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COMMENTARY

DEVELOPMENT, A 100 YEARS’ DREAM!

In a penetrating study of Japan’s economic

growth (Indian & Foreign Review,

1969),

June 15,

Y. Shionoya suggests two answers to the

question how that country, starting with a per capita
income far lower than that of the other developed
countries before their industrialization, was able to
achieve a growth rate higher than most of them.

First, Innovation—Teehnological and Social.

She

freely borrowed modern technology and the insti-
tutional set-up that goes with it-as well as modern

science and education.

And more important, she

developed the social capacity to use the advanced
technology and to transform the system of value so
as to induce economic growth—tne four spiritual
prerequisites being empiricism, secularism, egalitari-
anism and nationalism ! Second, Motive Force. The
strategic way was to derive a motive force towards
modernization from traditional society itself—in the
form of inexpensive labour that was loyal and effi-

cient.

The combination of high productivity with

inexpensive labour enabled Japan to secure the
advantage of price competitiveness in the inter-
national market as well as accumulate fresh capital.

When we turn to find out why Ceylon is unable
to cross the threshold from backwardness to eco-
nomic development, a complex of factors suggest

themselves.
have

What, however, is most striking is that
reversed Japan’s strategy in

respect of the two factors listed above. On one hand,
along with the failure to borrow the kind of techno-

still cling

to a social and sacral approach to the political and
economic structure that belongs to a vanished age.
On the other hand, following a long period of
colonial rule, there is a new social class in our towns
who would have for the public service and analogous
occupations a wage structure that is utterly unrelated
to the average income of the rest of the people; in
fact, the relative pay of clerical grades probably ex-

ceeds that of the affluent West.

Apart from gener-

ous salaries scales, overtime earnings, holiday rail
warants and emoluments of wvarious kinds and a
plenitude of public helidays, this privileged class

shares with their fellow citizens a

weekly measure

of free rice, free education, free hospital services and
subsidised travel. What is most disconcerting, how-
ever, is the low output of work percapita all along
the line, but most markedly in the labour grades. All

‘in all, the scarce national resources of a backward

country like Ceylon are withheld from development

needs and squandered in welfare services.

So to

speak, the government sells the nation’s years to buy

its own days.

Meanwhile, assisted by a system of permits and
preferences of all kinds, the private sector is here
and there digging pockets of affluence amid acres of
poverty, ¥ while a small industrial district is develop-
ing in the environs of the Capital City surrounded
by an industrial desert in the rest of the country. A

Japanese economist,

M. Yoshitomi

has estimated

that it will take over a hundred years for the under-
developed countries to catch up with the present
level of economic development of the developed

countries.

With the continued development of the

latter, the gap will indeed widen rapidly. Certainly,
the present signs are that Ceylon’s development may
prove a hundred years’ dream !

We can, however, hasten the fulﬁlment of this

hope if we glrd our loins to create

‘‘a revolutionary

will among a somnolent people for the transfor-
mation of society” as a precondition of both demo-

cracy and development.

Will the Cooperative

Movement serve as the instrumient of that social

and spiritual revolution ?

Wil] the nation’s states-

men possess the vision to formulate a positive policy
in respect of this movement?
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"NITHDRAW PROPOSAL IMMEDIATELY

We strongly protest agamst proposal to institute 124 gigantic, non-
cooperative, commercial organisations for the Island in place of 14,000 co-
operative societies, multipurpose societies and other cooperative societies.
Withdraw proposal immediately; otherwise island-wide agitation will com-

mence.

This is the text of a telegram addressed to the President, Cooperative
Federation of Ceylon by Nawala cooperators and Mudaliyar D. M. Gunasekera.

We object conversion to
branches and amalgamation,
the telegram runs, and goes
on to state “Thereby member
participation at village level
will be destroyed, 57 years’
Cooperation set fire to, village

leadership  kilied, 126,000
committee members made
scarecrows and cooperative

principles murdered.”

Life's Impossible
Without Cooperation

Life’s impossible without
cooperation, declared Mr. S.
Arunasalam, D R O, address-
ing the meeting organised by
the Pachchillapalli M P CS
Union to celebrate Inter-
national Cooperative Day.
Qutlining the history of the
ICA and its role, he empha-
sised that only throngh the

Cooperative Movement could

real progress be achieved,
He deplored the faci that in-
discipline and selfishness had
crepl into the movement and
appealed to members to parti-
cipate more actively in the
movement and eradicate these
defects.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi-
dent NDCF, recalled that the
Day was being celebrated the
world over by nearly 250 mil-
lion cooperators; this shows,
he said, that ours is a world-
wide community. He said it
was a happy coincidence that
this year Ceylon was celebrat-
ing the Day at the same time
as other countries. Expres-
sing his pleasure at seeing so
many youngsters present, he
stressed that cooperation
should be taught as a subject
at school, and cooperative
songs should be taught to
young children so that it
would become part of their
flesh and blood. He explained
the significance of the Rain-
bow Flag which—according to
Nordic mythology — was a
bridge between God and Man.
He said that cooperation
could embrace every aspect of
life. 1ts motto is All for each
and Each for All. He stressed
that progress was possible
only if every member took an
active interest in the affairs of
hig society. He also dwelt on
the | importance of properly
exploiting the palmyrah and
paying more attention to sub-
sidiary crops.

