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COMMENTARY

LET THE YOUTH PRESAGE THE
DAWN

Among the things that can explain the wide-
spread unrest among youth today is the emptiness
of the future that lies before them. It is no less the
irrelevance of what has constituted their previous
education, both the curricula of studies and the
administrative set-up of the school itself. At school
and subsequently, they could say:

1, a stranger, and afraid,
In a world I never made.

The only answer is a school education inte-
grally linked with the life and work of the commu-
nity and a school organisation where the pupils not
only play an active part in making their present
school world but can look forward to sharing in the
task of re-making the world. The task of making a
more just world is of course a continuing one, but
it has to commence when we are young.

But, precisely where can youth, which is the
symbol of change, begin its revolutionary role ? The
search for an answer should take us to the life of
Gandhiji himself. In his 66th year, the mature
Mahatma who had gradually withdrawn himself
from active Congress politics, settled in Sevagram, a
village right in the heart of India, without even an
approach road. Apart from its central location, Se-
vagram wasa typically backward Indian village, with
the harijans as a big partiof its population. Half-way
between the London Round Table Conference (1921)
and the ‘Quit India® Resolution (1942) the
great leader'seemed to have abandomed the Inde-
pendence struggle and got absorbed in village re-
construction !

To form some idea of what he was after we
must examine how he pursued the matter of Inde-
pendence. He refused to meekly accept such ins-
talments of reforms as the British power was pre-
pared to grant from time to time. Instead, he chose
the method of non-violent non-cooperation. Lord
Pethick-Lawrence suggests that among the reasons
for Gandhiji’s choice was the desire to raise the
stature and strength of his countrymen. The strug-
gle was to be simultaneously against the enemy
from within and the enemy from without. In his
own picturesque phrase, the Mahatma did not want
India to be ruled after independence, by “twenty
men sitting at the Centre”, perhaps in league with
foreign vested interests.

In our time, is not the Gramdan Village of
Vinoba's and Jayaprakash’s conception, the revolu-
tionary answer to the Gandhian Quest? 'And thanks
to the genius of our civilisation, is that not the best
means for us in Lanka to restore both the dignity of
the human person and the organic unity of society ?
May be the full gramdan ideal will not thrive in
our present climate. But, the physical and spiritual
rehabilitation of the village can be the only starting
point for the renewal of Lanka herself.

We recall today the rallies of youth addressed
here in January last by the great Sarvodaya
leader, Shri Jayaprakash Narayan to inaugur-
ate a Youth Peace Corps. It will be, he said, the
greatest homage to Mahatma Gandhi if we would
put our energies, spiritual, intellectual and physical
in the service of the country. Each unit shounld be
based on a school or other institution. They should
not enter the service in a spirit of ‘do-goodism’, but
share with the less privileged as their equal brothers.
Let the Gandhi Centenary presage the dawn of a
new era in the youth and student movements.

When educational institutions enter in this way
into village service, we dare say it adds a2 new dimen-
sion to the meaning of education. Learning linked
to life gets relevance and purpose, The young parti-
cipants are developing into responsible citizens.

J. R. Sinnatamby

HONOURS FOR HONEST COOP EMPLOYEES

Cooperative employees who have rendered long and honest service

should be publicly honoured.

A suitable scheme of rewarding such meritorious

service should be formulated soon: this will be one way of strengthening the
Movement. As a preliminary step, the Cooperative Department should collect
statistics about cooperative employees. '

These observations were made by Mr. R. C. S. Cooke,
Vice-President NDCF, at the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the

Chunnakam Cooperative Stores Society, following the award of

a gold medal to its Manager, Mr. M, Késavan, who has served

the society for 20 years.

Mr. Cooke stressed that a good man-

ager meant a good society ! the reverse was also true,

Mr. K. Ambalavanar who
presided, stressed that dedi-
cated service was the keyto
the progress of the Movement.

Mr. E. Kanagaratnam point-
ed out that this society which
had declined to become an
MPCS, had forged ahead of
its competitors. This rare suc-
cess was due to the efforts of
the committees and the emplo-
yees.

Mr. M. Sinnathamby said
the Movement had flourished
in the area for a long time.
The success or otherwise of
societies depended even more
on the employees than the
members.

Socialistic Pattern
Mr. P. Patrick, DRO, Vali

North, observed that the suc- -

cess of societies depended on
the dedicated service of em-
ployees. He stressed that it
was only through cooperatives
that a socialistic pattern of so-
ciety could be built up. He
urged societies o strive to meet
all the needs of the people.

Dr. A. Nadarajah paying
a tribute to the society said
it was serving its members ex-
cellently. 1t was an inspira-
tion to other societies which
should fry to emulate its ex-
ample,

Stressing that it’s the man-
ager who has the right and
the duty to carry on the days
to-day affairs of a society, Mr.
P, Coomaraswamy ACCD
(Audit) said that in some so-
cieties committees unfortuna-
tely dont allow managers and
employees to do their work
without interference, The se-
cref of success of this society,
he said, is that there has been
no such undue interference.

Mr. Rasiah, Range Inspect-
or, urged employees to treat
societies as their own organi-
sations and serve them faith-
fully. He appealed to the
Society to build up its savings.

Mr. M. Kesavan thanked
the speakers for the tributes
paid to him.

