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HARIJAN UPLIFT IN

GANDHI CENTENARY YEAR
A 5-Point Programme

Referring to Gandhiji organising Brahmin stud-
ents of Delhi to clean latrines in the Zarijan quarters
of India’s Capital, and leading karijans to worship
in the Maharaja’s temple in Travancore, H. N.
Brailsford exclaims :

The campaign of this mystic, who cleaned latrines one
day and opened temples the next, is one of the strangest
chapters in history and one of tHe noblest..... India hon-
ours Gandhiji today chiefly because he led the fight for
independence. Humanity owes him an even heavier debt
because he opened the road of the Untouchables to freedom.

If there are moments in time when a people are
called upon to write a fresh page in their history, is
not the moment the Gandhi Centenary Year, and
the cause the uplift of the underprivileged harijans ?
Is not this the moment of destiny for Tamil society
to put their house in order? The S.C.I. Project
of the Thidatpulam Housing Scheme for karijans in
connection with its3rd Asian Regional Seminar
should remind us all of our obligationsand our Zari-
jan brothers in particular to respond to the call to
raise their living standards. For, the immortal
words of Luthuli hold of the Good Life as of Free-
dom : We have the key to Freedom, not the op-
pressor ! Even where we want temple doors to open,
the Lord will not deny darshan to those who seek
Him with steadfast devotion and a pure heart !

A 5-Point Programme is suggested as likely to
promote both human dignity and social solidarity:-
One: A Public Commission must be appointed to
investigate the.incidence of social disabilities arising
out of caste and untouchability and to suggest ways
and means of removing them. In particular, it
must review the working of the Prevention of Social
Disabilities Act No. 27 of 7957 and recommend
such amendments that the Act becomes a Charter
of Emancipation. It will be well if a permanent
Commissioner keeps under constant review the im-
plementation of the provisions of the Act and sub-
mits an annunal report on its working.

Two: The harijans must be induced to give up
such traditional occupations as tend to debase per-
sonality and are really inappropriate under modern
conditions. Such for example, is the bucket system
of latrines, which is a reproach to our ciyilisa-
tion. It should be possible to do away with them
in public and school buildings in the centenary
year, and elsewhere within a period of years. An
inducement to citizens to construct water-seal or
flush-out closets would be to offer a rebate in rates
to those who dispense with the conservancy service.
Three : A special effort must be made to assimilate
harijans into other occupations. In particular, it
would enhance their status if a sizeable portion of
them were turned into a land-owning peasantry,
especially in colonisation areas.

Four: A great need all over the country is to re-
habilitate the village as an organic community and
the urban neighbourhood likewise. It would help to
promote the concept of the village as an integrated
society if community centres, cooperatives and
rural development and other societies are organised
on a territorial and not on a caste basis, ensuring
may be a somewhat enhanced representation to
hari‘ans in their councils. Indeed, to re-design the
village asa habitat for collective living is to re-
build the unity of Lanka and spur the national dev-
elopmental effort.

Five: There is no place better than the common
school, with its socially comprehensive enrolment,
where to implant the conviction that a man’s a man
for a’ that and that they all belong together. On the
other hand, a school where members of one social
group are segregated is a return journey to a medie-
val society. K. NESIAH
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It’s Possible To Set Up A
Cannery in Jafina

It’s possible to set up a fish cannery in Jaffna, observed
Monsieur de Canson, speaking at a Conference summoned by
the Northern Division Cooperative Federation and the North-
ern Province Fishermen’s Cooperative Societies’ Union.

Monsieur de Canson
and Monsicur Basurco
arrived in Jaffna recentiy
to carry out a feasibility
survey. They spent a day
in Jaffna, visiting likely
sites—Myliddy, Palaly,
Thondamannaru, Pt. Pe-
dro, Kankesanthurai and
Thalayady.

Monsieur de Canson
went on tosay that, from
what they had observed,
the West Coast of Jaffna
appeared more suitable
for a cannery than the
East Coast. He stressed

that the support of - the

fishermen was absolutely
necessary if the cannery
was to be run successful-
ly. He pointed out that
the problem in Ceylon is
that there is an unsatis-
fied demand for fresh
fish. Therefore the can-
nery would have to com-
pete with the fresh fish
market: this ma:de the
problem a little complic-
ated. It appeired, he
said, that there were ade-
quate supplies of fish in
the area and of course,
there would be no pro-
blem of marketing the
tinned fish. He added
that the Cooperative
Movements in the devel-
oped couniries had a lot
of sympathy for and good-
will towards the Move-
ment in developing coun-
tries.

