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COMMENTARY

VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT IM THE
GANDHI CENTENARY YEAR

Mahatma Gandbi wrote :

I would say that if the village perishes, India will perish
too. India will be no more India. Her own missicn in the
world will get lost.... My idea of Village Swaraj is that it js
a complete republic.... The government of the village will
be conducted by the Panchayat of five persons, annually elecied
by the adult villagers, male and female, possessing minimum
prescribed qualifications.... the Panchayar will be the legis-
lature, judiciary and executive combined to operate for its
year of office.. .. The village will maintain a village theatre,
school and public hall.... Asfar as possibie every activity
will be conducted on the cooperative basis. There will bs no
castes such as we have today, with their graded untouchabi-
lity. . -

In this structure composed of innumerable villages, there
will be ever widening, never ascending circles.... The
outermost circumference will not wield power to crush the
inner circle but will give strength to all within and derive its
own strength from it.

This is Gandhi Centenary Year when it behoves
us in Lanka too to recapture the Gandhian vision
of Village Swaraj. And the month of September
is the season when our thoughts in this direction
must get form and shape, For, it was Subramania
Bharati, whose death anniversary falls on September
11, who first hailed Gandhiji (then in South Africa,
in 1908) as the noblest flower of the Indian ideal.
Bharati was also seer enough to anticipate the Sar-
vodaya Movement of Vinoba Bhave, whose birth
anniversary synchronises by a happy coincidence
with Bharati Day. That already over a lakh of

villages in India should have declared themselves.as.

Gramdan Villages is undoubtedly the biggest non-
violent social revolution history has recorded !

It is a happy angury that here in our land, the
Lanka Jatika Sarvodaya Shramadana Sangamaya,
whichset outon a 100 Villages Development Scheme
to mark the Mahatma’s 100th birthday, is already
thinking of advancing its target to cover 500 vil-
lages by 1970 and 1,000 villages by 1372. A modest
beginning has been made in the Batticaloa District
with a Development'Scheme for 5 villages, one in
each D.R.O’s division, and in the Jaffna District with
a plan to develop 12 villages. The renewal of
Lanka can come only with the renewal of her vil-
lages, and this renewal must everywhere begin with
but one village.

To set such change in motion, re-structure the
village cooperative, among other things. One co-
operative society for one village isan important
first step to take to make the village an organic and
cohesive community, That cooperative society must
include in its membership the heads of all the house-
‘holds in the area of the village ; its committee must
reflect all sections of the people without any cas-
‘teistic or other distinction; and it is when decisions
at meetings are arrived at by consensus and not by
majority vote that they express the will of the com-
munity, it is then the voice of the Five becomes the
Voice of God, as the ancient saying goes !

The gains from an integrated cooperative socie-
ty go much further than this contribution to social
harmony. The society becomeseconomically viable ;
its activities can extend in every direction. The mobi-
lisation of leadership and resources makes it possible
for the.society to promote the social and cultural as
well as the economic development of the area.

Gandbhiji once wrote that socialism begins with
the first convert (not by state blue-print). In the
same way, we may say that true cooperation can
begin only with individual cooperators who have
genuine cooperative convictions and are themselves
prepared to produce, buy, sell and save cooperatively.
May Lanka be blessed with men and women who share
the Gandhian vision of Village Swaraj and dedicate
themselves to the cooperative way of realizing it.
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HAVE AFFECTED YIELD

The unseasonal rains have adversely affected this year’s
red onion crop, it is feared.

Last year’s yield for the 2nd season (June— December) was 225,000 cwts

Judging by the harvest this year, informed sources feel that there might be
a shorifall of about 25 to 50,000 cwis. this year. It had been earlier estimated
that about 200,000 cwis. would be harvested and surrendered this vear under
GPS, after retention for seed.

The surrender of red onions
under GPS commenced in
June this year and was build-
ing up slowly. Oan July 25th
the CWE sent an indent for
30 wagons per day for the
entire month of August. But
on August 18th the CWE in-
formed the Northern Division
Agricultural Producers’ Union
to cancel despatches for August
21st and £2nd and to restrict
despatches to 20 wagons from
August 23rd. The Union had
already made arrangements
with affiliated societies for
despatches from the 23rd,
when it received a telegram
from the CWE on the 22nd to
cancel despatches altogether.

The Union sent a protest,
followed up by a memorand-
um and a delegation from the
Union met the Minister of
Food and Agriculture. After

discussions it was decided in_

principle that the price struc-
ture needs revision in the con-
text of increased costs of pro-
duction as partly refieeted in

TRINCO
CELEBRATIONS

The Trincomalee District
Cooperative Union—in keep-
ing with its earlier decision 1o
celebrate lnternational Coop-
erative Day in a DRO’s divi-
sion every year—celebrated
Cooperative Day at Mutuor
this year. An essay competi-
tion (both in Tamil and Sinha-
lese) preceded the eelebra-
tions.

On July 5th the programme
commenced with a cycle race
from Thoppur to Mutur. This
was followed by a boat race.

The hoisting of the National
Flag by Mr. M. Aliyarthamby,
Chairman Mutur T.C. and the
Cooperative Flag by Muhan-
diram C. Muttucumaru mark-
ed the opening of the after-
noon programme, Sports com-
petitions among school chil-
dren, afancy dress competi-
tion, and a tug-o’-war between
the MPCS Unions in the dis=
trict highlighted the pro-
gramme,

Mr. A. Sandrasegarampillai,
Chief Education Officer, pre-
sided over the public meeting.
Muhandiram C. Muttucuma-
ru, Mr. E. M. Kanagasabai,
Mr. M, K, Sellarajah, Mr, M,
E. H. Mohamed Ali M.P. and
several others spoke.. Mr. K.
Jeyaretnam, Ad. Sec, proposed
the vote or thanks,

veral rchools in Mutur
ed variety entertain-

prov

ment,

lower yields. The CWE was
also instructed to recommence
purchases—20 wagons a day.
Already ¥0,000 cwis. of red
onions have been despatched
by the Union.

