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COMMENTARY

REPORT ON THE COOPERATIVE
MOVEMENT FOR 1966-67

The last issue of the Cooperator carried some
comments made by the Commissioner of Coopera-
tive Development in his Report for 1966-67. It is
appropriate that what was once called the Adminis-
tration Report of the Registrar of Cooperative So-
ctettes should now be titled Report on the Ceylon
Cooperative Movemeni. 1t is also understandable
that, say, compared with Mr. W, K. H. Campbell’s
repott of forty years ago, the statistical tables should
now occupy much more space in the report than the
commentary, taking the commentary in each of the
three languages separately. The latter looks too
brief for a commentary, too long as annotations on
the progress statistics. The fact is that the Registrar
then laid down the policy for the movement and
commented on it ; now, though the Department has
the added function of Cooperative Development and
the Registrar carries the added designation of Com-
. missioner of Cooperative Development, there is a

Minister to lay down policy. Indeed, it is a grave
anomaly in independent Ceylon that the report which
should be that of the Minister to Parliament should
bear the colonial imprint of a departmental head’s
report. Perhaps, the time should not be far off when
the Minister but presents to Parliament a report
prepared by a Cooperative Council. :

The purpose of a report like this is partly asa
record for the future; it is the year’s diary for the
use of the historian. But primarily, it is 2 working
paper put at the disposal of parliament and people,
and the cooperative movement in particular, to pro-
mote discussion of such a nation-building force as
cooperation.

It may be well worth having a fresh look at
what should be included in this report and the form
of its arrangement. A study team, or perhaps the
Cooperative Commission itself, should be able to
sift the grain from the chaff and suggest a pattern
for a report that would serve its purpose. There is
much to be said for reverting to the earlier practice
of assessing the progress of the movement region-
wise. The cooperative leaders of an area will be
spurred to action by knowing how they measure up,
may be by the national or international yardstick,
rather than by vaguely contemplating the nation’s
progress or for that matter mankind’s progress in
general.

It is worth considering whether we should not
have two kinds of reports—an annual report con-
sisting of essential comparative statistics, with an
explanatory introduction ; a friennial or quinguen-
nial report, reviewing developments and policy. We
base this suggestion on the practice in England in
the sphere of higher education. The Returns from
Universities for each academic year, consisting of
comparative statistics, with introductory and expla-
natory notes, are compiled by the University Grants
Committee and presented to Parliament by the
Minister. For every quinquennium, the U. G. C.
makes available a major report on University Dev-
elopment, making a number of recommendations.

What we should be after is that reports on the
cooperative movement should be readable, that they
should be widely used in seminars as part of the
process of cooperative discussion in the country.
The triennial or quinquennial report on Coopera-
tive Development should be such a document as
would appeal not only to the country’s cooperators
but to social scientists here and abroad. Thereis a
case for the latter document being published (separ-
ately) in all the three languages—Sinhala, Tamil
and English. It may perhaps be enough if the

“annual report is Sinhala-Tamil bilingual.

Federation Urges Separate
Ministry for Cooperation

The Northern Division Cooperative Federation has urged—.in. its Memoran-
dum to the Royal Commission on the Cooperative Movement in C.eylon—-that
there should be a separate Ministry for Cooperation and Community Develo!)-
ment. It has aiso recommended that the cooperative sector be inc_orpc:ra.t_ed in
the national plan so that it can play a more vital role in the economic h.f'e of
the country, and that there be a separate Planning and Research (..“,ounml for
the Cooperative Movement : this Council will comprise mpregen_ta:twes of the
Planning Commission, the Cooperative Movement and the Ministry of Go-

operation. -

The Memorandum goes on to say that these measures, if
implemented, will ““enable the Cooperative Movement in Ceylon

to play a greater role in national development than at present,

helping to raise the standard of living of the peasants and the
rural masses’.

Some of the other recom-

mendations the Federation has
made are:

® Fifty per cent of the shares

of the CWE should be own~
ed by cooperatives and at
least 50 per cent of the Di-
rectorate should be repre-
sentatives of the coop-
erative sector.

The CWE’s present retail
points should wherever
possible, be handed overto
MPCS Unions without
making it a condition that
the present staff be absorb-
ed by them, or closed
down.

Regional Consumers Uni-
ons be set up at District
Level to undertake whole-
sale distribution, with the
right of importing specific
requirements of consumer
commodities ; theycan also
undertake inter - district
trade.

All shares of the People’s
Bank should be owned by
the Cooperative Movement
and the majority of the
Board of Directors should
be representatives of the
Movement.

There should be two dis-
tinct and independent sec-
tions of the People’s Bank
—one to finance the Coop-
erative Movement and the
other to do commercial
banking.

While economically weak
societies may be integrated
to form viable units, there
should be no general policy
of amalgamation, as it
would be detrimental to the
spirit of the Movement,
Moreover there should be
no compulsion or pressure.

Maultipurpose societies and
single - purpose  societies
should continue to co-
exist but borrowing
should be confined to
one source. There should
be coordination between
credit societies and multi-
purpose gocieties in the
matter of granting and re-~
covering loans.

Industrial societies should
function under the RCS,
with RD officials confining

themselves to giving tech-
nical advice but having no
hand in the management.
The textile “centres that
were opened in the elector-
ates should not be register-
ed as independent societies
but be attached to multi-
purpose socieres,

Cooperation should be in-
cluded as a subject in the
curriculum of secondary
schiools and higher educa~
tional institutions.

The responsibility for Co-
operative Education should
devolve on the Movement
itself.

The Jaffna Cooperative
Training School should be
developed as the Centre of
Research and Education in
the Tamil medium.

The Cooperative Depart-
ment should be made a

. closed dept.

The post of CCD should
be abolished and the Dept.
should be headed by the
Registrar of Cooperative
Societies. There should be
an executive at Senior Asst.
Secretary’s level under the
Ministry of Cooperation to
coordinate the national
development work to be
undertaken by the coop-
erative sector.

The Registrar’s functions
should be limited to regis-
tration, liquidation, inter-
pretation of by-laws, ap-
proval of MCL, audit, ins-
pection and arbitration.

Supervision - and develop-
ment work should be taken
away from the Cooperative
Dept, and entrusted to the
Movement itself to be im-
plemented through the res-
peciive District Unions.

The functions of the Dept.
should be decentralised ef-
fectively so as to obviate
bureaucratic control from
the top and to cut through
red tape.

The District Unions should
set up a Central Body at
District level to° regulate
appointments and to lay
down terms and conditions
of service of cooperative
employees. However ap-

pointments of employees
should continue to bein
the hands of the respective
committees.

@ Cooperatives should be ex-

empted from the Industrial
Disputes Act. The Central
Body at District level
should be empowered to
adjudicate when disputes
arige : if either party is dis-
satisfied with the deci-
sion, it could appeal to the
ordinary courts of law in
the land.

@ The Ministry of Cooperas

tion should in consultatiom
with the Movement, frame
a modern Cooperative Or-
dinarnce in keeping with the
basic principles of Coop-
eration and the needs of
the times,

@ If and when supersession

is necessary, the manage-
ment of the society con-
cerned should be entrusied
to its secondary union ;
guch supersession should
be at the specific request of
the general membership of
the saciety.

@ The MPCS by-laws should

be amended to make the
Movement truly democra-
tic.

® Cooperatives should be ex-

empted from the Business
Turnover Tax.

@ The presentstructure of the

Cooperative Federation of
Ceylon should not be
changed but larger District
Unions should have greater
representation in the Fe-
deration in proportion io
their membership.

® Serious thought should be

given to the question of the
regionalisation of the
Movement itself.

Education Shonld Precede
Registration

Cooperative Education
should precede registration
of the society and for this
purpose a reasonable period
for training and testing (at
least 6 months) is essential.

This is the view expressed
by the Cooperative De-
partment in reply to a Ques-
tionpaire issued by the Co-
operative Commission. It
stresses that a new society
should be registered only if
the feasibility repory certi-
fies that it will be a viable
economic unit and its
chances of survival are good.
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Powellism

The immigration policy of
Tory M.P. Enoch Powell is
an evil influence om society,
Canon Collins, Precentor of
St. Paul’s Cathedral said, while
speaking to a mixed Church

congregation in London, Can-

on Collins is one of the most
vociferous critics of discrimi-
nation in any form, particular-
Iy racial. A highly respected
Canon for his very considered
and forthright positive Christ-
ian views.

He further said shat, ““Clear-
ly Mr. Powell is one of those
Christians who supposes that
religion and politics ought not
to have anything to do with
each other”. ‘“'As a Chrisiian
myself, I cannot see how any
other Christian can so under-
stand the very nature of the
faith he professes”. Canon
Collins went on: “‘I guestion
the whole racialist outlock
that is now associated, unfor-
tunately, with his name—be-
cause I think it is an evil in-
fluence on the society of Bri-
tain”.

Mr. Powell’s views, the Can-
on said, are “a serious hin-
drance to the development of
a just and happy relationship
among the people of this land
and elsewhere and a grave
threat to world peace”.

Powellism is a canker on the
body politic of British society.
It is true that there is a very
vociférous intéllectual minori=
ty, particularly student body,
which is definitely Anti-Pow-
ell in racial policies; also the
British Press, daily papers
withous a single exception,
wrote editorialson a particular
day challenging the philosophy
of Powell’s racizlism ; but the
fact remains that in an unoffi-
cial census taken, it was re-
vealed that 75—70% of the peo-
ple of the couniry are either
with Powell or neutral on this
jssue. Neutrality is nos less
than confirmation. The Par=-
liament as a body, both La-
bour and Tories,took Mr.Pow-
ell to task.

Powell sugpested that there
should be repatriation of the
so-called immigrants and he
said that Britain could follow
the example of Ceylon—he
meant the Indo-Ceylon pact
signed during Mr. Shastri’s
time. It is really sad that
Ceylon has been quoted for a
negative philosophy such as
discrimination. The ‘coloured’
people of Britain, a very un-
desirable term at that, is about
5 million out of a total popu-
lation of 55 million. Of the
5 million, one million are stu-
dents who are here, who are
actually spending money from
their own countries; of the
balance, one million are tem=-
porary residents; the others
earn their living in this coun-
try helping to develop the eco-
nomy of this country; they
are not by any means parasi-
tic. Countries which have been
built on parasitic traditions are
now starting to suggest that
people are trying to be parasi-
tic on them.

21-12-68.

Commonwealth
Conference

Twenty four heads of gov-
ernment and four deputies are
assembling in London for the
Sixteenth Commonwealth
Prime Ministers’ meeting. The
Conference opens t0-morrow,

For nine of the leaders, this is
their first meeting and five
head governments which have
joined the Commonwealth
since the last meeting in Sept-
ember 1966.

