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COMMENTARY

RE-DESIGNING LIFE IN THE CITY
THROUGH COOPERATIVES

The City, according to Lewis Mumford, is both
a physical utility for collective living and a symbol
of collective purposes. = Walls do not a city make,
nor high-rise structures, nor yet broad road-ways.
A city is essentially a community, a multi-commu-
nity made up of scores of identifiable neighbourhoods,
which together with other factors go to make the
collective personality of a particular city, imparting
distinctiveness to it ,may be, distinction as well.

But, while many a village in Lanka is still a
community with a character of its own, our towns
and cities do not measure up to the definition of the
city. Most of them the haphazard products of the
British Occupation, they remain human jungles not
calculated to provide a creative social environment
for the pursuit of the good life. The transplanted
villagers who came to form the bulk of the citizenry
have left behind the cohesiveness and sense of com-
munity of the village and often are no more than an
anonymous mass, strangers to one another.

We live, however, in an age which possesses the
know-how of providing a creative social setting in
which the highest possibilities of human life can be
furthered. Henry Morris has suggested that ‘‘the
organization of communities around their educa-
tional institutions is the ultimate form of social or-
ganization”. Granting that, we would still urge that

the eooperative soeiety can help to. give identity to-

every neighbourhood and a degree of coherence to
the city as a whole. The well-organized city is both
a habitat and a school for those that dwell therein.
The cooperative can help to make the habitat more
habitable and carry the schooling further.

Following the structural trends of concentra-
tion, rationalisation and modernisation in other co-
operative lands, the Jafina MPCS Union has urged
before the Cooperative Commission the re-drawing
of the cooperative map of the City of Jaffna in terms
of a. large city society on the branch pattern. The
Union is keen on a coordinated and comprehensive
consumer service throughout the city. The coop-
erative super-market envisaged is to serve both the
city and the District.

We are here concerned with the gains that go
beyond the economic ones. Integral to the new
‘branch pattern’ is the strategic location of branches
in local areas that possess some geographical unity
and some possibility of developing into a social en-
tity. While the area covered should be large enough
to form a viable cooperative unit and a self-sufficient
neighbourhood, it should be small enough to make
the branch meeting a face-to-face group. There can
be no place for private ‘Authorized Dealers’ where
it is sought to make the branch a confederation of
the heads of 1007 of the households in the locality.
The Union as a delegates’ assembly would incarnate
the larger city commaunity if it is not broken up into
factions and sections. In fact the cooperative society
can help to make the city community more of a
community by the mutual understanding that results
from its democratic processes. A common archi-
tectural design for the city's cooperative shops
would further that common sentiment as well as
pride in the movement. In and through all these
activities the cooperators and citizens would learn
to reconcile what belongs to a part with what belongs
to the whole. The use of the surplus arising out of

. trading activities for a cultural and educational pro-
gramme would be in keeping with the tenets of
good cooperation. :

To re-structure the City’s cooperative. move-
ment would then be to re-design the  collective life
of the city : it would be to make of the cooperatives
a force for an enlightenzd citizenship.

More Red Onions Supplie

The Northern Division Agricultural Producers’ Cooperative Union supplied
425,786 cwts. 3 qrs. 8 Ibs. of red onions to the CWE last year, an increase of

over 40,000 cwis. over 1967’s supplies.

In 1967 and 1966 the NDAPC Union

supplied 380,849 cwts. and 339,030 cwts. respectively. The despatch figures
show that the Union’s supply of red onions to the CWE has been progressively

increasing during the past few years.

Informed sources state that last year's

total production of red onions in Jaffna would have been 20 per cent more
than the amount supplied to the CWE.

Last year the Union han-
dled 34 cwis. 2 grs. of chillies,
108 cwts. of potatoes (which
it sold to the private trade)
and 102 cwts. 3 grs. 22% lbs.
of Bombay onions, Informed
sources point out that the rea-
son why the Union was un-
able to handle bigger quanti-
ties of these crops was that
the market prices were much
higher than the GPS prices:
therefore members preferred
to sell their crops to the pri-
vate trader instead of surrend-
ering them to cooperatives.

The Union also handled
6803 bushels of paddy last

Commissioners Visited
Training School

During their stay in Jaffna,
the members of the Coopera-
tive Commission paid a visit
to the Jaffna Cooperative
Training School.

Welcoming the Commission-
ers, the Principal, Mr. K. Para-
mothayan pointed out that the
Chairman Dr, A, F, Laidlaw
had, at the ICA Congress held
in Vienna in 1966, stressed
quite categorically that Coop-
operative Education should be
carried out by cooperative or-
ganisations themselves.

He said that at the School
the students were taught the
needs of the community, their
duties and responsibilities to
society and the essence and
significance of Cooperation.
He summed up by saying that
the students were taught the
‘habitual vision of greatness’.
They impressed on the stud-
ents that working in the Coop-
erative Movement is the best
way of serving the nation.

Business Has lnqreased

The 15th Annual Report of
the Northern Province Coop-
erative Printing and Publishing
Society states that business
has increased and the Society
is faring better than ever be-
fore.

During the periods 1-4-66—
31-3-67 and 1-4-67—31-3-68,
the turnover was Rs. 53,209/
63 cts, and Rs. 82,835/30 cts.
respectively. The gross profits
were Rs. 6,902/19 and Rs.
15,264/74 cts- respectively. The
net profits were respectively
Rs.'1,200/77 and Rs. 6,660/49
cts.

The Society has repaid the
balance Bank loan of Rs.
11.500/-and has obtained a
fresh loan of Rs: 175,000/- to
buy new machinery. !

The new machinery—a
Double Demy and a Catter—
bas arrived and is being fitted

year and sold Rs. 157,148/25
cts. worth of plantains to the
Marketing Department.

There was a markedincrease
last year in the Union’s turn-
over of irrigation pumps and
agricultural implements etc,
The breakdown 1is as follows :

Irripation Pumps and Spares
—Rs. 271,825/43 cts. ; Insecti-
cides and Sprayers—Rs. 337,-
648/32 cts.; Fertilisers—Rs.
146,135/91 cts.; Onion Koo-
dus—Rs. 417,353/36 cts.; Agri-

‘cultural Implements (Mam-

moties)—Rs. 6,006/25 cts,

Batticaloa Union Recommends
Larger Units

The Batticaloa District Co-=
operative Union has—in its
submissions to the Coopera-
tive Commission—recommend-
ed the setting up of larger
cooperative units. It has sug-
gested that in Batticaloa there
should be one society for each
Pattu, with selling points
wherever necessary.

It has also recommended
that the activities of Coopera=
tive Banks be expanded to en-
able them to entertain indivi-
duoal deposits and accounts, as
is being done in other couptries.
The Memorandom stresses
that it will be 2 “major cala-
mity to the entire Movement”’
if Coop Banks cease to exist.
It points out that, in the in-
terest of the Movement, there
should be legal provision for
compulsory saviogs., It sug-
gests that a fund could be
created by making every mem-
ber of a society who surrenders
paddy to that society, leavea

deposit of 25 cts for every
bushel of paddy. This money
could be deposited in the
Savings Account of the Coop
Bank. This way, the Memo-
randum says, in a couple of
years there will be millions
saveds thus providing finance
for cooperative institutions.

The Memorandum also
wants membership in the
District Union to be made
compulsory, as in (Germany:
the payment of contributions
to the District Unions should
also be made compulsory. It
also recommends decentralisa-~
tion to make the District Uni-
ons stronger.

It recommends & thorough
over-hauling of the Coopera-
tive Dept. which should be
made a closed Dept.

The Memorandum also sug-
gests a upified service for co-
operative emplovees, patterned
on the lines of the ILocal
Government Service-

Work Experience Day

The Trainees in all Levels—
Higher, Ordipary and Junior—
and all the Lecturers at the
Jaffna Cooperative Training
School participated in Work
Experience Day—now an an-
pual feature at the School.
Both Upstair blocks, the Com-
pounds and the Hall were
cleaned.

The Principal, Mr. K. Para-
mothavan, in his message em-
phasised the dignity of labour
and the significance of shra-
madana. He reminded the
trainees that the wars of
England were won on the
playing fields of Eton.

Loans For Potato
Cultivation
A motion requesting the
Committee to speedily obtain
loans for the members for
potato cultivation, was passed
at a Special General Meeting
of the Araly South Vigneswa-
ra MPCS. Mr. N. Tharairat=
nam predided.
Mr., . Paramasivam was
unanimously chosen to fill the
vacancy in the Committee.

G. A. Opens New
Building

Mr. Francis Pietersz, Govt.
Agent; Jaffna, opened the new
building put up by the Neer-
vely North MPCS,

Mr. V. Candapillai, D.R.O.
Vali East, unveiled the portrait
of the founder, Mr. Athiar
Arupasalam.

Commission Will Be
Back This Month

The Cooperative Com-
mission will hold Public
Sittings again in Jaffna on
March 21st and 22nd.

On the 21st there will be
two sessions from 9 a,m.
to 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. #fo
5p.m. On the 22nd the
gittings will commence at
9 am. and end at 11 a.m.
as the Commissioners ex-
pect to leave Jaffna by the
afternoon plane.

The Sittings will be held
at Veerasingham Manda-
pam. '
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Medical Manpower in Brifain

A Government study of
Britain’s dependence on overs
seas cdoctors is expecied to
show that at least 50 per cent
of junior doctors in British
ho: pitals come from sabroad,
mainly from the Common-
wealth.

In some regions 68 per cent
are from overseas.

If Indian and Pakistanidoc-

tors in Britain were withdrawn
by their government, the Na-
ticnal Health Service world
be in a desperate position.
The Medical Practitioners’
Union representing 5,000 doc-
tors has impressed this pointon
the Government. There is
-excessive reliance on young
doctors from overseas in
Britain.

In six of the 13 regional
hospital boards in England
and Wales— Newcastle, Leeds,
Chefficld, North-east Metro-
politsn, * elsh, and Manches-
ter—more than 60 per cent of
junior hospital doctors are
from overseas. ln the South-
east. Metropolitan region, 38
per cent of all grades of hos-
pital medical staffs were from
outside the United Kingdom
and Eire

Mr. Crossman, Secretary for
Social Services, i8 expecied 1o
make a statefnent on medical
man power in Britain in
Parliament soon.

A. Prote into Education for
Adults

A Committee to investigate
ways of streamlining adult
education is to be set up by
the Government.

Sir Liont] Russell will head
the team, which will try to
find out why many adult edu-
cational facilities are being
dissipated.

Oue of the big problems is
that three organisations are
doing similar jobs; there is
overlapping and duplication.

They are the night schools
fun by local councils, the
extra-mural sessions held by
Universities, and classes orga-
niscd by the Workers® Educa-
tional Association.

Mr. Dennis Howell, the
Minister responsible for adult
education, wants the com-
mitiee to work out how these
groups could co-ordinate their
ac ivities. In particular h'c is
keen on helping housewives
and ercouraging education 1n
industry.

In the Commons yesterday
Mr. Howell announced the
setting up of the committee.
He said that he regretted the
“ssavage cuts” made in adult
education by somelocal autho-
rities but he pointed out that
they were a very small mino-

rity. :
Public School Privileze is
rapped by T, U.C.

