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COMMENTARY

KURUNAGALA SETS NEW TREND

In ancient Ceylon,ias in India of the time, re-
ligion was the keynote of life. Pilgrimages to sacred
shrines were common, the hazards and hardships of
long foot journeys notwithstanding.  Men and wo-
men who travelled afar in search of inward peace
also learnt new things, exchanged ideas and almost
unconsciously built up through the ages the cultural
unity that was their country. Pilgrimage travel was
undoubdtedly part of the education of that age.

Travelling is easier today and has many more
purposes; organised educational travel, local and
international, is finding increasing favour. Itisin
this context that we commend the imaginative Youth

- Leadership Training Programme of the Kurunagala

Cooperative District Union. Training to be coop-
erators as well as good citizens, a group of young
men from Kurunagala were the honoured guests of
the Northern Federation early this month. We
trust that the N.D.C.F. and District Unions all over
the country will take a leaf from the lead given by
progressive Kurunagala.

Be it remembered that a cooperative shop, or
other undertaking, can never function in isolation:
it is integrally related to the whole network of the
cooperative enterprise. That is why the ideal of
‘Cooperation among Cooperators’ is enshrined in the
ICA’s Six Cooperative Principles. Like inter-coop-
erative trading, inter-cooperative educational pro-
grammes are designed to promote the solidarity of
the movement. For, we are not merely planting
cooperatives here and there; we are consolidating a
cooperative commonwealth,

We dare say that the gains from a cooperative
study tour extend far beyond the stated objectives,
wide as they are. For, in one way or another a study
tour contributes to realizing the aims of education
itself. [t helps the individual in his personal growth.
It enriches his general education. The intense look
at the activities of the community in connection with
the cooperative movement may help some partici-
pants to make a personal choice of their future occu-
pation. To others it may lend an insight into their
social and physical environment and soggest forms
of voluntary service, may be in connection with
cooperatives themselves,

Not the least significant contribution of coop-
erative travel of this kind lies in the socialization of
the participants. Seeing a cooperative with an active
membership is likely to help young people to be-
come good members of the larger sodiety; seeing a
good cooperative in action may even start in the
mind of a gifted participant thoughts of the possi-
bility of reconstructing that larger society by means
of a ‘silent social revoluation.’

Palita Weeraman, that great public servant of
Ceylon who laboured 22 years of his career in the
Cooperative Department, wrote in his valedictory
report as Commissioner (mid-year 1968) of “‘the value
of Cooperation as a medium for making our island of
many races a land of one nation.” Saurely, the wide
acceptance of the ideal that we are one nation and
one people is perhaps the revolution in thinking that

- this country needs most. It therefore behoves every

young cooperator travelling from any part of Lanka
to any other to say to himself: “This too is the
beloved soil of my country and these too are my
people to serve whom I pledge with my life.”

It should not take them long to realize that
they would belong to, and serve, each other more if
they knew each other’s language,

Nationhood cannot be legislated for, nor im-
posed from above. It has to be a perpetual growth
from below. Those who truly commit themselves
to “‘the common bond of the cooperative ideal”
(again, in Weeraman’s striking phrase) are likely to
grow into a common nationhood.
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CWE T01D: MAKE 60OD THE SHORTAGES

Please take action either to repair or replace the weighing machine at the
Jaffna regional warehouse and also to replenish the shortages suffered by the
Unions on the purchases made from the Jaffna regional warehouse.

This is the request made by
Mr. W.B.C. Senerat Nanda-
deva DCC (Consumer) to the
Gene al Manager, CWE, |his
follows a complaint by the
South Yalpanam MPCS Union
thas they had suffered short-
ages on some of the purchases
made by them at the CWE,
Jaffna, The Union has asked
the CWE either to replenish
the shortages or issue it a
credit note for the value of
the same. The shortages cc-
curred in the purchase of items
like dhal, cummin seed, mal-
dive fish, coriander, sprats
and chillies.

Drive Launched

The Insurance Corporation,
Jaffna Branch, has launched a
drive in the North to popular=-
ise its National Pension Policy
for self-employed persons. 1%
is soncentrating on coopera-
tive societies, as it has been
found in other areas that the
Policy is popular with farmers
and fishermen.

The Branch Manager, Mr.
P, 8, Sittampalam and the
Publicity Officer Mr. C. Ma-
badevan, visted leading coop=
erative organisations in the

North, enlisting their support

for the drive.
e

Fishermen Can Better
Their Lot Through

Cooperation

Cooperation is the best way
for the fishermen to better
their economic condition,
stated Mr. K. S. Ponnuthuorai
SAC speaking at a seminar
for fishermen in the Mannar
Distriet, organised by Mr, V,
Maheadran ACCD Mannar.
Representatives of fishery
cooperatives in the district
were present at the seminar
which was declared open by
Mr. V.L.C. Pietersz, Senior
Asst. Director of Fisheries.