BrahmaSri
Iyver proposed
thanks,

C. Karthigesu
the vote of
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Cooperators Should Be Allowed To

Use Their Initiative

Chanks The Theme

I have seen with my own
eyes the conditions under
which chank fishermen live. I
have summoned this confer-
ence with the intention of
ensuring that these fishermen
get a better deal and also to
arrange for the export of these
chanks to Pakisian at reason-
able prices.

So said the Pakistan High
Commissioner presiding over
a conference at the Pakistan
High Commission’s Office in
Colombo. The export of
chanks was the theme of the
discussions. Representatives
from East Pakistan, Ceylonese
chank exporters and represen-
tatives of the Northern Pros
vince Fishermen’s Cooperative
Societies Union participated
in the discussions.

The Pakistan High Commis-
sioner went on 1o point ou
that in the past Pakistan had
not been able to import qualis
ty chanks from Ceylon, as the
trade was in the hands of mid-
dlemen, Now they had decid-
ed to buy quality chanks at
reasonable prices direct from
chank fishermen’s coopera-
tives. It was to formulate a
suitable scheme that this con-
ference had been summoned.

The Only Way

The NPFCSU representative
Mr. S. Stanislaus pointed out
that the only way of develop-
ing the chank trade was by ex-
porting quality chanks. The
Union had sufficient experi-
ence in this line and could be
relied on to export quality
chanks. He added that the
Union was now engaged in
collecting high quality chanks
for ‘export. He assured the
Pakistan High Commission

What is needed is to allow
cooperators to uge their initia=
tive and not use the move-
ment for political expediency.

So said Mr. David Rushton
of the British Cooperative
College, Loughborough,
speaking at the Jaffna Coop-
erative Training School.

Mr. Rushton who said he
brought the greetings of the
British Cooperative Move-
ment and particularly the
British Cooperative College,
pointed out that cooperators
should be more efficient than
government  officers, they
should be able to wrest the
initiative as it were: this they
could do if they were able to
stand on their own.

Introducing the speaker to
the trainees, the Principal Mr.
K. Paramothayan, said that
Mzr. Rushton who was in the
British Coop Union had later
gone to Nigeria ags Provincial
Asst. Registrar of Coop So-
cieties and was later in charge
of the apex Coop Union in
Nigeria. - Now he was in

that the Union would give it
all assistance in the grading of
chanks and suggested that it
get in touch with the Minister
of Food and Agriculture, the
CCD and the Director of Fish-
eries in this connection.

The Pakistan High Commis-
sioner accepted this suggestion
and said he would invite these
officials to discuss the matter
at another conference.

It is understood that as a
result of this conference, the
export of chanks will be en-
trusted to cooperatives,

charge of overseas students in
the British Cooperative Col-
lege, Loughborough.

The Principal said that Mr.
Rushton who was on a study
tour of developing countries,
had come at an opportune
time to visit Ceylon when the
Report of the Royal Commis-
sion on the Coop Movemens
is eagerly awaited by coopera-
tors and the general public.

After briefly describing the
economy of Ceylon, Mr, Para-
mothayan said that suecessive
governments look wupon the
cooperatives as mere develop-
ment agencies for them to
push through their policies
and development programmes.
Since governments give aid to
coops, there is a tendency to
conjrol the movement, Further
people generally have become
resigned and apathetic, “‘mis-
trustful of their own abilities
disinclined to exert them-
selves and apt to assume that
the initiation of all action is
the business of the govern«
ment.”

He concluded by saying
that as an educationist and
one interested in developing
countries he was sure Mr.
Rushton would take the
trouble to study some of our
peculiar problems so thas he
may be of some help to us,
particularly by way of obtain-
ing research fellowships for
some students from Ceylon
who may study their couniry’s
problems in an international
light and be of direct assiste
ance to the planning of the
strategy of development of
Ceylon,
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If we argto believe Vance
Packard, America is a naked
society in more senses than
one, with everyone on full
view, as it were, all the time,
with little or no privacy left.
America prides herself on
being a free society, an open
society, The implied-contrast

is with Russia which the U.S.

propaganda machine would
like us to believe is an incar-
nation of Orwell’s 1984, with
Big Brother waiching every-
one all the time. But it ap-
pears that America can give
i-ussia more than a few tips
on Big Brotherliness, if we are
{0 go by Vance Packard’s The
Nalked Society. Of course—
apart from the moon landing
— America’s superior to Rus-
* ¢ia in at least one respeci; I
just can’t imagine a book like
this being publiched. in Russia
—the atmosphere hasn’t thaw-
ed sufficiently for that.

In The Naked Society, Vance
Packard sets out to explore the
mounting assault on privacy
by Big Government, Big Busi-
ness and Big Education in
America. He aims af *‘rous-

_ing the awareness of readers
to developments of our time
that merit gerious concern. . ..
to the mounting invasion of
the right of privacy 4nd the
myriad ways in which the

-right is being. gradually whit-
iled away”.

