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COMMENTARY

A MINISTRY OF COOPERATION

That the cooperative sector isa poor relation
of both the public and private sectors of the coun-
try’s economy is borne out by the fact that while
the state is obliged to use the inexpensive national

cooperative network to distribute

scarce commodi-

ties, the system of permits, preferences and foreign
participation is building apace in this country fresh

pockets of affluence amid acres of poverty.

Re-

gionally, an industrial district is developing in the
environs of the Capital City while the rest of the

country is turning into an

industrial desert, Yet

another index of the cinderella-like treatment of the
cooperative sector is that the vast advertising patro-
nage bestowed by State corporations and depart-
ments on the City’s capitalist English newspapers
seldom extends to the cooperative press even where
the advertisements are directed to cooperatives.

“Cooperative work places all over the place”

_may be part of the answer to regional imbalance in

jdevelopment and unequal distribution of employ-

ment opportunities.

When all is said, however,

cooperation will never come into its own in this coun-
try till a positive policy is formulated defining what
belongs to the cooperative sector, the public sector

and the private sector.

In fact, no government

aiming te reach the goal of democratic socialism
can afford to ignore the cooperative road to it.

When democracy has become in this céuntry
something more than merely voting at elections, we
may be able to conceive of a cooperative movement
independent of the state, say as in countiies like Den-

mark or Sweden.

But in a developing country

there is a case for a Minister of Cooperation (and
may be, of Community Development) whose duty it

shall be to promote this movement and safeguard its
junique role in the collective life of the nation.

.

4 The fact of the matter is that in a young demo-
~cracy like ours we have yet to perfect ways of inte-

grating the people with the activities of government

at all levels.

Elsewhere in Asia we have seen how

easily the parliamentary structure toppled down

where it rested on an unsure scaffolding.

If demo-

cracy is to endure it has to rest on the democratic
process being part and parcel of the national life.
There will be need for constant consultation bet-
ween the Minister and the movement as a mode of
discovering the spirit of the common life and its
needs. In fact, the Minister will have to help set up
advisory councils at national and regional levels whose
duty it shall be to study and advise both him and
the cooperative institutions. Cooperative legisla-
tion too must follow such consultation so that it is
the will of the people that becomes the will of the

State.

And there must always be inspecting offi-

cers whose duty will be to ensure that cooperative
establishments function according to cooperative
law and serve the purposes for which they have been

set up.

The law must also require that the Minister

make to Parliament an annual report on these mat-
ters and on the progress of the movement.

The Minister in charge of a semi-autonomous
movement like Cooperation has to function differ-

ently from other ministers.

His position will per-

haps be analogous to that of the British Minister for
Education and Science, who has to deal with auto-
nomous universities and research councils -and gen-
eral education which is in the hands of County

Councils.

Lord Bryce once said that the creation

of a new scheme of government is a precious addi-

tion to the political resources of . mankind.

Cooperative Commission

If the
can work out a new

scheme of cooperative government in the vantage
ground of Ceylon, they may well have added a fresh r .
chapter to the art of government in Asian countries. one singlesociety for the who.le
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- State 'Pays Only Lip ServiCe
To The Movement

The Cooperative Movement in Ceylon is a poor relation compared with
the private sector and the public sector. The State is paying only lip service
to the Movement, which is at a great disadvantage and unable to stand up :
against the State due to the existence of small societies.

These pungent observations were made by Mr. K. Nesiah,
a member of the Jaffna MPCS Union delegation'which gave evid-
ence before the Cooperative Commission when it held Public Sit-
tings for the second time in Jaffna on March 21st and 22nd, The
Sittings were held at Veerasingham Mandapam. The Commise
sioners present were Dr, A. F. Laidiaw (Chairman), Mr.R. H.
de Mel and Mr. K. Alvapillai, along with Mr. T. D. L. Pieris,

Secretary.

Citing an example to show
which way the wind blows,
Mr. Nesiah went on to say
that State Corporations liber-
ally advertised in the Supple-
ments published by the dailies:
thus the taxpayers’ money
went to support the capitalist
press whereas cooperative
journals were not getting the
support of the Corporations.

When the Chairman asked
whether the Union’s depots
were being run at a profit, Mr.
A.J. Raja Thoraisingham, the
Presidens of the Union, replied
that 10 out of the 15 depots
were running at a loss, chiefly
because the areas served were
too small.

Mr. Nesiah pointed out that
Authorised Dealers counld kill
societies. They should be eli-
minated as far as wationed
goods were concerned,

Mr. de Mel: How do they
kill societies ?

Mr. A. E, Tamber: AD’s
adopt trade methods which
are notconventional and there-
by attract customers. Thus
even with less than 1,000 cou-

- pons they could make a profit

whereas  cooperatives * must
have at least 2,000 coupons to.
be viable, 3

Mr. Alvapillai : If year in,
year out, the depots are run
at a loss, why not close them
down ?

Mr. Nesiah: If there Is ra-
tionalisation in the division of
the town (with a sufficient
number of coupons attached
to each unit), there’s no reason
why any branch should lose.
Now they lose because of
other factors, not because they
are cooperative shops. In or-
der to be viable units, they
must have at least 500 house-
holds attached to them.

Mr. Alvapillai: The distri-
bution of rationed goods don’t
give you much profit.

Mr. Tamber: Ii’s only dur-
ing the last 2 or 3 years
that most of these branches
began to lose. The private
trader enjoys an unpublished
patronage. With amalgama-
tion, we can run branches at a
profit,

Dr. Laidlaw asked the dele-
gation what they thought of

city, with as many branches as
they wanted: each branch
would have its committee.

Mr. Tamber: We are all
for it.

Mr. Nesiah: That’s exactly
what we have recommended in
our Memorandum. If any-
wherein Ceylon you can do
this, it’s in Jaffna. This society
should also run a cooperative
supermarket. s

Mr. Alvapillai : Somie think
this structure is undemocratic.

At A Low Ebb

Mr. Nesiah: It’s a differ-
ent type of democracy. Demo-
cracy has to make compromis-
es with reality. To compete
with the private trader we have
to evolve a kind of democracy
which can be successful, In
our country, cooperative de-
mocracy is at a low ebb, Small
societies can’t stand up against
the power of the State. Only
big socicties can.

When the discussion turned
to the CWE, Mr. Raja Thurai-
singham stated that they were
prepared totake over the CWE
shops without the staff. He
pointed out that these shops
were over-staffed.

Mr. Nesiah:
which enjoys monopolies has
plenty of money to throw about
whereas cooperatives are eking
out a marginal existence.

- Dr. Laidlaw: The CWE is
very big business, with a huge
turnover. What do you want
to do withit? Do you want
to start a Cooperative Whole-
sale from scratch or take over
the CWE ?

Mr. Nesiah: The original
intention was to convert the
CWE into a CWS, That pro-
mise should be implemented,

Dr. Laidlaw ; The CWE has
become 2 things—a supplier
to cooperatives and a State
Trading Organisation. If it
becomes a CWS will you be
willing to supply the private
trader ?

Mr. Raja Thuraisingham :
We envisage a time when the
entire country will be served
by cooperatives.

Dr. Laidlaw: Let’s be rea-
listic. The private trader is

here to stay, perhaps for ever,

The CWE.

When Mr. S. Candish, Pre-
sident Mathagal Centre MPC
S, gave evidence, the Chair= :
man asked him whether the
workers in the handloom sec-
tion of his Society were mem-
bers.

. Mr, Candiah: No, only
heads of families are admisted
as members.

Dr. Laidlaw: We areals:
ways talking of bringing young
people into the Movement,
Why not make them members? -

Mr. Candiah: That is the
decision of the general body.

Dr. Laidlaw: I know, but
I am questioning the coopera-
tive wisdom of that decision,

Asked whether he was op- -
posed to multipurpose socie-
ties extending Credit, Mr.Can-
diah said that Multipurpose :
Societies should not give loans
to membersof Credit Socie-
ties. -

Mr, de Mel: Is there any.
purpose in continuing with the
Credit Societies ?

Mr. Candiah: In Credit
Societies of unlimited liability
the urge is there 10 supervise
Credit whereas in an MPCS
there isn’t that much interest,

Dr. Laidlaw: The most
important point is that if agri-
cultural credit is left exclusive=
ly to these small Credit Socie-
ties, then agriculture is going
to suffer because (I) many"
cultivators won’t be in these
societies, (2) only Rs, 700/ is
given, which is hardly enough
for cultivation. Yet- you are
pleading for these Credit So-
cieties. I wonder how Credis
Societies can be reformed and
improved to serve agriculture
and the community in a better
way.

Mr. Candiah: Members of
Credit Societies should be able
to borrow as much as mem-
bers of Multipurpose Socies
ties. Banks should be more
willing to lend to unlimited
liability socicties,

Mr. Alvapillai; Will Credii
Societies be prepared to under-
take the responsibility of bor-
rowing a lakh from the Bank
and repaying it? Unlimited
liability is a dangerous thing.
Will they go to this dangerous
limit ?

Dr.Laidlaw: We must not
lose sight of the central ques-
tion. Agriculture needs Credit
and more and more of it. A
lot of people would say to
Credit Societies “Get into this
field and do a good job or get
out of it.”” Credit Societies are
not willing to do this but want

(Continued on page 3)
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South Africap Advertisements
May Break the Law in U.K.

South African adveruising
in the UK has l.ng come un-
der fire from opponents of
spart e:d. On at leest ome
occasion the South African
Government has been obliged
to alter the wording in cerisin
advertisements. Now, with ihe
existence of Misrepreseniation
Act ( 967), the Race Relations
Act (1968 and the Irade Ues-
cniptions Act (I 5%) all adver-
tising corcerned with south
Africa runs the grave risk of
contravening any of al the
laws resulting from these Acis.

Most m nsy is speat on ad-
vertising the South African
Tourist Industry  ltisinthis
area that ~nti-apartheid can
play a large part in providing
a constant check on the lega-
lity of South African advertis-
ing here, 8ir ce no mention is
ever made of the separate faci-
li ies in the country for psople
of different races.

One of the leading Sunday
Papers here conlsined a six
paoge ad fea'ure extolling 'he
virtues of holiday-makmg in
South Africa. It was writ'en
for an estimated readership of
over four million British peo-
ple. Oue of the advertisements
would have it that, ‘Hotels
throughout the couitry offcr
excepti- nal value and you can
be sure of a splendid welcome
whejever you go’.

Our argument, is not based
on the eicect of a particular
phrase but on the lotal ctiecs
o! the advcrilising Campaign.
This is that those British citi=
zens who would be classed as
*Coloured and Black’ are 1 eing
misled 10 4 matefial degree. It
is entireiy irrelevant ihat they
be made uware of the sort of
“splendid welcome’ they would
gcc ive if they went 10 South
Atrica for a holiday, It is rele-
yant that they may pot be able
to get Visss, siay in central
hotels, swim in certain beach-
es. visit the cinema.  An tng-
lishman married to a ‘culoured
Souh Airican’ f 1 example,
may well be able to visit fiiends
and retatives in Cape Town
but not very easily with his
wife.

If the South Af ican Tourist
Corpoiation and all the airhines
and shipping companies who
join their  udveriisement came
peign were todescribe the con-
ditions that non-whitcs would
encounter 0 South Africa, the
advertisements would certainly
iniringe the Race R la‘ion
Laws. In not describing th.se
carditions they are publishing
false and ousicading adveruse-
ments, And any rewspaper,
journal, television station or
other medium which sells
space and time for these adver-
tisers runs the similar grave
risk of breaking the law,

Yet another asp:ct lies in
the offer of a holiday in Sou h
Alrica asa piiz: in what is
called °*below-the-line’ adver-
tisng. When the film ‘Born
Free’ was relessed associated
com petitions ali over the world
had such a holiday as first
prize. What if it bad been
won bv one of Austrahia’s 30,-
(00 Chinse? They were le-
gallv entitlec to enter the coms
petition; they may mot have
becn cnniled to enter South
Africa and enjoy the hohday
promised by the sponsors,
The problem affectsany coun-
try with an ‘indigenous col-
ourcd group”.

The Trade Descripticns Act
is the one most likely to ap-
ply 10 pievent South African
adver.ising campaign in the
UK as an enforccable brake
on such campaigns. [he Act
covers fal € stitements about
service, accomm: dation and
facilines if made knowingly or
reckiessly, Such a statement
must be aboug one of a num-
ber of lisied mauers —the pro-
vision of service, accommodi-
tion or facilities, (heir nature,
the time at which they are pro-
vided ; 1heir ex.mination, ap-
proval or evaluatio© by any
person where accomm dation
is provided or what amenities
it has.