Mr.R.Rajaratnam, Pre-
sident NDLE, pointed out

Four Books In Less
Than Two Years

The Jaffna Cooperative Ta-
mil Books Publication and
Sales Society, which was regis-
tered on 10-11-67, has publish=
ed four books so far, dealing
with religious themes. They
are: Sekkilar Nayanar Pura-
nam, Thiruketheeswara Padi-
kam, Thiruvunthiar and Yogar
Swami Pillai Thamil. More
books are lined up for publica-
tion,

that the largest supply of
fish is from the North
and fish was available all
the year round. Besides
there was a large number
of active fishery coopera-
tives. Thus conditions
were favourable for a
cannery. If the cannery

was run by a cooperative,
its success was assured
as the member-producers
would have a stakein the

.organisation,

The experts will also
carry cut feasibility stu-
dies in Batticaloa and
Chilaw.
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suffrage of the people.

We pay our reverent’ homage to the memory of Dr,
Zakir Husain, 3rd President of India, who passed away on

Patriot and philosopher, humanist and educational
thinker, speaker and writer of distinction, Zakir Husain
truly represented the spirit of India and was in the tradition
of her sages and enlightened rulers of the past.

Recall the time in 1947 when Gandhiji had succeeded in
curbing the anti-Muslim riots in the Indian Capital, but
smelt that there were still embers of the conflict. Meanwhile,
there was an urgent call to him to proceed to other areas
where the conflict was hot and Hindus were the victims of
Said the Mahatma:
when Zakir Husain tells me that he is able to walk the
streets of Delhi unmolested. This man, who embodied Hin-
du-Muslim unity and would not exaggerate a story, was to
be the touchstone that all was well with the Capital City.

How significant that, elected President twenty years
later, this same great son of India was to become once again
the nation’s pledge that all was well with India.

Perhaps, in no country other than India and with the
predominance of no religion other than Hinduism, could a
devoted Muslim whose faith was shared by but one-ninth of
the population, be voled Head of State by the overwhelming
For, surely, Zakir Husain being |
called upon to preside over the world’s largest democracy is |
as much a tribute to the eternal spirit of India as to the
noble nature of him who said, when taking his oath of office ;

The whole of Bharat is my home
and its people are my family.

I shall leave Delhi
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(Our London Correspondent)

Is Comprehensive ‘Education
Really Comprehensive
in Spirit?

The educational system in
Britain is increasingly being
asked to perform functions
which are essentially social in
their objective Comprehen-
sive education is a classic ex-
ample of this trend; butin
Britain today is expressed con-
siderable scepticism on the
outcome and it is even being
suggesied the whole process
could be detrimental to those
whom it is supposed to help.

Change-over from the Selec-
tive System to the comprehen-
sive schools is one of the most
important changes taking place
at the Secondary-level here,
Comprehensive education it is
believed would remove some
of the most blatapnt defects
associated with the selective
secondary sysiem.

There are three defects of
the selective system which have
received constant attention.
Firstly, many research workers
have pointed out that entry
into the secondary schools is
strongly influenced ty the
class background of the adoles-
cents i.e. the majority of mid-
dle class childien enter the
grammar schools, while the
secondary modern schools
have a preponderance of work-
ing class adolescents. At the
same time there is marked
class differentiation in the use
made of the grammar schools
i.e. it is the middle class ado-
lescents who tend to stay on
longest, achieve the bestexam-
ination results and go up to
University.

Secondly, within the selec-
tive system most pupils are
transferred from junior to sec-
ondary schools through the
use of intelligence tests (the
11 + examination). The ob-
jections to this examination are
numerous. I Qis strongly in-
fluenced by social variables,
30 those who ‘pass’ are those
with the better social environ-
ments ; the tests are formuiat-
ed by middle class adults,
therefore, much more favour-
ably received by adolescenis
with the same middle class

orientation ; 1 Q is not some-

thing which is static, therefore
it is unfair to separate for all
time children at the age of elev-
en and finally the ‘pass rate’
is not ‘absolute’ but dictated
by the number of grammar
school places available in the
locality.