Papers report here that Cey-
lon poised for a breakthrough
on its crucial agricultural and
industrial fronts, attaches
great importance to the Con-
ference, especially the world
economic and political review.
For Ceylon, they say that
Rhodesia is expected to be the
most important issue but not
to the extent of eclipsing other
questions. Ceylon is among
the countries in the Afro-Asi-
an group that would advocate
the use of force to end the
rebel regime and enforce
‘legal majority rule’.

Ceylon is also expected to
discuss the question of Bris
tain’s proposed entry into the
Common Market and theesta-
blishment of a Commonwealth
Information Centre. -

India, it is suggested, would
exact assurances on the future
pattern  of Commonwealth
Trade, Italso would putin
a great deal of spade work to
gncourage new regional econo-
mic alliances in South East
Asia, India would say that
economic consolidation is the
onlyjanswer tapolitical unrest.

Trudeau, the Canadian
Prime Minister has impressed
upon the British Prime Min-
ister in a pre-Conference meet-
ing that Majority rule in Rho-
desia is the only legal rule.
6-1-69.

Two thirds of the 28 Gov-
ernments represented  at the
Commonwealth Prime Minist-
ers’ Conference indicated at
the opening session at Marl-
berough house today that they
do not want to joinin detailed
examination of immigration
problems. The Prime Min-
isters agreed to have immigra-
tion wrangled over by a group
of o'Lcials before they discuss
the subjects next week. Some
countries perhaps recognized
that their countries themselves

have stringent immigration
controls,
Kenya, Uganda and Zambia

are ready for a quarrel with
Britain and India : the nations
which they want to take up-
wards of 60,000 Asians with
British passports who are now
likely to be thrown out of
their jobs in these three coun-
tries. 1gis felt that the Bri-
tish Government will request
the East African Gevis. not to
be hasty in #his regard.

Mr. Wilson presided over
this biggest ever Common-
wealth Conference. Canada’s
Prime Minister Mr, Pierre
Trudeau offered to accept more
immigrants

The Conference where lead-
ers of more than one-quarter
of the world’s population are
deliberating, appeared to have
got off to a fairly harmonious
start.

Mr. Stewart, the Foreign
and Commonwealth Secretary,
spoke on the international
situation for twenty min-
utes. The Uganda delega-
tion wanted a full rehearsal
debate on Nigeria, It was
rumoured at the Conference
that attempts would be made
to make the Nigerian repres-
entatives and Biafran envoys
now in London meet. 1f this
would bear fruit, it would be
a victory for world conscicnce.

Tanzana’s President Nyre-
rere is as bitter as ever about
Mr, Wilson’s handling of the
Rhodesian situation.

For several hours today
there was continuous demons-
tration around Marlborough
house by about twelve groups
sometimes very divergent
groups. They were there to
right the wrongs not only of
Britain but of other Common-
wealth Governments too. Sev-
eral bus loads of policemen
were held in reserve,

Chief Jonathan of Lesotha,
is one of the pew comers to the
Conference. Mr, Dudley Se-
nanayake, the Prime Minister
of Ceylon, while not dismiss-
ing the Rhodesian controversy,
made the point that in the
comity of Commonwealth Na-
tions, the question of having
rich and poor nations should
not be overshadowed.

7-1-69.

Raising the Age

Raising the school leaving
ageis a highly desirable reform
that has to be delaysd by the
British Government for eco-
nomic reasons.

Originally the Government
named 1970 as target date for
raising the leaving age from
fifteen to sixteen. That date
had to be abandoned. It was
a casnalty of last year’secono-
mic crisis and it had to be de-
ferred by two years.

The Government has now
confirmed that September 1972
is still their revised date for
making this important change.
No iarget date can be sacro-
sanct-when Britain is still in
the middle of an economic
battle and when there are so
many competing demands on
national resources. But the
Government is right to re-
affirm its determination to
plan ahead for school reforms
in 1972. They are realistic in
re-emphasising the target date
well in advance so that the
planning for exira buildings
and extra teachers can begin
right away.

A strong argument for mak-
ing the change in 1972 is that
more and more children are
already voluntarily staying on
at State secondary schools
after the present statutory
leaving age of fifteen.

In 1957, about 32 per cent
stayed on at school after age
fifteen. The 1967 figures show
that more than 46 per cent are
now still at school at age fif-
teen plus. The school system
has already had to expand to
meet this growing demand for
an extra year at school.” Rais-
ing the leaving age by law will
complete a splendid reform
thas has already started,

In the probable future con.
ditions of fast technological
change men and women in
employment will be called on
to learn new skills and grasp
new processes, perhaps many
times during their working
lives. Adaptability presup-
poses literacy, numeracy and
trained intelligence which only
adequate education can make
general. In an economy of
increasingly sophisticated ope-
rations there is the prospect
that people who lack the capa-
city to keep uvp will become
unemployed because they are
unemployable usefully. Some-
thing of that kind has already
come abouy in the United
States, and it should be read

]

‘Necessary But Not Desirable’ﬂ

The collection and disburse-
ment of the Cooperative Fund
by the Registrar of Coopera-
tive Societies is considered ne-
cessary but not desirable,
states the Cooperative Depart-
ment in reply to a Question-
naire issued by the Coopera-
tive Commission. 1t goes on
10 say *““for the time being it is
desirable to control certain
aspects of the disbursement of
the Fund but this may be re-
laxed when the management
of the apex organisation grows
in efficiency’”. It suggests that
a Committee composed of the
CCD, representatives of the
Federation and a nominee of
the Ministry, be set up to de-
cide the manger of disburse-
ment of the Fund. 1t wants
the purpose for which the
monies could be used to be
given in greater detail: all

drawings from the Fund should
be on an approved budget.

The Dept. has also suggsst-
ed that the membership of the
All Ceylon Cooperative Fede-
ration be made more broad-
based e.g. by admitting all
MPCS Unions. It recommends
that the Cooperative Federa-
tion should, in due course,
take over from the Dept. most
of its Extension, Publicity and
Supervisory functions, leaving
the iDept. free to guide the
Movement and carry out its
statutory requirements like
audit and arbitration.

Another suggestion made by
the Dept. is the sefting upof a
Cooperative Institute of Man-
agemeant to look into the pro-
blems of cooperatives and find
solutions. It will be in the
nature of a consultative ser-
vice.

Tis A Pity

It’s a pity that Credit So-
cieties are languishing today,
observed Mr. Sabapathipillai’
President of the 1slands Sup-
ervisory Union at the Union’s
annual seminar held at Pun-
gudutivu recently.

Mr, M. Ganapathipillai,
Hony. Treasurer NDCF, point-
ed out the need to stimulate
greater member interest: it
was unfortunate that interest
seemed to be declining. He
stressed the need for Savings

as a warning of things to come
in countries like Britain.

Similarly the complexity of
impersonal relationship in mo-
dern society—for: example as
between parent and edpcation
office, citizen and law, the sick
and the health service, welfare
recipient and welfare organi-
zation—demands arising level
of social competence. Itsab-
sence is one of the causes of
the poverty syndrome and the
frequent inability of well-in-
teniioned public schemes to
penetrate it. Lack of educa-
tion, perhaps along with per-
sonality failings contribute to
social incompetience,

These considerations, togeth-
er with moral promptings for
greater equality of opportuni-
ty, make an apparently con-
vincing case to raise the school

:leaving age.

Education Minister Edward
Short has announced a special
school-building programme
costing £105,000,000 to help
to cope with the change over.
He has further said that “with
schemes for comprehensive
schools, this measure will
mean for the first time in his-
tory, we will have a full and
genuine course of secondary
education for all children®’,
23-1-69,

Schemes to build up reserve
funds.

Mr. S. Candiah, Hony. Sec-
retary NDCE. pointed ouf
that the cooperative leaders
of today were the producis of
Credit Scocieties. Cooperation,
he said, was meant not only
for economic and social devel-
opment but also for spiritual
progress. He emphasised that
it’s only in Credit Societies
that we can preserve the inde-
pendence of the movement,

Using homely imagery, Mr.
K. Gunaratnam, HQI Jafina
West, compared the MPCS
to a ‘sambar’ while the Credi
Society—an independententity
—was like ‘ginger sambol.’
Credit Socisties, he said, had
emerged naturally while cther
types of societies had been
imposed from outside, Credit
Societies were the foundation
of-the movement ; they would
always be needed and there-
fore it was their duty to make
them function effectively.

Pointing out that lack of
member interest was a pro-
blem found in other countries
too, Mr. P. Selvaretnam, Ad-
ministrative Secretary, NDCF,
said that in the prevailing at-
mosphere, the feeling was
‘What can a Supervisory
Union do? He advocated
the transformation of Super-
visory Unions into Develop=-
ment Unions so that their
scope would be wider and they
cI:ould function more effective-
y.
The following were elected
office-bearers at the Annual
General Meeting:  Messrs.
Sabapathipillai (President),
Sellathurai  (Vice-President),
V.V. Nallathamby (Secretary),
V. Coomaraswamy (Asst. Sec-
retary) and E. Thambipillai
(Treasurer). A Committee of
four was also chosen.
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The Role of Cooperation in Modern Economic Developmenf

In “the modern economic
set-up, Cooperation is accepted
as one of the best forms of or=
ganisation. This fact has been
increasingly felt mostly in the
developing countries. Some of
these countries have the firm
copviction that economic dev-
elopment can positively be
achieved only through coop-
eration, Therefore inrecog-
nition of this facy, we find in
many countries that priority
and importance have been
given to Cooperation. In coun-
tries like India and Indonesia
separate ministries have been
established and ministers are
appointed solely to supervise
the proper and efficient work-
ing of Cooperative organisa-
tions and their development,
In most other countries separ=
ate departments are function-
ing to supervise the develop-
ment of the Coop Movement.
No further proof is thersfore
nceded to coufirrn and corro-
borate that at present Coop-
eration has been recognised as
one of the best and ideal orga-
nisations.

Cooperation has been ac-
cepted and adopted in almost
all the countries irrespective
of their political alliance or
economic affiliation. Coop-
eration is found both in Ame-
rica and Russia who openly
and unequivocally declare that
they are foliowing different and
contradictory policies which
cannot be reconciled at all.
Therefore the acceptance of
Cooperation as a means of
achieving economic develop-
ment by these countries 1in
common signifies the import-

ance, competence, greatness

‘vocates of capitalism are that

it guarantees the freedom of
enterprises and recognises the
ownership of private property.
These cardinal principles make
it possible for the achievement
of increased national produc-
tion and productivity. The
detrimental outcome of this

‘system, according to the com-

munists, is that it paves the
way for concentration of wealth
in a few individuals and there-
by widens the gap between
haves and have-nots. Because
of the concentration of wealth
the Capitalists persist in ex-
ploiting the labourers to en-
rich their wealth Therefore
this is advantageous only to a
few wealthy individuals and
detrimental to many.