A statement offering or des-
cribing the services reseived
for whites in South Alrica to
non whiies in the UK 1sin-
correct; the South Afrcan
‘lourist Corporation makes
such statcments.

South Africa knowinely
makes incorrec stalemenis 10
large secuons of the British
public; it is asdisgusting as the
racial discrimin«tion they prace
tice in their own country.

Loadon Team Nears Cure
for Arthritis

A team of London Medical
rescarchers believe thay 1his
yesr they may reach the
turning point in their long
fight against RHEUVATOID
ARTHRIT:S—the first cure,

1t is the major cripplin g dis-
ease in UK. 1|he researchers
at the Kennedy Ipstitwe of
Rheumstotopy think ihat they
know the cause of the disease
afflic ing more than 1,50 ,000
people in Biiwain alone.

They have tried out the first
Vitanin injzction ireaimer ! on
the affec.ed knee joints of a
few selected patients. Accord-
ing to them it works quite
gatisfatorily.

Today they believe that they
are poss biy months away from
providing lasting relief.

The work is a triumph for
Dr. Lhayen, his colleague Dr.
Bitensky and the young team
they lead. The other researche
eis are seven men and gitls in
their tweniics and thirties—
dedicated towaids achievi-g
the final major breakihrough.

New Upiversiiy Incorporating
New Edueation

The inc rporation of ‘New
Education’ in  *New Universi-
1y’, from the January 19¢9
issue, is a merger very much
in the inerests of the readers.

The merging of *New Unive
ersity’ and ‘New Educanon’
makes good sense,

The experiesce of both jour-
nals and of most educitioni-ts
of courge has shown that any
barriers bziween school and
higher education are invaria-
bly artificial. Education isa
continuous process through
school acd higher educition
and indeed working life. *New
Education’s’ interest in educa-
tion in general and schools in
particular is heal hily compati-
ble with ‘New U.iversity's’
editorial purpose of reporting
educational and organisational
developmenis and sometimes
Jack of necded developments
in further and higher educa-
tion and providinga forum for
the exchange of ideas in these
and related fields.

- There is also complete com-
patibility between the editorial
attiiudes and views of the two

components of the combined
journal,

This i= simply astraight edu-
cational need.

The National Library Week
at London Borouch

To herald the Naticnal Li-
brary weik, C 1ay Lewis, the
Brii:h Pucr Laureate, has
composed 1he ‘In a Library’.
1t rcads thus ;—

‘A w.rld of speechl: 8s time
unul nian came,
So many years bef re he found
his tongue,
Clumsily groping for the
words o name
All he 1ouched, saw, desired
snd dies among,
Langu ge grew slowly as a
; cor | reef
From minds® unfatho . ablc
depths. Man learned
To articulate his glory and his
gro f,
Communicate the hopes w.th
w. ich he ourued
He sent out W rds explonoe,

10 survey

Nature’s enigmas and the
mysieries

Of his own b:ing. Myriads

had their day
Before words midwited the
fir 1 1 asierpiece.
Song, ttylus, prini—thr. uzh
them at his far end
Of 1ime we inherit all the
fsbulous store
Those makers left, 10 praise
snt comp ehend
Qur little lives and earth’s
t xhaustless lore.
Here, an array ol magic
g eASEDCES—
Phial on Phial, sheif on
shelf—
Siand the elixirs that ezch
subiie :lchemist
Distilled from nature and
himself.
The epic grandeur and the
lyric grace,
The traveller’s eye, the lover's
¢ar,
Passion and Wisiom breaking
through the overcast
To hearken us— they ure sl
here,
Myths, morals, tragic action,
comic Turn—
Makers show humankind s
foce,
Reveal 1he naked man undcer
the jewelled robe,
The rare heneath the
¢ rmmonplace.
Their works, greater »nd kss,
open ol eyes
And hearts to human
brotherhood.
A ruling passion gave the o
birth, and in ihe love
Of them is every man
yenewed’.

Day Lewis, 67, has decided
to write ab ul contemporaiy
and everydsy subjects in his
role as Poet Laureate, Na-
tional Libraiy Week lasts unul
Saturday aBd heis parti wlany
keen 10 help libririsms, and
a1 thors, publish-r- ard print
ers (o get the public even more
inierested in reading Il
Lewis, with the exception of
Robert Bridges who sang on
*The Teacher®, the pretic sym-
phony was defeaning all the
way to Buckingham Pulace,
Times, it would appear have
changed.

Day Lewis was asked bv an
American reporter  f there
were any fringe bened s 10 bz-
ing Poet Laureate. He renhed
*] know that |1 am enii led 10
be buried in We.tminis e
Carhedral. But then, that o ay
be b:yond the fringe benefit™

I he Poet Laureate is paid
£97-0-0 an year.

Egual Treatment

Welc ming the del-g:tes to
the Seminar of tha Muilamiva
LCoop Credit Societies Surer-
visors Union, My F V. vich-
aelrillai, its President, poid a
tribu-e to the Northern D vi-
sion Coocperative Federanon
for the equal treatment it wag
givir g all cooperators in the
Northern ' rovince ard the
unique services it was render.
ine e peciallv in educatingand
guiding cooperators, He ap-
pealed 10 the Federation to
continue 1o serve the coopera-
tors of Muliaitivu. He urged
that more scminars, trainng
clisses and conferences be held
1o educate the cooperators in
the area and help them 0 im=
prove their economic condi-
fions

Mr R Rijaratnam, Presi-
dent, NDUF, sire-sed thar the
( 0 perative Movement is a
Pe ple’s Movement : therefore
cooperators shou'd know the
basic rrirciples and be acqu
ainted with the working «f
their societies. Most probl-ms
arose due to ignorance of the
principles. he pointed out.
They should r meu ber, he eme
phasised that the main object
of the ilovement was not the
distritunion of consu 1 er goc ds
or the graniing ol lo-ns  The
Mo e ent was mear t to help
a person to batter his econo-
mi¢ position. There was no

The British ‘luseun
t  hibition

An exhibition to mark the
bicentenary of the expul 1on
ot Johin Wilkes from the Hou &
of  ommons and of Middle-
gex el: crions i8 being shown
at the . riuish museum.

On teb 3 1769, John Wilkes
was expell. d from the House
of Com ncns for being the
author of an ‘insolent, scan-
d.lous and sediticus 1b'),
that is for his attack on the
Government  for condoning
the shnoting f waeraied civi.
lians by 1he military in L.
George’s Field the previous
Miv  This event was the cli-
m x of a pronacted stiuggle
beiween the Government and
the famous d-magogu: Many
of the ereat figures of the age,
Johnsis, Burke, Bla kstone
took parrin the confrov.r.y.
It gave rice to the first wide-
soresd sopu'ar poliical o ove-
ment organ zed or mod-tn
lines #snd was a precursor both
to the Am rican Revolution
and fur the amtstion for Par-
liamenty nform in the fol-
lowme cen ury.

Nu nerou- satrical verses,
priuts, potterv figures, medals
and o her obj-cts poriray the
widespreod apral of the c-use
o' *‘Wilkes and Liborty’ t0 all
classes. The exhibition will
show ‘he development of the
Wilkes mavement frem itse rly
attacks nr George 11 "2 Scot.
ti<h favcurite, L rd Brute, to
Wilkes® fiis) :poheosis as
Lort Mavor of London and a
resnlute unholder of liw and
arder du-ine the Gardon riots.

Movsment which had contris
buted so much to the welfare
of the community as the Co=
operative Movement. He ad-
m tted thai there may be cer-
tain shortc mings bui it wis
up 10 the members o rectify
them : « thers need not unduly
concern themselves with these,
The Cooperative Movement,
he siressed, was a volunlary
one and therefore no outside
forc - should interfere with it

Mr. N, Purnalingam ACCD
Vavuniya, stressed the need
for every cooperator to be
educsted on tre nights and ob-
ligations of m m*ers and the
working of the society. It was
only the members who conld
develop cooperatives, and
rec ify irregularities Members
should b- so educared, he said,
as to be ab'e to manage the
affairs of their s ceides and
effectively sup: rvise the emplo-
yees They should immedi-
atelv remove any employeces
who were puilty of corruption.

Mr. S. Can‘iah, Hony. Se-
cret.ry NDCF, pointed out
that outs:de intcrference in the
afiairs of 4 democratic Move-
ment hke the Cooperaiive
Movement dampcned the en-
thusiasm of the mermibers. On
the other hand, cooperatives
should, as fr as posible,
avoid undertaking any unco.
operauve ac'ivities whether for
the Government or any other
source. He stresscd that Cre-
dit S: cietics should be allowed
to continue to serve their
memb rs as they had been the
backbone of the Movement,
He s«id it was desirable to
confine borrowing, wh rever
possible, to Credit Societics as
they can perform this function
successfully.

Mr S Ganeshanandan. DR
O said that most cooperative
societies in the area were gene
erally working satisfactorily.
The farmers had responded
willingly to th: call to grow
more food Loan recoverics
had been very good.

Mr 8 Kandiah, Inspectog
of Schools, said 1hat despi'e a
few detects the Movement had
been a great help tothe people
in1i 'es of emergency. Nor
should the people overlook
the great as igtance rendered
by credit sncieties: had it not
been for these sogieties, the
cultivators would have in dire
s'tans, He urged that r¢hool
chiidren be tu'ored in coop=
erative methods.

Mr. K. Kaneshalingam, Ad»
ministrative S cretary, Vavue
niva Coop Distriet U ion, ap-
pealed to them 10 1ake a keen=
erinterest in the welfare of
the istrict Upion He said
the Vavuniya District Coop
Union had decided to pu' up
a Secretariat and an office
which would serve as a meet-
ing place for cooperators of
the district. He urged cul'ie
vat rs to cffor ar least one
bushel of padiy to enable the
District Union to put up the
huilding
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{Continued from page 1)
a8 nice, cosy liule thing for
themscives. lhey mu teither
do a big job or get out
They want to have the cike
and the frosting; they want o
have all «ne advantages, others
will have to sink or. swim
or put hemselves at the
mercy «f the MPCS.

Mr. de Mel: In India un-
limued soccieties bave
convert. d to hmited socihics.

mr, Candiah 3 The concept
of unlimired 1 bilny 1mphes
thst m-mbers pear the enure
gesponst iity. It 1s more
than a mere t1snsacticn of
giving and gening back loans,
it 1s helping lame dogs over
the stile.

Dr. Ladiaw: Wel be
very happv if the semse of
dedic tion found in Ciedit

soc ties could be injected inlo
MP ..

Wien Mr. Alvapillai asked
whether loars cou'd not be
classificd so that certain 1ypes
could be obtained from Credit
Socuies, Mr. Candiah repled
that mcmbers  f Cre jit >ociet=
ies should be prev.nted from
b rrowing from muliipurpose
socities. Dr. Laidlaw remarked
“*You're a‘king for the 1m-
pussible. Isn’t it ea ier for
an MPCs which is doing the
narketing of the produce to
gu ervise agricultur-1 credit
more easily than the Cr.dit
Society?”

Mr. de Mel: Y u are
doing so well with your MPCS
Y u have mobilised savings.
S0 why do you want Credit
Soci ties?

Mr Candiah : The MPCS
is rigidly confined 10 srate
schumes. “When there are
pobtical changes, we don®t
know what will hasppen 10
the MFPCS.That is why wewant
Credit Societies toconiinue.

Mr, V. R. Muruge:u stated
thot co-operative employees
should be prevented from

“org nising trade uniors

Dr. Laidlaw : 11’s a serious
matter in a8 democra i. 8 cCicly
10 deny the ri.ht to organise
to co-operative empl.oyees | he
cultivator 8 orginised in a
m .1 keting co-opcrative which
is pretty close to a trade
unton. dimilarly with employ-
ees. Do you think thot co-
operstive employees will peg
a living wage simp'y by wish-
ing?Ev: ryone wanisto orzanise
to improve his position. I1t's
a serious thine to tell one
class *‘you cin’t o/ ganise.”

