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NEY YEAR MESSAGE, 1969

"WORK

A stranger walking down a city street was impressed by
the number of men working on a greai Stone building.
“«What ave you doing ?”’ he asked a workman. *‘Cutling

_stone” the workman answered.

The stranger queried a second workman, *‘What are you
doing 7’ “Earning five dollars a day”, the second man
‘answered shortly.

A third time the stranger pressed the question. “What
are you doing 2" The third workman straightened wp and
answered, “Building a cathedval”.

: —quoted in Ceylon Churchman

The workman building a stone cathedral, the
craftsman creating an article of beauty, the gardener
producing the enchanting flower or fruit, and the
writer clothing his immortal message in apt words,
all these find fulfilment in their labour and joy be-
sides. The desire to work and excel in it is im-
planted in the very nature of man ; his attitude to
his work is an important factor in the growth of his
personality. Why, it is ‘the work attitude’ that
makes a child’s play so interesting to him ; for ex-
ample, when he perseveres till its completion in build-
ing a bridge out of blocks. Such an attitude hasa
* bearing on later school work too. A child who under-

takes a self-imposed task begins to understand the
concept of duty.

It is because work is integral to life that it has
been enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man ‘Rights, Art, 23—the right to worlk; to free
choice of employment, to just and favourable con-
ditions of work and to equal pay for equal work;
rights which are indispensable to assureto every one
his dignity and worth asa human person. It is
Mahatma Gandhi who stressed that all rights ac-
quire their validity when exalted to daties. It is
Gandhiji's reassertion of the importance of duty as
the cementing bond of society that brings out its
organic unity; it is in the kingdom of duty that
man remains an end and not a means. The penul-
timate article of the Declaration concedes that it is
in his duties to the community that the free and full
development of man’s personality is possible.

In the Upanishad there is a dynamic concept of
life : “In the midst of activity alone wilt thou desire
to live a hundred years”. In fact, the wholehearted

“ parformance of duty is regarded as a path to god-
head : “Whatever works thou doest, consecratethem
to Brahma”. Such self-offering brings about the
kingdom of God in this world, says Rabindranath
Tagors. Thecall to be co-workers with God is
echoed in Psalm 127 : “Except the Lord build the
house, they labour in vain that build it”.

No doubt the exigencies of civilized life need
some who only ‘stand and wait’. But are there not
many, far too many, in our over-peonised offices
who fill the day with idle hours? Many too in over-
staffed departments of government who hardly fill
each hour with sixty minutes of work done? If pay
must be equal to work, it must also hold that work
must be commensurate with pay. But, what are we
to say of those who fail to deliver urgent messages
to thair fellow-citizens, or transport them to their
destinations? Refuse to give light to their homes, or
'supply water to their fields ? And, alas, threaten to
cut off their food ? And, what about that diversion
called ‘work to rule’ meaning work the least as the
rules will allow, when the ideal for all of us is indeed

— e At Ok btiter than the rules?

Awake, my countrymen. Work, work for your
‘self-fulfilment. Work not just to get equal pay for
equal work. Nor usesyour organising power to get
so much more ahead of the mass of your fellow
countrymen. Work rather to build a new society
where all men and women shall be equal in worth
and dignity. K. NESIAH.

——

IN JAFFNA ON
February 11th, 13th

& 14th

at

; Veerasingham Mandapam i

Cooperation an Integral Part of’

Social Transformation

Cooperation is an integral part of a ‘pervasive social transformation’s

contributing to

states the jintroduction to the Memorandum submitted by

Union to the Cooperative Commission.
The Memorvandum stresses that what should be emvisaged for Ceylon is much more

than the economic gains of Cooperation.
creating a ‘‘democratic socialist society’’.
making the community more of
even contribute towards the evolution of a world commun

range goals of the Movement:
Here's the full text :

De-Officialisation

India’s First Five Year Plan
defined the role of cooperation
thus: *“As it is the purpose of
the Plan to change the econo-
my of the country from an in-
dividualistic to a socially re-
gulated and cooperative basis,
its success should be judged,
among otbers, by the extent
to which it is implemented
through cooperative organisa-
tion”. In this light, it will not
be enough merely to give a
place to the cooperative sec-
tor.alongside the public and
private sectors. It is a new
conception of government that
seeks to discover the spirit of
the common life and its de-
mands and, in accordance with
it, make the will of the state
follow the will of the people,
raja-sakti respond to jana-sak-
ti. Poweris diffused among
the people in 10,000 primary
centres instead of being wield-
ed by 20 men sitting at the
centre—in Gandhiji’s pictures-
que phrase. To promote this
people’s movement, and safe-
guard its unique role in the
collective life of the nation, a
separate Ministry of Coopera-
tion (may be, combined with
Community Development) is
called for. This Ministry will
have to function in a different
way from all the other minis-
tries of government.