Packard will have no truck
with those who think that pri-
vacy is a luxury which we can
do without., He quotes Emer-
son who declares **The privaie
life of each person should be
a more illustrious monarchy
than any kingdom”, For those
who would like something
more prosaic, he cites Alan
Barth who tells us ““A respect
for privacy: it is in this as
much as in any other single
characteristic that the fres
society differs from the totali~
tarian gociety’’. Alan Schwartz
has a more philosophical de-
fence: ““The eoncern for pri-
vacy ig a manifestation of a
relatively sophisticated, tho-
ughtful society. It is unknown
in most primitive societies and
unknown in all dictatorships,
save for the privacy of the dic-
tator himself., The concern

for privacy represents a basic -

alienation between the indi-
vidual and his society, an ali=
enation that is at the core of
all our civil liberties. To the
extent that a society not only
tolerates but encourages this
human antagonism within its
midst, it can truly be said to
be a democratic society”.
Packard is not exaggerating
when he says that millions of
Americans are “living in an

by vay

Eavesdrepping,

atmosphers in which peering
electronic eyes, undeicover
agents, -lie. detectors, hiddea
tape regorders, bureaucratic
investigators,  psychological

espionage of employees and

school children .and outrage-

ously inttusive questionnaires |

are becoming commonplace, if
often only suspected facts of
life, Privacyis becoming hard-
er and harder to attain, surveil-
lance more and more perva-
sive”. He backs up his charge
with ample evidence so that
it’s impossible to shrug it off.

He makes the point that the
growing surveillance is “in-
evitably exerting a significant
impact upon the behaviour
patterns and value systems of
the millions of citizens in-
volved. . ... this. breeds not
only sameness bnt @ watchful-
pess completely untypical of

~the exaberant, free-wheeling

American so commonly ac-
cepted as typical of thisland
in earlier decades™.

He pinpoints five factors
which have helped to under-
mine privacy : (1) the growth
of giant organisations whose
logic is the destruction of pri-
vacy; (2) the movement fo-
wards- a garrison state ment-
ality (‘Americans, are being
swepi towards being a martial
—and thus watched—society’);

' (3) the pressures generated by

abundance ; (4) the growth of
investigation as a private in-
dustry —business empires are
being built on the merchandis-
ing of information about peo=
ple’s private lives; (5) the
fantastic advances “in the field
of electronic communication :
the development of electronic
eyes, ears and memories,
Packard cites specific in-
stances where deviees like
hidden cameras, hidden micro-
phones, one way mitrors, mi-
niature transmitters (placed
under toilet paper rollersin
washrooms) have been used to
snoop into people’s private
lives; but interesting reading
as they make, lack of space
prevenis me from giving fide-
tails. Equally interesting is
his description of the techni-
ques (like personslity tests)
psychologists have developed
to strip psople psychologically
naked. Ican omly refer the
interested reader to the book.
- After reading Packard’s so-
berly wristen, well-documented
book, one car’t help feeling
that America has no right to
strike g ‘freer than thou’ atti-
tude. Thank God, Macarthy
is d=ad. If he weren’t, Vance
Packard would have been
dubbed a Comimie and made
to pay the penaity for Un-
American Activities,

Addresa1

* Retall Shopatt -

JAFFNA M.P.C.S. UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorized distributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

algo dealers in Textiles, Cemens, Milk-foods, Grogerles,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distribused by the

_COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Rozd, Jaffna.

15/1, Pawer House Road, _Jaﬁ‘ha.
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Developing The Rural Economy

Through Cooperatives

Rural econemic develop-
ment is vital anda prerequisite
for industrial development and
National progress ; hence seri-
ous and genuine attempts haye
been made in agricalturalcoun-

tries. like Ceylon toc achieve-

yhis.

A majority of the population
dwell in rural areas inthe agri-
cultural countries, Itis,there-
fore, the duty and responsibi-
lity of governments of these
countries to raise the standard
of living of peasants by en-
hancing their income and solv-
ing their problems anddifficul-
ties. The necessity and im=
portance of rural ECOnOMmic
development can be realised
and appreciated for the follow-
ing reasoms, with particular
reference to out country.

Firstly, urban populations
have to depend on rural arcas
for their food requirements,
To have thén an undisturbed
and perennial supply of foed

commodities, the rural sector ~

should be strongly developed.
Secondly, the population of
this country is increasing at a
rapid rate of - 2.4 per cent an-
nually. To cope with the in-
creased demand of food by a
growing population, adequate
and additional steps bave to
be taken to increase food pro-
duction. Hence, agricultural
progress through rural econo-
mic developmentis very urgent
and essential to satisfy the
food requirements of anever
expanding population.
Thirdly, a major portion of
our food requirements are im-
ported from other countries.

to be imported from developed
countrics for initiating and in.
stalling new industrial ven-
tures and for expanding and
extending the  exzisting enter-
prises.

A large amount of foreign
exchange is needed for this
and if the exchange earnings
are spent on the import of
food requirements and other
consumer goods, it i3 nof pos-
sible to spare the exchange for
the purchase of capital goods,
To solve this precarious posi-
tion food production should
be increased and the wastage
of foreign exchange in food
imports can be progressively:
decreased and ultimately stops

ped. ;
Fifthly, for certain indus=
tries raw materials have to be

“supplied by the rural areas.

Therefore for the continuous
supply of raw materiale to
those industries, the rural
areas should be developed.

Sixihly, agricultural devel-
opment should be a precedent
for industrial development.
This fact can be ascertsined
from the.economic history of
industeially developed coun-
tries. - Industrial development
is attained only after a healthy
agricultural development.

At the initial siage of indus-
trial development and in the
absence of a large supply of
capital from foreign countries,
the development capital should
come from the agricultural
gector. Without a surplusin
the rural sector, inyestment in
industries is not possible and
this surplus can be achieved

by E. JdJayarainmaim, M. Com.,

1t is estimated that more than
50 per cent of our food com-
posed of rice, flour and subsi-
diary foods are imported.
Though the import of rice and

‘some other commodities is de-

creasing, still a sizable portion
has to be imported.