Thirdly, the lower stream of
the secondary modern schools
are “excellent breeding grounds
for the future juvenile delin=
quent’. Streaming, in effect,
becomes a self-fulfilling pro-
phesy—those who have been
selected as ‘failures’ act as
“failures’ are commonly expect-
ed to bshave.

The central theme of these
three points is that academic
and social segregation in the
selective system schools has
been rigid. The end result of
this rigidity has been a far too
early defining of levels of op-
portunity and this is harmful
both to the adolescent and
society. 4

Within the comprehensive
system the question of the
schools’ class bias should not
arise. There is only oane type
of secondary school, and
within its borders it should
include a wide range of social
«classes. This, of course, rests
upon a number of assump-
¢i -ns : that the Statz System of
“'secondary education is com-

pletely comprehensive, that
middle class parents do not
opt out of the scheme by send-
ing their children to private
schools and that the area is
diverse, rather than homogen-
eous in its social composition,
In reality not all of these as-
sumptions are going to holdup.

If all pupils are transferred
to the same type of schools, in
many districis to the same
school, then the need for I Q
tests should disappear. In
fact 1 Q examinations still
take place in several localities
which are supposedly opcrat-
ing a comprehensive system.
This is to help in stream place-
ment, to ascertain the success
of the school—i.e.—how many
pupils who ‘failed’ the exam-
ination go on to pass G.C.E.’s
and attend institutions of

‘higher education ?

The most crucial test for
comprehensive schools would
be in their system of stream-
ing. A rigid streaming can
re introduce all the old forms
of segregation and separation.

Dr. Tapper of the University
of Sussex, has made a good
study of this question of
streaming. The sample of
the study totalled 1,376, 772
boys and 604 girls and it was
distributed between the follow-
ing types of schools : one dir-
ect grammar, four grammar
schools all controlled by local
education authorities, five sec-
ondary modern schools, one
‘all-in’ comprehensiveand one
‘creamed’ comprehensive The
schools are situated in three
areas, durrey, Manchester and
West Reading.

The students are a rela-
tively large, diverse group of
secondary school adolescents.
According to the study, the
interaction of classand schools
produces straightforward typo-
logy, the details being :—

1. The direct grapt grammar
school is strongly middle class
in composition with some
from upper middle class fami-
lies.

2. The LEA grammar schools
also have a strong middle class
representation, but thereis a
marked minority of working
class pupils, nearly all from
skilled working class families

3. The ‘all-in® comprehen-
sive has an almost even split
between middle and working
class adolescents, the two lar=
gest groups being from lower
middle and skilled working
class families.

4. The closest overlap is
between the secondary middle
schools and the ‘creamed’ com-
prehensive confirming one’s
suspicion that thelatter is real-
ly akin to a large secondary
modern school.

5. The ‘creamed’ compre-

-hensive is dominated by pupils

from the skilled working class
families.

The introduction of the
streaming variable brings the
two systems much closer to-
gether The grammar school’s
internal structure is the most
favourably disposed to the
working class adolescents—

there the bias exists at the .

point of entry. In ail other
1ypes of schools there is strong
‘discrimination” against the
adolescent from the unskilled
working class family. In the
secondary modern schools the
bottom streams end up as
working class ghettoes. In
both comprehensive schools
the same biases exist. The All
in’ comprehensive has a three

Natlonpal Prosperity.

EOPLE'S BANK

The largest network of branches in Ceylon.

The Co-operative Movement plays an
important rcle in Ceylon’s economic
development. The People’s Bank works
together with the Co-operatives for

N

. to work together

tier hierarchy with a steady
decline in the middle-class ele-
ment ; in the creamed compre-
hensive it is more realistic to
think in terms of two blocs,
with the middle class adoles-
cent avoiding the bottom bloc,

As the comprehensives have
not upset the traditional rela-
tiopship between the socio-
economic structure and the
school, one cannot expect them
to give rise |to very different
social and educational conse-
quence.

In the selective system
schools a well established hier-
archy was found for higher
status aspirations—i e.—those
who want to go on to Univer-
sity and think in terms of be-
coming white collar workers.
There is a clear cut division
between the types of school,
the streams within the schools
and the five class categories
within the streams....middle
class, top stream, grammar
school pupils, and working
class, bottom stream, second-
ary modern adolescents.