Mr. 8. Sinnathurai appealed
to members to attend meetings
regularly. Unless all members
participate acnvcly in the
aftairs of the society, no pro=
gress is possible, he pointed
out. :

Mr. V. S. Ramanpathan,
HQI Jafina South also spoke.

The telegram points out
that the Colombo District
Union has unanimously passed
a resolution condemning this

‘monstrous proposal.’ It urges
the Federation to ‘respect eo-
operative prmclplcs and mam-
tain its dignity as in the past.’

THE MAIN TASK OF COOPERATORS—
EDUCATING THE CITIZEN

Arnold Toynbee has said
that the main task of coopera-
tors is educating the citizen.
Ie is appropriate that we re-
call this profound statement
on International Cooperative
Day, said Mr. K. Paramotha=
yan, Principal Jaffna Coopera-
tive Training School, speak=
ing at the Cooperative Day

celebrations organised by the

‘Thenmaradechy MPCS Upion.

Stressing the importance of
Cooperative Education, he

~said'that its aim was to turn

out good citizens who would
fit into society. As coopera-
tors we have a duty towards
society and therefore should
take a greater responsibility
for the education of the citi-

New
Distribution Scheme

Qaly persons preducing In-
fant Ration Books / Token
Cards will be sold full-cream
Milk Powder by the retail co-
operative societies and private
authorised distributors, from
the Jst to the 15th of every
month. Sales will be made to
other Rice Ration Book/Token
Card holders from the 16th to
the end of each month.

This scheme has already
come into effect. The Food
Controller has instructed Co=
operative Unions, retail co-
operatives and private autho-
rised distributors to' adhere
strictly to the instructions laid
down in his Circular No. 1823
dated 25th September 1968,
subject to the amendment
regarding dates of issue.

zen, remembering what W. P,
Watkins has pertinently said
of Cooperation, that it is an
educational movement wusing
economic techniques.

Mr. V. N. Navaretnam,
M.P. stressed that society had
a duty to tap the potentialities
and the idealism of youth. He
warned of the danger to the
stability of society if the pro-
blem of the educated un-
employed was not solved
quickly, Emphasising that our
educational system should be
radically reformed, hie appeal-
ed to youths to realise the dig-
nity of labour. The secret of
success of Weatern societies,
he pointed out, is that the high
and mighty have come down
from their pedestals and move
on terms of complete ‘equality
with the common man. This
coupled with respect for the
dignity of labour had paved
the way for the tremendous
advance made by the West.

Mr. V. Canagasabay, ACCD
Jaffna East, stressed the need
for honesty, integrity, a sense
of duty and a keen interest in
the affairs of the society if co-
operatives were to progress.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presie
dent NDCF, explained the
significance of International
Cooperative Day and the
Rainbow Flag which, he said,
was a bridge between God and
Man, according to Nordic
mythology.

Mr. 8. K. Thiraviyanaya-
gam presided over the celebra-
tions which were brought to a
close with a variety entertain-
ment presented by students.

Age:— 18—23 yrs.

WANTED

The Jaffna Cooperative Provincial Bank Ltd.
Invites Applications for the Posts of Peon
Educational Qualifications :— Pass in J.S.C. or 8th Standard

Rs, 54/~

with a pass in English.

Rs. 132/-

Salary Scale :—

1969,

59, Main Street,
Jaffna.

4% RS, 2/=; 22% Rs. 3/=; 1 X Rs. 4/=
with allowances payable by this Bank.
Applications should reach the undersigned before 30th July,

Jaffna Co-op. Provincial Bank Ltd,

V. Subramaniam
Hony. Secretary.
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(Our London Correspondent)

Human Rights

- Rev. Huddleston needs no
introduction to the world.
When he spoke on ‘Education
and Human Rights,” at Hamil-
ton House, he described
Enoch Powell’s immigration
speeches as evil. The conse-
quences of Powell’s speeches
would be to lower human
dignity, he said.

He said that after living for
twelve years in the apartheid
society of South Africa he
knew that nothing did more
to destroy human values than
a racist attitude to life,

Mr. Powell had appealed to

the imstinct to preserve the-

nation’s identity. Rev. Hudd-
leston commented. “‘Ihose
words have beea used to
justify every act of oppression,
every suppression of civil
liberties, every war in history.