As'has been pointed out
af the beginning, Cooperation
reconciles and harmonises
these two warring polar ideo-
legies. In ‘Cooperation free-
dom of property is not inter-
fered with, therefore thedemo-
cratic rights of iadividuals are
not tampered with. The ad-
vantages of this system are
derived by eliminaiing the so-
cial 2nd economic ' evils such
as disparity in wealth, exploi-
tation etc. Cooperation also
achieves the acceptable attri-
butes of Communism such as
equal distribution of wealth to
all and classless society by
eradicating the unacceptable
ountcome of Communism.,

‘The other modern business
organisations such as partner-
ship, Joint-stock company
Corporation, etc. are found to
be well suited only - in the in-
dustrial sector. But Coopera-
tive Organisations are com-

by X. Jayaratnani, M. Com.

and commonness of Coopera~
tion. Apart from its existence
in the socialistic and capitalis-
tic countries, itis also exten-
sively and enthusiastically fol-
iowed in the countries where a
mixed economy is prevalent.
The governments of these
countries vigorously imple-
ment their ecoromic plans
through the Cooperative orga-
nisations.

Via Media

Commonness and special
significanice are the attributa-
ble reasons for the acceptance
of Cooperation by the Capital-
istic and Socialistic countries.
Cooperation eliminates the dis-
advantages and deficiencies of
both the systems, alleged
against each other, and con-
tains the advantages and effi-
ciencies of both as claimed by
the two. The advocates of ex-
treme Socialism or Commun-
ism contend that prevention
of concentration of wealth in
a few hands is possible only
in their set up. And as a re-
sult of this, equal distribution
of wealth to all is assured.
Further the presence of emplo-
yers, whose only motive is to
profit and prosper through the
labour of wage earners, is not
found. /

Communism, according to
the opposing ideologists, de-
prives the freedom of enter-
prise and private ownership.
The refusal of these rights im-
pedes the initiative of indi-
viduals. Thisin turn would
hamper the increase of the
National Wealth. Denial of
these rights are also a negation
of democracy.

The assertions of ardent ad-

-

patible in Industry, Agricul-
ture, Cottage Industry and in
many other allied fields, Be-
cause of this reason, greater
importance has been given to
Cooperation in most of the
Agricultural countries like In-
dia and Ceylon.

At present in Ceylon greater
attention has been given to
Cooperation than ever before.
During 1911 atthe initial stage
of Cooperation, Cooperative
Credit Societies were establish-
ed and encouraged to give
adequate and controlled cre-
dis. But later this was diversi-
fied and Cooperation is being
used jp every field of activity.
During the Second World War
Cooperative organisations
were fully utilised by the gov-
ernment to distribute the
scarce and essential commodi-
ties to all people equally and
equitably. And the Coopera-
tive Movement discharged this
to the entire satisfaction of
all. Even now the Cooperative
organisations are fully utilised
by the government in imple-
menting its programme. The
government has it as a pre-
condition for granting any aid,
that persons desiring the help
and aid of the government
should form themselves into
cooperatives before receiving
the aid. It may be the distri-
bution of loans' to farmers or
providing any help pertaining
to Agriculture, Cottage Indus-
try and fisheries ; it has been
accepted by all peoples and
nations that these should be
done with the assistance of Co-
operative organisations.

Old Wine in a New Bottle
Cooperation is not strange

to us. Cooperation has been
in practice since time imme-
morial. The Cooperative way
is also not novel to our people.
Anew lustre has beenigiven to
the word Cooperation which
has been in usage for a long
time. Cooperation is modern-
ised in order to convince the
people to accept this a5 one af
the organisation along with
other business and trading or-
ganisations, and noito dismiss
this as an old method.

If we trace the history of
mankind we find that people
moved in groups from one
place to another during the
hunting age, when practising
agriculture they lived in
groups, sea voyages for the
purpose of commerce wWas also
completed successfully in
groups. By doing so they were
able to protect themselves
from dangerous animals, rob-
bers and pirates. if they had
tried to survive individually,
they would have been annihil-
ated by all the dangerous for-
ces. Later they adopted this
way of life in every (aspect of
their work. People from the
same locality harvesied to-
gether in  their fields. There-
fore they were able to com-
plete their work without much
expense and time, The adop-
tion of this modus operandi
can be seen in many villages
at present also.

Therefore Cooperation is not
novel to us and not imposed
upon us by an alien agent. It
is only the old wine in a new
bottle. The new bottle was
made to suit the modern con-
ditions, If any subjectis to
be accepted in modern times,
a precise definition is neces-
sary. In order to convince
that «Cooperation is also a
form of organisation like part-
nership, Joint-stock company,
Corporation etc., many defini-
tions have been given by differ-
ent schools of thought. But
the most acceptable definition
is given by Mr.Calvert “Coop-
eration is a form of organisa-
tion wherein persons volun-
tarily associate together as hu-
man beings on the basis of
equality for the economic pro-
motion of themselves®.

By analysing this definition
of Cooperation we may be able
to understand and appreciate
the principles and importance
of Cooperation and distinguish
it from other types of organi-
sation such as partnership,
Joint-stock company etc. lis
superiority over the other types
also can be established by the
analysis. The definition con-
tains the following salient fea-
tures and they will be dis-
cussed one by one in detail.

1. Persons voluntarily asso-
ciate together.

2. For the economic promo-
tion of themselves.

3. Join as human beings.

4. Formation on the "basis
of equality.

5. A form of organisation.

Persons Voluntarily
Associate Together

Inclusion of this in the defi-
nition signifies the importance
of democratic principles of
Cooperation. Persons joining
into a Cooperative are doing
so at their own will and pleas-
ure, They join only after they
are convinced of the merits of
cooperation., They are not
compelled by any legislation
to join, though the advantages
and principles are taught to

them, they are not forced to
join.. The existence of conti-
nuous relationship is possible
only because of this voluntary
character. The relationship
brought by compulsion is only
ephemeral and the members
will not have the sense of be-
longing and attachment, Just
as members join when they
desire, they also leave the or-
ganisation when they wish to
do so.

For the Economic Promotion
of Themselves

Cooperative organisations
are formed by ‘members for
the economic development of
themselves and not for others®
promotion. This fact distin-
guishes the Cooperative orga=
nisation from a charity orga-
nisation.  Charity organisa-
tions are formed for the pro-
motion and assistance of pers
sons who are in distress and
difficulties and who are not
members of the organisation,
It is also appropriate to differ-
entiate. a Trade Union from a
Cooperative organisation. A
trade Union is also formed for

the economic promotion and’

wellare of its members. Though
it is natural to assume that a
Trade Union is also a Coop-
erative organisation it is not
s0. A trade union is formed
to safeguard the interests of
its members from the exploita-
tion of employers and demand
more facilities and amenities.
But a Cooperative Organisa-
tion does not recognise the
existence of employers. Fur-
ther, mostly the cooperative
organisation itself is a trading
or business organisation.

Join as Human Beings

The prime motive of insert-
ing this also in the definition
is to distinguish it from other
types of organisations, parti-
cularly from Joint-stock com-
panies and also toindicate the
superiority of Cooperative or-
ganisation over the others.
The presence of the human as-
pect is mainly responsible for
considering Cooperation as a
way of life. In a'joint-stock
company imporiance is given
only to capital and not to the

persons who contributed it.
But in a Cooperative organi-
sation the members are very
important and not the share
capital they give. And one can
subscribe to a joint-stock com-
pany from any partof the
country or from any corner of
the world, It is not soin a
Cooperative organisation. Peo-
ple residing in a particular
area or carrying on business
within that area are admitted
as members. This qualifica~
tion is stressed for the sake of
mutual knowledge. Mutual
knowledge is a sine qua non
for mutual help, The direc-
torale or the wnanagement of
4 joint-stock company need
not know personally the share
holders. At the time of voting
also the share holders presence
15 not required, Lhey can be
represented  throngh proxy.
Therefore itis clear that per-
sons;are nol imporiant ina
joint-stock company.

Functions on the Basis of
Equality

Equality is a common prin-
ciple both in Capitalism and
Communism. As we have seen
at thg outset Cooperation is
being practised both in the
Capitalistic and Communistic
countries. In a Cooperative
Organisation all are equally
treated. The rich and the poor
are equal. The rightsand pri-
vileges are equal to all, irres-
pective of their share holding.
Voting rights are also equal,
one man one vote, without
consideration of their share
contribution. In a joint stock
company we find that voting
rights are given in proportion
to their share holding, This
democratic control acts as a
deterrent to the control and
exploitation by a few vested
interests.

Ar Organisation

We have seen at the begin-
ning that the cooperative way
of life has been in practice
for a long time, but to make
this mode to function along
with other types, Cooperation
is also made an organisation.
Cooperation is also a form of
organisation for the purpose
of trade or business.

Services in Eravurpattu.
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The Nature of Cooperative Principles

1

In the Cooperative Move-
ment the discussion of prin-
ciples, like the dispute on the
soul in Walt Whitman's ideal
city, must continue indefinitely,
In the last resort it is the only
conclusive evidence that the
Movement is spizitually alive
and awake. No pronounce-
ment on the principles can be
final, unless the Movement is
already defunct. DBut there
are also more immediately
practical reasons. For one
thing the Commission had to
keep in mind the desire expres-
sad by the 22nd Congress of
the 1.C.A. and re-iterated by
the Central Committee io
1965, that the 23rd Congress
should also have on its agenda
the discussion of principles, in-
cluding any proposals for new
principles put forward by the
pational cooperative organisa-
tiops. Working upnder a time=
limit, the Commission was
obliged to concentrate atten-
tion on its positive findings
and recommendation, after its
examination of the Principles
of Rochdale, as defined by the
Congress of 1937, and their
observance or non-observance
nearly thirty years later. The
Commission might have dis-
cussed at greater length various
arguments and suggestions for
principles it could not accept
and stated more fully-its rea-
sons for rejecting them. DBut

its report and the opinion of”

Congress thereon were urgent=
ly needed for the guidance of
cooperators, both members
and leaders, throughout the
world who, compelled by rapid-

came very near to expressing
the greatest common measure
of agreement of the member-
ship of the International Co-
operative Alliance. From the
very beginning of its work—
and it may be desirable to re-
call that the Commission was
composed of one Enpglish, one
German, one Russian and one
American (U.S.A.) cooperator,
who upanimously elected an
Indian as chairman—the Com-
mission recognised that its
primary task was ‘‘to attempt
to formulate tbose general
principles which should be
observed by cooperatives of
all types in all social and eco-
nomic systems.” In doing so
it constantly kept “in the fore-
ground the consideration that,
in varying contexts and his-
torical circumstances innum-
erable groups of cooperators
in their own environment have
been trying out how best to
attain the ultimate goals of
the Movement,"”

Empirical, Not Dogmatic

The Commission’s approach
to its task and its method of
enquiry were therefore broadly
empirical ratber than dogmat-
ic. It was much more con-
cerned with the spirit of coop-
erative action than with the
letter of cooperative doctrine.
Inits own membership it re-
presented cooperative experi-
ence in three continents:
Europe, Asia and America. It
also represented Cooperative
Movements working and grow-
ing in the mixed competitive
and monopolistic economies
of Western Eunrope and North

by W. P.
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ly chapging circumstances fo
revise their doctrines and poli-
cies and to shape their move=
ment’s structuress were finding
traditional formulations mean-
ingless under contemporary
conditions and received inter-
pretations inadequate.