Mr. Murugzsu: In the
North most co op:r tives are
paying thuir employe:s well,

Mr. Muruge-u also said
that the Government must
subsilise aad swreagthen

the J.ffoa Co-operaiive Irain

ing ~chool to come up to
the stundird of a Training
Cillege He pointed out that
part of the profits of societes
should go back 1o rthe
members. H= wanted "redit
Societics to be allowea to

market their members’produce
then they need nut be hguids
ated.

Mr. Alvapillai : In that case
a new nome: cliture will be
peeded for th se societics.

1 he Prioc’pal Weaknesses

Mr. K. Nesiah said that the
principal weuknesses of the
Co operative Movement in
Ceylon were the vacuum in
the top co-operative | ader-
ship and the fack of a co-
operative bure-ucracy suffici-
ently familiar with the basic

betn .

concepts to move at eise
among them. No idea, be
emphosized, could succeed
with ut the g&rc¢nsorshi~ of
intellc clua's; there was leck of
inteliec ual Icadership in the
cooperative sphere. The gret-
er part of the coop raive
bureaucracy in Cevlon was
not of the exalted order
necded to move at easeamo g
the basic crcepls.

Dr, Laidlaw: lhe word
*butcaucracy’ irighiens ne
Ii i anada | recommended
8 co-operative burcauCracy
they would re scarcd.

Mr. Nesiah ; Wnat | meant
was full (me officials. | believe
Dr. Ladlaw comes under
this category in Carada.
Full - iime officials should
be spccialy irained. lhore
is no place for amateurs now.
) hose recruited should nave
deprces; apphicants for the
higker positions should bave
8, ecialised 1nthe socialsciencess

Mr. Nesiah poimn‘ed vat that
the pr cesges o1 ciecuon sre
not always putiing rue night
nen o the proper posiions.
There wus ¢ nvassirg and
hardy anouals were gett-
ing electcd over and over
again  Uuless there was pro-
vis «n for co-orting therc Was
very little hope for the Mcve-
ment. He cited the eximple
of local bodies 1n Eogland as
a precedent

Dr. Laidlaw: Would you
g8av In general th t this appies
to the apex rather than the
lower organisati ns?

Mr. Nesiah ; Peasants tend
to make goud choitces. My
town coniempcraries don®t
have these exated standards.
At the national level, il’s
appalling.

Dr Laidlaw : Vhat you are
suggeshing i that the process-
es of democratic election are
imperiec: and cou'd be im-
proved by co-opting?

mr. N siah ¢ Yes. 1o addi-
tion to co-opung there should
be room at the nitiondl level
for nomnaii-n by theMinister
after due consu'ation with co-
operative bod es.

When Dr. Laidlaw inqu red
wheth-r em:~loyees shouid be
given the righi to elect a re-
presentative 10 theCommitiee,
iMr Nesiih said that he was
against giving special repre-
sentation to workers as such.
lhere should be negotialing
machinery by whi h disputcs
could be seitled There were
dangers in giving employees
any vole-pulling power,

Mr Alvagillai : Would you
advocate a sysiem of reform
under which the scte wi | dis-
appear fro o any measure of
cuntroil

Mr. Nesigh: That should
b: our goal but it’ll teke a
long time. [he state covld not
be climinated io the forcsee-
able future but it should give
as much autono.y ar pessible

Mr. Nesiah said the Move-
ment apoealed tv hin because
it could be the instrument cf
democratic  socialism, He
wanted power to be irensferred
to the peo le. nut tne sface.

*| find your 8 ciety very
interesting and am intrigned
by its lorm and operations”
remerked Dr. Laidlaw when
the jatina Dustrict Cooper-
stive Harbour ~ervice:xUailon —
the only one of its kind in the
island —gsve ewvidence. lts
P-esid:nt, Mr. J F. Sigmarin-
gam, said their Union was
doing a better job than the
nauonalised poris : their rate

of discharge was about 3
times thatin nation Jlised ports.
Luring 3 years their Uaion
had earned despatch moncy
for 40 Jdaysand had © pay
demurrage only for 11 days -
thai too due to faciors hike
adverse .weather wh ch were
bevo. d their control. In reply
to a question by the Chauwr-
man, Mr S gmarinyam said
that their workers werz not
eatning as much as the workers
im  Colombo b ciuse they
didn’t h ve permanent work:
on an average the workers here
had work onlytor 140 a ys
in s year. If the Government
¢ uld divert ar |-ast 15 ships
a year to the North, ih.n
they could hive regular work.

Mr A vapillai ; One diffi
culty in diverting is that only
the quantity consumed heie
can b. diveited.

Mr. Stgmaring m: No. If
that were so, «oly 2 or 3
ships will be diverted. Li"s
cheaper 0 unlosd hure and
transp. rtthe good, to Colom-
bo than piy d:murrage in
Colombo The main reason
why ships are not diverted
here is that triey have to pro-
vide work fur the ewployces
in nati.nalised p. rts.

The Churman wanted to
know how their orgaenisation
diffcred fiom a workers’ rade
Union.

Mr. Sigmaringam: Workers
aie represented 1n the Commi-
ttee. When «ny dispute arises,
these represcntatives iron out
differences. [herefore our
organisalion is different from

a irade wunion. lhere's no
questton of dismussals or
sinkes.  Some trade union

leaders have attempted to woo
a cerfain section but they have
failed so fir

Mr. Alvapillai ob erved
% 1he fullchorerarive element
does not run in your organisa-
tion. The sccieties must own
the basic equipment, not the
indiv duals™

mr  Sigmaringam replied
that the Uni()'l'l. Wﬂl.ll_d find it
very expensive to maintain
highters, for instance. Ihe
pres nt darras gemen' W 8 more
practical Dr. Laidlaw: In
coperative marketing, there
is a mix'ure of cooperation
and capitalism.

Mr. Sigmaring m wurged
that ill the North rn pors
were nationaliscd— which wag
inevitable—ither Uni nshoud
be allowed to function like
the Fort Cargo Corporation
so th tall the ships that called
at the North would be hand-
led by ir, there would be no
private contracrors and Stote
Corporations would not call
for tencers. He cited the ¢ ise
of the ‘ement . orporati 'n
which had imposed impossible
conditions on their Union,
which they woulda’t have im-
posed on the PCC,

Mr. R.C.5. Cooke sugeested
that the Northern Diviion
Cooperative Federation b:
the apex bovy for the Tamil
speaking areas For all prac-
tical purposes the NDCF was

domng the resl work of a
Federation. So why lower an
institu'ion 7

Dr Laidlaw: You want the
NDCEF to be a special kind of
District Union because of its
historical development ?

mir. Cooke: Yes, because of
the work it is doing. lama
moderaie. | dont w.ni to
disturb tre status gquo. We
should not hamper the spon-
taneous growth of institutions,

Dr. Laidlaw: Cooperation

should be a unifying instru-
ment for Ceylon,

Mr. Cookc stated that till
such tume as deofficialisation
w.s a reahity. the Govern..aent
should provide ad qu:te stafl

Mr. J.D S. Apnyaratnam
stated tha) Cooperative B nks
should be. permtied to do
general banking b isiness;
otherwise thev would find 1t
difficult 1o exist.

Dr. Laidlaw: Then how
would vou designate them as
Co.uoper ive Bu ks 7

Mr Arivar.t am: [n 1930,
C wopertative Banks in ‘ndia
were doing commercial bunk-
ing as well.

Smusller Boards

Mr. Ariysratnam pointed
out that Cooperative Bank
emg¢ loyces w re not paid well;
they e joyed verv little retire.
men' benefits. He susgesicd
that the Boa d of Manage
nent of Coojerative Har ks
be smaller, as otherwise they
would be too unwieldy and
the best talent would not come
in There should b= no direct
representation from s cieties
a- they are the b riowers. In-
stead there shou'd be an Elec-
torsl « ollege

Dr, Laid iw: Yousesm to
have been subjected 1o Ameris
can influence.

Mr. Ariyiratnam also said
that there sh uld be Govern
ment nominees on the Board
of Management to watch the
interests of depositors

D- Laidaw: Foriy years
ago the Jaffia Fark wasstart-
ed. Now you want Gorern-
m-nt nominees, perhap: from
Colombo. Would it look rice
alter 40 years ?

Mr. Ariyaratnam : The time
has come to see that no room
is piven for any shortcomings.

Dr. Laidlaw; Y ur recom-
mend. tions  will make the
Jaffna Cooperative Provincial
Bank a replica of the People’s
Bink. So why not Ict the Peo-
ple’s Bank take over 7

Mr. Ariy+rainam: No, Co-
operative Banks must continue.

Dr Laidlaw: 1 must say
that Jaffaa people are not easy
peopl: to argue with !

Mr. Alvari lai: ~ In Coop-
eration, there is some room
for sentiment also.

Government Should Assist,
Not Conirol

Mr. T. K. Rasjasekaram
pointed out 1hat a pumber of
amer dmenis to the Coopera-
tive O dinarce had increased
the powers of Goveinment
officers.

Dr. Laidlaw: Don’t you
think tre Movement 1self is to
blame for this situstivn 7

Mr.Raj sck r m: Yes The
Government  sheuld  assist
socicties to do better but
should no: control them unless
tnere 18 mismanagement i

He suevested thar the Coope
erative Federation be respon-
sible for Cooperative Educa-
tion: there should bs semin-
ars and conferences, with more
auenticn being paixd to the
general membership than the
committees He emphasis d
that  Cooperstive  District
Bai ks cand. cooperative work
much better than branches cf
the eopl-"s Hank.

Mr. de Mel: Aie Cooper-
ative Banks viable as they are
now 7

Mr. Rajascker.m: The idea
of a Cooperative Bink is not
to make large profi s.

He advocied a Planning
Commission for the Move-

ment : this wou'd b= an advi-
sory body which would ensure
continuity of pohicv.

Mr Selvamanickam and Mr.
Numasivayam pointed out a
loophole 1n  the law whereby
nembrs of ithe ( ommiitee
who sre due for reiremcnt
man ge io get thens:zives re-
elec ed. As aresult a privile
eged lew were sticing oo in
power for ycars on end  This
loophole sheu d bz pluzged.

Mr. Alvapiltar: s a refl g-
tion on the law-makers.

Dr. Ladlaw: We appreci-
& € your drawing our aitention
10 this ruse [is a valid point.

The delegati n of tre Kad-
doively VPCS Umion wanied
ore sociely for e¢ach Grama
Sevaka Divisi n. They ‘uge
gesicd that the CWE bein 2
$€C 1:-nS: one'io deal with co-
op ratives ard the other to
deal with piivate traders. | hey
wanled the - 1d nince amend.
ed to enable cooperitives 10
buy sharcs in organisarions
like the Lanka Salu Sala.

Growth Stifled

Mr. 1. Nad r.jah and My,
T. Pathmavathan pointed out

“thar the powers given 1o the

Reypistrar to interiere in the
day to day working of socie=
tie~ was stfling the growth of
sccieties.  Societies shoud
have more freedom in man-
agemeni, though tney avreed
that a-certain aumount of pro-
tection wos necessary.

I'hey stressed that members
should have the frecdom 10
decide on the distribution of
profits instead of having 1o
await orders from outside.

Mr, Alvapulai: Can the
membership be trusted not to
draw the entire peofits without
building up resc1ves ?

Mr. Pathmanathan; Mem-
bers should be given a chance
to exercise their sense of rese
ponsibulity,

Mr. Nadar jah advecated
the ama'gimaiion of primaries
to form larger s cieues with
branches. -econdary soci ties
should remain us they are,

Mr. Nurasingham suggested
that coopcranves should have
the power (o commandecr 1dle
land and hand them overto
the peasznis for cultivations
coops could act 48 the go bt .
ween between ihe lindlords
and the pessonts,

Dr. Laidlaw: | don® quite
see how to brirg 1he Move-
ment into this though we are
concerned abuout idle land.

He saxd that since Ieavy
bon. rarivms were being paid
to office bearers ot secondary
societies, the best n en shouid
be drawn in without- lesving
it to voes: th F deration
could select the best zpplicant,

Dr. Laidlaw: You want to
:l‘usl demociacy but not oo

ar,

Mr Naracingam urged that
a Cooperaiive Nervice Come
missien be set up; the Presis
dent of the C ooperative F dcre
ation could b= its C haiman.