What I am pleading for is
that in our schools, our teach-
ers Training Colleges, and our
varied educational institutions
the issue of race relations be
treated in its universal rather
than its local context. This
country more perhaps than
any other because of its colo-
nial past and because of its
commercial present had a
special obligation to give a
moral lead on this subject.
Such a moral lead must begin
surely with deep respect for
truth. I suppose the fact of
being the inhabitants of an
island makes English people
insular in more ways than
one. It is this insularity that
Mr. Powell appeals to. But
education should be precisely
the instrument which widens
vision.

Mr. Powell had to be ans-
wered because his speeches
were specifically directed at
the effect of immigration on
our schools, because they
were quite cértain to have a
massive impaci on public
opinion in this country, an
impact which would make the
work of community relations
bodies infinitely more difficult,
and because that work at this
stage lay precisely in the field
of education as a weapon
against irrationality, prejudice
and fear. In all this more-
over we had to be honest
enough to recognise that Mr,
Powell was only too represen-
tative of this country at all
levels of society.”

Powellism has raisedits ugly
head with fresh momentum
witnin the last one week,
Powell seem to think that the
Conservative party itselffis not
forthright enough on the
‘Immigration lssue,” The Lab-
our Party has castigated the
whole poisonous campaign as
thoroughly un-christian, un-
democratic, and racialist.

Rev. John Collin has written
an open letter to the nation
asking the nation to restrain
such tendencies. He has sug-
gested that the racial move-
ment i8 becoming Anti Africa
and Asia.

CALLAGHAN raps
ENOCH'S ‘HATE" talk

Home Secretary James Cal-
laghan hit out at Enoch
Powell’s race policies. He
accused him of trying to lead
the British people into a blind
alley of hate and fear. He
denounced Powell’s proposals
for banning wives and children
of immigrants as inhuman anp
morally indefensible. And he
totally rejected the suggestion
of giving £ 2,000 to immigrant

families who want to go back
home. This was riding on
the wilder shores of fantasy.
Mr. Callaghan said that it
would be wusing taxpayers’
money to bribe immigrants to
leave Britain solely because of
the colour of their skin.

Northern Ireland Demands its
Long-Denied Rights

The recent events in North-
ern Ireland are a turning point
in its political affairs. The
Northern Ireland’s Civil Rights
Association, composed as it
is of representatives of all
political parties except the
Unionist Party — people of
liberal thought, people of all
religions—stands up and fights
against the Tory Unionist
Overlord.

Derry, has become the sym-
bol of Northern Ireland’s free-
dom movement. The march
of 2,000 students from Queen’s
University in Belfast demand-
ing those freedoms which have
been denied to the people of
Northern Ireland marks a
phase in its political history.

Since the partition of Ireland
and the setting up of the Six
Counties, the Tory Unionist
party has maintained and per-
petuated its domination by
the use of repressive actions.
The Unionists continually
claim that the Six Counties
are an integral part of the
United Kingdom, and yet they
steadfastly refuse to accept
and apply °‘British standards
of justice and democracy.’

The electoral system which
operates in that part of the
Six Counties has nothing on
Ian Smith in Rhodesia. By
a system of gerrymandering
it has been possible for the
two-thirds majority in the city
to be ruled by the one-third
minority,

Houses are notj given to
political opponents. Jobs are
not given ; the area is being
denied industrial development.

In Northern Ireland in 1969,
it is still possible for one man
to conurol 50 local govern-
ment votes, while on the other
hand there are people who are
denied a single vote. :

Houses mean votes, as the
local government franchise is
only extended to those who
are tenants or property owners.
Therefore no Unionist Coun-
cil will build houses for poli-
tical opponents, as it knows
that it would also be building
votes which could be uged
against it.

The people of Northern Ire-
land demand and expect no
less than equal citizenship with
other United Kingdom citi-
Zens.

The voice of the Parliament-
ary Commissioner, the Om-
budsman is available to all
citizens in Britain, while it hag
been denied to the people of
Northern Ireland. The people
there feel that everyday social
injustices and denial of human
rights could be remedied if
the Ombudsman’s office is ex-
tended to Northern Ireland.
_In jobs there is discrimina.
tion everyday in Northern
Ireland. Those who support
the Unionist Party, either
qualified or not, obtain jobs,
while others qualified are
denied them. :

The unfair eiectoral bound-
aries which exist in Northern
Ireland are a contradiction of

_Natlonal Prosperity.

FPEOPLE'S BANK

The largest netwark’ of branches in  Ceylon.