The Commission therefore
devoted no time and gave no
gpace in its Report to the dis-
cussion of a logically impecs
cable definition or theory of
Cooperation. It concentrated
rather on clearing the ground
of over-simplifications and nar-
row-minded dogmatism which
flew in the face of factnal re-
ality and common sense, on
exploding fallacies which had
too often led to vain disputes
on false issues and om criti-
cisipg practices which, first
adopted for reasons of expedi-
ency, tend in time to overlay
or nullify the rezl principle at
stake. The direct consequence
of the Commission’s Report
was to let in 2 great deal of
light upon a number of disput-
ed points of cooperative policy
and practice and so reveal the
¢ruth and safe line of advance
between two false extremes,
namely, the claim that the tra-
ditional principles should be
discarded and the refusal to
consider any modifications or
re-formulation of principle at
all.

It is very probable that the
Commission did not succeed
in convincing all the extremists,
on either side, of their errors
or in satisfying others who had
strong convictions on this
point or that. Nevertheless
the fact that the 23rd Congress
approved the Report with vir-
tual upanimity is proof tbat it

America, the centrally-planned
economy of Western Europe
and emergent economy of an
ancient society at the begin-
ning of its modern industrial
and technical development., In
addition, the documentation
assembled by the International
Cooperative Allience for.-the
Commisgion comprised over
100 statements submitted by
affiliated national organisa-
tions representing cooperatives
of every type, besides a num-
ber of individuals, describing
and commenting upon their
experience in attempting with
more or less success. to apply
the Principles of Rochdale
under contemporary conditionss

11

Experience thus formed the
ground-work of the Commis-
sion’s deliberations, whose ob-
ject was directly to influence
cooperative action, Itis not
surprising, therefore, that the
Commission's working defini-
tion of Cooperative Principles
was “those practices which
are essential to the achieve-
ment of the Cooperative
Movement’s purpose.’ It went
on to explain that this purpose
went beyond the promotion of
the interests of the member-
ship of cooperatives- at any
given time and included the
progress and welfare of hum-
anity in general, Later again
the Commission expressed its
hope of arriving at formulations
of eséential values in Coopera-
tion. It seems fair to concludes
from the whole section, enti-
tled “Cooperative * Principles
and Ideals,” in which these
statements appear. that the
Commission was aware of a
much larger sphere that could

be explored, transcending the
aims defined in its terms of
reference. It is the basic
thesis of the present essay
that the exploration of this
larger sphere must begin al-
ready, in anticipation of that
further re-formulation of Co-
operative Principles: which
will be inevitable within the
measurable foture. Between
the Commission’s Report and
that of the previous 1.C.A.
enquiry, which: reported to
the International Congress of
1937, stretches a period of one
generation, more or less: But
tor the Second World War,
this period might well have
been shorter. At the accelerat-
iog pace at which economic
and social orgapisation is
chanping today re-formulation
will probably be necessary
within a shorter period still
and it will need to take ac-
count of some important ques-
tions which this last Commis-
sion was pot obliged either to
raise or to answer.

One of these is the nature of
Cooperative Principles. How

far 15 it justifiable to identify
Cooperative Principles with
any particular practices ? How
can that which is esseatial to
be observed to the fallest ex-
tent and in the manper that
circumstances permit at any
time aud place, be accepted as
equivalent to practices that
must be infinitely wariable
according to social and econo-
mic conditions in any part of
the globe? Obviously, there
must be an intimate relation
between Cooperative Principle
and practices It is only the
practice of cooperators which
can prove whether they under-
stand their own principles and
observe them. But it is an
oversimolification to say, with
the Commission, that principles
are practices. They must be
distinguished from each other
and this distinction, always
vital, will become of increasing
importance to the Movement’s
future progress.

Principles Are Not Practices

Now, if Cooperative Princi-
ples are not practices, what

are they ? They arethe ideas,
inherent.in Cooperation, which
determine what it is, as a
mode of action. Alternatively
they are the ideas which it is
the purpose of cooperative
activity to realise in the
material world, They are
different from ideals, which are
the ideas conceived as fully
realised in all their periection.
Admittedly “principle” is a
word difficult to handle. Itis
one of the hardest-worked in
the language and, like an old
penny of Queen Victoria which
has almost lost ites image and
superscription, is now worn
so smooth as to be nearly
meaningless. A principle now-
adays can signily any point on
which anyone is unwilling to
compromise. [his makes the
aseful  distinction between
principle and practice almost
impossible to maintain. Thus
in common speech it may be
said that it is a principle of
the Brahmins not to eat beef
or of the Moslems not to eat
pork or drink alcoholic liguore

(Continued on page 7)
fueny

Thoughts On The Gandhi Centenary

Everyone who has studied
Gandhi’s teaching in some
depth must have pondered
over what his intellectual,
moral and political reaction
would have been if he had re-
turned to his India after more
than twenty years of independ-
ence, Certainly, he would

have had to confess to himself -

that the unbounded optimism
that inspired him and his con-
temporaries in the Congress
movement during the struggle
for independence had been
mistaken.

Little More Than A Sham

The social and economic re-
volution he had looked for-
ward to had been, first, post-

_ poned and, later, shelved alto-

gether—except for some con-
tinued rhetorical exuberances
in public speaking. Instead
of the economic equalisation
he had seen coming, inequali=
ties have been widening. The

voured the better-off.

And so the masses of people
in the villages, where now, as
in Gandhi’s time, more than
eighty percent of the people
live, have mostly remained in
relative stagnation, The land-
less -and poorer half of the
villagers—Gandhi’s dumb and
semi-starved millions—may be
worse off than they were a
quarter of a century ago and
are certainly not decidedly
better off. Undoubtedly, the
still unhampered population
explosion has contributed in
a mighty way to the severity
of what, measured by Gandhi’s
predictions and honest ex-

_ pectancy, he would now see

as a large-scale failure. Itis
open to speculation whether
Gandhi, when facing the popu-
Jation explosion and the cattle
explosion, would have modi-
fied his views on contracep-
tion and cow slanghter. As
rational liberalism was a major

GUNNAR

MYRDAL

concentration of financial
power hasincreased. Against
the clear condemnation in the
Constitution and special legis-
lation, which had been adopt-
ed under the influence of the
legacy from Gandhi, caste as
a social institution has shown
an obstinate persistency and
may even have gained in im-
portance. The rise in the
freedom and status of women
which he had propagated has,
for the most part, remained a
rather empty prescription—
exceptin the top upper classes.
The land and tenancy reforms
have been little more thana
sham. There has been no
fundamental reform of educa-
tion, which still serves to pre-
serve and mark the gulf bet-
ween those who work with
their hands and those who,
having acquired the badge of
education, do not have todo
so. The efforts tolift up and
move roral life—agricultural
extension, credit and other co-
operatives, community devel-
opment, panchayatraj, and 8o
on—have, conirary to pro-
claimed objectives, mainly fa-

element in Gandhi’s thinking,
this does not seem entirely ex-
cluded. In any case, he would
probably not have laid a main
emphasis on these issues, but
looked on them as peripheral
to the failure in the field of
politics.

The development of Indian
politics since the attainment
of independence, which he
himself barely survived, Gand-
hi would in all certainty have
censured severely. He would
have scen it to be inflicted
with a progressively worsening
moral illness, spreading out
in the entire polity and so-
ciety like a cancerous groweh,
to which the increase of cor=
ruption bore testimony. He
would have seen another sign
of the downward trend of
political life in the increasing
prevalence of violence—on the
one side, riots, usually without
a major political purpose, and
police brutality on the other
side. This, as is often pointed
out, has reached a higher
level than it did during the
struggle against the British
which he succeeded in keeping

disciplined., He would pro-
bably have judged this ailment
of Indian politics asan ex post
justification of his recoms-
mendation, at the time when
India steered out as an inde-
pendent state, that Congress
should stay out of politics,
not remaining a political party
but becoming a voluntary or=
ganisation for social improve-.
ment. When Nehru and the
majority of the Congress lea=
ders chose to act differently,
this was motivated by the facs
that there was already a Cong-
ress party with an effective
machine which could become
a national party and which
undoubtedly made possible ibe
first ten years of relatively suc-
cessful government in the
country. But it was also dur-
ing these ten years that the
postponement of the social
and economic revolution was
gradually accepted, the revolu-
tion that would have been
necessary if the exalted hopes
of Gandhi, Nehru, and many
ptt(liers were to have material-
ised. :

If Gandhi could return

If Gandhi could refurn to
India after almost a quarter
of a century, he would thus
have had to confess that he,

together with most leaders of
the Congress movement, had
been grossly overoptimistic. It
is equally certain, however,
that he would have stuck to
what were his fundamental
valuations, rooted as they were
in his moral convictions and
in his religion. It is unihink-
able that today he would have
remained silent and idle. He
would again bave taken to
the roads and village lanes
and begun anew his crusade,
seeking to change the social
and economic conceptions of
the articulate classes of his
nation but at the same time
trying to stir up the masses
from their stupor, And he
would have followers of many
diverse backgrounds, now as
then kept together as a unified
force by his faith, resource-
fulness, and humour.

—Sarva Seva Sangh Newsletter
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"ARCHITECTURE IN INDI2

The need for the creation of
4a.new Indian architecture has
often been siressed by well
knowan architects from abroad
visiting the country, In expan-
sive terms they have referred
to the wealth of background,
the remains from the past and
the various problems of the
-climate, in which they suggest
is inherent a soiution for the
needs of today. The advice
has been oft-repeated for the
last twenty years or so and
still continues, becoming in-
creasingly glib and sophisti-
cated without in any sense
taking note of some of the
developments that are in fact
taking place.