Britain’s Trade Unions are
determined to combat ‘un-
just privilege and social divi-
sions,” which they claim, are
perpetuated by the public
school system.

In a strongly-worded state-
ment issued to-day, the I.U.C’s
General Couneil criticises the
Public Schools Commission
for its soft line on the future
of these schools.

The statement says that th.e
essential function of public
schools is the perpetuation of
educational, occupational and

NEWSLETTER

(Our London Correspondent)

social privilege, The T. U. C.
General Council wonldimpress
on the Minisiry of Education
that the Commission has fail-
ed to analyse rigorously
enough the nature and pur-

ose of the system; the ‘re-
ormed’ public schools would
not cease to offer their upper
class pupile the same advant-
ages as at present,

The main conclusion of the
Public Schools Commission
was that independens board-
ing schoois should be encour-
aged to admit assisted pupils
to at least half their places.

But the T.U.C. statement
comments : “The introduction
of State-assisied pupils into
‘integrated’ public schools is
likely to ensure merely that
inequelity of opportunity
reases to depend solely on
parental income and social
class.” It adds that privilege
cn education must be abo-
lished. The statement con-
cludes that public schools
must be brought effectively
within the control of the pub-
lic education saathorities—for
whatever use they choose.

The London Sixth Form
Heforms

A repoit on the Develop-
ment of Sixth forms in Lond-
on Secondary Schools has
been released,

The report suggests that
sixth forms in certain smaller
schools might be merged or
formed into a *‘consortium®
giving ‘A" level pupils a
wider choice of subjects.

The report, published by a
working party of the Inner
London Education Autho-
rity’s own officials questions
the Authority’s policy of esta-
blishing sixth forms in every
school. 1t says that such a
policy can, in certain areas,
waste gcarce teaching resour-
ceg and can provide too Jimit-
ed a choice of courses for *“A”’
level pupils.

There is a comprehensive
re-organization of schools in
London. The London Coun-
ty Council is firmly resolved
on a pattern of 11— I8
all through comprehensive
schools in every area of the
city.

The present Report, which
is backed by impressive statis-
tical evidencs, is supposed to
be the first detailed study of
what this policy can mean in
practical terms.

It argues that a “viable’
gixth form should be able to
offer students 10—12 subjects
at “A” level and that the
teaching groups for these sub-
jects should be no smaller than
five or no larger than 15, It
calculates that this means a
Sixth form group for A" level
of no fewer than 40—45 pupils,
entailing 8 total sixth form of
possibly mo fewer than 100,
This does not include those
pupils taking other courses
such as “0O" leve] after they
are 16. Yet the Working
Party's study shows that in
about a quarter of the schools
in London, there are no less
than 30 pupils in the sixth
form as a whole. It accepts
that this proportion will dec-
line as staying on becomes
more popular—the 30% that
stared beyond 16 im 1967 is
expecied to rise to 61% in
1980.

But this would not cure the
problems, particularly in the

educationally deprived areas
where numbers in sixth forms
are well below the average
and likely to remain “non-
viable' into the foreseeable
future. The Working Party
makes & number of sugges-
tions for investigating this
problem.

1. Co-ordinated provision
of sixth form teaching and
facilities  between  certain
schools and a college of fur-
ther education.

2. Ezxisting grammar and
other secondary schools which
are already intended to work
in close association should
have common provision for
“A” level subjects.

3. Two or three schools may
form a comsortium for the
provision of sixth for m courses,
with a Director of sixth form
studies responsible for plan-
ning and co-ordination.

4. In a few cases, upto 1975
it may be necessary for “A”
level studies to be concentiat-
ed in certain comprehensive
gchools in an area and for
A" level pupils (but not
other sixth formers) to transfer
at 16 plus to such schools.

Vigorous opposition is al-
ready promised from certain
Labour Councillors and from
the London teachers’ organi-
zations; they are adamant in
wanting to see a sixth form at
every secondary school. They
argue that the suggestions by
the report would hit parti-
cularly hard those schoolsin
deprived areas where a sixth
however small, is crucial to
the school’s morale and its
ability to attract a good staff.

The report’s evidence is
also a striking reminder that
comprehensive education is
still far from a reality. Many
of the schools that would
suffer under its proposals are
small comprehensive schools
that are still heavily creamed
by existing local grammar
schools.

Yet, the fact remains that
the concentration of sixth
forms obviously leads to an
economising in the use of the
mosy scarce and expensive
teachers and facilities.

The officer who chaired the
working party that produced
the report is Dr. E. W. H.
Briault, one of the foremoss
advocates of the London Edu-
cation reorganisation plan.

Kingsley Martin
The Crusader

Perhaps it is providentially
coincidental that Kingsley
Martin passed off as Cairo,
during one of his many travels
in the East. . His contribution
to the political life of three
decades, was for Asia, Africa
and for his own country. It
was more for Asia, and for
Western Asia at that. His life
was to prod the conscience of
his readers with passion and
conviction, and also to indi-
cate glternative routes out of
whatever mess he was de-
nouncing.

He was a journalist for 30
years ; he became the editor of
New Statesman in 1930, the
weekly journal of opinion
appealing to the educated
Left. Under him Statesman
had an epochal editorship. In
bis hands the Staresman be-
came compulsory reading at
cabinet level in most countries,
in University Senior Common
Rooms, and in circles where

The Weapons

It is an age old question:
what price words versus bui-
lets, & sentence versus a salvo,
a written page versus artillery
fire, a poem versus bursting
bombs:=—what can lterature
do to cutlaw war ?

And in our days more es-
pecially: what iofluence can
German literature exe:cise on
a war that is being wazed on
the other side of the globe?

But: how far away does
Vietpam lie ?

Is it farther from there to
us than from Hiroshima to
us, is it farther from Hanoi to
Berlin than from Havana ta
Berlin? How far does the
spectre of death that haunts
the world have to travel to
reach Germany? How [ar
would it be for the confligra-
tion now raging in a Vietpam=
ese villages how much tims
would it need to spread to us?

A Special Kind of Life

Vietnam lies next door. That
is the threat, and :hat is at
the same time our chance.
And even were it otherwise
were the death which is jam-
pant in that distapt proximity

by HERMANN KANT

completely divorced from our
life, it would w¥et be equally
our concern to chalienge it.
For literatura itce!lf is ocrlya
special kind of life; it 18 in fact
life, or at least a healthy sign
of wvitality, an essent'sl part
cf buman self-asseiticn, and
whether it paints in brilliant
or sombre chades, whether it
provokes laughter or tearsy the
bre:th of the world would be
constricted without it, and
wherever this (hreat of coos
triction arises, literature cao-
not ignore it.

But what can literature do?

Literature does not deter-
mine life or death, All it can
do is make the one as well as
the other mores comprehensi-
ble, and it can help people
make decisions. A writer can
help to nourish illacions; be
can write to stir sleeping minds,
be can gloss over realities, or
can try to infuse his views into
these realities.

opinion formers met to inform
opinion. The first post war
Labour Government in Britain
did not mercly comprise a
section of his readership; they
contained men who had work-
ed for him or wri ten for him.
He exercised an influence in
British politics out of all pro-
portion to the circulation of
the journal he edited.

Gandhiji influenced him
immenssly; with Jawaharla!ji,
he established clos: links. His
championing India’s claims to
independence influenced Gov-
ernment thinking.

He was the son of a Uni=
tarian minister from whom
he acquired a spiritual Puri-
tanism; this he married well
with his inteliectu=1 humanism.
After leaving Cambridgs, he
taught political science at the
London School of ! conomics
with Harold Laski, whose

biography he was to later”

write. The biography iz a
political, social, and cultural
study of a movement, than
the biography of an indivi-
dual.

He was indomitable, he was
a crusader,

May we salute this noble
and great name.

of Conscience

Of the lurkiog evils which
have always beset literature
rezignation 1s today the most
pernicious—the bitter dounbt
whether the word of the writer
would ever be capable of ac=
complishing anything.

Bat it the only thirg a piece
of writing accomplishes is to
make a few people see a little
more clearly, to gain a some=-
what more accurate idea of
the true facts, if literature
merely  succeeds in making
people a little less indifferent,
a tr fle more alert, if it strikes
just one responsive chord,
then it hhs revertheless
achisved something of import.
Where the words of a writer
sharpen the mind blunted by
babit, where they make lethar-
gy suspect, where they provoke
8 freling of uneasiness about
dangerous complacency, thete
literatiire has become a force
tratitselt pointsto the writers’
resionsibility,

The forces of reaction and
sggression have always inclu-
ded the brevity of human me-
mories and the cold comfort
of the fatal and suicidal adage
“You cap get used toanything”
in their galculations. Add
the incendiary term “es-
calation” is "only one varia=-
tion on this theme. Certainly,
it also bas a military conno-
tation; it describes the adop-
tion of garotte m thods by the
armed aggressors, it is a novel
formula for calculated murder,
but at the same (ime
it & & word expressive of that
speculation on human forget-
fulpess, on people’s essential
but neveithele:s terrifying abi-
livy 10 zet used to anything.

What s expected of us i3
nothing less than this: we
should actustom curselves to
desib in. Vietnam, we.are to
come to terms with murder,
and the hope is that becausa
death cieeps step by step to-
wards. a5, leaving ns time to
famibiarise ourselves with it,
we might in the end accept
our fate,

In Small Doses
Althovuegh perverss, the cal-

r

culation with: death in small >

doses, the speculation
pe.ple will become insensible
it ooly they watch long
enough the death throes of
others: the hope that the
process could become more
tolerable if adminictered by
degrees, ity of course, not more
perverse than theactual crimes
to which we are to bs accus-
toned. I plain language these
are ; loss of liberty, constraint,
extortions iheft, robbery,arson,
man-slaughter, marder and
genocide,

And that we aie to accept,
come to terms with, just be-
cause it happens not at homes
but thousand kilometres away
—or a few doors lurther down
the street—just beczuse this
violence eruots in carefully
measured and gradually grow-
ing charges, instead of tearing
apart the land Vietnam in one
single explosion? Who can
believe or hoye we could live
untroubled by the pictures of
the tortured? Who can seri=
oucly think that our ears could
slowly turn d=af to the endless
cry of orphaned children?
Who is counting here on bhu-
man intaliect and feeling be-
coming paralysed and imbecile?

Yes, our memories are short
ap to & certain point. Yes,
we get used to many things—
but not to everything. Yes,
our patience can be stretched
—but it is not infinite.

(Continued on page 7)
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- The Customs of the Jaffna Tamils
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According to the most reli-
able sources of Ceylon history,
which have studied the ethno-
logical and social aspects of
Ceylonese Culture, the Tamils
occupying the northern part
of the island of Ceylon (Jaffna),
are gettlers from the Chera,
Chola and Pandyan kingdoms
of South India. This point of
view, which has been accepted
by all leading historians, has
thrown out much evidence in
support of the theory that
Ceylon was a part of the Indi-
an Sub-contineni in ancient
times. Whatever the histori-
ans might sav, one faci remains
crystal clear that is, sitvated
in close proximity to India,
Ceylon was direcily influenced
by the cultural renaissance that
took place in India. This has
resulied in the Tamils living
in Jafina directly coming under
the impact of South Indian
cu'ture. 1t is not the purpose
of this paper th throw new
light on the history of Jafina,
in pariicular. But a morpho-
logical analysis of history has
been necessitated in the light
of the scope of ths topis under
review.