A large amount of foreign
exchange is needed forimport-

ing these commodities, butin-

the presentcontext of Ceylon’s
economy and international
balance of trade, the earning
of foreign exchange is a diffi-
cult task which cannot be im-
proved immediately.

Decliping  Prices

The following are the rea-
sons attributed for the difficul-
ty. The prices of our primary
export goods such as Tea and
Rubber are declining in the
world market. This lowering
of prices has been caused by
the imcreased production of
tea in other countries, the pro=
duction of tea by new coun-
tries, and enhanced production
of synthetic rubber,

As far as coconut is con-
cerned, the prices in the world
markey are encouraging, but
export has been decreased or
‘not commensurate with the
price increase, because of in-
creased internal consumption,
While prices of tea and rubber
aré declining, the prices of
commodities are
skyrocketting in the interna-
tional market. If adequate
steps are not taken to develop
the rural sector, the country
has to face a severe crisis.

Fourthly, the number of un=
employed is increasing at an
‘alarming rate every year. This
problem can be solved only by

. rapid industfialization. Capital

goods such as machiness have

only through rural and econo-
mic development.

Further, initial attempts at
industrialization should be
based on the domestic market.
Goods produced by the loczl
industries have to be sold in
rural areas, since the majority
of the population live there.

- These manufactured goods
cannot just be sold in world
markets, because of keen com=
petition and high gpecializa-
tion,

If the demand for manufac-
tured goods is low in rural
areas due to low income of the
agriculturists, the marketing
of the manufactured goods
will be a problem and indus-
trialisation also will be ham-
pered.

Lastly by depending on for=

gign countries for essential

food requirements, countries
which import these commadi-
ties have to make and adjust
their foreign andinternal poli-
cies to suit the wishes of the
exporting countries as well as
the aid-giving countries.

From the above mentioned
reasons the importance of rural
economic development can be
understood and appreciated.
Rural areas in Ceylon con=-

front certain difficulties and -

problems which need urgent
and adequate remedial meas-
ures. And nothing but the
cooperatives are the best suited
institutions through which
rural economic development
can be achieved. Because of
this fact the governments of
many agricultural countries
are effecting and implementing
their programmes of rural eco-
nomic development through
cooperatives.

Apart from solving the ex-
isting major problems such as

credit, marketing, underems=
ployment; eic. other ways and
means also have to be devised
for increasing the yields and
enhancing the income of the
villagers.

Credit Problems

A majority of farmers in
Ceylon cultivate in small
holdings. According to a sur-
vey conducted in 1950, the
average size of holding per fa-
mily in the rural sector is only
0.42 of an acre. Their income
thus is very low. ;

They cultivate always on
borrowed money. 1o addition
to their current debts, they
have perennial debts, which
partly have been incurred by

them and partly ipherited. -

Lhe quantum of indebtedness
increases every year. A Survey
of Rural indebiedness coin«
ducted in the year 1957 show-
ed that iadcbicdmess in rural
sector was about 560 million
rupecs.

The reasons for the heavy
indebjedness are obvious.
Farmers mostly borrow from
money lenders, friends, rela-
tives, boutique owners and
land owners. The availability
of institutional finance other
than from cooperatives is
very much less because of the
risks involved in rural credit.
Interest rates charged by
money lenders and others are
exorbitant. In addition to
the interest, they also charge
other fees such as service
charges, stationery charges,
etc.

In most cases the interest is
deducted at the time of lend-
ing. The accounts are mani-
pulated and the borrowers are
cheated by the lenders in
many ways.

The indebtedness of farmers
will be much worsened when
there is a crop failure because
of floeds, drought, etc.

1t is only with the intention
of eliminating the above men-
tioned problems in rural areas,
the credit cooperatives were
established. Though it is
true, that despite an existence

of more than fifty years, co-

operatives are catering to only
a negligible percentage of the
total needs. The merits and
advantages of cooperative
credit cannot be disputed.
Cooperative credit is controls
led, cheaper and used only for
productive purposes, provided
the cooperatives are utilised
by the members properly and
with the realisation of the co-
operative  principles.  The
weakaess of the cooperatives
are the weakness of the mems«
bers and not of the coopera-
tive ideals or principles.

Recently, government had
taken steps to relive this pro-
blem of rural indebtedness
and provide adequate credit
facilities by the introduction
of the New Agricultural Credit
Scheme in September 1967.
Ultimately the loans are given
to the cultivators through the
cooperatives : through this
‘scheme steps have been taken
to provide loans for short=
terms requirements of farmers
and not for long«term and
mediom term needs. If the
coops were self-sufficient in
finances, these can be given
from their own funds, Un=
fortunately the cooperatives
do not realise the importance
and significance of providing
loans from their own funds.

{Continued on page 4)
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In this arsicle 1 am dealing .

with some inscriptions and
historical documents which as-
sociate Ceylon directly or in-

directly with Tamils from an- -
eient times to a few centuries

ago.

The following inscriptions
which are supposed to be about
pre-christian, would appear to
contain the earliest epigraphi-
cal or any record of tne word
Tamil. The eagliést extant re-
cord of the word Tamil in-any
document ig, as faras, Tam
aware the Peptinger Table,
which isa map of the then
kxnown world prepared on the
orders of Emperor Augustus
and is dated abont 80 B.C. It
is given as Damirike in this
map and indicates the Tamil

country in South India. It‘is ?
of interest to note that this

map was engraved on marble
and erected near the Roman
Forum.