The delegates were divided
into groups ; Mr. M. Alvapillai
OIC Coop Training Centre,
Maunnar, Mr. T. Mahendran
and Mr. R. Ramanathan led
the discussions.

Mr. 3. Stanislaus, President
NPFCS Unicn, who chaired
the afternoon sessions,explain-
ed the link between fishery so-
cieties and the Union.

Mr. V. L. C. Pietersz point-
ed out the benefits of seminars
and training classes.

Janab N. S. M. Candu DFI
explained the advantages of
using modern methods of
fishing.

Mr. K. Velayutham and
Janab O. K. Seynul Abdeen,
President Mannar Coop Dis-
trict Union also spoke.

Mr. T. llankanesan pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

Mr. Nandadeva has also

asked the CWE to

@® employ ex:ra labourers if
necessary to facilitate
smooth loading services at
the regional warehouses

® provide sufficiently large

Fiérmen Clmou .

weighing scales to elimin=
ate losses in weighing

@ make available adequate
storage facilities at the re-
gional warehouses

@ supply quality goods at the
Tegional warehouses

More Mechanised Boats

More mechanised boats,
more outboard motors, more
fishing gear, fishery roads and
houses—these are what the
fishermen of Thalayady are
clamouring for. They voiced
their grievancesat a conference
summoned jointly by the Fish-
eries Dept. and the Coopera-
tive Department, Mr. K.
Thurairatnam, M. P. for Point
Pedro was present at the Con-
ference. The officials present
were Messrs. T, Gunanaya-
gam DFI, 8, J. Emmanuel and
C. Satchithanandan, Fisheries
Inspectors, V. Mylvaganam,
HQI and M, Selvarajah R.I.

There are five registered
fishery societies in the Thalay-
ady area where there are near-
ly 1500 fishermen. Three
more societies are under organ-
isation. . The annual catch
now is about 21,000 cwits:
mechanisation, which was in-
troduced about 13 years ago,
has led to an increase in the
catch.

The catch is bought up by
private traders and the bulk

Coop Ordinance

of it is sent to Colombo, Kuru-
negala, Kandy and Anuradha-
pura, The main varieties
caught are paraw, katia, seer,
shark, kooral, sudayas and
salayas, Prawns are also
available in plenty.

In places where there are no
access roads, the private trader
is able to dictate terms and
buy the catch cheap. The only
way to end this exploitation
is by opening up more fishery
roads.

A striking feature of the
fishery cooperatives in the
Thalayady area is that the
younger generation is getting
involved in the Movement.
The overwhelming majority
of those present at the Con-
ference were youngsters.

All the speakers stressed
the importance of ‘strengthens
ing the societies and of build-
ing up savings: if this were
done, it wag pointed out, the
fishermen would be able to
develop the industry and bet-
ter their los.

Doesn’t Deprive

Arbitrator of Jurisdiction

The Supreme Court of Cey-
lon has held that section 53 of
the Cooperative Societies Or-
dinance does not deprive an
arbitrator of jurisdiction “to
meke a just and equitable or-
der under the Industrial Dis-
putes Act™.

According to the NLR (Vol-
ume LXXI—Part Il of 1969),
Hon. T. 8. Fernando, J., held
in S.C. 328, Application for a
Mandate in the nature ofa
Writ of Mandamus and/or
Certiorari under section 42 of
the Courts Ordinance, that the
Cooperative Societies Ordin-
ance could not operate to de-
prive an arbitrator of jurisdic-
tion to make a just and equit-
able order under the Industrial
Disputes Act. g

The appeal arcse from a
dispute betwesn a registered
cooperative society and an
officer of the society represent-
ed by a trade union, which
had been referred to arbitra-
tion under the Industrial Dis-
putes Act, The arbitcator,
while expressing the view that
the dismissal of the employse
was entirely unpjustifiable, held
that he had no jurisdiction to

make an award as the Coop-
erative Societies. Ordinance
operated asa bar to the as-
sumption by the arbitrator of
jurigdiction to make an award
under the Industrial Disputes
Act notwithstanding the refer-
ence made by the Minister. .
He added thas *if he had juris-
diction to do so he would un-
hesitatingly hold that the dis-
missal is unjustifiable and
either directreinstatement with
back pay or order reasonable
compensation”. :

The South Ceylon Demo-
cratic Workers® Union repre-
senting the discontinued em-
ployee Heitiarachchi appealed
and the Supreme Court direct-
ed that the proceedings be re--
mitted to the arbitrator so that
he may now make his award
giving, if he considers such a
course necessary, a further op-
portunity to the parties to
make any submissions on the
matter in dispute”. The 2nd
respondent, the Galle Coop-
erative Stores Union Ltd., was
ordered to pay the applicant—
the South Ceylon Democratie
Workers’ Union— the costs of
the application.
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Backlash May Hit the Schools

Education Minister Edward
Short hit out at the ‘educa-
tional backlash’—the growing
attack on liberal ideas in
teaching here.