Although the class and
school interact in much the
same ways in the two second-
ary systems there are still some
distinctions in the ‘aspirations’
hierarchies. Within the struc-
ture of the comprehensive
schools, class differences are
nowhere near ag intense. In
the top-stream 'of the (all-in’)
comprehensive it is permissi-
ble to thick in terms of a uni-
fied meritocracy, Probably
the most important feature of
this comprehensive is the large
second stream. Both the work-
ing and middle class adoles-
cents have a much more fav-
ourable pattern of aspirations
than their equivalent at the sec.
onday modern schools. Even
in the ‘creamed’ compre-

hensive, aspirations in the top-
gtream are likewise higher
than those for this equivalent
group.

It is true to say that there
are adolescents in the compre-
hensive schools, with aspira-
tional levels which would not
have been within their focus if
they have been pupils in a sel-
ective system. What the com-
prehensive school appears to
bs doing, is refining, rather
than reshaping the movement
of adolescenis through the
secondary system,.

It is feared here that experi-
ments with the streaming sys-
tem of comprehensive schools
proceed with some haste ; it is
being questioned whether the
comprehensive system is not
just a change of selective struc-
tural system ? In any educa-
tional system all forms of abi-
lity shounld bs equally treated
and equally rewarded.

Dr. Tapper is continuing to
study this question.

Dairy Develcpment
Programme—Coeps to
Play Important Part

The Government has decid-
ed to increase milk production
principally through coopera-
tives.

This was decided on ata
1ecent Government Agents’
Conference where the Dairy
Development Programme was
discussed. It wasagreed that,
generally, existing multipur-
pose gocieties will be used as
the organisational base for this
activity. However in areas
where dairy production is the
chief economic activity, and
where multipurpose societies
are nel in a position to under-
take this work due to their
weakness or the intensity and
magnitude of the development
undertaken in certain areas,
separate Cooperative Dairy
Societies will be formed and
registered.
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I was brought up on an in=
terpretation of history which
suggested that everything
started with a few families and
then the families got together
in tribes; a bit later a lot of
iribes joined together into na-
tion states; the nation states
became bigger and bigger and
formed great regional combi-
nations, “United States of
this®, “United States of that”,
and finally we could look for-
ward to a single World Gov-
ernment.

Even when I heard this plau-
sible story I have been observ-
ing what is actually happening
and I have seen a proliferation
of countries. The United Na-
tions started twenty years ago
with about 50 or 60 members,
now there are 120 and the
number is still growing. In
my youth, this was called
‘Balkanization’ and was
thought to be a very  bad
thing. But whas I have been
witnessing, over the last 50
years in any case, is a very
high degree of Balkanization
all over the place, that isto
say, large units breaking up
into smaller units. Well, it
makes you think. Not that
everything that happens is
necessarily right; but I am
sure we should at least notice
that it is happening.

Secondly, I was brought up
on a theory which claimed
that in order to be prosperous
a country had to be very big,
‘the bigger the better. Look
at what Churchill called *‘the
pumpernickel principalities of
-Germany’, and then look at
the Bismarkian Reich: is it
not obvious that the great
prosperity of Germany only
became possible through this
combination? All the same,
if we makea list of all the
most prosperous countries in
the world, we find that in
overwhelming majority they
are very very small; and if
you make a list of the largest
countries of the world, most
of them are exceedingly poor.
This again gives one some
food for thought.

And thirdly, I was brought
up on the theory of theecono-
mics of scale, that, just as
with nations so with business
and indaostries, there is an ir-
resistible trend. dictated by
modern technology, for the
scale of business organisation
to become ever bigger. Now,
it is quite true that today
there are business organisa-
tions that are probably bigger
than anything known before
in history ; but the number of
small units is not declining
even in countries like ' the
Unpited States and many of
the.e small units are extremely
prosperous, and provide so-
ciety with most of the really
fruitful new developments So
the situation is no doubt a
puzzling one for anyone who
‘has been brought up the way
I and most of my age group
have been,

We are told, even today,
that gigantic organisations are
inescapably necessary, but
where they bave in fact been
-created, what happens? Take
General Motors: The great
-achievement of Mr. Sloan of
General Motors was to struce
turize this gigantic firm in
-such a manner that it bzscame
in facr, a federation of firms,
none of them gigantic, And
in my own shop, the Natior al
‘Coal Board, which is tte big-
“‘gest “firm’ 1n turope, we are
«loing something very similar.