This means that this Tamil
country was known as Tamil
Nad (Country) nearly 2000
years ago to the Romans.-

The epigraphical records
which contain the word Tamil
are as follows:—An inscrip-
tion dated as between 300B.C.
and 100 A.D. (J.R,A.S.C.B.,
Vol. 35, pp. 54-56) is “‘The
terrace of the Tamil house~
holders caused to be made by
the Tamil Samana in Ilubara-
ta”. Paranavitana [has point-
ed out it is the earliest epigra-
phical record so far known in
whichtheethnicalnameDameda
(Dravida) occurs. This was
discovered at Anuradhapura.

The Epigraphica Zelanica
Vol. 5 refersto the following

He sirongly recommeuds archs
aeologiste go there.

" 1 personally am of opinion
that students should make a
thorough exploration of this
area.

Karunparatne of Archaeolo-
gical Department referring to
recent epigraphical discoveries
in Nortbern Province points
out Damela (Tamil) in an ins-

‘eription of 200 B.C, and also
_the Dravid “13” ig also found

in a cave in the Eastern Pro-

vince, [History of Hmduism in

Ceylon by Navaratnam p. 192).
First Time

As 2 matter of interest I
must point out that the first
time Tamil words were print-
ed was' in 1577 at Cochin
(RASCB, Vol. xxxv, 1940-45).
It is also of intersst to note in
this connection that the first
Tamil book published in Cal-
omba in 1754 refers in its de=
dication “to the Tamil langu-
age spoken within the greater
area of this island”, (Indiain
Ceylon History, Society and
Culture, Raghavan, p. 59).

Tamil has been the home
language of great majority of
Ceylon Moors and protocols
of Kadutams written in Tamil
language butin Arabic char=
acters. Kadutam isa Tamil
word meaning document,
(Moor's Islamic Culture Home
Souvenir, footnotes 1 & 25,
pp. 22 & 23).

The names Oriza (rice) and
Zingibir occur in Ptolemy’s
Geography of Ceylon dated
about 100 A.D. It is of inter-
est to note in this connection
that names of spices used by

by J. B Sinnatamby, = Sc.

two inscri ptions found at Pe-
riyakulam,

(1) The cave of the house-

holder Visakha, the Tamil
merchant,

(2) The work of the flight of
steps is of the householder Vi-
sakha, the Tamil merchant.

These inscriptions are sup-
posed to be about pre-chris-
tian. :

An inscription at Akkarai-
pattu, Batticaloa, is asfoliows,
“The cave of the merchants
who are citizens of Dighavapi,
of the song of..... and the
wife Tissa the Tamil™.

The inscriptionat Mihintale
is of great interest as it refers
to irrigation of land during the
Tamil times. It is given as
follows by Tennent Vol. (1),
p. 431, note 4, “‘according to
the supply of water in the
lake, the same shall be distri-
buted to the lands of the wi-
hara in'the manner formerly
regulated by the Tamils®’,

Codrington refers to a Ta-
mil inseription (RASCB, Vol.
29, No. 75, p.65). He says
the inscription at Budumutta-
wa in Vanni Hat Pattu dated
8th year of Sri Apaiya Sala-
mekae Cakravartiikal Jaya
Bahu Tevar menticns Sri Vira
Bahu Devar, whom I take to
be Manabharana.

According to Lewis in an

-article, “Archaeology of Wan-

ni” (RANCB, Vol. 13,1893.94,
p. 171) most extensive ruins in
the whole province areat Kur-
unturjmalai, or Piyangala.Park-
er thinks this is the spot visit-
ed by Buddha on his second
journey. There is an interest-
ing temple with Tamil letters
at Kumpakannan malai south
of Kurunturmalai, Attop 4

copper coins found in perfect
state in unknown language.

Greck and Roman writers, as
pointed out by Mendis, are of
Dravidian origin, (History of
India, Vol. 2, p. 598, edited by
Sastri).
. Kennedy in a contribution
to J.R.A,S, Great Britain
(1898) has pointed out that all
unknown articles which reach-
ed Europe before 500 B.C. had
Dravidien names, while Rhys
David has pointed out (Bud-
dhist India p. 50) ‘““Merchants
who tracked between India
and Babylon mostly Dravidi-
ans not Aryans. Such Indian
names as adopted in the West
of goods imported Dravidian
not Saanskrit or Pali”,

The following extract from
a paper “Ethnelogy of Ceylon®
presented to Royal Asiatic
Society Ceylon Branch (RAS
CB, Vol. 12, No. 42, 1892) by

. L, Nell, Deputy Queen’s Advo-

cate, Jaffna, is of considerable
interest. ““When 1 was Deputy
Queen’s Advcceate during the
year 1863 to 1866 I saw ola
writings in the Malayan langu-
age produced in the District
Court in gome civil cases aris-
ing from Tobacco contracts,

The similarity o Sinhalese

writing struck me forcibly in
the same manner that the cos-
tume of Kandyan women had
before suggested a relation to
the costume of Tamil and In-
dian women, Then followed
impressions from the Tamil
character of the remains of
gculpture at 1Dondra aud the
difficulty of finding Sinhalese
derivations for the names of
many towns or villages on the
western coast, a difficulty
which is solved by adopting
Dravidian derivations.

In a visit in England to
Trubner’s establishment in
Ludgate I had an opportunity

of comparing the printed char-

. acters of Telugu, Canarese and

Malayalam, which all showed
a greater affinity to the Sinha-
lese than to the Tamil printed
forms. Compare for instance,
the printed texts of Tulu, Kan-
kani and Cangrese,

I had also been siruck by
the faci that the people along
the wesiern coast and through-
out the ‘Southern Province,
upon inquiry after any offender

who | had absconded to. the .

