a useful addition to its
armoury in managing New Delhi,
It is within this matrix of power
balances that any national libera-
tion struggle in the Indian region
would have to adopt its own cali-
brated approach, both fowards
New Delhi and Washington.
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“Can’t isolate the LTTE from the
Tamil people” says Thondaman

Minister and CWC leader,
S.Thondaman breaking a long si-
lence on the ethnic issue has ap-
pealed that Sri Lanka should see
thelightand come to itssenses just
as South Africa did this week. In
aninterview with Roshan Pierisin
the SriLankaSunday Timeson 23
March,Mr. Thondaman spoke out
strongly, saying that there is no
way in which the LTTE can be

“They (the LTTE) have their lapses. Who does not?
But whether one likesit or not, the Tigers have emerged
as freedom fighters. They have not been Sfound wanting
in theirdedication to their cause oras fighters. All other
Tamil parties are either tired of fighting or of action or
else have not beeen able to keep up with their goals.”’

why you are so silent these days. Is
there any reason?

A.lamnotsilent, butTdonot speak
about my proposals now, since a
memo was sent asking us not to go
public on the peace proposals which
are before the Sclect Commitiee.
Besides Iamamemberof the Select
Committee, so L am silent.

Q. India appears to be opposed
to any talks with the LTTE and is
asking for Prabakharan’s extra-
dition. How do you view this situ-
ation?

A. We are an independent country.
We have o face our problems in the
context of our national interest. All

isolated from the Tamil people. other interests are secondary. Good
= f relations with India are necessary but
. There ismuch speculationasto  ournational inlerests are paramount.

Veeramani lashes out
at the * Brahmin’ Hindu

Mr.K.Veeramani, General Secretary of Dravida Kalagam in a
reasoned indictment on the Hindu editorial of 24 February on the
LTTE said: "When the Hindu which is the voice of the Brahmin
establishment, the Mount Road Vishnu, goes against its customary
style, and launches ablistering frontal attack inits editorial of the 24th
February, entitled “Bring LTTE to Justice”, we do not regard this
outburst as simply the thoughts of the Hindu editorial writer. We
understand it as the joint expression of the views of Cho, Subramania
Swamy, Thinamani, Thinamalar, Express, the Brahmin establishment
and others opposed to the Dravida Kalagam which is rooted in the anti
Brahmin Tamil national movement of Ramasamay Naicker.

‘We donotwrite this to support anybody who has been accused in the Rajiv case.
We wrile to expose the plans, the thoughts, the understanding of the Brahmin
establishment and its capacity to inject political poison. Let us look at some parts
of this intemperate Hindu editorial:

1t says: “The conclusion that the Tigerskilled Rajiv Gandhiis based on incontro-
vertible and detailed evidence, which the Special Investigative Team is now
shaping inio a charge-sheet to be filed in amonth’s time.”

The investigation is secret. The statements made by the witnesses and therecord
ofthe investigationis notevenmade available to those accused in the Special Court.
This Special Court functions under the notorious Terrorism and Disruptive Activ-
ities (Prevention) Act and the rights under the normal Criminal law have been taken
away from those representing accused in this Special Court. We ask: In these
circumstances, how did the editorial writer of the Hinducome to have access tothe
record of the investigation and , the statements of witnesses to conclude that the
evidence was ‘'incontrovertible'?

Theeditorial says: “The investigation of the murderof Rajiv Gandhi also helped
unearth the horrifying stranglehold that the LTTE militants had on the State of
Tamil Nadu."

But the combatants in the struggle for Tamil Eclam, including the LTTE were
supperted by Prime MinisterIndira Gandhi and Chicf Minister M.G.Ramachandran
for several years. They were given training in camps all over India. They were given
millions of rupees. RAW was almost in daily contact with them. Notonly during
Indira Gandhi’s time. Evenin Rajiv Gandhi's time money was given. Did not the
Hindu give space in its columns over the years to the LTTE and o its leader,
Velupillai Prabhakaran. But,now, the Hindu tries tomake out that somehow, it was
only after the Rajiv assassination, thal it became known that Tamil Nadu had
become a base for LTTE activities. This is like trying to hide a whole pumpkin in
aplate of rice.

Instead of treating the Rajiv murder case as a case under the ordinary criminal
law, the Hindusecks o transform itinto atreason case and in this way suppress those
who support the Tamil cause in Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu is not yet like Punjab,
Assam and Kashmir wheremilitaney has come outintoopen. Indeed, itis not even
like Andhra Pradesh. It would appear that it is to change this that the Brahmin
establishment is sharpening its weapons. History shows that no movement can be
destroyed by seeking to suppress it. By charging Thambi Prabhakaran, the Hindu
believes that the LTTE will be suppressed. In South Africa, Nelson Mandela was
jailed for 26 years but that did not end the ANC.

The Dravida Kalagam condemns the attempt of the Brahmin establishment
to use the Rajiv Gandhl assassination as an excuse to kill off Tamil
nationalism. We believe that whether it be the murder of one who was

continued on page 12

Q. There is a section of vocal opin-
ion that suggests that the LTTE be
defeated or weakened before hold-
ing talks. What are your views on
this?

A, If you mean defeating the
LTTE, it could in my opinion be
equated to defeating every single
Tamilin theNorth-East. One thing
is clear. You cannot isolate the
LTTE from the rest of the Tamil
people. Wiping out the LTTE
meanswiping out the Tamils. Until
there are Tamils, there is going to
be an LTTE hardcore. Remem-
ber that the LTTE, right or other-
wise, isseeking to express the aspi-
rations of the Tamil people.

Q. There are a large number of
Tamil people, even Tamil political
parties that donot accept the LTTE
as leaders of the Tamil people. How
do you explain this?

A. In the context of the Tamil
people it is ultimately only the
LTTE that is holding the fort.

Q. What about their lapses?

A. They have their lapses. Who
does not? But whether one likes it
or not, the Tigershave emerged as
freedom fighters. They have not
been found wanting in their dedi-
cation to their cause or as fighters.
All other Tamil parties are either
tired of fighting or of action or else
have not been able to keep up with
their goals. »’

Mr. Thondaman in another inter-
view in Colombo said: ** The Hela
Urumaya and other chauvinistic or-
ganisations were not interested in
therightsof the Sinhalapeople. They
just wanted to whip up anti-Tamil
feelingsand capture power by claim-
ing that the survival of the Sinhala
race was threatened. History will
one day show whotried todivide the
country and who tried to unite the
country he said.”” Explaining his
peace plan he said that he had never
asked fora cease fire and that it was
uptothe Governmentto bring about
peace and that he could only make
his suggestions.

Minister Thondamanreiterated his
views at a meeting at the Midland
Estate, Rattote. He said that the
peace proposals put forward by
him were not favourable to the
LTTE, If the Sinhalese people do
not realise the reality of the present
situation, thenitisadownward slope
to disintegration of the land he af-
firmed. He added that his proposals
would find a peaceful solution to
end the ethnicconflictand the ongo-
ing war in the North east. Opportun-
ist politicians have unfortunately
used these proposals 1o arouse un-
founded fearin the Sinhalese people
and these politicians are against any
peaceful solution. This will lead to
rivers of blood flowing in the coun-
iry once again he said.

“Finding ways to integrate national
groupsinto federal and confederal con-
stitutions is absorbing countries as di-
verse as Russia, Spain, South Africa
and the United States. There is no im-
possibility about this, no mystery.”

The London Times in an Editorial on Scotland and Wales com-
mented on March 20: “Why is nationalism relevant in Anglo-
Brussels relations but not in Anglo-Scottish or Anglo-Welsh ones?
Why are further steps to European political union anathema while
resistance to any devolution within the United Kingdom is a *vital
national interest”? Yesterday saw the publication of separatist
manifestoes from the Scottish and Welsh nationalist parties. The
questions theyraise will not vanish from the British political agenda,
for they are speaking to areasonable desire on the part of sub-nation
1 groups within Britain for greater respect....

The British government supported “national” self-determination for
Croatia and Slovenia, for the Baltic states and for other members of the
former Soviet Union. It is easy to deride the Scots and Welsh as “not
proper countries”, but thus did theYugoslavs and the apparatchiks of
Moscow deride their subordinate peoples. Scotland and Wales have
distinct cultural identities, rooted in language, history and geography.
Specches by London politiciansimplying otherwise merely reinforce the
distinction.... Attempts to suppressnational identity only lead tostronger,
often violent, eruptions of self-determination.... Finding ways to inte-
grate national groups into federal and confederal constitutions is
absorbing countries as diverse as Russia, Spain, South Africa and
the United States. There is no im possibility about this, no mystery.”

Bofors will not go away
Solanki pushed toresign

India’s Foreign Minister, Madavasingh Solanki has become the
Latest vietim of the Bofor’s scandal. His resignation on March 31 came
after he had admitted to Parliament that he had inearly February, passed
on a note to his Swiss counterpart, which note suggested that the Swiss
inquiries into various shady bank accounts should be puton hold until the
Boforsrelated court cases in India were resolved. The Guardian reports
that Mr.Solanki said in Parliament that he had not read the note himself
and that it had come from an Indian lawyer whose name he could not
remember.The Minister was al pains to stress that he had acted on his
own, without consulting his colleagues.

Recentlyaseniorexecutive of Sweden s Bofors Company admitted for
the firsttime that direct payments were made toleading Indian politicians
in connection with the Bofor’s arms deal six years ago. The executive
who asked to remain anonymous said in a newspaper interview that
the payments of commissionsto Rajiv Gandhi wasa prerequisite for
Sweden winning the arms deal which at that time was the biggest
ever export order. 32 million pounds were paid using numbered
accounts in Swiss Banks. The allegations appeared recently in

Sweden’s most respected morning paper the Tagens Nietter.
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Indian High Commissioner Jha on
the Voice of America in Sri Lanka

“The Broadcasting station does not make us
unhappy - what it may get used for can make us
unhappy - India’s position is incorporated in the
letters appended to the 1987 Indo Sri Lanka
Agreement, and that Agreement has not lapsed”

In an interview reported in the Sri Lanka Sunday Island, India’s High
Commissionerin Sri Lanka, Mr. Narendranath Jha delivered himself of some
home truths about the Indo Sri Lanka Agreement and its relevance to New
Delhi's geo political interesis. His was a frank and revealing expose of the
underlying purposeofthe Apreement which had little todo with addressing the
issuesraised by the Tamil national liberation struggle but had every thing to do
with securing for New Delhi its hegemonistic role in the Indian ocean region.
S1- What is India’s position on the proposed high powered transmitting
station of VOA at Chilaw?

IH - Our position remains the same as ever. That is incorporated in the
letters exchanged in July 1987. The follow up letters appended to the
document of Indo-SriLanka Agreementof July 1987. Nochange from that.
What gives you the impression we may have changed our position?

SI - That is- you all are not happy with the establishment of the station?

[H - No. The Broadcasting station does not make us unhappy. What it
muy, I'm not saying what it will, what it may get used for if at all used
connectively is something that can make us unhappy. Just setting up a
broadcasting station per sedoesnt bother us. Anynumber ofbroadcasting
station around the world - one mores does not bother.

SI - Both the US and Sri Lankan Governments have given assurances that it
would not be used for gathering intelligence or any other activity that could be
harmful to India?

IH - Well, we hope these assurances will be kept and the close dialogue, our
cooperationor the exchange of views we had with Sri Lanka Government on this
will be continued.

SI- Now there arereports that Sri Lanka has asked India that we nullify these
letters of exchange between Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and former President
Jayewardenc?

IH - These reports have been denied. They have been ascribed o Bradman
Weerakoon during his visitto New Delhi. One of the Indian papers carried it and
he categorically told me that he made no such remark.

SI- DoesIndiastill consider the Indo-Lanka Agreementto be applicable?

IH - Yes indeed. It has not lapsed by any means.

EvLecTion COMMISSIONER’S INDICTMENT.

Inareportreleased recently by the Sri Lankan Elections Commis-
sioner Mr, Chandrananda de Silva, the Commissioner described in
detail how the 1991 General Election was marred by thuggery,
intimidation, terrorism, ballot rigging and many other abuses.

The Elections Commissioner poinied out that he Iacks the power to
enforceelection laws. The hundreds of complaints made to the Elections
Commissioner and his officials were brought to the notice of the police
and security forces but apparently no action was taken because of
political interference,the report said. Stuff the ballot boxes?

UNP DisSIDENTS TELEPHONES “TEMPORARILY OUT OF ORDER’

The telephones of the UNP dissidents and former ministers Lalith Athulath-
mudali and Gamini Dissanayake have been out of order for the past several
weeks. Callers trying to get their numbers have been only hearing a recorded
voice saying that these telephones are temporarily out of order. How tem porary
is ‘temporary’?

OrposiTion MPs TURN UP IN PARLIAMENT WITH MATS AND PILLOWS

Members of Parliament who could not be found accommodation in the MPs®
hostel in Sravasti were paid housing allowances of Rs 6750. The Government
has now celfsrxl paying this allowance. The Opposition MPs staged a dramatic
protest against the non payment of the housing allowance by appearing in
Parliament withmats and pillows, Angry Opposition MPsclaimed that while the
Govemnment MPs had been provided with houses in Colombo, they were left
homeless. Poor chaps! Charity begins at home, no doubt.

WHILST YOUTHS CONTINUE IN DETENTION WITHOUT TRIAL

The Lawyers for Human Rights and Democracy in a report to the Chairman
of the Presidential Task Force on Human Rights has pointed out that large
number of youths arrested under emergency regulations are still in detention,
though the police have sought the approval from the Defence Ministry for their
release. The LHRD has alsoquestioned the figures published by the Task Force.
According to these figures there are supposed to be 4475 persons in ten
rehabilitation camps and six deiention camps. The LHRD has pointed out that
it has received information about people held in detention in police stations,
army camps and the sixth floorof the police headquarters, and that based on this
information, the number of detainees is much more. The lawyers also say that
they haveinformation aboutalarge number of persons detained for long periods
without charges againstthem. It affirms that hundreds of people have written to
them about the torture and degrading treatment they had 1o undergo at police
stations or army camps. Institultonalised violence has its own dynamics?

TAMIL NATION

Let me present a scenario in the
vast Dravidian land, known for its
antiquity and conservatism. A
non-conformistrevolutionary who
espoused agitational technigques
unfamiliar to the entrenched rul-
ing class gets a cold shoulder.

The ruling class consists of two
types: (1) The Establishment, who
are aliens to the Dravidian land, but
garbed withmilitary and intelligence
arm; (2) The Brahmin Brown Sa-
hibs, who control the press and other
law enforcementagencies.

Thenon-conformistrevolutionary
was born to a “class”, considered as
‘low-caste’ by the Brahmin Brown
Sahibs. The revolutionary's idea of
agitational iechniquesreceive onlya
rebuke from the majority in the
Madrasiand. Only about 120 people
identify with the revolutionary and
provide the founding, emotional sup-
porttohim. To make matters worse,
this revolutionary never stood for
any election and canvassed for votes
like an ordinary politician.

No, I am not writing about 1992
and Velupillai Prabhakaran, I refer
totheyear 1919, and arevolutionary
(with the name Mohandas Karam-
chand Gandhi) whocame to Madras
Presidency for soliciting support for
his agitational technique - civil dis-
obedience. The Brahmin Brown
Sahibs, who did not mind Gandhi
then (and who don’t mind Prabhaka-
rannow)are the same - the ownersof
the Madras Hindu establishment.

At the beginning of 1919, Mahat-
ma Gandhi was an “outsider to In-
dia’s political establishment”.
Thought his satyragraha campaigns
against the British in South Africa
didmake Gandhi arecognizable fig-
ure, the highest Congress Party lead-
ers had yet to admit him into their
cabal. Gandhi, anon-conformist, did
not wail in line for a formal admis-
sion. He captured the leadership from
the lethargic bosses of the Congress
Party, using his organizational skills.

On March 17, 1919, Gandhi ar-
rived in Madrascity tocampaign for
his opposition against the Rowlatt
Bills. He wenton atour tofive towns
- Tanjavur, Tiruchi, Madurai, Tuti-
corin and Nagapamam. And when
he left Madras on March 28, only
120 people in the whole Madras
Presidency did sign his satyragraha
pledge. Only 120 people out of a
total population of the then 20 mil-
lion. Compared to the LTTE's cur-
rentsupport in Tamil Nadu, Gandhi
was in a worse situation then.

According to David Amold’s 1977
book, The Congress in Tamil Nad:
Nationalist Politics in South India,
1919-1937, while Madras, “‘Gandhi
had suggested thata proscribed book
should be printed and circulated to
the satyagrahis in defiance of the
law”. When the publishers of the
Hindu were requested to undertake
this effort, “they protested that they
have invested one or two lakhs in

by C.P.Goliard

The Mladras Hindu and the
Brahmin Establishment

their presses and that confiscation
would ruin them”. David Arnold
had furtherobserved that, “The Gan-
dhianshad limited access to the press
in Tamilnad. Of the four principal
English dailies in 1920-21, three -
Mail, Justice and New India - were
persistent, often vociferous, oppo-
nentsof non-cooperation. The fourth,
the Hindu ... wouldnotrisk govern-
ment displeasure and the possible
confiscation by too daring an edito-
rial policy™.

Gandhi had hoped that after the Nag-
pur Congress in Dec. 1920, “the Hindu
would swing over lo non-cooperation,
foritwas anextremely influential paper
among the westem-educated in the Pres-
idency, but ils support was never more
than lukewarm”, according to David
Amold.

Well, if the then ownership of the
Hindu could not come o grips with
Gandhi's ideals then, it is no wonder
that it cannot agree with the message of
LTTE. Not only that, the management
of the Hindu, is at pains now to paint the
LTTEas a"foreignterrorist group™. Let
me comment on what the Hindu had
stated editorially in its Feb 29 Interna-
tional edition.

1. The Hindu: “Unless Tamil Nadu
comes to terms with the painful reality
that the picture of the LTTE militants as
brave freedom-fighters and martyrsisa
grotesquedistortion of reality, the shad-
ow of the Tiger will never lift from his
shore”.

Comment: The Hindu acknowledg-
esindirectly thatdespite itsconcerted
campalgn to discredit the LTTE mil-
itants as “terrorists ad fascists”, the
Tamil Nadu people are not buying
thisline.

2. The Hindu: “India cannot afford to
appearindifferent to the implications of
the horrifying conclusion that the Ti-
gers killed Rajiv Gandhi. The sense of
outrage over this appears conspicuously
lacking..."

Comment: It seems,that only
the Hindu has concluded that “Ti-
gers killed Rajiv Gandhi”, while
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the rest are not really sure about
this. The Hindu itself acknowl-
edges that ““the sense of outrage ...
appears to be conspicuously lack-
ing”. I wonder why? Is it because,
the pubic are not so dumb as to
believe whatis printed in the Hin-
du? The identity of the female
assassin is not yet revealed. With-
out this basicinformation,the ma-
licious conclusion of the Hindu
that “Tigers killed Rajiv Gandhi”’
is just a journalistic equivalent of
the old Indian rope trick.