Mismanagement — Lack of
Trained Personnel 1he Cause

Cooperatives were mis-
managed mostly due to lack
of tramned personnel. Since
employees play a very impor:.
ant part in manasgement, it is
Very mnecessary to appoint
trained per:onnel to coopera-
tive socicties, sta'ed Mr. >,
Handy Perimpanayagam who
led (he delegation of the laffna
Cooperative Training School
Old Boys® Association. He

{Continued on page 7)
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- A correspondent writing in

a recent issue of “Searchlight”

(published in Colombo) be-
moans what he calls the total
lack of Cooperative Education
in Ceylon and cites the United
Kingdom as an example wor-
thy of emulation. He says
“Cgoperative Educationj has
never been attempted or even
envisaged as yet by the Co-
_operative’ Department or any
“of the numerous cooperatives
.« .. Cooperative Education
has been altogether ignored in
this country”.
- While one cannot certainly

= agree with him that Coop,

Education “has been altogether-
ignored” ‘one is, however,
tharnkful to him for spotlight-
ing the matter. For Educa-
tion has no less a role- to play
than the manageris] and com-
mercial aspects of the Coop-
erative Movement, Indeed it
is. such a vital part of the
movement that without iy, I
feel, the entire movement will
necessarily fail, collapse; it
will remain only as mere skin
and bone, emaciated, Educa-
tion is the vital force that can
give the entire movement its
real flésh and blood,

" Dr. Wan Wenger in his
book “Social aspécts of the
Cooperative Movement ‘in
Ceylon and South India”
(1954) pointed out that there
was in tbis region a tendency
#to 1egard Cooperative Edu-
cation not as unimportant, but
vet not as one of the most im-
portant  conditions for the
developmient of the Coopera-
tive Movement” (italics mine).
~ Itis only a well planned,
extensive programme of Co=
operative Education that can
and will sustain the movement,
help develop it on the correct
lines in conformity with its
Basic principles, and what is
more important, inculcate in
the minds of the public at large
a true sense of cooperative
spirit and service,

Cooperative Education does
not mean the mere training of
cooperative officials at the
Training Colleges provided for
the purpose or the provision
of courses designed to produce
- qualified men and women to
. hold posts. in cooperative
“‘establishments. If the be-all
and end-all of Cooperative
‘Education weré mere academic
training the Cooperative
Mevement will not pregress,
nay it will stagnate and per-
haps wither away. R

Cooperative Education has
a wider, more meaningful and
dynamic purpose., Academic
training is only a small aspect
of Cooperative Education, the
‘sole purpose of which is to
create a body of persons con-
versant with the basic techni-
ques of Cooperative manage-
ment and allied matters. In
fact, this aspect of education
is purely job-oriented and is,
by its very nature, limited in
scope and perspective and in
no way different to similar
programmes in other fields of
public activity.

Cooperative Education, in
its true sense, transcends the
bounds of academe. 1t is uni-
versal in scope and, if I may
_yenture to say so, is capable

"of generating a truly liberal,
° broader and democratic out-
‘look among citizens, even
more than what possibly could
e aghieved by the traditional
. general education imparted in
the schools or for that matter

even in the Universities.
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Catch Them Young

As 1 envisage it, Coopera-
tive Education must not be
confined to the adults, but
should begin at school level,
The basic idea of Cooperation,
its place in society, its mani-
fold benefits, its democratic
character and its positive con-
tribution to socio-economic
philosophy as a Way of Life—
these and many more matters
can surely be expounded to
young boys and girls at school,
so that ultimately these stu-

* dents may grow up with a full

awareness of the essence of
the Cooperative spirit and, in
their own way, in later life
contribute towards the pro-
gress of the movement by
actively pursuing its ideals.

The point 1 wish to emphas-
ise is that one essential pre-
requisite for the success of the
Cooperative Movement is that
its high ideals must be incul-
cated in the citizens at large
starting with the younger
generation, so that we may
finally arrive at a point when
the Cooperative spirit wiil
freely pervade all spheres of
public activity., This surely
is the goal to be set and achie-
ved if Cooperation in its
widest sense is to really come
into its own and become a
permanent, indispensable force
to be reckoned with.

As P. E. Weeraman, a for-
mer Commissioner of Coop-
erative Development, stated
in one of his annual reports,
[y is the standard of aware-
ness at the grass roots that
matters. Hence the need to
educate the people’”. Nehru’s

payment of a nominal subs-
cription, Such a society could
run a bookshop, and tuck-shop
as well. It could also handie
the publication of a regular
school magazine. This will
in effect help put into practice
what is taught in theory—and
the students who see for them-
selves the operation of the
Cooperative idea in such suc-
cessful ventures within their
own ambit, no doubt on a
small scale, can never fail to
appreciate its inherent values
and immense potentialities in
the greater sphere of public
affairs. .

Students who grow up con-
ditioned in such a cooperative
environment can undoubtedly
be expected to be imbued
with the ideals of Cooperation
and initiate and develop coop-
erative activities in later life.

I have stated the case for
creating a ‘Cooperative en-
vironment® ‘at school level.
Now this to my mind is very
important—for environment
helps mould the school child-
ren’s future thinking and out-
look on life, After all, human
nature does not develop in
vacuo. According to the so-
ciological stand-point, human
nature is developed in society,
the social life of an individual
lies in his interaction with
others, AsR. E, Park says
in his “Principles of Human
Behaviour®’, “Man is not born
human. It is only slowly and
laboriously, in fruitful contact,
cooperation ard conflict with
his fellows that he attains the
disfinctive qualities of human
nature”. And John Dewey in

middle and working classes
and the uneducated peasants
and petty traders and crafts-
men ¢ould readily understand
and grasp the significance of
Cooperation as a democratic
approach to the conduct of
public affairs,

The Cooperative idea must
gain ground at the grasse
roots; it must be carried to
the villages, to the rural folk,
The educational policy must
be so oriented as to inculcate
self-reliance in the individual
and initiative in the commu-
nity. Iis objective should be
to provide “a human social
order in which the disintegra-
tive tendencies inherent in
human life are held at bay
and man’s genius for self-rene-
wal and realisation finds ade-
quate scope and receives suffi
cient impetus”,

The rural community, as
one writer has suggested,
“must once again become the
anursery of civic and social
virtues, the training ground
for the future servers of the
nation..... the spirit of fellow=
feeling and a spirit of respon-
sibility must be fostered™.

The annual celebration of
Cooperative Week, occasional
lectures and propaganda meet-
ings will not suffice. As I
have emphasised earlier, Coop.
Education must be a contin-
uous and coordinated pro-
cess—and what is more im-
portant, must be an all per-
vasive force engendering
among all a ready and willing
response to its fundamental
ideas.

1 would suggest that the

By K. RAJENDRAN

remarks when he inaugurated
the ICA Seminar on “Coocp-
erative leadership in South-
East Asia” in New Delbi in
November, 1960, are quite
apposite in this contexti—
“......We cannot just ask them
to cooperate. 1 herefore we
have'to train them in a very
big way—educate them to
some extent and give them
some special-training. JItis a
terrific job ... it is not somes
thiog out of the book. After
all, the materials we work
with are human beings and
human beings differ from each
other. And as the basic prin-
ciple of a coop. is the volun-
tary principle and the prin-
ciple of voluntary cohesion,
this cannot be done by a
stroke of the pen or by some
forceful methods, because you
knock the bottom out of it if
youdo so.
too. Sometimes if it spreads,
it spreads fast. Anyway we
have to bear this burden... ...
this coop. principle is not just
a way of credit and marketing.
That of course itis. But if I
may say 8o, it is also a way of
life",

As I said earlier, Coopera-
tive Education must really be-
gin in the school. In this re-
gard, I suggest that the Min-
istry of Education should be
persuaded to introduce Coop-
eration into the school curri-
culum, preferably at Grade 8
level. It musi be taught to
all students, both Arts and
Science. Only the elementary
principles need be taught.

In addition, every school
must be encouraged and acti-
vely assisted to have its own
Coop. Society with all students
and teachers as members on

It is slow work,.

“Democracy and Education”
says: “Human nature is uns
doubtedly the most plastic
part of the living world, the
most adaptable, the most edu-
cable. Of all animals, it is
man in whom heredity counts
for least, and conscicus build-
ing forces for most”.

Cooperative Education must,
therefore, begin not wiih
grown-ups but with children—
and should be a continuous and
coordinated process rteaching
into adulthood.

Another major aspect of
Cooperative Education con-
cerns the dissemination of the
idea in villages so as to create
in the minds of village folk an
awareness of and genuine
desire for the Cooperative
way of life. The village Coop.
Store is, to all intents and
purposes, just a shop where
one buys one’s rations and
other essential commodities at
controlled prices. The simple
villager is thankful for its ex-
istence—but as for the ob-
jectives of the Cooperative
Movement he knows next to
nothing. The Coop. Store
helps him meet his primary
economic needs, itis meaning-
ful to that extent and he de-
rives enormous satisfaction in
the thought that itisa boon
to him, his family and his vil-
lage as a whole.

Sustained Programme

It is here ‘that Cooperalive
Education has a vital role to
play. A well-plauned, sus-
tained programme should be
launched in every village to
instil in the minds of the
people the necessily for Coop-
eration. It must be so design-
ed that ordinary people of the

provincial Cooperative Federa-
tion should in the first instance
organise Cooperative Commit-
tees in every village— to under-
take the dissemination of
knowledge pertaining to Co-
operation, These committees-
must be scrupulously free of
politics as this is a canker thag
can vitiate any public institu-
tion through partisan approa-
ches and render it worthless.
These committees with the
active guidance of propaganda
or education officers from the
Cooperative Federation— this
category of officials is a prime
necessity for Coop. Educa-
tion—can devise ways and
means of popularising Coop-
eration in the rural areas.
There could be regular clas-
ses with a Cooperative bias
for both adults and youths
run concurrently with a Com-
munity Development Pro-
gramme. Along with this
could beset up practical work-

shops for carpentry, weaving,
small-scale cultivation and
arts and crafts functioning on
a Cooperative basis., As
many such Coops or Guilds
must be formed so that practi--
cally every small trade and in-
dustry in the village is organ-
ised into a Coop. Society—
which means in effect that
nearly all the villagers will be
active members of one or
more such coops (even the
white collar workers and those
in the professions could be
drawn into Coop Libraries,
Coop. Publishing Societies,
Coop. Writers’ Societies etc. ).

Spectacular Results

_The ultimate result, as I
visualise, should bz spectacular
in that the entire village will
be built up as one integrated

. Coop. Unit—each society or

guild forming a link and cone
nected organisationally to the
central body, the Village Co=
operative Commiitee.

The need for resuscitating
decentralised village adminis=
tration and according to rural
communities their rightful
place as self-supporting enti-
ties is indeed very great.

To quote Mahatma Gandhi:
“Democracy must mean the
art and science of mobilising
the entire physical, economic
and spiritual resources of all
the various sections of the
people in the service of the
common good of all .. True
democracy cannot be worked
by twenty men sitting at the
centre. It has to evoked from
below by the people of every
village (italics mine).
~ Inthis context, it is interest-
ing to recall what Sir Charles
Metcalfe wrote in 1832 refer-
ring to the Panchayats System
of India. He said: ““The vil-
lage communities are little ree
publics having nearly every=
thing they want within thems=
selves and almost independent,
of any foreign relations. They
seem to last where nothing
else lasts. Dynasty after dy=
nasty tumbles down, revolue
tion succeeds revolution, but
the village committees remain
the same™.

1 make these suggestions in
the belief that these may goa
long way towards creating the
necessary conditions so that
there will arise a generation
of men and women with a
deeply rooted Cooperative
Consciousness and a sense of
genuine dedication to the
Cause. This is surely the goal
to be achieved ; and if thisis
achieved then Cooperation
would have entered its Golden
era fulfilling the aspirations
and ambitions of the Rochdale
Pioneers.
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“Q East is East and West is
West, and never the twain

shall meet
“Till Earth and Sky stand pre-
sently at God’s great

Judgement Seat ;

But there is neither Fastnor
West nor Border, nor
Breed, nor Birth,

‘Whan two strong men stand
face to face, though they
come from the ends of the
earth’. .

If a censusof our readers was
taken asking them how many
had ever heard the.second half
of this quatrain, it could safely
be surmised that possibly a
majority would reply in the
negative, even in England, the
motherland of the paet. That
Rudyard Kipling (1865—1936)
was saying a great deal more
than the first line often print-
ed above perhaps would be a
revelation to many.