A pamphlet entitled “Fight
for Education: a Black Pa-
per”, has been released and
the Minister reacted to it
violently. :

The pamphlet called for an
urgent re-examination of some
progressive teaching ideas.
SAll of us who are concerned
about education are to-day
facing probably the greatest
crisis., of this century. The
publication of the Black paper
was one of the blackest days
for education in the last hund-
red years. My plea to you
to-day is to see the significance
of this educational blackbook.,
1t is in this that the real mor-
tal danger to education lies.’
He said tht the backlash was
representative of a massive
lurch in society.towards re-
action—the reaction of ra-
cism, of demands for capital
punishm:nt, of the ending of a
Welfare State, and now, of
reaction in education.

When he spoke of reaction
he had Powellism in mind;
the demand for re introduc-
tion of capital punishment he
was critical, when he spoke of
reaction in education, he
meani the attack on the com-
prehensive secondary educa-
tion and on the liberal ideas
on education generally.

Pressing this point furiher
he said that the real issue be-
hind all this and indeed be-
hindthe lurch towardsreaction,
js elitism versus egalitari-
anism, authoritarianism ver-
‘sus democracy. Opposition
to coraprebensive schools, is
a danger to the content, method
and organisation of educa-
tion.

He told this at the National

Union of Teachers Conference.

Teachers demanded at the
same conference that all local
councils should be forced by
law fo switch to comprehen-
sive education. They want
the present -grading system
such as the eleven plus to be
madeillegal.‘Ltisquite obvious
that some authorities are pla-
cing politics before the present

education needs of the areas’, it.

was suggested, They were
playing a calculated waiting
game until the next geoeral
election. Many parents were
appalled and mysiified at the
political football and jockeying
that was going on. We must
not allow the local authorities
to scupper the ideal of a uni-
fied educational system, they
said.

Out of 162 local education
authorities, ten have failed to
submit schemes for compre-
hensive education although
they had promised to do . so.
Another eight had refused to
submit schemes. In this par-
ticular battle the casualties
are among the children and
not among the combatants.
it is impossible to mix the
principle of selection with
that of equal opportunities
for all children.

The conference passed a
resolution calling on the
Government to set aside
enough money, to provide a
guccessful system of compre-
hensive education, It said
that the Bducation Minister
should press local authorities
to present comprehensive
schemes immediately. The
resolution added that real
equality in education could

be achieved only by incorpora-
ting the grammar schools and
other selective schools into
the comprehensive system.

Lord Snow : ‘Gene Pool is
Key to Ability’

British scientist and novel-
ist Lord Snow said that the
idea of equal opportunity in
education was unreasonable
because of genetic differences.
Genetic difference was far,
more important than environ-
ment or good fortune in dster-
mining ability. ‘It is fairly
certain that distinctive differ-
ences between ethnic or racial
groups can be categorised in
a gene pool. All men were
equal in god’s eyes but it
does not mean that we should
treat all men as potential 29ft.
long jumpers’, he concluded.

Lord Snow was a Labour
Governmeni Ex-Minister. Mr.
Short described Lord Snow’s
speech as completely spurious.

Lord Snow has nodded.
He has confused equal op-
portunity and identical oppor-
tunity Equal education by
implication means equal op-
portunity. To consider that
some races are more intelli-
gent than othersis reminis-
cent of Dr. Goebbels.

‘Caught In The Poverty -
Trap’ : Results Of A Survey

Nearly half the children in
a 9,000 household surveyarea
in West London are living in
crowded conditions. And
nearly threequarters of the
area’s children livein accom-
modation which does not
have enough bed-rooms.

A report on the survey has
been released by the Notting
Hill Housing Service. And it
claims that in the midst of an
affluent part of London, there
is a high concentration of
human misery. Of the over=-
crowded children of the area
dealt with, it says that their
whole future is severely pre-
judiced by their environment.

Yet few have any hope of
rehousing, The survey has
further revealed that: onein
six homes in the area are
statutorily overcrowded.

Ope in three homes have
more than 1.5 persons per
room.

Private rented furnished ac-
commodation houses 3.5 per
cent of the people in the area.
National average istwo per=
cent.

The occupants pay propor=
tionately more rent for less
room and suffer from extreme
lack of protection.

Only 7.6 percent of “house-
hold spaces”— a category
used because of the high rate of
multi-occupations—is  rent-
ed from the Council. Nation=
al Average is 27.6 percent.
More than one in four resi-
dents were born outside the
British Isles—26.9 percent not
including those from Ireland;
England and Wales—average
in 3.6 per cent.’

Launching therepoit Mr. Des
Wilson, Director of Shelter—
the national campaign for the
homeless—said it sadded a
growing pile of evidence that
Britain is nearing a series of
‘ghetto’ problems.

It also confirmed that in the
most overcrowded parts of the
cities, it was wrong to leave
the local authority on its own
to deal with its housing pro-
blems.