The recent chroaiclers of
Ceylon have created an ima-
ginary bee-line for the begin-
nings of the history of Jaffna.
This has resulted in the post-
dating of Jaffna History to the
time of the “ARIYA CHAK-
RAVATHIES™ a line of kings
who raled from SINKAI NA-
GAR, the ancient capital of
Jaffna. - According to these
chroniclere, the origing of the
Tamil Kipgdom in Jaffna can
be ascribed to the first half of

tent, that the invaders found
it new to their alien culture.
Secondly, an indi.genous cul=

. ture, which has the customs as

its mainstay will offer stiff re-
sistance to any destructive
motive by anyone who pro-
poses to destroy it.

A Long History

At the outset, I must empha-
sise that Tamil culture has had
a long history in Ceylon. The
Mauhavamsa relatesthat Vijaya
married a Pandyan princess
from Madura, and that she
was accompanied by a thous-
and families of eighteen guilds
who setiled down in Ceylon.
Coming to History we find
that two Tamils, Sena and Gut-
taka, ruled at Anuradhapura
in the latter half of tre 3rd
century B.C. for a period of /0
years. Furthermore the earli-
est Tamil writing, which has
survived is found in some of
the caves of South India. Itis
interesting to note that an in-
scription found inone of these
caves mentions a “KUDUM-
BIKA"” a house-holder from
Elam (Ceylon). All the afore-
said facts bear testimony to
the fact that Tamil culture has
a very long history in Ceylon.

The Sangam age which was
the formative period in which
the Tamil way of life took
definite shape had its direct
impact on the lives of the Ta-
mils in Jaffoa. This can be
proved by the many words of
Sangam usage still spoken by
the natives of Jaffna. Apart
from this the Sangam author-
ity on Tamil Grammatical
rules is adhered to in the or-

By C. V.

RAJENDRAM

the 13th century. A Socio-
Ethnological Survey of Jafina
denoting a complex Dravidian
culture dating from the age of
cultural renascence viz. - the
Sangam age, and its sub-peri-
ods, does not approve the
theory It scems impossible
how a network of classical
Tamil culture could have
grown within a short span of
700 years. The culture of the
Tamils of Jaffna, whose strong
foundation is bzsed on their
customs has a long history be-
ginning from 3rd century B.C,
or earlier than that. The pur-

ose of this paper though sole~
y intent on giving the differ-
ent customs of the Tamils in
Jaffna in a nutshell is meant
to be objective rather than
subjective. It should be stress-
ed that the culture of the Ta-
wmils in Jaffna, which has nur-
tured the various customs of
the people of Jaffna is pre-
dominantly, Hindu-Saivite.
Th ugh a small fraction of the
inhabitants consists of Christe
ians, Catholics and Vaishna-
vites, Saiva culture and cus-
toms which is predominantly
Hinduistic holds sway over the
others. The predominantly
Hindu Culture of Jaffna was
made to bear the brunt of cer-
tain external modifications,
taboos, ard the do’s aund the
dont’s by the Portuguese,
Dutch and the British invaders
of Jaffna. During this process,
the customs and manners of
the Tamils in Jaffna, absorbed
some of the salient external
features of Western cultore
and civilization, withcut im-
pairing the typical Tamilian
culture of Jaffna. This denotes
notably two conceptions. One
is that the Tamil cultore of the
inhabitants of Jaffna, musé
bave developed to such an ex-

dinary speech of the natives of
Jaflna,

The above considerations
lead to the fact that the cus-
toms of the Tamils in Jaffna
bear a typical Dravidian ime
print, The law of “THESA-
VALAMATI”’ which ranks as
the only coded law for the
Tamils in Jaffna gives legal
sanction to the cusioms that
were observed from many cen-
turies onwards by the Tamils
of Jaffna. This legal document
which was prepared at the in-
stance of the Dutch Invaders
of Jaffna, was prepared with
the help of the Tamil Mudali-
yars. i ranks as the only
availablelegal document which
recognises the customs of the
Tamils in the whole of the
Tamil speaking countries of
she world. This document it=
sclf is ample testimony to the
superior position the customs
occupy in the daily life of
Jaffna.

_ Apart from the customs em-
bodied in the Law of “THE-
SAVALAMATL”, there are oth-
ers of considerable import-
ance. Notable among these
are the Caste system, Dowry
gystem, belief in Astrology,
belief in Black magic, faith in
superstitions, adherence to
Folk-lore and arts, Customs
in wedding and funeral cere-
monies and other religiousand
social rituals. The Dowry sys-
tem apart from the rituals of
marriage and the caste system,
under which pesople are segre-
gated by the various occupa-
tions they pursue, are Dravi-
dian in origin. But it must be
mentioned with due respect to
the Vedic conception of caste
that the caste system in Jaffna
is not based on the fourfold
divisicn of castes, as pros
pounded by Vedic law.

A Tragic Irony

The caste system in Jaffna
is founded on the 'lines of the
post Sangam period division
of labour. It is the direct off-
shot of the structure of Tamil
society which is based on the
various occupations pursued by
the people. Occupational dif-
ferences seem to be the only
criterion to judge an individu-
al's caste. The anatomy of the
caste system, does not deter
the people of Jaffina from ob-
serving castein arigid manner.
In Jaffna, caste differences are
vigorously spotlighted and peo-
ple .are persecuted because of
their caste. [t is an unwritten
law among the Tamils of Jaffna
that no man or woman of supe-
rior caste shall get married
into a low caste family. Bus
the services of certain low
caste people are commissioned
during wedding ceremonies,
puberty ceremonies. funerals
etc. (These are discussed under
wedding ceremonies and fun-
erals). A person who marries
outside his caste. is further
ostracized by his own kith and
kin. Itisa tragic irony that
Jaffoa which can proudly
claim to contain the highest
percentage of the literate po-
pulation of Ceylon, and which
i3 the home of leading schol-
ars, scientists, politicians, phi-
losophers and pandits should
condescend to the level of
treating a section of the popu-
lation with disgust and apathy.
This being the sgituation in
Jaffna, Inter-caste marriages
area very rare phepomenocon,
In recent times, there was an
intcresting instance of a very
rich man, belonging to the so-
czlled Nalava caste, (one of the
depressed classes) offering one
lskh of rupees in cash, a pala-
tial house and jewellery worth
some thousands, to any young
man from the High caste (Vel-
lala Group) who would con=
sent to marry his daughter.
No man from the so-called
high caste people volunteered
to sacrifice his identity. Thisis
sound proof that the caste sys-
tem operates in Jaffoa in full
vigour.

There are various caste
names in Jaffna. The casie
pames differ very much in
South India, though the broad
divisions offer similarities.

The high caste which is sup-
posed to supersede the other
castes in the socizal structure
of Jalina is the so-called “‘Vel-
lala” caste. This name merely
implies *“Cultivator”. This
caste apart from pursuing agri«
culture, indusiry and other
businesses as their means of
livelihoed, has also captured
considerable high positicns, in
the public, mercantile, teach-
ing, medical and engineering
services of the country. In
Jaffoa, unlike in South India,
Brahminos are not afforded the
superior position and status,
by virtue of their supposed
high-birth. This trestment is
meted out to them not becauvse
they are supposed to be infe-
rior to the so-called Vellala
caste, but bzcause they are
very few in number in com-
parison to the so- called Vellala
caste. This approach towards
the Brahmins in Jaffna js also
due to the fact that excepta
few Brabmins who have enter-
ed the public and mercantile
gervices, a larger proportion of
them are still dependent on
the Vellala Temple trustees of
Jaffna. Nex! in lioe is the so-
c:lled “Pallar” caste which is
followed by the so called Nala-

‘Direction More Important
‘Than Speed’

Direction is more important
than specd, pointed out Mr.
K. Paramothayan, Principal,
Jaffna Coop Iraining School,
speaking at the Silver Jubilee
Celebrations of tbe Alaveddy
MPCS. He stressed that man
needed to be free from three
tyrannies—Capitalism, Ignor-
ance and Bad Laws. Empbasis-
ing the need to eradicate ignor-
ance, he urged the Alaveddy
MPCS to embark on 2 pro-
gramme cf education on the
lines of the Workers’ Educa-
tional Associations of Epgland
which had brought village lea-
ders to the forefrons and the
Lsbour Party into being. He
assured the Society of all as-
sistance from the School, in
this direction. He referred
specifically tof the vast num-

bers—more than 4 lakhs—in
this couniry without schools,
whe were thus denied a funda-
mental human right. This
was a challenge to cooperaiors
whose proper task was the
education of the citizen. Would
Alaveddy give the lead in en-
suring to every child, and
thereby every adult of the
future, that ‘habitual vision of
greatness’ which only educa-
tion can give, he asked.

Mr, Paramothayan drew a
parallel between the idealism
of Robert Owen who advocat-
ed the establishment of coop~
erative villages and the coop-
erative village of Alaveddy.
He appealed to them to press
forward till the goal was
reached. -

World Bank to Provide
122.5 Million Dollar Aid

The World Bankis expected
to provide Pakistan an increas-
ed aid of dollars 122.5 million
for financing development pro-
jects during 1968-69.

The Deputy Chairman of the
Plapning Commissicn, Mr.M.
M. Ahmad, said in Islamabad,
on Srd Janpuary, with this am-
ount the World Bank would
become the biggest contributor
of credits and aid to Pakistan
during the curreni financial
year.

The Bank is expected to an«
nounce credits worth 60 million
dollars for wvarious projects
and financing of the PICIC in
the next few days. The Bank
earlier this year committed
62.5 million dollars for devel-
opment projects,

lavar, and the Paraiyar castes.
Apart from these so-called
divisions of caste there are
other castes pursuing different
trades, which rank intermedi-
ate between the Vellala and
the Pallar caste. They are the
so-called, Artisan casies which
consist of 5 distinct classes
koown as the Pancha Kamma-
lar, which comprises the fol-
lowing (1) Goldsmiths, (2)
Brass-founders, (3) Black-
smiths,: (%) Carpenters, (5)
Sculpiors and Architecis. Dy~
ers, Weavers (L herniyar) also
constitute another group with-
in the Artisan class. The other
main castes in this intermedi-
ate grouping are the foliow-
ing :—

(1) Dhobies

() Barbers

{3) Koviyar—Former
anquin-bearers

(4) Thanakarar—A similar
group

(5) Chaandar—Oil milleras

(6j Karaiyar—Fisherfolk

(/) Thimilar— Pandal make
ers for fegiive occasions

(8) Pandarams — Workers
engaged in Hindu temples for
making garlands, and other
decorations for the deities, and
the temples. These prople are
also billed to blow the conch
shell during poocja times in
temples. Pandarams in Jaffna,
are also experts in the culinary
art. For weddings and other
similar occasions, the services
of the so-called Pandarams are
usually harnessed by many &
Hindu family in Jaffna.