We may list three main tasks
for the Ministry :(—

(1) Cooperative Law. The
Ministry’s first duty would be
to frame a modern Law of Co-
operation in conformity with
the 19 6 Vienna Re-statement
of Cooperative Principles and
the background of Ceylon, and
to securs amendments to this
law from time to time in res-
ponse to cooperative opinion.
In addition to outlining co-
operative structure and prin-
ciples, the law must in parti-
cular define the duties of the
Minister, the Department and
the Cooperative Kesearch and
Planning Council and other
authorities set up underthis
law. The law may also requier
that the Minister make to Par-
liament an annual report on
these matters and on the pro-
gress of the movement.

(2) Cooperative Department.
There shall be a Registrar as

head of the Cooperative De-.

partment whose duties shall
be confined to ‘‘registration,
inspection, audit and setile-
‘ment of disputes™ (v. Report
on the Ceylon Cooperative
Movement for 1965-66 p.
D94). In the dis-charge of
these duties, the Registrar
may be assisted by Assistant
Registrars in the 22 Administ-
rative  Districts and other
offcers. Audit should be a
specialized service performed
by officers trained for the pur-
pose; but it shall be lawful
for -societies -to arrange for
independent audit, provided
these arrangements are ap-
proved by the Registrar.

(3) Advisory Councils, There
should be a statutory body
called the National Cooper-
ative Council for Research
and Planning, whose duty it
ghall be to study and advise
the Minister and the cooper-
ative organisations upon such
matters connected with co-
operation as it thinks fit, and
upon any question referred to
it by them. In particular its
duties would be:

(a) to maintain a Re-
search and Education
Centre;
to plan the strategy
of Cooperative Dev-
elopmeni for Ceylon ;
to advise on and co-
ordinate  Regional
Development Plans
drawn by Regional
Councils, and other
Cooperative  Plans
drawn by other coop-
erative bodies.

The National Cooperative
Council will be appointed by
the Minister in consultation
with the Cooperative Move-
ment and the Planning Com-
mission. Since Cooperative
Development plans will have
to be integrated in National
Development Plans, it will be
degirable for the Planning
Commission to be represented
in the Cooperative Council
and vice versa. In passing, itis
the proposed Council that
should give'thought to the dev-
‘elopment of a distinctive Co-
?perativa Architecture in Cey-
on.

Cooperative Banking
We should like the financing

(b)

©

such transformation and in turn vitalised by such social change,

the Jaffna MPCS

It could well serve as the major instrument for
It could make a substantial contribution fo
a community at the local, regional and national levels,
ity. These, it says, are the long=

and

of the cooperative movement
to be the responsibility of co-
operative banking institutions.
Seeing that cooperative bank-
ing the world over is oneof
the fastest growing sectors of
the movement, the time has
come to strengthen and re-
shape the structure here. Per~
haps an apex bank in every
province there should be ta
coordinate and ensure ade-
quate financial facilities for the
area; at the other end, the
smallest village society should
be linked with this service.
For a long time to come, how=
ever, the cooperative banks
will need large financial assiste
ance on special terms and they
will benefit by a certain degree
of inspection and control. We
think that the Central Bank of
Ceylon should, like the Re-
serve Bank of India, exercise
these functions. This would be
a more wholesome arrange-
ment than the present relation-
ship with the People’s Bank.

A phenomenal increase in
the service and the resources
of cooperative banks will be
possible if the scope of their
service is widened as in India.
Again, as in India, public ins-
titutions and local bodies
should be encouraged to depo-
git their funds in cooperative
banks. If finance is the essence
of Eolin_:y, cooperative banking
policy in a region will deter-
mine not only the development
of cooperation in the region
but its economic development
as well.

Cooperative Structure
_ If, as Gandhiji envisaged,
it is with the organic village
community that the building
(Continued on page 3)

Deadline—
January 6th

January 6th is the deadline
for written representations to
reach Mr. T. D. L, Peiris, Se-
cretary of the Cooperative
Commission.

Representations may be
madg in Sinhala, Tamil or
English. For full details,
please see the Notice in the
December 15th issue of the
Cooperator (P. 8). :
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The Wasted Years

Now that a new school year
is beginning, one’s thoughts
turn inevitably to one’s school-
days.

In our time leaving school
did not mean, as it does now,
years and years of frustration
and unemployment, applying
=ndlessly for job after job, and

‘clutching desperately at adver-
tisements in the Gazette and
newspapers. With an average
education, we could yet geta
fairly decent job. It was after
us the deluge came.

Most people when they
think of their schooldays, wax
sentimental about the Old
School Tie and the glorious
time they had pelting parer
balls at the Old Masters.
Somehow, my school career
strikes me asithe wasted years.
True enough the education we
received at school enabled us
to get jobs and to sound plau-
gible. Butis that all it was
expected to do ?

Looking back at it all, some-
how the whole thing strikes
me as one huge irrelevance.
We were stuffed with pames,
dates, facts about this, that
and the other—and for the
life of me I can’t recall a sin-
gle of those itemsnow, or
what good it did to us. Out
of all the Botany I studied, I
can only remember the words
“monocotyledons’ and ‘dicoty-

by Jay

L

ledons’. And we never made
the mistake of studying plant
life in the raw: seated at our
desks we took down copious
notes. . . .words, words words,
not things.