The report was critical of
the borough. ‘In sum total
our conclusions point to an

National Prosperity.

The Ilargest

New‘IOffice-Bearers

The following were elected
office-bearers of the Vali East
MPCS Union, at the 24th
Annual General Meeting held
recently : Messrs. K. V. Kana-
gasabapathy (President), and
T. Paramanantharaja (Vice-
President). The Committee
members are: Messrs. S. K.
Rajaratnam, S. Thamotheram-
pillai, M. Rasa, S. Logesparan,
S. Nadaraja, M. Veerasingam,
K. Ambalavanar, P. Sivaguru-
nathan and T, Paramananthan.
Speaking at the meeting, Mr.
P. Coomaraswamy, ACCD
Jaffna West urged that they
go ‘all out to make bigger
profits, as only then the
Union would be viable.

AR
NEW BOARD

The following were elected
to the Board of Directors of
the Cooperative Federation of
Ceylon; Messrs. Edmund
Wijesuriya, K. W. Devanaya-
gam, D. A. P, Kahawita, L. M.
V. de Silva, D. E. Hettiarach-
chi, R. Rajaratnam, A. M.
Rambandara, Gate Muhandi-
ram Arthur D. S. Jeyasinghe,
C. S. Amaratunga, L.B. J.
Gavarammana and U. B.
Wickramanrachechi. Mr. P. B,
W. Kinigama has been appoint-
ed General Secretary.

overall inadequacy of provi-
sion’, it said.

Years of high rents for poor
housing conditions in an en-
vironment lacking the most
basil social amenities meant
people were caught in a trap
from which they could not
exiricate themselves.

The Co-operative Movement plays an
important role in Ceylon’s economic
development. The People’s Bank works
together with the Co-operatives for

network of branches

work together

in Ceylon.

Eastern Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Ltd.

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitivu

MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS

SALES O SERVICE (o] SPARES
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

T’phone 1—257, Batticaloa
T’gram :—**Service”

T'phone :—10, Nintavur

For Speedy Discharge and
Safe Delivery

Jaffna District
ea-ope’zaﬁw Harbour Services

Union £n.

25’ Frﬂnt Stl'eet. JAFFNA.
@ STEVEDORES AGENTS
& LANDING CONTRACTORS

& FORWARDING AGENTS

Telephous No, 59¢

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINGCHCHI.
: T’gram 3

Phone 3 8. “Yarloenion”’,

‘We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.

Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd,, Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.
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\. ‘The Economic Future Of The Tamil Community

The economic future of the
“Tamil community in Ceylon is
described in as many different
forms as there are political
partiess To some the future
js dependent on the good will

of the Singhalese., To some
others it lies in the integration
of the Tamils with the Siogha-
lese, while there are others
who advocate political self-
determination as the means of
facing the economic crisis.

2. Whatever the merits of
-the philosophies of the different
parties are,all Tamil leaders
agree, that while they bicker
among themselves, the econo-
mic conditions of the Tamils
are fast deteriorating and needs
quick radical re-orientation.

3. Ceylon as a whole is
confronted with the problem
of educated unemployed youths
notwithstandicg the lanzuage
oolicy of the Governments
during these decades. For
the Tamil community the
problem is worsened as almost
the entire non technically edu-
cated youths are debarred
from equal competition for
employment under Government
or Government sponsored Cor-
porations. Private enterprises,
‘being susceptible to Govern-
.ment policy, would hardly ab-

‘orhe a minute fraction. As it

s, the problem of the un-em-
ployed youths is already a
heavy barden to the Tamil
community and is bound to
deteriorate in the near future
o the detriment of all. Itis
up to the Tamil leadershipto
divert the vouthful energy to
profitable pursuits before it
.gets out of control-

from party politics, yet more
active and deserving of mass
support and popular partici-
pation, to undertake the mo-
bilisation of the human and
material resources of the
Tamil community for profita-
ble investments yielding suffi-
cient employment opportuni-
ties for our youths. This or-
ganisation should be sponsored
by the entire leadership and
left to be administered by
Technical, Econamic and Fin-
ancial Experts without the
slightest political 1nterference.
There is a2 band of educated
youths with considerable aca-
demicattainments to volunteer
their services tosuch ap organ-
isation on a Shramadana basis.
The future of the community,
the Youths realise, is their
burden, and are restive. If
this institution is brought into
being with the spirit and good-
will it decerves, the Youths
may well teel that their foture
is in this institution. This is
a challenge to the leadership.