Kandyan Province, always re-
peated that he had run away
to “Sinhala’™ or the Sinhalese
country, thus distinguishing

thems:lves from the Sinhalese.

s« «The rains of Vishnu-
vite temple at Dondra and the
Portuguese account of its des-
truction by them and of its
splendours, show that Brah-
minism was not a poor or un-
endowed religion in the most
glorious timesof Buddhism. ..

Even in more modern times
the immigration of the tribe
of the Mahabadda people from
India, who have adopted the
Sinhalese language and the
profession of Buddhism, of
which they are the most ardent
of followers, places another
factor for our consideration. ..

I must now close this part
of the inquiry, shewing thata
Tamil element, quite inde-
pendently of that which may
have existed at the time of
Rama and Rawanna, had since
the alliance of Vijaya with a
princess of Madura, pervaded
the island in a very large pro-
portion. Vijaya himself and
his seven hundred follower:
most probably spoke the Telu-

gl language, which was at one

time preponderate in Southern

-~ India and has only in the

course pf time given way to
the encroachments of the Ta-
mil dialect, owing to the supe-
rior enterprise of the Tamil
speaking branch of the Dravi-
dians. It is in India, particul-
arly in Southern India that we
must seck for points of com«
parison of terms free from a
Sanskrit derivation, in the cog-
tumes of men fand women, in
the jewellery and distinctive
caste orpaments, in the pre-
paration of food, in the use of
musical instruments including
those of exclusively domestic
usge, in the village games, in
the observance of holidays and
festivals, in the folklore, in the
physical resemblances of the
different castes, and in the

moral character of the people”.

In this connection the follow=
ing observations made by
Mendis (Early History of Cey-
lon, p. 37) is of interest. “The
Sinhalese languageat this peri-
od as the inscriptions show,
differed little from the Aryan
dialects of India. The Sinha-
lese characters inscribed on
rocks also show hardly any
deviation from the script.of
Asoka till 1st century A.D.
when a sudden change took
place. The new forms that
came info use atthistime how-
ever do not represent a natur«
al evolution from the cld char-
acters, They resemble those
io the inscriptions of the An-
dhra Kingdom and were pro-
bably introduced from this
region’.

The following extracts from
a communication to the “Asis
atic. Researches™, Vol. 6, by
McKenzie who was a Surveyor=
General of . India is 'also of
considerable inrerest. This
communication was prepared
by him after an inspection of
the South West Coast. of Cey~

- CEYLON TAMILS AND A H CEYLC

lon in the year 1796, the year
that the British took full.com-
mand of the littoral districts
of Ceylon from the Dutch.
Referring 1o the Hindu
Temple at Devinnuwara he
says, “On’ narrowly examining
these remains, little doubt re-
mained in my mind that this
was the site of an ancient
Hindu jtemple, on the ruins
of which the Cingalese build-
ing was raised at a much later
period, The revolutions of

religion, in which the first was

overturned and almost every
vestige of its worship destroy-
ed to make foom for another,
would, probably be explained
by the Cingalese history, an

abstract of which is published
in Valentyn’s book, under the
article Ceylon... ..we need
not be surprised to find a fane
of Mahadeo reared on the
utmost bounds of Lankadeep
and their habitable world;
and shali be ready to suppose
that the ablutions at the fur-
thest point.of Ramisar became
greatest extent of their pilgri-
mages only, when revolutions,
of which we have yet no dis-
tinct accounts, and the intro=
duction of a foreign religion
and nation to Ceylon, rend-
ered the pilgrimage to Devino-
or no longer practicable.”

(To be Continued) _

the services of :—

I. STORE-KEEPER ;

any two subjects.

o specially considered,
(c) Salary Scale:

(d) Security : Cash .o
Property . .

(e) Period of Probation :
11,
(a) Qualification :
retired Accountant

yl
(¢) Remumeration :
worked.

WANTED :

The Udupiddy V.C, Area M.P.C.S. Union Ltd., requires

1. A Store-Keeper for its Textiles Section and
2. A Part-time Internal Auditor.

(a) Age—DBetween 26 and 35 years.

- {(b)' Qualifications : A passin G.C.E. (Ordinary Level)
in six subjects at one and the same sitting with four Credits
including Credits in Arithmetic or Mathematics, Tamil and
Credits in Arithmetic, or Mathemaiics,
Tamil and another subject should have bsen obtained in the
first sitting and the fourth may be in the second sitting, A
pass in a subject in G.C.E. (Advanced Level) will be con-
sidered as a Credit Pass in G.C.E, (Ordinary Level).

Those with a knowledge of English or Sinhalese, at
least a Pass in the Ordinary Level of the Cooperalive Em-
gloyces Certificate and experience in the Textile trade will

Rs. 150/« — Rs. 250/~ plus allowances
Rs. 10/- x 10

One year,
PART-TIME INTERNAL AUDITOR:
A retired Cooperative Inspector or a

(b) V:;:rking Days: Three daysin a week following Poya
Daily pay of Rs, 12:50 per day

® Applications for the above posts should be sent to the
Presideni by Registered Post to reach him on or be-
fore 12 noon of 8-10-69. '

@ Address: President, Udupiddy V.C. Area M.P.C.S.
Union Ltd., Udupiddy, Valvettiturai.

payable at the
Union’s ratets.
Rs. 1,500/=

Rs. 2,000/-

P. Kanapathypillai,
President.

259 Front Strwf-.

For Speedy Discharge and
Safe Delivery
Jaffna District
ea-ope&aﬁm Harbour Services

- um'm £n.