At the conference, the ques-
tion of potatoes was also dis-
cussed, The Minister pointed

out that within 3 years the

acreage had rapidly risen from

LIVESTOCK

The Insurance Corporation
of Ceylon is offering a com-
prehensive livestock insurance
scheme to cover dairy cattle
owned by cooperative bodies.

This scheme is designed to
provide

insurance _ cover

100 acres to about 9.000 actes.
Hence stabilisation was neces-
sary before any further exten-
sion of the acreage. Moreover
the prohibitive cost of seced
potatoes was handicapping any
further increase in acreage.
Consequently, Jaffna would
have to be content with an
acreage equivalent to last
year’s—1,300 acres.

INSURANCE

against death by accident or
disease.

Cooperative socisties can
get details of this scheme from
the Manager, Miscellaneous

Accident Dept., Insurance
Corporation of Ceylon, Gaf-
foor Building Colombo 1.

EXAM RESULTS

The following candidates from the Jaffna Cooperative
Training School have passed the Cooperative Employees Certi-
ficate Examination (Ordinary Level),__,_he}d'm, Ma_y, 1969 :—

First Division -
1. S. Chandragopalu
Second Division

1. C. Kasipillai
3. V. Sivamani
5. S. Kanapathipillai

Pass '

1. 8. Srikanthan

3., 8. Ratpam

5. P.Poopathy

7. A. Chandrabose

9. A. Thiagalingam
K, Jeyarajasingham
N. Nagaratnam

15. P.Thayalamalar
17. K. Navaratnam

19. P. Thangarajah

Referred Candidates

. T. Kanapathipillai
S. Selvaratnam
S. Vinayagamoorthy

2. M. Jegenathan
4,

P. Thevarajah

6. P. Thirunavukkarasu
8

. A, Singarajah

10. A. Valliammai

12. K. Pathmasamy
14. N. Gopalakrishnan
16. N. Easwary

18.
20. S, Muthukrishnan

Y. Ramanathan

1. S. Vaganthamalar (Secretarial Practice)

2. V., Thirugnanam (Cooperation)

3. M. Pushpavathy (Management,Secretarial Practice)
4. 8. Sivalingam Cooperation, Management)
5. V. Kanagammah (Management)

6. V. Sadachcharam (Cooperation, Management)
7. P. Vadivelu " (Cooperation)
8. N. Muthukrishnan (Cooperation)
9, E. M. Nalliah (Secretarial Practice)

10. 8. Markandiyar (Management)

11. T.Pathmanathan (Management)

12. M., Yogarajah (Management)

13, R. Maheswary (Cooperation)

14. S.Kumarasamy (Cooperation)

15. V, Sivagnanasundaram (Cooperation)

16. S. Yogeswaran

17. V. llanko :
18. §S. Sivasubramaniam
19. V. Ratnam

20, S. Visvalingam

Completed

1. 8. Theivathanayaki
2. 5. Seimananthan

(Cooperation) ¥,
(Cooperation, Secretarijal Fractice)
(Cooperation, Secreiarial Practice)
(Cooperation, Management)
(Management)
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LONDON NEWSLETTER

(Our London Correspondent)

Scottish [Nationa lism

The upsurge of nationalism
in the Celtic countries has
common features and causes
in all of them., They are, in
fact, closely linked and their
most active meémbers are in
many cases closely assoeiated.
Organisations such as the Cel-
tic League manifest a sense of
common purpose. Hugh Mac-
diarmid (Dr. C. M. Grieve},
the Scottish poet; would say
that this sense of .common
purpose is noi confiped to the
Celtic counmtries, but is a
world-wide phenomenal repu-
diation of all forms of imperi-
alism, colonialism, and cul-
tural,linguistic and every other
sort of over-control.

The Scottish believe that
great wrongs will be righted
by an upsurge of Celtic spirit.
They insist on the need for
Scoitish independence and
wani far more concrete and
practical proposals for solving
Scotland’s main problems,
housing, unemployment, bet-
ter utilisation of the vast area
of depopulated and largely
derelict land and emigration.

Allthe pioneers of the La-
bour, Trade Union and Coop-
erative Movements in Scot-
land were Scottish National-
ists. 1t was only a few years
ago.that the Labour Pariy ex-
cised from its programme the
Scottish home rule issue
which had figured prominent-
ly in it from the outset, This
abandonment of the national-
ist issue ceincided significantly
with the progressive abandon-
ment of Secialism by the La-
bour Party.

In a new book “Celtic Na-

tionalism®, by Mr. Gwynfer

Evans, the Welsh Nationalist
M.P., Mr. Dudley Owen Ed-
wards, the Irish historian and
Po:t Grieve have given indis-
putable facts and figures show-
ing that Labour in Scotland
is beginning to pay dearly for
its betrayal of the nationalist
cause, k-

Britain bas a disregard for
intra-pational issues, because
of a false sense of national
unity and inteérnationalism.
The great Bcottish prolelarian
leader John Maclean, an out-
and-out Scottish Nationalist
believes that Ireland, Scotland
and Wales should make com-
mon cause against Anglo-Sax-
on domination.