7. One sphere of our agri-
cultural problem which is
deserving of urgent attention
is the problem of the develop®
ment of Middle Class Colonisa=
tion Schemes. Thousands of
acres were alienated under
this scheme. Millions were
spent by the middle class in
jungle clearing; stumping, fen-
cing, ridging ete;, However
more than 75% of the non-irri=
gable lands have now bee®
abandoped for one reason or
another. While the authori-
ties had takeu some trouble to
plan and assist peasant
schemes; the M.C.C, schemes

By G. Marvianayvagampillai

4. The Tamil leadership has
far too long been harping on
the theory that solutions to
the political problems confront-
ing the Tamils should precede
plans for economic develop-
ment. This theory holds good
if the solutions to the political

revolution, for the spirit
needed for revolt feeds well on
misery; ill-will and frustration.
The leadership, however,
while abhorring revolution,
wants us to live undera Uni-
tary or Federal system of
Government. The benefits
the former bas in store for the
Tamils are subject to the
needs of the majority com-
munity, while the benefits the
latter would give are specula-
tive. If the economic pro-

\'roblams are sought throagh

‘blems of the Tamils are al-

lowed to drift along with their
unsettled politics they are
bound to lose faith in them-

selves and eventually become

a subservient race in the
country. The existence of
such a race of people is a
potential danger to the very
security of the country.

5. For an area to advance

.economically industrialisation

ijs essential. We may not
have the capacity, as had the
Jews, to invest large capital.
But we do not have their pro-
blem of turning a desert into
an agricultural country. If
we develop our agriculture
scientifically we would have
provided the base for the
growth of a healthy industrial
population and the capital
peeded f r investment in in-
dustries will lowin a atomati-
cally B

6. This fact makes it im-
perative to briog into existence

an organisation, quite aloof

appear to have been designed
to impoverish-the middle class.
It may be of interest to note
that 90% of these allotments
belong to Government Servants
whose hard-earned meagre
savings are dumped in these
lands. Their desperation to
make these lands productive
needs o emphasis. The pro-
posed institution could be of
potential assistance to them,

8. No financial assistance is
given by Government for the
development of M.C.C. Al-
lotments. While the Govern-
ment retains the title to the
land the allottees cannot raise
loans either on the security of
the allotments to develop them.

9. The infra-structure neces-
sary for agricultural expansion,
while in peasant schemes is
provided by Government, has
to beestablished by the middle
class themselves. Even the
construction of access roads,
major and minor irrigation
works of benefit to the middle
class allottees are shelved.

10. Ip the absence of irriga-
tion facilities, the cultivation

Supplies Will Be

Resumed Soon
The Northern Division Agri-

. cultural Producers’ Coopera-

tive Union will again start
supplying red onions to the
CWE by the middle of this
month. It stopped supplies
in May.

During January—May this
year, Jaffna supplied 148,127
cwts of red onions, a shortfall
of abous 30,000 cwts, com-
pared to last year’s,

of subsidiary food crops, after
manavari paddy cultivation,
by lift irrigation methods could
be successfully adopted if only
the capital needed for the sink-
ing of irrigation wells and the
procurement of accessories for
sprinkler. irrigation could be
found- The Government that

has done so much to help the:

cultivation of export crops in
the form of Tea and Rubber
Replanting Subsidy Schemes,
could profitably concentrate
on working out a scheme to
subsidise the cultivation of
subsidiary foed-crops : Trans-
ference of titles of the allot-
ments to the allottees may be
one way of helping them to
find the capital.

11. There is no provision
for housing in these schemes:.
The allottees, who generally
earn their livelibood elsewhere,
have, of necessity, to adopt
agency methods to develop
and cultivate their allotments.
Due to the acute shortage of
agricultural labour, the agents
are invariably the outcasts
from society now turned ex-
ploiters of the helpless middle
class. The theft of fence posts,
barbed wire etc are so common

in these schemes that the: al-
lottees find "themselves in the
predicament of holding a tiger's
tail.
it nor hold on to it. Housing
Schemes for the allottees in
close proximity to the allot-
ments could help a long way
in eliminating these evils and
accelerating agricultural
growth.

12. One would be tempted
to pose this pertinent question:
Could not the M.P.C.SS and
Cultivation Committees of the
areas undertake these works
with the help of the Coopera-
tive or People’s Bank? The
policy and programme of these
Societies are controlled by
Government and the Depart-
ments that direct them act
more as controllers rather
than promoters. A Society
of vigilant, enthusiastic and
enterprising members could
nevertheless bring their prob-
lems into focus but Govern-
ment officials tend to act more
as a damper and the enthusi-
asm of the membership is
rarely sustained for long.
Eventually the Society finds
it difficult to obtain even a
quorum for its meetings and

They can neither leave -

the ill-paid manager left to

himself misappropriates the
fupds. Such situations are
quita common in Societies,

the prime movers of which,
by force of circumstancess are
far removed from the locality.
If the Goveroment could be
persuaded to adopt a policy
of seconding Senior Clerical
Servants for service under the
M.P.C.SS/C.CC the develop-
ment aod administration of
the Societies may turn to be
quite different, There are
very many Clerical Servants
who, on account of their non=
proficiency in Sinbala, are
now almost impotent in Go-
vernment Service. Their ser-
vice, if diverted in this man-
ner, wotild contribute to the
national effort. ;

13. One would earnestly
appeal that a serious study of
these and otner problems con-
fronting the economic develop=
ment of the Tamil Areas, ino
particular, and the Country
in general, be undertaken and
euick solutions found and ex=
acuted under expert guidance,
preferably with the help of
such institutions as suggested
above.