Strenuous efforts are being
made to structurize it in such
a way that, while remaining
one big organisation, it oper-
ates and feels like a federation
of what we call *‘quasi-firms’’.
Instead of a monolith, it be-
comes a well co-ordinated
assembly of lively, semi-auto-
nomous units, each with its
own drive and sense of ackieve-
ment. While many pure theo-
reticians (who one suspects
may not be very closely in
touchwith reality)areengaging
in the idolatry of large sizs, in
the actual world there is a
tremendous push and surge
to profit from the convenience,
humarity and manageability
of small size. So much about
what anyone can easily observe
for himself.

Ppal Requirements

Let us now approach our
subject from another angle
and ask what is needed. As
in so many other respects, if
one looks a bit more deeply
one always finds that at least
two things are needed for
human life which appear, on
the face of it, to be contradic-
tory, We need freedom and
order: the freedom of lots
and lots of small units
and the orderliness of large-
scale, possibly global, organ-
isation., When it comes to
action, we obviousy need
small scale organisation, be-
cause action is a highly per-
sonal affair, and one cannot
be in touch with more than a

organisations were the work
of the devil, then one would
have to push in the opposite
direction).

The question of scale might
be put in another way: What
is needed in all these matters
is to discriminate, to get things
sorted out. For every activity
there is a certain appropriate
scale, and the more active and
intimate the activity, the
smaller the number of people
that can take part, the greater
is the number of such relation-
ship arrangements that need
to bz established. Take teach-
ing: one listens to all sorts of
extraordinary debates about
the superiority of the Univer-
gity of the Air, or the teaching
machine over some other
forms of teaching. Well, let
us discriminate : What are we
trying to teach? It then be-
comes immediately apparent
that certain things can only be
taught in a very intimate
circle, whereas other things
can obviously be taught en
masss, via the air, via relevis
sion, via teaching machines,
and so on.

What scale is appropriate ?
It depends on what we are
trying to do. The question of
scale is extremely crucial to-
day, in political, social and
ecopomic affairs just as in
almoss everything else. What,
for instance, is the appropri=
ate size of a city? And also,
one might ask, what is the
appropriate size of a country?
Now thess are serious and

NOMICS

search or ultra-modern physics
cost a lot of money, but are
some-what remote from the
real nceds of men.

I raise the question of the
proper size of cities because,
to my mind, thisis the most
relevant point when we come
to consider the most desirable
size of nations. | kpnow one
cannot draw the map as one
sees fit, but it is still legitimate
to ask what is the right size of
a nation : And this question is
closely inter-related with the
question of the proper size of
cities. ZWhy? T[his idolatry
of giantism that I have talked
about is, of course, based on
modern technology, particu-
larly as it concerns transport
apd communications. It has
one immensely powerful effect
It makes people footloose.
Millions of people start
moving about, deserting the
rural areas and the smaller
towns to follow the city lights,
to go to the big city, causing
a pathological growth. Take
the country in which all this
is perhaps most exemplified,
the United States. Sociolo-
gists are studying the problem
of *megalopolis.” The word
‘metropolis’ is no longer big
enough ; hence, ‘megalopolis.’
They freely talk about the
polarization of the populat.on
of the United States into three
immense megalopolitan areas :
one extending from Boston to
Washington, a continuous
built-up area, with sixty mil-
lion people ; one- around Chi-

by
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limited number of persons at
any one time. But when it
comes to ideology or fo ethics,
to the world of ideas, we have
to operate in terms of a world-
wide unity. Or to put it
differently, it is true that all
men are brothers, butit is also
true that when we want to
act, in our active personal
relations, we can in fact bein
touch only with very few of
them. And we all know
people who freely talk about
the brotherhood of man while
treating all their neighbours
as enemies—just as we know
people who have,in fact, ex-
cellent relatiops with their
neighbours, but are at the
same time fu!l of the most
appalling prejudices about all
human groups outside their
particular circle. What I
mean to emphasize is our dual
requirement: there cannot
be a upified solution of all
human problems, For his
different purposes man nee s
many different organisations,
both small and large ores,
both exclusive and compre-
hensive. Yet people find it
most difficult to keep two ap-
parently opposite necessilies
of truth in their minds at the
same time. They always look
for a final solution; they in-
sist that it must be a matter
of either—or, either you must
be in favour of small-scale or
in favour of large-scale. Itis
therefore normally the task of
the people who want to do
constructive work, not to plug
one particelar thing, but to
restore some kind of balance.
The restoration of balance
that I believe is needed in our
situation today implies a fight
against the prevailing idolatry
of giantism. (If there were
an idolatry in the opposite
direction, namely that all large