3, The Hindu: “The LTTE maimed
India when they killed Rajiv Gandhi™.

Comment; Holy cow! Indla was not
maimed by the seifish motives of pet-
ty politicians who had thrived by ut-
tering homilies to the revered name
Mahatma Gandhi, butby the LTTE,
according to the Hindu. In the same
Feb 29th issue, the Hindu ran a coj
mentary entitled, “True democracy e
eludes Cong(I)”". Another feature, in
the same issue told the recent revela-
tion in the Swedish newspaper Da-
gensNyheter, thatan executive ofthe
Bofors Company had acknowledged
the kickback payments made toRajiv
Gandhl for arms selling contracts. It
appears the Hindu is oblivious to the
maiming of India carried out so
effectively by Congress Party politi-
clan and the stench emanating from {
Rajiv Gandhi’s questionable deals.

One may confront me by saying
that the Hindu is right in opposing
the LTTE, because the Tigers are
espousing violence, in their freedom
struggle. If thisbe the case, thenhow
can one explainthe opposition of the !
Hindu to Mahatma Gandhi's non- |
violence campaigns, in itsearly phas-
es? Isn’L it nothing but hypocrisy?

At least, in one aspect, we can
identify thesimilarity between Ma-
hatma Gandhiand Prabhakaran,
Both came from outside the Brah-
min class, and to the Brahmin,
leadership by non-Brahmin tal-
ent is an anathema.
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“In a carefully planned move, the LTTE have
sought legitimization for their surveillance,
judicial and penal apparatus”

The Sri Lankan Sunday Island
Columnist, Taraki, in a comment in
March, says that the Tigers, have
sought legitimization in a carefully
planned move, for their surveillance,
judicial and penal apparatus. He
adds:** This is a new and crucial
phase in their strategy for devel-
oping and establishing their au-
thority in the north. How do they
hope to secure the legitimization
they seek for their nascent and
experimental state structures?

Priorto 1987 the Sri Lankan state was
solely held responsible for indiscrimi-
nale arrest, unacknowledged detention
and torture, including summary execu-
tions These are considered human rights
violations precisely because the idea of
amodern state is postulated on ils struc-
tural ability 1o ensure that the funda-
mental principles of natural justice are
followed in administering justice to its
people.

Therefore when a state is accused of
~human rights violations itmeans that it
has deliberately misused, overstepped
or suppressed its credible penal and

ﬁ‘ciﬂ system in dealing with its sub-

The distinction between crime and
humanrights violation is that the former
is related to non state parties whereas
thelatteristelated wostates. The preven-
tion of crime is attempted through re-
form and punishment by means of the
judicial and penal system of a couniry.
The prevention of human rights viola-
tionis primarily attempted through im-
provements (o and reform of a state’s

Judicial and penal system.

A state endeavours to make itself ac-
ceptable in international fora (particu-
larly in the new world order where hu-
man rights issues have acquired amore
than merely humanitarian - instrumen-
tal value) by pleading its casein terms of
structural improvements and new mech-
anisms aimed atrectifying those aspects
of the state which made violations pos-
sible, and by accepting the recommen-
dations made by intemational bodies (in
part or whole).

The state also pleads the attenuating
circumstances which make full imple-
mentationdifficult, (Inmany cases, ge-
opolitics may make it casier forastate o
justify tardy reform in view of such
special circumstances).

Now this is what the government has
done at the 48th session of the UN.
Commission on Human Rights in re-
sponding to the report by the Working
Group on Disappearances of the com-
mission on February 27 (statement of
Bradman Weerakoon),

But the most significant turn of
eventsisthat the LTTE which figures
as theother human rights violator In
this report and the Sri Lankan am-
nesty report of January 1991, has
presented its case exactly in the man-
nerof a state, by speaking of improv-
ing the human rights situation in its
areas, in termsofa better judicialand
penal system. And like the govern-
ment delegation it has also pleaded
the special conditions in which it has
to earry out reforms and introduce
new mechanisms.

The LTTE'sInternational Sceretariat
in London issued astatement on Febru-
ary 18six days after Ambassador Nev-

Now Tell Me Something....

About 11,000 Haitians fled their homeland after President Jean-Bertrand
Astride was deposed last year. They were being held at the U.S. naval base
in Guantanamo bay in Cuba.

Over hundred thousand Tamils fled their homeland, after Sinhala mobs
and SriLankan military and para military forces attacked them. They have
been living in Tamil Nadu and in other parts of India.

In both cases, the refugees expected protection and fair treatment . They only
had their goodwill to offer to the country they sough asylum in.

On 31 January 1992, the US Supreme Court cleared the way for therepatriation
of the Haitian asylum scekers back to Haiti. The Indian govemment has also
decided 1o repatriate the Tamil refugees back to Sri Lanka, The Sri Lankan
government has welcomed the repatriation.

The US government is repatriating about 500 Haitians a day, Butit allows
media members to interview and photograph the Haitians.

The Indian government has been repatriating about 600 Tamils per ship load
but telling the world that the repatriation is voluntary! But al the same time, it
will not allow members of the media to go anywhere near the refugees.

Now, would somebody or other, please tell me ....

1Is India the biggest democracy in the world?

Doesn’t President Bush’s new world order include the Haitians or the
Tamils?
| Isthis part of the strategic cooperation between India and the US In the
| third world? Oh, do tell me please....

Bala, Germany
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ille Jeyaweera addressed the chairman
of the commission.

It said the Intemational Secretariat of
the LTTE has takennote of the observa-
tions inthe Sri Lanka Amnesty reports
of September 1991 and January 1992,
and in the recentreport by the Working
Group on Disappearances of United
Nations Commissionon Human Rights
which is in progress now in Geneva as
well as the concems of some other non-
governmental organisations, about vio-
lations of human rights, in areas within
the control of the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and to a lesser extent in areas
within the control of the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam.

In so far the alleged violations of hu-
manrights in areas within the control of
the LTTE are concerned, we would like
topointout,atthe outset, that whilstitis
true that the LTTE is in control of terri-
tory in the Northern and Eastern parts of
the island, the extent and nature of that
controlisnot the same in all parts of the
Northeast.

However, despite these conditions of
hardship, inseveral areas the LTTE has
succeeded in establishing a stable civil
administration and helped to provide
thenecessary infrastructure foragricul-
ture, fishing and small scale industrial
activities. Education and cultural activ-
ities have alsobeen cared for. Adequate
law enforcement machinery has been
put in place. Prisons have been estab-
lished. Prison guards have beenrecruil-
ed. Prisoners will be permitted visits by
relatives and by human rights and hu-
manitarian organisations. Prisoners are
keptin custody underconditions which
accord withboth local and international
law and they will at all times be treated
humanely.

The rule of law will be secured in the
Tamil homeland. The LTTE has taken
sieps o ensure that the fundamental
principles of natural justice are followed
in all matters relating to punishment.
Permanent courts and tribunals for ad-
ministering justice are in the process of
being setup. Persons arrested for com-
mitting a crime will be entitled to a fair
trial in accordance with international
legal standards.™

The Tigers are able to respond in
this fashion because the charge of
human rights violatlon essentially
posits malfunctioning or distorted
statestructuresrather than thecrimes
of an individual or group.

The zeal to condemn the LTTE
asagrosshumanrightsviolatorin
Sri Lanka, has given rise toa par-
adox which suits the Tigers but
confounds its accusers. The para-
doxis this: If you say it isa human
rights violator it legitimizes its
nascent state structures, for rea-
sons given above.

If you want to deny that legiti-
macy you will have to stop talking
about its misdeeds in terms of hu-
man rights violations. But when
you do that the LTTE’s nascent
statestructuresgain legitimacy by
virtue of the fact that no human
rightsgrouptalks aboutviolations
they engender.

This paradox makes one thing
clear in dealing with the LTTE.
That is the war to control it, is not
a technical matter confined to the
north. Theinternational diplomat-
ic dimension of the LTTE’s goals
is still an important front despite
the efforts of India in internation-
alfora.(Courtesy: Taraki,Sri Lan-
ka Sunday Island, 8 March)

The Sri Lankan State controlled Sunday Observer, ignored diplo-
matic niceties with gung ho, no holds barred, editorial against
Canada and the recent Canadian Human Rights Mission which had
madea strong denunciation of Sri Lanka’s human rights record. It
alleged that ‘“‘the report of the Canadian human rights delegation
was written in their minds long before they arrived here.”’

In tones reminiscent of the Sri Lankan Defence Minister, the late
Mr.Ranjan Wijeratne when he called Amnesty Intermational a terrorist
organisation, the Sunday Observer editorial said:

“‘Canada which never fails o posture before the world as a self
rightcous moral guardian of universal human rights, is now facing the
embarrassing question of whether they are playing a double game onthis
sensitive issue of human rights. Take for instance theirrole in Shri Lanka.
On the one hand, it despatched hastily an instant delegation Lo investigate
the current state of human rights in Shri Lanka, essentially as a tactical
move tojustify theirattempts tocutaid toShri Lankawhen the Aid Group
met in Paris in early February. And on the other, Tamil Tigers, whose
activities have been the main cause for the violation of human rights in
Shri Lanka, are allowed to operate with impunity, under the very noses
of Canadian authorilies...

Perhaps it is no coincidence that while the Tamil expatriate lobby
gathered in Paris was demonstrating outside, the Canadian delega-
tion inside was lobbying against giving aid to Shri Lanka....

Canada, incidentally, was a lone voice with Japan, USA and Britain
leading the way to give maximum support 1o Shri Lanka. Cutting or
suspending aid has been the prime objective of all anti Shri Lankan
lobbies abroad, particularly those led by the Tamil separatist lobby.

When Canada echoed the demand of this anti Shri Lankan lobby
at the last Aid Group meeting, its bona fides came under severe
suspicion. This in one sense revealed Canada's hand. Canada may
have been prompted to take this stance because it has to appease a
powerful Tamil lobby backed by certain sections of some Christian
denominations... Against this background, it is obvious that the
report of the Canadian human rights delegation waswritten in their

minds long before they arrived here.””

Tigerssetup anti tank squads

The LTTE have setup anti tank squads tofightthe Army’snew armour, T-35Main
Battle Tanks (MBTs) and T-85 tracked Infantry Fighting Vehicles. **They knew
exactly where to aim’* one Sri Lankan tank officer who took part in last weeks
armour attacks (March 22) remarked referring to the Tiger's efforis o destroy the
tanks. One rocket propelled grenade fired by Tiger anti tank unit entered through
the commanders cupola on the tank and went right through the vehicle killing one
soldier. Allthe occupants inside the vehicle, which was hastily abandoned, Officers
said some of the Tigers wore apeculiar headdress made of helmels and gunny bags
suffered burn injuries. (Sri Lanka Sunday Island, March22)
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Sivanayagam imprisonment
without trial passes 250th day

On the 1st of April 1992,
| Mr.S.Sivanayagam, the Found-
| ing Editor of the Tamil Nation
entered his256thdayofincarcer-
¥ ation, without trial, in an Indian
jail. The detention order servedon
Mr—Sivanayagam was under the
! National Sccurity Act and there is
no appeal to the High Court. The
Courts however, have a gencral
. powerloreview administralive acts
| and Mr, Sivanayagam soughttoin-
| voke this power by making a writ
application to the Madras High
Court to quash the detention order.
Inajudgment delivered last month,
the Madras High Court held that it
could notsay that there was no mate-
rial on which the administrative au-
thority could have made the order
detaining Mr.Sivanayagam and on
this ground, it rejected Mr.Sivanayagam’s application. The High Court
didnothave appellate power inrespectofthe detention order and therefore did
notruleon themeritsof the case asto whether the detentionorder was justified
orastowhether Mr.Sivanayagam was athreal tonational security. Though the
r of the Courts to intervene is very limited, it was felt that every
avenue should be explored and an application is being made to the
Supreme Court in New Delhi to quash the detention order. A Release
Sivanayagam Fund to help defray the legal and other expenses connected
with the campaign torelease Mr Sivanayagam was launched by Tamil Forum
Lid inOctober 1991. Contributionsdrawn in favour of Release Sivanayag-
am Fund may besentto Dr.Rajan Namasivayam, P.O.Box373, Croydon,
Surrey CR96AB, United Kingdom. Each contributionwill beindividually
and gratefully acknowledged.

New Delhi attack on Press & Intellectuals

Theeditorsof twowidely read Guwahati based Assamese weeklies,
Mr.Parag Kumar Das of Budhbar and Mr.Ajit Kumar Bhuyan of
Sadin were arrested from their residences around midnight on
March 5. Like Mr.Sivanayagam, the Founding Editor of the Tamil
Nation, both Mr.Das and Mr.Bhuyan are being held under the
national Security Act which allows imprisonment without trial for
one year. Mr.Bhuyan is also the joint convener of the Manav Adhikar
Suraksha Samiti (MASS), a human rights organisation in Assam. On
March 2, police had detained Mr.Niloy Dutta, aGuwahati advocate and
convenerof MASS. Thearrests cameonthe eveofastate level MASS
convention in Guhawati and amidst reportsofan impending crack-
down by New Delhi on intellectual sympathisers of the ULFA,
especially in the media.

In the meantime, in an interview from the jail in which they have
h!:en de!ained, two Sikh leaders, Gurcharan Singh Tohra and
Simranjit Singh Mann demanded the lifting of censorhip imposed on

¢ Jamnu and Kashmir press.

Amnesty International reports:

“Torture occurs routinely
in every Indian state”

The Indian government blandly dismissed a horrifying catalogue of
police tortures, rapes and murders compiled by Amnesty International.
The 195 page report includes a list of 415 people who died in police
cusmdy since 1985, Amnesty which has announced a worldwide initia-
tive to pressure the Delhi government says that torture occurs routinely
inevery Indian stale.

“A major cause of the persistence of widespread
torture is the failure or unwillingness of leading
governmentofficials andrepresentativesto acknowl-
edge that torture even exists, let alone that it needs to
be vigorously tackled”

Amnesty says abuses are particularly bad in areas of armed insurgency such
as Punjab, Kashmirand Assam where special laws giving the security forces
immunity from prosecution were seen as a ‘license to torture and kill."

The Report says:' ‘Many hundreds, if nol thousands, of people have been
tortured 1o death during the last decade... A major cause of the persistence of
widespread torture is the failure or unwillingness of leading government
officials and representatives (o acknowledge that torture even exists, let alone
that it needs 1o be vigorously tackled.' That point was underlined by the
indignant denunciation of the Report by India’s Deputy High Commissionere
inLondon, K.V.Rajan. Hesaid India was disappointed with the Report. *'In fact
it gives the impression of being acampaign against Indiarather than areport.”’
Mr.Rajan also objected to the scheduled appearance al an Amnesty news
conference of aCalcuttaheadmistress, Archana Guha, partially paralysedsince
spending three years in jail without charge.
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SriLan

victory - but it

The latest issue of the LTTEs offl-
clal organ *“Viduthalai Pulihal® car-
ries a message from Mathaya to the
people of Jaffna headlined “we shall
resolve to defeat the invaslon®.

The message is about an impending
army offensive intoJaffna, the LT.T.E's
current position on war and peace and
what the people of Jaffna should do by
way of preparing for facing the battles
of the offensive, The message says “we
keep the doors of peace wide open. But
the Sri Lankan government keeps on
beating the drums of war. The govern-
mentdoesn’tappeartobe interestedin
talks now.””

““Theydream of an easy military vic-
tory. The government’s present posi-
tion isto carry out military

kadreams

of

emwarlare, invariably courted disaster

when they, uncertain how 10 pr
exploit several natural lines of
tions hedged their bets by d
Lhn:'lr[l]nx._l.:mu)n;_s,m-.v::r-.lipnsmml'slu;.»_

Wrone CHOICES

In 4 first glance scenario it would
appear that the Tiger leadershiphias got
itself into-a situation where it would be
Et.“m[‘x.'.“udinc.\-'iL:lhiylnm:lk(‘.plu'ihﬂ}"
dmseb;nlslratu;,-',iucimicusdcsuﬁlxdhy
Jomini. Firstly it would seem that - if
one were to go by Mathaya’s message-
in their attempt to defend the Peninsula
they have let the army take the neces-
Sary advantageofdeciding when, where
and how to strike with superior force.
Secondly that, uncertain of the army's

an easy military
will be a long haul

/y

But the erucial question 1s - has the
troop movements and the publicity re
lated to ‘the’ impending battle for Jaff-

na's control, pushed the LTTE mto
making bad strategic choices? One can
have an inkling of the LTTE military
future in Jaffna if one considers two
things. The onie, the nature of the ‘deci-
sive points’ on the Peninsula’s periph-
ery. The other, the inner compulsions
and imperatives of the LTTE itself.

If one were to go by the LTTE assess-
mentof the ‘impending’ battle for Jaff-
na, there are five points on the Peninsu-
fa's periphery at which offensives 1o
break into the Tiger held interior might
bedirected. They are A: the Pooneryn -
Kerathivu-Chavakacheri zone. Bt Id-
aikadu - Thondarma-nar - Vadama-
radehi interier. C: Val-

operationstillthe Tigersare
weakand sizeable territory
is captured and then drag
them inio negotiations and
impose solutions. This is
whythe governmentis mak-
ing preparations to launch
amassiveinvasionintothe
Peninsula. Itknows that as
long asthe LTTE is strong
it cannof impose inade-
quate solutions... therefore
the destruction of the Ti-
gers’ power is equal to the

« .thegovernment’spresent positionistocarry
out military operations till the Tigers are weak
and sizeable territory is captured and then drag
them into negotiations and impose solutions... It
knows that as long asthe LTTEis strong it cannot
impose inadequate solutions... We have to defeat
the invasion of the enemy.The people will have lo
turn Tigers to meet this need.” - LTTE Deputy
Leader, Mahendrarajah

lipuram-Nagarkoil-
Thalaiyadi coast- Vad-
amaradchi interior.
D.Ponnalaimoolai-
Chulipuram-Mathagal
coast and hinterland. E:
Arali Jetty-Pommaiveli
Jaffna Town - Ariya-
lai-Poompuhar.

After almost 2
months of intense war
in the north the army
has niow secured three

suppression of the Tamil

struggle. We have to defeat the inva-
sion of the enemy. Our fighters are
preparing tofacethis militaryinvasion
of the Sinhala government. If the
Sinhalaarmy comes into the Peninsu-
La it will be a battle bigger than all the
battles in the past. Hence we have to
immediatelystartmaking massive prep-
arations to counter it. When we say
massive preparation we willneed man-
power on alarge scale. This cannot be
supplied by the Tigers alone. The peo-
plewill have to turn Tigers to meet this
need.

In the battles for the Elephant Pass
and Manalaaru (Weli-Oya) the role
played by the people has given us en-
couragement. History will proudly
record the work done outside those

aims for the Peninsula they will haveto
hedge theirbels by dispersing theirpre-
cious manpower among several points
through which they think the army can
launch and sustain offensive thrusts into
the peninsula.