Article afier article normal-
iy cite the first line, and know-
ingly and unknowingly distort
a great man’s thought. The
message of the author is twist-
ed or crippled. This neglect
whether byignorance or design
shamefully and negatively be-
{rays the total message of the
“Ballad of East and West’.

The above quatrain was
“written ag the first, and also
concluding stanza of The Bal-
lard of East and West (1889),
a fast-paced frontier episode
in which a British Colonial
officer and an ‘Indian outlaw’,
match wits and heroism, their
rivalry only revealing their

Vedantin is convinced that
there isa common Life, a
common Source, on which all
souls are patterned. He too
knows that an ‘unimaginative,
ordinary sort of life’ sunk in
trivialities and artifices, - and
lacking the glow of any sort of
heroic aspiration can never

.develop for better reveal the

divinity beneath all these lives,

It is a significant truth that
however diverse and ¢ven con-
tradictory may be their back-
grounds, souls equipped with
the kind of strength which
refuses to tie their destinies to
any compromise can meet at
the heart of life and that from
the transcending union conse-
quences fruitful for man may
evolve.

Looking back “down the
years, who can say how many
times in the recorded centuries
of man an experience similar
to that of our ballad may have
been as dramatically enacted ?
Nor is there any to expect
such scenes to be recorded.
Most of therecording of man’s
history was done by Europe-
ans ; this has led some to think
that all of history was also
made by them. Nowadays
everyone knows that it was not
§0.

In the last century or two
the ‘developing world” has
been in a position to offer, in
the international arena, heroes
whose footing is equal to that
of Westerners in education,
training, equipment Qr what-
ever field of action may require.

by P. CHANDRASEGARAM

inner oneness of mutual under-
standing and admiration. Kip»
ling is presenting us one in=
stance of two men from ‘dis-
parate cultures’, who meet in
the course of conflicting duties
the
strength of each, the respec-
sive .and common humanity
underlying accounts of nation,
origin and colour. It is no
secret that sometimes in crisis
worthy men reach heights they
would not dream of. But for
Kipling it is more than this.
It is not merely that the pres-
sure of dramatic circumstances
has fortuitously pushed to the
foreground certain capacities
for magnanimity lying latent
in the hero’s make-up. Rather
it is that through the daily
living of a life of strength,
valour, austerity and sacrificz,
and that nameless quality
+which can only be described
as absence of artificiality the
two men have been formed
in similar moulds. In the
open desert the one confronts
the other. Left behind are the
familiar facades of friend, foe,
tribe  and tradition. Each
knows the other as a man,
with a mission and a devotion
to that mission. Each, asit
were, looks into a mirror of
valour and sees himself. Kip-
ling seems to be reminding us
that beneath the claims of na-
tion, mission, ‘caste’ and ‘out-
caste’ lies that basic essence
common to all, Itis through
strength, he says, through the
power of self to rise above self
that [all this all-transcending
unity is uncovered and can be
recognised. For it takes a
Saint to know a Saint, and a
hero to know a hero.

This is a matter which will
surely find response in the
sheart of the Vedantin, The

‘The dark continents and dark
peoples’, are heard from and
today, at least, the man from
the East can no longer be de-
nied his right to participate in
the -adventure, its fruits and
its fame.

Remarkable Partnerships

The new age has produced
some remarkable partnerships
between strong men and somes
times strong women. The in-
trepid traveller Rosita Forbes
made, in 1920, a 1,000—mile
journey of daring exploration,
mostly on Camel-back, across

the Sahara desert, in company .

with the Tunisian explorer
Hassanein Bey. The English
woman and African man won
equal laurels. It might be
called a prelude to the more
significant conquest of Mt.
Everest by Sir Edmund Hillary
and Tensing Norgay in 1953.
The Sherpa, born in Nepal
beneath the very shadow of the
hulking peak and the Sahib
from New Z:aland, the island
over the seas were a world
apart in every way, The West-
erner’s approach to the climb
was almost a military one : the
mountain was a challenge, an
adversary, something to be
conquered ; the Sherpa’s was
more informal, like that, in
fact he said, of a child, climb-
ing on to the lap of its mother.
‘We must get to the top’, was
the common vow. Hillary’s
technique was ‘educated, sci-
ence buttressed’, Tensing’s was
‘inherent, rustic, ingenuous’.
Both did get to the top. When
they reached the top, the sum-
mit, one felt .supreme elation,
the other wanted to pray.
What is the moral behind this?
It was a cooperative venture
above the transcendence, of
‘border, breed and birth’.

The new “confrontation’, of
Fast and West is sure to be
productive in all fields, wheth-
er it be religion or science. See
the mutual respect which is
being built up between the
United States Astronauts and
their Soviet counterparts.

Spiritual Heroism

Not all the great exploits of
men are in space, nor on the
surface of the planet, nor on
the surface of life ; some lie
much deeper in the subtler and
more sequestered places of the
spirit. The heroism required
in this dimension appears to
be of a different sorti—more
placid than aggressive, ‘a sub-
dued glowing more than bril-
liance ; but its ability to pro-
duce men of universal char-
acter and feeling is even more
striking, The Fast, in fact,
has been foremost in furnish-
ing examples of this type of
strength, As an illustration
of this kind of spiritualadven-
ture in which the common pur-
poses of self-realization and
the service of man as God ac-
complished the transfiguration
of two souls into light of world
dimension, the relationship
between a great manof the
East, Swami Vivekananda and
the Western woman Margaret
Noble, who became his remar-
kable disciple, Sister Nivedita
could be mentioned.

We know that Nivedita's is
a great story. We know the
ideals which Vivekapanda set
for her,how fullyidentified with
India he wanted her to be, and
we know how, for her, it was
rather like growing up all over
again. Every act of life had
to be worked out anew. In
Eastern, ancient pathways the
rather independent and ‘posi=
tively aggressive’ Western wo-
man had to train her steps.
Well-versed in educational
techniques, she had nmow to
imbibe theoriesso ancientthey
must have secemed revolution-
ary. She foundentry into the
Indian sociely and common
life of India. Her mind and
body grew in strength in Indi-
an spirit. She pressed on with
‘her school of girls, but now
.one inner call became insists
ent, the country’s freedom

" from foreign rule. From this

time to the day of her death,
Sister Nivedita had to steer
"her ship tbrough a sea of con-
flicting loyalties. Commit-
ments to the agitation’ move-
ment seemed pitted against
her Monastic Order. Nation-
alists, Moderates apd Immo-
derates all put their claims
upon her and she sought to
be of help to all of them. A
strong woman she was, in any
sense of the word® But the
storms her brief life weathered
left her with the still higher
strength, serenity.

Swami Vivekananda was her
Guru, but we should recog-
nize that he too had his ad-
justments to make and battle
to fight in order to encompass
within himself as Guru, the
diverse natures of Western dis-
ciples. He wrote once from
America to an Indian student,

“ about the talents of his new
friends—how brilliant their
minds, how wide their infor-
mation, how challenging their
questions, If Margaret Noble
had to forget Europe, it is also
true that Swami Vivekananda
had to forget India at least for
some time and insers himself
heart and soul ianto the busy
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traffic of Occidental life.

India has, in that full cons-
ciousnéss, embraced its foreign
born friend of freedom. The
New World has been slower
to recognize the phenomenal
monk, who poured into the
stream of its thought and cul-
ture, fresh and quickening wa-
ters.

The benefits to us of such

. contacts, spanning the barri-

ers of race and land and en-
gendered by the deeper run-
ning purposes of humanity are
obvious. The advancement of
knowledge of the environ-
ment, the mutual exchange of
information and-methods, the:
opening up of new channels

to the possibility of peace and
worldwide fellowship, all these
vital derivatives scarcely need :
enumeration.. : :
This story should now :ibe’
told with increasing frequency: !
East and West, North and:
South, making mutual contri-:
bution. Itisin the continus:
ous reaffirmation of this fact,-
the road to all hopes lies. . It
should be through strength,-
courage and not through weak-"
ness and despair. In the mor=»
al and spiritual fields it bea:
comes more manifest. Out-:
wardly or inwardly, strength»
spells freedom and only fregs
dom enables a8 man to make:
the whole world his home. ¢

( Continued from our last issue)

At Colombo, the Municipa-
lity presented an Address of
Welcome. H. E. the Govern-
or of Ceylon,, Sit Herbert
Stanley, offered Gandhiji a
warm welcome through his
Colonial Secretary and invited
Gandhiji to a friendly meeting.

No other speech made by
Mahatma Gandhi during his
Ceylon tour had moved me as
much as the following one 1
heard when he addressed a
multitude of people number-
ing over thirty thousand at
the Price Park at a meeting
organised by the Ceylon
Labour Union to receive him,

I thank you for presenting
me with your beautiful address
and handsome purse for the
‘cause which has brought me
to this pearl amongst the Is-
lands of the earth. The use
made by you in your address
of the expression “Mother In-
dia’’ has touched me to my
deepest recesses. The use of
that expression has great
significance to me because [

Gandhiji in

tune, but the fact remains that
the millions in India, even to:
the present day, believe in this
legend more firmly than in:
any facts of history. And,ifi
you people of this beautiful
Island , are not ashamed :of
owing some copnection with
your next door neighbour I
would advise you and ask ypu
to ghare the pride that millions
of Indians have in owing this
legend. And now you cam
understand why I told yeu
that you, in my opinion,: &
daughter state, in using the
expression “‘Mother India”
for India had done well in
expressing your allegiance to.
that country. And there ,is
alsoa Rawan who is living
today, Ram is the sweet and
sacred name in Hinduism. for
God and Rawan is the name
given in Hindu mythology to
evil, whenever evil becomes
embodied in the human form.
And it is the business, the

function, of the God Ram, to
destroy evil wherever it occurs
and it is equally the function

By S. DURAI RAJA SINGAM

know all of you are not In-
dians. Perhaps to those of
you—and you arein a majo-
rity in this Union or these Un-
ions—so far as I understand

‘perhaps and as [ said to all

those of you who are not In-
dians, the significance that I
attach to that expression and
which I shall presently explain
to you was not before your
mind’s eye when you made
use of the expression. Legend
—and legend at times is sup-
erior to history—legend has it
that in remote times a King
called Rama came to Lanka
torid this Island of an evil
King, and instead of exercising
the rights of conquest by an-
nexing this fair Island to In-
dia, he restored it to the bro-
ther of that evil King, called
Vibushan, and crowned him
King of Lanka. Rendered

“in modern language it means

that Rama before trying the
loyalty of the people of Lanka
or the loyalty of the King
Vibushan and putting cither
him or the people through a
course of tutelage, gave them
straight away complete self-
government as a dominion
status. Many changes have

taken place since that date as- |

signed to the period of this
legend in this place as also in
Indis, and they have under-
gone many vicissitudes of fore

. pearls of wisdom,

of the God Ram to give to
his devotees like Vibushan ‘s
free charter of irrevocable
self-government. Let us all
whether we are labourers 6;
otherwise seck, ridding ‘our-
selves by the help of God
Ram within us, of the ten-
headed monster of evil within
us, and ask for the charter of
self-government, Laggly,
while you have done well iz"x
thinking of the unforiunate
millionsin India I would ad-

-vise you to establish a living

bond between them and your-
self, especially if you still con-

-sider that India is the Mother

State, the Mother Country,
you will for the sake of thé
few millions invest every pie
or every cent that you may
want to use for dress in Khadi
and nothing else.”

There are numerous other
great utterances of the Mahat-
ma in Ceylon which are ‘great
A few of
them gleaned from my cut-
tings are the following:—

To the Ceylonese he said

“Do not for the sake of
your country ape the manners

-and customs of others which

can only do harm to you and
for heaven’s sake do not wish
to be what every one of the
people of Ceylon cannet be:”’

- (Continued on page 6) ' ™
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(Continued from page' 5)
Miik snd Sugar

To the Indians in Ceylon
fhe said:

“Since you are earning ycur
bread in this beautiful 1>land,
. B would ark you to live as
sugar fives in mik. Evena
¢up-of milk which is full up
to'the brim does nut oveiflow
when sugar is gently adaed to
it, the sugar accommodaling
fiself in 1he milk ard ennches
_ its taste, in the sane way 1
~ would like you to live in this
_dsland so as not to becone
_dnterlopers and 0 asto em-
~ gich the life ol the people in

whbose midsc you may be

L livieg ™

" The last few days of Gand-

hiji's stay in Ceylon «t J.floa

" were the most thriding to the
writetr. In Mahedev Desar’s
words, “Jaffna siudents, it will
te rememtered, were the first
to invite Gaidiji, arnd then
tle other fiiunds tock wp the

_preposal ”

" Gn the 26th morning a vasé
crowd poured into the Rail-
way Station premises (0 p:y
gheir respecis to Mahatma
Gzndhi on his first arrival i
Jaffna. The trein steamed
into the over-crowded siztion.
All was silent for the moment
when Gandhiji stepped out of
one of the cafriages. A muf-

~mur of wveneralion uncon-
scicusly e:ceped the hips of
ghe people and all bowed to
bim in profound adorstion.