difficult questions, It is not
possible to programme a com-
puter and get the answer. The
really serious matters of life
cannot be calculated. We
cannot directly calculate what
is right; but we jolly well
know what is wrong. Wecan
recognize right and wrong at
the extremes, although we
cannot normally judge them
finely enough to say: “This
oughtto be five per cent mere ;
or that ought to be five per
cent less.’

Finest Cities

Take the question of size of
a city. While one cannot
judge these things with pre-
cision, I think it is fairly safe
to say that the upper limit of
what is desirable for the size
of a city is probably some-
thing of the order of half a
million. It is quite clear that
above such a size nothing is
added to the virtue of the
city. In places like London,
or Tokyo, or New York, the
millions do not add to the
city’s real value but merely
create enormous problems
and produce human degra-
dation So probably the order
of magnitude of five hundred
thousand inhabitants could be
locked upon as the upper
limit. The question of the
lower limit of a real city, is
much more difficult to judge.
The finest cities in history
have been very small by 20th
Century standards. The ins-
truments and institutions of
city culture depend, no doubt,
on a certain accumulation of
wealth. But how much wealth
has to be accumulated depends
on the type of culture pursued.
Philosophy, the arts and
religion’ cost very little money,
Other types of what claims to
ke “high culture,” space re-

cago, another sixty million;
and one on the West Coast,
from San Francisco to San
Diego, again a continuous
built-up area with sixty million
people, the rest of the country
being left practically empty;
deseried provincial towns,
and the land cultivated with
vast tractors, combine harvest-
ers, and immense amounts of

chemicals.

If this is somebody’s con-
ception of the future of the
Uuited States, it is hardly a
future worth having. But whe-
ther we like it or not, thisis
the result of people having be-
come footloose; it is the resuls
of that marvellous mobility of
labour which economists trea-
sure above all else, Let me try
an apalogy: A large cargo
ship can travel the stormy seas
with comparative safety, pro-
vided its load is secured; if the
load becomes mobile, becomes
‘footloose,” then the ship will
surely founder. Or let’s look
at it this way: Everything in
this world has to have a struc-
ture, otherwise it is chaos.
Before we had mass transport
and mass communications, the
structure was simply there,
because people were relatively
immobile. People who absol-
utely wanted to moye were in
fact amazingly mobile: witness
the great floods of saints from
Ireland moving all over Euro-
pe. There were communicat-
ions; there was mobility; bus

.there was no footlooseness.

The impact of modern techno-
logy upon the existing struct-
ure has made it collapse. There
is no more structure. A coun-
try is like a big cargo ship in’
which the load is in no way
secured; it tilts one way, and
all the load slips that way,
and the ship founders.

One of the chief elements of
structure for the wholeof man-
kind is of course the State.
And one of the chief elements
or instruments of structurali-

zation (if I may use that term)
are frontiers, national frontiers.
Now previously, before this
technological  intervention,
the relevance of frontiers was
almost exclusively political
and dynastic; frontiers were
delimitations of political pow-
er, determining how many
people you could raise for
war,

{ To be Continued )
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(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

SECURITY DEPOSITS

. From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 33%.

Pawn Broking is done at all our Braaches.
of interest charged is 10% and Repayment by Instalments

Branches :
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakain—Point Pedro
(Nelliady)— Chavakzachcheri ~— Chankanai— Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :

59, MAIN STREET. JAFFNA.

)
/:i
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IMMENSE POTENTIALITIES /e Local Scen

There are immense potenti-
alities for development inthe
Paranthan-Kilinochchi area,
declared Mr. Francis Pietersz,
Govt. Agent, Jaffna, speaking
at a public meeting after be
had ceremonially declared
open the Rural Bank of the
Paranthan MPCS. Mr, S. Su-
bramaniam presided.

Mr. Pietersz went on to say
that be was privileged to be
associated with a Society that
has performed so well that it
has passed into history. Very

rarely, he said, does one find
a society, which is truly multi-
purpose in its activities: this
society—which has come of
age—is one of them.