If this were to be the case, by the
transfer andmaneeuvring of themass of
itsnorthemn forces inthe pasttwomonths
so as to threaten the decisive points in
the Peninsula’s defence, the army should
now have dispersed the Tigers troops
strength among all these points. And
then the army will have to hurl all avail-
able forces againstonly afractionof the
Tigers thus dispersed defending some
of these points, and thereby technically
establish a military dominant presence
in the Peninsula.

strategic zones to the south, south west
of the Peninsula's periphery. Offensives
into Jaffna’s heartland in the red soil
region and Vadamaradchi-mterior ¢an
be launched and sustained from these
zones. The South-South western zone
comprising Kayts and Pooneryn have
made points A and E vulnerable. The
north western zone comprising of Kara-
inagar island and Palaly-K.K.S. arca
has made points B and D vulnerable.
The considerable amphibious capabili-
ty demonstrated by the S.L.A. in Vetti-
laikerny makes point C penetrable.

The problem is thatallmajor oper-
ations from the south and south west-
ern zone have toinclude asubstantial

continued on page 11

battle fields by the people.

A similarrole is expected of the peo-
plein the coming battle as well. Inthis
battle the self- defence of the people is
intertwined with the back-up work for
the war front... Preventive measures
and duties: Volunteer corps should be
set-upinevery village, bunkers should
be dug everywhere: dry rations should
be collected s should
be controlled and needless displace-
mentofpeoplebe prevented; informa-
tion co-ordinators will have to be ap-
pointed to every village to avoid ru-
moursand displacement: aforce hasto
be formed to donate blood and look
after the wounded; Vigilante groups
should be created in cerfain areas:
above all young boys and girls should
Jjoin our army to replace our army to
replace our fighters who die in the
battle.”

dsaved:r

According to the *Viduthalai Pulihal®
(p.3)the LTTE thinks that the army will
launch simultancous attacks on several
fronts or points on the Peninsula’s pe-
riphery - which would be aimed at the
heartland of the Peninsula, This assess-
mentof thearmy’sstrategy by the LTTE
mightputthe Tigercommanders in some
difficulties.

In hislengthy discussions on bad stra-
tegicchoices by the commanders, Gen-
eral Jomini observed that many military
leaders, in attempting todefend territo-
ry or a weaker army let the adversary
take the advantage of deciding where,
when and how to attack. He also noted
suchcommanders, inthe history of west-

“And to my children

I leave an

€normous

tax bill.”

One day, your family may
have to pay a tax they've
never heard of, thought
about or planned for.
Inheritance Tax.

It will atfect far more people
than you mught iraagine-it
could evenwally cost your
famyly thousands of pounds,
particularly if you are a
homeowner.

F,

A

UED

Allied Dunbar can help ease
the burden and I can show
you how. The first seep is
1o ask for 2 copy of our free
guide. Then, I'll contact you
to discuss Allied Dunbar's
solutions in more detail.
Just fill in the coupon or
telephone me on Potters Bar
(0707) 52819.

DUN

BAR

PERSONAL VINANCIAL GUIDANTE
Member of LAUTRO

To: Ra} §. Ananths Rajab Sales Associate
representing Allied Dunbar Assurance Plc
Privare Office: 40 Sunnybank Road, Pocers Bar, Herdordshire ENG 2NN

Yes please, 1 would like to know more about Inheritance Tax.

&




15 April 1992
Rohana Gunasekera in Sri Lanka Sunday Island on

Dud Tanks, Raw Sinhala
Recruits and Low Morale

The controversy over the unfortunate T-85 tank affair continues with the
Army Commander Lt. General Cecil Waidyaratne, calling for an inquiry into
how they were bought without any inspection and spares guarantee, according
o lank officers in Anuradhapura where the Army has its armoured warfare
training centre. These sources say the machines are of inferior quality, break
dﬂ:’l‘l frequently and need amassive spares back ing which hasnot been provided
forinthe contract. Armoured corpsofficers are critical of the vehicle saying
its73smooth bore gun has a range of only 850 yards compared to the 2,000
yard range of the 100mm main gun on the T-55 main battle tank (MBT).

Some say it would have been better to buy more MBTs, which were acquired
from Czechoslovakia for the stunningly cheap price of Rs. 3.4 million each,
whilethe T-85TFV cost Rs. 12 million cach. In factsome feel it would have been
betterto haveused the US § million spenton the T-85 IFV deal to buy moremain
battle tanks. For the kind of money about 70 BMTs could have been acquired
form the Czechs instead of the small number that was actually bought.

Meanwhile, the tremendous task of revamping Army training to suit
Tiger tactics and reduce casualties was brought sharply Into focus by
Friday’s ferocious Tiger ambush.

Themilitary hasfound that they are taking somany casualties due tolack
of proper training. Recent recruits have received only six weeks training
because of the urgent need for manpower whereas originally asoldier's training
took three tosix months. Lack of training produces poor quality soldiers. And
when they take casualties its bad for morale. The Amy is now old enough to
know what the Tiger tactics are: they operate in small groups and disperse after
each attack; they have tremendous patience and watch the soldiers for a long
time waiting for a weak moment. The Army's own practices sometimes leave
them vulnerable to the Tigers; troops are deployed in one place for a long time
with no relief in the line.

This leads to monotony, over-confidence and a lowering of the guard.
From the first week of March training teams will fan out to army centres

tolmprove training methodsand eventually produce quality soldiers, who
QE be indispensable for the tough battles ahead.

JOC Cuier on THE LTTE

“We reckon the LTTE as the best guerilla organisation in the world,
with the best training and discipline” JOC Chief Lt. Gen, Hamilton
‘Wanasinghe.The ranks of Tuscany could scarce forbear to cheer?

- On 14th March two policemen werekilled and three seriously injured as aresult
of an LTTE attack on a police van al the Batticaloa-Amparai Street

On 7th March two Sri Lankan soldiers were the victims of an LTTE attack on
asecurity postnorth-west of Elephants Pass

- On 6th March, the LTTE, using RPG mortars and other heavy weaponry killed
‘seven army men and wounded five others seriously. When they attacked a Sri
Lankan army post in Janakapuram in Weli Oya, according toareport issued by the
Jomnt Operations Command (JOC).

On 6th March the chief of the JOC, Lt.Gen. Hamilton Wanasinghe issued a
‘communique that , 21 Sri Lankan soldiers were killed in a battle between the Sri
'Lankan Army and the LTTE at Thoppokalai on the border between Batticaloa and
Polonnarywa.

On 5th March, according to areport issued by the Joint Operations Command,
anofficer and 17 soldiers were killed at Mulliyan Kovil near Veuilaikkerni beach
‘inabattlebetweenthe Sri Lankan Army and the Tigers. Ten Tigers are alsoreported
1o have been killed in this operation.

15 Ammen pie IN TIGER AMBUSH

~ The Tigers ambushed an Air Force foot patrol in Morawewa on 21st February.
‘They detonated claymore mines and fired machine guns killing 15 airmen and six

TAMIL NATION

As long as the issue of control
over land in the north east prov-
inces of Sri Lanka remains unre-
solved, the LTTE will continue to
have thesupportofthe SriLankan
Tamils.

Public perception of the LTTE in In-
dia has shown several sharp shifts as
events in the northern portion of the
subcontinent unfolded. The pre-1987
perception was thatof sympathy for this
underdog Tamil outfit bravely fighting
the Sri Lankan army and keeping it at
bay. The post-Accord 1987 period saw
the LTTE portrayed as lungi clad up-
starts who bit the hand that fed them,
who dared defy the might of the Indian
state and who would soon be taught a
lesson by the Indian army.

By 1990, 4,000 IPKF casualties lat-
er and after many dublous claims by
the IPKF Commander Lt. Gen. Kalk-
at, the LTTE came to be regarded
with a mixture of grudging admira-

constant companions, and the antago
nists gotlo know each other’s strengths
and weaknesses well.

It is a cruel irony that the Indian
public’s perception of the LTTEs pop-
ular support and capabilitics should have
been based on press handouts and con-
ducted tours for journalists organised
by IPKF HQ which was physically and
mentally distanced from reality and
whose views wereshaped more by what
they thought South Block wanted to
hear than by facts as they existed on the
ground.

Thisdeception wasexposed atleast
once when the BBC announced In
September 1988 that the camp
claimed to have been destroyed by
IPKF was a fake and the weapons
supposedly captured there had actu-
ally been flown In from Madras.

This revelation, incidentally. was the
result of a slip by an inebriated Special
forces colonelcaptivated by the charms
of a comely Indian reporter. As was to
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Need for a Balanced Assessment
of the Liberation Tigers

“Having hadthe privilege
of commanding a battalion
of pars commandos
through the battle of Jaff-
na, the clearing of Batti-
caloa, the retaking of Va-
vuniya Mankulam, Mul-
laitivu and the initial at-
tempts to clear the Alampil
Jungles (then and current
HQsofthe LTTE), this writ-
erfeelsthat perhaps amore
realistic view of the LTTE
as he saw it would helpina
better understanding of the
organisation.”

the Tamils by methods that, if no gloss
were Lo be put on it, could best be
described as genocidal, When few in
India outside of RAW had heard of it,
the LTTE for many long years acted as
an effective shield between the depre-
dations - of the Sri Lankan army and the
Tamils. When the IPKF came into Jaff-
na it was rapturously welcomed by the

““The fierce baitles af Elephant Pass and in the Mullaitivu jungles around the 14 Base (so
called because 14 is the radio call signal of Prabhakaran on the LTTE radio net) have now
brought home to the Sri Lankan army that the best they can hope for is a bloody stalemate
in the north-east of the island.”

tion and condescension: as an organ-
isation that had fought well but was
critically weakened and confined to
the jungles of Vavunlya, and which
would soon be mopped up by the Sri
Lankan army.

The Sri Lankan army, as profession-
als, should have known betterbut for the
decimation of the JVP underitsbeltand
Ranjan Wijerame to back them. In the
evenlitsoonlostJaffna Fort, Mankulam
Camp and more men in six or seven
months than the IPKF had in three years.
The fierce battles at Elephant Pass and
in the Mullaitivu jungles around the 14
Base (so0 called because 14 is the radio
call signal of Prabhakaranon the LTTE
radionet)havenow broughthome to the
Sri Lankan army that the best they can
hope for is a bloody stalemate in the
north-cast of the island.

Ourmedia, fed this time on St Lankan
rather than Indian defence minisiry press
releases, started blaming the LTTE for
the latest round of fighting and for the
suffering.

be expected the Indian army Lop brass
were very upsel and ordered an inquiry
into the incident. But amour in Vavuni-
yawashard toprove, and the colonel, is
now a Brigadier.

The actual ground realities were too
well known to the brave, uncomplain-
ing, dirty, tired infantry soldier who was
solely responsible for what success the
IPKF had and who was in regular con-
tact with the LTTE as well as the local
population.

Having had the privilege of com-
manding a battalion of pars commaun-
dos through the battle of Jaffna, the
clearing of Batticaloa, the retaking of
VavuniyaMankulam, Mullaitivuand
the initial attempts to clear the
Alampll jungles (then and current
HQs of the LTTE), this writer feels
that perhaps a more realistlc view of
the LTTE as hesaw itwould help ina
better understanding of the organisa-
tion.

To begin with, if the LTTE arc the
ogres that they are made out to be, how

local population who thought it had
come to help get the Sn Lankan army
off their backs.

October 10, 1987 the day the IPKE
was ordered to commence hostilities
against the LTTE placed it in a no-win
situation. While the perception of our
command structure might have been
otherwise popular support was in fact
with the LTTE, the proven protectors of
the Tamils. And no army can easily
destroy anorganized forcelikethe LTTE
go long as the people whole-heartedly
support it. The Sri Lankans have cur-
rently relearnt this lesson of military
history at greatcost at Elephant Pass and
Mullaitiva, Countless villagers told us
that we would leave sooner or later and
then only the LTTE would save them
and their land from the Sinhalas.

The nextquestion thatcomestomind
Is: why can we not insulate thestate of
TamilNadu from the activitiesof the
LTTE? Our navy during the IPKF
operations periodically claimed to, have

““why can we not insulate the state of Tamil Nadu from the activities of the LTTE?..the fact of the
matter is that with the ships the Indian Navy has at present, it is physically impaossible to prevent
ingress, and it is professional hypocrisy to claim that it can be done.”’

national guards. The Tigers withdrew with the weapons and telec ication
‘equipment they carried.
PLOTE IN JOINT OPERATION WITH THE SRI LANKAN ARMY

~ APLOTE spokesman said that some 200 PLOTE men will join the Sri Lankan
~ amedforcesintheirnew offensiveinthe North. Hesaid that their cadres operating
t - inTrincomalee and Amparai would be deployed in Vavuniya iobeefup the military
offensive and that some of the PLOTE men will be in the front lines.
ArmEeDp Forces ReTReAT FrRoM KaraTivVU

‘The SL Armed Forces attempted 1o land in Kerativu travelling in a large fleet of
dinghies. Their landing on the beaches of Kerativu was thwarted and were forced
10 beat a hasty retreat as they came together under severe attack by the Tigers.

WesTeRN ROUTE FROM ELEPHANT PASS TOP BE CLOSED

‘The Sri Lankan Army in its radio broadcast from Palaly Army Camp announced
that theroute from the west of Elephant Pass to the Jaffna peninsula will be closed.
. This action will in its wake increase the already severe hardship endured by
. passengers travelling to and from the peninsula to the south.

3000 Srx LANKAN SOLDIERS DESERT

~ The SLFP MP- MrDM Jayaratne said in Parliamenton 20th February, that 3000
~ soldiers have deserted the Sri Lankan Army, either because they do not subscribe
the continued escalation of the war or because they fear for their lives. The Sri
n Army and the Government are in the process of apprehending the deserters
making them rejoin. Mr Jayaratne said that the Sri Lankan Guvummcntslhou]d
from such action as this is tantamount to sending cattle to the abattoir.

Consequently, the public perception
of the LTTE again started tumning neg-
ative... Not many people sat back to
think that in all these years of stories of
LTTE atrocities the views aired in our
media has been based largely on hear-
say; that few Indians other than officers
and men of the IPKF infantry battalion
have had occasion to interact with the
LTTEover andlength of time and were
in & posilion (o assess as to why this
organisation had notonly survived un-
der extremely adverse circumstances
but continued to nourish.

During the period the IPKF was in Sri
Lanka, two worlds existed in the by
lanes of Jaffna and the jungles of Vavu-
niya and Batticaloa. One was the safe
antiseptic world of headquarters, maps,
staff officers, and helicopters flying
above the jungle canopy, which rarely
had any contact with a militant. The
other was the hot, humid, tension-filled
world of infantry in close combat, be-
low the jungle canopy and in the by-
lanes. Here no quarter was asked for or
given; death, injury and privation were

is that they have lasted so long? Terror
alone can not explain the unending
stream of volunteers from amongst the
Thamil youth, their dedication to their
cause and willingness to die for it. Any
one who walked in 1987 was instantly
struck by the devastation inflicted on
the Tamils by the Sri Lankan army
(whichshouldreally be called a Sinhala
army as it is 98 per cent Sinhalese; the
entirearmy's senior most Tamil officer
in 1987 was a Lt. Col. posted on admin-
istrative duties in Colombo).

It is not generally understood that the
political fight between the Tamils and
the Sinhalas is routed primarily in a
tussle forland, The Sri Lankan govern-
ment considered all land as crown or
govermnment land and allotted large tracts
of Tamil domiciled lands to Sinhala
seltlers, backed by the army. A deliber-
ale allempt was made o change the
ethnic balance so as to break the link
between the north and east provinges of
Sri Lanka by settling Sinhalas. When
the Tumils protested, the Sri Lankan
army went about their task of pacifying

sealed offnorth-east Sri Lanka from the
sca. The Coast Guard, occasionally, with
less conviction, makes that claim now.
The fact of the matter is that with the
ships the Navy has at present, it is
physically impossible to prevent In-
gress,and itis professional hypocrisy
to claim that it can be done.

The coastal arcas of Tamil Nadu and
Jaffna and Mannar are scparated by the
Palk Straits which are amaze of shallow
walter and rocks. At their narrowest they
are about 40 km apart. The LTTE uses
fibreglass fishing boats with hardly any
draught and up to three outboard motors
mounded in tandem, These boats have
no radar signature worth the name and
can dothe trip between the twocoasts at
60 knots or in 25-30 minutes. The navy
has much larger ships, meant for a blue
waterrole, which cannotmove freely in
these walers and can not achieve even
half the speeds the LTTE boats can.

S0 the unpalatable truth is that the
LTTE always could, and will continue
continued on page 10
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In a Press Release on the occasion of the International
Womens Day 1992, on March 8, the Women's Front of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam declared “Women
are the last colony - and theirs is a case of unfinished
decolonisation. As a national liberation movement con-
cerned with freeing the Tamil people from an alien domina-
tion, andliberating them from oppressive structures of every
kind, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam expresses on
this International Women’s Day its solidarity with, and
support for, the aspirations of women through out the
world, for true equality and for freedom from male domi-
nance.”’ Full text of the press release follows:

“The women’s movement of today is a world-wide phenomenon
rootedin theefforts toright the injustice of centuries of male domination
and o secure equal rights, not simply in theory but also in practice, for
humanbeingseverywhere, regardlessof sex. Ithasbeensaid that women
are the last colony - and that theirs is acase of unfinished decolonisation,
As a national liberation movement concerned with freeing the Tamil
people from an alien domination, and liberating them from oppressive
structuresof every kind, the Liberation Tigersof Tamil Eelam expresses
on this Intemational Women's Day its solidarity with, and support [or,
theaspirations of women through out the world, for true cquality and for
freedom from male dominance.

The past several years has witnessed an increasing involvement of the
women of Tamil Eelam in our national liberation struggle. It is not
without significance that though the armed resistance campaign of the
Liberation Tigershasahistory extending 1019 years, the women's wing
traces its origins Lo around 8 years ago. The conservative nature of our
social formation; its oppressive structures in relation o women evi-
denced for, instance, by the pernicious dowry system; ils pervasive
genderdiscrimination, which wasoften legitimiscd by socalled ‘cultural
traditions”; and its male dominance, which was justified by tales from
mythology - all contributed tothe delayed developmentof Tamil Eelam
women's participatory role in our struggle.

The genocidal onslaughton the Tamil peoplein the island of SriLanka
in July 1983 and the systematic and sustained repression that followed
gave a fresh impetus to our people to resist. It was revolutionary
‘awakening which moved the women of Tamil Eclam as well. It was
during this turbulent period that young radical women came forward (o
join our armed struggle for national liberation.