' Gandhiji was at last in
Jaffna. 1be excited popuiace
spent the next fcur deys to
boncur the great leeder. On
the same doy at about three
_in the afierr oon the crowd '8
sgiin  gatheted round the
caajan shed erccted ot the
. Esplanace for the occasion.
1he Mahatma arrives at the
scene hall an hour later snd
climbing the raised dsis prom=
p'lv :quats on it. He is gor-
“farded but he takes them off.
Many sddre:ses are piesented
€o bim but few are read and all
aie quickly auctioned. A few
well-filled purses: were also
resented 1o him. There was
ir Waitihpgam Duraisemy
who presidcd. Shni C. Raja-
_gopalachari rendered the Ma-
hatma’s sreech into Tamil, .

“‘Having ccme to J. fioa, 1
do not feel I am 0 Ceylon,
but [ feel that [ am in a bir of
India’’, ssid Gandhiji. He
gpain sad *“‘Lversiice [ have
come to Lanka the conviction
has been growing upen me
that | am not in Lanks butin
India glotified. A glonified
editi. n of lodia Lanka certuin.
ly is from a scenic point
of view. Though 1 was
preraied for the scerery
in Lai ka, the scenery 1 have
actuslly witressed has surpass
sed all my expeciations ard so
1c uld rot help ssyirgac a
recent meting that Ceylon
secmed to me a fragremt
beautiful pearl droppcd from
the nszsal ring «f india. |If
the people of Lanka are really,
@s they should te. ibberitors
of the culture of Irdia, they
gshould : l:o represent in their
lives a gloriius edition of
Mother Incia.”

Ol his virit to Jaffoa the
Hinau Ovrgan, JYufina, wrote
two editonals in the first of
which it said:

Tbhe 26th of this momh
would bte regarded as a red-
Jater diy in tte arnals of
Jafipa. it was on this dey
‘thzt Mahatma Gandhi set his
b'essed foot on the scil of the
fiand of ¥Yulpadi., There is a

long established tradition en-
shrined in the Lbuddhist his-
torical literatwe, bo'h . amil
and Sir halese, that Lord Bud-
dha during his lite-uime visited
this land and preached 1he
Dharma, For the last one
decade the nan e of Mahatn a-
ji has been a houscheld word
in Jafina. People here have
heard of the immense 1 fluence
which he bas beep weeldirg
smong all classes ol peotle in
the Indicn Contirent. Ltut
they pever had the privilege
of witnessing the fra!l physical
fum which em odis 1he
nost wonderful moral and
spiri ual.force of 1he age The
coming ol the sage «f such
pre-emine ce has been looked
forwerd (0 with great interest
and esgerness, Long tefore
the time of the gerival of the
Colombo Mail trein the rail-
way platform, the precincts
cutsice the railwav station and
in the thoroughfares lcading
to it was a seeihing mass of
humaniy. Intheeveni' g the
crowd it the Lsplaiade was
nuch larger and at the modest
ccmpulation it exceeded
30,00, There is not a sinele
village in Jafflna which bas
poi contrituted its quota 1o
nake up this vast assembly
un;r cedented in the history
of Jafina.

Msha maji during bis stay
in Jeffra had to carry out a
vay crowded propromme. At
evely receplicn given o him
whether in the towp or cutside
Mabatmaji  scdicssed 1he
peogle, sc metines thert and
sometimes &t lengih, A'most
in every spcech he urjed the
people to work for the abolie
tion of drink énd untouchsbi-
fnny. In hbis reply 10 the pub-
lic address these 1wo subjects
were dealt with at length. He
congratulated the people of
Jafina on the successful efferts
they have so far mede in
closirg the “pestilential taverns
and liquor dens’ ard on their
determination to realise Total
Prohibition in a short time.

Gandhiji was taken round
to all the educationsl institu-
ticns where he spcke to the
toys ard girl and “well did
they deseive it in Mahadev

' Desai’s words for *itbke bulk

of the Jaffra purse cane fiom
the siudents, scmre of whom
h:d given Rs /- each™ Be-
sides Handy Perinpanayagam,
who invited Gandhiji, had
gone from village to village
and collicled sie!l cen's from
huncreds of the villagers who
koew Gandhij: ard his work.

( pe Jafina school boy wrole
in his College Mag: zine thus
of Gardhiji's visit 10 the ins-
tivuticn 2—

it was on the 28th of No-
ven ber 1927 that cur Cellege
precincts were ‘hallowed by
the footsters of the Mahaima
to whose visit we have zll been
lcokirg forwaid to eagerly;
fcr ever since he h:s been
described as the werld’s great-
est msn by Rev. Holmes of
New York Ci'y everyone was
feel ng it a lifc’s opporiuni'y
to see such a man in the flesh,
All eves were directed to the
car which to.k him to the
Cellege door, and in walked a
glender fipure wi h an eternal
smile playing about his face—
g8 that of a child—wlich
gometimes broadened into a
heany lavgh of infiniie good
hum: ur and kindress Hurry-
ing 1o the pltform with Mrs.
G:ndhi and the Piincipal, he
squatted in oriental fzshion
on a coloured Khaddar cloth
spread on a spacious table in

‘GANDHUI IN CEYLON

the centre of the plaiform. A
minute laier, the snule gave
way 10 a serene saintly look
which seened 10 probe deep
down into your soul, and
there is slwsys a grim piacti-
¢ lny about his lLips which
scemed to proclaim 10 an 8-
tonisked worlg, the sad brood-
ings of a great scul over the
many ills of this Universe

Two sma:l purses were then
presenied to him, one of which
was fr m the Sistfand s1u e 1s
of the Chundikuli Gils'
College. They were received
verv thankiuily by the Mahat-
r a who has been thus goirg
gbour with. the beggirg bowl
(as his fsmous ciuntryman
Burdha dio centuries bef re
Christ) in the :ervice of the
dumb and inarticulate starvir g
miflions of ndia.

Yes, the Maharma has come
and gore but what was his
messzge, what inspiration has
he Icfi behind fir those who
throrged to have a look st
him? To my mird, Fis mes-
sage i3 three-fold. His loin
cloth h:s prcclaimed, in the
most unmus zksble manner,
his kinship with the Bowest of
the low. Like the ssncst of
the saints and seers of t! e race,
he has accepted poverty as his
bride snd Kbaddsr which is
produc:d by those starving
thousasrds has quile a charm
sbout it fur him and for all
{overs of the poor, in spite of
its ugliness or coarseness.

W hen Gandhiji returned to
Madras atier the Vykom
Saiyagraba during the latter
p=ri of Maich 19.5,1 wasa
s udent in Ceylon. Frem my
Colleje hone in Jaflna with
bltssings from my mother
ard schoolmates | went 10
Madras, Full of excitement
10 sce the great leader of India
] wss siting by the side of the
wall pillar of Sji, Srinivasa
Jyergas®: mansion when | saw
Gandb ji with that 1oothless
smile of his getting downm
from the car after a mornpin:
visit to a spinning ¢chool, My
esgerncs: to go near him and
if possible to toueh his feet as
a sign of reverence, cculd no
longer be restrained. Gondhiji
as | rtaw him was a lovable
one, a person.lity that hed
exploded all the sham dignity
attechid to the paraphernalia
of diess and fachion. A frail
tiny m:n with sparkling eyes
and a mystic toothless smile
was a sight that awakened the
spatks of the divire in man.
Besides Gandhiji | saw for the
first time Sjt. C Rajagopala-
char, ¢ j.. Mahadev Desai and
Sji. Ramdas Gandhi 1t was
Sjr. C Rejagopslachsr who
first helped me to talk to
Gandhij. On hearing that
1 bad come all the way from
Ceylon to h:ve his darshan,
Gandhiji patied me cn my
shoulder and bidding me to
bhis room jocularly quoted
Bishop Heber’s saying, “Oh
then, you come from a land
where every prospect pleases
except man alone is vile.” I
laughed at these words and
asked him when he would be
able to visit Ceylon. He re-
plied that he had a great de-
sire to visit *““the beautiful
isdand™, but he coula not tell
me when and this visit was as
it were a fulfilmert of this
promise. ‘lhat was all he
spoke for as 1 sat before him,
1 could not proceed further
with any other gquestions.
Gandhiji bhad an end:arirg
manner about him. He ins-
tanily put me st ease.

(To be Continued)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Permanent Secreiary and
L irector-¢ ereral shoud be
" oue snd 1he same person

Sir ~At prescnt the Perman nt
Secretay to the Miniuy of
Education is «lso holding the
post ot the Director-General
of Education. He belongs to
the Cceylon Administratuve
Service and hence possess: s 0o
special knowledge of educ -
tion. A private men ber mo-
tion brought by vr. K. P.
katnam n the iiouse of Re-
prescnlatives requested that
the post of Digector-Gener il
of tducatirn be separated
from the post of i1he Ferm.n-
ent Secretary and that post be
given 10 an eminent educa-
tionist. In Indis a better pro-
ceduie is folloned  here the
post of the Sccretary to the
Ministry of Education is given
to an eninent educationist in
the country. He 1s also call.d
as Educatic nal Adviscr to the
Govt. of India. Great edu-
cationis:s like Frof Hum-yun
Kabir and Dr. k. G Saiyid «in
had been holders of that post.

The Indian Education Com-
mission (1964-66) which had
amongst its members educa-
topal experts from U.S 1.,
U S.S R, U. K., trance
and lspan commenting on the
existing rractice said, “This
is a healthy tradition and
should continue.*® It further
feiterates that that post sheu'd
cominue to be -a “selection

post” and *“No vested .intcrest
of any service should be al-
lowed to stand in the wiy ™
In anuther place ste IEC
Report says, “One cannot bs
# good educational admmis-
ifator unlers cpe is also a
good teacher.” |herefore [
would suggest that in our
counlry, the existing pragc'ice
of one person holding the
posis of Perm nent “ec etary
and the Oirector-General of
Education, should continue
but that one person must he
an eminenr educ tionist and
not a LA officer.

Already in (ur gountry, the
Permanent Secrerary to the
Ministry of Planning and
Economic Affairs s Dr. Gami-
ni Core —an eminent ecuno=
mist and a8 non-CAS man.
Thien there is the conventicm
of aprointing a member of
the legal profession as ‘er-

manent Secretary to f(he
Ministry of Justice. Further
the Perm ncot >ecretary to

the Ministry ot State is Mr.
Anandatissa de Alwis—an out=
sid:r to the CAS.

In view of the importance
of education in shaping the
future of the coun'ry ard of
the practice -and precedents
men ioned above it is iMperds
tive or us to appoint an emis
nent educatonist as the ad=
m ni<trative head of the Minis=
try of Education.

S. MAHALINGAM
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Take-Over Presented State Pays..
No Difficulties

They had t2ken over 4 retail

depots run by the CWE and.

bad encountered no difficul-
ties. | hese depots were fu ic-
tioning satisflactonly now, said
a spokesm»n for the tarisha-
thuva Thumpane MP_~ Unij-
on, giving evidence before the
Cooperative Commission, at
Kandy.

The Sittings were held at
Rochedale Hall 2nd the Com-
missioners present were Dr A.
F. Laidluw (Chairman), Mr.
R H.de M¢], Mr T. B Pana-
bokke and Mr. S. S. Puri

Opening the Sessi>ns, Mr.
Pan.bokke st.ted that the
Commission expecied 1o ex-
smipe :n detail toe (CoopiTa-
tive Movement in Ceylon
which had contributed immen-
sely to economic and sucisl
developm: nt 1n Ceylon during
the la:t 30 years. 1hey expect-
-e#d 10 suggest measures that
should be taken for the pur-
po-¢ of fostering the Move-
ment +0 4s 1o make itan effce-
tive 1.strumeut of mnational
~development.