The Government Agent
pointed out that the launching
of the food drive had led to the
people earning much more:
the problem that had cropped
up now was that they didn’t
know what to do with their
money. The Government was
concerned about this: unless
people were taught that money

Address:

Retail Shop at !

JAFFNA MP.C.J, UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the Norih,
Authorised distributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jafina.

15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.

Towels,

EARN AN EASY
i RS, 150/~ PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs,
Door and Window Curtains.

~ Avaflable In lovely designs and enchanting colours a

Jaffna Co-operative Textile
Societies Union,

10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA,

Pillow Cases,

Services in Eravurpattu,

Eravurpattu M.P.C.S Union Ltd.,
Chenkaladi

We are :—Agents of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Lid,

,» Ceylon Petroleum Corporatien,

,» People’s Bank in Pawn Broking,
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government,

Wholesale and retail dealess in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

Phone 28 Eravur,

Phone 1 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T’gram : ‘**Yarlonion™.

Eastern Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Ltd,

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitivu
MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SALES 0 SERVICE 0 SPARES
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

T’phbne :—257, Batticaloa

T'gram :—"Service” T’phone :—10, Nintavur

conld be multiplied by sound
investment, they would lose
the incentive to earn more.
That’s why, he stressed, it’s
essential that societies should
strive o help the cultivator to
invest his profits. This is
something which cooperatives
should think more about.

Mr. Pietersz emphasised that
the problem of agricultural
development was not so much
a problem of agricultural re-
search, important as that is;
rather it is a problem of orga-
nisation. Itis a problem of
getting the institutions which
support agriculture to work
and work effectively. Among
these institutions by far the
most vital is the multipurpose
society. It boiled down to this
—that if a cooperative is not
working efficiently, there it no
other means by which the Gov-
ernment can assist the cultiva-
tor.

Mr. Pietersz hoped the day
would come when the Govern-
ment need not assist the culti-
vator because he would be able
to assist himself through his
society. He said he was glad
to see that the Paranthan
MPCS is in a position to offer
credit out of its own funds at
lower rates of interest. The
aspect of credit was one of the
most important aspects He
pointed out that the tremend-
ous advance recently in agri-
cultural production was pri-
marily due to the fact that the
new agricultural credit scheme
had made available a large
quantum of credit. There had
been a fear that if the loans
were notirepaid we would slide
down to a lower level of per-
formance. But, he confessed,
it was a itremendous relief to
find that cultivators have come
to understand the importance
of credit and have repaid more
than expected. He was very
glad that the Jaffna District
led the rest of the island in
the rate of recoveries.

He stated that if the Society
continued to give liberal credit
on easy terms and educated its
members to appreciate and
understand the need to repay
and thus maintain their credit=
worthiness, and if it could give
them an incentive by provid-
ing sound investment oppor-
tunities, then it would be dcing
a lot for agriculture and we
could achieve self sufficiency.

Mr. R. C. S. Cooke, Vice-
President, Jaffna Cooperaiive
Provincial Bank recalled the
history of the Society and said
the opening of the Rural Bank
would help it to extend its
services. He stressed the need
for Savings Schemes if we are
to be self-sufficient financially.
He suggssted resurrecting the
Thrift Messenger system which
could help to mobilise small
savings.

Mr. K. S. Ponputhurai SAC
said that the Paranthan MPCS
was the first society in the area
to run 2 Rural Bank. He was
confident that the Rural Bank
would fully serve the needs of
theareaand surroundingareas,
Such a Bank was essential for
agricultural development. It
should strive to attract Sav-
ings. He appealed to members
to realise their responsibilities
in this respect.

Mr. T. Kandaswamy ACCD
Jaffna South said the Paran-
than MPCS was a model so-
ciety. He pointed out that a
Rural Bank is essentially
meant to encourage thrift. 1f
it could attract members’ sav-
ings, they would have enough
finance for economic develop-
ment.

" Youths on the Rampage

The recent clashes between
teenage gangs on the streets of
Jaffna, foreshadow the shape
of things to come.

The original incident which
sparked off the sporadic clashes
took place less than quarter of
a mile away from the Police
Station but, suprisingly enough
(oh well, it’s not so surprising
after all: recently | was watch-
ing a football match being
played at the Stadium in front
of the Police Station. A fight
broke out andit was well after
5 minutes that policemen
rushed out of the Station to
quell the disturbance) the
Police moved into action only
aftier a few days. If more
police patrols roamed the
streets, perhaps these things
may not have happened.