" The Co-operative Movement plays an
important role in Ceylon's economic
development. The People’s Bank works
together with the Co-operatives for

2,

to work together
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the very conceps of parlia-
mentary democracy. For ex-
ample the Londonerry seat at
Stormost, is represented by a
Unionist, when in fact the
constituency only takes up a
little of Derry and extends
eight miles outside the city.
This has been arranged to
persuade people in Britain
that Londonerry is in facs
Unionist, whereas over 75 per-
cent of its residents are almost
hysterically opposed to Unio-
nism,

The people of Northern Ire-
land are demanding that the
Race Relations Act should be
extended to cover the Six
Counties, with suitable amend-
ments fo take religion into
account,

It is important to remember
that the Northern Ireland state
exists by virtue of the 1920
Government of Ireland Act,
section 75 of which states that
‘the full responsibility. for all
persons, places, matters and
things rests with the United
Kingdom Parliament.”

Northern Ireland demands an
inquiry into the workings of
this Act with suitable amend-
ments made if necessary,

The people in Northern Ire-
land are fighting for sccial,
economic and political free-
dom. The conspiracy between
the Tories and the Unionists
should be exposed. The
Northern Ireland Governmient
is stalling on reforms, despite
high sounding speeches. It
is living in the hope that the
present Labour Government
will be defeated in the next
General Election, though the
Labour Government itself has'
not creditably functioned in
matiers regarding Northern
Ireland.,

CCD EXPECTS A HIGH STANDARD

I expect and look forward
{0 service of a very high stand-
ard from everyone of you,
stated Mr. W, Pathirana,
CCD and RCS, when he ad-
dressed the trainees at the
School of Cooperation, Pol-
golla, shortly before they left
the school after a course of
training

Mr. Pathirana said that it
should be their earnest endea-
vour to revive defunct societ-
ies orce they were in the field,
and make every society a
viable unit. “Instead of a large
number of societies on paper”,
he said, “I would like you to

consolidate the Movementfby
giving every Society the atten-
tion it needs both as Auditors
and Supervisors.”

Farewell Party @

The 36 Inspector recruits:
and the 6 Educational Assis-
tants at the School of Coop-
eration, Polgolla, held a fare-
well party recently. Mr. N,
Thavanathan presided,

The speakers paid glowing

tributes to the Principal and -

stafl of the School.

SALES Q)

T’phone :—257, Batticaloa
T'gram :—"Service"

Eastern Pi'ovince Agricultural
Cooperative Union Ltd.

Kalliyankadu, Batticalca & Karaitivu
MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SERVICE (0]
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

SPARES

T’phone :—10, Nintavur

Phone 5 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNICN LTD.,
KILINOCHCHLI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials,

Agents for1 Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T’gram : *“Yarlonion®®,
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~ THE ECONOMY AND THE COOPERATIVES IN EUROPE AND CEYLON

Extracts from Report on
a Cooperative Study Tour
of Europe, 950

(Sessional Paper 2—1952)

A general conclusion reach-
ed on geeing the Cooperatives
of numerous European coun-
tries is that the Cooperatives
tend to display the character
and temper of people and
‘their economy.

The European people do
not suffer from the hardships
of low incomes or illiteracy.
Their morale is high. This is
also associated with a justifia-
ble national pride, and a sense
of responsibility amongst or-
dinary working men.

One of the most devastating
consequences of imperialism is
that it divests the ordinary
man of a sense of responsibi-
lity for the affairs of his own
country. European countries
even the ones which were un-
der German occupation, have
not tasted this to the point at

which the will to resist breaks .

down. Imperial control is
much worse than the dictator-
ship of a local tyrant in so
far as the former implies the
imposition of an alien culture
at an economic premium, a
fact which impedes a genuine
synthesis of the old culture
with the new, retaining those
values which the individual
may consider international or
absolute. The presence of a
foreign language, techniques,
social patterns which are held
up al a premium oreate the
- formation of “‘Colonial Types”
shaping after the pattern of
the imperial country whether
it be British, French, Dutch

~enierprises

ruin to our future happiness
and freedom.

Whereas cooperation is as-
sociation plus enterprise the
European cooperator is at a
great advantage in that he
has a tradition of modern
enterprise. To him time is
money and business is bus-
iness. An eight hour working
day is an eight hour working
day and “*spivs” are the not-
orious exception. Whilst in
every European country there
are the rush hours just before
and just after the daily work-
ing hours, in no country in
Europe did I see as in Ceylen
so many able-bodied men
either loitering or “sitting
pretty’” by the roadsides,
watching the traffic go by
during what the pation consi-
ders the working hours of the
day.

The phenomenon is an in-
dex to the under-employment
in the country and the limita-
tions in opportunities of or-
ganized employment.