{To be Continued)

pal-

The World Bank committed
62.5 million dollars earlier this
year. The amount was origin-
ally expected frcm the Bark
affiliate, the International Dev-
elopment Association (IDA),
but IDA cculd not provide
the money as the funds were
not replenished by the donor
countries. The Bank decided
to give the amount to Pakis-
tan, on spacial soft-terms, and
with a 30 year . repayment
period.

In the meantime, the World
Bank President, Mr. Robers
McNamara, was persuading
contributors to the IDA fund
that they should start making
commitments which they had
sccepted earlier. This move of
the Bank,the Presidend saidhad

met with some success. Asa
result of this, the World Bank
was considering the provision
of more funds 1o Pakistan.
The World Bank would trans-
fer 16 million dollars for the
Pakistan telecommunication
project from the Bank to the
IFA.

The Bank was expected to
provide 20 million dotlars o
the Agricultural Development
Bank of Pakistan to enableit to
import tractors, tubewell equ-
ipment and agricultural machi«
nery. Inthis way the ADB
would be able to sustain its
programme of imports for
continued development of the
agriculture sector,

Mr. Ahmad said that the
World Bank was understood
to be willing to raise its origin-
al commitment to the PICIC
from 25 million dollars to 40
million dollars.

He said, in addition to a
total contribution of 122.5
million dollars to Pgakistan for
the financial year 1968-69 the
Baok would give the country
more funds for setting up two
fertilizer factories, and exten~
sion of Sui gas pipeline to one
of these factories. This money
was committed Ilast year, bus
was being used this year.

Mr. Ahmad said the larger
allocation from the World
Bank to Pakistan this vear
would help sustain itsdevelop-
ment and  import programme.
It would also partly bridge
the gap which might be created
by other sources.

—Pakistan News
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Hence this duplication of
the provision of credit facili-
ties should be removed.

Provision of Crédit and
Savings Facilities to
Rural Areas

The provision of Rural
Banking facilities to the whole
island is a problem to the Gov-
ernment today, Only well
managed large primary Multi-
purpose = Societies have been
entrusted with this task. Hence
to solve this probiem, the
Multi-purpose primary socie-
ties have to be reconstituted
10 serve larger areas inorder
to strengthen their capacity to
undertake economic develop-
ment work in the areaof oper-
ation. The scheme enumerat-
ed above will - provide 1,000
strong societies for the whole
island. These could be pro-
vided with rural banking faci-
lities 1o meet the credit needs
of their members and would
cover the whole island with
their benefits which otherwise
would never be possible in the
present day set up. The pro-
vision of rural banking facili-
ties will also increase member
participation and will encour-
age the savings habit and fin-
ally these banking societies
will be able to finance the cre-
dit requirements of the area
from the savings of the mem-
bers themselves. This is being
manifested in the rural bank-
ing already started in the larg-
er Multi-purpose Primary So-
cieties to which rural banking
facilities have been given.

ondary organisations too have
got into the retail consumer

“trade which is the main func-
“tion of the primary consumer

society and the undue attach-
ment of these secondary level
organisation. towards retail
consumer activities have pre-
vented them from performing
the correct role in the econo-
mic and cooperative develop-
ment of the island.

Middleman Status of
Secondary Societies

The fact that these institu-
tions act only as a wholesale

distributor of the importers, *

have made these insiitutions
the middlemen in the Coop-
erative setup. The importation

today is in the hands of the

CWE, the Food Department
and the private trade import-
ers. Their overheads and pro-
fits and the heavy overheads
incurred by these secondary
unions have forced them to
exact a large percentage of
middleman profits which had
become a burden to the pri-
mary society retail distributor
as well as the member con-
sumer who have to bear them
up for the sake of cooperation.
In order to supplement the
profits to meet the overheads,
these secondary unions have
opened up retail points and
instead of supplying the pri-
mary movement their needs

. fully, they have become a threat

to their very existence by way
of competition in retail trade.
The Cooperative Depariment
has allowed these socieiies to
engage in the retail trade. The

by L. A. A, PERERA

President, Bokundara-Thumbowila
Jaligoda MPCS

Wider Service by the New
Primary Societies

The Consumer Service and
the agricultural and industrial
services could better be pro-
vided by such large sccieties.
Purchase, distribution and
collection could be centrally
organised with a chain of con-
sumer stores and collection
points in the area. :

These strong primary socie-
ties will be able to undertake
more and more development
activities, as they gain more
capital by member-parti-
cipation and gain more expe-
rience in the field of economic
development.

Secondary Societies

In the secondary set up of
the movement, we have today
a total of 275 Unions, of which
24 are District Unions which
are now on the 3rd tier of the
Cooperative phalanx and the
All-Ceylon Federation which
is on the 4th tier. 120 of these
secondary societies are Multi-
purpose Cooperative Unions
which have been set up to pro-
vide facilities and services
needed by the primary socie-
ties which they themselves find
unable or uneconomic to un-
dertake, such as wholesale sup-
ply of consumer goods, agri-
culiural requisites, transport,
marketing facilities and provi-
sion of technical assisiance re-
quired by primary societies for
contracs ‘and building work.
The primary societies have not

received much support from

the secondary level organisa-

tions for the achievement of:

their objects except in the
wholesale supply of consumer
goods. However, these sec-

elimination of the profit mak-
ing middleman being one of
the aims of the Cooperative
Movement, a way has to be
devised to eliminate the mid-
dleman status of the secondary
unions. By this elimination
of the middleman the maxi-
mum benefit must be given to
the producer and to the con-
sumer. Hence in the Coop-
erative'set up the slogan as
well as the actual fow should
be from the Importer to the
Consumer in the case of im-
ported goods, and from the
producer to the consumer in
the case of locally produced
goods and from the producer
to the exporter in the case of
goods produced for export.
As all local producers and con-
sumers have to be embraced
by the movement as a whole,
it should be a set up embracing
the primary as well as second-
ary organisations into one
body.

Apex Society

For this the consumer as
well as the Import and Export
Sectors should besolely owned
by the Apex Organisation of
the Cooperative Movement.
The apex organisation should
be the Cooperative Federation,
of which the District Unions
will be the District organs
managing the District Organi-
sations of the Federation, With
the setting up of a strong pri-
mary movement, there is no
need for a secondary set up at
the sub-district level asin the
case of the Multi-purpose Uni-~
ons of today. These should be
at district level and be known
as District Unions. The CWE
which has functioned as the

.a part remains

Import and Export Organisa-
tion of the Cooperative Move-
ment, a part of which has al-
ready been handed over toa
private organisation ‘“Lanka
Salu Sala” and of which only
at present
should be handed over to the
All-Island Federation as the
funds of thisorganisation have
been mainly earned by the Co-
operative Sector. This new
Import and Export organisa-
tion of the Federation should
have district distribution and
collection centres from which
all requirements of the new
set up will be supplied and all
produce for internal distribu-
tion as well as for export col-
lected. These District Depots
though owned by the Federa-
tion should be under the gen-
eral control of the District
Unions, to the General Coun-
cil of which representatives will
be elected by every primary
society not more thaan 30 ina
district and from amongst
whom a Committee of Manage-
ment will be elected. Those
elected to the Committee of
Management of the District
Unions will all form the Gen-

eral Council of the Federation
and from amongst them the
Directors of the Federation
will be elected. Thus the whole
Cooperative set up will be
closely linked up and the mid-
dleman secondary sociaty set
up finally is eliminated. If a
single distribution centre is
found to be insufficient fora
district, the District Union can
have a larger number of dis-
tribution and collection cen-
tres, which however should
be owned by the Federation.

of liquidated Societies which
stood at Rs, 4,176,543/75 as
on 30-9-66. The Peoples’ Bank
constituted by Act 29 of 1961

‘replaced the Cooperative Fed-

eral Bank and was. to be the
apex bank of the Cooperative
Movement. However, this
purpose has not been fully
implemented nor realised. If
it is to be apex bank of the
movement the primary pur-
pose of the Bank should be to
finance Cooperative organisa-
tions. The Cooperative sector

—Some Suggestions

Finances

The next problem is that of
financing the Cooperative
Movement. Ihave said that
what is left of the Import and
Export Organisation of the
CWE should be handed over
to the Federation. If thisis
not possible, the new primary
set up will contribute to the
formation of the capital re-
quired which should be sup-
plemented by , at least Rs. 3,-
000,000/~ from the Trust Fund

has bought a major portion of
the Share Capital of the Bank
and all the funds of the liqui~
dated Societies are held by
this Bank. The District or
Provincial Bank system should
be continued and be the Branch
organisations of the Apex
Bank. If the Peoples’ Rank is
not in a position to undertake
this function, the Federal Bank
idea should be revived. Gov-
ernment should undertake to

( Cantinued_ on page 7)
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The Problem of Unemployed Arfs Graduates

This problem is fast assum-
ing wunprecedented propor-
tions. There are various
avenues which need explora-
tion even to provide a partial
solution and expedient. There
are said to be about 8000 un-
emploved Arts Graduates in
Ceylon.

By virtue of the mental dis-~
cipline and general knowledge
attained through three to four
years of University education,
an Arts graduate is capable of
adaptation to new ideas and
schemes of training in a variety
of fields in much shorter peri-
ods than several others. Be-
sides, his outlook is broad
and he can be normally ex-
pected to display a great sense
of duty, responsibility and
service as well as dedication.
He is a valuable potential
human resource. During the
war years when Britain ex-
perienced shortages of skilled
persoanel in many areas of
activity, such graduates were

shy lands, (c) salvinia clearing,
(d) soil conservation (¢) dig-
ging new wells and repairing
old ones (f) planting trees, in-
cluding fruit and timber trees
alongroads, (g) growing fodder
crops (h) building small silos
and grain go-downs, (i) rural
housing, (j) giving boost to
several small-scale and coitage
industries such as brick-mak-
ing, cabook (laterite) quarry-
ing for cheap housing in the
wet-zone, wood-work etc. A
pool of personnel at the mid-
dle levels for the above can be
produced by putting Arts
graduates through a crash pro-
gramme of intensive and on-
the-job training, using the
existing facilities of the Uni-
versities, Junior University
Colleges, Technical Colleges,
etc. They do not have to be
scientists, engineers and tech-
nologists.

There is a market for such
personnel in the middle and
supervisory grades in both the

By PROF. K. KULARATNAM

put through even technical
and scieniific crash program-
mes and found to be very use-
ful and successful.

Having regard to our local
man-power needs and in the
context of our development
programmes, it should be pos-
sible to formulate certain feasi-
ble schemes, both short-term
and long-term. It is hoped
that some of the suggestions
given below will receive serious
consideration.

First of all, it will be useful
to set up a central body com-
prising representatives from
various walks of life to for-
mulate and implement an in-
tegrated programme. In this,
priority should be (1) given
to a massive rural works pro-
gramme which, while benefit-
ing the country, will also pro-
vide gainful occupations at
certain levels to Arts graduates,
It could include such valuable
projects as: (a) roadbuilding,
(b) draining swampy and mar-

private and public sectors, in
rural and urban areas, what
with the rapid progress we are
making in agriculture,industry,
transport and trade. Thus a
good part oi the back-log at
Jeast of the unemployed Arts
graduates could be cleared.