@ STRVEDORES AGENTS
& LANDING
& FORWARDING AGENTS

JAFFNA,

CONTRACTORS

Telephone Na, 598

Fhone 1 8,

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNIORN LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

We =upply Frovisions, Textiles, Agricultire requisites and
Building materialg. .
Agents fort Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
' Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation,

Tgram ;3 *““Yarlosion®,
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25 Years Old—And Still Going Strong

Old soldiers, they say, never
die; they just fade - away.
The Chunnakam Cooperative
Stores Society, which recently
celebrated its Silver Jubilee (it
was founded actually in 1943
so the celebrations were an
year late) is no doubt an old
soldier but far from dying it
resolutely refuses to fade away.
When other societies fell in
line and converted themselves
into multipurpose coops, this
Stores Society declined to do
so. And today it is farahead of
many a multipurpose coopera-
tive.

When the society was start=
ed it had a coupon strength of
1211. Today—despite the fact
that there are three other co-
operatives functioning in its

area of operation—its coupon

strength 1s 4354,

Its present membership is
359 and the share capital riow
is Rs. 5,233/- and the statutory
reserves Rs, 18,598/44 cts.

The society which started
with one manager and a sales-
man, has now altogether seven
employees. -

Its only defect is that it has
po building of its own—and
it hopes to remedy this soon.
In fact it delayed celebrating
the Silver Jubilee hoping to do
§0 in its own building,

During the period 4-6-67—
2-6-68, the Society made a pet
profit of Rs. 8,529/41% cts.
The turnover in the consumer
goods section was Rs. 118,244/
52%, the textiles section Rs,
128,037/36 cts and the milk
food section Rs, 18,790/42 cts.

R S T T M I AR R E e S ST AL S RIS e

Economy Through Cooperatives

(Gontinued from page 2)
Marketing Problems

Since the quantum of pro-
duce is very low, farmers sell
their products in the village
itself at very low prices. As
far as paddy is concerned
there is no problem because of
the operation of Guaranteed
Price Scheme. This facility
has been extended to some
other products also. But this
is an acute problem to vege-
table growers. Though the
Marketing Department is buy-
ing vegetables and fruits at
reasonable prices, this facility
has not been spread to all
areas.

Cooperatives are the ideal
agencies for marketing other
products not covered by the
Guaranteed Price Scheme.
Products of small scale and
cottage industrics of rural
areas also can be sold at
favourable prices through Co-
operatives. Grading, proces-
sing, packing and transporting
are economical only when it
is done on a large scale. Since
the products collected by the
sales cooperatives from their
members are large, the coops
can efficiently sell at high
prices with lower costs. They
can also be sold in places
where there is good demand.

Farmers do not live onrice
alone. They buy their essen-
tial consumer commodities at
high prices from the traders.
Despite the existence of M.P.C.
Societies in all the villages,

the farmers buy their consums
er commodities and other
agricultural requirements at
higher prices. This can be
attributed to the inefficient
operation of cooperatives and
lack of patronage by the far-
mers. Therefore steps have
to be taken to encourage far-
merg to patronise cooperatives
and run them efficiently.

Underemployment

Agriculture is a seasonal
occupation. Agriculturists
are engaged only when plough-
ing, sowing, weeding and har~
vesting are undertaken., Most
of the days in a year they are
idling. As stated at the begin=
ing their holdings are very
small and the income derived
is not adequate to compensate
for the idling days. Therefore
steps should be taken to pro-
vide work during the free time
and increase their income.
Subsidiary works such as
small scale and cottage indus-
tries should be provided for
the farmers. And again co-
operatives are the best suited
agencies through which these
industries can be carried out
successfully, Adequate loan
facilities, purchase of raw
materials and equipment at
lesser prices, and sales of
finished goods at fayourable
prices can be obtained and
operated only through co-
operatives, provided these are
run with the true spirit of
cooperation.

Dances and Dramas:

Day-time " »
Music Recitals:

Day-time 2 5 5
Other Purposes:

tional hour or part thereof.

All Performances:

Full night
Full day

Terrace & Roof Garden:

VEERASINGHAM HALL

RATES
(Inclusive of 1000 Chairs)

Night not exceeding 5 hours—Rs, 200"'}without loudspeak-
—Rs, 150/-

Night not exceeding 5 hours — Rs. 150/~

Night—Rs. 50/ for first hour and Rs. 30~ for every addi-

Day-time—Rs. 30/~ for first hour and Rs. 20/~ for every
additional hour or part thereof.

er and stage lights

Rs. 100/~

Rs, 250/-
Rs. 200/-

Available for parties etc. Rates on application.

Security Deposit:

Night
Day-time
Payment in advance.

Rs. 100/-
Rs, 50/-
Half rates for Coop institutions.

‘COOPS
DISCRIMINATED
AGAINST’

Speaking at the 10th annual
general meeting of the Puloly
MPCS Union, the President
Mr.C.Manickavasagar charged
that cooperatives are being
discriminated against in the
matiter of import licences. He
appealed to the affiliated so-
cieties to give the Union their
fullest support.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi.
dent NDCF, suggested that
the Union explore the possi-
bilities of exporting palmyrah
fibre. The NDCF could ar-
range for experiy assistance.
He also stressed the need for
Coop District Banks.