Another aspect of enter-
prise shows itself in an exam-
ination of the function of the
cooperative movement as a
whole in the economy of
Ceylon. In this regard we
may examine the rate of capi=
tal accumulation through co-
operatives, the technpical suc-
cess of individual cooperatives
and their consequent econo-
mic success. If we take the
cue from the European pro-
ducers’ cooperatives we might
promoie the development of
producers’ co-partnership so-
cieties. Producers® societies
need not be considered waifs
in the community of economic
in the country.
The danger of the emergence
of technically inadequate pro-
ducers’ societies is that the

By G. Kurukulaauriya, M. Sc.

or American, The emphasis
of the “Conspicuous Con-
sumption” of this well-to-do
native minority is on the facs
that they ‘‘are not like the
rest of men” who are villagers.
Modern imperialism coming
at a time of great technologi-
cal changes creates a condivion
of dual economy and a dual
society in the colonial serritory.
On the one hand there is the
urban commupity associated
with the world economy and
on the other are the villagers
living in subsistence economies
based on traditional agricul-
ture and crafts.

Integrated Economies

In Europe on the other hand
we find single integrated eco-
nomies where the working
classes have a vocational pride.
Each man at his task seems to
be proud of the fact that he
knows his job and does it in
his own expert fashion. Itis
nof that they do not grumble
about pay or conditions of
gervice. It is that if they do
a job, whether they are well
paid cr not, they wish to do it
with a personal touch of per-
fection 1n it. They are not
so much concerned with what
they are as with what they can
do. In contrast we find in Cey-
lon that the working man, in
fact almost every man in the
street, tends to imagide himself
acountry gentleman with some
distinctive claimto aristocracy.
Whilst this attitude saved the
community from being turned
into a coolie labour force in
the period of nascent planta-
tion capitalism, it can spell

Cooperative Movement may
itself become the medium for
promoting the continuance of
a dual economy of modern
production on one hand and
out-of-date traditional pro=
duction, on the other. Moder-
nization and capital intensifi-
cation are essential because
we must Step up the rate of
output. A national economic
policy means nothing if the
rate of output of goods and
services cannot keep pace with
the rate of increase in popula-
tion. Our overall cooperative
policy might have this in view.

The love of art is fosterad
by the Cooperative Unions or
Wholesales of some countries
by providing the cooperators
with good colour prints of
renowned paintings. They also
provide the Cooperative
Movement with commercial
artists for lettering, layout,
window dressing and adver-
tissment. Once the public
are conscious of form, colour
and design there wili be a
reaction to the layout of a
shop window or the packing
of a commodity. The commer-
cial artists are sometimes re-
quired to arrange model shop
windows, These are photo-
graphed and made available
to the movement through the
cooperative journals.

The European consumer is:
also germ-conscious, and as

he can afford it, he does not
hesitate to-bear the cost oft
hygienic packing and storing
of food. It is sad to observe
that public lavatories in Eu-
rope are more clean, dust-free

and hygienically kept than
certain market stalls (not co-
operatives) in Ceylon that I
know of. In so far as our
Cooperatives are economic
units we can give a lead to
business people throughout
the island in the hygienic
handling of food and window
display. With 3,500 stores it
will be a paying proposition
for the Cooperative League
that is to be formed in Ceylon
to employ a first clsss com-
mercial artist to advise so-
cities,

The European Cooperatives
were born out of a struggle
against the injustices of a
nascent capitalism. But in the
dual economy of Ceylon the
Cooperatives did not arise as
a part of the struggle for
working class rights in the
capitalist sector. They arose
as a part of the program of
rehabilitating the pezsant in
the sector of atrophied village
economy. There are many
more lessons for us to learn
from the rise of producers co-
operatives and agricultural
cooperatives on the Continent
of Europe, than from the rise
of Rochdale Cooperation.
The greater significance of
Rochdale cooperation will
arise once our total economy
is geared to a high level of
modern production—and of
production by the people for
the people.

European Cooperators are
conscious of at least two im-
portant sectors of their eco-
nomies (a) the public economy
sector with which the cooper-
atives are allied and (b) the
private  enterprise  sector
against which the cooperatives
seeck more advantages for the
low-income classes. We may
look at the problem from the
same angles in Ceylon too,
but the concept of a dual eco-
nomy will be more useful for
framing a national economic

policy with regard to co-
operatives.
The Condition of DBual
Economy

The economic transition

from pre-industrial revolution
conditions to the modern took
place in Western Europe over
a period of several centuries,
and, from about 1500 on-
wards, these changes took
place after the birth of the
National States in Europe.
These changes were accom-
panied and followed by the
agrarian revolutions like the
field cultivation of turnips,
commercialized farming and
the adjustment of Western
European agriculture to the
influx of cheap food-grains
from America. This also led
to a new balance in the pro-
portions of the populations
occupied in the primary,
secondary, and tertiary stages
of production respectively, In
the expansionist phase of
capitalism, capital accumula-
tion kept pace with the rise in
population. Relatively healthy

and intergrated economic
systems grew up in these
countries.