Like most European Na-
tionalist movements, the na-
tionalist developments in Ire-
land, Wales and Scotland were
triggered off by poets and ar-
tists. The course of haman
history gives a significant pri-
ority to such movements. Na-
tionalism is an inexorable
direction of man’s evolution.

Poet Grieve would say that

“My own Scortish national-
ism, is securely based on a
thorough study of Scottish
affairs and potentialities. ...
it has been strengthened all
along by a realisation of the
need to break England's
-stronghold on the other na-
tions in the British Isles.....
This is only to redeem these
nations ffrom misgovernment
and a systematic denial of
therr separate interest, tradi-
.tions and aspirations.... The
break-away of Scotland and
Wales, and the final victory
and unification of Ireland, will
put an end for ever to all that
infeinal nonsense’.

The supposed ironing-out
of the national differences, the
elimination of the indigenous
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languages of the Celtic coun=
tries in favour of English, the
centralisation of all power of
decision making in London,
represent a tremendous sacri-
fice of the richness and variety
of life.

The worst form of imperi-
alism of England had been
the evil it has perpetrated on
Wales, Scotland and Ireland
by imposing the English lan-
guage over them, which has
resulted in the coltural deni-
gration of all these one time
cuiturally virile nations. Indi-
genous languages and litera-
tures are realities just as much
as economic facts and figures.
English literature would be
vastly diminished if the con-
tribution of the Celtic is
taken away.

Bernard Shaw, William But-
ler Yeats and Dylan Thomas
are not English, they gave
prestige to it and one wonders
whether they are honoured
sufficiently in this country.
They are more honoured by
the non-English on a world
scale. These venerated writ-
ers made honest, serious and
gensitive communication.

Forty years ago when the
Scottish movement began, it
was suggested that the move-
ment was trying to put back
the clock. Today the move-
ment is recognised. Brother-
hood of man is notundifferen-
tiated ; it should be differen-
tiated.

It is intolerable that in this
emerging multi- national world
unity, the oldest nations of the
world should have no inde-
pendence, despite the distinc-
tive character of their national
genili_s. - =

In addition to the practical
benefits of self-government in
Scotland and Wales, another
yitally important result would
be that a nail would be driven
into the coffin of man’s ex-
ploitation of man and the
consequent deprecation and
distortion of the human spirit
in all its manifold differences
and illimitable potentialities.

Britain is fast moving to-
wards this way of thinking;
Wales and Scotland would at
least become more independ-
ent for the moment; Ireland
would some day get united.

‘PAY BACK LOANS
IN TIME’

The cultivators of Thunuk-
kai were urged by Mr, M,
Thambimuthu, DRO to pay
back their loans in time so
that they could become eligi-
ble to get fresh agricultural
loans. He :aid extensions
would be given to those who
were hit by crop failure.

Mr. T. Kandaswamy ACCD
Jaffna South who also ad-
dressed the Conference, said
that since the Government
was helping the farmer inso
mapy ways, it was his duty to
pay back his loan as socon as
he harvested his crop.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi-
dent NDCF, said that the Co-
operative Movement was es-

sential for an area like Thu=.

nukkai. He emphasised the
necessity to repay the loans in
time as otherwise the Bank
would have to pay a default
rate. He advised .them to
build up their savings so that
they could stand on their own
feet, without having to stretch
out the begging bowl every
time.

Vested Interests in Cooperatives

In the name of getting rid
of vested interests| in coopera-
tive societies, the Maharashtra
Cooperative Societies Act has
been amended (1) prohibiting
a member from becoming the
president of a cooperative so-
ciety for more than six vears,
and (2) prohibiting him from
being the president of more
than one cooperative society
at the same level (viz. state,
district or taluka level) or
more than two socicties at
different levels. This new le-
gislation has caused a stir in
cooperative circles in Maha-
rashtra, led to some resigna-
tions, and given rise to minis-
ters of the State and Central
Government seeking to ap-
pease cooperators. There is
even a threat to test the vali-
dity of the new legislation in
the High Court with a writ
petition. When this is so, the
Committee on Cooperative
Administration in Mysore and
Madras has recommended
similar legisiation in their res-
pective states. The matter,
therefore, deserves careful
scrufiny.

When Sir Malcolm Darling
of the Indian Civil Service, a
great authority on Coopera-
tion, whom our Planning Com-
mission consulted about its
Cooperative Planin 1957, went
to Germany some yeais before,
he happened to visit arural
credit:society regarding which
he has written as follows: He
was received by the president
of the society, a venerable oid
man with a flowing grey beard
who had held that office for

danger to the powers - that be.
In particular, it was alleged
that the office-bearers of the
sticcessful cooperative sugar
factories there, which have
made a mark not onlyin sugar
production but also in the so-
cial and economic uplift of the
villagers in the mneighbour-
hood, were a factor to be
reckoned with at the next elec-
tions to the State Legislatures
and Parliament. The best way
out was to get rid of them be-
times. Whatever may be the
truth io the allegation, there is
no doubt that the motive be-
hind this legislation is politic-
al jealousy. Those in power
are unwilling to tolerate rivals
who rise on the ladder of co-
operation. They forget that
if 1t was wise to leave Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru as Prime
Mipister of India for many
years, there is nothing intrin-
sically wrong in letting A or B
be the president of 2 coopera-
tive scciety for as long as its
members exercising ‘‘one man
one vote™ wanted him to head
the institution.