Of course, to prevent further
aggravation of the situation,
the question of the regulation
of admission of students to
Arts Faculties will have to be
given serious attention, with-
out detracting too much from
the fact that a liberal educa-
tion is in itself a valuable end
so far as society is concerned,
But the potential value of such
graduates to sociely in terms
of their employment requires
serious consideration in view
of the fact that it is society
that foots the costs.

Agts graduates who have
been specially trained for that
purpose can be of immense
value in our hospitals where
a liaison between the patients

and their relatives and friends
on the one hand and the ad-
ministration and the service
on the other is sorely nceded
today.

Arts graduates are suited to
be trained as public relations
personnel. They can be aba
sorbed into (medical) social
service after appropriate train-
g, Theycan also be used
in adult education programmes,
inthe training of minor em-
ployees of Government De-
partments, Poblic Utility un-
dertakings, efc. for generating
better sense of courtesy, civic
responsibility and other mat-
ters connected with dealing
with the public. Personal re-
lations and liaison officers will
be necessary for our armed
services as well, because good
public relations need to be
devoted in this area.

Graduate apprentices could
be trained for intermediate
level posts in the plantations
and farms, both in the ad-
ministrative as well as techni-
cal fields, such as tea, rubber,
and copra-makers, soil conser-
vationists, field supervisors,
personnel managers, etc. For
some of the above posts, gra-
duates who have done geogra-
phy, economics, etc., would
be found particularly suitable.

In addition to the above,
the question of self employ=
ment should receive more ate
tention than hitherto. Given
the necessary financial assist-
ance in the initial stages, many
graduates would like to set
themselves up independently
in service occupations such as
market promotion, advertising,
clock, watch and typerwriter
repairing, spectacle making,"
poster art, gemmology and a
whole host of other services
now engaging semi-trained or
self-trained persons,

It is stated that at present,
taking all our schools, only
about 7% of the teachers are
graduates, Therefore it should
be possible to employ more
graduates in the teaching cadre
and thus also improve the
quality of education imparted.

(Continued on page 7)
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Nor are they a revelation
made to an enlightened few.
Rather are they the quintes-
sence of the wisdom people
acquired in the hard school
of daily life and work.

Scientific Validity

That is the first basis of
their claim to validity and
authority among all who es-
pouse the Cooperative Move-
ment. Itis a scientific vali-
dity of the same kind and
carrying the same authority
within its own sphere of refer-
ence as that attributed to the
principles of economics or
any other social science. It
will not only stand scientific
analysis but also the test of
application to the solution of
practical problems.

Cooperation, when its prin-
ciples are fully and intelligent-
ly applied, works; it “delivers
the goods’ as effectively and
efficiently, often more so, than
other economic systems. But
Cooperative Principles have
an ethical aspect also. In the
words of Professor Georges
Lasserre, they express the will
to introduce into economic
life a social morality of justice
and solidarity, They not only
give directives for achieving
higher standards of material
well-being, they point to duties
to be fulfilled by all men to-
wards their fellows, Without
linking itself with any parti-
cular moral philosophy or
doctrine, the ethical element
in Cooperation enables its
practice to find sanctions in

policies alone. For one thing
they could not be operated
with the old structures, any
more than the old bottles

" could hold the new wine, New

structures, organisations tech-
niques and methods are un-
avoidable because indispensa-
ble. But even they will not
succeed, if they are aimed at
no more than bringing the
Cooperative Movement up to
the technical level of its com-
petitors and keeping pace
with them. The real problem
is how to employ technology
inspired by Cooperative Prin-
ciples, so that the Movement
regains the superiority over
its  ompetitors it once
possessed and becomes
the pacemaker. This does
not mean beating capita-
list enterprise on its own
ground, but it does mean wid-
ening the area of competition
by adding to business effici-
ency the social benefits which
Cooperation confers because
of its principles—benefits for
which profit-seeking enter-
prise has no interess. So long,
however, as cooperators iden-
tify principles with certain
traditional practices they will
be reluctant and hesitant to
change. They will waste their
energies in fruitless contro-
versy over false issues; and
action which should be prompt
and resolute, because sure of
its objectives, will be inhibited
and half-hearted.
when they have a firm grasp
of their true principles that
cooperators will find the cour-
age to invent and “innovate

by W. P.

WATHINS

every religion which teaches
the brotherhood of mankind
or the love of one’s neighbour
as oneself.,

VII

The endeavour of the
present essay to expose the
general ideas which should at
all times and in all places in-
spire cooperative practice, and
set the standards by which its
success should be judged is
also an attempt to explore the
bases of a logically consistent
theory of Cooperation. It is
not, on that account, merely
an academic exercise. On the
contrary, it has a direct bear-
ing on two phases of coopera-
tive activity in which the
whole future of the Move-
ment is at stake and its power
to continue its development
on what Henry J. May once
called “the lines laid down by
the Pioneers.” These phases
of cooperative activity are
found respectively in the so-
called affluent nations of ad-
vanced economic and techni-
cal aevelopment and in those
whose modern industrial and
social evolution has, histori-
cally speaking, only just be-
gun.

The Real Problem

It would be superfluous to
describe here the critical situa-
‘dion with which Cooperation
is confronted in the affluent
countries. For the last seven
years at least this situation has
been studied by the Interna-
tional Cooperative Alliance
anddiscussed by its authorities
and auxiliaries whose warn-
ings and recommendations
have gone out to all the affili-
ated national organisations.
The new competition cannot
be met and overceme by new

boldly, in order to create the
new forms of Cooperation
which the times demand,

In the newly-developed re-
gions there is also an urgent
need to invent new forms of
Cooperation harmonising with
local conditions or to devise
forms of association through
which people can progress to
the point at which they be-
come able to manage genuine
cooperatives by the light of
their own collective wisdom,
The basic forms of Coopera-
tion—the consumers®/ store,
the workers’ productive so-
ciety, the rural and urban
credit banks, the farmers’
marketing and processing so-
ciety—were invented in Europe
a century or more ago and
flourished in varying degrees
in the European (whi¢h in-
cludes the North American)
economic and social climate,
Later they were transplanted
to other continents, not with-
oub success here and there,
but with results which, while
sometimes quantitatively im-
pressive, have been qualita-
tively disappointing. In Asia,
Africa and Latin America the
Cooperative Movements for
the most part do not display
anything like the same vigour
and sturdy self-reliance as
their European counterparts
did at the same age—apart
from Japan, which is the one
non-European couniry which
has learnt to overtake and
keep pace with European and
American economic progress,
The explanation is not simple,
but experience of technical
assistance leads increasingly
to the surmise that attempts
to promote Cooperation by
simply transplanting its Euro-

pean forms with slight adapta- _

It is only,

tions have often been mistaken
and misguided. It would have
been better to create new types
by grafting the cooperative
idea on indigenous forms of
mutual aid. But this is pos-
sible only for those for whom
Cooperation is more than a
mixed bundle of rules and
practices.

Too Much To Ask

Another factor in the ex-
planation is certainly the low
educational level of those
whom it is desired to help
through Cooperation. - Yet
here again opinion among ex-
perienced  technical experts
and field-workers is veering
towards the recognition that,
for many people, to move for-
ward to full-scale Coopera-
tion in a single leap is too
much to ask. The advance
to cooperative organisation in
which all the principles are
fully applied can best be made
through forms of association
termed pre-cooperative or

para-cooperative, which per-
mit problems to be solved one
or a few at a time and allow
education time to produce its
results. But if the members are
to progress step bystepfrom the
simple to the more advanced,
they must be led and guided
to their proper goals by those
who have a fully-rounded con-
ception of Cooperation and
are capable of applying the
tests demanded by its princi-
ples. The proper goals in this
case also are much more likely
to be original types of coop-
erative suitable to the local
environment than a faithful
copy of a European or Ameri-
can model.

It is in this context that we
realise once more the force of
the reference, already quoted,
of the Principles Commission
to the innumerable groups of
cooperators in their own en-
vironments trying out how
best to attain the ultimate
goals of the movement. Whe-
ther they conceive their goal

as a Cooperative ¢6mmﬁnity, R
a Cooperative Commonwealth ’

or a Cooperative Sector, the
forms of Cooperative Society
which they devise and propa-
gate cannot -flourish unless
they are adapted to their en-
vironment and capable of
sustaining themsélves in it.
In the century and a half in'"
which Cooperation has been
spreading across the world,
its environment has been in
continual change, not merely
in space, but also through
time. The forms must change
accordingly, along with the
Movement’s expansion in
space and continuation in
fime. What remains un-
changed is the primordial
substance, the body of prin-

ciples inherent in the coopera-' -
tive idea, which concentrates °

within itself so much that
mankind, regardless of race
and creed and climate, ecan
accept as right and good.
—ICA Journal

Needed——A-Eew Orientation
For Non-Violence

World conditions are favour-
able for the propagation of
non-violence and India would
continue a perennial tradition
if she undertakes it. From
Asoka to Gandhi, we have
many instances of conscious
acceptance of non-violence.
Hartals, Dharnas, etc, have
been customary methods of
non-violent resistance in our
country. But these are not
eoough. Anyone who preaches
new ways and new values
must practise them meticul-
ously in one’s own life and
must demonstrate that one’s
life is infused with the new
valnes. We.shall be able to
prove the efficacy of the new
way by our example, not by
mere precept+ Mere slogans
will expose us toa charge of
hypocrisy. Hence our real
duty to-day.is to practise maxi-

fact, most foreigners believe
that our behaviour is hypocri-
tical in Kashmir, If we prefer
to feel complacent by harping
on our old tradition and the
name of Mahatma Gandhi,
that is another matter- Other-
wise it is our urgent duty to
give tangible evidence of re-
surgence of our tradition in
our internal and exzternal af-
fairs, This is neither impos-
sible nor wvery difficult. In
view of the general propensi-
ties of our people and provided
the initiative comes from pro-
per guarters, it is not difficult
to make some innovation with
our internal administration or
to winsupport fora platform
of non-violence in external
affairs. The leaders of our
people, particularly the politi-
cal leaders must, however feel

.the need for such effort and

By SHANKARRAO DEO

mum non-vielence in our inter=
nal relations. It is obvious

that we have done practically
nothing in this direction during
the last ten or twenty years.
A living faith in non-violence
should npaturally lead to a
progressive limitation of use of
force in resolving internal dis-
putes. But our governments
at the centre as well as in the
state have never initiated any
move in this direction nor do
they seem to have ever thought
of it. Formerly,drinking was
severely restricted on account
ofthe popular prejudice against
it- But now, it is commonly
believed, prohibition has led
to an increase in crime rather
than decrease in drinking. The
more surprising fact is that in
Communist China which is
supposed to be under a violent
reégime, most changes and re-
gulations are reportedly intro-
doced after educating and pre-
paring public opinion in their
favour. But, in our country,
we rely upon law and adminis-
tration for every thing. What
is true of internal problems is
also true:of external relations.,
We cannot claim that our
policies in Kashmir or Goa are
esercises in pure Abimsa, In

secondly, they should have
faith in their people.
Need for Social Engineering

A clear enunciation of our
ethico-religious objective can=
not be the end of our effort.
We have to indicate the way
to the objective, step by step.
Our ancestors gave due place
to sadhans in their discourses.
This also needs innovation in
the modern context. Tardiness