To attempt to make a com=
plete assessment of changes in
architectural development in
this country over the last de-
cade or so is beset with many
difficulties, as some of the achk-
ievements are of nebulous
character and complicated to
define and evaluate in positive
terms. Nevertheless changes
there have been and of a na-
ture that suggests the gradual
emergence of a new architec-
ture.

Contrary to the belief of
critics and analysts who sug-
gest a link and development
with the traditional architec-
tural background, the more
successful examples of recent
architecture in India start with
a more realistic and straight-
forward analysis of the needs
and aspirations of the mo-

ing in some of our major
schools of architecture in the
couniry is also indicative of
the trend of development that
may be anticipated in the years
ahead.

Following the decline of
Moghul architecture in the
16th century, the link of con-
tinucus developmentin Indian
architecture was snapped. The
colonial architecture of the
British  period although at
times brilliant in its achicve-
ments was basically formulat-
ed and implemented by Eng-
lish architects, and failed to
establish any sense of continu-
ity in the Indian context. Oec-
casional recognition of tradi-
tional elements particularly in
the work of Sir Edward Luty-
ens, was but an isolated inci-
dent designed to serve as a
symbol of Imperial grandeur.

Subsequentto Independence
and Partition in 1947, interest
in architecture was renewed.
Much new building took place
both in the way of new resi-
dential estates and also indus-
trial development. A majer
event in post-independence
architecture was the commis-
sioning of Chandigarh—the
new Capital of Punjab at that
time. Here the architects Le
Corbusier, Pierre Jeanneret,
Mazwell Fry and Jane Drew
along with a team of Indian
architects laid the foundation
of a national and experimental
approach to buildingprobelms.
With the use of local materials

by
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ment. Tradition is respected
as something to belearnt from,
but it is subjected to a meta-
morphic action extracting only
the significant elements, inter-
preted anew in terms of new
materials and methods of con-
struction. Neither the imita-
tion of traditional forms nor
the use of traditional elements
in solving problems of climate
characterise the new buildings.

Hardly Applicable

Present times are far remov-
ed from the needs and the me-
thods of constructionthat were
operative  several centuries
ago, and as such modified ver-
sions of the past are hardly
applicable. Economy and so-
cial criteria dictate a basic eva-
luation of the problems for
themselves in the search for a
solution.

The thick rubble stone walls,
high ceilings, decorative pro-
_jections and sheliers over doors
and windows, with elaborate
orpamentation of marble grills
and balconies, were the voca-
bulary of another age and an-
other time. Their application
in modern terms has limited
value and is certainly not eco-
nomic. -

Rational Interpretation

Whatisrelevant on the other
hand is an architecture evolved
from a rational interpretation
of the social and economic
problems of the moment with
the limitations of the materials
and methods of construction
available at hand. That such
development is limited toa
few areas and is the work of a
few architects does not mini-
mise its importance as a fore-
-runner of the future. In addi-
tion the fact that this approach
:also forms the basis of teach-

and improved techniques of
building a new architectural
vocabulary was evolved. In-
evitably some of the architec-
ture reflected the influence of
European architectural and
planning concepts, but the
work of Le Corbusier .stood
out as major architectural
masterpieces unresiricted by
the confines of local character
or tradition. The powerful
forms of his work obsessed
many architects and a wave of
Le Corbusier influence follow-
ed. Insome cases the influ-
ence has gradually been trans-
formed into a more personal
style while in others the self-
imposed limitation of choice
to the familiar forms and ele~
ments of the master’s work is
still evident,

Architectural Service

With increasing building
activity in most cities the im-
portance of architectural ser=
vice has gradually come to be
accepted and regarded as
necessary. The result bas
been that in all cities and also
most towns somie form or other
of architectural service is
available. Although the ser-
vice prevails en many levels
from that provided by the
draughtsman to the sophisti-
cated skill of the professionally
qualified architect or planner,
it has helped in a general im-
provement of detailed design.

In places like Delhi where
a large number of private
houses have been built over
the last twenty yearsa com-

mendable quality in internal .,

planning and design is evident.
Unfortunately the wide range
of superficial exterior tutnings
tend to present a generally
confused aspect.

A npotable feature in most

_ development in
Movement of architecture in

new houses is the use of large
glass areas. This has become
almost a craze regardless of
the fact that it is basically un-
suitable in terms of the climate,
asg the large windows tend to
let in considerable heat into
the houses. Partly this is the
result of an aporoach to nlan-
ning where the entire house
looks outwards to the garden
or the road: This is basically
different from the ‘traditional
form of the house in a hot dry
area where all the rooms look
inward on to an internal court-
yard.

A realisation of the imnport-
ance and value of some of the
traditional features of Indian
architecture and planniog has
stimtilated interest in & more
objective study of the environ-
ment and details of older towns
and cities. The narrow shaded
streets, the closely built build-
ings with a strong sense of
urbanity, and the gradual un-
folding of spaces along the
street in definite sequence, are
aspects whose value is gradu-
ally being recognised and ac-
cepted.

In a climate of extrems the
juxtaposition of isolated build-
ings set in open space has no
meaning, No wonder that in
the past important buildings
have always formedan integral
part of the total fabric of
towns, even when they have
been developed as elements in
a larger complex. Isolated
buildings grouped carefully on
an open site to create series of
partially enclosed spaces have
been one of the hallmarks of
the Modern

the West. In the Indian con-
text this has had to be modi-
fied with the addition of a
series of connecting covered
links providing shelter from
the hot sun, In extreme cases
no connections have been pro-
vided as is instanced in the
Capital complex at Chandi-
garh, where the three buildings
stand in powerful sculptural
relationship against the back-
ground of the Shivalik hills.
In terms of the intense sum-
mer heat movement from one
building to another on foot is
quite unthinkable on aecount
of the enormous distances
between them.

Needs of Climate

The proposed landscaping
between the buildings will
certainly create more interest
in the transition from one part
to another, but will net reduce
the distance to be traversed.
By contrast any of the older
historical complexes in this:
country display a tight-knit
relationship leading from court
to court with buildings as an
intearal part of the spatial
sequence. This is perhaps the
form that will be increassingly
used in large ccale develop-
ments, particnlarly in educa-
tional complexes and upiver-
sities where movement from
building to building is frequent,

The needs of the climate
bave also influenced the form
of buildings more directly.

Breaking away from elabor-
ate overhangs, brise soleil and
various other sun control de-
vices, emphasis has shifted to
a more simple and direct solu-
tion. Invariably this has
taken the form of smaller
windows, or the replacement
of glass in large openings by

wooden shutters which provide
better control of light and
heat.

In ‘the North where the
summer is hot, dry and long,
flat rools and terraces provide
convenient comfort at night.
Older parts of the city present
a complex silhouette of ter-
races at varigus levels. Some-
thing of tbe same basic charac=
ter aod form is evinced in some
of the new development with
its pyramidical outline provid-
ing sleeping areas at each
floor level, in solutions which
aim at providing optimum
comfort conditions at minimum
cost.

So far most of the more in®

teresting architectural works
seem to have been restricted
fo the work of a few architects

in Delhi, Abmedabad and
Chan.diga.rh. In other areas
much needs to be dope. One

can with confidence hope that
8 more constructive phase lies
ahead.

A process based on a sonnd
and rational analysis of facts
is self-generative and is bound
to extend its influence to many
otber areas in time. Perhaps,
its influence will be widespread
and ten years from now one
may with ease and certainly
beable to identify a gennine
Indian architecture.

—Indian and Foreign Review

Canada Ratifies Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty

On Jan. 8, 1969, The Secret=-
ary of State for Extermal Af-
fairs, the Honourable Mitchell
Sharp announced that the
Canadian Ambassadors in
Washington, D.C. and Mos-
cow and the Canadian High
Cemmissioner in London are
today depositing in these three
capitals, instruments of rati-
fication effecting Canadian
accession to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons.

The Nuclear Non-prolifera-
tion Treaty, which was endors-
ed by the greaty majority of
United Nations member states
at a special session of the
United Nations General As-
sembly last May, was opened
for signature in Washington,
D.C,, London and Moscow
on July 1. Canadasigned the
Treaty in Washington, D.C.
and London on July 23 and in
Moscow on July 2/, More
than 80 pations have now
signed the Treaty. Before it
comes into effeci, 43 stares,
including the  three Nuclear
Powers which have signed it,
must deposit ratifications.

In announcing in the House
of Commons on December 19,
the Canadian intention to rati-
fy the Treaty, Mr. Sharp ex-
pressed the hope that “all na-
tions of the world will recog-
nize the importance of the
Treaty and accede to it*’,

As a member of the eight-
een-nation disarmament coms
mittee, Canadian representa-
tives played an important role
in the negotiations which cul-
minated in agreement on the
Treaty ratified by Canada to-
day. The Canadian Govern-
ment has supported the prin-

" ucing

ciples embodied in the Treaty
as essential to progress in red-
international tensions
and in curtailing the nuclear
arms race. The Canadian de-
cision to ratify the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty was
based in part on the belief of
the Capadian Government
that there is little prospect of
progress towards controlling
dissemination of nuclear weap-
ons or towards general disar=
mament unless this Treaty
comes into force.

The Treaty prohibits nuclear
parties from transferring nu-
clear weapons and other nu-
clear explosive devices, or
control over them, to non-
nuclear parties and binds non-

nuclear parties not to produce
or otherwise acquire control
of such weapons and devices.
It willresult in the application
of international safeguards to
the peaceful nuclear activitics
of non-nuclear parties to en-
sure that source or special
fissionable materials intended
for peaceful purposes are not
diverted clandestinely to mili-
tary purposes. The right of
non-nuclear powers to exploit
nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes is reaffirmed and the
principle that the benefits of
peaceful nuclear .explosions
should be made available to
non-puelear parties is acknow-
ledged.

Capnada is satisfied that
these are the optimum provi-
sions available at present and
that on this basis the Non-
Proliferation Treaty should be
brought into force at the ear-
liest possible date.

— Press Relevuse

Address :

Retail Shop at:

JAFFNA MP.C.5, UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised distributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COGCPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.