THE NEW ECONOMICS

( Continued from our last issue)
Law of Disequilibrium

What about the absolute
necessity of having a large in-
ternal market? This again is
an opticalillusion if the mean-
ing of ‘large’ is conceived in
terms of political boundaries.
Needless to say, a prosperous
market is better than a poor
one, but whether that market
is outside the political bound-
aries or inside, makes on the
whole very little difference. 1
am not aware, for instance
that Germany, in order to ex-
port a large number of Volks-
wagens to the United States,
a very prosperous market,
could only do so after annex-
iog the United States. But it
does make a lot of difference
if a poor community or pro=-
vince finds iiself politically
tied to or ruled by a rich com-
munity or province. Why?
Because, in a mobile, footloose
society the law of disequili-
brium, is infinitely stronger
than the so-called law of equi-

for regional development. In
the poor countries in particular
there is no hope for the
poor unless there is successful
regional development, a devel-
opment effort outside the
capital city covering all the
rural areas wherever people
happen to be,

If this effort is not brought
forth, their omly choice is
either to remain in their miser-
able condition where they are,
or to migrate into the big city
where their condition will be
even more miserable. It isa
strange phenomenon indeed
that the conventional wisdom
of present-day economics can
do nothing to help the poor.

Invariably it proves that
only such policies are viable
as have in fact the result of
making those already rich and
powerful, richer and more
powerful. [t proves that eco-
nomic development only pays
if it is as near as possible to
the capital city or anether
very large town, and not in

by Dr E. F.

Schumacher

librium. Nothing succeeds
like stagnation. The successful
province drains the life out of
the unsuccessful, and without
protection against the strong,
the weak have no chance,
either they remain weak or
they must migrate ard join
the strong, they cannot effect=
ively help themselves.

The most important pro-
blem in this second half of the
twentieth century is the geo-
graphical distribution of popu-
lation, the question of ‘regio=-
nalism.” But regionalism not
in the sense of combining a
lot of states into free-trade
gystems, but in the opposite
sense of developing all the
regions within e«ch country.
This, in fact, is the most im-
portant subject on the agenda
of all the larger countries to-
day. And a lot of the Nation-
alism of small nations today,
and the desire for self-govern-
ment and so-called indepen-
dence, is simply a logical and
rational response to the need

the rural areas. It proves that
large projects are invariably
more economic than small
ones, and it proves that capital-
intensive projects are invari-
ably to be preferred as against
labour-intensive ones. The
economic calculus, as applied
by present day economics for-
ces the industrialist to ¢limin-
ate the human factor because
machines do not make mistakes
which people do. Hence the
encrmous effortat automation
and the drive for ever-larger
units. This means that those
who have nothing to sell but
their labour remain in the
weakest possible bargaining
position. The conventional
wisdom of what is now taught
as economics by-passes the
poor, the very people for
whom development is really
needed. The economics of
giantism and automation are
a left over of Nineteenth Cen-
tury conditions and Nineteenth
Century thinking and they are

totally incapable, of sclvipg

any of the real problems  of
today. An entirely new system
of thought is nceded, a system
based on attention to people,
and not primarily attention to
goods—(the goods will look
after themselves). It could
be summed up in the phrase,
“production by the masses,
rather than mass production.”
What was impossible however
in the Nineteenth Century, is
possible now. And what was
in fact—if not necessarily at
least wunderstandable in the
Nineteenth Century is un-
believably urgent now. That
is, the conscious utilization of
our enormous technological
and scientific potential for the
fight against misery and human
degradation ; that is a fight in
intimate contact with actual
people, with individuals, fami-
lies, small groups, rather than
states and other anonymous
abstractions. And this pre-
supposes a political and or-
ganisational structure that can
provide this intimacy.

A New Start 3

What is the meaning of
democracy, freedom, human
dignity, standard of living,
self-realization, fulfilment ? Is
it a matter of goods, or of
people? But people can be
themselves only in small com-
prehensible groups. Therefore
we must learn to think in terms
of an articulated structure that
can cope with a multiplicity
of small scale units. If econo=
mic thinking cannot grasp
this it is useless. If it cannot
get beyond its vast absirace
tions, the national income,
the rate of growth, capital/out-
put ratio, input-output an-
alysis, labour mobility, capital
accumulation, if it cannot get
beyond all this and make con-
tact with the human realities
of poverty, frustration, aliena-
tion, despair, breakdown,

- crime, escapism, stress, conges-

tion, ugliness and spiritual
death, then let us scrap econo-
mics and start afresh.

Are there not indeed enough
‘signs of the times® to indicate
that a new start is needed ?