Throughout our school life
we led cloistered lives and
were immured in books and
notes: the real world—the
world outside—was not allow-
ed to impinge upon us, That
is how we grew up utterly ig-
norant of the history and the
geography, the life of the areas
in which we were born, lived,
moved and had our being, It
is only now when, in the
course of duty, we visit places
which we didn't know even
existed, thats we realise with a
pang what we have missed:
our education has made . us
strangers in our own land.
There is an unbridgeable gulf
between us and the people,
between us and the land. The
irony of it all is that our edu-
cation has equipped us to fit
ourselves into any foreign en-
vironment, anything but our
native setting.

I dop’t know things have
changed much, despite the na-
tional system of education.
Systems of education, suggest-
ed Dr. Ananda Coomaraswa=-
my, should be extensions of
the cultures of the people. Is
it this that we are aiming at?
1 wonder.

FIXED DEPOSITS

and 43% respectively.

interest payable will be 4%7%.

PAWN BROKING

is allowed.

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 137,
23% and 33% respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%§

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest ai the rate of 3% )
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the
of interest payable will be 47,
is a minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/~ or over.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

case of Institutions, the rate
for the month in which there

SECURITY DEPOSITS
From 1-11-1967, the rate of interess payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 31%.

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches, The rate
of interest charged is 10% and Repayment by Instalments

 Branches :
]affna——Paranthnn—-—Chunnakam-—Point Pedro

(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai— Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :
59, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.

is allowed on Savings De-

EARN AN EASY
RS, 150/~ PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Surees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs, Pillow Cases,
Towels, Door and Window Cursains.

ivaflable in lovely designs and enchanting cf{ou? at
Jaffna Go-operative Textile -

Societies Union,

10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA.

. the poorer

REAL ECONOMICS

I venture to think that the
scriptures of the world are far
safer and sounder treatises on
laws of economics than many
modern text-bocks. The qaes-
tion we are asking ourselves
isnot a new one. It was ad-
dressed to Jesus two thousand
years.ago.

St.Mark has vividly des-
cribed the scene. Jesus isin
his solemn mood, he is earn-
est. He talks of eternity. He
knows the world about him.
He is himself the great econo-
mist of his time. He succeed-
edin economizing time and
space; he transcended them.

he was sad at that saying and
went away grieved for he had
great possessions, And Jesus
looked round about and said
unto his disciples : ‘How hard-
ly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of God’.
And the disciples were aston-
ijshed at his words. But Jesus
answereth again and saith unto

them, ‘Children, how hard is
it for them that trust in riches
to enter into the Kingdom of
God. 1t is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to
enter into the Kingdom of

by MAHATMA GANDHI

It is to him at his best that
one comes running, kneels
down and asks, ‘Good Mast-
er, what shall I do that [ may
inHerit eternal life 7’ And Jesus
said unto him, ‘Why callest
thou me good? Thereis none
good but ome, that is God.
Thou knowest the command-
ments. Do not commit adul-
tery, do not kill, do not steal,

do not bear false witness, de-

fraud not, honour thy father
and mother’. He answered and
said unto him, °*Master, all
these have I observed from my
youth’. Then Jesus beholding
him loved him and said uanto
him, ‘One thing thou lackess.
Go thy way, sell fwhatever
thou hast and giveto the poor,
and thou shall have treasure
in heaven; come, take up the
Cross and follow me”. And

Kilinochchi—
" The Future
Northern Capital

There’s no doubt that Kili-
pochchi will be the future
Northern capital, declared Mr.
A, Shivasunderam, President,
South Yalpanam MPCS Uni-
on, at the Union’s seminar
held at Kilinochchi recently,

Stressing that cooperators
should sake a keen interest in
Kilinochchi’s  development,
Mr. Shivasunderam appealed
to farmers to repay their culti-
vation loans so that the Move-
ment could safeguard its re-
putation. He remarked that
cultivators had
promptly repaid their loans
while the defaulters were the
comparatively well-to-do farm-
ers. The chief snag in the
way of recovering loans, he
said, was the practice of sur-
rendering paddy without re-
ference to the Crop Register.
Deploring absentee farming, he
wanted gentlemen-farmers to
make Kilinochchi their home,

Mr. R.C.S. Cooke, Vice-
President, NDCF, emphasised
the need to develop. close ties
between the Union and its
affiliated societies. He sug-
gested that PRO’s be appoint-
ed who could visit affiliated
gocieties and find out their re-
quirements.  This would en-
able the Union to provide
service at the door, as it were.
Thus the societies would be
made to feel that the Union
was theirs. He suggested that
the'Union put upa building
of its. own, .with a hall and
rest-rooms for -its ' members,
Stressing the need to start new
industries to solve the prob-
lem of unemployment, he
suggested that the Union start
an Industrial section to cater
to the needs of the area.

God’.