There are voices which urge
that the same man cannot
moncpolize office, they plead
that others should be given a
chance. In other words, let
us have a change for chapge’s
sake. But the alternaiive can-
didate may have ambition, and
yet lack integrity and experi-
ence. Abcve all, he may not
have the same spirit of dedica-
tion as the one sought to be
displaced. Does legislation
guarantee & selfless successor
or an able business-man ? Why

¥. ©,
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15 years, and before him his
father had been the president
of the Society for 2Z5 years.
The comment Sir Malcolm
made was that it was difficuls
to secure the selfiess service of
a man of integrity and busi-
ness ability to head a coopera-
tive society, and, when one
was obtained, nosociety should
part with him unless he be-
trayed the trust placed on him
by the members of the society.
I had been to Germany last
year as the guest of the Raif-
feisen Cooperative Congress
and [ heard the same view ex-
pressed by cooperators of the
present day. There is no rule
there that a cooperater should
not hold office for wmore than
a specified pericd or in more
than a specified number of co-
operatives. The general body
of the society changes the pre-
sident only when he is no
longer useful to the society.
In India, whose cooperatives
were fashioned on the Raiffei-
sen model, the same principle
is being followed. Otherwise,
Thiru Ramdas Pantulu and
Thiru Ramalingam Chettiar
could not have presided over
the Madras State Cooperative
Bank for successive years, nor
could Thiru R. G. Saraya have
been the President of the Bom-
bay State Cooperative Bank
for over 20 vears. Moreover,
they held office in different co-
operatives  at different levels
and the cooperative movement
flourished in their time. What
is the need now to abandon
this traditional practice of co-
operatives ?

Potential Danger

1 haye heard it said in Maha-
rashtra that presidents of co-
operatives are a potential

not leave thechoice of a suita~
ble individual at the appro-
priate time to the good sense
of the members of the society
itself ? The accusation that
they are timid and do not as-
sert themselves cannot hold
water, for, if it were true, it
amounts to a disbelief in de-
mocracy. Ihevarious agitas
tions and demonstrations we
witness around us almost every
day reveal that people have
now-a-days become agsertive.

The root of the matter is
that a cooperative societyis
an autonomous body and ils
general body of members is the
sovereign authority in admin-
istering its affairs. The legis-
lation in question strikes at this
autonomous character of the
society which is not a creature
of the statute like a district
board or a taluk board. Itis
a voluntary association of ten
or more individuals established
by their own choice. Article
19 (1) (c) of the Constitution
of India guarantees freedom of
association, and this freedom
of association carries with it
the right of the association to
regulate its own affairs. Any
interference with this right is
violative of the constitution of
India.

Subtle Interference

The famous jurist, Robson,
in his book on Justice and
Administrative Law refers to
the association and coopera-
tion of human beings in vol-
untary groups as one of the
most important facts of sacial
development. Taken in the
aggregate, the voluntary asso-
ciations with membershiprolls
sometimes very large in num-
ber present a formidable array
of power and their agtivities

extend to almost every field of
buman society including eco-
nomic, social, rcligious, edu-
cational, political and one
koows not what else. In the
case reported in 1960 (361 U.
8. 516, page 523) the American
Supreme Court observed that
these associations should be
protected net only againss
heivybanded frontal attack
but also from being stifled by
more subtle governmenial in-
terference,

Our own Supreme Court
had occasion to deal with ihe
freedom of association guaran-
teed under our Conssitution
and the extent to which it
could be resiricted under Arti-
cle 19 (4) ef , our Constitution
(vide 1963 5. c.812), The court
observed that the restriction
should be in the interests of
public order and must amount
to a reasonable restriction.
Public order is virtually syno-
nymous with public peace,
safety and tranquillity, and
therefore, they stated, that
when Article 19 (4) of the
qons_titution refersto a restric-
tion imposed in the interests
of public order that clause
cannot be interpreted to mean
that even if the connection
between the restriction and the
public order is remote and in-
direct, the restriction can be
said to be in the interests of
public order. The court con-
cluded by stating that restric.
tion can be said to be ip the
interests of public order only
if the connection between the
restriction and the public or-
der is proximate and direct.
Indirect or far-fetched or un-
real connection between the
restriction and public order
would not fall within the pux-
view of the expression ““in the
interests of public order*’.

The amended Maharashtra
Cooperative Societies Act has
not yet come into force. It is
said that the Rules are being
framed under that Act and a
date will be fixed thereafier
from when that law will come
into effect. Madras and My-
sore have yet to introduce the
legislation which is apprehend-
ed. There igstill time for the
Government of these states to
revise their views. Let them
not invite an adverse decision
of the High Court under Ari-
cle 13 of the Constitution, Let
them leave cooperatives io
function as autonomous bo-
dies:

—The Madras Journal of
Cooperation

INCREASE THE
TURNOVER

The Maravakurichchi MP
CS has been urged to increase
its turnover and its profits,

This advice has been given
by the departmental auditor
Mr, T. Segarajasingham in the
Statement of Accounts for the
period 1-2-68—31-1-69.

He has pointed out that
this is the only society serving
the peorle of the area: there-
fore it should strive to meet
their needs.

The Society has made a pro-
fit of Rs. 1,135/30 during the
period under review. The

turnover in the consumer sec=-

tion was Rs, 22,356/35 and the
textile section Rs. 4,657,90.
The sale of fertiliser amounted

to Rs.4,040/-. The Society had:

lent out Rs. 72,176/- as culti-

vation loans during 68—69..

It has a membership of 244,

L
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* Jaffna Peninsula’s Hydrological Survey: What Results?