i As against this development

An Europe we find in the East
1 something very different. The

Eastern countries had devel-
oped the production forces
and the production relations
of the pre-industrial revolu-
tion world to the full. The
industrial revolution and other
changes came upon Europe at
a period of stagnation and
decline in the East. The new

productive forces and the new
production relations (includ-
ing institutions like joint
stock companies) came to the
East under the terms of Euro-
pean imperial control, It took
root at trading stations and
port-towns like Madras, Cal-
cutta, Bombay, or Colombo.
Its interests were in import-
export business, finance, cap-
ital export from Europe, the
plantations of raw materials
and of primary produce. To
carry this out effectively it had
to maintain “law, order and
good government” ag well as
to make available a suitable
supply of cheap labour. The
latter was available through
the disintegration of village
communities. Where this pro-
cess was not quick enough
the nascent capitalism had to
import labour from other re-
gions where the disintegration
was more complete, For the
plantations of Ceylon, labour
was imported from parts of
South India. It was even
mooted in 1855 to import
cheap Chinese labour from
Hong Kong. However, to this
day Ceylon has an imported

labour force of over 700,000

Indian labourers on the tea
plantations. And just beside
the plantations we find thriv-

ing village communities of
Sinhalese devoted to either
craftsmanship or to the cultis

vation of rice, fruits, and
vegetables.
The discerning eye will

notice two economic systems,
The rural traditional economy
of subsisience and that part of
the country’s economy which
is a part of international
capitalism, In the rural eco-
nomy both the productive
forces and the production
relations tend to be of pre-
industrial revolution order.
The per- capita output is
naturally low. In the other
secior we see the production
relations of contract, organi-
zation in joint stock com-
panies and the use of modern
productive forces. A majority
of the people are as yet in the
subsistence economy,

In the Euwropean economic
transition the time involved
was relatively long. The rise
of urban indusrial centres
absorbed the surplus popula-
tion and it helped to maintain
the per capita land-holding in
agriculture. Until about 1873
when the American corn ar-
rived. in EBurope the local
farms fed the factories.

(To be Continued)

FIXED DEPOSITS

and 419, respectively.

interest payable will be 43%.

PAWN BROKING

is allowed,

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LTID,

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
2}7; and 337 respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest at the ratefof 31% is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-7-69. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 4% for the month in which there
is a minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/~ or over.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, she rate of

SECURITY DEPOSITS

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interess payable om Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 33%.

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches.
of interest charged is 11% and Repayment by Instalments
Branches :
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—Point Pedro

(Nelliady)—Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts |
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :
58, MAIN STREET. JAFFNA.,

The rate

25, Front Street,

For Speedy Discharge and
Safe Delivery
Jaffna District

eo-opekaﬁve Harbour Sewices
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® STEBVEDORES AGENTS
@ LANDING CONTRACTORE
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‘Consumer Movement Strangulated’.

We in the Consumer Movement are very apprehensive of the

Juture.

Our buying and selling has been strangulated by ithe

Government both overtly and covertly, following a policy of
appeasing big Lusiness interests, stated Mr. A. J. Raja Thurai-
singham, President Jaffna MPCS Union, in the course of his
speech at the International Cooperative Day celebrations orga-
nised by the Unions and societies in the Jaffna DRO's Division.

He pointed out that the
Consumer Unions and Store
Socisties are starved by the
supply organisation of essen-
tial foodstuffs and clothing.

He accused the supply organ«

isation of rationing commo-
dities 80 as to maintain a dead-
ly shortage and a permanent
black-market. He added “The
truncated CWE which has
been shorn of its textile trade
has neither the ability nor res
sources or even Government
" patronage so as to obtain ade-
quate stocks 1o be well in a
position to feed the branch
depots. Government Corpor-
ations seem to revel in giving
a minor quota to Coop Unions
and having an easy time by
dealing in big business. In
the name of local trade a
number of business lines have
been developed. The machin-
ery for testing quality and
testing prices has not been
simultaneously  introdaced.
With the prohibition of im-
ported essential commodities,
the consumer is held to ran-
som, Poor quality goodsat
high prices is the order of the
day and a new class of capital-
ists are growing up in the
name of local industry, with
political patronage in certain
cases.”