There you have an eternal
rule of life stated in the noblest
words the English language
is capable of producing. But
the disciples nodded unbelief
as we do even to this day. To
him they said as we say today :
‘But look how the law fails in
practice. If we sell all and
have nothing, we shall have
nothing to eat. We must have
some money or we cannot even
be reasonably moral. So they
state their case thus: ‘And
they were astonished out of
measure saying among them-
selves,"Who thencan be saved?’
And Jesus locking upon them
saith, ‘with men it is impossi-
ble, but not with God, for
with God all things are possi-
ble’.

Then Peter began to say

unto him: ‘Lo, we have left
all, and have followed thee’,
And Jesus answered and sai
fVerily, I say unto you, there
is no man that has left house
or brethren or sisters, or father
or mother or wife or children,
or lands for my sake and the
gospels but he shall receive a
hundred-fold, now in ! this
time, houses and brethren and
sisters and mothers and chil-
dren and lands in the world to
come, eternal life. But many
that are first shall be last and
the last, first’.

You have here the result or
reward, if you prefer theterm
of following the law. I have
not taken the trouble of copy-
ing similar passages from the
other non-Hindu scriptures
and I will not insult you by
quoting, in support of the law
stated by Jesus, passages from
the writings and sayings of our
own sages—passages even
stronger if possible than the
Biblical extracts I bave drawn
your attention to. Perhaps,
the strongest of all the testi-
monies in favour of an affir-
mative answer to the ques-
tions before are the lives of
the greatest teachers of the
world. Jesus, Mohamed, Bud-
dha, Nanak, Kabir, Chaitanya,
Shankar, Dayanand, Rama-
krishna were the men who ex-
ercised an immense .influence
over, and moulded the char-
acter of thousands of men.
The world 1is richer for their
having lived init. Apd they
were all men who deliberately
embraced poverty as their lot.

—Sarvodaya

Union Wants Flour Direct from Colombo

The South Yalpanam MP
CS Union has written to the
Food Commissioner asking
for permission to obtain flour
direct from Colombo.

It has pointed out that now
it is back-freighting the flour
from Jaffna to Kilinochchi,
though Kilinochchi is situated
about 40 miles towards Colom-
bo on the Jaffna-Kandy road.
Since one of the Union’s
lorries which is nearly 10 years
old is to be sold and the other
lorry has been off the road for

over 6 months owing to an
accident, the Union is faced
with the problem of finding
private lorries to transport
flour and rice from Jaffna.

The Union feels that these
difficulties can be overcome if
itis allowed to get its flour
direct from Colombo.

The Union has pointed out
in its letter that the G.A.
Jaffna has no objection to
unions bringing flour direct
from Colombo.

25, Front Street,

For Speedy Discharge and
Safe Delivery

Jaffna District _
eo-ope’mﬁoe Harbour Setrvices

Union L.

@ STEVEDORES AGENTS
@ LANDING CONTRACTORS
® FORWARDING AGENTS

JAFFNA,

Telephone No, 590

SALES @

T’phone ;—257, Batticaloa
T’gram :—*Service”

Eastern Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Ltd,

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitivu
MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGLSON , - | e

TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SERVICE 0
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

SPARES

T’phone :—10, Nintavur
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{Continued from page 1)
of the nation from the bottom
-upwards mus¢ begin, the pri-
mary village cooperative so-
ciety could make as valid a
foundation as the grama sabha.
Where the primary society is
able to include the headsof all
the households and the elected
committee reflecistheterritorial
community without any caste
discrimination, it would be the
best ground plan on which an
erstwhile fragmented society
can rear an organic. communi-
ty. Jayaprakash Narayan has
urged a single cooperative so-
.ciety for all purposes to pre-
serve this organic unity. Ina
large city area where a single
primary society cannot hold
the entire body of citizens to-
gether, there has to be a pri-
mary group for each ward of
the city. City or village, the
test and proof that the elected
iocal committee incarnates the
.community around is when
there are no parties and deci-
sions are arrived at by consen-
sus and not by majority vote.

As Jayaprakash Narayan in
India and Madariaga in Eur-
ope have urged, in the matter
of re-structuring democracy,
secondary and tertiary socie-
ties formed by the upward
integration of cooperative so-
cieties are a means of preserv-
ing the organic unity of the
community of the larger area.
It is not by election by the
suffrage of primary members,
or individual voters, but by be-
ing chosen at a meeting of the
lower body (or its committee)
that the secondary or tertiary
gociety will continue to incar-
pate the larger community.
And so on up to the National
Federation. In passing, where
such secondary or higher so-

cieties, of their commitlees,

«co-opt competent men to serve
on their Standing Committees
or special bodies, such as a
Development Council, it would
be in accord with the spirit of
this democratic structure. Not
4he least gain in following this
pattern would be that coop-
-grative practice can make a
rich contribution to the theory
of democratic government.