The d:legition of the Haris=
pathuva Trumpane MPCS
Union admitted that their Rice
Mill was running at a loss,
There were several reasons for
this, chicf amon- them being

“that the quota of paddy they

received trom Government for
milling wa. inadequste. The
De:pt. of Agrarian services had
not been able to cevise a suit-
ablc scheme under which the
Union would bz able togta
larger quantity of paddy. lhey
could n t run the mill econo-
micaily with the present small
quota. 1hey were the victi 8
of certain malpractices resort-
ed to by some minor officials
in the issue of paddy fir mul-
-ing as well as in delivery of
mulled ricz. lhese were the
geasons for the losses in the
Rice Mill.

The dclegation slso pointed

“out that the agricu'tural sec-

~ tions in couoperative societies

g nerally did not funcrion as
they should. Mary difficulties
arose due to the facttha- there
were 3 separate Govi, Depts.
in charg of cooperatives, agri-
~cultur | and agrarian services.
They suggested that one single
‘Govt. Dept be maderesponsi-
ble for all 3 suhjects,

The delegation stated that -

it would not be possible to run
cooperative insuiutions suce

-gessfully if the genera] rublic

{oses interest and lacked know-
ledge of the Movem nt. | here-

“fore it was essen'ial that the
G overnment cary out an ef-

fective programmes of Coop-
erative Education, aimed at
reaching every person.

The delegation also pointed

-out that cooperative societies

were finding it difficoit to get
mecessary financial assistance in
time, due to certain policies
-adopted by the People’s Bank.
B:sides the rates of interest
-chrged by the Bank were too
high, Considiring all this,
‘they wou'd urge the setting up
-of Cooperative Ranks.

The delegates also urged the
setting up of a Commission
on the lines of the LGSC, to
bz in charge of the appoint.
ment and discipli-ary control
of cooperartive employees.

The delegates from Palle
Deil: ta, Hewawisa and Niyan-
dala MPC answering a ques-
tion posed by the Chairman,
pointed out that in an area
hke Kandy it was not possible
#0 amalgamate several small

cooperative societies ard run
them as one large society. lhe
delegate from ‘Hewawica s at-
ed that the Dept. has not re-
gistered coopeiative societies
according to a definite plan.
Az a result several societies
had collapscd soon afier thew
had started to funcion. H:
str ssed the need for a definite
plan of fu yre developmsnt.
It wa« also pointed out that 1f
the disuibution of essential
commodities was ¢ nfined 10
croperatives, it would help to
accelerate the progress of so-
cicties.

Progress Hampered

The delegtes of tne Menik-
hinna Coop.ra‘ive Rur | Bank
Soctety stated that the clegiion
of p hiticians as offi.e bearers
of cooperative societiecs, h d
senously hampered progress,
Th y w nted M”’s and Chair-
men of 1 .cal bodies kept out
of the Muvement. One dele-
guate said he could prove that
uffic rs of the Conperative D:-
pariment had been transferr d
out of the area when they iried
to check the malpricices of
politicians wit in the Move-
ment One polilician had even
gone to the exient of preve -
ing members of 8 Rural Bank
Society from repayiig 1he
loa s they had taken from the
Sociery

A joint delegation from the
All-Ceylon Uni'ed Coopera-
tive Employces Union and the

Central Ceylon. Cooperative

Employees Association charg-
ed politicians in the Move-
ment with being responsible
for many acts of miscoaduet.
Cooperative employses who
had b:en wrongfu'ly dismissed
by them had been awarded
large sums :s compensation
by Labsur Tribunals. Sever:l
employee: of Cooperative Uni-
ons had bzen uander interdic-
tion for years and no decisicn
had been taken about them.
They alleged that certain indi-
viduals had used the funds of
societies for political purnoses
and others had enriched them-
selves.

They stated that pracuically
nothing had been done for the
welfare of the cooperative em-
ployees. This matier had b en
badly neglected oy the manag-
ing committees. It was re.
grettable that they had to tuke
certain matters to Indusirial
Courts as the Coorperative
Dept. had been unable to in-
tervene in the dispu es. One
of the delegates pointed out
that the present cooperatie
system was notsvitsble for this
country and should be chang
ed. He suggested brineing the
Cooperative Dept. the CWE
and the Cooperative Federa-
tion undcr :he control of one
apex cooperative organisation.
Every District should have a
Cooperative Union and the
entire requirements of these
Union+ should be importeo by
this apex cooperative organi-
sation.

‘This delegation also sug-
gested thas the Cooperative
Federation should have repre-
sentatives of the People’s Bank
and Audit Dept. on the Board
of Dire-tors. Cooperative Dis-
trict Unions, it was pointed
out, shouid be compo<ed of
delegates clected d mocratic-
ally from amoog affiliated so-
cieties.

Mr. H. Bandaranayake,
Reid. ACCD and presen'iva
member of the Board of Dir-
ectors of the People’s Bank
suggested, dering the sourse of

{ Coniinued frem page 3)
complained that Commuttees
do not as a martter_ of policy
1ecruit irained personncl. He
added °* lhe history of the
Cooperative Movement here
is that Government at a cer-
tain stave introduced the
Movement and lcal worthies
were drafied into the viove
ment. Appointments went by
favour: there was neputism.
I hat is why trained personnel
were not employed. B:sides
at that time there were no
facilives for ireni g 1t was
only afier the last War that
these ficilities were made
available and efforis made to
provide trained personnel.
But even now various factors
other 1h n competence enter
into app antmenis **

Tie del gauon urged tha
seiting up of a Cooperative
Seivice _ommission 12 handle
the rcciui'ment of employces,

Dr. Liidlaw: We hve beard
this proposal in many parts of
Ceylon. Are you ihinking
only of the top people, say
Secrerarics and Managers, or
of all grade: ?

Mr Perimpanayagam : The
basis of our recommendation
is that employees should g:t
a fair desl in remuneration,
tronsfere etc. Ii's ulimutely
a matter of pracucab lity.
Since this is more or less a
proletarian  Movement, the
proles should rcceive protec-
tion,

Mr. Alvapillai: Wou'd vou
serious y object to the fune-
tion of recruiting eic nreing
done by the sistrict U nig 2

Ar. Perimpanya,sm: It
will not meet our case. 11 you
bave a Di-trict Commission
that would be a diffzren: rtory.
A number of irrefevant factors
enler into appuintments when
parties arc known,

We want an impartial body
either at national or piovin-
cial level

Mr.  innathamby : This
Commission should bz both
at district and nats nal levels.

Mr. Perimpinayagam : fhe
nationsl body c¢.n fucction
as an appella e bodv.

r Alvapiliai: In 1he pri-
vate secror, dreciors are keen
to get the best man. Why s
it that you suspect that
favouritism «nd n potism are
rampant 1n the cooperative
sector 7

Mr. Petirpanayagam: [ am
not sure that mepy»ism and
favouritism are i operative in
the privatz sector. We aie
dealing with a rursl ¢ ‘mnuni-
1y which lacks tre degree of
sophistica ton you get in the
private s ctor. That's why
we want an objeciive gioup
1o asse-s merits,

Mr d: Mel: How many of
the trainees at the Jaffna
School come Iro + sorietics
and how mzny from outsde?

his evicence, that the fung-
tions of audir, supervision and
education presently under-
taken by the Coop ririve
Dept should b separ ted.
tducation and Extension work
thould not be handed over to
the Movement immediately.
He sugsested that ihe C. E
thould subscribe 10 1he educi-
1i- nal fund= of the Coopera-
tive Federation, like the Peo-

ple’s B+ k which 1< naking a
€ ninbun n.  E ch District
should have separ te sgneul-

tural Unisns whie i could pere
ate b nchis H: wanied more
1e reseitatives from the Co
oper~tive Mov ment on the
Board of Direclors of the Peos
ple's sank.

Mr. Nagalingam: In the
Junior Level Course, which i3

conducied specially f r empe

loyees there are 17 trainees,
ali from- societies. in the
Ordinary Course, out of the
53 wramnees only 5 or 6 are
sociciy empl yees. In the
Higher Level Course, there
are only ¢ emplovees amoog
the 24 trainces,

Mr. de Mel: If you con-
centrat: oa training cmpl 1yees
of s cieties, th 'n this situation
can be reduced.

Mr Paramothiyan: Train-
ing mu be given toall, parti-
cularly the youth in a develop-
ing co: niry.

Dr Laidlaw: Don’t you
sec the danger of iraining
more than the number who
can be a tually enployed ?

Mr. Paramoth.yan . Gradu-
ates f om rhis school are able
to get jobs outside. They
fare better in competitive exa-
min tjons.

Mr. Alvapillai: 1 th aghs
we have 1o regard this as pro-
fessional educstion. - hould
recruitmert precede training
or vice versal

Mr. Paramothvan: As it is,
regulations emphasise that
prcfereice must be given to
e nployees of soci:iies. Only
sfier reserving places for
them, we take in the others.

Mr. Peri 'panayagam: Vro-
vided recruitment is sound,
we dont mind recruitment
preceding training. But now
recruitment is by no msans
sarisfictory.

Mr V S Rasiah alleged
that though at a general meet-
ingith d been decided that
membzrs should be eligible to
borrow hoth from  redit So-
cieties and Multipurpose So-
cietics, the NDCF memo-
randum had recornmen led the
opposite The Charmin ob
served that the Direct rs of
an orginisation h.ve 10 derer-
mine what will be in their
brief But if they recom-
me: ded something ¢ ntrary to
the re-olutrons of a general
meeting, then it could be a
serious m.tter. The Secretary
of the NDCF, Mr. S. Caa-
diah, explained that there had
been no general meeting. A
prehminary conference had
been summoned at which the
term: of reference of the Come
mission were discussed. A
sub committee was <et up 10
prepare a questionr aire which
was circulated to a | socie ies.
Based o1 hcir replies and the
discussions at another con-

ference, the NDCF memo=-
randum was prepar.d.

When the de egation of the
Northern Division Coopera-
tive Federation gave evidencs
a second time, the Presidens
Mr. R. Rzjiratnam said they
were opposcd (o giant primary
socictics.

Or. Laidlaw ;" Do you ad ni¢
that the big society is more
efficient ?

Mr. Raj ratnam : Not necese
sanily. Small socicties can
also be efficient.

Dr. Laid aw: The trend in
the Wes! 18 towards very Jarge
cooperative organisations.

When the discussion turned
1o Credit Societies, the Chaire
man a-ked “If unlimited liabj=
lity Credit_ S. cieties, are so
valuable, then why isit thas
only one third of the Credis
Societies in Yaffna are acive?”

Mr. Rajaratnam ! The r.te

of interest in the CAPS and
The De=

MPCS was lower.
partment also neglected Credit
Societies,

Dr. Laidlaw: You must
make Credit Societies work.
Otherwise why stick to them 7

Mr. Rajarainam : If Credit
Societies are cared for, they
can be revived.

Mr. Candish: If Credit So=
cieties can lend as n uch they

_can serve a_uszful purpose.

Mr. ooke: Auention can
help to revive Credit Societies 3
now Credit focieties are b-ing
rcvived, Credit can be chan-
nelled through Credit Societies
becaus the rate of interest is
the same.

Dr. Laidlaw: 1 have heard
it said that the membership of
Credit S ceties is very selec-
tive. From the records I find
it hard to believe that all’ the
angels are in Credit Socie'ics
and all the devils in Multipura
pose Societies! Either Credi
Societies should go up or be
wiped out.

When Mr. de Mel suggested
that agricultural credit could
be confined to MP .S and
otter types chanaelled through
Credit Societies, Mr. Candiah
pointed out that that wou!d
mesn that Credit Socictlies
would have no bu-iness.

The Chairman asked whethes
thereareinsurmountable obsta-
cles to carrying on in both lan-~
guages in one national orginis
sation, Mr.Rajaratnam replied
“There have b-en pracrical
difficulti=s”. The Chairman
observed that all over the
world in multi-racial ¢ untries
there were these difficulties,

Phone ; 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

T’gram : “Yarionion®’”,

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
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Agents for1 Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd,, B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
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Retail Shop at1

JAFFNA MP.C.Sf, UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the Norih,
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CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Grocerles,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT -

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffpa.