- in social and economic reforms

against the back-ground of
scientific and technological
progress has been recognised
as a major malady of the mo-
dern age. .Observation and
experimentation could have
free scope in the laboratories
of physical sciences and the
new knowledge, thus secured,
maltiplied human productivity
by regulating mental and mat-
erial phenomena in the world,
Social phenomena de not.
however, lend themselves so
easily to experimentation or
regulation. But opinion is
now veering to the view that
experimentation, observation
and classification have a wide
scope even in the field of soci-
ology. If this view is accept-
ed, it will be advisable to judge
the practicability and desirabi-

lity of any social or economic

regulation empirically so that
the
based on a firm foundation.
To seize upon a programme
merely by trial and error and

to formulate it after a system- 5
atic study of earlier expetiencs' :
and experiments, will lead:to -
widely different results. It has /i

now become possible, tosome

extent at least, to congider so-
cial architecture or social en- °
gineering along ' with morality -
and religion» This will posi-

tively help projects for peace’
and social welfare. The basic
ethico religious' concepts and

social values must, of course,
come & priori, but the process "

of injecting them inte social
life can benefit immensely

from scientific ‘methods and

techniques. Once, we ' are

agreed upon a particular dir- -

ection of progress, we should

formulate our future program- |
me with the data provided by
pilot projects. For example,

if we assent to Ahimsa in prin=
ciple, the progressive limita=
tion on use of force ‘in internal
administration should be un-
dertaken on the ‘basis of ex-
periments and experience: Or
if it is believed that a wide-
spread invocation of the phi-.
lanthropic impalse canlead to a -
peaceful readjustmentof econo-
mic relations, various schemess
should be contrived to test’
their practical utility. The
task of social reformation .
should no more remain the :
monopoly of the agitator. Nor
should we helplessly look upon
law or publicity as the only !
instruments of 'social change. -
'_I'he scieace of social engineer-
ing, like any other field, needs
studious and critical ‘works
spread all over the country.
Whatever success we ‘achieve
as a result of their conscious
efforts will reach all layers of
societys strike déep roots there
and will offer gaidance to the !
outside world, . i a5

Limits on accumulation and
restraived use of wealth apd
power
. The problem of economic
organisation is vitally connect=
ed with the problem of world
(Continued on page 6)

subsequent policies are #
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Otieht-ation For Non-V'iolé-nc'e

(Continued from page 5)
poace. It is an sxiom of mo-
dern capitalist economics that
man is motivated and activated
by self-interest and that an
uconomicrorganisntion can be
smooth and efficient only
when it provides incentives for
people with different’ talents
aod abilities. Even the com-
muvists, although they made
drastic changes inthe exter-
pal organization of the econo-
my, emphasized individual in-
centives in building and pre-
servipg their economic order.
The glariog shortcomings of
capitalism or communism can=
mot be avoided if they depend
too much on individual incen-
tives, The momentous issue
therefore is whether ethico-
yeligions aspirations can even
partially replace selfish incent=
jves. Oriental cultures in In-
dia, China, etc, had succeeded
kn granting greater recognition
to Brahming, Bhikkhus, war-
riors and statesmen than to
those who devoted themselves
to commerce and trade for
sccumulating wealth. These
eultural influences are still ling-
ering in some sections of our
people, who remain more or
Jecs untouched by the ambi-
tion of accumulating wealthe
1f this tendency is reinforced
it will facilitate honest and effi-
cient management of public
and cooperative enterprisings
We bave to plan for an eco-
pomic organisation  today
which will recognize the im-
portance of profitability of
enterprises without unduly
encouragiag the urge for pri-
vAte gains OF potsessions.
this is done by law, the use of
force becomes inevitable &t
various stages; hence, the
desirability of ethico religious
concepts in preference to lawa
In the olden times activities
prohibited by caste conven-
tions, even though lawlul were
avoided by people. In the

same manners if there can be.

a code of conduct for the
different modern professions
and if that code can evoke tbe
loyalties of the members of
each professlon, it will help
in setting limits toselfi:h drives
in man. European thinkers
bave given some recognition
to this problem of social res-
ponsibility of professions.

Bhoodan—Gramdan

QOnly one experiment of non-
violent transformaticn and re=
orientation of economic order
is under way- Thatis Vinoba's
Bhoodan-Gramdan movement.
Undoubtedly, this is & novel
experiment. It was initiated
in a characteristic manner.
Although, it has not achieved
any spectacular results, its
methods are so unprecedented
that even if there is the slight-
est chance of its eventual
success, it deserves to be sup-
ported in every possible way.
The problem of a just eccnos
mic order is s argent to day
as that of world peace, If the
modern means of preduction
gemain in private hands, they
fead to & concentration of
power, the rich become richer
and the poor poorer and the
health of the social organism
deteriorates. ©On the other
band, if these means of pro-
duction pass primarily into
ibe hands of the state, the de-
smon ol dictatorchip raises its
pead, 1f a decentralised and
broadly autonomous economic
order, with the smaller econo-
aic units in private hands and
the laiger ones owned and
managed by cooperative com-
auuaities, can be evolved, it

will take us safely through the

horns of the dilemma of dis-
parities versus dictatorship,
This . economic organisation
will become relatively stable
if it is created and defended
mainly by the voluntary will
of the people rather than by
the administrative fiats of
the Government. This seems
to be the broad conceptual
background behind the Bhood-
an Gramdan movement.

Even if we assume that the
Bhoodan Gramdan movement
makes good headway in the
future, it will take a long time
to achieve positive results.
There are two principal ob-
jections to the view that the
movement is proceeding in the
right direction. Firstly, the
movement encompasses only
the rural or agricultural sector
of the economy. Inthe meo-
dern age, the major concentra-
tions of wealth and power are
located in the cities, in trade
and industry. The Bhoodan
movement does not vet touch
this vital urban section. The
slogan of sampatti dan is too
weak to affect the issue of the
ownership of urban means of
production, Hence it is neces-
eary to proclaim that the same
principles will apply to urban
trade and industry as they
gpply to land under gramdan,
namely, all land theoretically
belongs to the village com-
munity and all future trans-
fers are regulated by the vil-
lage panchayat. It is not easy
to give practical shape to these
principles in the urban sector.
The more difficult problem is
to create progressive willing-
pess among the owners of
urban wealth to divest them-
selves of their properties. If
this is not done soon, the Bho-
odan Movement faces & grave
danger of severe set—back,
People are likely to feel that
the Bhoodan workers are cap-
able only of pestering the poor
villagers but have nothing to
say to their own really power-
ful brethren in the cities. If
social transformation can be
brought about by the method
of voluntary gifts, it most be
demonstrated how it will oper-
ate in the urban sector of the
£conomy.

The other obstacle on the
way is a lack of awareness
among the leaders of Bhoodan-
Gramdan of the need for sus-
tained, systematic, well plan-
ned and organised effort to
conduct the movement. Many
Bhoodan leaders think that
their job is done when the
gift deeds are signed and most
of them oppose organized me-
thods of work. It is obvious
that any complex social trans=
tormation will demand disci~
plived work on the part of a
large number of dedicated in-
dividuals. And when it is de-
cired tosecurs such transfor-
mation by educating and per-
snading large masses of people,
it will require greater time,
tepacity and persistence. No-
where in the world has any
gocial transformation taken its
own chape when a few think-
ers floated a few idems in the
air or voiced them off and on.
Hence; the Bhoodan-Gramdan
movement is Dot likely to
achieve any positive results as
long as it is not backed up by
a well knit organization of a
large number of talented work-
ers. -

We may, therefore, conclude
that we have indeed created
an ideological framework ; but
we have pot been able to do
much by way of infusing life

CEYLON'S INCREASED
RICE PRODUCTION

Ciling increased rice pro-
duction in Asia and other
areas, Foreign Agriculture, a
publication of the U.S. Dep-
artment of Agriculture, noted
that Ceylon has a 1968 —69
harvest of some 1.3 million
tons of rough rice, compared
with 1.1 million last year.

The article, however, points
ed to a fall in production in
othzr countries, snd attributed
the reverses largely to adverse
weather. The article began:

“The challenge of agricul=
wral production and trade is
that no situation ever re-
mains the same: with weather
and produccr intentions un-
certain, shortages may luin to
surpluses in no time (or vice
versa), and prices may sky=
recket and nosedive accord-
ingly.

#Such is the case for rice—
a decidely volatile crop this
season and the previous two.
In the first of these, 1966—67,
an extreme low in production
occurred; in the following
year, output _skyrocketed 1o a
new high. Then, early this
season, it looked as if a near-
record crop would lead to a
glut on the export market for
rice. Exporters prepared for
the worst and goveroments
began reappraising their pro-
duction policies only to see
a tempering of the cycle as
drought gripped several South-
east Asian countries in No-
vember and December 1968
just prior to harvest,'l

The use of high-yieldirg
varieties of rice and better
production practices contri-
buted to increased rice pro-
duction in 1967—68, the arti-
cle said. It continued “but
as has always been the case
weather was the crop maker
and breaker. Drought in some
areas and floods in others
reduced the 19¢6—67 produc-
tion (excluding Mainland Chi-
na, North Korea, and North
Vietnam) to only 1¢0 million
metric tons, of rough rice—
the lowest level in many
ye.“'n

The United States “‘once
again topped past perform-
ances, with a crop that was
17 percent above last season’s
to a record of 4.8 million
tons,” the article said.

and flesh into it. We appear
to be faltering and floundering
inspite of the near gnanimity
of objectives among our people.
The administrators, the think=
ers and the workers must co-
operate whole-heartedly in any
programme of action. The
administrators do not seem
to feel the need for thinkers
and they perhaps believe that
workers can be hired or trained
by the authorities. The think-
ers on their part, are divorced
from the administrators and
apathetic to the practical as-
pects of implementiog pio-
grammes. It is difficult to
cieate a chain of devoted
workers or ergage them in
dogged and disciplined work,
in the absence of vigilant gui-
dance from thivkers and active
support of administrators. We
must break through this vicious
citcle. Ouly, then, shall we
progress in the direction of
creating & free, virtuous, ega=
litarian and haopy human
family.

—Sarvodaya

The article noted these
points :

Rice production in Main-
land China is believed to be
below that of last year because
of extensive flood damage to
the early crop.

West Pakistan, a surplus
producer while the rest of the
country is in a deficit position,
has a very good 1968—69
crop; estimates run as high
as 2.1 million tons, or 75 per-
cent above last year's crop.

Riee production in India is
estimated at 57 million tons,
or seven percent below last
geason’s crop.