Consumer Cooperation

The ICA Asian Seminar,
Nuwara Eliya (1966), stressed

the valus of a powerful con-

sumer tooperative movement

in developing countries, Cey-
lon, with a network of con-
sumer cooperatives such as
few Asian countries have, has
still to consolidate its consum-=-
er movement or lose its mo-
mentum. For, how long can
consumers’ cooperation sub-
sist not on its own internal
strength, but on props provid-
ed by the state? The struc-
wral adaptation and the stand-
ard of service, must be such
that the movement can func-
tion not only in the milieu of
the modern age but compete
effectively with powerful pri-
vate combines and state-back-
ed corporations.

The trends in structural
change elsewhere in the world

such as concentration (the
merger of small societies in
larger ones), rationalisation
(only one cooperative being
active in oneterritory), region=
alisation (the setting up of
larger societies to cover a re-
gion which forms a geographi-
cal unity) and, not least, coop-
erative super-markets located
at strategic centres are all rele-
vant to Ceylon, We dare say
that the City of Jaffna will
respond to the challenge and
may well lead with a new co-
operative pattern, perhaps the
country’s first super-market
too.

The first step would be to re-
draw the cooperative map of
the City in terms of a large
City Society with 23 branch
societies for the 23 wards of
the City, and may be with
more selling poins, The Nu-
wara Eliya Seminar envisaged
a paitern somewhat like this,
with each branch shop carry-
ing a minimum of 500 house-
holds :—

T "The primary unit of the
members’ meeting, one for
each shop, will elect dele-
gates to the central body
and also set up a local com-
mittee. The central dele-
gates’ assembly will func-
tion as the cooperative par-
liament of the city, electing
a board of directors and re-
ceiving the apnual report
and accounts. The Directors
will lay down policy, frame
the budget and make ap-
pointments; but they too
will delegate much executive
_respongibility within the po-~
licy formulated in order to

Address !

Retail Shop-at :

JAFFNA M.P.C.S, UNION LTD.

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised distributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.

15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.

| Phone ;: 8.

.‘ - SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture ‘requisites and
; 1) Building materials.
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation,

T’gram : ““Yarlanion®’,

match the quick decision-
taking by the private trade,

In the set-up that we are
contemplating the consumers’
organisation will represent
100% of the households in the
area, and by the very nature of
the case the goods will get to
the consumers and 'at prices
which they think are fair. It
therefore behoves the govern-
ment which is committed to
democratic socialism to hand
over the distribution of the
bulk of consumer goods to the
cooperative sector. If a part
of the heavy overhead costs of
running the CWE and the Mar-
keting Department is used to
assist this sector, the entire
population will benefit. Said
Shri Jagjivan Ram, Indian
Union Minister at the last Co-
operative Congress in New
Delhi :

I personally believe the
cooperative sector should
expand. The entire distri-
bution should bein the hands
of cooperatives and they
should cover the majority of
the population. As such, all
restrictive practices whether
of convenience or vested in-
terests should go.,

The structural trends in the
consumer movement have also
led to theidea of a cooperative
super-market as the shop-
ping idea of the second half
of the 20th century. The
City of Jaffna, now on the
verge of re-building her
central markets affords the
opportunity of building the
country’s first super-market.
Kamadhenu in Madras may
well serve as the model. The
Government of Ceylon should
be asked to aid the project in
the same way that the Indian
Government is sponsoring co=
operative super-markets in her
principal cities.

Indeed, we would urge ac-
cepting the principle of the
state giving capital grants
based on household strength
to all solvent consumer and
multipurpose societies to ena.
ble them to acquire land and
erect their own building in ac-
cordance with an approved
plan.

The City’s super-market
may be a project of either the
consumer movement in the
City of Jaffna or of the pro-
posed District or Regional
Consumer Union. For the
time to set up an apex organi-
sation for the region has also
come ; without it the consum-
er movement cannot come into
its own in the North, just as
it cannot have balance and
meaning anywhere in the
Island withoutsimilar apex or-
ganpisations. Along with such
national level wholesales as
the Ceylon Cooperative Con-
sumers Union, the area con-
sumers’ unions should cour-
ageously step into the fields of
both import and production,
providing the answer to the
question of the right place of
consumer interests in the eco-
nomic structure. To quote J.
A. Hough : ““The consumers’
cooperative organisation is
superior to all other forms of
organisation for the manufac-
ture and distribution of con-
sumer goods and for the provi-

.sion of consumer services”,

Why, it will be a service to
the nation if consumersunions
or producers unions, separate-
ly or jointly, pioneer new in=
dustries, creating newemploy-
ment opportunities, and possi-
bly export potential and ex-
change earnings. Such, for

example, would be the pro-

cessing of palmyrah products,

including palmyrah sugar, the

making of quality footwear,

Ehe canning of mangoes and
sh.

The accountability of the
cooperative to the consumer
should include consumer re=
search and education, and the
protection of the consumer
against the wiles of advertising
and packaging and deception
in quality and measure. Need-
less to say, its own shop win-
dow should be modern, yet
blameless in this regard.