Since submitting. my last
mermo nearly an year ago, the
former G.A./J.D. just before
his departure to Colombo on
transfer had arranged for a
private meeting between me
and the technical team of the
J.P.H.S.C. for an exchange of
views on the controversial
topic of our subterrapean
water resources and the sali-
nity intrusion preblems. In
view of the short time at our
disposal and the wide field the
subject matter covers, only a
couple of issues where already
exist some differences of opi-
nion amongst us were in fact
discussed. As would usually
turn out to be the case in any
problem of this hypogene
nature, even though no unani-
mity of views could be reach-
ed, yei the discussion turned
out to be not only very inter-
esting but at the same time
very enlightening too. In
the course of these talks
when confronted with the
burning question as to whether
our Peninsula would turn into
a desert tract in another de-
cade or two —as was the alar-
ming prediciion forecass by an
Isracli expert at the Jaffna
town hall early in 1965, and
in consequence of which she
present hydrological survey
itself got started—she leader
of the team had to reluctantly
admit that it was not likely to
be so. He said that the ex-
pert was not only far too
pessimistic but was a bit too
short of the mark also in
his calculations. My readers
would now a2dmit that im-
mediately after this scare was

Parliament by his opposition
stalwarts questioning his cred-
entizls to be a head of the
state in view of his very poor
academic achievements etc,
had come cut with his witty
retort saying that his political
acumen was superior to that
of his opponents, all because
of his graduaticn from the
university of experience than
from the Halls of learning of

“some leading Universities like

London or Osxford. At this
juncture it is necessary to
direct the attention of my
readers to what a leading con-
tributor had to say in the
‘Daily News’ of 10-3-67 about
some cverseas experts whose
services are requisitioned by
newly developing countries like
Ceylon, Amongst other things,
after quoting what Sir. John
Kotelawela had once remark-
ed as "*Experts come here to
find out but go away before
they are found out’’, he went
on to say that never before
did a truer word of spontane-
ous wisdom come from the
man (meaning Sir John) who
often spoke first and thought
later! The centributor then
went on runping down a good
many of the experts who bad
gince been in Ceylon with the
remark that the mornumental
research works and findings
of theirs were only a blatant
word to word crib of - the ear-
lier recordings of some Cey-
lonese themseives., Even
though these observations of
the said contributor were pri-
marily conpected with the
Healih Services in Ceylon,
some keen followers” like me

25N By C, P. Vairamuttua, B.Sc.

raised, I was perhaps the firss
person who had the courage

as well as conviction to have

my first memorandum pub-
lished in the papers totally
disagrecing with the Israeli
expert’s version of the forecast.
In fact this first memo of
mine appearing in the ‘Daily
Mirror’ of 23-4-65 under
broad headlines **Will |affna
turn intoe a Desert” would
bear testimony to this. Now
again, following the unprece-
dentedly severe drought years
of 1963-64, as it was the Per-
manent Secretary, Ministry of
Land, Irrigation and Power
who had wvrgently summoned
these Israeli experts for an on-
the-spot investigation and re-
port of our Peninsula’s sup-
posedly fast dwindling fresh
water resources, J lost no time
in going to the bungalow of
this personage to hand over
to him also in persona copy
of this first memo of mine.
From the few minutes of con-
versation that ensued between
us in this connection, 1 was
almost langhed at to the extent
of being asked as to how a lay
geologist and only a peda-
gogue like me could profess
to know anything better than
foreign experts! Of course
when confronted with such an
embarrassing question I was
left with no other alternative
but to make a hasty retreat
from his presence. I am real-
ly beginning to wonder what
the Permanent Secretary would
have to say to me now about
it. While retracing my steps
homeward from the Perman-
ent Secretary’s bungalow came
to mind the very interesting
episode where our first Prime
Minister the Jate Mr. D. S,
Senanayake when taunted in

were not slow toattribute these
commentsas equallyapplicable
to the findings of the Israeli
experts too. In fact on my
own part I very well knew
that those unwarranted pro-
nouncements of the Israeli
expert Dr. Arnon Arad, con-
cerning the destipy our Pen-
insula was speedily heading
to, was only a slightly exag-
gerated reproduction of the
opimions already expressed
earlier by some of our own
Irrigation and other Engineers,
In fact nearly an year before
these Israeli experts were sum-
moned to Jaffna an inter-
esting paper on “The Hydro-
logival Cycle in the J;Peninsu-
12 was read before C.A.A.S.
by the then D.D.i., who is
presently the Chief Engineer
W.R.B., as well as the leader
of the technical team of the
J.P.H.8.C. In his paper read
before this august body of
science men, basing his ill-
conceived conclusions on the
characteristic behaviour of the
famous Puttur tidal well on
its being intensively exhausted
of its waters, is the grave war-
ning he has given to all con-
cerned of the high inroads
made into the Peninsula’s
fresh water storage by modern
fast-lifting pumping machines
and the once-a-year recharge
during the three rainy months
gradually becoming insufficis
ent to meet the increasing
draw off demands etc. Now
then to be fair by these Israeli
hydrogeologists, I frankly ad-
mit that they are undoubtedly
acclaimed experts in their own
country, for the whole world
now knows the almost mira-
culous feats achieved by them
already, in converting most of
the barren desert tracts of Is-

rael into the verdant farm-
lands of today. But ono the
other hand perhaps only a few
realise that more often than
not,anexpertinhisowncountry
turns out to be nothing short
of only a novice in anather
country. Time and space do
not permit me at this stage to
quote appropriate examples
in support of this contention
of mine, Nevertheless to
quote jusy one glaring exam-
ple: the recent news item
appearing in the ‘Daily News’
of 20-6-69 concerping more
than nine lakhs of rupees
having to be written off as un-
recoverable in the Fisheries
Mechapisation Scheme of the
Negombo-Kalpitya division,
It is said that the scheme fail-
ed from almost the start itself,

because the foreign ex-
perts who expected that
mechanisation of fishing

boats would transform our
fishermen from penury to
prosperity, had not studied or
understood the socio-econo-
mic conditions of our local
fishermen.