15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

SARVODAYA

Sir,—The recent visit of
Jayaprakash Narayan, the
great Sarvodaya Leader has
given an awakening in the
minds of the people towards
Sarvodaya. The modern world
which is eathralled by the
charms of space conguest, nu-
clear technology, industrial
expansion in all directions
giving life many comforts, re-
quires peace at any cost. The
economic prosperity and scien-
tific achievements of certain
so-called advanced countries
to a stupendous propottion
have brought the world to the
brink of total ansihilation.
As a result there is an all-per=
vading chaos in the world.
There will come a time (which
may be before the close of this
century) when the achieve-
ments in the field of science
will reach a peak and climax.
Then and then only certain
sectionsof theintelligentsiawill
come to sanity and realise in-
tenssly 1he necessity for moral
and spiritual regeneration and
conquest of the senses. If we
want to give 4 reorientation to
the structure of our saciety,
if we wantto give a lasting
peace and solace to this world
of turmeil, we must turn
wholeheartedly to adhering to
the tenets of our religion (it
may be any religion) and ad-
hering to the principles of
Sarvodaya.

Sarvodaya without a reli-
gious foundation and firm faith
will not produce any tangible
and lasting good. Sarvodaya
is not a new principle. It is
as old as Adam or Eve or as
old as the earth, It has been
given a new approach after
Mahatma Gandhi. The Hindu
Religion is based on Dharma,
Lord Shiva’s Mount is Nandi
which is a symbol of Dharma.
The Buddhistreligion speaks of
Dhamma and Compassion.
The Christians speak of Chris-
tian charity. The Mohamed-
dans talk of the brotherhood
of man—allreligions have com-
passion and love as the cardi-
nal principles, Lord Shiva
and love are one and the same
and are inseparable. Where
there is love, God resides.
Sarvodaya means happiness
and redemption to all living
beings. All living beings
should live happily and con-
tentedly. According to Karma
theory it is not possible for
beings to enjoy the same kind
of happiness.

Happiness and sorrow are
caused by good and bad acts.
Although a millennium or
Rama Raj is impossible, yet
it is within the scope of one
and all to pray for the good of
all living beings. The five ele-
ments, the sun, the moonand
the myriads of stars are from
the beginping of the world in-
cessantly, spontaneously and
methodically doing shramada-
na. They will continue to do
so till eternity. Out of the ab-
undance of His Grace and
Mercy the Almighty has de=
creed so for the good of not
only human beings but also
of the animal and vegetable
kingdoms. Even inthe twenti-
eth century there are many
Rishis who pray for the general
good of all beings. It is on
account of their fervent, sin-
cere and good acts and genuine
prayer of these Rishis that this
world goes on. The Dharma
performed by righteous men
keeps the world in peaceto a
certain extent, In Hindu tem-
ples regular poojahs and festi-
vals are carried on with the
object of appeasing the gods

and invoking their aid and
making the world, animate
and inanimate enjoy the mun-
dane happiness and in the end
enjoy eternal happiness. The
Vedic rites, the festivals like
the Thai Pongal, the Deepavali
and other religious observan-
ces are carried on with the
object of making the people
of the world live happily. The
apimals, the plantsand trees
also benefit from these reli-
gious observances. We, people
of the world enslaved by the
fetters of jealousy, malice,
avarice, greed, anger and other
vicious thoughts must break
their knots with the help of
the never failing Grace of
God.

We must be in constant com-
munion with the Almighty and
our minds must be bound by
gold chains about the feet of
God. We mustlift hands of
prayer for redemption of our-
selves and one and all: “‘more
things are wrought by prayer
than this world dreams of.”
So says Lord Tennyson. Ma-
hatma Gandhi believed in the
efficacy of prayer, God is an
embodiment of grace and all
good Gunas. If we invoke
them and get this never-failing
help, whatever we do and
whatever think will gain
strength and momentum, and
bear the desired fruit. God
is Omnipresent. All service
to humanpity must be done
with a burning flame of divine
inspiration and dedication to
the feet of God.

A person who believes in
the principles of sarvodaya
must first begin to cleanse his
heart and purify his mind so
that a greater good to all
beings of the Universe can be
obtained easily. quickly and
unfailingly. He or she who
believes in sarvodaya musk
have compassion and love
withous which the desired
effect will not be realised.
When a person begins to think
and live for the welfare of all
beings, and thinks beyond the
confines of his home and be-
yond the circle of his relatives
and friends, his personal affairs
will be looked after by God
with the greatest precision;
when a person participates
earnestly and wholeheartedly
in a shramadana, he begins to
loosen the knots which bind
him to selfish shoughts and
acts. Little by little when he
puts heart and soul into a
shramadana work, his mind
and vision broaden and be-
come clearer and clearer. His
heart becomes purer and purer
by faithful detached service.
Shramadana on these lines will
equip a person physically,
socially, morally and spiritual-
ly. Intensive wishing for the
good of all is the preatest
prayer one can offer. It is
the greatest Jivadana.

It is by thoughts and actions
in the above-mentioned ways
that Mahatma Gandhi became
a dynamic personality of soul
force and a cynosure of the
whole world. He was able to
achieve freedom for India
by his dedicated service free
from any tinge of personal
gain. In the year of Mahat-
ma Gandhi Centenary celebra-
tion, we must emulate his
glowing example and perform
duties not only to ourselves
but also to all with a prayer-
ful heart.

“He prayeth best who loveth
best bird, man and beast.”

C. SINNATHURAI
Earlalai

Changes in Coops

{ Continued from our last issue)

In bakery production, main
emphasis will be 1aid on high-
quality, hand-made products
and luxury pastries which cust-
omers demand and which
mechanised mass production
cannot provide.

“The information about this.
part of the general conception
cannot be concluded without
at least a brief reference to
the fact that the consumer co-
operative movement is extend-
ing the scope of activitics of
its own tourist and travel
agency (from purely national
to international services), be-
gides which consumer coop-
eratives will participate more
efficiently in the imports and

by L. S.

exporis of goods effecled
through Unicoop, the foreign-
trade enterprise of the Central
Cooperative Council. ..

'%The substantiallyincreased
independence of cooperative
societies in their cutward rela-
tions and the abolition of their
mapagement by administrative
methods calied forth a reap-
praisal of the function of the
national centre of theconsum-
er cooperative movement in
Czechoslovakia and a simpli-
fication in the hierarchical
tructure existing so far. This
is why the materials presented
to the Congress included a
drafy of new rules, which the
Congress subsequently approv-
ed after a detailed discussion.
Accordingly, the former three-
tief hierarchical set-up of tha
Czechoslovak consumer coop-
erative movement (i.e., the
central union, regionzal unions,
cooperative  societies) Wwas
changed into a two-tier ome,
i.e, the Union of Consumer
Cooperatives, to which indi-
vidual cooperative societies
are affiliated directly while
regional unions have ceased to
exist. ..

“Unlike the former Central
Union, which managed _the
activities of cooperatives in a
direct manner (either directly
or through regional unions),
the new Union becomes an
organisation purely for safe-
guarding the interests of the
affiliated cooperative societies;
consequently, its main tasks
include various kinds of assist-
ance, auditing, administration
of collective (pooled) funds
and supervisory activities. For
these purposes, the Union
either has already established
appropriate specialised enter-
prises (e.g. for designing build-
ing projects, for publicity and
advertising, for the supply of
shop equipment) or intends to
do so in the near future (for
example, a research institute)”.

—ICA Journal
ST eSS

First Society To Export
Chank

The NainativuBeche de-mer,
Chank Fishermen’s Coopera-
tive Society has the distinction
of being the first Cooperative
Society in Ceylon to export
chank.

The Society, which was re-
gistered on 28-12-66, has up
to date exported Rs. 50,000/~
worth of chanks to Pakistan.
The Society has also exported
Rs. 27,000/- worth of beche-
de-mer : if loan facilities were
available, the Society claims it
could have exported at least a
lakh’s worth of beche-de-mer.

Union Brought In Nearly
Seven Lakhs Foreign Exchange

The Northern Division Fish-
ermen’s Cooperative Societies
Union earned nearly Rs.7

lakhs foreign exchange during
1966 and 1967.

The Union’s Report for this
period discloses that it export-
ed Rs.651,879/- worth of
beche-de-mer, Rs. 186,355/~
worth of chanks and Rs.
3,4Q3}- worth of shark fins,
totting up to Rs. 671,637/- in
foreign exchange.

During this period, 14 so-
cieties were admitted as mem-
bers, and the Union launched
a vigorous drive to form new
societies and to revive defunct
fishery cooperatives.

The Report confesses that
the Marketing Scheme started
in 1966 has not proved much
of a success. The Union has
requested the Northern Divi-
sion Cooperative Federation
to help draw up a successful
scheme, with expert advice.

31-1-69: 5,052-00
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K. Nadarajah

K. Selvarajah

K. Poomany

K. Ehambaram

P. Somasundaram
T. Kandiah

V. Shanmugalingam
N. Susheela

Total

““Hony. Treasurer,

111/9, Beach Road,
Jaffna.
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As per particulars received by Treasurer : 11,728-00
Total Amount received by Treasurer up to

Amount received from 12-1-69 to 31-1-69,
Sri Mahavishnu Fishermen's Coop. Society 25-00
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No. 837 in the Jaffna Cooperative Provincial Bank. ;

Donations may be sent to the
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FIXED DEPOSITS

and 43%/ respectively.

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
23% and 33%; respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%

SAVINGS DEPOSITS _

(1) Interest at the rate of 3% is allowed on Savings De- |
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate |
of interest payable will be 4% for the month in which there
is 2 minimum balance of Rs, 5,000/~ or over.

_ (3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of
interest payable will be 44%.

SECURITY DEPOSITS

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable onm Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 337,

PAWN BROKING

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches, The rate |
;Jf iﬁteresé charged is 10 and Repayment by Instalments }
s allowed. :

Branchas :

Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—FPoint Pedro
(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :

52, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.
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‘Union Wants Decentralisation

The Thambalakamam MP
€8 Union has recommended
that there should be decentra-
lisation at district level and
ACCD’s given wider powers.

This suggestion has been
made by Mr. ‘M., K. Sellara-
rajah, President of the Union,
in a Memorandum submitted
to the Cooperative Commis-
sion.

The Memorandum also re-
commends/that the Coopera-
Department should exercise
effective supervision and con-
trol and offer guidance to em-
ployees in cooperative institu-
tions.

Some of the other recom-
mendations are :

O The fishing industry should
be developed through co-
operative methods : coop-
erative fishing societies
must be established and
due place given to fishery
coops.

O Cooperative Farming sho-
uld be introduced in essen-
tially agricultural areas,

O A School of Cooperation
should be established in
each province. When mak-
ing appointments, prefer-
ence should be given to
applicants trained at sach
institutions.

© Schools of Agriculture and
Fisheries should be esta-
blished in areas where these
are the chief occupations,

O Prasidents and Vice-Presi-
dents should not hold office
for more than 4 years in
succession : they should be
elected from among per-
sons who have bzen mem-
bers of the Committee for
at lzast two consecutive
years,

O The Wholesale and Retail
Sections of Unions should
function separately.