““The conservativenature of our social formation; itsoppres-
‘sivestructuresin relation towomen evidenced for,instance, by
the pernicious dowry system; its pervasive gender discrimina-
tion, which was often legitimised by so called ‘cultural tradi-
tions’; and its male dominance, which was justified by tales
from mythology - all contributed to the delayed development
of Tamil Eelam women’s participatory role in our struggle.”

| Tigersrededicate themselvesto the struggle for the emancipation of
| women and the removal of all discrimination against women, in

Altheinitial stages our women cadres were mainly involved in the task
of political propaganda. Later, since around mid 1984, well organised
women guerillaunits have functioned asan integral partof ourresistance
movement. The armed cadres of our women’s wing have also been
involved in the task of politicisation, in campaigning against social
discrimination and in emphasising the need for women’s emancipation.
QOur women'’s wing has worked closely with grass roots women organ-
isations, trade unions, industrial training centres, health and welfare
associations and educational institutions. In protestmeetings, in demon-
strations, in boycotts and in all forms of mass agitation launched by the
LTTE,itwasthe womenof Tamil Eelam who participated in increasingly
large numbers and have often played a lead mobilising role,

On the one hand, the women’s wing of our liberation movement has
contributed substantially and dircctly to advance the lawful and just
struggle of the people of Tamil Eclam for national liberation. On the other
hand, the courage, determination and heroism of our women fighters has
served to awaken their sisters and brothers, break down centuries old
social barriersand ways of thinking and behaving, and restructure Tamil
sociely ona free and equal basis.

‘The International Women's Day is, therefore, a day of special
significance to us and on this Women’s Day of 1992, the Liberation

| Tamil Eelam as well as in all parts of the globe. N

Four yea ago- Kanapthipilai Poopathy, the

First Woman to Fast to Death

The history of the Tamil struggle

again to Mr Kanapathipillai, a wid-

for Freedom

Poopathy knew malherexpcricnp_

for national self-determination is ower with two sons and adaughter, were the expericnces of countless

a history of extraordinary exam-  Herfamily thenexpanded. Twomore ~ numbers of women. She‘camc into
plesofcourage,determinationand  sonsandiwo daughtersresulted from  contact wn!h the Mother s Front in
sacrifice. In 1987, Thileepan, the thismarriage and Poopathy became ~ Navatkerni and through this organi-

senior LTTE cadre fastedtodeath a mother of ten children. Poopathy  sation was able to support, help and
demanding thefulfilmentofprom-  struggled toraiseafamilyintheface  inspire other women who were go-

ises made by the Indian govern- of shrinking opportunitics for Tamil  ing through the same traumas as she
menttothe LTTE leadership.Both  and Muslim children and mounting  herselfhad been. Poopathy ammaas
Mahatma Gandhi and Bobby SinhalaSiateoppression. Theyoung a member of the Mt)lh(?l"s Front,

Sands went without food during menofPoopathy’schildren’sgener-  became a vociferous eritique of the

their fast, but Thileepan refused ation were largets of the military military operations and widﬁ_iprcaq

both food and fluids.Amongst operationsby the SriLankan armed  violation of human rights by the Sri

those whose courage and deter- forces. Indiscriminatekillings, ‘dis- Lankan armed forces. Undeterred
mination will be remembered by appearances’ andtortureconfronted by the armed forces potential for

the Tamil people will also be a 56  the generationofherchildren. Even-  killing and maiming, Poopathy pro-

year old mother of ten children tuallythehorrorand painofmilitary  tested againstthe military atrocities

and a grandmother, Mrs Kanap- operations came to her doorstep. of the Sri Lankan troops. She ofien
athipillaiPoopathy. Mother Poop-  Poopathy’s 28 yeardolsonwasshot  went to the army camp lo enguire

athy, asthis extraordinary about the disappearance
woman has come to be af- - «Qyr people are our mountains... Today, we ©f husbands and sons.
fectionately known, went 2 -c |
without food and fluids for cherish the memory of a great martyr and The heightof Poopathy f
thirtydaysbeforeherdeath Salute her supremesacrifice. MotherPoopathi amma’s political cam- '

on 19th April 1988, four
years ago.

When Annamuthu and his
wife Periyapillai from the
ancient Tamil village of
Kiran in Batticaloa looked
down affectionately on their
baby daughter Poopathy on
3rd November 1932 it would
never have entered their
minds that this child would
grow up 1o become a legen-
dary political figure, the first
woman in political history to
fasttodeath foracause; they

has earned our people’s highest esteem as one
of the noble martyrs who have become legends
in the history of our liberation struggle.

As a woman, as a mother, as the maternal
head of the family, Poopathi amma fran-
scended her ordinary life and the bonds of
existential attachment in sacrificing her life
for the emancipation of her nation. Her act of
sacrifice is unprecedented and her death
symbolised the collective upsurgence of the
women of Tamil Eelam.”” -Velupillai Prab-
hakaran, Leader of Tamil Eelam

paign againstthe oppres-
sion of the Tamil and
Muslim people and the
violation of humanrights
came during the occupa-
tion of the north and east
by the Indian army. The
outbreak of war between
the Indian army and the
LTTEand thesubsequent
death and atrocities per-
petrated againstinnocent
Tamil and Muslim peo-
ple horrified Poopathy
amma, Poopathy amma,
with grave risk to herself

did not know their daughter
would be venerated by thousands of
people.

There is nothing extraordinary in
Poopathy's childhood. Her biogra-
phy reflects the history of her times,
She was one girl among three, with
two brothers. The best interests fora
girl the family held was (o fulfil the
ideal type of life that prevailed at that
time. Thus Poopathy, with basic lit-
eracy skills, was withdrawn from
school and married at the age of
twelve. Two sons were born from
this union. Al a very young age
Poopathy soon developed the emo-
tions of a matured woman. Married
attwelve yearsofage, twice amoth-
er and widowed all within a short
span of life. But Poopathy married

dead by the Sri Lankan army. She
tried to remove her family from the
area of military operations by shifi-
ing to Navatkerni near Batticaloa.
Againhowever, hereldest son by the
second marriage wasrandomly shot
dead by the Special Task Force.
Another son, arrested during round
up operations, was held in Boosa
army camp and subjected to severe
torture.

Poopathy’s response to the death
and pain of her children was grief
and sadness. But grief and sadness,
rather than weighing her down in
perpetual morbidity, wmed to rage
and selflessness, Poopathy amma
transformed depressing, individual
emotions into positive social action.

from a ruthless army of
occupation, was determined to lodge
her protest against the war and the
consequent death and mayhem
caused by the Indian army, When
political activity was banned by the
Indian army, Poopathy boldly ig-
nored theordersand organised dem-
onstrations and protests against the
atrocities perpetrated by them.

Ultimately the Women s Frontde-
cidedthatit would use the weapon of
fasting Lo express its disapproval of
the war against the people; Two
Tamil women, Mrs Annammah Dav-
1dand Mrs Nesammah Vadivelcom-
menced a fast unto death. The occu-
pying Indian army severely embar-
rassed by the determination of Tamil

continued on page 9
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Adele Balasingham, wearing a
black shirt, cradles her Chinese-
made automatic rifle. “This is my
home now I must defend it,” she
says of the city of Jaffna in the
north of war-torn Sri Lanka. Her
Australian accent is clipped by
years spent abroad.

Balasingham isan Australian- bon
legend in the making; a heroic and
potentially tragiclegend. Born Adele
Wilby in Warragul, Victoria, she
trained asatriple-certificate nurse in
Melboumne and Perth before her sense
‘of adventure took her out into the
world in 1972. Now, she is on a
joumneyof conscience which hastak-
-en her from humanitarian nurse to
gun-toting guerilla.

bespectacled and with a goatee
beard. Adele exuded a shy vitality,
her short brown hair and gangling,
boyish frame making her appear
younger than her 41 years. They
would not stand oul in a crowd -
except Adelecarriesherrifleas some
women carry a handbag and both
carry capsulesofpolassium cyanide
(the trade-mark of the Tigers) as
insurance againsteaplure.

Adeleand Anton showed up atmy
hotelinabattered white van, accom-
panied by theirdog and some young
fighters. Except for the guns, we
could have been a family off on a
picnic. Instead, we headed fora gue-
nillatraining camponthe outskirts of
town. Jaffnarolled by like apainting
fromthe Apocalypse. Buildings tilt-
ed at crazy angles, roofs balanced
precariously on steel girders bent
likeribbons by the heatof the incen-
diary bombs. Houses, shops, church-
es and libraries lay shattered, their

“Yesterday, I was with a girl who lost her leg while
attacking the government stronghold at Elephant Pass.
She’s learning how to work on awooden leg so she can get

back into the fight.”

Lo = e

She took her first siep along the
road Lo liberation fighter (or terror-
ist) in England in 1975. While she
was studyingat the South Bank Pol-
yiechnic Collcge, she married her
social science tutor, Anton Balasi-
ngham - a Tamil and spokesman for
the Tamil Tiger (or LTTE - Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam), the
guerilla group locked in a vicious
civil war of secession from the Sin-
halese-dominated Sri Lankan gov-
emmenL

Locating the Balasinghams in the
- war zone was a challenge. The Sri
Lankan armed forces and 70,000
Indian soldiers had failed to find
them, butit tumed outto be relative-

lysimple.

- The Sri Lankan military supplied
‘me with a three-day permit to visit
Jaffna, the island’s northern-most
cityandthe headquartersof the Tamil
Tigers. The most dangerous part of
thetrip wascrossing the 3km stretch
‘ofno-man’sland in north-central Sri
-la.w&’aliralsepamtes the government
int from the first Tigers’
int,

Imeﬂeﬂbymghlmavmd the
‘govemment which strale
rebels-held road during the day. My
Journeyended whena battle-scarred
fesry, weighed down (o the water-

with people, crossed a wide
neckoftidal waterand deposited me
on the out-skirts of the blacked-out
Wﬁﬁﬂffm where nothing moves
mllmﬂw'l'isers knowledge.

Antonwasaslexpected:athought-
ful-looking, middle-aged academic,

brickwork bullet riddled and blast-
ed.

“Afterthe Indiansleftlastyear, the
warstartedagain,” Adele says. “The
Tigers re-took the city and much of
the north and east of the island. The
Sri Lankan Air Force retaliated by
bombing Jaffna, targeting civilians
to promole terror in the Tamil com-
munity for supporting the Tigers.
Two-thirds of the city was reduced
torubble.”

Among the broken bones of the
city, life goes on. School-girls in
white tunies bicycle 1o class like
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Freedot

Adele Balasingham

or-deathmentality. These people are
highly motivated. Yesterday, I was
with a girl who lost her leg while
altacking the government stronghold
atElephant Pass. She's learning how
to work on a wooden leg so she can
get back into the fight.”

The Balasinghams are shy when it
comes to talking about themselves,

Fighter

Journey of consciencefrom humanitarian
nurse to gun-toting guerilla

“As I worked, I became aware of a noise like a tap dripping and I look down to see
it was the sound of people bleeding to death. I remember all the young people torn
apart, old people coming in with no legs, bodies cut in half, people bleeding to death,
brain injuries...it was a massacre. I was furious, I thought, how dare they come here
and do this to innocent people?”-

In an atlempt te broker a peace
agreement between the Tigers and
the Sri Lankan government, the In-
dian government under Gandhisent
a peace-keeping force 1o Sri Lanka
in 1987. For a while the ceasefire
held. Butrelations between the Indi-
an Army and the Tigers soon deteri-
orated. The Tigers declared war on
the Indian troops which, ratherblood-

“Everyone was asked, ‘Have you seen a white lady in the
area?’ But the people all supported us: no one gave us away.”’

Anton looks on as Adele speaks of
the early days of their relationship.
“We were two human beings whao,
on the surface, seemed to be differ-
ent when we looked at the cultures
we cam from,” she says. “But look-
ing deeper into our souls, we found
we had similar sensibilities, feel-
ings, approaches,and outlook. .. We
were open to the needs of the world,
together.”

Anton picks up the thread: “Lon-
don in the post-Vietnam early *70s
was a place for liberation groups.
When we were a young couple, we
spent a lot of time with exiled revo-
lutionaries, attending meetings and
protest marches. We supported the
African National Congress and the
Palestinians. Slowly, we found we
had developed a mental attitude to
use our knowledge for oppressed
people. Because I'm a Tamil, we
became involved with the problems
in Sri Lanka. This was an adventure
we saw we could share together.

Adeleexpresseshersympathy with
the Tamil people. “When youwork
with people, you build trust and
with the trust comes responsibili-
ty. Because I feel so strongly for
these people, | came to terms with
armed struggle early in 1978 after
the anti-Tamil riots in Sri Lanka.

“Adele and I had aliberal Western education and, although
weare spiritually opposed to violence, we can justify itmorally
to defend freedom and our existence.” - Anton Balsingham

flock of chattering doves. Thereisa
noticeableabsenceof boysand young
men. They have either fled to the
refugee camps in the south, been
killedorare fighting with the Tigers,
Vehicles are also sparse.

When we arrive, Lthe camp is pre-
paring foranattack. Amonumentio
dead fighters dominales its centre,
Adele points toa large painting of a
handsome young mandressedin the
Tigers' striped camouflage. He nurs-
¢s a child on his shoulders.

*He was acommanderand he died
in a recent batte,” she says. “His
wifeisalsoalighter - acommander.
Shehas just given birth to his second
child. I’'mafraidshe’sfinding ithard
tocope. When you're outnumbered;
as weare, you have Lo have a viclory-

o S RS e
Atthatstage, we had begun to visit
India regularly where we trained
in Tiger-run military camps in
Tamil Nadu.

“Then in the July of 1983, after a
massacre of Tamils in Sri Lanka by
rioting Sinhalese (sparked by an at-
tack on a SriLankan Army patrolin
Jaffna by the Tigers), the leader of
the Tigers, Prabhakaran, asked usto
become full-time cadres and we
moved to Jaffna. Here, we're in-
volved in the political training of the
fighters, among others things.

The more emotionally involved
Ibecome with the people, the more
sympathy I feel for their oppres-
sion. First it was the Sinhalese,
then it was the Indians.”

ied, withdrew in 1990,

Adele recalls those dangerous times
whichecemented her resolve: *When the
war broke out between the Tigers and
the Indians, the Indians fired into a
crowded marketplace, All the casualtics
came 1o the hospital where [ was stay-
ing. Dozens of civilians came inwith in-
juries from mortar fire as well as bullets
from the Indian helicopters. There were
rows of injured people.

“As 1 worked, I became aware of a
noiselikeatap dripping and I look down
1o see it was the sound of people blead-
ing to death. I remember all the young
people tom apart, old people coming in
with no legs, bodies cut in half, people
bleeding todeath, braininjuries...it was
a massacre. 1 was furious, I thought,
how dare they come here and do this to
innocent people?™

Anton explains the argument from
the Tamil point of view: “When gen-
ocide is forced upon you, if you don’t
fight back you will be wiped out. Adele
end Ihad aliberal Western education
and, although we are spiritually op-
posed to violence, we can Justify it
morally to defend freedom and our
existence.”

Adele continues: “The Indian Army
singled out the area where it knew the
leaders were. It came to know we were
in the area and saturated it with soldiers
looking for us. Everyone was asked,
‘Have you seen a white lady in the
area?’ But the people all supported us:
no one gave us away. I used to travel
around covered from head to foot.

“We would lie low during the day.
Then, at night, we would move from
house to house. Sometimes, we would
not have a house o stay in. More often
than not, we would slecp in the paddy
fields. We often went without food for
days.

“Several times we escaped death by
sheer luck. One night our house was
surrounded by the army and we climbed
the fence and hid ina field. We lay there,
holding our breath, as the torches of the
searchers sweptby us, Idon'tknow how
they missed us but they did,

"On another oceasion we were in a
house whichhad been surrounded. | was
lying under a blanket because we had
been sleeping in a field and had just
come in. We could hear the soldiers
outside the window, scarching, Iputthe
blanket over my head and told Anton:
“Tell me when they come.” 1 was ex-
pecting them to enter and’ shoot us
dead.
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( “We can’t think abﬂ?
ourselves; we only think

about what we can do for

the people. When death

comes, we're prepared for
it. In a revolutionary situ-
ation, you have to think
like that; otherwise you
will always be worrying,
panicking and mentally
unstable, The stresses
we've been through have
brought us closer togeth-
er. You can’t erase those

, 33
L bonds.

>

“Fortunately, the village people strong
supporiers-yelled to the army caplain
that they had seen us running dowr the
path, The soldiers left and we ran into a
rice field to hide. It was raining and we
had to lie in the waler with rats and
snakes. Later, the army re- tumed and
surrounded the area. We look arisk and
left the field before dawn because we
knew the helicopter would spot usin the
light. We made it back to the house and
were just drifling off to sleep when the
people stanted calling, It's the army.”

“The village women covered me in
clothing and then called us intoan alley.
They had staged themselves every 50
metres or so and called us on where the
way was clear. In that way, we escaped
the three circles of soldiers who had
surrounded the area.”

The Balasinghams escaped death
by a whisker several times as they
slipped through military nets. Then
Adele asked [or a gun and cyanide. As
she preaches sacrifice to others, she
cannot be sparing on herself: “Wecan't
think about ourselves; we only think
about what we can do for the people.
‘When death comes, we're prepared for
it. In a revolutionary situation, you have
to think like that; otherwise you will
always be worrying, panicking and
mentally unstable, The stresses we've
been through have brought us closer
together. You can'terase those bonds.™

Kanapathipilla;
Poopathy’s Fast...

continued from page 8

women Lo demonstrate their dislike
of the presence of the troops broke
up the hunger strike.

Poopathy amma, however, out-
raged by this impingement on polit-
ical frecdoms and determined to pro-
test to the world the injustice of the
war, resolved to carry on the hunger
strike to achieve her political goals.

On 19th March 1988 Poopathy
amma took up residence at Mah-
mangam Pillayar temple and com-
menced her fast. She put forward
two demands:(1)An immediate un-
conditional ceasefire between the
LTTE and the IPKF. (2)Uncondi-
tional talks between the LTTE and
the Indian government.

Thesacrifice made by Poopathy
amma is a unique phenomenon in
the history of the Tamilliberation
struggle.

It does not simply express the
angry protest of a single woman,
rather itsymbolised the collective
outrage of the entire population
against the senselessnessand irra-
tionality of the war unleashed by
Indiaonasmallnation offriendly,
innocent people who looked upon
India as their saviour, P:mp.lthy
amma’s sacrifice was a spiritual
protest against the degeneration
of India’s moral heritage and its
descent into inhuman militarism,
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International Tamil Foundation

writes to the Tamil Times

Mr.N.Sidamparapillai, Secretary General of Internation-
al Tamil F oun%‘::rﬁfn wrote on its behalf to the Tamil Times
on the 6th of November 1991. He has sent us a copy of the
letter with a request that it be published by us in view of the
Sfailure of the %am:? Times to publish the same. The letter

appears below:

Unroaming oF roon At KKS.

The LTTE has sent a message 1o

The Editor,Tamil Times.
Dear Sir,

Publications have individual characters. This is inevitable as
the publication is nothing more than the printed manifestation
of the opinions of its contributors and more particularly of its
editor. Persons of like mind will tend to subscribe to and
contribute to a publication that reflects and supports their own
opinions, In this way the character of the publication is gradu-
ally reinforced.