Now then, immediately fol-
lowing the alarming forecast
and at the imitiative of the
same Israeli experts got start-
ed the present hydrological
survey of the J/Peninsula, The
prime object of the Survey In-
vestigation was fo ascertain the
quantity and quality of our sub.
terrancan aquifer strata. With
this end in view the technical
team of the J.P.H.5.C. began
from early in 1965 the sysie-
matic collection of zall the
necessary hydrological data of
the ground waters containcd
in the 400 odd observation

wells spread throughout the -

length and breadth of the
Peninsula. It was expected
that a proper scientific study
of these data and statistics
would certainly go a long way
to help solving some of the
perplexing problems and
mysteries underlying our aqui-
fer strata. Afier four years
of study and research by the
technical team, the long await-
ed report “Ground Water in
Jaffna™ was out in print and
read at the annusl sessions of
the C A A.S. held late in 1968.
A copylof this booklet reached
my hands by chance late in
April of this year. After go-
ing through it, I have now
deemed ft necessary to hold
an autopsy, so to say, into
some of the arbitrary findings
of the technical team and pre-
sent the same to my readers
for their deliberations.  To
begin with iz the preface to
the booklet to the effect that
it contains the preliminary
studies of the hydrological in-
vestigation survey now ih pro-
gress. If it takes four years
of study and research to sub-
mit only a preliminary report,
then the period needed to
complete the allotted assign-
ment of work can be better
imagiaed than described, Well
then, some keen followers of
this hydro-survey work like
me are now tempted to ask
the question “‘are the already
available data and statistics of
the last four years so very un-
helpful to the technical team
in arriving at any appropriate
inferences or deductions?”’
In fact if I were to answer the
question myself, to put it
metaphorically, it is best said
that ‘sent on the trail of a fox
hunt the team is only engaged
in a wild goose chase!” Now
why am I inclined to say this ?
Is it because of any prejudice

or grievance I may be suspect-
ed to be having against any
member or members of the
team? Oh no far from it, is
my avowed assertion. In fact
I have the highest regard and
admiration for the leader of
the team, because during his
tenure of office as LAD.I,, téo
numerous to mention are the
many technical and other pro-
gressive works in the field of
Irrigation initizted and got
completed by him. Special
mention must be made of the
bighly technical advice and
assistance tendered by him to
the Govt. on the most ambi-
tions as well as the most
gigantic Mahaweli diversion
project now under way. He
can also rightly be acclaimed
as the originator of the Ele-
phi:nt Pass—Thondamanaru
fagoon conversion projects
that have since been success-
fully completed, and which in
the years to follow are expect-
ed to convert these mowanted
salt water lagoons into the
most wanted fresh water lakes
of our Peninsula. But never-
theless, when he was pui in
charge of our subterranean
hydre-survey, I had my own
misgivings about it for moie
reasons than one. In the first
place it must be remembered
that water resources fall under
two different categories viz
surface waters and ground
waters. In all progressive
countrics, whilst the surface
water resources board is gen-
erally composed of Irrigation
and Agricultural Engineers, the
ground water resources board
is composed almost entirely of
trained geologists and hydro-
geologists only. Now again
to make matiers still more
complicated, whereas every-
where else in Ceylon the lion’s
share or even the entire lot of
ground waters are said to lie
retained above the mean sea
level(m s.l.) terrain, the reverse
case only is found to be the
truth in the J/Peninsula. In
fact for every one foot of fresh
waters lying above the m.s.l,
terrain in Jaffpa, nearly forty
feet of fresh waters have been
detected to lie immediately
underneath it. Hence in view
of the hypogene nature of the

survey works involved, where
even trained hydrogeologists
shrink from treading so to say
and rightly or wrongly there=

fore when I felt that to put the
irrigation men in sole charge
of this work was nothing short
of only square pegs being fitted
into round holes, I had occas-
gion to write to the Permanent
Secretary concerned more than
once, the advisability to trans-
fer these wogks to a more com-
petent body like the Dept. of
Geological Survey. Perhaps
in view of this suggestion was
added to the technical team at
a later stage the services of a
Senier Geologist as S.D.0./
G.W.I. But however, on going
through the contents of the
booklet “Ground Water in
Jaffna”, it becomes very ap=
parent to any keen observer
like me that some of the verv
valuable data and statistics so
far available instead of being
properly coordinated and cor-
related to arrive at some ap-
propriate scientific deductions,
seem on the other handto have
been by-passed or even twisted
to give different meanings as
well ag deductions. Is it all
because the leader has already
some concrele views concern-
ing the problems under inves-
tigation ? Definitely, in any