Ceylon’s Income Up Five Per Cent,
New York Times Reports

Ceylon is the first of the
developing countries to ach-
ieve the goal of a five per cent
rise in per capita income, the
New York Times has report-
ed.

The five percent goal was
set by the U.N. Conference on
Trade and Development, a
special to the New York Times
from Colombo said. The tar-
get was to have been reached
between 1960 and 1970 in

what-was called the “Develop=

ment Decade.”

The Times story noted that
the rate of Ceylon’s economic
growth'in 1968 was seven per
cent and the population ine
creased at a rate of two per
cent, The difference, and

therefore the rise in per capita
income, was five percent,

The story was one of three
on Ceylon featured in the
New York Times Annual Eco-
nomic Review of Asia, Ano-
ther, in the special Times
section, noted that, according
to Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization statistics, the next
six years will be disappointing
for tea-producing nations. The
special to the Times from
Colombo noted that project-
ions to 1975 indicate the rate
of growth in tea production
will be about 3.2 percent a
year while tea consumption
rises about 2.2 percent.

A third Times article, a
special from Colombo by
H.B.W. Abeynaike, said that
in 1969 Ceylon will try to im-

prove its standard of living

by increasing its rice product-

ion andreducing its birth rate,

Family planning is necessary
lest the rapid rate of popula-
tion growth nullify increased
food production benefits, the
article noted. It said:

“Theintensified family plan-
ning program is aimed at redu-
cing the present birth rate of
33 for each 1,000 of  popula-
tion to 25 by 19 6, when it is
anticipated that the country
will be fully self-sufficient in
food and clothing.”

The article said that in rice
production, it is anticipated
Ceylon will exceed the target
of 71 million bushels in 1969.
That figure would mean the
country would be 75 per cent
self-sufficient in rice.

Considerable progress has
been made in milk production,
the article noted. Ceylon also
hopes to become an exporter
of fish.

The article concludes with
these words from Ceylon’s

Ministry of Agriculture and
Food :

“If the promising perfor-
mance in domestic agriculture
over the last three years can
be maintained, there is no
doubt that it will contribute
the share expected of if, and
perhaps more, toward the eco-
nomic well-being of the coun-
try.

— USIS News Bulletin

EARN AN EASY
: RS, 150/~ PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs,
Towels, Door and Window Curtains.

Available tn lovely designs and enchanting colours ag

Jaffna Co-operative Textile

Societies Union,
10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA,

Pillow Cases,

COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLES

(Continued from page 4)
On closer examination, how-
ever, it becomes clear that the
real principle is not the abstin-
ence from this or that, buat
rather the underlying idea of
purity or holiness to which
the rules regarding eating and
drinking are intended to con-
form. A similar distinction
justifies us in the attempt, for
the purposes of the present
argument, to adopt and scru-
pulously maintain a clear defi-
nition of a principle as an idea
accepted as an invariable
guide t2 policy or conduct or
action of any kinds The ob-
vious example to illustrate this
from cooperative practice is
Demecracys the government
of cooperative societies by
theirown members for their
own proper purposes. Few
will be found to deny that: if
cooperative organisations lose
their democracys they cease to
de cooperative. The whole
bifficulty of the problem of
observing and preserving demo-
cracy in the Cooperative
Movement consists in finding
the best way to modify the
rules and administrative prac-
tices as cooperative organisa-
tious develop and evolve in a
continually changing environ-
ment, The idea remains cons-
tant ; the pactices vary io res-
ponse to needs and circamstan-
ces. So also must the rules,
the sole purpose of which is
to ensare that the practices do
in fact realise the principles.
As Professor Georges Lasserre
told the Congress of French
Consumers’ Copperatives at
Evian in June 1966, the rules
are not sufficient by them-
selves.

111

It is the insufficiency of
rules which causes oot a few
cooperators some embarras-
sment, if they are still identify-
ing principles with rules, For
they find themselves obliged
to divide their alleged prin-
ciples into two groups: those
with greater and those with
lesser importance, or else they
are obliged to admit so many
exceptions that certain prin-
ciples have to be abandoned,
as being no longer capable of
being applied universally. The
I.C.A. Committea which re-
ported in 1937, for example,
enumerated seven priaciples
which it divided into four and
three. It declared that obser-
vance of 1. Open and Volunt-

ary Membership: 2. Demo-
cratic Control; 3, Limited In-
terest on Capital; 4. Divid-

end on Purchases; as essential
to the cooperative character
of any society or organisatien,
On the strength of that state-
ment the rules of the I.C.A.
were amended so that these
four points became indispensa-
ble gqualifications for the ad-
mission of any organisation to
its memberchip. Concerning
5. Neutrality in Politics and
Religion; 6. Cash payments
in buying and selling; 7. Pro-
motion of Education, the Com-
mittee remarked that they were
“essential methods of action
and orgamisation rather than
standards tbe non-observance
of which would destroy the
cooperative character of a so-
ciety.” But infact almost all
the “principles” listed by the
Committee are ' methods of
action and organisation.” The
distinction drawn between the
four and the three does not ex-
press the real difference bet-
ween the two groups, which
can only be expressed in terms
of the true principles, not

stated, which underlie them.

Distinctions Without
Differences

Similarly, the conclusions
reached by the Conference of
French-speaking Cooperators
held at Liege ino March 19566
seem fo try to avoid this diffi-
culty by making no mention
of ° principles” but of seven
“fundameatal characteristics”
of & cooperative society. The
first two refer to democratic
administration, the next three
to conditions of membership
and the last two, to the distri-
bution of surplus and themain-
tenance of indivisible reserves,
Having eliminzted the term
“orinciple” with its overtones
of obligation the Conference's
drafting committee had no
choice but to add a shartstate-
ment defining four “duties” in-
cumbent upons cooperators if
the seven flundamental charac-
teristics were to become fully
operative. Here again are dis-
tinctions without differencec.
It 1s as muchthe duty of coop-
erators to maintain the ‘seven
fundamental characteristics®
as to carry out the four duties.
The conclusions begin with in-
troductory paragraphs which
mention the promotion of res-
ponsibility. solidarity, mutnal
aid and social justice, the de-
velopment of enterprises go-
verned democratically and
aiming at service rather than
profit; the pecessity of per-
mapent education reaching be-
vond the circle of cooperative
membership at any time. The
relation between these general
ideas and the practical rules
enumerated as fundamental
characteristics is implied rather
than stated, yet it is precisely
in this relation-that the reason
is to be found why certain
characteristics are fundament-
al.

A third example is given by
Professor R. Henzler in his
introductory lecture to a dis-
cussion on Cooperative Plan-
ning and Cooperative Prin-
ciples at the fifth International
Congress on Cooperative Re-
search, beld at Hamburg in
September 1966. Professor
Henzler,who had been a mem-
ber of the 1.C.A. Commission,
expressed his personal view
that there were two kinds of
principles, namely those which
determined the character of
Cooperation and constituted
the cooperative idea and those
which mwust change with
changes in the competitive
situation because they are con-
cerned with concrete business
processes and affect coopera-
tive societies only at particular
times and places. Justihiably
he calls the latter “norms,”
derived by deduction from the
invariable principles. These
norms are obviously the same
sort ofs things as are termed,
in this essay, practical rules
and methods, and for the rea=
sons already given it seemsa
mistake to apply the term
“principle”” tothem. The col-
lective wisdom of the L.C.A

Commission cliose the better
course of refusing to draw any
distinction between principles
in respeet of their degree of
validity. It maintained thar,
if every principle denotes some-

thing esseatial, all have equal -
authority. At the same time

it is to be noted that the Com-

mission felt itself unable to

accept Neutrality in Politics

and Religion and Cash Pay-

ments in buying and selling as

principles conforming to its

definition, while adding a fresh

one ; Cooperation among Co-

operative Societies, which

seemed to it to have acquired
added importance iothe cir-
cumstances of today. Whether
this last is a new, or a parti-
cular application of an old
principle is a question more

appropriately discusssd at a
later stage in this essay.

v
Union Is Strergth

For the present, considera-
tion of the foregoing examples
and of other earlier ones seems
to confirm the present writer
in the view, which he has held
for many years, that it makes
for clarity and logical simpli-

«city if the term “principle” is

reserved for those ideas which
determine the character of
Cooperation as a form of as-
sociation. They determine its
character because they under-
lie the conditions which people
accept when they agree to co-
operate., Cooperation is only
one among a namber of types
of association or working to-
gether, and is distinguished
from the rest by the fact that
it consists in working together
under certain conditions which
other types may not require or
accept. Forexample, for co-
operators to unite or act to-
gether is no mere matter of
expediency or convenience, as
it may be for private enter-
prises: Cooperators base their
action on the massive facts of
human inter-dependence, soli-
darity and community or mutu-
ality of interests, They take
it as axiomatic that the true
interests of Individuals are
best served when peopl€ koow
how to combine effectively
with their neighbours and
fellow-workers for common
ends. Having accepted asso-
ciation as a principle, they
apply it more or less consis-
tently to tbe solution of pro-
blems of economic and social
organisation as they succes-
sively arise in the course of
time and the development of
the institutions they create.
They thus advance from the
union of individuals in coop-
erative societies to the union
of societies in federations, The
purpose of association is, of
course, mutual aid and support
through the acqguisition of a
power beyond the reach of in-
dividuals or societies acting as
single units—a fact of experi-
ence summed up by immem-
orial folk wisdom in the three
words : Union is strength,

{ To be continued)
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Coop ederation Recommends Integration

The Cooperative Federation
of Ceylon has recommended
that integrated multipurpose
societies should replace the
different types of societies.

This recommendation has
been made in a Preliminary
Memorandum submitted to the
Cooperative Commission.

The Memorandum stages:
“In our opinion, we should
not have so many different
types of societies but instead
we should have integrated
multipurpose societies which
will be sufficiently large en-
ough to be economically via-
ble units and efficient organi-
sations capable of handling
multipurpose activities”. 1t
suggests that the area of ope-
ration siould be that of the
presens MPCS Unions: “this
will remove the need for a
Union at this level and will
also eliminate the MPCS Uni-
on which is a sort of middle-
man’®* The Memorandum
however adds that “‘under no
circumstances should the gov-
ernment force socielies to
amalgamate. It should be the
responsibility of the Federa-
tion and the District Unions to
peisuade socicties to amalga-
mate and plan out and imple-
ment amalgamation schemes”.