That this is the case is clearly evidenced by the press of the United
Kingdom. It is an open secret that newspapers such as the “Tele-
graph”, “Daily Mirror” and “Sun" have overt political biases and
agendas. When one readsarcport from oncofthese publications,one
would naturally bear in mind and would temper one’s belief in the
material published.

In this country we are fortunate that there are a very great number
of information sources, each with its own varied version of the
“truth™ and that (o a considerable extent we are in the midst of that
whichis beingreported on and so we can augment the statements of
these publications with the evidence of our own eyes and ears and

experiences.

Publicationssuch as Tamil Times and Tamil Nation do by their
very titles declare a special interest. It is their aim to inform a
readership of the events affecting Sri Lanka from a Tamil point
of view. This readership is largely but not solely taken from the
expatriate Tamil community.

Publications such as these are very few and for many provide the
only source of information concerning affairs in Sri Lanka. Thus
these publications wield considerable power. Their statements are
noteasily verificd either by reference toa plethora of other informa-
tion sources nor by personal experience of the reader. For want of any
general contradiction their statements assume the status of “facts”
and become fentile ground for careless or for deliberate disinforma-
tion.

The “Tamil Times” quotes Voltaire on its front page: “I donot
agreewitha word of what you say, but Iwill defend to death your
right to say it.”’

A news paper has the right to disseminate its opinions whether or
not we agree with them. It is arguable that a newspaper even has the
right to resort to innuendo and even falschoods in order 1o achieve
itsstrategies. Whetheror notends justify meansis a separate debate
that shall not be entered into here.

However let us assume that Tamil Times does not have a
hidden agenda. That its ambition is to publish news and com-
ment on the situation in Sri Lanka from a Tamil point of view
wit[mut resort to innuendo and falsehood. We take this oppor-
tunity to note a considerable degree of editorial carelessness in
theissue of 15th September 1991 regarding the reporting of the
aftermath of the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi.

1. Title page -“ The Final End to the Assassins “implying that one
Sivarasn and one Subha are proved assassins of Rajiv Gandhi.

2.Page 5 - “The end of the road”. An article from an unattributed
source implying that Sivarasan, Subhaand LTTE were the acknowl-

3.Pag§6 -“Whois Sivarasan “Itisstated as factan LTTE team was
mspungnbhufoﬂhe murdersofthc EPRLFleadershipas well asRajiv
Gandhi on the basis of the alleged confession of one Shanthan,

The responsibility for the murder of Rajiv Gandhi is yet to be
proved. Itiscertain that there were several parties for whom amotive
haveexistedincluding the LTTE, butitiscarelessand misleading for
you to report the culpability of individuals and thereby of the LTTE
as being proven fact.

_ l!_'the-LTT!?. involvement and guilt is proved then you should
reportitandifitisyour editorial policy condemnitbutuntil then
itdqes-not reflect well upon you to make such statements if you
are indeed as previously assumed a newspaper with no hidden
agenda of your own.

Your’ssincerely, sgd.N.Sidamparapillai, for the International
_ Tamil Foundation

the Government Agent, Jaffna that
they would permit the unloading of
food at Kankesanthurai harbour from
March 8th and also facilitate the
distribution of food in and around
the area by removing land mines
planted there.

CWC GoES ON 115 OWN

At the last General Election, the
Ceylon Workers Congress conlest-
edthe parliamentary elections on the
UNP ticket. A proposal with far
reaching political implicationsis like-
ly to come up at the annual sessions
of the CWC to be held in Nuwara
Eliya. A motion is to be presented
thatin future, CWC members should
contest parliamentary seats on its
own party ticket.

Sri LANKAN STATE BANKS
INSOLVENT

According to the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister and Finance Minister Mr.
DB Wijetunge, the two premier Sri
Lankan State Banks, the Bank of
Ceylon and the peoples Bank, were
declared insolvent. The SLFP is to
demand that a Special Presidential
Commission be appointed to inquire
intotheaffairsof the two State Banks,

SECURITY FORCES *BUTCHER’
TAMIL FISHERMEN

Four fishermen from Arumugath-
than Colony in Eravur who want
fishingon 7th March were hacked to
death by the Sri Lankan security
forces.Gandhi suspects made to con-
fess under duress

Seven LTTE suspects taken into
custody in Tamil Nadu in connec-
tion with the Rajiv Gandhi assassi-
nationcase have filed affidavits stat-
ing that all confessions made by
2em had been made under duress.

They assert that confessions werc
made by them under threats and
pressure by members of the Special
Investigation Team.

ESTATE UNIONS DEMAND TIIE
RELEASE OF CHANDRASEKARAN

A group of 16 plantation sector
trade unions have protested against
the continued detention of Mr. P.
Chandrasekaran, the leader of the
Up Country Workers’ Front. They
demand that either he be released or
brought before courts if there are
charges against him, The statement
has been signed by Dr. Ranil Ran-
apriya, the Joint Plantation Sector
Trade Union head.

Peace Posters v CoLomBo

Amidst reports and rumours of an
imminent war in Jaffna peninsula,
peace posters appeared all over Co-
lombo on 7th March proclaiming
'‘NOTO WAR’ in Sinhalese, Tamil
andEnglish. The Postersalso wamed
of a colossal refugee problem if an
all out war broke out in the peninsu-
la.

EROS WANT TO ENTER
PARLIAMENT.

Nine EROS members who con-
tested the last parliamentary elec-
tions asindependent candidates, in-
cluding their leader, Mr Edward Se-
bastiampillai to initiate necessary
steps to provide them transport to
Colombo, accommodation and se-
curity toenable them to enter parlia-
ment.

SENIOR JAFFNA PHYSICIAN SUBMITS
PEACE PROPOSALS

Dr. 8. Sivakumaran, the senior phy-
sician at the Jaffna General Hospital,
travelled to Colombo with a four
member delegation and submitted
peace proposals to the Parliamenta-
ry Select Committee. He also met
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the Chairman ofthe Select Commit-
lee, Mr. Managala Moonsinghe on
12th March 1991, but declined to
give verbal submissions to the Se-
lect Committee saying that the ai-
mospherewasnotconducive o such
submissions.

LIBERALISATION OF EXCHANGE
CONTROL FOR FOREIGN STUDY

According to the Governor of the
Sri Lankan Central Bank, Mr. HNS
Karunatilleka, exchange would be
released for all types of education
including secondary and primary
education abroad. Upto now educa-
tional allowances were granied only
for undergraduates and post gradu-
ate studies.

DEFAMATION SutT

Upali Newspapers Ltd is suing the
Lake House for Rs 70 million in
damages for the publication of two
editorialsin the “Daily Observer” of
February 6th and the “Sunday Ob-
server” of February 9th.

The plaint states that the editorials -

containallegations and imputations
which are false, malicious and de-
famatory of Upali Newspapers Lid.
Among other things they give the
reading public the impression that
Upali Newspapers [Ltd had avoided
paying tax, that it is dishonest, hyp-
ocritical and thatit’s employees are
living on ill-gotien gains.

WIJEWEERA'S FAMILY MOVED TO
MILITARY BASE

The widow and five children of the
former JVP leader, the late Rohana
Wijeweera who are said to be in the
‘protective’ custody of the Sri
Lankan army are to be transferred o
a maximum security military base.
Thedecision was made after the Gov-
emment rejecled a demand by the
London branch of the JVP to send the
‘Wijeweera family to Britain.

continued from page 7

to be able to, move between the coasts
withrelative impunity and ease, Unless
anumber of small, fast boats of the type
acquired by Sri Lanka from Israel, the
state of affairs is unlikely to change.
As forthe image of the average LTTE
militant being brainwashedkiller ready
1o die at the whims of his leaders, noth-
ing could be farther from the truth. Jaff-

al respect for the LTTE fighter, man or
woman, The LTTE did notill-treat their
prisoners. In their radio reporting lo
their superiors (which was oflen inter-
cepted by us) they were extremely accu-
rate and precise. Sadly, one wishes the
same could be said about the reports
emanating from IPKF headquarters in
Madras. Whereas the generals deluded

Need for a Balanced Assessment of the Liberation Tigers

terrorists, but with equal certainty they
are,and alwayshave been, the Sri Lankan
Tamil'sfreedom fighters.

To conclude with the basic ration-
alebehind the LTTE’s continued pres-
ence against heavy odds - and to re-
peat a point made earlier - the whole
struggle is for land. The logic behind

the LTTE's popu-

nais the most literate
partof Sri Lanka with
almost total literacy.

““ one man’s terrorist, they say is another’s freedom

larityin the Tamil
speaking partof Sri
Lanka is that they

JaffnaUniversity,he  JigHter - the logic behind the LTTE’s popularity is that e R

prime recruiting  they are frying to protect their homeland from incursions m;ﬁmﬁw Qi
E":;nlds;::; 1;1;'3: by settlers from the south, under the protection of the Sri  sider 10 be their
lowedcenterof Tamil  L-@nkan army’’ fﬁﬁi’iﬁﬁﬂ&

learning. One of the
mainreasons why the LTTE are explo-
siveexpertsis that they are all educated
and most of the explosive experis are
science graduates. The LTTE militants
understand the theory of the use of ex-
plosives and theirmeans of detonation.
Add to this their native ingenuity and
years of practice and you get the ‘mines’
that so shocked the IPKF. These in fact
were not mines at all but basically bur-
iedexplosives triggeredelectrically.

In the jungles of Vavuniya, the infan-
trymen and especially the para com-
mandos developed ahealthy profession-

themselves and the nation into believ-
ing that the L'TTE had been ‘checkmat-
ed’, the man on the ground knew better.
None listened to him. Meanwhile the
generals collected their war medals for
effectivecommand of their forces under
thestress and strain of baitle conditions:

It is not the purpose of this article to
defend or glorify the LTTE. But one
man's terrorist, they say is another's
freedom fighter, Currently, despite the
fussover the Sri Lankan army and LTTE
fighting together in 1989 10 eliminate
the TNA, the LTTE are no doubt the
Indian and the Sri Lankan governments’

from the south, un-
der the Protection of the Sri Lankan
army. This fact must be understood
for a balanced assessment of their
durability and Influence In the Sri
Lanka imbroglio. At present it ap-
pears that the only politiclan, Indian
or Sri Lankan, who understands this
realityIspresident Premadasa, possi-
bly because he does not belong to the
ruling elite class. Unfortunately, how-
ever, recempolitil:nl{Ievelopm-emsin
thatcountry donotmake it likely that
he will be in a paosition to have any
significant parleys with the LTTE for
some time to come.
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V'lcé Ch‘ar‘l-éellomf Jaffna

University to lecture in
Sweden

Professor Alagaiah Thurairajah, Vice
Chaneellor of the University of Yalp-
\panam (Jaffna) is scheduled to give a
publiclecture on *Studies and Rescarch
'University of Yalpppanam' on Friday,
April 10 at 3.15 p.m. at the Department
for the History of Religions, Uppsala
University in Sweden.

Araly citizen’s

demonstrate

Araly and ilsenvirons have been
the target of many days of bomb-
ingandshelling by the Sri Lankan
armed forces. Thecitizensof these
areas had had enough and d2m-
onstrated this in a march to the
Jaffna Kachcheri, and presented
a petition the GA Jaffna, Mr. K.
Manickavasager 1o be passed on
to President Ranasinghe Prema-

“Tamil refugees could not hopetolivein

\

N
Refu

REFUGEE'S TALE OF WOE

]

Refugeesreturning byshipfrom
Tamil Nadu to Batticaloa com-
plained that the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment had notdone anything to
alleviate their sufferings and that
they were starving as there wasno
food. They weregiven onlyasmall
amountof money when they land-
ed at Trincomalee. After that they
left us to sink or swim, they com-
plained.

ARrivaL of Tie UNHCR 1eaM

On 14th March a three member
team from the international refu-
gee agency UNHCR came from
Genevaand travelled to Thalaim-
annar, to make an on the spot
investigation and prepare a re-
port about the conditions of the
Tamil refugees who have beenre-

safetyinareasunderSinhala occupation”

Eelam Tamil activist, M.K.Eelaventhan in a statement reported in
the Indian Express, called for areview of India’s policy of returning
‘Tamil refugees to Sri Lanka at the present time. Citing the bomb blast
at Trincomalee and impendingconfrontation between the LTTE and the Sri
Lankan forces” he said that the repatriation of refugees by India could
en other states o follow suit, aggravating the problem. The refugees
‘could not hope to live in safety in the areas under Sinhala occupation, he
added. Heasked: ‘Ifthe refugees were going back on theirown accord, why
should the Tamil Nadu authorities prevent workers from talking to them.”"
IfIndiacould nothandle the burden of the re fugees, it should hand them over

l!thc UNHCR, he demanded.

' continued from back page:

‘world order and suggests that the Con-
{flict in Sri Lanka could be resolved
through a range of alternatives from
“one country two systems” o a “con-
federal union of sovereign states”.
Inits appeal dated 30th September
1991 to the Heads of Commonwealth
Governments, the Soclal Responsi-
bility and Justice Commisslon of the
Uniting Church of Australia hasstat-

- edthatasolution to the conflictin Sri
Lankacould be found either through
asystem of confederation between a

 SinhalaStateinthesouth and a Tamil
State In the north or through the
emergenceof twoindependent states.

- Inalettertothe President of the Can-
berra Tamil Association, Senator Pow-
cll of the Australian Demoerats has put

ard the view that the resolution of
conflictin Sri Lanka should involve

AFTA writes to Australian Senate.....

the“establishment of aquasi state in the
north-eastofthe country”.Mohan Ram,
the Indian authorof the book Sri Lanka:
The Fractured Island" (Penguin Books
India, 1989) concludes that “any solu-
tion to the ethnic conflict needs 1o be
radically different and have asits foun-
dationarecognition of SriLanka’sreal-
ity-that it comprises two nations”,

The views expressed above support
the Australasian Federation of Tamil
Association's position that any political
solution 1o the conflict in Sri Lanka
must be based on the reality that the
island is home to two nations and that
each of these nations are in occupation
of well defined regions of the island,

We suggest that the Department of
Foreign Affairs takes this into account
in developing its policies in relation to

Sri Lanka.
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eport

turned to Mannar and Trincoma-
lee from Tamil Nadu.

CLOSLI RE OF REFUGEE CAMP
Therefugeecampatthe Methodist
Central College, Batticaloahasbeen
closed,andrefugees fromthere have
been moved tocamps in Eravuy and

Kattankudi.
Rty s ES

because they were Tamils?

and we will listen to reason,

ikF"S FACT FINDING MISSION TO JAFFNA.
Mr P Watson, the ICRC Chief in Sri Lanka, returned to Colombe after a fact

finding mission to Jaffna. He made & personal study of the real situation in the
peninsula, He met LTTE leaders, officials of non-governmental organisalions
and administrators of the Jaffna University and discussed about and acquainied
himself first hand with the truesituation in Jaffna, He assured these leaders and
officials that he will put forward and discuss with senior government officials
the exact picture in the peninsula and the miserable plight of the Tamil people.
ICRC TAKES SEVERELY ILL PATIENTS 10 COLOMBO.
Civilians suffering from serious health problems in the Jaffna peninsula are
being taken by the [CRC o Colombo in batehes of about 80 once amonth. These
are patients who are according to the doctors at the Jaffna Hospital need urgent

medical careand could notbe treated in JafTna, Onee their medical treatment was
complete, the ICRC bring them back to Jaffna

Pray, Mr.High Commissioner...

Inarecentletter to Mr. Win Griffiths, M.P., General D.S.Attygalle,
Sri Lanka’s High Commissioner in London says: “The hysteria
aboutan impending catastrophe by an attack on the Jaffna peninsulahas
been built up by the media and they keep on continuing to do so. The
factsarequite diflerent howeverand I cannot ofcourse detail out to you
any military plans, except to state that there are two sides to every story
that comes outor allegation that is being made.”

Pray, Mr.SriLanka High Commissioner, what was the other side
to the story about the Kokkadicholai massacre where a Commis-
sion appointed by your own Government found that the Sri
Lankan Army went on a rampage and massacred civilians simply
Was that an act of state terrorism,or
did it fall into the category of ‘military plans’ that you ‘cannot,
ofcoursedetail’? And, Mr.High Commissioner was there another
side to that massacre? Please do tellus. We are a reasonable people
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Sri Lanka dreams of an easy military victory....

continued from page 6

amphibiouscomponentbecause of the
shallow sea that separates Kaytsand
Pooneryn from the mainland,

Resource constraints can ariseif there
has to be more than one large scale
amphibious operation. Unlike in Vetti-
laikerny where Tiger defences, as they
themselves acknowledged later, had to
fall in the open spaces of the region, all
areas that lie on the mainland have built
up areas near the coast. The Kerathivu -
Chavakacheri road and the Arali-Jetty-
Pommaveli road lie in open spaces but
the hinterland in both cases has dense
buildings and an intricate network of
by-lanes.

ReD Sol. rReGioN

On the other hand the north-north
western military zone lies by Jaffua's
densely populated red soil region. The
zone was substantially expanded into
the interior last year with little resist-
ance from the Tigers, up to Kurumbac-
ity and Kadduvan in the south east inte-
rior of the red-soil heartland and up to
the environs of Atchuvely and Idaikadu
on the coast towards Thondamanar,

But there are very few or no civil-
ians In this expanded military zone.
Peoplestart vacating their villagesas
soon as there Is an indication of a
major military move. The control of
territory sans its civilian population
makes the final political objective
meaningless. Hence avolding large
scale clvilian displacement while ad-
vancing against the LTTE defences
can be a problem In the hinterland of
this zone if the army is thinking in
terms ofwresting civilian controlalso
from the LTTE.

Finally, the Vallipuram-Thalaiyadi
coast is most vulnerable because of the
vasl open spaces of its hinterland.

So the LTTE which according to its
official organ expects simultancous of -
fensives through decisive points on the
Peninsula’s periphery intoits heartland,
has to distribute its troop strength, re-
sources and fire power at least among
the five points described here which lie
exposed Lo the army's three launching
zones and an amphibious assault from
the sea.,

In attempting to defend Jaffna with
their troops which donot have the cru-
cial artillery support, theynow have no
other choice but let the army decide
when, whereand how. Andthe Tigersin
these circumstances, have tohedge their
bets by dispersing troop strength,

For General Jomini this is the inevita-
blerecipe for disasterin the long history
of conventional war. But the factthatall
the anticipated points on Jaffna's pe-
riphery which can be supplied casily
from its heartland which has a highly
developed infrastructure and an intni-
cate nel work of roads and bylanes,
introduces a qualifying dimension to
Jomini's battle tested recipe.