The Cooperative Service

However lofty the vision and
dedication of voluntary leader-
ship, the Movement cannot
make the great leap forward
in Ceylon without a hard core
of gifted and trained personnel
at the higher levels of its vari-
ous full-time services, and
without too a body of em-
ployees all along the line who
share with these and the volun-
tary leaders a sense of pur-
pose and partnership. The
effectiveness of the work of
the National and Regional
Councils and their impact on
the Movement will depend on
the calibre of the research and
administrative staff working
in them. Likewise, the co-
operatives themselves can
deliver the goods only if top
executives possess adequate
know-how and the managerial
skills. And, paradozxical as it
may sound, the limited func-
tions we have suggested for
the Depariment still call for
well educated and specially
trained officers, whose “deep
familiarity with the subject
enables them to move at ease
among its concepts’’,

We have no doubt that all
these three categories of offi-
cers should normally be rec-
ruited from university gradu-
ates who have a background
of the social sciences, We
also envisage a two-way traffic
between these three ranks,
especially where senior posts
are concerned. Nor need we
exclude occasional recruitment
at higher levels from the pri-
vate sector or from the higher
rungs of the public service.
Of course, the promotion pros-
pects of those who are already
in various grades of the service
should be safeguarded, but
promotion to the higher grade
posts should be on proved
contribution, which may in-
clude executive performance,
research or publication. Train-
ing may be at regional, nation-
al arid university levels, and
selected officers shall be given
facilities to go abroad, es-
pecially to learn the know-how
of technical jobs. Some of the
training at all levels may be
by means of part-time or

sandwich courses.

The unification of the ser-
vice at the national level for
certain categories and at the
regional level for others, needs
for its coordination and man-
agement, national and region-
al bodies reflecting the Move-
ment in the respective areas.

It has also to bz borne in
mind in all this that some of
the future unofficial leader-
ship will be from erstwhile
officers, though excessive self
recruitment of this kind may
not be an unqualified gain.

Education and
Communication

We may distinguish three
objectives in cooperation as
an educational movement ;

(1) The training of cooper-
ators, both fullstime and
voluntary,

(2) Educating the larger
society areound in order to
create the milieu in which co-
operatives may thrive.

(3) Augmenting the coms=
munity’s educational and cul-
tural programme since it is
better men and women who
would also be good cooper-

ators, The extension pro-
gramme may take several
forms — libraries, lectures,

seminars, evening courses,
radio programmes, drama,
music, film shows, exhibitions
and demonstrations. Some of
these may have cooperative
overtones: for example, there
may be a cooperative radio
programme, or a good clothes
exhibition or a home science
demonstration, which will help
to raise living standards as
well as make known coopers
ative goods, Other programmes
may have nothing cooperative
about them, but are designed
to educate the community. In
a country like Ceylon there is
a special obligation to publish
bocks and periodicals, those
dealing with cooperative
themes as well as those of a
general nature.

We must not overlook the
fact that the time to build the
cooperative ideal in the minds
and hearts of citizens is when
they are young and are search-
ing for ideals by which to live.
Cooperation as part of the
social studies programme fits
in naturally into the work of
the school. But, it is the
school cooperative society
that will hold most appeal to
the young and serve as the
laboratory to test ideas, probe
their meaning and build abid-
ing attitudes. The cooperative
climate in schools can be sus-
tained only by a body of
teachers who have in their
own training been made fami-
liar with the theory and
practice of this great concept.
This in turn points to the need
for a number of social -scient-
ists among the country's
intelligentsia who have made
cooperation a field of special-
ised study and research.

Services in Eravurpattu,

Eravurpattu: M.P.C.S. Union Lid., |
Chenkaladi

We are :—Agenis of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Ltd.

s». s Ceylon Petroleum C‘;orporation.

» 1 Peopie’s Bank in Pawn Broking,
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government.

Wholesale and retail dealers in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

Phone 28 Eravur. |
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Publ{c Sittings Begin on Jan. 3rd

Public sittings of the Royal Commission on the Coopera-
tive Movement in Ceylon will open in Colombo on January
3rd and will be held in ten other centres during the next three
months in order to give widest possible opportunity for in-
terested organisations and individuals to present briefs and

give evidence.

Having in mind too the fact that cooperative societies of
one kind or another are about the most widespread institution
serving the population of Ceylon, the Commissioners will end-
eavour in the time available to meet informally with many
people in smaller towns and villages in between sittings in the

main centres,

The schedule of sittings released by the office of the Com-

mission is as follows:—

Place Date Location
Colombo 3rd to 10th January Commission Office
No. C. 82, Gregory’s
Avenue, Colombo 7.
Galle 13th & 15th January Cooperative Education
e Centre, Pettigalawatte,
Galle.
Kurunegala 20th & 22nd January Town Hall.
Batticaloa 29th January Town Hall.
Anuradhapura 5th February Town Hall.
Hingurakgoda 7th February The Cooperative
Cinema.
Jaffna 11th, 13th & 14th
_ February Veerasingham Hall.
Ratpapura ‘8th March Town Hall.
Kandy 13th, 15th & 17th Multi-purpose Union’s
March Hall.
Bandarawela 28th March Town Hall.
Trincomalee 7th April Town Hall,

In addition to the above sittings there will be in camera
hearings, cither on request of persons wishing to give evidence
or on request of the Commissioners, when it is considered
advisable that certain evidence not be given in public.