Mr. T. Murugesampillai
AGA Jaffna, suggested that
cooperative institutions con-
centrate on development pro-
jects and nos merely on dis-
tributing consumer goods.
They should embark on indus-
trial venturesand the intensive
cultivation of subsidiary crops,

Mr. T. Murugesu, HOQI,
pointed out that products
made from palmyrah fibre
h d a good export market as
well as a lecal one, The devel-
opment of such industries
could help to solve the pro-
blem of unemployment among
the educated.

Mr. V, Canagasabay ACCD
Development complimented
the Union on the good work
it was doing and urged mem-
bers to take greater interest in
the Union’s progress.

The Union has a member-
ship of 41 and a coupon
strength of 30,664,

From 1-11.66—31-10-68, the
Union had made a profit of
Rs, 23,108/92, The profits of
the wholesale consumer -sec-
tion was Rs. 66,5 6/92; the
wholesale distribution of tex-
tiles and hardware brought in
a profit of Rs.11,695/67 and
Rs. 1,744/88 respeciively. The
Bakery section brought in a
profit of Rs. 14,687/17 cts.
The retail consumer section
made a profit of Rs. 1,679/86
and the retail textile section a
profit of Rs, 6,614(63.

COUPLE JOIN
TELLIPPALAI
COOP HOSPITAL

Di. Valentine R. Jeyarajah,
M.B.B.S., D.A. (R.C.P, &8.)
London, has joined the Tellip-
palai Cooperative Hospital,
after completing successfully,
his Post Graduate studiesin
England. For a period of six
months he worked under Dr.
N. F. Goghill, F.R.C.P. at
West Middlesex Hospital and
gained valuable experience in
the field of Gastro Entrology.
At the same Hospital he work-
ed in the Department of Chest
Diseases and Tuberculosis.
From here he proceeded to do
his Diploma in Anaesthesia
working at the St. Helier
Group of Hospitals in Surrey.

Dr. (Mrs,) Betty A, Jeya-
rajah, M.B.B.S., D.R.C.0.G,,
(Lond.) has joined the Tellip-
palai Cooperative Hospital
after successfully completing
the D.R.C.O.G. examination.
While in Great Britain, she
worked for one year under Dr.
Stern, F.R.C.0.G., F.R.C.S.
and Dr. Matthews, F.R.C.0.G.
at the West Middlesex Hos-
pital. Later she worked at
the St. Helier Hospital under
Dr. (Miss.) Wilson M.S., F.R.
C.0.G., F.R.C.S. and Dr. Bur-
gess, F.R,C.S., F.R.C.0.G.

EXAM

RESULTS

_The following candidates from the Jaffna Cooperative -
Training School have passed the Cooperative Employees Certi-
ficate Examination (Junior Level), held in April, 1969 :—

Pass

1. V. Navaratnam
3. V. Nadarasa
5. K, Nitsingham
7. 8. Nadarasa

Referred Candidates

. S, Kanagasabai
. P, Nadarasa

K. Balasundaram
. A, Jesudasan

. S, Poncianus

. S, Sritharan

1
2
3
4
5
6

A. Amirthanathan
A. Sahadevan

. T. Sivapiragasam
M. Sathiaseelan

(Cooperation, Salesmanship)
(Management)

(Cooperation, Book-Keeping)
{Book-Keeping, Salesmanship)
(Management)

(Salesmanship, Management)

Focus on Loans Repayment

At the public meeting held
at Sammanthurai, under the
auspices of the Amparai Kal-
munai District Coop Union
to celebrate International Co-
operative Day, special atten-
tion was focussed on the re-
payment of agricultural loans
and the part that cooperators
can play in assisting the Go-
vernment in focd production
and general development of
the area. Sammanthurai was
chosen as the venue because
Sammanthurai  cooperators
had given the best perfor-
mance in cultivation loan re-
payments. Over 10,000 people
attended the meeting. The
Govt. Agent, Amparai hoisted

the National flag, and Mr.
S. D. Thavamoney ACCD., the
Cooperative flag. Mrs, T N,
Abeyaweera, wife of the Kal-
munai Magistrate, gave away
the prizes, A musical drill
display and cultural item
emphasising the role of the
cooperative movement in food
production and rural recons-
truction were the highlights of
the meeting.

Cycle races, a pageant on
wheels, essay and speech come
petitions, group dances, group
songs, a fancy dress compe-
tition and a tug-o’-war were
some of the highlights of the
celebrations held in Kalmunai
ACCD’s division.

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

FIXED DEPOSITS

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
23% and 33%% respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%
and 41%; respectively,
SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interess at the ratefof 319, is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-7-69. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 4% for the month in which there
is a2 minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/- or over,

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of
interest payable will be 4:%.

SECURITY DEPOSITS

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Socicties will be 3%%.

PAWN BEROKING

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches, The rate
of interest charged is 119 and Repayment by Instalments
is allowed.

Branches :
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—Point Pedro

(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :
59, MAIN STREET. JAFFNA.

Eastern Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Ltd.

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitivu
MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SALES (@) SERVICE (o) SPARES
. Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

T’phone —257, Batticaloa
T’gram ;—**Service”

'i"'phone 1—10, Nintavur

Printed by Nicholas James at St Joseph’s Catholic Press, Main

Street, Jaffna and published by the Northern Division Ceowperative:

Fedecation Led., No. 12 & 14, Kaokesanthurai Road, Jaffsa.  15-9-1969
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