He expressed the hope that
once the Cooperative Com-
mission’s report was out the
Government would issue a
White Paper defining precisely
and explicitly the spheres re-
served for the Cooperative
Movement. He poeinted out
that the Government of India
had given an honoured place
to Cooperation in all her five-
year plans. He also stressed
the importance of educating
school children and adults in
the theory and practice of
Cooperation,

VITAL ROLE

Mr, J. M. Sabaratpam,
Addl. G A, Jaffna stated that
the Cooperative Movement
was the only one which could
raise the economic standards
of the: people and meet all
their needs. He pointed out
that cooperatives had played
a vital role in agricultural
development in Ceylon: 70
lakhs had been channelled as
agricultural credit through
cooperatives in Jaffna and
95% had been recovered. The
very high rate of repayment
had saved the cooperative re-
putation of Jaffna. The Go-
vernment, he said, is very
grateful to the movement for
the yeoman service it is ren-
dering, especially in the agri=-
cultural sphere. If it had to
use any other organisation, it

~would have proved terribly

expensive. Appealing to co-
operators to strengthen the
Movement, he empatised the

, importance of roping youth

into the movement so that it
would be vigorous and lively.

Mr. P. Coomaraswamy
ACCD, Jafflna West pointed
out some of the defects in the
movement, He stressed that
without honesty, cooperatives
are doomed.

Mr. R. C. 8. Cooke, Vice-
President, NDCF, urged co-
operators to bring pressure to

sar on the Jaffna Municipali-

ty to allow a cooperative
super-market—on the lines of
Kamadhenu in Madras—to be
setup in the Model Market
that was coming up. If such
a super-market were sei up,
consumers could buy quality
goods at reasonable prices.
He appealed to cooperators
to pauronise the Veerasingham
Mandapam which was their
own property, Pointiog out
the need to first diagnose the
ills of the movement befors
attempting to cure them, he
urged youths to join school
cooperatives and get the neces-
sary training to become full-
fledged cooperators.

Mr, V. Canagasabay, ACCD
Jaffna East stressed the need
for honesty, dedicated service
and unity if cooperatives are
to progress. He pointed out
that egoism has no. place in a
cooperative: members shounld
move on terms of complete
equality. He appealed to co-
operators to regard a coopera-
tive as a temple.

THE ONLY ANSWER

Cooperation is the only
answer to the problems of
backwardness, stressed Mr.
K. Nesiah who dwelt on the
relationship between Coopera~
tion and Development. He
accused the Government of
favouring the private sector,
thus helpirg to build pockets
of affluence and acres of
poverty. An industrial dis-
trict was being built up in

-the environs of Colombo

while the rest of the country
was an iondustrial desert.
Stressing that we should aim
at development through Co-
operation, he cited the case
of Japan which, starting with
a per capita income far lower
than that of the other develop-
ed countries before their in-
dustrialisation, was able to
achieve a growth rate higher
than most of them. He com-
pared and contrasted the fac-
tors responsible for Japan’s
growth and Ceylon’s com-
parative backwardness.

Addresst

Retail Shop at 1

JAFFNA MP.CS, UNIOKR LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised digtributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPOBRATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groeerles,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENY

743, Hospital Road, Jaflna.

15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna,

An International
Movement

Today 250 million members
of cooperative organisations
in 60 countries are celebrating
International Cooperative
Day. You will no doubt be
proud to realise that you are
members of an international
movement which first origina-
ted in England and later
spread all over the world,
said Mr. R.C.S. Cooke, Vice-
President, NDCF speaking at
the public meeting organised
by all the cooperative organ-
isations in the Araly, Vaddu-
koddai and Manipay Parishes,
The meeting was preceded by
a cycle race supervised by Mr.
S. Nitsingam and Mr. V. Rat-
nasingam, Chairman and Vice-
Chairman respectively of the
Vaddukoddai V.C.

The Cooperative Move-
ment helps the farmers of this
area a lot as we are fortunate
to have some good cooperators
who render service to their
fellow-men, stated Mr. A.
Amirthalingam, M.P. in the
course of his spsech. He
went on 1o say that whatever
the status of an office-bearer
in a cooperative, if he misused
his position, no member
should hesitate to point it out
publicly. Every member
should feel that any wrong
done to a cooperative society
is a wrong done to him, and
therefore should tdke the ap-
propriate action,

Mr. S. S. Sabanayagam,
Range Inspector, also spoke.

Coops Have Played
a Vital Role

The Cooperative Movement
has played a vital role in the
development of the economy
of the country, making fora
higher standard of living for
the masses and it will con-
tinge to do so in the future,
declared His Excellency the
Governor-General, Mr. Wil-
liam Gopallawa, addressing a
mass rally at the Bogambara
Grounds, Kandy, which fol-
lowed a colourful pageant held
to mark Internatiopal Co-
operative Day.