‘controversial as well as under=

ground problems of this nature
one is surely entitled to infer,
but certainly not to infer with
a pre-conceived opinion als
ready ingrained in the mind
and then build hypotheses
until what is already in the
mund’sconception was reached,
This is what appears in my
own estimation to be the nett
results of the last four years®
labours by all concerned. Of=
course it may be that I my-
self am wrong in the inferences
or decisions [ myself hold in
this controversial subject mat=
ter, In the event of my being
proved or even satisfactorily
shown as to where I am wrong,
then I will not certainly hesi=
tate to admit my error or
errors publicly through the
press as well agin person to
whomsoever it may be. Well
then, I will now give below
some references from the said
booklet, where in my humble
opinion some of the views
expressed as well as tentative
decisions arrived at by the tech=
nical team, seem to be not only
inconsistent but 2lso quite in-
compatible with some of the
data as well as statistics on
record.
(To be Continued)

SALES Q

T’phone :—257, Batticaloa"
T'gram :—*Service”

Eastern Province Agricultural
Copperative Union Ltd,

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitiva

MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SERVICE
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

C SPARES

T*phone :—10, Nintavur

Phone 3 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
- KILINOCHCHI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials, :
Agents for1 Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation,

T’gram : *Yarionion”,




4

THE COOPERATOR

SEPTEMBER: 1, 1969

Exper;'ence of Other Countries Shows

Only Through Cooperatives

Can Economy

The experience of other
countries shows that only
through cooperatives can the
economy be developed.

So stated Mr, V. N. Nava-
ratnam, M. P. addressing the
seminar of the Thenmaradchy
MPCS Union.

Stressing the need for coop-
erative Jeaders to be fully
conversant with the principles
and practice of Cooperation,
he said seminars of this nature
could provide such training

Mr, Navaratnam urged that
cooperatives embark on Dnew
industrial veotures. If they
miss the bus now, he empha-
sised, they might never again
get an opportunity. He cited
the example of countries like
Denmark where most activi-
ties are carried out through
cooperatives.

He pointed out that new
development projects could
be financed by Cooperative
Banks. If every household in
the village could be persuaded
to deposit its savings in the
Cooperative Bank, then there
would be more than enough
money to finance these pro-
jects and cooperatives nced
not depend on outside help.

He appealed to members to
take a keener interest in the
affairs of their societies and
try to persuade non-members
to join.
that semipars and training
classes be held at village level.

Mr, R. C. 8. Cooke, Vice-
President NDCF, suggested
that cooperators contribute to
a Central Fund to enable
District Unions to carry out
their activities better without
depending on ouiside help.
Stressing that Cooperation
is a living organism, he ap-
pealed to all societies to give
their fullest support to the
NDCEF.

Mr. K. Nesiah who ex=
plained the relationship bet-
ween Sarvodaya and the Co-
operative Movement, urged
cooperators to participate
fully in village development.
If Ceylon was to be developed
the village had to be develop-
ed. .The Gandhi Centenary
Committee in the North bad
decided to concentrate on the
development of one village in
each DRO’s division. The

He also suggested

Be Developed

strengthening of village life
could lead to the increase of
jana saktir he appealed to
cooperators to participate en-
thusiastically in this revolu-
tionary movement which
would completely destroy a
system where twenty people
from Colombo ruled the
country. i

Commenting on the coop-
erative structure, Mr. Nesiah
said that there should be only
one society for a village com-
prising the heads of all the
households. There should be
no room for caste distinctions
in committees, He also sug-
gested that cooperatives pro-
yide adult education.

Though the North has the
reputation of being one of
the most cooperatively de-
veloped areas, it is a pity that
ignorance of cooperative prin-
ciples has led to corruption
and factional feuds in some
cooperatives. That is why
frequent seminars are valuable,
said Mr. S. K. Thiraviyanaya-
gam who presided. He ap-
pealed to members to realise
that societies were theirs and
work unitedly instead of
merely trying to find fault.
He pointed out that the Union
was now progressing well and
there were possibilities of
getting a power loom.

Mr. M. Ganapathipillai
Hony Treasurer NDCF, said
that the ideal was to hold
geminars for every society
instead of only at Union level.
He urged the Government to
render all possible assistance
to the cooperative secior.

SAVINGS WILL RAISE
LIVING STANDARDS

The Savings habit will help
to raise your living standards.
Therefore save.

This was the appeal made
by Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi-
dent NDCF, at a Training
Class for fishermen held at
Palaly. He assured them that
the NDCF would give them
all possible assistance.

Mr. M. Ganapathipillaj,
Hony. Treasurer NDCF, ad-
vised them to strengthen their
societies by ! enrolling more
members and building up
their savings deposits.

Dances and Dramas:

j ﬂay-t‘imc s s ”»
| Music Recitals:

Day*time a3 1] (1]
{ Other Purposes:

1 tional hour or part thereof.

All Performances:

Terrace & Roof Garden:

Security Deposit:
Night —

VEERASINGHAM HALL

RATES
(Inclusive of 1000 Chairs)

Night not exceeding 5 hours—Rs, 2wf'}without Joudspeak-
—Rs. 150)-

| Night not exceeding 5 hours — Rs. 150/-
— Rs. 100/-

Night—Rs. 50/ for first hour and Rs. 30/ for every addi-

Day-time—Rs, 30/- for first hour and Rs. 20/- for every
additional hour or part thereof.

Full night —
Full day —

Available for parties etc. Rates on application.

Day-time —
Payment in advance, Half rates for Coop institutions.

er and stage lights

¥

Rs, 250/=
Rs, 200/-

Rs. 100/«
Rs. 50/-

COOPERATORS’DUTY
TO SAFEGUARD
COOP BANKS

1t is the duty of every coop-
erator to safeguard the Co-
operative District Bank in
their area.

This was what Mr. R, Raja-
ratnam, President NDCF, told
the participants of the seminar
of the Vali East MPCS Unien.