All facets of the Movement are expected to be heard from :
government officials, officers in local societies, rank and file
members, employees, and leaders in the regional and apex

organizations.

The present Royal Commission represents the first full-
scale examination of Ceylon’s Cooperative Movement since
it started almost sixty years ago. Of the Asian countrics, only
Japan and India have older cooperative movements.

" The five-man Commission,

which began its work in

October, is made up of a Canadian, Dr. A, F, Laidlaw, who
serves as Chairman ; an Indian, Mr. S. S. Puri, who is a pro-
minent cooperator and member of the Planning Commission
of India; and three Ceylonese prominent in the public and
business life of the nation: Messrs. K. Alvapillai, R. H. de

Mel and T. B. Panabokke.

— Press Release

Only MPCS Can Raise
Living Standards

The multipurpose coopera-
tive society is the only institu-
tion which can help to raise
the standards of the people,
declared Mr. P. L. Patrick,
DRO Vali North, speaking at
the 1st annual general meeting
of the Myliddy East Vinayagar
MPCS. He stressed that only
people interested in the wel-
fare of the community should
find piaces in the Committee.
He appealed to the farmers to
make full use of the agricul-
tural loans so that the area
would be self-sufficient,

Mr. V. Ponnambalam, Pre-
sident Alaveddi MPCS advised
them to take steps to make
their Society truly multipur-
pose. By extending their acu=
vities they could benefit the
members. He urged members
to have nothing to do with
private traders but instead be
wholly loyal to Ehe Society.

Mr. M. Ganapathipillai,
Hony.Treasurer NDCF, stress-
ed that thesuccess of a society
depended on the proper and
prompt maintenance of ac-
counts. He urged members to
meet as often as possible, at
least once in 3 months. This
would enable them to geito
know each other better. He
appealed to them to be united

and work for the progress of
their institution.

Mr. P. Coomaraswamy, AC
CD Jaffna West wanted mem-
bers to take a. keener interest
in the activities of the society.
They should takesteps to see
that their society was run eco-
nomically and satisfied their
needs. He pointed out that it
was the Committee’s responsi-
bility to see that the accounts
were properly maintained.
Pointing out that it was not
necessary to run a society only
to distribute the rice rations,
he appealed to members to
realise to whom the society
belonged and be completely
loyal to it.

The Agricultural Ipstructor
forecast that potato cultiva-
tion in the area would be an
even greater success this time.
He urged cultivators not to
sell their seed potatoes in the
black market but instead plant
them.

Mr. P. Sittampalam of the
Insurance Corporation out-
lined the bepefits of a joint
insurance scheme for farmers.

The Statement of Accounts
shows that the society has
made a net profit of Rs. 3,396/
11 cts. -

‘ National Seminar on
““Cooperative Member Education”

1. The National Agricultural
Cooperative  Federation of
Korea, in collaboration with
the ICA Regional Office and
Education Centre for South-
East Asia, organised a Na-
tional Seminar on “Coopera-
tive Member Education.” The
seminar

cation Federation from Sep-
tember 9 to 23, 1968. Persons
concerned with cooperative
member education in different
cooperative organisations in
Korea attended the seminar.
There were 34 delegates. The
NACF played host to the
seminar., From ICA Regional
Office and Education Centre
Dr. Dharm Vir, Deputy Dir-
ector, Mrs. D. Cruz, Woman
Asgistant; and on the invita-
tion of the Regional Centre
Prof- N. Kunitomo of the
Cooperative College of |apan,
participated in the seminar.

On behalf of the NACF, its
Vice President, Dr. Nam Kyu
Chung, welcomed the delegates
and the ICA resource persons,
in the inaugural session ot the
seminar.

The objectives of the semi-
nar were;

A, To review the Member
Education Programme in
Korea.

B. To discuss the main pro-
blems and  to suggest
ways and means of im-
proving cooperative mem-=
ber education program-
mes in the country-

C.To evolve a more effective
plan of Member Educa-
- tion in Korea.

Some of the important con-
clusions arrived at the seminar
are as follows;—

1. The wire communication
system, correspondence course
method, case studies of model

was held in Seoul,.-
Republic of Korea in the Edu--

societies combined with study
circle method are effective
ways of cooperative education.
2. It is important to have
adequate funds and well plan-
ned organisational structure to
experiment with the wire-com-
monication system, corres-
pondence course method especi-
ally for education of coopera=-
tive personoel and study circle
method for educaticg mem-
bers.

3. The semipar considered the
study circle method is most
important and effective for
education of farmer members
of local cooperatives, The
method will also help foster-

4ng of leadership qualities in

the members of local coopera-
tives.

4. The seminar discussed the
importance of audio-visual aids
in member education. It con-
sidered films as the most effec=
tive medium. On the question
of international cooperation in
the exchapge of audig-visual
aids, the seminar suggested
that the International Coop-
erative Alliance should act as
an intermediary.