Mr. Gopallawa went on to
say that there was hardly any
economic undertaking that
could not be successfully
worked through the coopera-
tive system. Being a move-
ment introduced not for per-
sonal gain but for the com-
mon good of the community

‘and the nation as a whole, the

economic potentialities of the
Movement were encrmous.
Hence its world-wide popula-
rity, he added.

The President of the Co-
operative Federation of Ceyl-
on, Mr. Edmund Wijesuriya,
said that the Movement was
truly a people’s organisation.
62 nations the world over
were c:lebrating International
Cooperative Day. He called
upon the people to look at
the record of service of the
Movement in the not-too-
distant past.

The Salvation Of The
Peasantry

The Cooperative Movemeni
is the salvation of the Cey-
lonese peasaniry, observed
Mr, H. B, Weeraratne, Addl.
G. A. Muetara, addressing a
meeting sponsored by the
Attudawe M P C8 to mark
Internaticnal Cooperative
Day.

Rg. 250~ —

JAFFNA MPCS UNION LIMITED
POST OF SECRETARY
Applications for the above post should be forwarded
under registered cover to the President, Jaffna MPCS Union,
74/3, Hospital Road, Jafina, before 31-7-69.
Age : Below 40 years on 31-7-69
Educational Qualifications : Graduate of a recognised
University with Accounts or Commerce.
Sound knowledge of Tamil essential.
Administrative experience an added qualification.
Security: Cash Rs. 2000/- and Property Rs. 3000/-.
Rs. 400/~

Salary : ——55f Rs. 15/-

with allowances now
paid by the Union.

" Service Should Be The Aim .

Disinterested cervice should
be the aim of every cooperat-
or, stated Mr. V. Canagasabai
ACCD, Jaffna East, speaking
at the semipar held by the
Thenmaradchy East MPCS
Union. He stressed that bro-
therly love should prevail
among the members. Honesty
and hard work were essential
for the success of coopera=
tives. Everyone should do
his duty withount fear or fay-
our. He emphasised that if
everyone acted in this way,
cooperatives would never fail.
Unforiunately there was a lot
of corruption in some socie-
ties: this should be eradi-
cated, He appealed to them
to propagate what they learnt
at seminars.

Pundit A, Sinnathamby who
presided, stressed that unity
is strength : so much could be
done through unity, He point-
ed out that honesty and mutu-
al trust were essential for co-
operatives. Members should
be alert and vigilant and fulfil
their obligations to the so-
ciety.

Mr. 8. Candiah, Hony.
Secretary NDUF, stated thag
amalgamation of small socie-
ties might lead to greater eco-
nomic efficiency but there was

the danger, he warned, of
their cooperative character
being lost. They would be-
come sleeping partners: it
would be the employees who
wouid run the societies. Co-
operation, he emphasised, is
a way of life; those who are
convinced of this would op-
pose integration tooth and
nail. He pointed out thas
lack of cooperative education
was one of the reasons why
some societies. were not being
run well. That’s why seminars
and ftraining classes were
necessary.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Pre-
sident NDCF emphasised that
members should realise that
the society is theirs : only then
could cooperatives progress;
seminars were one way of
making the members realise
this. Pointing out that the
North can no longer rest on
its cooperative laurels, he out-
lined the present activities of
the NDCF and its proposed
programme of expansion to
serve the Movement more
effectively. He explained the
need for cooperative District
Banks and said that branches
of the People’s Bank would
not meet cooperators’ needs,

P. Kugathasan

M. Ananthakrishnan
K. Pathinathan

K. Nadarajah
Instalments received

1. K. Vythilingam
. T.Kasirajah

N. Selvarajah
K. J. Chelladurai
K. Nallanathan
K. K. Aiyadurai
8. Nadarajah

.S. Somasegaram
C. Rasiah

10, S.S. Sabalingam
11. L, Soosaipillai
12. T, Sivalingam
13, R.C. Carpenter
14. 8, R. Nevins

Donations may be sent to the
‘Hony. I'reasurer’,

PEAZ LB

111/9, Beach Road,
Jatfna.

MATHIBALASINGHAM
MEMORIAL BUILDING FUND

TARGET-ONE LAKRH

Total Amount Subscribed as on 10-7-69
Total Amount received by Treasurer up to 10-7-69

Paid up balance B/F as on 25-5-69

Amount received from 25-5-69—10-7-69 :
Navatkuli Coop. Credit Society

Names of those who have completed their Payments :
Rs. 25-00

‘Mathibalasingham Memorial Building Fund’,

Rs, 16655-00

Rs. 6511-00
Rs. 6378-00

10-00
5-00
5-00
5-00
2-00

106-00 133-00

Total 6511-00

(2]
LE ]
EE]
29
1]
LE)
s
)
L1
33
(1]
L1

K. Paramothkayan,
{(Hony. Treasurer)
10-7-69.
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