Mr. K. V. Kanagasabapathy
who presided explained the
objects of the seminar and said
it was a forum for exchanging
ideas and experiences.

Mr. Rajaratnam went on o
appeal to cooperators to sweil
the finances of the Coop Banks
so that the Movement couid
be really independent. Urging
thata drive be launched to
achieve this end, he pointed
out that never in the history
of cooperatiye banking had a
member lost his money. He
appealed to youngsters not to
hanker after while collar jobs
but take to agriculture and
fishing. Unless the Coopera-
tive Movement is strengthened,
he emphasised, the future of
the coming generations is
bleak. He suggested that
seminars be held more frequ-
ently as they would help to
enrich cooperative knowledge.

Mr. V. Canagasabay ACCD
Development gave an assur-
ance that departmental offici-
als would go all out to help
societies to forge ahead. He
appealed to affiliated socicties
to give their fullest support
to the NDCF by paying up
all dues. Explaining how sav-
ings wer: essential for the in-
dependence of the Movement,
he- stated that cooperators
should deposit their savings in
Cooperative Banks.

Mr. N. Kumaresapasupa-
thy, Secretary, proposad ine
vote of thanks.

FORM FISHERY
CO0PS, FISHERMEN
URGED

Inaugurating a fisheries co-
operative seminar, Mr. A. Sit-
tampalam ACCD, Trincoma-
lee, urged fishermen to orga-
pise themselves into fishery
cooperatives. He outlined
the Government’s policy for
improving the fishermen’s lot
and pointed out that fishery
cooperatives would benefit
them.

Several delegates present at
the seminar complained that
the local Fisheries Corpora-
tion branch did not provide
them with enough fishing gear.

Mr. M. K. Sellarajah, mem-
ber of the Fisheries Advisory
Board, said the Government
was taking steps to develop
the fishing industry. He point-
ed out that the Government
has now decided to give boats
to fishing coops without any
security. Besides, a new sav-
ings scheme was being formul-
ated to help fishermen.

Mr.Lawrence Perera, ACCD
in charge of fishing coop-
eratives explained the benefits
of fishing cooperatives.

Resolutions calling upon the
Minister to open a Branch
Depot of the Fisheries Cor-
poration in the town and to
make available fishing gear at
Trincomalee and to recruit
employees for the Engineering
Division of the Fisheries Cor-
poration through the local
labour exchange were passed.

Wanted—
A Definite Policy

We must formuilaie a defi-
nite policy about Credit Socie~
ties ; otherwise it’ll be difficult
for them to function, observed
Dr. A, Nadarasa, President of
the Vali North Coop Credit
Union, speaking at i's annual
seminar. He pointed out that
Credit Socisties should be re-
organised to suit the needs of
farmers.

Recalling the history of the
Credit Movement in Ceylon,
and how Credit Societies came
to be neglected, Mr. R, Raja-
ratnam, President NDCE,
pointed out thai the time is
ripe now to revive Credit So-
cieties a3 the rate of interest is
the same for both MPCS and
Credit Sccieties, People were
upder a wrong impression
about unlimited liability: that’s
one of the reasons why more
people are not joining Credit
Societies. He stressed that
members of credit societies
shouald obtain loans oply from
the credit society : this was pos-
sible in practice. Funds under
the new agricultural credis
gcheme could be channejled
through credit societies, Poing-
ing out that it was credit so-
cicties which had earned for
Jaffna its cooperative reputa-
tion, he said that Jaffna could
no longer rest on its laurels.
The future of the community

SOCIETY TO PUT 0UP
BUILDING

The Karukativa MPCS will
soon pul up a building on its
own land.

This was decided on at the
12th Annual General Meeting
presided over by Mr. C. Siva-
punniam. The Statement of
Accounts shows that the
Society made a net profit of
Rs. 2,583/76 cts. last year.

The following were elected
office-bearers.  Iviessrs, V.
Selliah (President) and V.
Thirunavukarasu (Secretary).
Messrs. C. Namasivayam, C.
Sinnathurai and V. Thiruna-
vukarasu were chosen to fill
the the wvacancies in Com-
mittee.

depended on cooperation.

Mr. M. Ganapathipillai,
Hony. Treasurer NDCF, urged
that Credit Societies be streng-
thened as the benefits derived
from them were immeasurable,
He stressed the need for an
all-out effort to revive Credit
Socicties and draw voungsters
into the Movement.

The following were elected
office.bearers at the annual
general meeting that followed :
Messrs., A. Nadarasa (Presi-
dent), E.R. Murugesu (Vice-
President), A, T. Subramaniam
(Secretary) and A. Kandiah
(Treasurer). A committee of
six was also elected.

FIXED DEPOSITS

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,

23%; and 33% respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 47
and 43% respectively.

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest at the ratefof 319 is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-7-69. Arrangemenis can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Ingtitutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 4%, for the month in which there
is 2 minimum balance of Rs, 5,000/~ or over.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of
interest payable will be 43%.

SECURITY DEPOSITS

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 337..

PAWN BROKING

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches. The rate
of interest charged is 11% and Repayment by Instalments
is allowed.

Byanches :
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—~¥Pcint Pedro
(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :

58, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.

JAFFNA MP.C.S. UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised dissributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE COERPORATION
also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the
COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

Address:
74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.
Retall Shop at1
15/1, Power House Road, Jaflpa.

Printed by Nicholas James at S5t. Joseph's Catholic Press, Main
Street, Jaffna and published by the Northern Division Cowperative
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