5. Theseminarsuggestedthat
Education Committees should
be formed by the Gun Agri-
cultural Cooperative Societies
to guide member education
activities and to coordinate
these activities with local
development programmes.

6. The seminar also suggest-
ed that a vigorous effort shonld
be made to bring about close
coordination among coopera-
tive education agencies and
cooperative organisations. It
was proposed that an adhoc
committee on cooperative edu-
cation may be formed at the
national level, with a represen-

tative from NACF as its
Member-Secretary.
; —ICA Press Relecse

VISIT OF JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

Shri Jayaprakash Narayan and Smt, Narayan will visit
Ceylon as the guests of the National Committee for Gandhi
Centenary during January, 1969. They will be in Jaffna on
the 9th and 10th of January. The local Programme is being
arranged by the District Centenary Committee. The great
Gandhian and socialist leader of India is expecied to ad-
dress a Public Meeting in the Cooperative Federation’s
Veerasingham Hall on the 9th at 4 p.m.

Revival And

Reorganisation—
Chief Activities

Revival and reorganisation
of weak societies and arrange-
ments to provide educational
services to all types of socie-
ties, have been the chief acti-
vities of the Pandaterruppu—
Manipay Coop Credit Socie-
ties’ Supervising Union, said
Mr. S.- Candiah, President of
the Union, at its annual gener-
al meeting held at the Matha-
gal Centre MPCS Hall.

He pointed out that arrange-
ments should be made to en-
rol all types of societies as
members : the Union should
serve as a development orga-
nisation providing legal assist-
ance, member education and
publicity. It should also, he
said, carry out rectification
work and obtain financial and
other assistance for societies
to enable them to function as
viable economic units.

The following were elected -

office-bearers : Messrs. S.Can-
diah (President), W. G. An-

Students Get Textiles
Cheap

The Society is supplying
textiles and school require-
ments cheap to students, stated
the Secretary of the Ilavalai
Holy Family Convent Cooper-
ative Store, in the course of
the Report read out at the
21st annual general meecting
of the Society.

The Society has made a
profit of Rs. 1,111/35 cts.

The general body decided
that the Society should rent
out a room, as the present
premises were not spacious
enough.

‘The ACCD Jaffna West,
Mr. P. Coomaraswamy was
present at the meeting.

nappah (Viee-President), C. R.
Salacious (Homy. Secretary)
and T. Sinnathamby (Hony.
Treasurer). -

Printed by Nicholas James at St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, Main
. treet, Jaftna and published by the Northern Division Co-operative:
Pedesation Ltd., No. 12 & 14, Kankesan hurai Road, Jaffaa.

‘If. You Value Your

Independence,
Save’

If you value your indepen-
dence, save: this was the ad-
vice given by Mr. S. Candiah,
Hony Secretary, NUDCF, to
the members of the Panda-
terruppu—Manipay Coop
Credit Union at the seminar
held at the Mathagal Centre
MPCS.

Mr. Candiah pointed out
that there was a close connect-
ion between Cooperation and
Savings, Every type of so-
ciety, he said, should make an
attempt to build up its savings:
this was the only way to pre-
serve the independence of the
Movement.

Mr. M. Ganapathipillai,
Hony. Treasurer, NDCEF, also-
stressed the need for and the-
value of Savings. Since we
joined the Movement to better
our economic prospects, it was-
nothing but natural that we
should save, he said.

Mr. R.C.S. Cooke, Vice-
President, NDCF, urged co-
operators to vehemently op-
pose any attempt to wipe ous
credit societies. Credit So-
cieties, he said, were the purest
form of cooperation and the
backbone of the Movement
in Ceylon.

Mr. P. Selvaretnam, Admi-
nistrative Secretary, NDCEF,

explained the significance of

Cooperation
set-up.

in the villages
TS T
Censumer
Cooperation
Handicapped

Consumer Cooperation im
Ceylon is facing severe handi-
caps, said Mr, A.J. Raja
Thuraisingham, President,
Jaffna MPCS Union, addres-
ging a seminar of the Jaffna
MPCS Union. He pointed:
out that unless these road-
blocks were removed, Consu-
mer Cooperation could not
make satisfactory progress.

Mr. K. Nesiah said he look-
ed forward to the establish-
ment of a sarvodaya society
in Ceylon through the Coop-
erative Movement. Jince Co-
operation was esseatially a
People’s Movement, a parallel
government, as it were,
through it jana sakti could be.
made to prevail.

Stressing the need for plan-
ning and research in the co-
operative sector, Mr. Nesiah
stated that the days of the
amateur were gone. Volunt--
ary cooperators should be as-
sisted by technically qualified:
personnel,

He emphasised that the co-
operative structure should be
streamlined. There should be
only one cooperative society
in every village: this would
help to build up the organic
society. He wanted the co-
operative map of Jaffna city
to be redrawn so that after
integration a single society,
with several branches, could
be set up. This society could

. establish a cooperative super—

market in Jaffna. Mr. Nesiah
also wanted the local Move-
ment to process local produce

and tap the natural resources

of the area,

1-1-1969
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