—Sarva Seva Sangh Newsletier
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Youths Eager To Joiﬁ Visitors From
- The Movement

Thereis a growing eagerness
among the younger generation
to study about and join the
Cooperative Movement, stated
Mr. K. Herath, Vice-President,
Kurunegala Cooperative Dis-
trict Union, speaking at the
Jaffna Cooperative Training
School. ;

If, he said, we educate the
younger generation we can
build up the Movement and
put it on a firmer footing.

Paying a tribute to the
Northern Cooperative Move-
ment, he said that its achieve-
ments were incomparable.

He roundly condemned
those politicians and news-
papers which were trying fo
divide the country on racial
lines. Cooperators were de-
termined to live as brothers
without any division of racs,
caste and creed, he emphas-
ised. He appealed to coop-
erators to help build up a com-
mon brotherhood and work
for the development of the
Cooperative Movement,

In the forthcoming elections,
only cooperators should be
returned to Parliament: this
was the appeal of Mr. D, M.
Jayatilleke, Vice-President of
the Kurunegala District Uni-
on. He pointed out that the
success of the Movement in
Jaffna was due to the fact that
retired Cooperative Dept. offi-
cials played an active role in

cooperative .institutions. In
his area the progress of the
movement was hampered by
the activities of politicians.
He suggested that the Boards
of Directors of the NDCF and
the Kurunegala Union meet
so that they could excbange
viéws and discuss common
problems.

Mr. R.C. 8. Cooke, Vice
President, NDCF, said he was
glad the Kurunegala Union
was looking far ahead and
concentrating on training
youth: the youths of today
were the citizens of tomorrow.

Educational tours, he said,
were excellent: they led to

mutual and better understand- -

ing. He stressed the import-
ance of inter-district tours,
especially for younger coop-
erators. $

He pointed out that youths
should not judge the Coopera-
tive Movement by its failures;
they should fird out the causes
for the failures and try to
eradicate them.

Mr. Ratnayake, one of the
young visitors from Kurune-
gala, stressed the need to
build up the Cooperative
Movement without allowing
divisions to creep in.

Mr. K. Paramothayan, Prin-
cipal, JCTS thanked the
Kurunegala Union for its gift
of books to the School Libra-

ry-

Address 1

Retall Shop at 1

JAFFNA MP.C.S, UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised distributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Grocerles,
‘Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.

15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna,

FIXED DEPOSITS

and 43%%; respectively.

interest payable will be 43%;.

"PAWN BROKING

is allowed.

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

A THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
21% and 33%, respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%;

SAVINGS DEFOSITS

(1) Interest at the rate of 3% is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 49/ for the month in which there
is a minimum balance of Rs, 5,000/~ or over.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

SECURITY DEPOSITS

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 337/,

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches. The rate
of interest charged is 11% and Repayment by Instalments

Branchas :

Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—FPoint Pedro
(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayis
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :

58, MAIN STREET. JAFFNA.

Kurunegala

Nearly a hundred youths
from Kurunegala District re-

cently spent two days in Jaffna,

visiting leading cooperative
institutions and other places
of interest.

These youths were picked
out by the Kurunegala Coop-
erative District Union to take
part in an intensive two-week
Cooperative Youth Leadership
Training Seminar at Kurune-
gala, The idea behind it was
to instil cooperative conscious-
ness in village youth and train
them to take over the leader-
ship of the Cooperative Move-
ment.

The visit to Jaffina was part
of the programme which con-
cluded with a Mass Youth
Rally on June 6th. This was
followed by a socio-econo-
mic survey carried out in
six villages on June 1Ith,
13th and 14th. The survey
covered the rural economy,
the changes that have taken
place after the introduction of
cooperatives, agricultural de-
velopment and the possibili-
ties of future development.

National Pension
Policy

The question of a regular
income during old age be-
comes an important one at
some stage in the life of most
of us.

The Insurance Corporation
of Ceylon has now designed
a pay-as-you-can National
Pension Policy to solve this
problem,

The main features of the

.National Pension Policy are

@ Pension payable for the
duration of your life
@ First ten years’ payments
guaranteed irrespective of
your survival for the bene-
fit of your dependants
® Premiums refunded in full
in the event of your death
before pension age
@ No periodic payment of pre-
mium. You pay your pre-
mium whenever you find it
convenient to do so
@ The policy will never lapse.
Anyone over the age of 20
can purchase a Pension Policy.
For details, contact the Insu-
rance Corporation.

Society (Under
Organisation) Made
Profits

The Maruthankerny-Vatha-
rayan Women’s Textile Weav-
ers’ Cooperative Society, which
is under orgapisation, has
made a profit of Rs. 53/80 cis.
during the period 1-1-68—
23-2-69. The sales during this
period totted up to Rs,5678/29.