The problem of Vallaveli’s vast open
space separating Vadamaradchi from
the rest of Jaffna has been surmounted
by the LTTE due to their setting-up of
Vadamaradchiand non- Vadamaradchi
commands for Jaffna. This means the
Tigers might have enough time to relo-
cale resources and troops to a point by
the time it becomes certain that the real
thrust is directed at that point. But if
there is a two pronged attack one sup-
plementing the other the LTTE will
have to loose some part or parts of the
Peninsula,

The most important aspect of
LTTE’s military response however
will be determined by the number of
their boys and girls, they are pre-
pared to throw into the battle or bat-
tles to defend Jaffna.

I think that there is-a definite and
decisive internal compulsion in the
LTTE tominimizecasualtiesand save
manpower as much as possible. Ac-
cording to their own statistics from
October to December last year they
have lost only 8 members but claim
to have recovered 155 weapons and
killed 256 army personnel. They now
say thatits going to be a long haul. So
this trend will be decisive.

The twin objective of defending Jaff-
na and saving up man-power: How can
they do it? The conditionality which
centrally underpins Mathaya's message
and all their public statements provides
the answer. The battle for Jaffna - the
Tigers may hope - will be defensive and
hence low on casualties but civilian

involvement and youthful emotions
roused by the “greatest of all battles™
may swell their ranks immensely. And
with that they may prepare for the long
haul.

All this will depend finally on how
many troops the govemment is pre-
pared to commit for holding operations
in the Peninsula and howmuch civilian
control can be taken from the LTTE.If
the Tigers demonstrale an ability tosus-
tain amassive fire powerin the battle for
Jaffnathe government would do well to
discard the belief that Indian action in
Tamilnadu and the Palk Strait is a suffi-
cientcondition for weakening the Tiger.

The Arul 89 which was assumed
to be out of production because of
the closure of TamilNadu supply
points, was recently fired at the
army near Mattuvilnadu in Poon-
eryn according to Eelanatham
(15.1.92) and then an Indian gov-
ernment official said thisweek that
theyhadreliable information that
alarge consignment of explosives
and ammunitions for the LTTE’s
heavy machine guns and recoil-
lessrifles had slipped through their
surveillance in the bay of Bengal
and reached Jaffna.

An anti-LTTE group close to the
military intelligence confirmed that
the Tigers have in the past few weeks
began re-using the RCL and the .50
calibre. Another anti-LTTE source
close to Delhi had reason Lo com-
plainonFriday that the Indians were
unable to touch *J" the founder and
boss of a powerful multi-national
corp inanimportant South East Asian
country who allegedly handles the
arms shipments of the LTTE. He is
said to be a close associate of ‘K.P.”
- Prabhakran’s clusive arms purchas-
er.

Therefore, if it is going to be one
long haul after the battle for Jalfna
the war will then be determined by
how much of its manpower that the
LTTE would be able to retain after
the battle and how many troops that
the government canafford touse for
holding Jaffna.

!
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The Tamil national libera-
tion struggle is not taking
place in outer space. It is
taking place on the ground
- and in the Indian region.
The political impact of
much that happens on the
Indian subcontinentisalso
Jfelt by the people of Tamil
Eelam. Though reports of
the disintegration of the
Indian Union are often
greatly exaggeraled, evenis
in the Soviet Union show
that empires do crumble, if
they do not recognise, well
in fime, the political force
of emergent nalionalisms,
and take steps lo restruc-
tureinagenuine andmean-
ingful way. And for the In-
dian Union the fimeisnow.
Unity will emerge only
when the different nations
of the Indian Union are
recognised as equals, not
when it is sought to deny
their existenice. Unity will
emerge only when New
Delhi acquires the vision
and the strength to consti-
tute a confederal common-
wealth of free and equal
nations. It will be futile for
New Delhi, Canute like, to
ordertherising tide of emer-
gent nationalism to recede.
The rising tide of Sikh na-
tionalism will not recede in
the years to come. Neither
will Kashmiri nationalism
recede. Nor will Assamese
nationalism. Nor for that
maiter will Tamil national-
ism recede in the years to
come. On the contrary,
thesenationalisms will grow
Jfromyeartoyear.The words
of Lord Avebury, in an arti-
clepublishedin the Decem-
ber 1991 issue of the Tamil
Nation, are apposite:
“There are momentous
changes beginning to take
shape all over the world,
and India cannot insulate
herself from the new dis-
pensation.”

Impeachment

of Election
Commissioner

The National Front and Left

Front in Parliament began on

March 4 the process for the im-

peachment of the Chief Election

Commissioner Mr.T.N.Seshan. A

delegation of leaders called on the
Lok Sabha Speaker and submitted a

| noticesigned by 122 MPs seeking to
move a motion for impeachment.
The notice has contended that the
Chief Election Commissioner was
motivated by ‘spite’ against the Ja-
nata Dal for having removed him
from the post of Cabinet Secretary
during the National Front Govemn-
ment. Itcharges Mr.Seshan with be-
‘ing motivated by his desire 1o create
difficultics fornon Congress(I) gov-
emments. About Tripura the no-
tice said the Chief Election Com-
mlishner condoned the relgn of
terror unleashed against the Op-

TAMIL NATION

15 April 1992

T he Indian

Mr.Madan Mohan Raoand the
Politics of the Cuckoos Nest

Mr.MadanMohan Raois concerned about the viewsexpressed by the
Tamil Nation. We donot know about Mr. MadanMohan Rao, except
ofcourse that he is the author of an article entitled ““Tigers in Tamil
Nadu: Politics of cuckoos nest’® which appeared in the Sri Lanka
government controlled Sunday Times on March 15.

The reference to the ““cuckoos nest’' was to the conference organised by
the **Viduthalai Kuyilgal’* in Madras on March 8 which wasbanned by the
Police. Mr. Mohan Rao is worried that ‘Tamil separatists have become
bolder by the day in Tamil Nadu'. He saysand we quote him:

)

‘The LTTE's mouthpiece, Tamil Nation now published from L

UK - India
Togetherness?

Britain’s relations with India will be
vital in the months ahead, not just bilat-
erally but also for India’srelations with
all Europe. Britain will preside over the
Eurpocan Community for six months
starting in mid 1992, The Tory govern-
{ ment has come around to a sympathetic

_; L, view of the problems faced by N%-w
L /. T Delhi in dealing with ‘terrorist™ vio-

g 3G TR lerice. But the Indian Government eon-
Sl - tinues to be worried about the position
Indian Foreign Secretary,

on Kashmir that might be taken by a
J.N.Dixit ataPress Conference Labour Government ifitcomes to pow-
in Washington during his re-

erin the elections scheduled for April 9.
centvisittothe US - Delhi Seeks Efforts are therefore underway to geta
Big Power Status -« Story in

new extradition treaty signed by the two
Savitiri column in page 2

countries before the British elections.
(Courtesy: India Abroad March 20)

highlights news from Indian states such as Punjab,Kashmir and Assam,
where separatist struggles are on. It repeated an anti-Indian editorial
warning of India’s disintegranion.The editorialinquestion says: ‘Though
reports of disintegration of the Indian Union areoftengreatexaggerated,
events in the Soviet Union show that empires do crumble, if they do not
recognise well in time, the political force of emergent nationalisms, and
take steps to restructure in a genuine and meaningful way. And for the
Indian Union, the time is now. Unity will emerge only when New Delhi
acquires the vision and the strength to constitute aconfederal common-
wealth of free and equal nations. It will be futile for New Delhi to order
the rising ride of emergent nationalisms to recede.Therising tide of Sikh
nationalism, will not recede in the years to come. Neither will Kashmiri
nationalism recede. Nor will Assamese nationalism. Nor for that matter,
will Tamil nationalismrecede in the years to come. On the contrary, these
nationalisms will grow from year to year. There are momenious changes
beginning to take shape all over the world and India cannot insulate
herself from the new dispensation.”

We are grateful to Mr.Rao for the extensive coverage given o our views,
though, unfortunately, he hasomitted our referencetoCanute-butperhaps
he doesnot care for King Canute and Shakespeare, More seriously, Mr. Rao
has also omitted the reference in our comment to Lord Avebury, who
incidentally is the Chairperson of the UK Parliamentary Human Rights
Group. This is what we said and continue 10 say: “The words of Lord
Avebury, in an article published in the December issue of the Tamil
Nation are apposite: ‘There are momentous ¢hanges beginning to take
shape all over the world and India cannot insulat- Rerself from the new
dispensation.””’ 1t scems that Mr.Rao does not ¢are for Lord Avebury
cither and so Mr.Rao chooses to carefully censor 1M out - no doubt, in the
true spirit of press [reedom.

Instead of screaming in fear about *separatists’ becoming bolder day by
day, Mr.Mohan Rao and his ilk will better serve the cause of Indian unity,
which they endeavour to espouse, if they wake up to the reality that
Pramatha Chaudury, the famous Bengali patriot and wriler, saw in the
1920s when he wrote in Bengali:* You have accused me of Bengali
patriotism. I feel bound to reply. If it is a crime for a Bengali to harbour
and encourage Bengali patriotismin his mind, then I am guilty. Butl ask
Yyou: what other patriotism do you expect from a Bengali writer?... If self
determination is not suited to us, then it is not suited at all to Europe. No

peaplein Europe are as different, one from another, as our people. There.
is not that much difference between England and Holland as there is
between Madras and Bengal. Even France and Germany are not that far
apart, If some of vur politicians shudder at the mention of provincial
patriotism, it is because their beliefs smack of narrow national selfish-
ness... To be united due to outside pressure and to unite through mutual
regard are not the same...”’

Letusreassure Mr.Raothat the Tamil Nation is notanti Indian. We believe
that the 1990s will demonstrate that the unity of India will not achieved by
suppressing the national aspirations of the different peoples of India. We
repeatour belief that *“unity willemerge only when New Delhi acquires
the vision and the strength to constitute a confederal commonwealth of
freeand equal nations’’ and we are confident that the coming yearswill
prove us right. If confederation is denied, separation and division are
inevitable and to say that and to believe that is not to be anti Indian.
Self-determination is not a dirty word. On the contrary, it is a word
which encapsulates the single most powerful political force of this
decade. Todeny thatis to talk about not the politics of the cuckoos nest
but about the politics of cloud cuckooland.

As for the Tamil Nation being an LTTE mouthpiece, the factthat Mr.Rao
wriles o the Sri Lankan Government controlled Sunday Times from
Madras, should not prevent him from recognising the force of the words of
our Founding Editor who today languishes in an Indian jail, for standing
up for that which he believes: “Tamil Nation is nobody's mouthpiece and
is proud of its individuality and independence. If an Indian newspaper
Supports the Palestinian cause, it does not become a PLO mouthpiece,
does it?” We repeat, Tamil Nation is nobody’s mouthpiece. It was and is
fiercely independent. Italso fearlessly supports the Tamil struggle for national
self determination. Ifall that makes the Tamil Nation a tiger, then sobe it.

‘Self Imposed’ Conditions
for World Bank Aid!

Itis reported that India will receive $600 millions from the World Bank in the
carly part of this year to continue its ¢conomic reforms. Finance Minister
Manmohan Singh said in New Delhi on March 8 that India was hopeful of
getting an additional $3 billion from the International Monetary Fund and
thatifitdid, the success of the restructuring programme would be assured. R
*'I have lined up support with the IMF, the World Bank and the Asian’ .
Development Bank. So the real question is whether we will stay the course, so
that the arrangement we have with the IMF and others will be carried out.” He
added: ** The truth is that these institutions have come to our assistance when no
oncelse was willing to lend us money. '’ Asked aboul the reported letter wrilten
by the World Bank President, Lewis Preston setting forth 25 points or conditiens
attached to the structural adjustment loan, a Bank official told the Hindu on
March 6 thatnosuchletter had been addressed o the Government. The 25 points
werearticulated by the Governmentin discussionswith the Bank in discussions

with the Bank In relation to the structural loan and not set by the Bank. (1)

“It is Khalistan or nothing”
says Sikh leader Tohra

Inan interview whilst being detained in a jail in Nadampur, Punjab, Sikh
leader Mr.Gurcharan Singh Tohra said on March 5: *“It is Khalistan or
nothing at all. All this taik of a package for Punjab is hog wash. The
Sikhs are now not struggling for Chandigarh or the river waters; they
are struggling for a separate nation.”” He added, *“Whether over lan-
guage, Chandigarh or the river waters, the Punjabi Hindu has always taken
a different line from the Sikhs. By voling a Congress(I) government into
power in Punjab in direct opposition to the stand of the Sikhs the Hindus
have pushed the Sikh massesinto the struggle for Khalistan. It wasinIndia’s
interesttocreate Khalistan asa bulfer against the Muslim world. The Indian
Government should simply follow the example of the Soviet Union and
peacefully allow the Sikhs to fulfil their dream. We have already taken
over the countryside and it wont be long before we take over the towns.
Events of the Chinese revolution, in which the people from the rural areas
surrounded the towns and took over power can also be repeated in Punjab.
The longer that Beant Singh, Punjab's Chief Minister and Delhi’s subedar
in Punjab, the stronger we will get."”

Veeramani lashes out

described as the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, or of one whowas a
serving Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi or of one who was a Congress leader,
Rajiv Gandhi, due process must prevail.

Investigation is one stage. The next stage is the charge and the indictment.
Thereafter, a court of competent jurisdiction must hear evidence and deliver
Jjudgment. The filing of an appeal by those whomay be found guilty and a hearing
of thatappeal by a higher court is yet another stage. It is only then that the accused
become convicts and arc punished. These are the safeguards of due process in any
civilisedsociety.

continued from page 3

Not all those who are taken into custody during the investigation of an of fence are
served withcharge sheets. Some who are taken in for questioning may be released
withoutan indictment, Again, even where acharge is laid before an accused persom,
anaccused may be found not guilty by the Court. Eventhose found guilty may have
that finding set aside in an appeal to the higher Court,

The Hindu Editorial does not concernitself with all these procedural ste ps which
safe guard the administration of justice. It prefers, for whatever ends it may have,
to conclude that because accusations have been made against an individual atthe
investigation stage, that individual is guilty, that the organisation to which he
belongs should be banned and that those who support that organisation are *raitors
to India’ and must be punished as such.

The Hindu is not concerned with justice, It is not concerned with the
fundamental rule thatone shall be presumed to be innocent until found guilty
by an impartial judge after inquiry according to law. It prefers instead the
language of the lynch mobs of Brahmin supremacy. It seeks to hang even
beforea charge hasbeen laid and a fair Inquirycommencedina Courtof Law,
Its actions, serve to thwart due process.
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The Emerging Multipolar World

Arms tradeand forgign [_)OIiC)T

Itisreported that the German government will disregard protests from
Chinaand allow the sale of German built warships to Talwan. France and
America are also interested in supplying the potentially big Taiwanese
demand for arms. A German Consortium headed by Howaldstwerke-
Deutche Werft reached an agreement with Talwan last year for the supply
of ten submarines and ten frigates worth DM20 billion. The (:erm:l;n
government'sfirst reaction was negative. After a personalintervention by
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, however, the governmentistaking another look.

Kohl's intervention reflects growing concern over the financial difficulties
facing German shipyards. The Taiwanese deal would give themamuchneeded
boost.If the deal goes through, Chinamay break off negotiations for the purchase
of three German built container ships but the value of this contract is nowhere
near that for the warships.

Replete with ready cash and planning tospend some $40 billion on arms
over the next decade, Taiwan is an irresistible lure to hard pressed arms
manufacturers looking for new and lucrative post cold war markets.
Taiwanis nol an easy customer however. Arms manulacturers have found that
it wants to import high technology in order to make its own equipment. There
isapparently no truth in the rumour that Taiwan wishes to buy Soviet arms. But
Taiwan does want Lo obtain the American F16. So far the Bush administration
has polilely saidno. Eventually however, the administration may yield tothe
pressure of American manufacturers and of America’s 49.8 billion trade
deficit with Taiwan last year.

On Monday March 16, President Boris Yeltsin ordered the crea-
tion of a separate Russian Ministry of Defense and named himself
acting Defense Minister, thus taking the first step towards the
establishment of a powerful Russian army. Previously Russia had
pressed for a unified command over conventional forces. Russia isnow
following a trend that became apparent shortly after the new Common-
wealth of Independent States was formed last year when Ukraine,
‘Moldaviaand Azerbaijan declared theirintention to maintain independ-
entarmies.

Reliable sourcessay thatalmost every western intelligence service
believes that confrontation in the ex-Soviet Union will come sooner
rather thanlater. They expect the breakdown of the Commonwealth
of Independent States within the next three months and fear that
serious trouble is brewing between Russia and Ukraine after the
anticipated fall from power of Boris Yeltsin. In the meantime, it
seemsthat Western governments are arguingabout tactics for short-
term palliatives. Their strategy is one of damage limitation. This
amounts toa combination of aid offers and the creation of a security
zone to prevent violence within the ex Soviet Union spreading to the
heart of Europe.

Intelligence sources say that not much can be done until Yeltsin sacks
his top bankers (some of whom have deliberately undermined the price
reforms), creates a clearly identifiable zone where strong rouble can
circulate, and joins the Intemational Monetary Fund. Ukraine recently
repudiated the Soviet debt-servicing arrangements mainly because the
Russians had seized the former empire's central reserves. Although this
has met with ostensible calm in the West, the Germans, who hold much
of the debl, are pressing the Ukrainians hard for a new repayment
schedule.

The Soviet Union’s former East European satellites are extremely
anxious, It is reported that Poland’s securily services recently warned
President Lech Walesa to expect serious fighting on his eastern borders
and that Czechoslovakia’s President Vaclav Havel hada similarmessage
for the American secretary of state, James Baker. Clearly, it has now
become amatierof urgency for Poland, Czechoslovakiaand Hungary, to
belong to a western security alliance.