15/1, Power House Road, Jafins.
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No Incentive For Training

- Colossal sums of money are spent by the Government
on the maintenance dnd running of educational institutions
which train employees. It is tragic that in general traired

personnel are not
Movement.

recruited
Even untrained employees are not prevailed

to man the Co-operative

upon to undergo ftraining. In short, there is no incentive

for training which in_effect means that

the money spent

by the Government on training is fo a great extent wasted
and that the Co-operative Movement is the loser for it

states a memorandum submitted by the .Old Boys’

Associ-

ation of the Jaffna Co-operative Training School to the

Co-operative Commission.

Here’s the full text:

# We beg to submit for your
kind consideration certain
proposals pertaining to- Co-
operative Employees - Certifi-
cate holders, Before we en-
umerate the proposals we feel
it is our duty to place before
you some of the reasons which
Have prompted us to seek
your help and guidance,

Colossal sums of money
are spent by the Government
on the maintenance and run-
ning of educational institu-
tions which train employees
and prospective employees.
It is tragic that in genperal
trained personnel are not
recruited to man the Cocpera-
tive Movement. Even un-
trained employees are not pre-
vailed upon to undergo train-
ing. In short, there is noin-
centive for training which in
effect means that the money
spent by the government on
tkaining is to a great extent
wasted and that the Coopera-
tive Movement is the loser
for it. :

-You will admin, Sir, that
CGooperatives are mostly mis-
rhanaged due to the 'ack of
tfained personnel. No ade-
quate programme of training
can be formulated, much loss
implemented, without active
articipation and cooperation
Férthcoming from the various
drganisations in the Coopera-
tive Sector, The Cooperative
Movement can no longer
depend on the trial and error
thethod. It is also desirable
to ensure a unified and con-
tented service.

The three levels of training
given in Ceylon-Junior, Or-
dinary and Higher—are of a
high standard. In the Junior
~ourse which is of 24 months’
E_uration the following sub-
jects are taught:— (1) Coop-
eration, History and Theory
and Secretarial Practice, (2)
Book-keeping, (3) Salesman-
ship; (4) Business Manage-
ment. The final examination
is on the  basis of written
papers of 3 hours duration in
each prescribed subject. The
Ordinary Level Course which
is of 4 months duration in-
clading 2 weeks of Practical
Training is meant for em-
ployees in Cooperative Ser-
vice who have passed the
1.8.C. or G.C E. (Junior Level)
and others who have passed
the S.S.C. or G.C.E. (6 sub-
jects) with 4 credits (including
a credit in Arithmetic or
Commercial Arithmetic) at
one sitting. The following
subjects are taught:— (1) Co-
operation, (2) Book-keeping,
(3) Salesmanship and Business
Management, (4) Secretarial
Practice. The Ordinary Level
Course is of a much higher
standard than the Junior
Course.

The C C.E. Higher Level
Course is meant for employees
in Cooperative Service at the
level of Managers of Unions,
Administrative Secretaries and
Accountants who have passed
the G. C. E. Ordinary or
others who have educational

e .

qualifications higher than the
General Certificate of Edu-
cation (Advanced Level) or
the H. 8, C. Many graduates
are following this course con-
ducted in Sinhala in the School
of Cooperation, Folgolla, and
in Tamil at the Jaffna Coop-
erative Training School, The
course is of 9 months dura-
tion including the following
four phases of Practical Train-
ing:— (1) The trainees are
required to visit 3 different
types of societies for a week
and acquaint themselves with
their economic organisation,
their books, democratic con-
trol, systenr of accounts, scope,
objects, plans etc. Compre-
hengive reports on each of the
societies visited have to be sub
mitted by the trainees for
evaluation, (2) Thisis of 2
weeks duration when the
trainees actually workin so-
cieties, undertaking selling,
wrapping, writing out bills,
posting the ledger, sweeping,
cleaning, arrangement, display
etc. They also study the
functions of the society, keep
daily records of work done
certified by the society and
at the conclusion of the train-
ing period submit all their
records along with their re-
ports for evaluation. (3) This
phase lasts one month.
Trainees are sent to Unions or
very large primaries with
branches. They work in the
unions throughout the period
studying in detail all aspects
of organisation. They also
undertake statistical analysis
and keep dailyrecords of their
activities endorsed by Union
officials daily., All records,
diagrams, and charts are sub-
mitted with the report for
evaluation. (4) This is the
final phase which is of 2 weeks
duration.. One week is de-
voted to the following of an
audit with a Departmental
Auditor -and assisting the
Auditor in vouching and veri-
fication. The other week is
spent in studying the activi-

ties of the District Union, the

Co-operative Bank and any
other type ofsecondary organi-
sation available in the district.
A cemplete report is submitt=
ed at the end of the perod.

All four reports are evalu-
ated at 100 marks each, the
final score being the average
arrived at the School of Co-
operation, Polgolla.

The subjects for the higher

level Course are :—
(1) Cooperation, (2) Coopera-
tive Law and General Law,
(3) Accounts 1, (4) Accounts
I1, (5) Auditing, (6) Manage-
ment, (7) Economics and (8)
Practical Training. The syl
labuses are very wide and
compare favourably with the
syllabuses and schemes pres-
cribed for the training of
Inspectors.

It is with these in view that
we place before you our pro-
posals. They are: —

(I) That the Rules framed un-
der the Cooperative Societies
Ordinance which are now in
force be amended to provide

the requirements set out be-
low :—

(a) Trainees with the Co-
operative Employees Certifi-
cate shall be employed by
Registered Cooperative So-
cieties.

(b) Where it is necessary
to employ a person who does
not posses the C.E.C,, it shall
be donme only with the ap-
proval of the C.C.D, & R.C.S.

(¢) Employeesin Coopera-

tive Societies who apply for
appointments to a Higher
Grade in their own societies
or in other cooperative so-
cietiesshould be given exemp-
tion in respect of age limit
and concessions in respect of
educational qualifications.
(2) That the Royal Commis-
sion recommend the imple-
mentation of the following in
respect of departmental ap-
pointments :(—

(a) Recruitment of Ins-
pectors of Cooperative So-
cieties by the department
should be from among those
with C.E.C., Higher Level and
Ordinary Level, preference
being given 1o the former,

(b) In the case of em-
ployees of Cooperative So-
cieties who possessthe C.E C.,
an exemption in respect of
age limit be given when re-
cruitment is done by the De-
partment.

(¢) Persons who possess the
C.E.C-Higher Level be comp-
letely exempted from credit
requirements in the S. S. C.
or G.C.E. (Ordinary Level)
for recruitment as Inspectors
of Cooperative Societies.

(3) The Royal Commission
recommend the setting up of
a Cooperative Service Com-
mission to determine appoint-
ments, Salary Scales, Condi-
tions of Service etc, of Coop-
erative employees.

(4) The following recom-
mendations be made in respect
of Ceoperative Education:—

(a) The setting upof autono-
mous Higher Co-operative
Colleges on a linguistic basis
to undertake research, publi-
cations and dissemination of
knowledge and provide train-
ing at various levels for
employees and prospective
employees, members of Co-
operative Societies, Commit-
tees of Management of Co-
operatives and in general
the Co-operative sector.

(b) The establishment of
an  autonomous Central
Examination Body.

(c) The expenses of Co-
operative Education in res-
pect of recommendations (a)
and (b) above to be met
by annual government grant
and from the Co-operative
Development Fund,

(d) Co-operation be intro-
duced as a separate subject
in the school curriculum
aid  School Co-operative
Societies be organised.

(¢) Co-operation be intro-
duced as a separate subject
of study at University level.

Branch Office
Opened

The Government Agent,
Mannar, Mr. S. Kathirgama-
pathan, opened the Branch
Office of the Northern Pro-
vince Fishermen’s Cooperative
Societies Union at Mannar on
March 30th.

The opening of this Branch
Office will help to expedite the
exporé of beche de mer and
‘chank from Mannar.

Gfie Local Scene

RATES JACKED UP

Everything seems to be go-
ing up these days, including
the Jaffna Municipality’s as-
sessment rates. I am told that
in some cases the increase is
as steep as 200 per cent and
more,

In spite of sporadic eiforts
to whip up opposition to these
new rates, there hasn’t been
much public response,

The reason given for the in-
crease is thar Jaffna has one
of the lowest, if not the lowest,
assessment rates and therefore
a revision is necessary if bet-
ter services are to be provided.

The Mayor has also an-
nounced that anyone who feels
the new rates are unreasona-
ble, can make representations
and it’ll be looked into. This
procedure, I feel, can possibly
lead to unsavoury happenings.

In these days when the cost
of living is weighing beavily
upon almost everyone, [ won-
der whether these sharp in-
creases can be really justified,

PIG-HEADEDNESS

The threatened show down
in front of the Madduvil Pan-
rithalaichi Amman Kovil
didn’t come off, much to the
disappointment of some extre-
mists. The temple manage-
ment decided to lock the doors,
so that no one could enter,

Suarveyed by RAJ

——————————————

This, of course, has not solved
the problem; it has merely
postponed it. Pig-headedness
will only lead to a bigger ex-
plosion, when it comes.

HINDUS TO RESTORE
TEMPLE ?

Some of those who went on
pilgrimage to Kachativu this.
time have come across the re-
mains of a Hindu temple on
the island, it seems. :

) Therp are rumours that lead--
ing Hindus are planning to-
restore that temple,

KALAIARASU FETED

Kalaiarasu Sornalingam, the
doyen of Tamil actors, was
feted at the Jaffna Town Hall
recently. The occasion—his
80th birthday. Guest of hon-
our was D, K, Bagavathy, The
occasion coincided with the
release of Kalaiarasu’s book
Tamil Drama In Ceylon And’
My Part In It.

BOOK EXHIBITION

The British Council, in col-
laboration with the Northern
Section of the Ceylon Library
Association, held a Book Ex-
hibition at the Public Library,
Jaffna, 300 low-priced text
books published by the Enge
lish Language Book Society
were on show. The Mayor,
Mr. S. Nagarajah, opened the
Exhbibition.

R e N o S S S e . e T R T SR IS ) S R

Steady Progress

Presiding over the'8th annu-
al general meeting of the
Thampaldkamam MPCS Uni-
on, Mr, M. K. Sellarajah said
that he was happy to see that
the Union was progressing
steadily. He assured the mem-
bers that he would take steps
to see that their Union was
made a model Union, He ap-
pealed tothe ACCD to consi=
der what steps should be taken
to have the refraction rate of
paddy raised to 12%, since the
12% rule prevails in all Pro-
vinces except the Easiern Pro-
vince. The President said he
saw no reason why only in the
Eastern Province the refrac-

tion should be 9%.

Mr, K. Sittampalam, ACC
D, suggested various ways of
improying the business of the
Union. '

The following were elected
office-bearers : Messrs. M. K.
Sellarajah (President), P. Ka-
nagasabai (Vice-President), K.
Sivasubramaniam (Secretary).
Messrs, K. Shanmugam, V.
Kaliyappu and S. Sinnarajah
were elected to the Committee.

The following delegates were
also elected: Messrs. M. K.
Sellarajah  (Trinco District.
Union), K. Sivasubramaniam
(Coop Bank)and M K. Sella-
rajah (People’s Bank).

TRAINING CLASS

The Batticaloa Cooperative
District Union organised a
Training Class recently for
office-bearers and managers of .
Cooperative Societies within
the DRO (M.N.) Division. 40
members participated in the
Training Class.

Mr. K. V. V. Kanapathi-

pillai, Treasurer, Batticaloa
District Union, declared open
the Training Class. Mr. K.
Vallipuram DRO (M N.) in
the course of his speech, stress-
ed the duties and responsibili-
ties of the office-bearers and
the managers of cooperative
societies. Mr. T. Shanmuga-
rajah, Addl. A.C.A.S. explain-
ed the role of the Government
officials in the Coop Move-
ment and the functions of the
Agrarian Services Dept. in
connection with the Coopera-
tive Movement.

The participants were divid-
ed into 3 groups and group
discussions were held. {The
following subjects were dis-
cussed : General Meetings and

. Committee Meetings; Duties-

and functions of office-bearers .
and managers of cooperative -
societies ; Agricultural Devel-
opment programmes and dis-
tribution of consumer goods. -

This “shot’ of Dr. A.F. Laidlaw
was taken when the Chairman:
of the Cooperative Commission:
addressed the Trainees and
Lecturers of the Jaffna Coop-
erative Training School.

Printed by Nicholas James at St. Joseph's Catholic Press, Main
Street, Jaffna and published by the Northerp Division Co-cperative
Fedesation Ltd., No. 12 & 14, Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffng. 1-4-1969
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