The Society has a member=
ship of 23, and its paid-up
shares amount to Rs. 1,090/-.
The value of a share is Rs,50/-.
It has 9 handlooms, of which
3 are owned by the Society it-
self, the rest being donated by
the Government. It turns out
towelling, sarees, verties apnd
bed sheets.

The office bearers are Mrs.
P, Sivakamipillai (President),
M. Parameswari (Secretary)
and N. Manomani ( Treasurer).

At a Training Class held re-
cently, Mr. T. Kandaswamy
ACCD Jaffna South and Mr.
P. Selvaretnam, Administra-
tive Secretary NDCF, explain-
ed the fundamental principles
of Cooperation to the mem-
bers of the Society.

Beedi Wrapper Leaves,

Grams: ‘CONSUM’
Tele
Phone : 81004

FOR THE BENEFIT OF COOPERATORS

Cooperators can now obtain-through their Societies and Uniops- |

World Famous ‘ALCON’ Water Pumps,
‘KELANT Tyres and Tubes,
‘TUNGSRUM?* Electric Bulbs
CHEAPER THAN ELSEWHERE,

The Ceylon Cooperative Copsumers’ Union Ltd. |

From

“Cooperative House"
455, Galle Road
COLOMBO, 3.

Fertiliser Research Project

A research project due to
start shortly at a British univ-
ersity may help countries thr-
oughout the world, especially
the developing ones, to over-
come some of their agricultur-
al problems.

Britain’s largest manufac-
turers of semi-organic and
compound fertilisers—Humb-
er Fishing and Fish Manure
Co., Ltd., of Hull, Yorkshire
—are joining forces with Hull
University to find eut whya
mixture of organic and inor=
ganic fertilisers tends to grow
a better crop than other che-
micals or organics alone.

I he project, which will be-
gin in August, i8 expected to
last two years. The manufac-
turers will provide the finance
and the University will supply
a team of experts and the ne-
cessary facilities,

Leading the university team
will be Dr. Derrick Boatman,
Senior Lecturer in the Botany
Department and an expert on
plant nutrition. A consultant
to the project will be Profes-
sor J, Friend, head of the Uni-
versity’s Department of Bota-
ny and Zoology.

The project will include ex-
periments in the university’s
laboratories and botanical
gardens, where different crops,
such as sugar beet and wheat,
will be fed with wvarious ferti-
lisers. The organic fertilisers
will include farmyard manure
and raw fish, while phosphates
and potash are among the
inorganic substances that will
be used. Later it is possible
that the experiments will be
extended to farms in northern
England.

A spokesman for Humber

Fishing has stated thatit is
possible that as a result of this
project world agriculture will:
be able to grow crops of a
higher quality and greater
yield.

— British Bulletin

Important
Achievement

One of the most important
achievements of the Federa-
tion during the year under re-
view was the appointment of
the Royal Commission on
Cooperation, states the Annu-
al Report of the Cooperative
Federation of Ceylon.

1he Report goes on to say
that the year under review is
also noteworthy in that there
has been some form of agita-
tion on the part of coopera;.
tors for the amalgamation o
weak cooperatives into econo-
mically viable units. It says
“It is an admitted fact that
most of the ills of the present
day Cooperative Movement
are a direct result of the large
number of uneconomic units,
The idea of amalgamation is
therefore a well-conceived
idea and it is hoped that dur-
ing the coming year this
scheme will be pursued with
the earnestness of purpose and
the vigour it deserves.”

The Report pinpoints the
fact that several societies have
still failed to join the District
Unions of their area, and
comments *““This is not too
encouraging, and we trust that
all District Unions will durin
the coming years, launch
membership drive with a view
to bringing within their fold
all societies within their areas.”

1. K, Balasubramaniam
2. E. Sittampalam

3. T. Shanmugalingam
4, M. Yogarajah

5. K., Thanaladchumy

6, Thondamanaru MPCS
7. Valvetty MPCS

9. Pachillaipalli MPCS
10. V. Thanabalasingham
1. V. Sivamany

13, P. Nadarajah
14. K. Netsingam

Total

MATHIBALASINGHAM
MEMORIAL BUILDING FUND

TARGET-ONE LANKH

Total Amount Subscribed as on 25.5-69 Rs. 15293.00
Total Amount received by Treasurer up to 25-5-69

Paid up balance B/F as on 12-3.69
Amount received from 12-3-69—25-5-69 :—

8. Karanavai Central MPCS

12. South Yalpanam MPCS Union 400.00

Total Instalments received during
this period

Rs. 6378 00
Rs. 5618.00

5.00
10-00
10-00
10-00

5-00

100-00
10-00
10.00
25-00
10-00
10-00

. 10-00
. 10-00

760-00

P

-6378-00

135.00

111/9, Beach Road,
Jaffna.

K. Paramothayan,
(Hony, Treasurer)

Printed by Nicholas James at St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, Main

Street, Jaffna and published bv the Northern Division Co-overative:

Fedemation Lad., No. 12 & 14, Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffoa. 15-6-1969
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