The United States and Britain would ofcourse like to tie the Central
Europeans more closely to NATO. But, France and, to a lesser
degree Germany are, opposed toasimple NATOlink and prefer the
ereation of a purely European defence structure. Though Western
states have advocated the Conference on Security and Cooperation
in Europe (CSCE) as the best platform for the ‘Central- Europeans’
needs, this hasfailed to persuade anybody. Itdid little tobring peace
in Yugoslavia,

NATOhascreateda*co-operationcouncil” whichitisdeclaredisopen
to all East European states, But it is admitted privately that the council
is a facade for serious concentration on the needs of Poland, Czechoslo-
vakia and Hungary. Anyway, since the Council was created, the CSCE
has begun Lo fade. Political analysts say that everybody knows that
Poland, Czechoslovakiaand Hungary cannot, ontheir own, contribute 1o
the stability of the ex Soviet Union. Theshort term strategy seems to be
that they should form a security zone in the heart of the continent that
will seal off the rest of Europe from the expected turmoil in the
Commonwealth of Independent States, and from Russia in particular.
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Nuclear Non Profileration -
Major Plank of US Foreign
Policy in the 1990s

In 1983, Zbigniew Brzezinski, President Carter's former National Security
Adviser, wrote in hisautobiography Power and Principle: ** The combination
of democraticpressures and political unrest will generate, particularly in the
Third World, increasing unrest and violence, Moreover, itisulmost a certainty
thatan increasing number of Third World states will come to possess nuclear
weapons.. The problems confronting Washington In assuring US national
security will become increasingly complex.”” Brzezinski was perceptive and
mary political observershave noted thata major plank of US foreign policy today
is to cajole, persuade and pressure more and more to sign the non proliferation
treaty. Americaand Britain are said to be discreetly coordinating a diplomatic
campalgn against nuclear I inSouth Asiaand the former Soviet Union.
It is reporicd that at a meeting on January 19th in Kiev the capital of Ukraine,
America's undersecretary of State for international security affairs, Reginald
Bartholomew discussed both strategy and tactics with Britain’s Foreign Secretary
Douglas Hurd. It appears that there are two obstacles to the Anglo American
campaign. The first is the feeling in the non Russian republics of the Comman-
wealth that the longer that they have nuclear weapons the greater their bargaining
power for economic aid from the West and political respect from Russia. The
second obstacle is the feeling in India and Pakistan that signing the NPT will require
potentially serious military and political concessions. The Anglo American view
is thattheseobstacles willbe reduced if the West’semphasis on the NPT isseen
to be united. But President Mitterand‘s proposal to put France’s nuclear
arsenal at thedisposal ofa future unified European defence system hasthrown
a spanner in the works. France is keen on 2 common European defence because
it fears thatGermany may in the future seck tomatch its presenteconomic clout with
military power. Political analysts believe that Mitterand is looking beyond NATO
to the time when Germany will have to be dealt with by other Europeans, After all
German firms already have the knowhow to make nuclear weapons themselves.

Russia, Bulgaria, electronic
surveillance, leaked treatiesand
the stuff of modern diplomacy

Itisreportedthat Bulgariaisreverting to its historical roleas thecentre for
secret operations in the Balkans, especially by the Russians. Bulgarian
officials admit that they are unlikely to escape from the reach of Russian
spies for some time to come. This is because Russian secret services,
especially military intelligence (the former GRU) have beenrevived after
being paralysed by the collapse of the Warsaw Pact.

Infomed sources say that Bulgarians have difficulties over secret
communications.As elsewhere in Eastern Europe, the new government
inherited twosecret networks. Oneisa telephone circuit with four digit
numbers which was operated under Soviet supervision and was for the
exclusive use of top Communist leaders. Hungary closed its system
quickly and tried,to sell it to foreign banks in the country (no takers
yet). Bulgaria wants to do the but does not know where to begin.

Then there is the system of high-frequency scrambled radio communica-
tions linking Sofia to Bulgarian embassies (and ex Soviet ones) in Eastern
Europe and 10 Moscow. The Bulgarians know that Moscow can still
monitor most of their diplomatic traffic. The foreign minister, Stoyan
Ganev, knows he must make communications more secure. But he has
neither the money nor the technology to do so.

The Bulgarians are also worried about the draft “friendship” treaty thatthe
Russians recently sent them. Bulgaria successfully resisted signing sucha
treaty before the collapse of the Soviet Union. Under the new draft sent by
Russia, Bulgaria would promise not to let its territory be used for any
“hostile act” against Russia and would also preserve Russian “monuments
and culture”. The concept of ahostile act is flexible, and would be up to the
Russians to interpret. Fearing Russia’s desire to maintain its strong
influencein Sofia, the Bulgariansleaked thedraft treaty toNATOin the
hope that its members would lean on President Boris Yeltsin. Nothing
has happened.

Bulgaria's security strategy is also directly linked to the future of the
breakaway Yugoslav republic of Macedonia. Historically and ethnically it
belonged to Bulgaria. There is at present no question of Bulgaria uniting
with Macedonia. But such a step would be hugely popular in Bulgaria. On
the other hand Greece and Serbia would hate that. Greek forces have been
sent to the Macedonian border. The Serbs are said to be plotting against
Macedonia’s government’. It is reported that Greek and Serbian prime
ministers are co-operating closely.

It is reported that Bulgaria has developed a two-pronged strategy. To
counter Russian influence, itis cultivating closer relations with neighbour-
ing Ukraine, which would like to be Russia's rival. To offset Greece and
Serbia, it is befriending its old adversary and neighbour, Turkey, which is
also no friend of Greece or Serbia. In the meantime, Russia despite its
economic chaos, is reportedly listening in on all these developments!
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Ali Jinnah remarked that

—
In the 1930s, Mohamed

the demand for Pakistan
was a national question -
andthatthereforeit wasan
inter-national question.
Ever since the Thimpu talks
in 1985, the international
dimension ofthe Tamilna-
tional liberation struggle
has become increasingly
open and manifest. The
bottom line isthat Sinhala
chauvinismecannotsucceed
in its attempt to subjugate
the Tamil people without
aid and support from the
infernational community. It
is also truethat, intheend,
Tamil Eelam itself will
need to secure broadinter-
national recognition. To
address the international
frame within which the
Tamil national liberation
struggle must perforce take
shape, is therefore, nota
matter of self indulgent
luxury but a matter of
immediale, directandprac-
tical significance. Thenew
balances that are being
struck in the emerging
multipolar world are not
without relevance to the
struggle of the people of
Tamil Eelam. Again, ifthe
19505 and the 1960s were
the decades of the anticolo-
nial liberation movements,
the 1990s will prove to be
the decade of the post colo-
nial national liberation
movements. Self determi-
nationis not amerephrase.
Neither is it a dirty word.
The political force that it
generates has begunto pre-
vail over the power of
many existing state struc-

tures.

Islam rises in

Uzbekistan

Usbekistan borders on Afghan-
istan, Although Usbekistan still
looks like acommunist state, Is-
lam is on the rise, helped by pop-
ular feeling against the old Com-
munistregime whichis stillcling-
ing to power. Mosques are being
builtand renovated. Itis reported
taht there are now more than 1,000
in the republic, atleast 50 of them
in the capital, Tashkent. In some
parts of Tashkent the mosques
are so crowded on Fridays that
people have to pray in the streets
outside. Discontent with the re-
gimeis becoming widespread and
though the Islamic Renaissance
Party is banned, the youth are
rallying around it. The Imam
Khatib Sobitkhan, the IRP's ide-
alogical leader in Tashkent says:
‘Uzbekistanisan Islamic Repub-
lic. The world should not be afraid
of Islam: weare fordemocracy.”
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There is a story, probably apoc-
ryphal, about the successful mis-
sionof Svami Yivekanandato Chi-
cago in 1893. One American in-
dustrialist invited Swami to visit
his newly built meat-processing
plant. The massive plant had been
designed with a huge inlet with a
diameter of 15 ft on one extreme

“and four smaller outlets with a
diameter of 2 It on the other ex-
treme. The industrialist boasted
to Swami: “We push live cattle
into the inlet at this end and in 10
minutes, wegetcleanmeat, bones,
hide and waste material separate-
lyin the four outlets from thatend.
What do you think of this produc-
tionline?”’ Without missing a beat,
thegreat Swamidelivered thekick-
er: “That’s fine. But, if you send
back the clean meat, bones, hide
and the waste material from that
end,can youretrieve thelive cattle
af this end?”’

The overall theme of the book,
Broken Palmyra, reflects the con-
cem Swami Vivekananda had for
the live cattle in this story. In es-
sence, “What went wrong? Had we
been led by a casual acceplance of
violence as a tool to disregard the
value of all life?” (p.184).

lombo which treated the Tamil prob-
lem with derision in 1978 and sav-
agery in 1983 was shaken (o its
foundations. In time, New Delhi too
became unsure. Washington took a
keen interest. Where lesser mortals
would have chosen to call it off,
Prabhakaranpersisted.."’

2) Mahattaya: He “hadachildhood
steeped in want. He is very much a
loner and is not much of a public
man...Those who befriended him in
oldtimescan perhapsclaimahintof
loyalty that did not quite approach
friendship.”

3) Kittu: “He had dispatched tens
of (foreign) agents in his time, with-
oul giving it any more thought that
he would in deciding to have acup
of tea... Amongst his men, there were
those whoresented his lamboyance.
Butinbattle, they trusted his leader-
ship as few others was trusted™.

4) Anton Balasingam *a former Brit-
ish High Commission employee, who
later wrote a doctoral thesis on Hegel,
was a teacher of Political science at a
British polytechnic. He could also con-
verse ably on philesophical subjects,
After July 1983 he moved 10 Madras
with his Australian wife Adele 1o be

in, Arnold Toynbee, Sigmund Freud,
Eric Fromm, T.S. Elliot, Gene Sharp
and Martin Luther King Jr.

Authors also agonise about the inabil-
ity of many Tamil militant groups to
unite under one leadership. This is a
valid point and all the peace-loving
Eelam Tamils also ponder about this
disunity. Butoneshould also ask wheth-
eronly Tamils suffer from this malady.
In reality, many factions exist in the
PLO and in-fighting does occur between
the camps of Nelson Mandela and
Inkatha chief Buthelezi. Even the great
Mahatma Gandhi couldnotbring all the
freedom-fighters in India under one
wing. Once he lamented; “If we Indi-
anscouldonly spitin unison, we would
form a puddle big enough to drown
300,000 Englishmen”. And some like
Jinnah and Subhas Chandra Bose
did refuse to “spit in unison’ with
Gandhl. This being the case, I feel
that the authors have been too harsh
in their criticism on the disunity
among the Tamil rebels.

In one of their conclusions, authors
also infer: “Non violence would have
been far less costly, if the Tamils had
been voluntarily prepared to suffereven
a little of what they underwent during
the war. More importantly we would
have come out a united and strength-
ened community” (p.384).

The Broken Palmyra; The Tamil Crisis in Sri Lanka, by Rajan Hoole. Daya Somasun-
daram, K. Sritharan and Rajani Thiranaguna, The Sri Lanka Studies Institute,
Claremont, California, 1990, 464pp, Sri Lanka Rs. 200/US$ 12.00.

Onecanalsoeguate thesymbolism
of the meat-processing plant of the
Chicago industrialist to the lives of
youth who happened to be in the
Jaffna peninsula in the 1980s dec-

‘ade. All had been pushed into the

meal-processing plant (equated to
the Eelam struggle) and the products
which were delivered in the outlets
seem 1o be of diverse calegories;
some meal, some bones, some hide
and some wasle material,

In the preface, while acknowledg-
ing that they “are not professional
wrilers or historians™ authors note
that their main purpose of writing
the book was to “face the truth in all

-its nakedness, both about ourselves
-and about all those who purported to

be our saviours”.

_ The book consists of a total of 16

chaplers, excluding the concluding

sections entitled, ‘epilogue’ and
“postscript’. The first nine chapters
consisting the volume 1 of the book
provide a historical background to
the current Tamil ethnic crisisin Sri
Lanka. Of these, coverage of the
political events of the post-1983 pe-
riodis the major contribution of this
book. These include the birth and
growth of the Tamil militancy, the

‘excesses of Sinhalese military on

Tamil civilians, the Vadamarach-
‘chy Campaign of 1987, Rajiv-Jaye-
wardene Peace Accord and Indian

‘army’s entry into Eelam. The six

chapters in the volume 2 section

‘covers the Indo LTTE war and its
‘consequences, The penultimate

chapterisentitled,” A perspective on
Non-violence’. The text is supple-
mented with six useful appendices.

‘Thumb-nail character skeiches of
the LTTE Leaders, scattered in the
bookmakes somerevelational read-

. 1) Prabhakaran; ““Using unpromis-

malerial his will forged together
orce, the LTTE, which made the

full-time spokesman for the LTTE.".

Since the book is a collective endeav-
our of four academics (who held posi-
tions in the Departments of Anatomy,
Psychiatry and Mathematicsof the Uni-
versity of Jaffna), an uneven flow of the
narration in the lext could be easily
noticed. Itis amixture of chronological
summary of events and lecture noles in
psychiatry, interspersed with “sermon-
izing lo the sinners”. Also, one could
perceive a subtle sarcastic tone by the
authors about the use (and interpreted
abusc) of Hindu religious symbols by
the LTTE militants in Jaffna. It is my
opinion that this sarcastic tone ema-
nates from the “You are all sinners”
attitude taken by one author, who
“subscribes to the view that the ills of
society come from a loss of moral
commitment or a failure to obey the
voice of God™,

In the search for their “truth in all
its nakedness", authors point accus-
ing fingers on everyone for creating
“the tragicmess”In Sri Lanka; Tamil
politicalleadership from S.J.V.Chel-
vanayakam to A. Amirthalingam,
Tamil militants (all the groups which
originally identified with the Eelam
movement, including the LTTE), ex-
patriate Tamils, Tamilintelligentsia,
Sinhalese power-brokers, Sri Lankan
(Sinhalese) army, Indian politicians,
Indian army, Research and Analysis
Wing (the Indian Intelligence Serv-
fce) and last but not the least, the
Tamil society as a whole, This is like
glving equal punishment to the mass
murderer, rapist, petty thief, conart-
istand the victim!

Regarding the intellectual drought cur-
rently experienced in SriLanka, authors
staleinonesentence; “Where the use of
English has declined and wholesome
aliernativereading in the local languag-
es is hard 1o come by, opportunitics
abound for charlatans within and with-
out the universilies who can throw
around some big words and big names
from the West" (p.390). | wonderwheth-
erthe authors themselves stand accused
of “throwing around some big words
and big names from the West”. The
book is splattered with lengthy quotes
from westemn intellectuals such as Len-

This inference reveals the ignorance
or amnesia of the authors to the histori-
calrealitics of the freedom movementin
India (see Gandhi's ‘spitling in unison”
quote mentioned above) and the non-
violentcampaignsled by 8.J.V. Chelva-
nayakam fortwodecades between 1956
and 1976. Even when Chelvanayakam
led the non-violence movement, the
Tamil community could not come out
“united". Why?

Furthermore, Mahatma Gandhi him-
self had explained that violence does
have a place in Society. In the Young
India of Nov.4, 1926, Gandhi wrote,
“Taking life may be a duty. We do
destroy as much life as we think neces-
sary for sustaining our body. Thus for
food we take life, vegetable and other,
and for health we destroy mosquitoes
and the like by theuse of disinfectants,
etc,, and we do not think that we are
guilty of irreligion in doing so... for the
benefit of the species, we kill camivo-
rous beasts... Even man-slaughter may
benecessary incertain cases. Supposea
manmun amuck and goes furiously about,
sword in hand, and killing anyone that
comes in his way and no one dares (o
capture him alive. Anyone who des-
patches this lunatic will earn the grati-
mde of the community and be regarded
as a benevolent man”.

On how many pecaslons, notevena
man but the whole army had “run
amuck..and killing anyone that comes
its way” in Eelam? It scems that the
authors have tried their best not to
logically explain that the emergence of
the LTTE among Tamils after two dec-
ades of support o non-violent cam-
paigns by Chelvanayakam was due to
an adversary's army “running amuck
and killing anyone that comes its way"

Overall, I do applaud the authors for
providing an excellent chronological
synopsis of events which happened in
the Jaffna peninsula from 1983 10 1989,
This is the mostnotable contribution of
this book 1o the history of Eelam Tamils.
However, I finditdifficultio agree with
their sociological and psychological in-
terpretations relating to the develop-
ment of the Liberation Tigers.

Sachi Sri Kantha

Rupavahini  °
suspends Tamil
programme

The Tamil programmes shown
on Sri Lanka's State owned
Rupavahini from 2.00 10 3.00pm
on Sundays, 7.00 to 7.30pm on
Mondaysanda Tamil film oncea
month on Fridays have been sus-
pended. Tourism Minister S
Thondaman has lashed out at
Rupavahini for arbitrarily sus-
pending the Tamil programmes
withoutinforming the viewersor
making allernate arrangements.

Letter from Madras

Dear Editor, Let me congrat-
ulate you for the part you are
playing in our freedom strug-
gle. The world mustunderstand
the justice ofour freedom strug-
gle and your editorials and
commentaries in the Tamil
Nation serve our purpose well.
You are performing your task
against heavy odds and we feel
indebted to the Tamil Nation
for having come forward in this
hour of crisis. We wish you well
in your noble task. On the 24th
of February, the Hindu wrotea
nastyeditorial against the strug-
gle. An effective reply was giv-
en by the Dravida Kalagam
leader, Mr.Veeramani. Re-
gards, Tamil Activist, Madras

Obituary

The late Bishop Sabapathy Kulen-
dran B.A.(Lond) B.D. (Serampore) -
Minister, American Ceylon Mission,
Jaffna Council of the South India
United Church and the First Bishop
of the Jaf¥fna Diocese of the Churchof
South India passed away attheage of
91 in Vaddukodai on 16.2.92 He was
consecrated Bishop in September 1947
at St.Georges Cathedral, Madras and
installed as Bishop of the J.D.C.8.1 in
Vaddukodai. He retired in December
1970, Bishop Kulendran was arenowned
theologian and deeply spiritual. He was
very commitied to the Tamil cause and
was a supporter of the Federal Party. He
served on theindependent Commission
thatinguiredintothe 1974 incident when
several Tamils died in the stampede at
the International Tamil Conference held
in Jaffna after the Sinhala Police had
intervened to stop the proceedings. He
had an acerbic wit and a dry sense of
humour. There is an inleresting story
told abouthim by the late Bishop Laksh-
man Wickremasinghe. Following the
1977 riots, Bishop Kulendran was a
guestof Bishop Wickremasinghe. The
latterhad invited several local Sinhalese
politicians and Buddhist clergy for a
dialogue. Afterthey had held forth with
pro-Government views they mmed to
Bishop Kulendran and asked what he
and the Tamils wanted. **Just Ieave us
alone'" was his brief response. - CJ.T.

Aserviceof thanksglving for the life

and work of the late Rt Rev Sabapa-g&=,

thy Kulendran, Bishop of the JaffnaWk.

Dioceseofthe Churchof South India,
will be held at Putney Methodist
Church on Saturday, 11th April at
3pm. Guest speaker will be Rt Rev
Dr Leslie Newbiggin, former Bishop
of Madurai and later of Madras.

Doctor of Divinity , University of Jaffna

Rt. Rev. Father Anton Mathias was awarded a doctorate by the University of
jaffna for his thesis dealing with the history and development of the Cathelic
Church in the Jaffna Diocese in the late 19th and early 20th Century.