— SIS News Bulletin

‘Anna Trapsforme&"
the Tamil
Language’

Annathurai transformed the:
Tamil language into an effec-
tive instrument of modern:
thought and enabled it to take
its place among the languages
of the world. He gave new
life and impetus to the Tamil
language, states a unanimous.

resolution adopted by the Ma-
thya Vanki Tamil Ilakkiva
Manram, an organisation
‘committed to the preservation
and promotion -of the Tamil
language and culture’.

Services in Eravurpattu.

Eravurpattu M.P.C.S. Union Ltd.,
Chenkaladi

We are ;—Agents of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Led.

. s Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

.. . Peopie’s Bank in Pawn Broking,
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian |

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government.

Wholesale and retail dealess in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

Phone 28 Eravur.

EARN AN EASY
: RS, 150/~ PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE !

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs, Pillow Cases,
Towels, Door and Window Curtains.

Avatlable in lovely designs and enchanting colours as

Jaffna Go-operative Textile

Societies Union,
10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA,

FIXED DEPOSITS

and 43% respectively.

posits from 1-5-67

(2), From 1-11-1967, in the

interest; payable will be 437;.

PAWN BROKING

Pawn Broking is done
of interest charged is 107
is allowed.

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD, |

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13,
23% and 31%, respectively. On Deposits for § years and over |
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest at the rate of 3% is allowed on Savings De- |
Arrangements can be made to withdraw |
funds from this account daily. _
case of Institutions, the rate |

of interest payable will be 47 for the month in which there

is a minimum balance of Rs, 5,000/ or over. :
(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of |

SECURITY DEPOSITS .
From 1-11-1967, the rate of interesi payable om Secu- |
rity Deposits of Societies will be 1% '

at all our Branches.
and Repayment by Instalments |
Branches :

]al’fna—-Paranthan—Chunnnkam—Point Pedro |

(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts

—Vali East (Averangal).
Head Office :

59, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.

L
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Reconstituting the .

Cooperative Movemen

(Continued from page 4)
finance a major share of the

- -capital of the Bank as the pro-
per functioning of the Socie- .

ties is vital to the success of
the economic development of
the country. With the streng-
thening of the finances of the
primary socicties by the pro-
posed merger of all societies
-of an area into one primary
unit, the financial credit re-
quiremenis of these societies
will be much more than ai
present and the apex bapk
through its provincial organi-
sations should be capable of
‘meeting all the demands.

Indastrialisation

Industrialisation of the Co-
operative Sector is vital for
-zconomic development and is
the only way by which the
consumers will also become
share holders of production.
The Department of Rural Dz-
velopment and Cottage Indus-
tries is today handling the Co-
operative [Indusirial sector
which is managed by the offie
~gers of the Department. This
sector should be fully inte-
grated with ihe popular Coop-
-grative Multipurpose Primary
Society Movement and the
¥now how of this Departmient
being integrated into the Co-
-operative Department. By
this way all the Cotiage Indus-
trics and other small scale in-
dustries could be brought un-
der the popular Cooperative
sector. There is also no need
for separate Industrial primary
societies or  Secondary Socie-
ties as all the industries will be
absorbed by the Multipurpose
Societies at primary level and
the District Unions at second=
ary level in regard to collect-
ing, marketing and disitibu-
tion for local consumption and
for export on behalf of the
Federation. Large scale indus-
tries need not be started by the
“Cooperative Movenient as all
industries should be decentra-
lised for - betier distribution
and member-participation. If
at all they are to be started
they will be based at District
{evel on behalf of the Federa-
tion. The Federation as well
as the District Unions will

continue the educational fone-

tions, the only functions which
they have been entrusted with
at present. Withoat the active
economic control and develop-
ment functions enumerated in
my scheme, the District Uni-
ons and the Federation will

 remain the

inactive bodies
which they have been up to
now, consuming the funds of
the Cooperative Movement,
which they do not help to
earn,
Aundit

The Audit fanclions may
not be given to the Federation
if it is to be given the Import,
Export and distribution. The
audit functions may best be
retained with the Commission-
er who will also be the Regis»
trar of Socicties as at present.
Besides these functions
the Commissioner’s Depart-
ment should algo act in a ad-
visory capacity to assist both
in agricultural and industrial
development as the latier func-
tion has to be taken away
from the Rural Development
and Cottage Industries Depart«
ment.

Freedom of Management

The Cooperative Movement
is today not a free movement,
According to the Ordinance,
the rules framed thercunder
and the model by-laws imposed
on the societics and which
cannot be amended without
the prior approval of the Com-
migsioner, the Commissioner
today is the virtual Dictator
of the Movemen: and this
dictatorship bas retarded  the
free growth and expansion of
the movement. Hence the
Ordinance, the rules and the
bye-laws should be revised to
promote mere independence
and allow free growth of the
movement.

Distriet Unioa and
Federation bye-iaws

The District Union bye-laws
and the Federation bye-laws
should be suitably amended to
fit in with the new set up and
the freedom of the Movement
envisaged in the amendments
to the Ordinance and the Rules
framed thereunder.

Conclucion

Thus it will be seen that the
Movement today is full of
weaknesses and fettered by re-
gulations which hinder devel-
opment. If proper steps are
taken to remove these weak-
nesses the rules and regulations
zevised to provide fur freedom
of economic growth, this great
national movement will be the
most effective organ of econo-
mic development of this Is~
land.

SALES Q

§ T"phone :—257, Batticaloa
§ T°gram :—*Service"

Eastern Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Ltd,

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitivu

MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS

SERVICE O
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

SPARES

T’phone :—10, Nintavur

| Phone : E.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

| We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and

Building materials. 2
Agents for: Messrs, Shiell Company of Ceylos Lid., Ceylon

Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C, Ltd., Elephant Brand

4 Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T'gram ;: **Yarlonion®’,

Unemployed Arts Graduates

{ Continued from page 4)

Besides, in the north and
cast, attention should be paid
to the re-planting of the pal-
myrah palm in- vacant land
not used for any other purpose,
Also, research should be car-
ried out on the cultivation of
this palm and especially in the
utilisation of its products,
Young graduates could orgin-
ise themselves and perform
this valusble service if they
could be taken into employ-
meni for this purpose.

The question of the opti-
mum utilisation of our valua-
ble human resources ties up
intimately with that of the
parallel protlem of the investi-
gation, utilisation and conser-
vation of our matural (both
physical and biologicil) re-
soutces as weil. One capnot
be dealt with satisfactorily
apart from the other. As our
goal is the attainment of a
welfare state, it means the up-
grading of the general stand-
ard of living of the people,
which may be expressed ap-
proximately in terms of the
following equation:

Sm-;—{- X C, where R=Re-

sources, P==Population, C=
the ability of the people to put
resources to use (Know-how,
etc) and S = Standard of Living
of the people.

Therefore it follows that
equally as attention is paid to
the problem of population
planning in terms of numbers,
age-structure, and education
in terms of valuegystems, etc,

The Weapons

{Continued from page 2)

The voiceof cynicism might
ask : howmany armed divisions
have the forces of reason?
How good a marksman is in-
telligence? What is the ex-
plosive power of justice 7—The
voice of stupidity could ask
the same questions.

For whatever occurs in this
world, although not always
man's will, could not happen,
if man wanted it otherwise,
Reason has the power, if not
to bring violence to its senses,
at least to confine it within

ever closer limits. Intellige: ce.

cannot fire a rifle; but it needs
intelligence to aim ite  Justice
includes scrutiny, and he
whose deeds would not pass
this. scrmutiny; must take his
just deserts,

Literature has been many
things. At its best it bas
mlways been the expression
and instrument of reason, in-
telligence and justice.

Whoever attacks a natiom,
poisons & countrys fetz fire (o
its crops and tortures its citi-
zans must reckon to make a
terrifying number of enemies,
He may for a while believe in
his armourplated defences; he
may consider & night survived
in occupied territory a triumih,

+ he may regard as victories the

death of mothers and infants,
but be must know that with
each one of these contemptible
victories and triumphs the
number of his enemies increas-
es.

And we promise nim this:
literature, and that iocludes
literature of this country, will
employ iis own weapons to
spread this truth toos the trath
about the just strucgle of the
Vietnamese people and the
truth  about what official
America inflicts on this Asian
country, and thus on the
world. Literatore bas the im-
mense power of turning a
presentiment into certainty, of
casting  Ihresh doubt on an

of Conscience

we must carry out a survey of
our physical and biological
resources and prepare a Re-
Sources " Inventory, which
should indeed be counted as
a basic pre-requisite to all
development planning. The
Inventory will comprise the
following resources among
otbefs : Land, Soil, Water, Cli-
mate, Rocks and minerals,
Power (fuel and hydro), forest,
grass, fish, animals, etc. In
this regard, the already estab-
lished Physical Resources Di-
vision of the Ceylon Survey
Department could be used as
the nucleus and built upon,
eventually to become a full-
fledged Resou c:s Survey Or-
ganisation. For manning this,
it should be possible to train,
through intensive crash nro-
grammes, a good number oj
the unemployed Arts gradu-
ates zs investigators, collectors,
tabulators, field supervisors
and office staff. Such an or-
ganisation will at the same
time help to set up our eco-
nomy on a scientific footing
and provide the necessary
guide lines for better planning.

The discovery of more and
more resourc:'s will automati-
cally generate employment
avzpues for more and more
of our, at present, under-em-
ployed workforce including,
of course, the graduates,

It is not possible to exhaust
the list of possibilities in a
brief paper such as this. but
it is clear (hat the problem of
the unemployed Arts graduate
is not incapable of solution.

established fact, of making in-
tolerable what has hitherto
been accented, of disturbing
the sleep of the unjust, giving
a pame: to the incomprehensi=
ble, of uncovering the sub-
merged, of exposing to pitiless
scrutiny: in this hour it pits
this power against the bar:
barism which seeks to impose
its '1mage on the world.

How many weapons has
the buman conscience 7

Well we shall see!

—Democratic G.rmany

*Coops Can Meet
Challenge’

Cooperalives can meet the
chalienges of the era, declared
Mr. V. Ponnambalam, Presie
sident Alaveddy MPCS, speak=
ing on Th: Essence of Coop-
eration at the Jafna Coopera=
tive Training School. Sube
stantiating this with concrete
illustrations drawn from his
own rxperience at Alaveddy,
Mr. Ponnambalam said thag
the greatest responsibility rests
with the employees—those
who wield the balince, literally
and figuratively, in their places
of business,

It wzas a pity, he said, thas
many in Ceylon do not yed
accept Cooperation as a philo-
sophy. [In his view, socialism
was possible only threugh Co=
operation. Stressing that there
was a need to purify Cooperas
tion in the fire of patriotism,
he deplored the cowardly re-
luctance to change the leaders
ship of coop societies even
when it is corrupt,

Mt, P, Kandiah presided.

USSR to Help Pakistan
in Deep-Sea Fishing

Three Soviet fishery vessels
will arrive in Karachi waters
aoon to wo:k with the Fishers
ies Pepartment of Pakistan in
deep-sea fishing projects.