Well, whatever the reasons
for the delay in taking action,
the Police, by themselves, can
only have a negative effect.
They can hardly do anything
abous the radical causes: un-
employment (especially among

Surveyed by RAJ

the educated or, rather, half-
educated youth), broken homes
and the whole range of thup-
pahi influences that have be-
fouled our entire social and
cultural atmosphere. This is
a nation.wide problem on
which our sociologists, educa-
tionists and social workers
have to train their batteries.
Unless something is done, and
fast, rampaging youth would
have taken over the country.

Fish Cannery

It’s surprising that up to
now no one in Jaffna thought
of setting up a fish cannery
here. I believe Jaffna accounts
for nearly 60 per cent of the
island’s catch, thus the cannery
will not be faced with the pro-
blem of adequate supplies.

Recentlv iwo French experts
arrived in Jaffna to carry out
a feasibility study. jThey have
indicated that they see no real
objection to setting up a can-
nery here. So, unless extra-
neous factors come into play,
Jaffna can expect to see a can-
nery in action soon,
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Rathi Beedi Makes Its
Debut in the Maldives

Rathi Beedi—which is ma-
nufactured by the Jaffina Mala-
yalam Tobacco Cooperative
Sales Society Ltd.—has made
its debut in the Maldive Is-
lands.

Recently the Society senta
consignment of 25,000 beedies
to the Maldives through the
Maldivian National Trading
Corporation (Ceylon Ltd.)
which has its head office in
Colombo.

1t will be recalled that the
Jaffna Malayalam Tobacco
Cooperative Sales Society was
the first Cooperative Society
in the island to export its pro-
ducts. It exported lakhs worth
of chewing tobacco to Kerala
till the Indian Government
banned imports. It then
switched on to the manufac-

NET PROFIT
NEARLY RS. 20,000/

The Kamachchi Ambal Co-
operative Industrial Society,.
which is 20 years old, has made
a pet profit of Rs. 19,245/04,

At a Special General Meet-
ing it was decided to divide
the profits as follows: Share
Dividends—Bs, 810/84 ; Share
Transfer Fund—Rs. 2,000/-
Propaganda Fund—Rs. 1100/-;
Common Good Fund—Rs.
500/-; Members’ Rebates—
Rs. 2,496/15; Employees’ Bo-
pus — Rs. 615;- ; Bad & Doubt-
ful Debts—Rs. 1,500/-; Elec-
tricity Connection— Rs. 9,044/
86 ; Repairs—Rs.1,000/-; Non-
Members’ Bonus—Rs.188/19..

ture of beedies.

The Society is hopeful of
finding a good. export market
for its tobacco products.

will commence on 1-7-1969.
(1) C.E.C. Junior Course
(a)

ered.

JAFFNA COOPERATIVE
TRAINING SCHOOL

Cooperative Employees Certificate,
Junior and Crdinary
The next C.E.C. Jopior and Ordinary Level Courses

Period of Training :—3 months.
(b) Eligibility :—Employees in Cooperative Societies |
who have passed the 1.5.C, Examination,

(Applications from employees who have not
reached the 1.5.C. standard will also be consid-

(2) C.E.C. Ordinary Level Course

(a) Pericd of Training :—4 months.

(b) Eligibility :—Imployees in Cooperative Sccieties
who have passed the S.8.C. or G.C.E. (O,L.)
(Six subjects) or C.E,C. Junior Level.

OR

Those who have passed the S5.5.C. or G.C.E.
(O.L.) with four Credit Passes including Arith- |
metic or Commercial Arithmetic.

Application Forms may be obtained from :—

The Principal,
Cooperative Training School,
111, Beach Road,
Jaffna.
Requests for application forms to be sent by post should
be accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Closing Date of Applications :—15-6-1969.

Jafina Cooperative Training Schooi, K. Paramothayan,
Jaffna, Principal

Printed by Nicholas James at St. Josepb's Catpolic Press, Maia
Screet, laftna and pubbshed hv the Norther Division Co-operative
Fedegation Led., No. 12 & 14, Kankesan*hurai Road, jatfoa. 15-5-1969
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