Legislative Provision

The Memorandum points
out that there should  be *“le-
gislative provision forsocieties
to amalgamate voluntarily

without division of their assets
and liabilities”. The absence
of such legislative provision,
it states, is one of the principal
reasons why amalgamation is
uncommon in Ceylon.

The Federation has also re-
commended that divisional
unions be done away with by
amalgamating divisional uni-
ons and primary societies with<
in their area of operation into
primary integrated multipur-
pose societies: “these large
primary societies-will then deal
directly with the national level
organisation”. The Federa-
tion envisages that if thisis
done, the National Unions will
agsume greater significance,
and be able to expand their
activities. It has recommended
however that District Unions
and Cooperative Banks be al-
lowed to function.

The Memorandum also urges
that cooperative societies be al-
lowed to buy up the balance
50% of the shares of the Peo-
ple’s Bank presently held by
the Government, and elect
four out of the eight direetors

immediately. It points out
that even when the People's
Bank is fully owned by the
Cooperative Movement, Gov-
ernment could nominate three
of the directors : “they could
guide and assist the Bank and
clarify: government policy on
matters pertaining to the
Bank”. It stresses that the
Bank should make “a more
positive contribution to coop-
erative ‘development and be
committed to support efforts
made to develop the Move-
ment in Ceylon and particular-
ly be committed to make sig-
nificant contributions for co-
operative educational pur-
poses, a fundamental prerequi-
site for cooperative develop-
ment’’. It recommends that
the Baok should, ‘‘asa matter
of policy contribute a mini-
mum of 5% of its profits to the
Cooperative Federation for
cooperative education and
propaganda purposes”.

Liguidate CWE

The Memorandum urges
that the present CWE be ligui-
dated and some of its functions
taken over by a newly formed
Board of Trade ; its functions
of a Cooperative Wholesaler
should be handed over to the
All Ceylon Cooperative Con-
sumers’ Union. In the alter-
native, the Federation suggests
that 50% of the CWE’s shares
be owned by the Movement
and at least four or five of the
Directors be elected represen-
tatives of cooperatives.

The Federation also recom=
mends that the development
of the Movement should no
longer be the responsibility of
the Cooperative Department:
the Department of Coopera-
tive Development should re-
vert to being justa Coopera-
tive Department headed by the
Registrar of Cooperative So-
cieties, whose primary respon-
sibilities will be registration,
cancellation and liquidation.
The Memorandum points out
that the function of auditing
cooperative societies should
gradually be handed over to
the Federation, which will also
undertake the supervision and
extension work presently per-
formed by the Department.
The Federation also empha-
sises that the practice of ap-
pointing Boards to manage
societies should be done away
forthwith : instead there should
be provision for the general
body of the society to hand
over the management to a
gpecial department of the Fe-
deration formed for the pur-
pose.

Union Wants Office Re-opened

A resolution calling upon
the Cooperative Dept. to re-
open the ACCD’s office at
Thenmaradchy was passed by
the Thenmaradchy East MPCS
Union at its Annual General
Meeting. Mr. Y, R, Rajarat-
nam presided.

Another resolution called
upon ths Union to embark on
the manufacturé of soap and
camphor, and to trade in kero .-
sene. The Union also resolved
that arrangements should be
made to transport onions from
Kodikamam Railway Station.

In his presidential address,
Mr. Rejaratnam said the Uni-
on had adopled modern busi-
ness meshods and was stream-
lining its administration.

Mr. T. Murugesu, HQI

warped against rushing into
new ventures, without careful
preparation : they should gra-
dually expand their activities.

Mr. P. Selvaretnam, Admin-
istrative Secretary, NDCF
pointed out that there were
possibilities now of Unions
directlyimporting some of their
requirements: the Union
should seriously consider this
possibility.

Messrs. C. Velu, V. Sarava-
namuttu and A. Sinnathamby
were elected to fill the vacan-
cies in the Committee.

According to the Statement
of Accounts for the period
1-10-67—30-9-68, the Union
has made a net profit of
Rs. 20,700/ .

Pointing out that if the Co-
operative Federationis to truly
function as the apex institu-
tion of the entire Movement,
the link between the Federa-
tion and its affiliated societies
and Unions should be a strong-
er one, the Memorandum re-
commends that the basis of
representation in the Federa-
tion should be on the number
of individual members, and
societies within a disirict
should be allowed to elect one
delegate for every ten thousand
members affiliated to them.
*In electing these representa-
tives, weightage should be
given to the number of mem-
bers in each society. Judging
from the fact that there are
over one million members, ac-
cording to these proposals the
Federation General Assembly
should get a little over a hun-
dred representatives. Further,
even the national apex busi-
ness unions should be allowed
to send one representative
each. Thus we envisage the
total strength of the Federa-
tion General Assembly to be
around 120 delegates which
should be a fairly representa-
tive body”. The functions of
the Federation will be (a) Co-
operative education and pro-
paganda (b) Extension and
Supervision (¢) Auditing of co-
operativesocieties (eventually).

The Memorandum strongly
urges that the Cooperative
Fund should be totally owned
and administered by the Fede-
ration according to an accept-
ed set of rules and regulations
incorporated in the by-laws of
the Federation. In conclusion
it states ““the object of our re-
commendations has been to
make the Cooperative Move-
ment efficient, independent and
a dynamic force in economic
development and in strength-
ening democracy in the coun-
try.... Most of our recom-
mendations are inter-connect-
ed and together they are ex-
pected to provide anintegrated
approach to the realisation of
the object mentioned above.
Therefore if some of the re-
commendations are not imple=
mented, the effect of some of
the other proposals may also
be considerably ' weakened™.

The Federation will in due
course submit a comprehensive
memorandum which will “fully
analyse the role played by the
Cooperative Movement in the
economy of Ceylon and em-
body our detailed recommep-
dations pertaining to evely
aspect of the Movement”.
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Government Okays
Import of Lorry Chassis

The President of the Coop-
erative Federation of Ceylon,
Mr. Edmund Wijesuriya, MP.
has informed all Unions that
the Government has permitted
the import of Lorry Chassis
(Isuzu Diesel Trucks) under
0.G.L, This, he states in his
circular, will provide an op-
portunity to Unions to obtain
their “‘full requirements of
transport®’.

Unions are advised to make
their bookings with the Man-
ager, CWE Parts and New Ve-
hicles, who will furnish further
details. He states that if im-
mediate bookings are made.
Unions should be in a posi-
tion to obtain allocations from
the first consignment.

Coop Dept. and District Unions
Should Work in Collaboration

The Cooperative Depari-
ment and the District Unions
should work in collaboration.

This was the view expressed
by Mr. D. E. Hettiaratchi,
President of the Galle District
Cooperative Union, before the
Cooperative Commission when
it held its Public Sittings at
Galle.

Mr. Hettiaratchi said he
was happy that such collabora-
gion existed in Galle District.
He pointed out that more fre-
quent audits of cooperative
societies could check malprac-
tices to a great extent: their
Union had organised a uni$ of
Itinerant Book-keepers to visit
weak societies and assist them
in the preparation of accounts.

The President of the Matara
District, Cooperative Union
stated that more powers should
be given to District Unions to
collect dues from societies.
He wanted a central body to
be set up for the selection of
employees so that uniform
standards could be maintained,

Mr, L. C, de Silva, Presi-
dent of the Ambalangoda
MPCS Union pointed out that
the Cooperative Movement
was not being fully utilised in
the sphere of agricultural and
industrial development. He
said that the CWE was nota
cooperative organisation and
therefore cooperatives could
not have faith in such an insti-
tution. He wanted the credit
policy of the People’s Bank to
be revised. He also advocated
a body like a Commission to
go into the problems of coop-
erative employees.

The President of the Niya-
gama MPCS drew the Com-
mission’s attention to the em-
ployee problem faced by smal-
ler societies. A manager who
had defrauded a society could,
he said, when dismissed seek
redress from the Labour Tri-

bunal and very often the La-
bour Tribunal orders re-ins—
tatement of such employees.

Mr. P. A.T. Gunasinghe,
Govt. Agent, Galle, stressed
that Govt. personnel dealing
with cooperative development
activities should have special
training in personnel manage-
ment and rural development
work. Posts such as that of
ACCD’s should be given to
officers experienced in rural
work and who looked upon it
as a vocation. He said there
would be no harm even if
these posts are taken out of
the CA>: Deputy Commis-
sioners® posts should be given
to officers who possess at least
five years experience of coop-
erative work. Mr. Gunasinghe
pointed out that the success
of Youth Schemes depended
on the selection of youth with
the right type of background
and the efficiency of the ad-
minisirative staff.

Representatives of the Maha
Ambalangoda, Akuressa, Ded-
dugoda—Hirimbura, Koho-
lankula and Mahawatte MPCS
stated in their evidence that
the common problems con-
fronting them are: the inade-
quacy of consumer commodi-
ties supplied to their societies
while these are made available
at the near-by CWE Depots,
the issue of a bigger percent=
age of important commodities
to the private sector and the
purchase of paddy by private
traders. They said they had
no objection to bigger MPCS
coming up at DRO Division
level, if their requirements of
congsumer commodities are
fully satisfied. Such multi-
purpose cooperatives could
open up branches at places
where the present village co-
operatives are situated, and
manage them from one cential
organisation : this would .esult
in greater efficiency.
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PARENTS ASSOCIATION
CONDEMNYS LOTTERY

The Parents Association of Jaffna has strongly con-
demned the lottery being run by the Education Depart-

Here’s the text of the press statement issued by the

The Parents Association of Jaffna strongly condemns
the move of the Education Department to sell sweep tickets
to school children as something calculated to promote the
gambling instinct and undermine spiritual and moral values
It is the more reprehensible:since
it deludes pupils and their parents into thinking that they
are helping a good cause when in truth what they are heed-
ing to is the base passion of wanting to make a large gain

When schools and teachers promote the sale of sweep
tickets, they are giving a false sanciity to an unethical prac-
The teachers are thus unfaithful to their vocation and
indeed are placing False values before their pupils.

We therefore urge the teaching profession to refuse to
handle these tickets as something clearly inconsistent with
the trust imposed on them by their noble calling. Besides,
despite the Minister’s public assurances to the contrary, the
near-compulsion with which the Department seeks to use
the teachers for this purpose isa gross violation of their
rights and dignity as teachers and contrary to their profes- |

We do not, however, object to money for good causes
being raised by the sale of “gift tickets’ to children and their
collecting money by means of ‘collection cards’ on a volun-
tary basis. That should be for specified and worthwhile
In fact, it should be part of a good social and mor-
al training to teach children to. share what they have with
their less privileged brothers and sisters and to sustain good

K. Nesiah

President

S, Ponniah
Hony. Secretary
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