This was stated in a radio
interview by the Director of
Fisheries Karachi, /gha Ghu-~
lam Hussain

He said 1hat three deep-sea
fishing vessels . ordered by the
Pakistan Government will
reach Pakistan waters in 1970,
and in the interim period tha
soviet Union will help Pakis-
tan in deep-se a fishing in the
Arabian Sea,

The Director of Figheries
said that a recent survey had
shown that the Arabian S:a
hed ore of the richest reserves
of fishery and it was essential
that this wealth of sea food
should be exploited.

He said Pakistan’s export of
fish and sea foods earned fors
eign exchange of about Rs, 10
million in 1950, but in 1964 it
rose to Rs. 110 million.

! — Paklstan News
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The Cooperative Commission recently held Public Sittings
in Jaffpa. This picture taken on the first day of sittings, shows
the Chairman, Dr. A. F,Laidlaw, seated in the centre, flank ed
by Mr. K. Alvapillai (left),and Mr, T, B. Panabokke (right).

Coops Will

Get Bigger

Quota of Textiles

The Lanka Salu Sala will
give Coop Unions an increased
quota of textiles..

This decision was arrived at
following an interview a joint
deputation of the Cooperative
Federation of Ceylon and the
Ceylon Cooperative Consum-
ers’ Union had with the Min=
ister of State.

As a result of this decision,
Coop Unions which now get
40% of the textile quota, will
be given 45% and the quota to
CWE shops will be reduced
by 5%.

During the discussions, the
Minister stated thay he is pre-
pared to hand over the CWE
shops at once if the Coop Uni-
ons are prepared to take them
over together with the staff.
He also informed the deputa-
. tion that all or any of the im-
ports now handled by the CWE

can be taken over by the Coop-
erative Federation, provided
the Cabinet is in favour. The
Minister will sake up this mat=
ter with the Cabinet as soon
as he hears from the Federa-
tion.

The Federation expressed
fears aboutthe proposed Dried
Fish Joint Stock Company.
The Minister explained that it
would not be a private sector
company and the objective
was to decentralise the CWE
because the CWE was too
vast.

When the question of the
impert of pulses, Bombay oni-
ons etc. (now handled by the
Food Commissioner) was taken
up, the Minister said he had
no objection to the Coopera-
tive Federation importing
these items, provided the Min-
ister of Food and Agriculture
has no objection.

Government

Encouraging

Farmers

The Government is encours
aging farmers in every way
and providing them with en-
ough incentives to produce
more, stated Mr, T.Kanda-
swamy, ACCD Jaffna South,
addressing the Annual General
Meeting of the Madduvilnadu
MPCS.

Mr. A. V. Sabaratnam pre-
sided.

Mr. Kandaswamy urged the
members to make full and pro-
fitable use of the loans provided
by the Government. They
‘should take care to see that
loans were given to genuine
cultivators not to absentee
landlords. He advised them
to listen to the advice of qua-
lified personnel and use mod-
ern methods to get high yields.
Pointing out that in many so-
cieties members were paying
the socicties the commission
due on paddy even though
they were selling it outside, he
appealed to them to follow
suit.

Mr. R. C. 8. Cooke, Vice-
President NDCF, urged them
to take a keener interest in co-
operative education. He ap-
pealed to them to start saving
for the future. This would
also help to swell the finances
of the society.

Mr. P, Selvaretnam, Admin-

istrative Secretary, INDCF,
pointed out that Savings were
an index of the growth ofa
society. Savings would streng-
then the society ; and the dev-
elopment of the society meant
the development of the village.
He advised them to meet re-
gularly and familiarise them-
selves with the by-laws and the
working of the society,

A Committee of nine was
elected,

Death Anniversary
Commemorated

The first death anniversary
of Mr. M. Mathibalasingham
was observed at the Jaffna
Cooperative Training School
with a function organised by
the Mathibalasingham WMem-
orial Building Fund Commit=
tee. The President, Mr. P.
Kanapathipillai presided.

Messre, V. N. Navaratnam
M. P., K. Thurairatnam M.P.,
R. Rajaratpam, - President
NDCF, }. F. Sigmaringam,
President Harbour Services
Unpion, K. Vaithilingam, A.E.
Tamber and K. Kandaswamy
were among the speakers who
paid tributes.

The multiplicity of organi- |
gations at village level (e.g.
Cooperatives, Rural Develop-
ment Societies, Community
Centres, Cultivation Commit-
tees etc.) should be amalga-
mated and an efficient, work-
able organisation should be
formed on cooperative lines,
gtates a2 Memorandum submit-
ted to the Cooperative Com-
mission by the Kurunegala
Cooperative District Union.

1t further recommends that
the overall agricultural devel-
opment plan should have iis
district level sectoral pro-
grammes, which in turn have
to be subdivided into projects
and activities. Each MPCS
Union area should have its
own section of the implemen-
tation programme and should
hold the overall responsibility.
Within this structure, the Me-
morandum observes, each vil-
lage should have its own share
of the programme with clear
and specific physical targets
based on cost and time sche-
dules. It suggests that the
responsibility for achieving the
targets should be placed on the
village level cooperative orga-
nisation with the guidance, ad-
vice and supervision of the
government officials at the vil-
lage level. It wants specializ-
ed technical and scientific
knowledge of the modern me-
thods of agriculture to be made
available to thesevillage coop-
erative organisations. In addi-
tion to individual cultivations,
these organisations should
have jointly-owned coopera-
tive farms' where research

could be undertaken and ach-
ievements demonstrated.These
could also serve as centres of
agricultural training. The Me-
morandum adds that to handle
these activities efficiently there
should be a separate section
in the village cooperative or-
ganisation viz, cooperative
development branch which
ghould be under the manage-
ment of a trained person who
will also be responsible for
collecting data and statistics.
The Memorandum envisages
an Agricultural Society in each
DRO’s Division.

The Memorandum also re-
commends that labour inten=-
sive industries be encouraged
through cooperatives: in each
DRO’s Division there should
be an effective Industrial So-
ciety with branches at village
level.

The Memorandum wants the
CWE to be handed over to the
Cooperative Movement. It
recommends that the district
level cooperative organisation
be appointed the wholesale
distributor for all Public Cor-
porations and leading manu-
facturers.

1t suggests that the Govern-
ment should implement all its
national development plans
through cooperatives and as-
gist them with funds, advice,
and personnel. It wants the
Cooperative Societies Ordin-
ance to be completely revised
to suit a developing economy,
It also recommends that MP’s
and Senators be debarred from

Kurunegala Union Wants Amalgamation

‘holding office in Coopesatiirc-
Societies. '

The Memorandum récom=
mends the formation ef a cen~
tral body patterned on the
lines of the LGSC to handle
appointments, transfers and
the disciplinary control of co-
‘operative employees,

The Memorandum = wants
the People’s Bank to be hand-
ed over to the Cooperative
Movement ; in each district,
the District Union will have a
District Bank which is an affi-
liate of the Cooperative Feder-
al Bank.

It also recommends the esta-
blishment of independént Co-
operative Audit Societies in
each district to undertake au-
dits of cooperatives. Super-
visory control, educational
and advisory services should
be the functions of the respec-
tive District Unions. The Coop
Dept. should confine its activi-
ties to the statutory obliga-
tions viz. registration and can-
cellation of societies. It'sug-
gests the setting up of -an inde-
pendent Cooperative Judicial
Tribunal in each disjrict (ap-
pointed by the JSC) to decide
on cooperative matters. Their
decision shall be final and can-
not be canvassed in any court
of law.

The Memorandum points
out that Cooperation should
be included in the school cur-
riculum from Std. 6 onwards,
and be made a field of speci~
alization in the higher educa-
tional institutions. >

Pay Society the Commission

‘Remarkable Cooperative
Society’

The Cooperative Commis-
sion has paid a glowing tribute
to the Moolai Cooperative
Hospital Society.

The entry made in the log-
book reads: “This afternoon
(12-2-69) the members and
officers of the Royal Commis-
sion on the Cooperative Move-
ment in Ceylon visited this
remarkable Cooperative So-
ciety and discussed its organ-
isation with the Committes
members and Medical Staff.
We congratulate all those
whose efforts over the past
more than thirty years have
made this such a fine example
of Community action and Co-
operative enterprise.”

Mr. S.Sampanthamoorthy,
President of the Society, wel=
comed the Commissioners.

Dr. A. F. Laidlaw said that
similar ipstitutions did not
exist in Canada but there were
cooperatives of medical practi=
tioners. He pointed out that
the continued success of this
unique institution depended
on the happy relationship bet-
ween the Board of Manage=
ment and the medical staff.

‘Implement the
Social Disabilities Act’

The Mass Movement for the
Eradication of Untouchability
bas appealed to the Prime
Minister to take steps to im-
plement the provisions of the
Prevention of Social Disabili-
ties Act before March or have
it amended for implementation
“*if the Act is incapable of be-
ing enforced in law as is stated
by the Police in contrast 10 the
view expressed by the Prime

" Minister himself and the At-

torney-General”.

It’s natural for members to
sell their paddy outside be-
cause the market price is high-
er than the GPS price. Bun
members who sell their paddy
outside instead of surrendering
it to the society, should not
only promptly return their
loans. They should also pay
the society the commission
which it would have normally
got for handling the paddy
under the GPS, said Mr. T,
Kandaswamy ACCD Jaffna
South, speaking at the Annual
General Meeting of the Nallur
Alankerni MPCS. He stressed
that payment of this commis-
sion was essential as it would
strengthen the society and
thereby ultimately benefit the
members. He warned the
members not to be misled by
traders who used false weights.

Mr. M. Kanapathipillai who
presided said that their society

was in a better position thap -

before. He appealed to the
members to elect a good com-
mistee which would take a
keen interest in the affairs of
the Society.

Mrt. R. C. S. Cooke, Vice-
President NDCF, appealed to
the members to see that gener-
al meetings were held at least
once in 3 months. This would
help to stimulate member in-

terest. He pointed out that .
were

there had been a proposal 10
debar members who don’t at-
tend meetings from getting
loans : theidea was to get the

members to take a keener in-"

terest in their societies. He
wanted the members to patro-

nise the Society more and take
an interest in the coopetative
journals published by the ND
CF, He suggested that when
loans were given to mémibers,
the commission be dedutted
in advance : this could be re-
funded when the paddy was
surrendered. "

MTr. P. Selvaretnam, Admin-
istrative Secretary NDCF,
stressed the importancé of
starting 2 Savings Fund, He
urged the Committee fo ar-
range for regular meetings
whereby members could be
made familiar with the by-laws
and new methods of cultiva-
tion.

Messrs. K. Kathiravelu and
S, Thamotherampillai were
elected President and Secret-
ary respectively.

Save, Cooperators Told

1t is one of the prime duties.
of cooperators to save.
So said Mr: R: Rajaratnam,

" President NDCF, ‘speaking at

the Seminar of the Tholpuram-
Moolai Supervisory Union..
He went on to say that it was
wrong ta think that Credit So-
cieties could not obtain loans
under the new Agricultural
Credit Scheme.

At the Annual General Meet-
ing that followed, the following
elected office-bearers:
Messrs M. Ganapathipillai
(President), V-Aiyadurai (Vice-
President), C. Karthigeyar
(Secretary), A. Thiyagarajah
{Asst, Secretary) and E. Aro-
mugam (Treasurer):
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