Fr. Mathias is the Director of St. Martin’s Seminary, Jaffna and is also the
Administrator of the Catholic Press, Jaffna. He is on the academic staff of the
University of Jaffna as lecturer in theology. He was educated at St. Benedict's
College, Kotahena and St. Patrick's College, Jaffna. Hecompleted his theolog-
ical studies at Propaganda College, Rome.

i Tail piece

¢...each experience in your life is a classroom...each experi-
ence is created and born of your own strength...any lesser
experience would have meant little better than nothing to
i youbecause nolesson would have been derived fromit...when
we go to kindergarten we are taught gently...when we go to
the university, we are taught in the language of the
university...the teachings of life only come to usin a way in
which we can best understand and benefit from them...and
experience is a strict instructor....start with all the experi-
ences that you feel were unjust and upsetting...discover
within your subconscious mind one memory of an injustice
or painful experience that you are still troubled by...get a
clear mental picture of the experience and the reactions it
caused you..do not analyse..simply be a witness, an
observer..look at your own past, with all its joys and sor-
rows, and fully accept that every single experience was
needed to bring you to where you are today...thus when you
have cleared your subconscious mind of them, through i
forgiveness and understanding, the greater lesson will be
learned from the experience...in this process you will begin
to unfold your inner sight..knowledge awakened from
within you is experiential knowledge, and when memorised
buildsa new intellect from deep within...when your subcon- i
scious mind has been fully reconciled to everything that has
happened in your life until now, and when you have fully
realised that everything you have gone through is nothing
less, or more, than just an experience, and that each experi-
ence is really a classroom, you will have then absorbed
within yourself all the negative reactions to all the experi-
encesofthe past and beat peace...”’- Sivaya Subramaniaswa- i

Lmi, Saiva Siddhanta Church, Hawaii.
O
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The Melbourne Mellisai Kuzhu played to packed audiences at the
Nunawading Arts Centre in Melbourne on the 7th and 8th of March.
The three hour music programme was in aid of rehabilitation of orphans in
Tamil Eelam and the net proceeds were donated to the TamilsRehabilitation
Organisation. The music programme titled ‘Innisai Malai - Nenjil
Nirainthavai’ opened with a song by ten year old Mridula
~ Subramaniam.(photo belowright) The Music Director and lead singer
was Joay Mahesh(photo above).
Theothervocalistsincluded Shanthi,
Rama Rao, Dominic, Ravi Krishna,
Raveendran, Krishna, Sarath, Nithya, [
Pushpa and Chelven. Ravichandhira §

g was on Mridangam, Apirami on the

- 'Veena, Sashi onthe Violin. Janartha-

na was on drums, Vicki on the Key

. Boards, Rohan on Base Guitar and
i Achilingam on the Tabla.

The programme was jointly

[ sponsored by the Dravida Cul-
tural Association of Victoria and
the Eelam Tamil Association of |
New South Wales. Over the years,
the Melbourne Mellisai Kuzhu has
eamed areputation asa group that
providesquality entertainment and
whichat the same time identifiesitselfwith thecanse of the people of Tamil
Eelam.The group will be playing at Sydney on the 4th of April.

o
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FOR THE WIDEST RANGE OF CLASSICAL, POPULAR &
DEVOTIONAL MUSIC FROM ALL REGIONS OF INDIA ON
COMPACT DISC

Ring or fax (03) 560 7739 for a free catalogue or
fill in and post the coupon below to Bairawvi,
P.0.Box 623, Mulgrave North, Victoria 3170
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11 Saturday

830 p.m, at Sri Murugan
Temple, London E12, to cele-
brate Sri Rama Navaml, Lava

Kusa (children of Rama & Sita),
# double act dance by Selvi
Venothini Indra Kumar & Selvi
Veshanthini Ravindran, choreo-
graphed and produced by Smt
Vijayambikal Indrakumar.
Admission Free

13 Monday
Hindu New Year
16 Thursday
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan
Birthday
17 Friday
Good Friday
Benjamin Franklin
Remembrance Day
18 Saturday
Tellipallai Kasi Vinayagar
Flag Festival
Jaffna Hindu College OBA(UK)
Cultural Evening in aid of
School Funds at 6p.m. at Acton
Town Hall, High Street, Acton,
London W3 including dance by
Selvi Venothini Indra Kumar,
Flute by A.Thayaparan and
Vocal by M.Yogeswaran
Particulars from :081 204 4623
Or 081 330 6120

19 Sunday
3.45 p.m. Easter Service L. T.C.
Putney Methodis Church
21 Tuesday
Sathoorthy Viratham
Poet Bharathidasan
Remembrance Day
23 Thursday
Sashdi Viratham
Navali Chintamani Pilayar
Flag Festival
24 Friday
Tamil Scholar
Rev G.U. Pope Birthday
25 Saturday
R.P.Sethupillai
Remembrance Day
26 Sunday
5.J.V.Chelvanayagam
Remembrance Day
27 Monday
Thirunavukarasu Nayanar
Guru Poosai
28 Tuesday
Ekathasi Viratham

May

1 Friday
May Day
4 Monday
SirMuttucumarasamy
Remembrance Day
8 Friday
Muthamizh Pulavar M. Nallatham-
by Remembrance Day
11 Monday
Suddhananda Bharathiyar Birthday
12 Tuesday
Ekathasi Viratham
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Bharatha Natyam
and ‘Pannisai

The West London Tamil school, set up in 1978 for the children of the
London Tamil Community, presented an evening of song and dance,
Natya Gana Brindham, at Acton Town Hallon Saturday, Ifi Mal:ch. It
wasa production of professional standard. The School is lucky in having on
its staff, Mrs. Vijayambikai Indrakumar, Bharata Natyam dance Lr;achcr
and choreographerof repute. She and Mrs. Paranthaman, anexperienced
musician specialising in Tamil devotional songs, alsoonthe School’s staff,
worked together, with the helpof a group of guest artistes(photo below)and
a group of students, to put together an unusual dance drama, inspired by the
compositions of the Tamil poet, saint Manikkavasagar.

Manikkavasagar's poems are usually sung in temples at dawn to wake up the
Lord. They are notusually danced. The poems can be treated chioreographically as
if they were individual ‘padams’ - a typical Bharata Natyam composition - but
whilst it is possible for a single dancer to incorporate the ten hymns in 4 recital, it
isextremely challenging tousc the songs foradance drama, which involves several
dancers with an overall story line.Vijayambikai proved to be highly imaginative.
A talented young student, Vathani Varadarajan, was cast in the role of the Tamil
poct-saint. Vathani was a key character as she was the one who brought cohesion
1o the whole. Eight different dancers in full Bharata Natya costume - each one of
a different colour - interpreted the songs: they represented the poetic soul of the
saint.

Theabhinaya was subtie and never overstated; the dancers, all profession-
ally trained, danced well together and no one outshone the others. This was
essential, as the dance drama had to have unity of execution and this wasa
credit to the choreographers skills. Young Vathani attired as an ascetic
interpreted three of the songs. Attheend of the programme, Shiva, the Lord
of Dance, had awakened and pleased with his devotee, dances the Tandava.
The pure dance portions were full of exciting footwork and daring move-
ment patterns. Vijayambikai repeatedly challenged the abilities of her
dancers and had clearly drawn as much as she could from them. It was
altogether anexhilarating group performance. Itisa credit to the West
London Tamil School and its Head, Mr.C.J.T.Thamotheram that its
students teachers and parents were able join together o stage suchan
outstanding performance. Reviewed by Dr.Alessandra Iyer,
Ph.D.(London) (Note by Interim Editor: Natya Gana Brindham has
been acclaimed by many as unusual and innovative. A fuller review by
Wimal Sockanathan will appear in our May issue.)

Deaths

o

Arangetrams
The Bharata Natya Arangtram

International Tamil

Foundation

The President, Director and Secre-
tary sincerely thank all who partici-
pated in the youth discussion on the
“Second Generation of Tamil
abroad”on March 21, all who helped
with organising the speakers, everyone
whoprovided refreshments and Mr. Ku-
maradas who made the public address
system available.We hope that what
beganon aspring equinox evening may
grow to fulilment.

International Tamil Foundation will
hold its 4th Anniversary Lunch and
Panel Discussion at 12 noon on Sun-
day 21 June . Further information
from the President (081) 567 3221 or
Secretary (0734 429467.

of Surulikka Loganathan, daughter
of Mr & Mrs Loganathan of 6 Wal-
pole Road, Colliers Wood, London,
SW19 and disciple of Vinothini
Shunmuganathan was staged, at the
Battersea Town Hall, London on
22nd March 1992.

The Miridanga Arangteram of
Ranjith, son of Mr & Mrs 5. Kan—
agasundaram took place on Sunday
29th March 4.30 pm at South Lon-
don Tamil School.

SAMBANTHAR - CHELLIAR

The marriage took place in Kuala
Lumpur on 21st March, of Matha-
vakumar, son of Mr & Mrs
A.T.Sambanthar of 3 Jalan Has-
san, 30100 Ipoh, Malaysiaand Shan-
ti, daughter of Mr & Mrs
K.V.Chelliah, formerly of Paran-
than and now of 59 Broughton St,
Kiribilli, NSW 2061, Australia.

SARVESWARAN - HiMA

The marriage took place of
Sarveswaran (son of Mr & Mrs
S$.Sinnathamby) and Hema
(daughter of the late James Ku-
maravelu and of Mrs Saraswathy
Kumaravelu) on 29th March at
London Sri Murugan Temple, East
Ham, London, E17.

CumarasamyBALASINGHAM
71 (Blue Ribbon - Jaffna), son of late
Hon.K.Balasingham, husband of
Ganesh nee Thiagarajah, father of
Lakshmi Balakrishnan (Canada),
Pria Shepherd (UK) and Arjuna
Balasingham (UK). Died afteraheart
attackon 19th March. 11 Broadlands
Drive, Waldersdale, Chatham, Kent
MES5 8HH.

Sebamanie Florence TAMB-
YRAJAH, wife of Robin Tambyra-
jah,sisterofthe lateRev.S.W. Aras-
aramnam and 5.L. Gunaratnam, moth-
erof Christine, Anton, Bertram, Wil-
son, Arthur, William, Evelyn and
Robina, died in Peterborough, aged
78 years. After teacher training at
Thurstan Road, Colombo, under dis-
tinguished cducationalists like
H.S Pereraand K. S.Arulnandhy, she
taught at Wolfendhal Girls School,
Kotaheva during which time (1942)
she married Robin, In 1958 the
whole family cameoverto England,
to live in Pumey. Manie taught in
Peckham for almost 25 year. 19
Bramall Court, Netherton, Peterbor-
ough.

Dr Selvarajah CROSETTE-
THAMBIAH, son of the late Mr &
Mrs G.Crosette-Thambiah and hus-
band of Sheila nee Aiyathurai, and
father of George, Jeel and Sushil.
145 Park Road, Colombo 5.
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AFTA writes to Australian Senate Standing Committee:

“Vicious campaign of disinformation by New Delhi
against Prabhakaran” say Sikh leaders

The Sikh Akali leaders, Mr.Gurcharan Singh Tohraand Mr. Simranjit Singh Mann, have
criticised New Delhi for its attempt to put the blame of Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination on
the LTTE leader, Prabhakaran. Speaking to the Madras Hindu in Nadampur, Punjab on
March 5, they said that the ‘vicious campaign of disinformation agfu'm't the LTTE leader
was part of the Centre’s design to crush the aspirations of minorities everywhere.’

Develop a policy which reflects the
reality thatin the Island of SriLanka
there are two nations

Mr. Ana Pararajasingham, Secretary-
of the Australasian Federation of Tamil
Associations recenlly addressed the
Australian Senate Standing Commit-
tee on Finance & Public Adminisira-
tion on Australi}s policy formulations
in relation to the conflict in the [sland
of Sri Lanka. Excerpts from its letter
follow:

**... we wish draw the attention of the
Senate Standing Committee to the fol-
lowing matters in respect of the ongo-
ing conflict in Sri Lanka between the

numerically stronger Sinhala Nation)
and the smaller Tamil Nation. We
believe these maiters o be of signifi-
cance to the Department of Foreign
Affairs in advancing Australia’s for-
eign policy interests.

The mechanism for the gathering
of reliable information in regard to
the events in the North- East of Sri
Lanka:

Given that a large proportion of the
Sri Lankan media is cither Govemn-
ment Controlled (Radio, TV and large

Government (which represents the sectionsofthe Print Media) or control-

‘There’saTigerineveryhouse’
saysJaffna GovernmentAgent

Jaffna's Govemnment Agent, K Manickavasagar who was in Colombo
mid March has urged President Premadasa to call off the major military
offensive in Jaffna because it could have severe repercussions for

After discussions with President Premadasa, Mr Manickavasagar
said there was a Tiger in every house in Jaffna and thus the military

offensive could affect most of the civilians. The only way out, he
stressed was a peaceful political solution.

Mr Mancickavasagar said he had also made representations to the
President regarding the release of 20 Tamil fishermen who were in
-military custody and the release of 68 private vehicles which were being
held at Pooneryn.

Asked whether he was not under threat as a government servant he said,
“The LTTE is also aware of my constraints and difficulties. Even the
govemmentrealises this situation. LTTE cadres meet me often on various
administrative matlers.” (Courtesy Sri Lanka Sunday Times)

- [ ]
- What is a nation? :
|
B *..States can exist without a nation, or with several | |
M nations, among their subjects; and a nation can be coter- | |
B minous with the population of one state, or be included
L ] together with other nations within one state, or be divided N
=- between several states. There were states long before i
i nations, and there are some nations that are much older
than most states which exist today. The belief that every i
i stateisanation, or that all sovereign statesare national
states, has done much to obfuscate human understand-
§ ing of political realities. A state is a legal and political g
Il organisation, with the power to require obedience and |
H loyalty from its citizens. A nation is a community of J§
B people, whose members are bound together by a sense il
B of solidarity, a common cultu re, a national i
CONSciousness...a nation exists when a significant number il
L people in a community consider themselves to forma B
nation, or behave as if they formed one. It is not necessary
B that the whole of the population should so feel, or so
@ behave, and it is not possible to lay down dogmatically a g
| minimum percentage of a population which must be so |
M affected. When a significant group holds this belief.it [ |
B possesses ‘national consciousness’.” [Py ifessor Hugh W
I Se!anv'-Wazmn.‘Naﬁons&Srates-Methuen. London1977] I
I

led by Sinhala businessmen (Most of
the independent Print Media), the
“news" reported is highly biased and
often slanted to influence the interna-
tional community in favour of the Sri
Lankan Government. In addition, the
Sri Lankan Government is known to
pursue a policy of discouraging inter-
national reporters from visiting the
war torn Tamil Homeland.

In view of the above, it is suggested
that the Senate Standing Committee
considers the establishment of a Con-
sulate in the North East of Sri Lanka
(the Tamil Homeland) to enable the
Foreign Affairs Department direct ac-
cess to information. We believe that
the establist tofaCc late in the
Tamil Homeland would also act as a
deterrent by containing the Sri Lankan
Troops from committing atrocities for
fear of exposure, It is also suggested
that in the interim period the Austral-
ian High Commission considers send-
ing its officials to the Tamil Homeland
to assess for itself the true situation at
periodical intervals.

Opening up channels of communi-
cations with the Tamil Leadership -
The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE):

According to Justice Satchi Ponnam-
balam, a judge of the Supreme Courtin
Belize and the author of “Sri Lanka:
The National Question and Tamil Lib-
eration Struggle” (Zed Books, London
1983), the conflict in Sri Lanka is
between the Tamil people whose inter-
esis are advanced, protected and de-
fended by the LTTE and the state of Sri
Lankaunderthe leadership of the Pres-
ident of the Republic, his ministers
and the armed forces employed by the
state.

Dr J Wilson of the University Of
New Brunswick and the authorof “The
Break-up of Sri Lanka" (published in
North America by University of Ha-
waii Press 1988) views the LTTE as
the “authentic spokespeople for the
Tamil people™.

The Australasian Federation of Tamil
Associations too views the LTTE as
the party representing the Tamil Na-
tion in the ongoing conflict in Sri
Lanka.

Inthelight of the above, it is suggest-
ed that the Australian Government
develops direct channels of communi-
cations with the LTTE. This should
enable the Foreign A ffairs Department
to assess for itself the issues consid-
ered to be important by the Tamil
people and assist in any resolution to
the conflict through international in-
tervention initiated by Australia.

Developing a policy which reflects
the reality that Sri Lanka Is a State
that comprises two nations:

The prestigious and influential * Asia
Week" in its editorial of 13th Septem-
ber 1991 advocates a confederal solu-
tion to the conflict in Sri Lanka by
drawing attention to the emerging new

continued on page 11
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“US should dicourage India’s
hegemonic aspirations™

The United States should discourage India’s “hegemonic aspira-
tions” in South Asia and rebuild a military relationship with
Pakistan a s a counterbalance, according to a classified top policy
guideline being prepared by the Defense Department.

A copy of the 46-page document, the first draft strategy being
prepared by the Pentagon after the cold war, was obtained by The New
York Times. The paper said in its report that the document, circulating
at the highest levels of the Pentagon for weeks, was to be released by
Defense Secrelary Dick Cheney asa guideline for the administration’s
policy in the next decade.

According to The Times report published on March 8, the document
said that the United Slates “may be faced with the question of
whether to take military steps to prevent the development or use of
weapons of mass destruction,” and makes reference to North
Korea, Iraq, Pakistan and India.

The Times quotes the document as saying that “we will seek to
prevent the further development of a nuclear arms race on the Indian
subcontinent. In this regard, we should work to have both countries,
Indiaand Pakistan, adhere to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and
to place their nuclear anergy facilities under International Atomic
Energy Agency safeguards.”

The document further says that “we should discourage Indian
hegemonic aspirations over the other states in South Asia and on
the Indian Ocean. With regard to Pakisian, a constructive US-
Pakistani military relationship will be an important element in our
stralegy to promote stable security conditions in Southwest Asia and
Central Asia.

The Times quotes the document as stating that “we should therefore
endeavour Lo rebuild our military relationship (with Pakistan) given
acceptable resolution of our nuclear concerns.”

The newspaper said that though the document is internal to the
Pentagon and is not provided to Congress, its policy statements are
developed in conjunction with the Nation Security Council and in
consultation with the President or his top national security advis-
ers. The influential newspaper said that the document was provided to
The Times by an official who believes that US post-cold war strategy
debate should be carried out in the public domain.

Indications of the thinking in the Pentagon was evident as far back as
March last year when the then Assistant Secretary of Defense for

“US may be faced with the question of whether to
take military steps to prevent the development or
use of weapons of mass destruction in North
Korea, Iraq, Pakistan and India”

International Security Affairs Henry S Rowen told a Congressional
Commitiee that “Pakistan remains of strategic importance to the
United States.”

Rowen said at the time that “Pakistan also continues to have
legitimate military requirements that well exceed what we have
provided in the past or propose to provide in the future.”

Rowen also said that Pakistan could “also contribute importantly to
our security arrangements for the Gulf,” because of Islamabad’s “long-
standing military relations with all of the Guif states.™

He warned that if Pakistan is forsaken by the US, it could become
radicalized and also develop a closer reliance on either Iran or China,
or both for its security needs.

The document, being circulated called for “a constructive us-
Pakistani military relationship” that would be “an important element”
in Washington's “strategy 1o provide stable security conditions in
SouthwcslAsiaaudCenunlAsiu."'rhedemumunt, prepared routine-
ly every two years, but the first one after the collapse of the Soviet
Union, says that America’s military mission in the post-cold war
era should be to ensure that no rival superpower is allowed to
emerge in Western Europe, Asia or the territory of the former
Soviet Union, i
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